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PREFaCE. 


The  Publishers,  with  much  pleasure,  present  this  beautiful  volume  to 
their  friends  and  patrons,  for  whom  it  is  prepared.  It  will  be  found  to  be  a 
valuable  work,  full  of  interesting  personal  and  historical  reminiscences  of 
many  of  the  leading  families,  and  many  of  the  most  important  occurrences  in 
the  eventful  past  of  the  counties  named.  Every  individual  or  family  sketch 
was  carefully  type-written  and  submitted  by  mail,  or  written  with  pencil  and 
submitted  in  person  by  our  representative,  to  a  member  of  the  family  and,  in 
nearly  every  instance,  was  corrected  and  promptly  returned  to  the  Publishers, 
thus  insuring  almost  absolute  accuracy.  If  mistakes  are  found  in  the  few 
sketches  that  were  not  returned,  the  Publishers,  though  not  to  blame,  stand 
ready,  as  is  their  custom,  to  correct  the  same  by  special  errata  sheet  to  be 
sent  to  every  subscriber.  The  Publishers  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  hard  times  and  a  limited  patronage,  they  have  issued 
a  work  fully  up  to  their  promises,  and  one  of  high  merit.  The  illustrations 
will  be  found  to  add  very  materially  to  the  value  of  the  book.  We  are  satis- 
fied our  work  will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny  and  sustain  our  well-known 
reputation  for  accuracy  and  fidelity. 

The  Publishers. 
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La  Porte,  Porter,  Lake  and  Starke  Counties,  Ind. 


BENJAMIN    HARRISON. 

QEN.  Benjamin  Harrison,  ex-President  of  the  United  States,  is  a  grand- 
son of  the  famous  hero  of  Tippecanoe,  Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison, 
, .  the  ninth  President  of  the  United  States.  His  birth  occurred  at  North 
Bend,  Ohio,  August  20,  1833,  and  his  early  education  was  acquired  under 
the  tutelage  of  a  private  instructoi'.  At  14  years  of  age  he  was  sent 
to  Gary's  Academy,  near  Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  two  years,  then 
entered  Miami  University,  at  Oxford,  which  graduated  him  in  1852.  Having 
a  predilection  for  legal  pursuits  he  became  a  disciple  of  Blackstone  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  early  in  1854  located  for  the  profession  at  Indianapolis.  Early 
in  his  professional  career  Mr.  Harrison  exhibited  to  a  marked  degree  those 
characteristics  which  afterward  made  him  famous  as  a  great  lawyer,  and  it 
was  not  long  until  he  found  himself  the  possessor  of  a  large  and  fairly  lucra- 
tive practice.  The  fall  of  1860  he  was  elected  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  and  during  his  incumbency  of  this  oflSce  published  volumes  XV. 
and  XVI.  of  the  State  Reports.  The  war  coming  on,  Mr.  Harrison  deemed  that 
his  country's  welfare  should  become  his  first  consideration,  and  accordingly 
resigning  from  his  lucrative  position  he  recruited  Company  A  of  the  Seventieth 
Regiment  of  Indiana  Infantry,  and  immediately  went  into  active  service.  He 
remained  in  the  service  of  the  Government  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  as  brevet  brigadier-general.  He  led  his  command  in  the 
battle  of  Resaca,  participated  in  the  capture  of  Cassville,  battles  of  New  Hope 
and  Golgotha  Churches,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  Peach  Tree  Creek,  at  the 
latter  of  which  his  gallantry  so  pleased  Gen.  Hooker  that  he  wrote  to  the 
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Secretary  of  War  "to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  claims  of 
Col.  Benjamin  Harrison,  of  the  Seventieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  for  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volunteers."  Participating  at  the  Grand 
Eeview  at  Washington,  Gen.  Harrison  returned  home  and  resumed  legal  pur- 
suits. In  1876  he  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Eepublicans  for  governor 
of  Indiana,  but  was  defeated  at  the  polls.  In  1879  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Hayes  as  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  River  commission ;  was  chairman  of 
the  Indiana  delegation  to  the  Eepublican  national  convention  in  1880,  and  on 
the  ballot  that  nominated  Gen.  Garfield  for  the  Presidency,  cast  the  entire  vote 
of  his  State  for  the  successful  candidate.  After  this  (fi-om  1881  to  1887),  he 
became  United  States  Senator  and  became  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  fig- 
ures in  the  nation.  In  1888  he  was  nominated  by  the  national  Republican 
convention,  at  Chicago,  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States.  During  the 
campaign  he  made  numerous  addresses,  and  although  he  had  a  vigilant 
enemy  to  combat,  ready  to  distort  or  misconstrue  his  utterances,  he  did  so 
remarkably  well  that  not  a  single  point  was  raised  against  him.  His  four 
years  of  administration  marked  an  era  of  prosperity  for  the  country,  and  at 
the  national  convention  of  1892  held  at  Minneapolis,  he  was  renominated  ou 
the  first  ballot.  At  the  succeeding  election  he  was  defeated  for  a  second  term 
by  Mr.  Cleveland,  and  has  since  resided  at  Indianapolis.  Mr.  Harrison, 
while  a  student  at  college,  met  and  loved  Miss  Cordiue  L.  Scott,  who  became 
his  wife  in  1853,  and  two  children,  both  living,  have  blessed  their  union. 
The  saddest  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Harrison  was  the  death  of  Mrs.  Harrison 
in  1892. 


>•••< 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  the  ninth  President  of  the  United  States  and 
first  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
his  birth  occurring  at  Berkeley  in  1773.  His  father  was  Gov.  Benjamin 
Harrison,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Receiving 
the  final  part  of  his  schooling  at  Hampden  Sidney  College,  he  began  for 
himself  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  occurred  the  death  of  his 
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father.  In  opposition  to  the  protests  of  his  friends,  he  sought  a  position  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  commissioned  ensign  by  Gen.  Washington 
and  ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding  general  (St.  Clair)  of  the  Northern 
army.  At  this  period  the  frontier  was  greatly  harrassed  by  the  depredations 
of  marauding  bands  of  savages,  supplemented  by  covert  support  and  aid  of 
the  British  Government,  and  the  duties  of  the  frontier  troops  were  to  hold  in 
check  and  keep  within  due  bounds  these  attacks.  The  elevation  of  Gen. 
Anthony  Wayne  over  Gen.  St.  Clair,  in  command  of  tlie  Northwest,  resulted 
in  a  more  vigorous  and  active  policy,  and  numerous  battles  were  fought  with 
varying  success.  Having  obtained  promotion  to  a  lieutenantcy,  young  Harri- 
son was  the  hero  in  a  bloody  engagement  August  20,  1792,  and  for  this  he  was 
publicly  thanked  by  his  superior  officer.  In  1795  he  was  made  commander 
of  Fort  Washington,  with  the  rank  of  captain;  the  same  year  he  wedded  the 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  the  original  owner  of  the  present 
site  of  Cincinnati,  and  three  years  later  resigned  his  commission  to  engage 
in  farming.  Very  shortly  after  tendering  his  resignation  he  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory  by  President  Adams,  and  as  such  was 
ex-officio  lieutenant  governor,  and  in  the  absence  of  Gen.  St.  Clair  was  Gov- 
ernor. In  1799  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress,  and  during  this  ses- 
sion the  Northwest  Territory  was  divided  into  two  Territories,  named  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  The  latter  comprised  the  present  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  and  of  this  Mr.  Harrison  received  the 
appointment  of  Governor.  He  immediately  located  at  Vincennes,  which  was 
then  the  capital,  and  served  as  governor  sixteen  years,  having  been  twice 
reappointed  by  Jefferson  and  once  by  Madison.  His  influence  with  the  Indians 
was  greater  than  that  of  any  other  white  man.  He  always  kept  strict  faith 
with  these  children  of  Nature,  was  prompt  to  award  their  good  deeds  and  as 
decisive  in  punishing  their  treachery.  During  his  administration  he  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  the  good  results  achieved  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  whites  was  made  an  event  by  the  Legislatures  of  both  Indiana  and 
Kentucky  which  extended  the  hero  of  the  day  a  vote  of  thanks.  Gov.  Harrison 
is  given  a  prominent  place  by  historians  for  his  services  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  a  participant  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs  and  the  battle  of 
the  Thames,  as  well  as  being  the  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest, 
with  the  rank  of  major-general.  In  1816  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  in 
1824  to  the  United  States  Senate,  from  Ohio,  and  in  1828  was  appointed  min- 
ister to  the  Eepublic  of   Colombia  by  President  Adams,  but   being  almost 
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immediately  recalled  by  General  Jackson.  In  1836  he  was  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States,  but  suffered  defeat.  In  1840  he  was  renom- 
inated by  the  Whigs,  and,  during  one  of  the  most  remarkable  campaigns  this 
country  ever  experienced,  was  elected,  and  March  4,  1841,  was  inaugurated. 
Having  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  frontier,  Mr.  Harrison  lacked  the  polish 
of  his  opponent,  and  the  story  was  Jcirculated  by  the  Democrats,  with  the 
expectation  that  it  would  prove  detrimental  to  him,  that  he  lived  in  a  log 
cabin  and  drank  nothing  but  cider.  The  Whigs  accepted  the  insinuation. 
The  simpleness  of  the  human  life,  divested  of  glamors  and  gildings,  always 
appeals  to  the  direct  sensibilities  of  the  people.  So  it  did  in  this  case.  Log 
cabins  were  erected  everywhere;  kegs  supposed  to  contain  cider  were  indis- 
pensable. Log  cabins  and  hard  cider  songs  were  sung,  and  are  yet  remem- 
bered by  the  old  residenters,  and  the  famous  hero  of  Tippecanoe  became  the 
ninth  President  of  the  United  States.  His  untimely  death  occurred  one 
month  after  his  triumphal  inauguration. 


-•••••- 


HON.   OLIVER  PERRY  MORTON. 

No  other  man  has  done  more  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  Indiana,  or  has 
won  greater  renown  and  honor  in  the  State  ;  none  has  ever  reached  so  warmly 
the  affection  of  the  people,  and,  of  all  those  born  within  her  borders,  none  has 
contributed  so  largely  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  State,  as  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Born  August  4,  1823,  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  he  was  the  son 
of  James  T.  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Morton.  His  youth  and  early  manhood  gave 
no  evidence  of  his  future  greatness,  but  on  the  contrary  was  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  that  of  thousands  of  other  boys  of  that  day.  At  Miami  College,  Ox- 
ford, Ohio,  where  he  completed  his  schooling,  he  acquired  the  distinction  of 
being  the  best  debater  in  the  college,  and  after  a  two  years'  course  he  began 
the  study  of  law  at  Indianapolis,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847.  Five 
years  after  that  time  he  was  appointed  circuit  judge  by  the  governor,  but  he 
preferred  the  more  active  career  of  a  practitioner  to  that  of  wearing  the  judi- 
cial robes.     Until  1860  he  was  in  active  practice  and  during  this  time  became 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  21 

celebrated  as  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  ever  produced  by  the  State.  Until 
1854  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  was  radically  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slarery.  He  became  a  Republican  upon  the  organization  of  that  party,  and  in 
1856  was  one  of  the  three  delegates  sent  from  Indiana  to  the  Pittsburgh  con- 
vention. The  same  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans,  by  acclama- 
tion, for  the  governorship,  and  although  defeated  at  the  polls,  he  was  elected 
to  preside  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  as  the  ideal  statesman.  He  never 
appealed  to  men's  passions,  but  always  to  their  intellect  and  reason,  and 
whether  in  attack  or  defense  proved  himself  a  ready  and  powerful  debater. 
From  this  campaign  of  1856,  unsuccessful  though  it  was,  Mr.  Morton's  popu- 
larity in  the  State  is  dated,  and  from  this  time  forth  he  became  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  Republican  party  in  Indiana.  In  1860  he  was  nominated  for 
lieutenant-governor,  with  Hon.  H.  S.  Lane  for  governor,  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that,  if  the  party  was  successful,  Mr.  Lane  should  be  sent  to 
the  United  States  Senate  and  Mr.  Morton  become  governor.  The  election  of 
the  Republican  ticket  was  followed  by  the  prompt  fulfillment  of  this  under- 
standing, and  thus,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven  years,  Mr.  Morton  became 
governor  of  Indiana.  It  is  said  that  "  great  emergencies  make  great  men," 
and  as  it  so  did  in  the  case  of  Gen.  Grant,  it  likewise  did  in  Gov.  Morton's 
case.  Like  a  black  thunder-cloud  athwart  the  horizon,  the  secession  move- 
ment loomed  balefuUy  over  the  political  sky  and  threatened  the  disruption  of 
the  Union.  Gov.  Morton,  upon  taking  his  seat,  found  himself  supported  by  a 
loyal  majority,  but,  to  the  shame  of  Indiana,  he  was  confronted  by  a  secret, 
active,  unscrupulous  minority,  whose  sympathy  was  not  only  with  the  seces- 
sion movement,  but  whose  active  aid  and  assistance  were  extended  to  the  dis- 
loyalists. In  the  face  of  these  obstacles  he  was  the  first  governor  to  proffer 
Pi'esident  Lincoln  troops,  and  through  his  personal  pledge  was  enabled  to 
raise  funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  which  a  disloyal  Legislature  refused 
doing.  As  "  war  governor  "  Mr.  Morton  was  perfection,  and,  taking  it  all  the 
way  through,  his  two  terms  as  governor,  were  of  such  a  brilliant  character  as 
to  call  forth  the  admiration  of  every  reading  man  in  the  nation.  The  Legis- 
lature elected  in  1866  made  him  one  of  Indiana's  United  States  senators,  and 
he  was  again  chosen  to  this  position  upon  the  expiration  of  his  first  term. 
His  readiness  in  debate,  his  keen,  analytical  mind  and  his  wonderful  ability 
made  him  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  Senate  chamber  and  enhanced  his 
popularity  as  a  national  character.  He  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the 
presidential    nomination   before  the    Cincinnati    convention    that  nominated 
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President  Hayes,  and  in  1870  he  was  offered  the  English  mission  by  President 
Grant,  but  declined  the  position.  No  name  shines  with  brighter  luster  in  the 
history  of  our  country  than  that  of  Gov.  Morton.     He  died  November  1,  1887. 


'  •••  < 


GEN.  LEW  WALLACE. 

On  a  certain  occasion,  in  a  chance  conversation  with  a  well-known  infi- 
del, a  Western  lawyer  had  been  listening  to  an  abundance  of  sarcastic  sneers 
at  the  Christian  religion.  He  felt  ashamed  of  his  ignorance  of  the  subject, 
and,  impressed  with  its  importance,  he  determined  to  study  into  it.  In  think- 
ing how  to  begin  he  recalled  a  story  that  he  had  started  a  year  before,  founded 
on  the  wise  men's  search  for  Christ.  It  had  been  written  simply  as  a  story, 
with  little  interest  in  its  central  figure,  and  had  been  for  some  time  laid 
aside.  He  decided  to  carry  on  his  study  along  the  lines  suggested  by  the 
story,  and  to  seek  to  learn  of  the  Savior  and  of  the  world  as  he  found  it. 
The  result  was  that  "Ben-Hur"  was  written,  and  that  its  author  became  a 
believer  in  the  Christ  of  whom  he  wrote.  It  may  have  been  to  his  friends, 
and  to  Gen.  "Wallace  himself,  something  of  a  surprise  that  his  name  should 
become  best  known  by  such  a  book.  "Lewis  Wallace,"  it  was  said  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  "  handles  the  pen  and  the  brush  with  ease  and  taste,  but  his 
genius  is  military."  Born  at  Brookville,  Ind.,  April  10,  1827,  his  early 
scholastic  training  was  received  from  the  common  schools.  David  Wallace, 
his  father,  was  a  graduate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  was  suc- 
cessively elected  in  Indiana  as  legislator,  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, lieutenant-governor,  governor,  congressman  and  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Marion  County.  The  ambition  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography  had  been  of  the  military  order,  but  his  study  and  work  had  been 
rather  too  desultory  to  point  to  success  in  many  directions.  As  a  boy  he  wa* 
fond  of  shooting  and  of  books,  taking  especial  delight  in  Plutarch's  Lives. 
He  wrote  a  novel  dealing  with  the  10th  century  and  made  some  advance  in 
art,  but  settled  down  to  reading  law  with  his  father,  who  served  a  term  as 
governor  of  Indiana.  Ou  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War,  Lewis, 
entered  the  army  and  gained  for  himself  a  good  name  as  a  disciplinarian. 
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After  the  war,  while  practicing  law,  he  found  his  recreation  in  training  a 
company  that  he  had  organized.  When  the  Civil  War  came  he  was  called  to 
become  adjutant-general  of  his  native  State,  Indiana,  and  then  went  into  ser- 
vice as  a  colonel,  receiving  an  appointment  as  major-general  after  the  surren- 
der of  Fort  Donelson,  by  reason  of  his  military  genius.  His  career  as  an 
army  official  ended  as  second  member  of  the  court  that  tried  the  assassins  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  he  was  president  of  that  which  tried  Capt.  Henry 
Wirz,  commandant  of  the  Andersonville  prison.  From  1878  to  1881  he  served 
as  governor  of  Utah,  and  under  President  Hayes  he  was  appointed  governor 
of  New  Mexico,  where  he  wrote  the  last  part  of  "Ben-Hur."  Under  Presi- 
dent Garfield  he  was  offered  a  mission  to  South  America,  which  he  declined, 
afterward  accepting  the  position  of  minister  to  Turkey.  AVhile  holding  this 
place  he  was  in  most  pleasant  personal  relations  with  the  Sultan,  who  twice 
requested  him  to  enter  the  Turkish  service.  His  expei-ieuce  in  Mexico  inter- 
ested Gen.  Wallace  greatly  in  that  country  and  led  to  his  writing  "  The  Fair 
God,"  in  which  he  sought  to  present  a  picture  of  that  remarkable  land  as  it 
was  centuries  ago.  Naturally,  in  sending  him  to  Turkey,  President  Garfield, 
'who  had  enjoyed  "Ben-Hur,"  said:  "I  expect  another  book  out  of  you. 
Tour  official  duties  will  not  be  too  onerous  to  allow  you  to  write  it.  Locate  it 
in  Constantinople."  The  beauty  and  the  history  of  the  city  were  the  persua- 
sive arguments,  enforcing  the  hint,  and  the  thought  was  in  Gen.  Wallace's 
mind  from  the  first.  The  fall  of  Constantinople,  and  the  many  events  center- 
ing around  that  in  the  history  of  nations  and  of  religions,  furnished  a  fasci- 
nating theme,  and  out  of  this  has  grown  the  author's  other  great  work,  which 
will  undoubtedly  add  another  triumph  to  the  list  that  has  already  made  him 
so  great  a  favorite. 


i  •••  < 


HENRY  B.  BROWN. 

The  life  of  Henry  B.  Brown,  Prasident  of  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School  and  Business  Institute,  is  a  striking  example  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  the  intelligent  union  of  varied  human  forces  when  applied  to  one 
of  the  most  vital  problems  of  modern  civilization.  Success  is  not  so  much 
due  to  the  intrinsic  merit  of  a  course  of  action  as  it  is  to  the  wise,  practical 
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and  systematic  methods  pursued  to  carry  it  iuto  effect.  Many  men  lose  in 
professional  and  business  life  because  they  lack  some  of  the  essential  elements 
of  success;  and  likewise  many  undertakings  of  great  moment  are  wrecked,  not 
because  they  are  without  worth,  but  because  they  fall  in  the  hands  of  incom- 
petent advisers  or  promoters  who  either  fail  to  grasp  the  whole  situation  or 
fail  in  the  execution  of  some  vital  condition.  A  project  of  great  magnitude 
aij(l  far-reaching  results  ordinarily  embraces  numerous  conditions  which  are 
often  refractory  and  conflicting  and  necessarily  demand  a  management  which 
shall  be  comprehensive,  practical  and  effective.  Not  only  must  such  a  project 
be  comprehensively  viewed  and  wisely  managed  from  known  conditions,  but 
it  must  be  made  to  keep  pace  with  new  and  obstructive  conditions  which 
spring  up  unexpectedly  from  a  complicated  and  ever-shifting  civilization.  The 
management  must  be  full  of  social  tact  and  practical  business  expedients,  must 
anticipate  future  events  bearing  upon  the  continued  existence  of  the  project, 
and  must  be  able  to  unite  all  discordant  elements  and  forces. 

Unquestionably,  the  surprising  success  of  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School  is  mainly  due  to  the  new  and  true  view  taken  by  its  founder  of  the 
educational  requirements  of  the  times  and  to  his  executive  ability  in  carrying 
this  view  into  effect.  Instead  of  following  the  old  and  beaten  path  which 
other  educational  institutions  had  pursued  for  hundreds  of  years,  an  entirely 
new  order  of  things  was  inaugurated.  It  was  seen  by  the  foiinder  from  the 
start  that  the  undertaking  must  be  as  much  of  a  business  success  as  an  edu- 
cational success,  and  must  be  suiSciently  broad  in  scope  to  insure  a  large 
attendance  and  sufficiently  thorough  to  guarantee  a  high  standard  of  scholar- 
ship. And  here  the  ability  of  Mr.  Brown  was  displayed  in  laying  so  broad 
and  sure  a  foundation.  Many  similar  institutions  had  failed  because  of  too 
rigid  a  curriculum ;  others  because  of  unnecessarily  severe  restraining  rules ; 
others  because  of  the  worthlessness  of  an  unfinished  line  of  study;  others  be- 
cause of  not  knowing  how  to  use  printer's  ink;  others  because  of  too  high  a 
tuition  or  too  large  an  incidental  expense ;  others  because  of  a  limitation  in 
the  lines  of  study;  and  still  others  because  of  a  lack  of  good  business  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Brown  was  sagacious  enough  to  avoid  all  of  these  pitfalls  and  a 
good  enough  judge  of  human  nature  to  select  able  assistants  and  advisers. 
One  of  the  wisest  steps  taken  by  him  after  the  institution  had  been  safely 
and  surely  established  and  the  attendance  had  become  permanent,  was  to  call 
to  his  help  a  business  man  and  educator  of  wide  experience  and  exceptional 
ability,  to  whom  he  sold  a  one-half  interest  in  the  institution.     By  so  doing 
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he  divided  the  cares  and  perplexities  and  multiplied  the  probabilities  of  a 
continuance  o£  the  good  management  already  begun.  The  wisdom  of  this 
course  has  been  shown  by  the  continued  rapid  growth  of  the  school  and  by 
the  permanency  of  the  attendance  and  of  the  standard  of  scholarship.  Two 
such  business  men  and  executives,  two  such  scholars  and  disciplinarians,  two 
such  thinkers  and  workers,  could  not  fail  to  make  the  enterprise,  or  any  other 
human  enterprise,  a  great  and  signal  success.  The  steadiness  of  the  attend- 
ance after  the  highest  limit  of  school  population  had  been  reached,  is  con- 
vincing evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  the  management  subsequent  to  the  initial 
pi'oceedings.  A  modern  business  man,  familiar  with  the  advantages  of  ad- 
vertising, would  be  apt  to  assert  that  the  institution  owed  much  of  its  suc- 
cess to  the  unsparing  and  judicious  use  of  printei"'s  ink;  a  political  economist 
would  likely  declare  it  was  the  logical  outcome  of  throwing  wide  open  the 
doors  to  students  of  limited  means ;  a  cautious  critic  would  suggest  it  was 
due  to  the  unusual  range  in  the  number  of  courses  of  study,  whereby  students 
could  pursue  supplementary  lines  through  either  a  short  or  a  prolonged 
scholastic  course,  as  their  future  occupations  should  require;  still  others 
might  insist  that  the  excellent  moral  atmosphere  enveloping  the  school,  or 
the  circumspect  co-education  of  the  sexes,  or  the  rules  governing  cleanliness, 
health,  diet  and  study,  were  the  principal  instrument  of  success.  But  what 
none  of  them  would  likely  think,  though  it  is  nevertheless  true,  is  that  the 
school  as  it  now  exists,  and  has  existed  fi-om  the  start,  with  its  numerous  and 
varied  courses  of  study,  its  privileges  to  the  student  of  entering  or  leaving  at 
any  time  without  loss  of  what  has  already  been  gained,  its  many  lectures, 
illustrations,  artistic  features,  special  instructions  and  advantages,  affords  as 
good  an  example  of  the  operations  and  benefits  of  university  extension  as  any 
other  educational  institution  in  the  United  States.  Of  the  large  number 
who  attend  the  school  comparatively  few  graduate,  and  the  reason  is  because 
they  go  there  to  secure  such  special  instruction  as  they  wish  to  make  practi- 
cal at  once.  Instead,  then,  of  the  lecturers'  traveling  around  to  instruct  the 
students  at  their  homes,  as  follows  from  the  practical  operations  of  universitv 
extension  proper,  the  students  flock  here  by  the  thousands  to  secure  the 
special  instruction  desired.  This  gives  great  scope  to  the  benefits  afforded, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  of  the  wonderful  popularity  of  the  school. 
However,  it  may  safely  be  concluded  that  the  success  of  the  school  is  due  to 
all  these  causes  combined,  and  the  originator  and  developer  of  these  causes 
is  Henry  B.  Brown. 
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He  traces  his  ancestry  to  Germauy  through  his  grandfather,  David 
Brown,  who  came  from  Leipsic  to  America  when  a  young  man,  about  the 
year  1795,  and  settled  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
pioneers.  He  married  Elizabeth  Alder,  a  lady  of  Scottish  descent,  who  bore 
him  a  family  of  four  children,  Silas,  Stephen,  Caroline  and  Thomas.  He  was 
a  typical  farmer  and  pioneer  and  cleared  his  farm  of  the  dense  forest  covering 
it  and  became  a  substantial,  well-to-do  and  useful  citizen.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  force  of  character  and  espoused  the  cause  of  Democracy,  though 
never  devoting  much  time  nor  thought  to  politics. 

His  son  Thomas  was  born  May  3,  1812,  on  the  farm  in  Knox  County, 
and  was  there  reared  and  there  received  such  educRtion  as  the  pioneer  school 
of  the  neighborhood  afforded.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Kachel  Mills, 
daughter  of  John  Mills,  a  native  of  Scotland,  wiio  resided  also  in  Knox 
County,  This  young  married  couple  at  once  located  on  a  farm  in  Knox 
County,  where  they  resided  until  1849,  when  they  moved  to  Morrow  County 
and  there  lived  until  1860.  At  this  date  he  moved  to  Wood  County,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  April  25,  1887.  To  these  parents 
were  born  the  following  children:  Elizabeth  E.,  William  T.,  Henry  B., 
Emily  A.  (died  in  infancy),  David  B.,  Sarah  C.  and  Mary  E.  Like  his 
father,  Thomas  Brown  became  a  good  citizen  and  took  particular  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  gave  all  his  children  better  educations  than  were 
usually  accorded  the  youth  of  that  day.  He  served  as  school  director  for 
many  years,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a  Baptist,  in  the  church  of  which  he 
was  long  a  deacon.  For  many  terms  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  universally  esteemed  for  his  incorruptible  character  and  sound  sense. 
His  qualities  were  strong,  earnest  and  irreproachable,  and  he  reared  his 
children  to  be  honest,  industrious  and  intelligent.  He  passed  from  life 
recently,  but  his  aged  widow,  whose  excellent  influence  on  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  her  family  has  borne  such  good  fi-uit,  yet  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Wood  County. 

Henry  B.  Brown  was  born  October  6,  1847,  on  his  father's  farm  in  Knox 
County,  and  was  there  reared  and  otherwise  prepared  for  the  struggle  of 
life.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  attended  high  school  at  Fremont,  Ohio, 
and  the  succeeding  winter,  1863-64,  taught  his  first  term  of  school  in  Wood 
County  four  miles  from  his  father's  house,  receiving  for  his  pay  one  dollar 
per  day  and  "boarding  round."  He  taught  four  months  and  successfully 
managed  and  instructed  the  school,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  term  had 
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saved  every  dollar  of  his  wages,  all  of  which  he  loaned  to  his  father  to  assist 
him  in  paying  ofif  a  mortgage  on  the  farm.  He  returned  to  Fremont  the  fol- 
lowing summer  and  continued  his  attendance  at  the  high  school,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding winter  taught  the  same  school  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day 
for  a  period  of  five  months.  Having  in  view  a  good  education  and  the  means 
now  of  commencing  it,  he  entered  the  Freshman  class  of  Wesleyan  University 
at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  took  the  regular  course  through  to  the  end  of  the 
Sophomore  year,  teaching  during  the  winter  as  before.  By  this  time  he  had 
not  only  become  well  posted  on  all  the  ordinary  branches  of  learning,  but  had 
become  so  attached  to  the  work  of  teaching  that  he  resolved  to  make  it  a 
profession.  He  therefore  left  Wesleyan  University  at  the  end  of  the  Sopho- 
more year  and  entered  the  National  Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in 
which  superior  institution  he  remained  diligently  at  work  for  three  years, 
still  continuing  his  work  of  teaching  during  the  winter  months,  except  in  the 
last  year,  when  he  remained  in  the  normal  school  during  the  entire  time  in 
order  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  its  most'excellent  polishings  and  training.  He 
graduated  with  honor  in  1871,  and  was  immediately  given  the  position  of 
assistant  teacher  in  the  Northwestern  Normal  School  at  Republic,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  two  years  as  professor  of  mathematics. 

For  some  time  previous  to  this  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  found  a 
normal  school  of  his  own  on  the  first  occasion  that  presented  a  good  opening. 
He  learned  from  a  student  that  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  "presented  just  the  oppor- 
tunity desired,  and  he  accordingly  visited  the  place  to  investigate.  The  loca- 
tion with  reference  to  Chicago  and  Lake  Michigan,  its  healthfulness,  and  the 
hospitality  and  intelligence  of  its  citizens,  suited  him  and  he  determined  to 
make  the  venture.  By  this  time  he  was  an  accomplished  scholar,  a  superior 
and  enthusiastic  instructor  and  an  efficient  disciplinarian,  with  his  heart  in 
his  work  and  his  work  for  life  anxiously  awaited. 

The  old  Valparaiso  Male  and  Female  College  had  become  defunct  some 
time  before,  and  the  house  was  for  rent.  It  was  a  suitable  building  to  start 
with,  and  was  accordingly  rented  and  duly  opened  ^as  the  Northern  Indiana 
Normal  School  on  September  16,  1873.  The  first  term  opened  with  thirty- 
five  scholars,  eleven  of  whom,  together  with  three  teachers,  had  come  with 
Prof.  Brown  from  Ohio.  During  the  first  year  a  total  enrollment  of  227  stu- 
dents was  secured.  This,  though  small  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events, 
was  nevertheless  a  flattering  commencement,  and  was  an  index  of  the  crowds 
that  future  years  were  to  bring. 
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From  the  start  Prof.  Brown  was  an  extensive  advertiser.  He  issued  cir- 
culars, cards  and  prospectuses,  and  called  the  attention  of  students  far  and 
near  to  the  advantages  of  his  school.  He  adapted  liberal  methods  in  all 
things.  Instead  of  laying  down  arbitrarily  i-igid  conditions  and  requirements 
be  rather  studied,  as  a  business  man,  what  would  be  most  attractive  to  stu- 
dents of  both  sexes.  He  sought  patronage,  and  hence  in  a  large  measure 
yielded  many  exactions  to  increase  his  attendance.  For  the  same  reason  he 
opened  the  school  to  both  sexes,  lowered  the  tuition  to  the  minimum,  took  per- 
sonal steps  to  insure  poor  students  suitable  board  and  accommodations  at  the 
lowest  possible  rates;  made  it  possible  for  a  student  to  take  one  or  a  half 
dozen  studies  as  he  could  master,  and  for  him  to  enter  and  leave  at  any  time 
without  injury;  greatly  increased  the  scope  of  the  school  by  affording  thor- 
ough instruction  in  all  branches  of  learning.  These  wise  and  practical  efforts 
were  successful  in  greatly  multiplying  the  attendance.  The  second  year  850 
students  were  enrolled — a  most  gratifying  increase.  The  citizens  afforded 
Prof.  Brown  every  encouragement,  and  the  capitalists  were  unstinted  in 
lending  him  money  and  credit  at  times  when  both  were  most  needed.  He 
bought  the  school  building,  36  x  130  feet  and  three  stories  high,  for  §10,000, 
and  was  greatly  assisted  by  Messrs.  D.  F.  Skinner,  G.  Block,  A.  Freeman,  A. 
V.  Bartholomew,  Joseph  Gardner  and  others.  The  third  year  the  school  en- 
rolled 2,100  students,  employed  a  corps  of  ten  teachers,  and  was  on  a  sub- 
stantial business  and  educational  basis.  Many  new  departments  were  added 
as  demanded.  The  hill  where  the  college  sat  had  become  transformed  and 
was  now  covered  with  buildings  to  accommodate  the  many  students.  Stores 
were  opened  there,  electric  lights  introduced,  water  works  erected,  sewerage 
constructed,  streets  graded,  trees  planted,  and  the  hill  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  a  thriving  educational  center.  Mr.  Brown  lost  no  opportunity,  but 
kept  pace  in  all  things  with  the  attendance  and  the  demands;  in  fact  be  wisely 
anticipated  both,  and  thus  avoided  complaints  and  loss  of  prestige. 

In  1874  he  built  Hermitage  Hall,  a  brick  structure  three  stories  high 
and  36  x  120  feet,  which  burned  six  years  later  and  was  rebuilt  two  stories 
high.  In  1874^75  about  twelve  smaller  buildings  to  serve  as  dormitories,  each 
containing  from  twelve  to  fifteen  rooms,  were  built.  In  1875  brick  additions 
40  X  60  feet  and  three  stories  high  were  built  to  the  old  buildings,  and  one 
frame  addition  two  stories  high  and  30  x  50  feet.  In  1878  South  Hall,  which 
is  used  as  a  dormitory  for  ladies,  and  in  1880  Commercial  Hall,  were  built. 
In  1881  twelve  small  buildings  were   erected  to  serve  as  dormitories,  each 
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containing  twelve  rooms.  During  the  fii'st  half  of  the  decade  of  the  eighties 
many  important  additions  were  made.  A  library  was  established  (including 
law),  reading-room  opened,  museum  started,  and  improved  mechanical  and 
philosophical  apparatus  purchased.  In  1885  the  miisical  department  was 
made  a  part  of  the  institution,  and  now  forty  pianos  are  in  operation.  In  1881 
Prof.  Oliver  P.  Kinsey  from  the  National  Normal  School  of  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
bought  a  one-half  interest  in  the  school,  and  himself  and  wife,  both  teachers 
of  ripe  experience  and  unusual  skill  and  ability,  were  added  to  the  corps  of 
instructors,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  institution.  Unquestionably,  much  of 
the  success  of  the  school  in  recent  years  is  due  to  the  efforts  and  intelligence 
of  Prof.  Kinsey  and  wife.  As  the  various  departments  came  into  existence, 
the  services  of  the  most  capable  professors  of  art  and  letters  were  secured 
and  suitable  equipments  wei'e  provided. 

In  the  last  half  of  the  decade  of  the  eighties  great  improvements  were 
made  in  the  dormitories.  They  were  entirely  refitted  in  suites  of  sitting-room 
and  bed-room.  In  1890  the  new  main  building  of  brick  and  stone,  two  stories 
high,  60  X  120  feet,  was  built.  The  chapel  on  the  second  floor  occupies  the 
entire  area  of  the  building  and  will  seat  over  2,000  students.  It  is  equipped 
as  a  stage  and  contains  an  |1,800  Knabe  piano.  The  museum  is  on  the  lower 
floor.  The  campus  comprises  five  acres.  Besides  the  main  school  structures 
the  institution  owns  about  thirty  other  buildings  used  as  dormitories.  In  1892 
a  large  bakery  was  added  and  a  special  butcher  was  employed.  All  supplies 
are  bought  at  wholesale  for  cash.  In  this  way  students  secure  board  at  little 
advance  above  actual  cost,  at  $1.40  per  week.  Seven  hundred  tons  of  coal 
are  used  annually  and  thousands  of  bushels  of  potatoes.  In  short,  the  whole 
hill  is  rife  with  everything  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  students. 

It  is  estimated  that  nearly  100,000  students  have  attended  this  school 
since  it  was  first  founded.  They  have  come  from  ''all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  All  are  witnesses  of  the  practical  nature  of  the 
instruction  here  afforded.  In  fact,  the  practical  value  of  the  institution  is  one 
of  the  principal  boasts  of  Prof.  Brown  and  one  of  the  glories  of  the  school. 
Another  is  the  fact  that  many  thousands  of  poor  students  who  otherwise 
would  have  received  no  education  were  given  a  thorough  schooling  for  such 
price  as  they  could  afford  to  pay.  The  present  state  school  superintendents 
of  Indiana  and  Idaho  were  graduates  of  this  school.  Several  members  of  con- 
gress and  scores  of  county  school  superintendents  in  all  portions  of  the  United 
States  were  educated  here.      In  1893  there  were  enrolled  4,300  students;  there 
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has  been  a  steady  increase  from  the  start.  The  Normal  is  divided  into  twenty- 
seven  departments,  all  complete  schools  within  themselves,  conducted  by  forty- 
two  teachers  who  receive  higher  wages  than  paid  in  any  other  normal  school 
in  the  United  States.  Religious  services  are  attended  regularly  as  one  of  the 
requirements.  Literary  and  other  societies  afford  suitable  pastime  and 
instruction,  and  the  co-education  of  the  sexes  is  here  shown  to  be  a  signal 
success.  The  three  large  ladies'  dormitories  are  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  Mrs.  Kinsey.  Experienced  nurses  are  employed  to  care  for  the  sick  and 
reports  are  made  daily  to  parents  of  the  progress  of  the  invalid.  As  a  whole, 
the  institution  is  the  greatest  normal  school  in  the  United  States,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  educational  mediums  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Brown,  personally,  possesses  a  striking  face  and  figure,  inspiring  all 
with  his  dignity  and  influencing  all  with  his  magnetism.  Ordinarily,  though 
polite  and  cordial,  he  is  somewhat  reserved;  but  when  mellowed  by  friend- 
ship or  affection  he  is  a  charming  and  trusted  companion.  He  is  an  elder  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Ma- 
sonic fraternities.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  On  February  16,  1886,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Neva  W.,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Phoebe 
Axe,  of  Valparaiso.     They  have  three  children:  Helen,  Henry  K.  and  Ruth. 


-••••< 


CHARLES   F.  GRIFFIN. 

Since  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  Union,  its  bar  has  been 
second  to  that  of  no  other  State  for  learning,  ability  and  the  establishment  of 
just  precedent  from  new  social,  industrial  and  political  conditions.  This  prom- 
inence of  Indiana  is  due  as  much,  perhaps  more,  to  her  brilliant  lawyers  as 
to  her  eminent  jurists.  Both  have  contributed  immeasurably  to  the  legal 
standing  of  the  State.  For  fifteen  years  Charles  F.  Grifiin,  before  coming  to 
Chicago,  was  engaged  actively  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Crown  Point,  Indiana, 
and  since  his  location  in  this  city  he  has  taken  rank  as  one  of  her  foremost 
legal  pleaders  and  practitioners.    His  office  is  in  the  Tacoma  building,  and  he 
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is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Olds  &  Griffin,  the  former  of  whom,  until 
recently,  was  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Griffin  was 
born  at  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  June  10,  1857,  his  parents  being  Elihu  and 
Melissa  (Scott)  Griffin,  the  father  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Indiana,  and  the 
mother  of  Wayne  county,  Indiana.  The  gi-eat-grandfathers  on  both  sides  of  the 
family  were  soldiers  in  the  Eevolutiou.  Samuel  Griffin,  the  grandfather  of 
Charles  F.,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Henry  County,  Indiana,  where  his  sou,  Elihu,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
born.  In  1856,  Elihu  Griffin  located  at  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  where  for 
twenty-five  years  he  successfully  practiced  his  profession  and  became  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs.  As  a  Republican  he  took  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  was  sent  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  represent  them  one  term  in  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Conven- 
tion of  1864  which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  and  in 
many  other  ways  was  useful  to  his  party  and  his  constituents.  He  was  learned 
in  the  law  and  a  man  of  excellent  natural  gifts,  but  physical  disabilities  re- 
stricted his  energy  and  his  practice.  During  the  Rebellion,  he  was  first  a 
recruiting  officer,  and  later  a  paymaster  in  the  Federal  army  with  the  rank  of 
major,  and  while  engaged  in  the  latter  capacity  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
head  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  which  injury  resulted  in  partial  paralysis  for 
twenty-three  years.  He  died  in  1887,  his  wife  having  passed  from  life  five 
years  previously.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  sous  and  one 
daughter,  the  latter  dying  in  childhood.  Horace  M.,  the  eldest  son,  is  a  promi- 
nent business  man  at  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  Cassius  C,  the  youngest,  resides 
at  Hammond,  Indiana. 

Charles  F.  Griffin  grew  to  man's  estate  at  Crown  Point,  and  received  a 
good  education  in  the  public  schools,  finishing  with  a  short  course  at  the 
Quaker  Academy  at  Spiceland,  Indiana.  While  yet  in  his  teens  he  began  to  teach 
school,  and  during  the  same  time  to  study  law  at  odd  times  and  vacations,  thus 
continuing  until  1878,  when  he  successfully  passed  the  examination  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  had  previously  been  associated  with  his  father  be- 
fore his  admission  to  the  bar,  and  thus  his  legal  knowledge  was  thoroughly 
practical  when  he  began  his  independent  career  as  a  lawyer.  He  "  hung  out 
his  shingle  "  at  Crown  Point,  where  he  was  born  and  reared  and  where  he  was 
well  known,  all  constituting  a  sufficient  test  both  of  his  ability  and  high  char- 
acter. For  the  nine  years  he  remained  in  the  practice  at  Crown  Point  he  en- 
joyed a  large  and  profitable  clientage,    constantly  increasing  as  he  grew  older 
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and  more  experienced,  though  no  less  reliable.  By  reason  of  his  skill  and 
ability  in  his  profession  he  acquired  a  State  reputation,  which  in  1886  secured 
for  him  the  nomination  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  Secretary  of  State,  to  which 
high  position  he  was  duly  elected,  and  in  which  he  served  with  credit  for  four 
years,  having  been  re-elected  in  1888.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  a  delegate  at 
large  from  Indiana  to  the  National  Eepublican  Convention  at  Minneapolis, 
and  was  one  of  Gen.  Harrison's  strongest  supporters  in  the  contest  of  the 
latter  for  a  renomiuation.  He  had  charge  of  the  Harrison  headquarters  in  the 
Grand  Pacific  Hotel  at  Chicago  before  the  delegation  went  to  Minneapolis. 

In  1891  he  removed  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  where  he  opened  a  law  office, 
and  at  the  same  time  also  opened  an  office  in  Chicago  in  partnership  with 
Judge  Olds.  In  addition  to  his  legal  practice,  Mr.  Griffin  has  become  inter- 
ested in  several  profitable  industrial  ventures,  and  at  all  times  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  deliberations  and  movements  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
which,  in  Indiana,  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  useful  members.  In 
business  he  has  been  equally  prominent  and  successful.  He  was  the  leading 
spirit  and  promoter  of  the  movement  which  led  to  the  construction  of  the  Ham- 
mond, Whiting  &  East  Chicago  Electric  Railway,  which  now  has  twelve  miles 
of  track  in  operation,  and  of  which  company  he  is  now  the  President.  He 
also  distinguished  himself  in  securing  for  Hammond  the  new  system  of  water 
works,  which  has  proved  so  necessary  and  valuable  for  the  town,  connecting 
it  with  the  pure  water  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  plant  has  down  sixteen  miles 
of  pipes,  and  cost  $130,000.  He  has  taken  special  interest  in  the  construction 
of  railways  through  Lake  County,  Indiana,  and  was  the  legal  adviser  and  coun- 
sel of  the  Chicago  &  Erie  Railroad  in  securing  the  right  of  way  through  the 
western  portion  of  the  State.  He  also  served  the  Monon  and  the  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois &  Iowa  Railways  in  the  same  capacity  and  with  the  same  satisfactory  re- 
sults. It  was  mainly  through  his  efforts  that  these  roads  secured  the  coveted 
right  of  way  through  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

In  1892  he  was  prominently  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Republican 
nomination  for  the  Governorship  of  Indiana,  but  woiald  not  permit  the  use  of 
his  name,  and  the  nomination  passed  to  that  preacher-politician,  Ira  J.  Chase. 
He  is  an  intimate  friend  of  ex-President  Harrison.  His  manners  are  pleasing 
and  gentlemanly,  and  his  conversation  sparkling  and  entertaining.  Having 
been  active  and  very  prominent  in  four  political  campaigns  in  Indiana,  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  he  could  no  doubt  have  any  official  position  within  the 
gift  of  the  people  of  that  State.     His  high  character  and  prominence  are  alone 
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proved  by  the  fact  that  ex-Chief  Justice  Olds  of  Indiana,  a  man  of  eniiueiice 
aud  learuiiig,  gracioasly  became  his  partner  iu  1893  iu  the  practice  of  law  at 
Chicago. 

He  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  organizations,  and  in  1890-91  was 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  United  States.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  Masonry.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Columbus  Club  of  Indianapolis,  and 
in  1893  became  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  Chicago.  From  1884 
until  1892  he  was  a  member  of  the  Indiana  State  Militia.  He  organized  and 
was  captain  of  the  company  at  Crown  Point,  and  at  the  time  of  his  resigna- 
tion was  the  major  of  the  Third  Regiment.  Thus,  in  the  midst  of  an  active, 
honorable  and  useful  life  he  has  found  time  to  be  agreeable  aud  entertaining. 

In  1881  he  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  Burhans,  of  Lowell,  Lake  County, 
Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Ida  and  Karl.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  GriiBn 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  chosen  a  commissioner  to 
the  last  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  held  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  during  which  time  he  assisted  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Briggs  for  heresy, 
and  voted  for  his  acquittal. 


>  •••  • 


WILLIAM   HAYDEN   ENGLISH, 

This  distinguished  son  and  representative  of  Indiana  was  born  at  Lex- 
ington, Scott  County,  August  27,  1822,  a  son  of  Elisha  G.  English,  a  pioneer 
of  the  State,  and  for  forty  years  the  incumbent  of  various  positions  of  trust 
and  official  importance.  Philip  Eastin,  his  maternal  grandfather,  was  a  gal- 
lant officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  On  the  maternal  side,  his  mother 
descended  from  Jost  Hite,  that  historic  character  who  was  the  head  and 
guide  of  the  German  colony  which  in  1732  settled  the  Virginia  Valley. 
Maj.  Joseph  and  Lieut.  Isaac  Bowman,  both  identified  with  Indiana  in 
her  pioneer  days  as  officers  under  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark,  at  the  time 
of  his  campaign  through  this  part  of  the  country,  were  also  descendents  of 
Jost  Hite.  The  former,  who  was  second  in  command  of  the  expedition,  died 
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in  the  fort  at  Vinceunes  duriDg  the  year  following  its  capture  from  the  Brit- 
ish. For  his  military  services,  Lieut.  Bowman  was  granted  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  the  Ohio,  opposite  Louisville,  and  he  gave  a  part  of  it  as  the 
original  town  site  of  Jeffersonville,  which  he  named  in  honor  of  President 
Jefferson,  who  was  his  warm  personal  friend  and  who  drew  the  town  plat. 
After  acquiring  such  education  as  the  common  schools  of  his  time  and  local- 
ity afforded,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  Hanover  College  several 
years,  and,  studying  law,  very  early  in  life  assumed  important  responsibili- 
ties. "When  the  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1810  was  held  at  Indianapo- 
lis, Mr.  English  was  one  of  the  two  delegates  from  Scott  County  in  that  body, 
though  he  was  but  eighteen  years  old  at  the  time.  The  other  delegate  from 
that  county  was  his  father,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  then  in  session,  and 
the  two  cast  their  influence  for  the  nomination  of  Tilghman  A.  Howard  for 
governor.  In  going  to  the  State  capital  Mr.  English  traveled  on  horseback, 
there  being  then  no  railroads  in  the  State,  and  it  took  him  three  days  to  make 
the  journey.  The  weather  was  extremely  cold  at  the  time  (the  convention 
was  held  January  8),  but  the  young  Democrat  thought  little  of  that.  In 
1843,  when  James  Whitcomb  was  nominated  for  governor,  Mr.  English  was 
principal  secretary  of  the  convention.  To  follow  his  history  in  this  connec- 
tion down  to  the  present  time  would  be  to  write  very  largelj-  the  history  of 
every  Democratic  State  Convention  in  Indiana  during  the  past  fifty  years,  for 
he  has  been  prominent  iu  very  nearly  all  of  them.  Before  he  had  attained 
his  majority  he  had  been  deputy  clerk  of  his  county  and  postmaster  of  his 
town,  and  was  duly  licensed  to  practice  law;  and  within  the  succeeding  two 
years  he  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the  Indiana  Supreme  Court,  and  that  too 
under  the  old  rigid  system  of  thorough  examinations.  He  was  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  Indiana  House  of  Kepresentatives  in  1843-44,  and  in  1850  was 
principal  secretary  of  the  State  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of 
Indiana,  and  he  was  a  member  and  speaker  of  the  first  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives elected  under  that  Constitution.  During  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Polk  he  held  a  clerkship  in  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington, 
and  about  1850  he  was  the  incumbent  of  a  clerkship  iu  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  was  four  times  elected  to  Congress,  and  served  daring  the  eight 
years  of  intense  excitement  immediately  preceding  the  Civil  War,  a  period 
of  most  important  national  legislation,  with  which  he  was  closely  and  iufluen- 
tially  identified.  He  was  the  author  of  a  compromise  measure  relating  to  the 
admission  of  Kansas  as  a  State,  which  became  a  law  and  excited  much  acri- 
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monious  discussion,  known  as  "the  English  bill."  He  was  a  regent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  at  Washington  from  1853  to  1861.  During  all  this 
period  of  political  prominence  and  activity  in  connection  with  the  momentous 
events  preceding  the  War  of  the  States,  Mr.  English  bore  himself  as  a  states- 
man and  patriot  and  has  ever  borne  the  reputation  of  an  uncompromising 
foe  to  disunion.  In  1861  he  declined  a  nomination  to  Congress  in  order  to 
engage  in  banking.  In  1880  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  ticket  with  Gen.  Hancock.  This 
ticket  received  a  greater  number  of  votes  in  Indiana  than  the  Democratic 
State's  ticket  had  received  a  few  weeks  previously,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
result  of  that  and  other  State  elections  had  pretty  clearly  foreshadowed  a 
Kepublican  victory  in  the  Presidential  contest.  More  than  thirty  years  ago, 
Mr.  English,  in  connection  with  J.  F.  S.  Lanier,  then  a  great  banker  of 
New  York,  but  before  that  time  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  and  George  W.  Eiggs, 
of  the  celebrated  banking  house  of  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  others,  established  the  fii"st  "First  National  Bank  of  Indianapolis,"  and 
he  was  for  fourteen  years  its  president.  During  that  long  period  it  was 
one  of  the  most  ably  conducted  and  most  prospei'ous  banks  in  the  country, 
and  through  his  administration  of  its  chief  executive  office  Mr.  English  won 
a  reputation  as  a  financier  no  less  brilliant  than  that  which  he  had  acquired 
as  a  statesman.  > 

Mr.  English's  connection  with  the  convention  which  in  1850  framed 
the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  his  membership  of  the  first  Legislature 
elected  thereafter,  have  been  mentioned.  In  1884  there  was  a  reunion  at 
Indianapolis  of  the  survivors  of  that  convention  and  assembly  and  of  all  pre- 
vious Legislatures.  It  was  an  event  of  the  utmost  public  interest,  and  was 
participated  in  by  such  men  as  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, William  S.  Holman,  William  E.  Niblack,  Alvin  P.  Hovey,  and  other 
political  celebrities  of  the  earlier  days,  and  during  the  session  it  was  deter- 
mined that  some  action  should  be  taken  to  insure  the  perpetuation  of  the  early 
history  of  the  State  and  its  public  men,  and,  in  view  of  his  well  known  literary 
ability  and  his  intimate  knowledge  of  and  enthusiasm  for  the  subject,  Mr. 
English  was  selected  to  perform  this  patriotic  but  onerous  task,  and  he  has 
since  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  gathering  the  materials  for  and  writing 
this  work,  the  progress  of  which  is  of  so  much  interest  to  all  intelligent 
citizens  of  the  State  and  the  appearance  of  which  is  most  anxiously  awaited. 
His    interest  in  everything    pertaining  to  the  history  of    the  State  of  his 
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nativity  and  his  life-long  residence  is  very  great,  and  for  several  years  he 
has  been  president  of  the  Indiana  Historical  Society.  Mr.  English  has  for 
ten  years  held  the  controlling  interest  in  all  the  street  railway  lines  in  In- 
dianapolis ,  and  for  a  long  period  was  largely  identified  with  the  business 
of  that  prosperous  city.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Indianapo- 
lis Clearing  House,  and  its  president  as  long  as  he  remained  in  the  bank- 
ing business.  He  was  also  the  author  of  the  first  resolutions  adopted  in 
favor  of  building  the  great  Indiana  State  Soldiers'  Monument,  now  far  ad- 
vanced toward  completion,  and  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  commissioners. 
Mr.  English  was  married  in  1847  to  Miss  Emma  M.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  died  in  1877,  leaving  two  children,  '\^'ill  E.  English,  a  popular  and 
influential  citizen  of  Indianapolis,  and  Kose  English,  now  the  wife  of  Doctor 
Willoughby  Walling,  of  Chicago. 


>  •••  < 


ALBERT  IRVING  GOULD. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio  was  Daniel  Gould  who  located  a  farm 
in  Union  County  as  early  as  the  year  1836,  and  who  resided  there  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  cleared  two  farms  of  primeval  forest,  and  achieved  a  rep- 
utation as  an  honest,  industrious  citizen,  and  a  warm  friend  and  kind  neighbor. 
He  married  Adaline  Wilkius,  who,  like  her  husband,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  three  sons  blessed  their  union, — John  H.,  an  attorney  located 
at  Delphi,  Indiana;  Samuel  W.,  a  practicing  physician  at  Argos,  this  States 
and  Albert  I.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  came  to  Indiana 
during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  and  died  at  Argos  in  October,  1888,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  preceded  bj'  his  wife  in  January  of  the  same 
year. 

Albert  Irving  Gould  is  a  native  of  Saratoga,  New  York,  his  birth  occur- 
ring March  26,  1833,  and  when  a  child  of  three  years  old  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  the  then  far-western  state  of  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
Being  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  his  youth  was  spent  in  a  limited  attendance 
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at  the  pioneer  schools  and  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  at  clearing, 
grubbing,  mauling  rails  and  similar  occupations.  When  seventeen  years  old 
lie  began  teaching  school,  and  with  the  proceeds  thus  obtained  was  enabled  to 
attend  academy  at  Marysville  and  Mechanicsburg.  When  eighteen  years  old 
he  began  reading  law  under  the  tuition  of  Lawrence  &  West,  at  Bellefontaine, 
and  in  1853  was  admitted  to  practice  by  Chief  Justice  Corwin  of  the  State 
Supreme  Court.  Prior  to  this  time,  and  while  teaching  school,  Mr.  Gould  was 
examined  by  Sunset  Cox,  and  granted  a  two  years'  license  to  teach.  He  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Marysville,  Ohio,  but  shortly  afterwards  moved 
to  Bellevue,  Iowa,  where  he  published  a  newspaper  about  two  years.  In  1857 
he  came  to  Indiana,  and  the  winter  of  1857-58  organized  and  conducted,  in  con- 
junction with  his  brother  John,  the  Star  Dramatic  Company.  Notwithstanding 
the  brightly  colored  posters  advertising  the  company  and  the  strenuous  efforts 
of  the  Gould  brothers,  the  organization  came  to  grief  and  quit  business  after 
three  exhibitions.  So  dismal  was  this  disaster  that  the  Judge,  in  his  latter 
career,  has  been  heard  to  express  himself  that  he  believed  that  even  the  postei-s 
had  never  been  paid  for.  In  July,  1858,  he  located  at  Winamac,  where  he 
practiced  law  several  years,  but  this  he  abandoned  in  1868,  and  for  the  suc- 
ceeding nine  years  was  chief  deputy  auditor  and  manager  of  the  office  at 
Covington.  From  the  expiration  of  that  time  until  February,  1882,  he  carried 
on  a  successful  law  practice  at  Indianapolis.  Since  then  he  has  resided  at 
Knox,  where  he  has  acquired  an  excellent  practice,  has  served  as  County 
Attorney  and  is  the  present  attorney  for  the  town  of  Knox.  Judge  Gould  is 
active  in  politics,  a  firm  believer  and  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Kepub- 
lican  party  and  a  potent  factor  in  the  politics  of  north-western  Indiana. 

May  16,  1861,  occurred  his  marriage  with  Martha  M.  Tibbetts,  a  native 
of  Iowa,  and  to  them  two  children  have  been  born:  Alice,  now  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Sears,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  May,  a  stenographer  and  typewriter,  at 
Chicago,  Illinois.  He  wedded  Elizabeth  Wierbaugh,  for  his  second  wdfe,  in 
187L 

Personally,  Judge  Gould  is  of  a  most  commanding  presence,  being  six 
feet  and  two  inches  in  height  and  weighing  370  pounds.  Jovial  in  disposi- 
tion, companionable  by  nature  he  measures  his  friends  only  by  the  number  of 
his  acquaintances.  An  excellent  judge  of  law,  an  able  advocate  and  a  keen 
reader  of  human  nature  ranks  him  a  conspicuous  intellectual  giant  among  the 
prominent  men  of  northern  Indiana. 
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JACOB   FORSYTH. 

This  gentleman  has  been  a  resident  of  Chicago  since  1857,  and  since  1867 
has  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  development  of  East  Chicago,  Whiting 
and  Calumet  property,  and  may  be  considered  the  pioneer  operator  in  the 
localities  which,  largely  through  his  efforts,  have  been  developed  into  great 
prominence  as  residence  and  manufacturing  suburbs. 

Born  in  North  of  Ireland  in  1821,  Mr.  Forsyth  came  with  his  parents  ta 
America  in  1836,  and  located  in  Pittsburgh,  the  then  "Gateway  of  the  West," 
and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  began  his  business  career  by  connecting  him- 
self with  the  transportation  business  then  in  vogue.  At  that  time  freights 
were  brought  from  the  East  to  Pittsburgh  via  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  in  the 
summer,  and  by  means  of  the  historic  Conestoga  Wagons  in  the  winter,  and 
shipped  thence  west  by  river  and  by  means  of  wagons.  With  the  details  of  this 
peculiar  and  then  important  business  Mr.  Forsyth  became  familiar,  and  was 
so  successful  in  it  and  advanced  so  rapidly  that  in  time  he  was  made  the  agent 
at  Pittsburgh  of  the  Adams  Express  Company.  It  was  but  natural  that  his 
manifest  adaptability  to  this  business  should  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
Clarke  &  Co.,  the  agents  for  the  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  in  its  through  freight 
department,  or  that,  securing  his  services,  they  should  have  sent  him  as  one 
of  their  representatives  in  Chicago.  Freight  came  West  fi-om  Pittsburgh,  via 
the  Fort  Wayne  Railroad  to  Plymouth,  Indiana;  thence,  via  a  short  railroad, 
to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  from  that  point,  via  the  Michigan  Southern  Eailway, 
to  Chicago.  Coming  to  this  city  in  1857,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  so  markedly  suc- 
cessful in  his  broader  field  that  his  efficiency  was  recognized  about  1860  by 
his  appointment  as  General  Northwestern  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  for 
the  old  Erie  Railway,  which  position  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and 
greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Erie  people  until  he  resigned  it  about  1867 
to  begin  his  since  so  successful  career  as  a  real  estate  operator. 

Mr.  Forsyth  had  married  in  1846  Miss  Caroline  M.  Clarke,  a  native  of 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  about  twenty-six  years  ago  she  inherited 
throuc^h  her  brother,  George  W.  Clarke,  an  old  Chicago  real  estate  owner, 
who  died  in  1866 — a  tract  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Lake  County,  In- 
diana.    Mr.  Clarke  came  to  Chicago  in  an  early  day;  he  was  a  civil  engineer; 
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one  of  the  engineers  for  the  Michigan  Canal.  The  location  of  this  acreage, 
and  the  probability  of  its  some  time  being  valuable  suburban  Chicago  property, 
at  once  impressed  themselves  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  mind,  and  he  began  to  acquire 
as  much  other  property  near  this  as  he  could  buy  to  advantage.  He  purchased 
tract  after  tract,  until  he  had  secured  altogether  about  fifteen  thousand  acres. 

To  the  acquisition  of  these  lands  and  to  their  subdivision  and  sale  he  has 
devoted  himself  entirely  since  1867,  and  at  this  time  he  has  about  sixteen 
hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  is  realizing  at  the  rate  of  $7,000  to  $9,000 
per  acre. 

Anyone  at  all  familiar  with  real  estate  conditions  in  Chicago  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  knows  that  there  was  no  opportunity  for  rapid  speculation  in 
those  Lake  County,  Indiana,  lands,  and  this  being  true,  the  wise  foresight  of 
Mr.  Forsyth  in  investing  in  them  so  extensively  and  so  systematically  must  be 
apparent,  and  as  a  pioneer  in  the  development  of  this  property  he  is  entitled 
to  no  small  measure  of  credit,  and  to  more  still  for  the  unswerving  perseverance 
with  which  he  has  all  along  worked  for  its  development  to  its  present  demand 
anil  market  value.  The  land  now  occupied  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at 
Whiting,  Indiana,  where  that  corporation  alone  employs  nearly  four  thousand 
men,  was  sold  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  valuable  plants  and  subdivisions  are  being 
located  all  over  these  lands,  which  will  increase  in  value  each  year,  as  all  prop- 
erty must  of  necessity  in  and  around  Chicago. 

Mr.  Forsyth  built  the  first  house  at  East  Chicago,  in  1887,  and  at  the 
same  place  donated  1,000  acres  of  land  to  the  Standard  Steel  and  Iron  Com- 
pany for  a  town  site,  which  is  now  East  Chicago,  and  which  has  a  population 
of  about  4,000. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  already  built  some  sixty  odd  houses  at  Whiting,  and  the 
building  and  improvement  still  continue.  He  is,  and  always  has  been,  favor- 
ably disposed  towai-d,  and  taken  an  active  interest  in,  the  location  of  manu- 
facturing interests  in  Lake  County.  One  of  the  coming  improvements,  and  one 
which  will  materially  enhance  the  value  of  Lake  County  lands,  will  doubtless 
be  the  building  of  a  harbor  on  Lake  Michigan  at  the  outlet  of  Wolf  Lake. 
Upon  this  improvement  a  U.  S.  engineer  has  already  made  a  favorable  report. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  this  work  will  be  accomplished.  Concerning 
this  matter  Mr.  Forsyth  is  taking  an  active  interest,  as  he  does  for  all  other 
interests  for  the  good  of  Lake  County. 

In  these  transactions  Mr.  Forsyth  has  amassed  a  handsome  fortune,  which, 
in  a  healthy  and  hearty  old  age,  he  is  enjoying  along  with   the  satisfaction 
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that  must  come  to  any  mau  from  the  contemplation  of  a  well  spent  life.  His 
family  circle  is  a  large  and  most  pleasant  one.  He  has  nine  children  living, 
all  of  them  good  and  useful  men  and  women,  honoring  a  worthy  parentage 
by  a  strict  observance  of  all  that  goes  to  make  true  nobility  of  character. 


'  ••  •  < 


GEORGE  W.  BEEMAN. 

The  story  of  the  life  of  this  distinguished  citizen  rightfully  belongs  to 
the  public,  and  can  be  read  by  all  with  pride  and  profit.  Every  person  may 
learn  from  the  history  of  his  life  of  the  trials  which  humanity  must  meet,  of 
the  obstacles  which  may  be  overcome  by  activity,  intelligence  and  honesty, 
and  of  the  success  which  will  result  from  continuous  well-doing.  Having 
passed  through  every  phase  of  prosperity,  having  seen  the  ups  and  downs  of 
a  life  devoted  to  the  advanceruent  of  the  elemental  rules  of  our  complicated 
civilization,  Jiulge  Beemau's  life  story  is  well  worthy  of  perusal  and  study  and 
of  emulation  by  our  youth. 

Judge  George  W.  Beeman  was  born  at  Sedalia,  Missouri,  August  17, 
1845,  one  of  two  sons  born  to  the  marriage  of  James  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Smiley)  Beeman,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  respectively,  the 
latter  being  a  descendant  of  General  Smiley,  of  Revolutionary  "War  fame. 
James  W.  Beeman  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Missouri,  emigrating  to 
that  State  as  early  as  1832,  and  settling  near  Sedalia,  where  he  became  a  pros- 
perous fai'mer.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  old  orthodox 
Methodist  Church,  and  was  an  uncompromising  loyalist  in  his  views  upon  the 
public  issues  of  the  day.  Of  unquestioned  integrity,  te  was  appointed  judge 
of  his  judicial  circuit  during  the  troublous  times  of  border  warfare  in  that 
State,  and  so  satisfactorily  did  he  administer  the  duties  of  this  position  that 
he  was  retained  as  such  for  eleven  years,  having  been  twice  elected.  He  died 
in  that  State  in  1889,  having  attained  the  highest  type  of  manhood — that  of 
being  universally  respected,  and  an  honest.  God-fearing  man.  The  eldest  of 
his  two  sons,  James  W.,  served  his  country  with  fidelity  during  our  Civil 
War,  having  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  in  Company  A,  Sixth  Missouri  Cav- 
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airy,  under  Gen.  Montgomery,  when  180  miles  from  the  Federal  lines.  It 
was  under  such  conditions  in  the  border  States,  when  oftentimes  families 
were  divided  in  their  opinions  and  actions,  that  it  required  loyalty  of  the 
staunchest  kind  to  become  enrolled  as  an  active  participant  in  war  for  tlie 
preservation  of  the  Union.  He  sei'ved  until  Grant's  army  was  besieging 
Vicksburg,  when  his  death  resulted  from  sickness,  caused  by  exposure  inci- 
dent to  army  life. 

Judge  George  W.  Beeman  industriously  passed  his  youthful  days  in  assist- 
ing his  father  upon  the  home  farm,  and  attending  the  pioneer  subscription 
schools.  When  but  a  boy  of  sixteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted,  in  September,  1861, 
in  Company  A,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  served  gallantly,  in  company  with 
his  brother,  through  the  battles  of  Springfield,  Pea  Ridge,  Batesville,  Arkan- 
sas Post,  and  until  the  latter's  death.  Under  protest  then,  but  at  the  urgent 
demands  of  his  parents,  he  returned  home  and  resumed  his  schooling  under 
the  tuition  of  Professor  Cheshire,  a  pronounced  loyalist,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  a  cousin.  Fitting  himself  for  college,  he  entered  the  State 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating  with  distinction  from  the 
law  department  of  that  institution  March  7,  1867.  He  had  taken  the  law 
course  without  intending  to  make  its  practice  his  life's  occupation,  and  he 
returned  to  the  farm  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  seven  years.  Beeman's 
Station,  Missouri,  was  named  in  his  honor.  Locating  then  in  Crown  Point, 
Indiana,  he  practiced  law  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Knox,  Starke  County, 
Indiana,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  he  has  achieved  just  renown 
as  an  exemplary  citizen,  a  polished  gentleman  of  all  the  courtly  grace  of  the 
Southern  school,  and  a  lawyer  of  high  repute.  During  fourteen  years  of  his 
residence  in  Knox  he  has  served  fourteen  years  as  County  Attorney,  and  in 
1886  he  was  elected  and  served  two  years  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the 
44th  Judicial  Circuit. 

He  has  been  an  unswerving  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and,  during  campaigns.  Judge  Beeman  is  called  upon  from  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  State  to  make  speeches  and  lend  his  influence  for  the 
furtherance  of  his  party's  candidates.  Particularly  is  this  so  in  German  com- 
munities, as  he  speaks  that  language  with  great  fluency.  A  strong  believer 
and  advocate  of  temperance  of  all  kinds  has  left  to  Judge  Beeman  a  clear 
perception  and  an  unclouded  mind.  His  success  in  life  is  demonstrated  by  his 
deserved  popularity  among  his  acquaintances,  and  the  possession  of  a  comfort- 
able amount  of  this  world's  goods.     He  opposed  the  reuomiuation  of  President 
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Clevelaud  in  1892,  and  became  the  choice  of  bis  faction  for  elector.  So  skillfully 
did  be  manage  bis  canvass  tbat  be  not  onlj'  acquired  tbe  bigbest  reputation  as  a 
politician,  but  was  only  defeated  by  tbe  President's  supporters,  wbo  were  largely 
in  tbe  majority,  by  four  votes.  He  is  a  member  of  tbe  Odd  Fellows,  I.  O.  of 
G.  T.  and  K.  O.  T.  M.  fraternities,  and  for  tbe  past  twelve  years  bas  been 
attorney  for  tbe  New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Kailroad  Company.  One 
son  bas  been  born  to  his  marriage,  whom  he  has  named  Tburman  in  honor  of 
the  "  Old  Eoman  "  of  Ohio  politics. 


NATHANIEL   PETTIT. 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  tbe  Pettit  family  removed  to  Canada  from  tbe 
State  of  New  Jersey  a  considerable  time  before  tbe  American  Revolution,  and 
settled  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Hamilton.  Nathaniel  Pettit  plainly  recalls  tbe  fact 
tbat  bis  grandfather  kept  a  tavern  at  tbe  foot  of  what  was  known  as  "The  Moun- 
tain," some  thirteen  miles  east  of  Hamilton,  and  this  building  was  built  and  occu- 
pied prior  to  1776.  He  also  remembers  having  heard  some  of  tbe  elder  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Pettit  family  tell  of  trips  which  their  progenitors  took  from  Jersey 
to  Canada,  and  tbat  on  one  of  these  occasions,  which  was  made  on  horseback, 
tbe  traveler  had  to  be  taken  across  an  intervening  river  in  a  basket.  The 
name  of  the  paternal  grandfather  was  John,  and  his  family  consisted  of  the 
following  children:  Robert,  Charles,  James,  John,  Annie  and  Josetb.  Robert 
Pettit,  tbe  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married  June  25,  1812,  to 
Miss  Abigail  Wilson,  whose  home  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  historical  battle- 
field of  Lundy's  Lane.  After  bis  marriage,  Robert  Pettit  tilled  a  farm  on 
tbe  summit  of  the  "  Mountain  "  at  tbe  foot  of  which  bis  father  had  his  tavern. 
To  Robert  Pettit  and  bis  wife  sis  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born:  Charles, 
born  April  10,  1813;  Thomas  "W.,  born  October  22,  1814,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 18,  1844;  Mary  A.,  born  October  18,  1816;  William,  born  February  11, 
1819;  Martha,  born  August  8,  1821;  John,  born  February  7,  1823;  Nathaniel, 
born  October  18,  1825;  James  R.,  born  July  12,  1829;and  Abigail,  born  Octo- 
ber 12,  1832.  Mary  A.  died  July  21,  1869,  and  Charles  on  the  2l8t  of  March, 
1890.     The  father  of  these  children,  passed  away  November  1,  1844,  and  his 
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wife,  who  was  born  at  Liindy's  Lane,  died  on  the  18tli  of  October,  1861.  Na- 
thaniel Pettit  was  born  in  Wentworth  county,  Canada,  October  18,  1825,  and 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  as  a  farmer,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  T.  Forbes,  he  left  his  home  and  pushed  on  farther 
into  the  unbroken  wilds,  locating  about  150  miles  from  his  old  home  and  some 
20  miles  north  of  Lake  Ontario,  where  he  entered  land  and  commenced  to  hew 
out  for  himself  a  home.  He  took  up  200  acres  in  one  tract,  and  on  this  he 
erected  a  log  house  and  the  frame-work  of  a  barn,  which  he  roofed  over.  This 
move  of  his  north-eastward,  however,  proved  unsuccessful,  as  crops  would  not 
do  well  on  account  of  the  severe  weather  and  climate,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  Mr.  Pettit  sold  his  claim  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  Thomas  for 
the  small  sum  of  $80,  and  thus  abandoned  all  idea  of  farming  in  that  section, 
June  6,  1848,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Tryphena  Nickerson,  and  in  1850,  in 
company  with  his  father-in-law's  family,  he  came  to  Indiana,  via  Buffalo, 
Detroit,  New  Buffalo,  and  thence  to  Indiana.  The  household  and  other  goods 
were  hauled  by  wagon  from  New  Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Pettit  recalls  some  un- 
pleasant incidents  connected  with  this  journey,  such  as  fording  a  stream  by  the 
light  of  a  borrowed  lantern  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  etc.  During  1850  he 
delivered  cross  ties  for  the  Michigan  Central  R.  E.,  at  which  work  he  earned 
$5  per  day.  In  the  winter  of  1851  he  worked  at  grading  on  the  New  Albany 
road,  and  also  built  a  shanty  along  the  line,  in  which  he  boarded  the  hands. 
He  worked  on  the  railroad  and  hauled  wood  for  its  building  during  1852,  and 
in  this  year  his  little  daughter  Lorintha,  the  only  child  they  then  had,  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years  and  four  months.  The  same  year  Mr.  Pettit  moved  to 
Laporte  County,  Indiana,  where  he  farmed  for  two  years;  but  in  1855  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  life  then  becoming  unendur- 
able and  impossible  on  the  farm,  he  left  it  and  spent  the  winter  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Forbes,  near  Coburg,  Porter  County,  Indiana.  From  there  he 
moved  to  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living,  and  on  the  16tli  of  April,  1856; 
was  married  again;  but  November  11,  1872,  was  divorced,  from  his  wife.  To 
this  marriage  the  following  children  were  born :  Tryphena  Oela,  born  April 
7,  1859;  Clara  Aurelia,  born  June  10,  1861,  and  Flora,  born  December  11, 
1863.  The  eldest  daughter  was  married  to  Thomas  Blake,  by  whom  she  has 
two  children  living  and  one  deceased:  Flora  May,  born  September  9,  1880; 
Madge,  born  July  23, 1885,  and  died  January  5, 1888 ;  and  Leslie  Nathaniel,  born 
May  18,  1889.  This  family  lives  in  Chicago.  Clara  Aurelia  married  S.  J.  But- 
cher, lives  in  Burlington  Junction,  Missouri,  and  has  one  child,  Byron  D.,  who 
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■was  boru  November  10,  1885.  Flora  married  Dr.  J.  H.  Penn,  lives  in  Sidney, 
Iowa,  aud  has  two  children:  Bruce  and  Clara.  May  27,  1874,  Mr.  Pettit  was 
married  to  Sarah  Eebecca  Burch,  daughter  of  Piuth  Burch,  in  whose  family 
there  are  eleven  children:  William,  Hiram,  Lydia,  Sarah,  Newton,  Charles, 
Ella,  Flora,  Ida,  Louis  and  Edward.  Newton,  Ida  and  Louis  are  dead,  and  the 
rest  are  married  and  living  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Hiram  resides 
in  Ohio  with  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Louisa  Smith;  William  married  May 
J.  Derby,  and  lives  in  South  Bend,  Indiana;  Lydia  married  William  Marshall, 
and  also  lives  in  South  Bend ;  Charles  married  Mary  Bust,  aud  lives  in  Dayton, 
Illinois;  Ella  married  William  Bust,  is  now  a  widow,  and  lives  in  South  Bend; 
Flora  married  Jacob  Williams,  and  lives  in  Lake  County,  Indiana;  and  Edward 
lives  in  Valparaiso.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch  were  born  in  Delaware  County,  New 
York,  and  removed  from  there  to  Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
there  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  and  three  sons  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  their  country  during  the  Bebellion.  Hiram  and  Newton  were 
wounded  and  Newton  sacrificed  his  life  for  his  country.  Both  the  grandfather 
and  great-grandfather  formed  part  of  the  brave  little  army  that  faced  British 
bullets  in  the  never-to-be-forgotten  engagement  at  Bunker  Hill,  fighting 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  War  as  members  of  the  Colonial  Army.  Mem- 
bers of  this  family  also  took  part  in  the  War  of  1812  and  the  Mexican  War 
Mr.  Burch  lived  to  the  age  of  71  years,  dying  in  1889,  and  the  mother 
died  in  1892,  at  the  ripe  age  of  78  years.  The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Pettit 
often  related  incidents  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  in  which  her  husband  had 
taken  part,  and  Mrs.  Pettit  well  remembers  them.  The  battle  of  Big  Creek, 
Canada,  took  place  but  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  old  home  place  of  the 
Pettits,  and  after  the  battle  the  retreating  armies  could  be  plainly  seen  from 
the  old  house  on  the  heights.  By  his  present  wife  Mr.  Pettit  has  become  the 
father  of  two  children:  Ida  F.,  born  December  15,  1877,  and  Nattie  W.,  born 
February  1,  1881,  and  died  May  12,  1883.  Mr.  Pettit  has  ever  been  a  staunch 
Republican,  but  is  of  far  too  genial  a  disposition  to  be  a  bitter  partisan.  In 
religious  matters  he  leans  toward  Methodism,  though  not  a  member  of  the 
church,  and  Mrs.  Pettit  is  an  ardent  Baptist.  Mr.  Pettit's  advantages  were 
by  no  means  of  the  best  in  his  youth,  but  by  close  application  he  has  made 
himself  familiar  with  those  practical  means  of  knowledge  which  have  made 
him  the  successful  man  and  farmer  that  he  is  to-day.  There  is  no  better  con- 
ducted farm  in  the  country,  nor  a  finer  home  than  his  within  the  limits  of  the 
county,  and  there  a  refined  and  generous  hospitality  is  dispensed. 
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SUTTON   VAN   PELT. 

All  people  of  true  sensibility  and  with  a  just  regard  for  the  memory 
of  those  who  have  departed  this  life,  cherish  the  details  of  the  history  of  those 
whose  careers  have  beeu  marked  by  uprightness  and  truth,  and  whose  lives 
have  been  filled  with  acts  of  usefulness.  Such  a  man  was  Sutton  Van  Pelt,  the 
second  sheriff  of  La  Porte  County,  Indiana.  Like  many  of  the  best  respected 
citizens  of  the  county  he  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  in  the  beautiful  city 
of  Lebanon,  April  7,  1806,  to  the  union  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Corwin) 
Van  Pelt.  The  latter  was  a  sister  of  the  renowned  Tom  Corwin,  whom  our  sub- 
ject resembled  both  in  physique  and  facial  control,  and  of  whom  Albert 
D.  Richardson,  in  "Garnered  Sheaves,"  says:  "This  age  has  given  us  Tom 
Corwin,  the  'Ohio  wagon  boy';  of  wit  so  matchless;  of  voice  so  mellow  and 
organ-like,  of  cheek  swarthy  as  if  smitten  by  the  fiery  Orient;  most  Ameri- 
can of  men — at  fireside  the  greatest  conversationalist  of  his  day — on  the  stump, 
he  was  a  series  of  transitions  between  Demosthenes  and  old  Burton."  During 
his  childhood  days,  Sutton  removed  with  his  parents  to  Shelby  County,  Indi- 
ana, and  made  his  home  there  until  1834,  when  he  came  to  La  Porte  County. 
He  was  among  the  very  first  settlers,  and  was  later  made  sheriff  of  the  county. 
He  performed  the  first  and  only  execution  in  the  county,  and  when  asked  why 
he  did  not  employ  a  substitute,  he  replied:  "  I  would  make  him  a  murderer. 
It  is  my  duty,  not  others."  Leaving  the  ofiice  of  sheriff,  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  for  ten  years,  met  with  substantial  results,  and  then 
removed  to  *La  Porte,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  and  was 
a  heavy  and  successful  speculator.  He  was  married  in  1828  to  Miss  Juliette 
Squier,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  thi-ee  children  were  the  fruits  of 
this  union:  Alexander,  died  in  La  Porte,  Indiana,  in  1885,  aged  fifty- 
five  years;  David  S.,  resides  in  Cincinnati;  and  Camilla,  wife  of  Aurora  Case, 
(see  sketch).  Sutton  Van  Pelt  died  July  10,  1882,  and  in  his  death  the  county 
lost  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  valued  citizens.  He  was  three  times  married, 
and  by  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannali  Bridge,  a  native 
of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  who  died  in  1848,  he  became  the  father  of  three 
sous,  two  of  whom,  Tom  Corwin  and  Halleck,  died  in  infancy;  the  surviving 
sou,    Corwin  Beecher,    is    a    citizen  of    South   Bend,    Indiana,  and   engaged 
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in  manufacturing.  His  third  wife,  originally  Miss  Eachel  C.  Andrew,  born 
at  Burlington,  Ohio,  now  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  survives  him, 
and  is  now  eiglit_y-eight  years  of  age.  She  is  quite  strong  and  hearty 
for  her  years.       Mr.  Van  Pelt  was  an  active  member  of  the  Swedenborgian 

congregation. 


•  •••< 


ADAM   R.  EBERT. 

The  efficient  manner  in  which  Adam  Ebert  looks  after  the  interests  of 
"  Uucle  Sam  "  at  Hammond,  Indiana,  has  been  remarked  upon  many  times^ 
and  is  a  source  of  much  gratitude  to  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  surrounding 
country.  He  is  a  product  of  Kurhessen,  Prussia,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
21st  of  December,  1851.  In  the  spring  of  1868,  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents, John  R.  and  Sophia  (Schmidt  Hoffman)  Ebert  (natives  of  Prussia),  to 
America,  aud  lauded  with  them  in  the  city  of  New  York.  From  that  place 
they  came  to  Chicago,  aud  there  the  father  opened  a  cigar  and  tobacco  estab- 
lishment, which  he  successfully  conducted  until  the  fall  of  1872,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Gibson,  Indiana,  where  he  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  same 
business.  In  connection  with  this  he  also  managed  a  farm  for  some  time,  of 
which  he  became  the  owner,  then  moved  back  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  called 
from  life  in  July,  1892.  His  widow  and  three  sons  survive  him,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest.  Up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  native  land,  but  upon  locating  in  America  he  left  his 
school  days  behind  him,  and  when  in  Chicago  turned  his  attention  to  learning 
the  cigar-maker's  trade.  In  1882  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Hammond,  Indi- 
ana, and  opened  a  cigar  factory,  which  he  continued  to  conduct  successfully  up 
to  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  postmaster  under  President  Cleveland,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1894.  Mr.  Ebert  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  German  citizens  of 
of  Hammond,  and  his  career  as  a  business  man  has  been  a  decided  success,  he 
being  now  the  owner  of  considerable  valuable  property.  His  experience  on 
the  free  soil  of  the  United  States  is  but  another  example  of  the  opportunities 
that  are  offered  to  a  young  man  of  energy,  push  and  intelligence  aud  of  foreign 
birth,  and  such  an  excellent  citizen  as  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  is  but  too 
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gladly  welcomed  by  "  Uucle  Sam."  Mr.  Ebert  has  always  been  a  staunch 
Democrat  in  politics,  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  two  terms,  from 
May,  1887,  to  May,  1891,  and  in  the  last  mentioned  years  was  honored  by  his 
party  by  an  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  capacity  he  showed  him- 
self to  be  able,  intelligent  and  incorruptible.  He  is  president  of  the  German 
Publishing  Company,  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  its  secretary  for  the  past  ten  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1880,  Mr.  Ebert  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Sophia  Brunswick,  by 
whom  he  has  six  children:  Julius,  Emily,  August,  Bertha,  Freddie  and 
Adam. 


>  ••• ' 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  FOSTER. 

(deceased.) 

The  spirit  of  a  pure  and  noble  life  burned  within  the  earthly  habitation 
of  clay  of  the  man  of  whom  we  write,  and  when  the  soul  took  its  flight  to 
purer  regions  and  a  better  state  none  mourned  as  did  those  who  knew  him 
best.  The  decease  of  Mr.  Foster  was  a  calamity  to  the  city  where  he  was  one 
of  the  leading  citizens,  and  the  sorrow  for  his  loss  was  universal.  He  was  born 
July  20,  1841,  in  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  and  his  parents,  Thomas  and 
Lusetta  Foster,  were  natives  of  New  York.  One  month  before  our  subject's 
birth  his  father  died,  and  when  but  six  weeks  old  he  was  placed  in  charge  of 
an  aunt  living  in  Syracuse.  There  he  remained  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  La  Porte  County,  Indiana.  For  some  time  after  this  the  early  days 
of  Mr.  Foster  were  not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys  living  on 
farms.  With  an  ardent  desire  to  improve  his  condition,  he  entered  Hillsdale 
College,  where  he  remained  till  the  small  property  left  him  by  his  father  was 
exhausted.  He  then  went  forth  to  seek  his  fortune,  with  no  other  resource 
than  a  clear  head,  a  strong  hand,  and  a  warm  and  honest  heart.  He  was 
employed  by  the  late  Fleming  Reynolds,  one  of  La  Porte  County's  well-known 
farmers,  and  was  taught  to  work  at  anything  for  him  to  do.  Thomas  was  not 
afraid  to  work,  and  being  of  an  independent  turn  of  mind,  he  early  developed 
that  self-reliance  which  tended,  in  after  years,  to  render  him  the  successful 
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man  that  lie  was  in  every  undertaking  to  which  he  turned  his  attention.  In 
1860  he  drove  oxen  across  the  plains  to  Colorado,  and  in  the  following  year 
opened  a  small  stock  of  groceries  just  two  blocks  east  of  where  he  for  many 
years  carried  on  such  a  successful  business.  In  1863  he  married  Miss  Annie 
Elizabeth  Drummond,  daughter  of  James  Drummond  (deceased),  who  was 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  citizens  of  the  county.  In  1876  Mr.  Foster 
was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  fill  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  and 
was  re-elected  two  years  later,  the  nomination  each  time  being  unanimous. 
His  general  popularity  made  his  election  a  matter  of  no  doubt,  and  he  served 
the  people  faithfully  and  well.  For  three  years  he  served  as  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education,  and  was  president  of  the  board  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  heart  was  always  in  the  right  place,  and  the  good  deeds  of  his  right  hand 
were  not  always  known  to  the  left.  He  was  nearly  always  found  associated, 
in  some  manner,  with  every  charitable  or  good  work  that  was  going  on  in  the 
community.  A  man  of  the  most  generous  impulses,  his  highest  aim  was 
to  live  to  benefit  his  fellow-men.  A  great  deal  of  good  was  accomj)lislied 
with  his  means.  More  than  one  poor  family  who  purchased  groceries  at  his 
store  have  had  a  receipted  bill  forwarded  to  them,  because  they  were  unable 
to  pay  it  when  presented.  He  clothed  more  than  one  poor  boy  from  head  to 
foot.  His  rule  was:  Church  first,  business  second;  and  he  never  allowed  busi- 
ness to  interfere  with  church  work.  He  never  missed  the  regular  weekly 
prayer  meeting  when  he  was  well,  or  it  was  possible  for  him  to  be  present; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  preaching  service  and  Sunday  school.  His 
means  established  the  Methodist  Church  at  Hope,  North  Dakota,  although  he 
himself  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Foster's  employes  loved 
him,  and  always  felt  that  they  could  not  do  too  much  for  him.  He  gathered 
about  him  young  and  enterprising  men;  and  more  than  one  person,  who  after- 
wards became  a  successful  business  man,  owes  the  result  to  the  skillful 
training  he  received  from  his  employer,  T.  J.  Foster.  For  years  he  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  public  schools,  where  every  teacher  and  pupil  was  a 
personal  friend,  and  at  the  close  of  his  service  on  the  school  board,  he  was 
presented  with  an  elegant  gold-headed  cane.  Everybody  knew  "  Tom 
Foster,"  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  everybody  liked  him,  and  the  woz'ld  is 
much  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it.  The  attendance  at  the  obsequies  was 
very  large,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  was  the  largest  funeral  ever  held  here. 
Eev.  Ira  J.  Chase,  governor  of  the  State,  who  was  a  personal  friend  of  Mr. 
Foster,    officiated,  assisted    by  Rev.    E.   B.    Widger,   pastor  of  the    Christian 
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church    of  this  cit^'.      "  The  success   atteuding   his  careei',"  says  one  of  his 

biographers,    "  is    worthy    of    more    than    a    passing    notice.      Bereft   of  the 

guidance  and  help  of  a  father's  hand,  he  emerged  from   his   boyhood  without 

the  means  to  improve  opportunities  or  secure  education.      His  capital  was  his 

energy,  industry  and  economy,  and  with  these  alone   he   made  life  a  success. " 

"  Dead — and  wliere  now  are  those  earnest,  loving  eyes, 

Which  kindled  in  so  many  eyes  the  light? 

Have  they  departed  from  our  earthly  skies. 

And  left  no  ray  to  illuminate  the  night? 
Shall  man  thus  die  and  waste  away, 

And  no  fond  hope  be  left  ? 
Is  there  no  sweet,  confiding  ray  for  bosoms  all  bereft? 
Yes,  yes,  an  earnest  trust." 


>••••- 


SHELDON  BEACH. 

To  the  person  who  closely  applies  himself  to  any  occupation  which  he 
has  chosen  as  his  calling  in  life,  there  can  only  come  one  result — that  of 
success  and  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  those  among  whom  he  has  made 
his  home.  Mr.  Beach  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  for  it  has  only  been  bj' 
industry  and  strict  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  that  he  has  attained  to 
the  position  and  honor  which  he  now  enjoys. 

The  early  members  of  the  family  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  from  which  place  they  removed  to  Canada  when  Sheldon  Beach 
was  about  one  year  old.  Tlie  father  and  mother,  Ezra  and  Polly  Beach,  had 
six  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest,  was  born  in 
Connecticut:  Lyman,  Polly,  Truman,  Harmon,  Sheldon  and  Philo,  the  lat- 
ter's  birth  having  occurred  on  British  soil  in  Canada.  For  some  time  Mr. 
Beach  tilled  a  farm  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  lower  part  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  several  of  the  sons  worked  at  barn  and  house  building.  Here  they 
remained  until  1839,  when  they  came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  they 
purchased  land  from  the  Government.  While  residing  in  Canada,  Sheldon 
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Beach  was  married  to  Experience  Sheldon,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Experi- 
ence (Fuller)  Sheldon,  who  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Horace, 
Eiley,  Burton,  Amelia,  Eichard,  Francis,  Jane,  Alexander  and  Experience. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  were  born  respectively  April  8,  1768,  and  December 
29,  1775,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Kevoiutiou,  their  marriage  occurring 
December  19,  1797,  after  which  they  resided  for  some  time  near  Dover. 
The  mother  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  her  grandfather,  who  was  of 
Irish  descent,  was  born  on  the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  enroute  to  this 
country.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  of  English  descent,  and  his  parents  resided  in 
Vermont  until  the  two  eldest  children  were  born,  when  they  removed  to  Can- 
ada (1801),  and  settled  near  Rockwell,  Leeds  County.  One  of  their  sons, 
Francis,  left  Canada  and  went  to  Michigan  and  from  there  to  Iowa,  where  he 
was  when  last  heard  from.  Two  other  sons  were  associated  with  the  Mormon 
church  at  Salt  Lake  City  for  a  short  time,  and  two  members  of  the  Beach 
family  had  also  joined  the  church  in  Canada,  but  while  on  their  way  to  the 
"Promised  Land"  they  came  through  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  were 
prevailed  upon  by  their  relatives  here  to  abandon  their  contemplated  journey, 
which  they  accordingly  did,  and  settled  here. 

Mrs.  Experience  Beach's  grandfather  was  taken  by  the  Indians  to 
Quebec,  and  put  aboard  a  British  prison  ship,  where  he  died  with  the  small- 
pox. The  British  hired  Indians  and  white  renegades  to  go  through  the  new 
settlements  in  Vermont  and  kidnap  all  the  white  men  they  could  find,  and  kept 
them  to  exchange  for  their  own  soldiers  that  were  captured  in  battle  or  else- 
where. Her  grandfather  and  two  uncles  were  thus  taken.  One  of  the  uncles 
escaped,  and  returned  to  tell  the  story.  Her  grandfather  moved*  back  to  the 
settlement  with  three  other  families.  All  they  took  back  with  them  was  what 
a  span  of  horses  could  carry.  The  distance  was  200  miles.  For  fear  of 
the  Indians  they  traveled  nights  and  laid-by  daytimes.  The  marriage  of 
Sheldon  Beach  and  Experience  Sheldon  occurred  on  the  14th  of  May,  1846, 
at  which  time  Mr.  Beach  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  five  days  after 
the  celebration  of  their  nuptials  they  started  for  the  States,  coming  to  this 
region  via  the  Welland  Canal,  Niagara  Falls,  thence  by  rail  to  Buffalo, 
New  York ;  then  by  steamer  to  Chicago,  which  place  was  then  but  an  insignifi- 
cant village;  and  from  there,  by  wagon,  to  Porter  County.  They  took  up  a 
claim  of  100  acres,  on  which  had  been  erected  a  small  log  cabin,  and  in  this 
abode  they  lived  for  about  four  years.  Six  children  were  born  to  them  in 
this  county:  Amelia,  born  May  29,  1848;  Murray  J.,  born  January  17,  1855; 
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Asenatb,  born  August  22,  1857,  the  three  others  dying  in  infancy.  Amelia 
married  Jared  Blake;  Murray  J.  married  IrenaLee  December  8,  1875,  but  she 
died  December  31,  1881,  leaving  two  children:  Abbie  M.,  born  February  20, 
1877,  and  Dell  I.,  born  July  13,  1879.  In  1886  he  married  Mary  Brown, 
and  by  her  has  two  children:  Clarence  and  Claudie.  Asenath  married  H. 
r.  Black.  Mr.  Beach  died  November  16,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  since  which  sad  event  Mrs.  Beach  has  had  the  management  of  the  old 
home  farm.  She  is  now  in  her  seventy-fifth  year,  but  is  a  remarkably  well- 
preserved  woman,  active,  energetic  and  in  good  health.  The  daughter, 
Asenath  (Mrs.  Black),  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  with  her  mother  and  she 
and  her  husband  have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children:  Carlton  E., 
born  January  19,  1883;  Walter  G.,  born  April  26,  1885;  Fred  H.,  born  April 
5,  1887;  Louise  M.,  born  February  9,  1889;  and  Floyd  S.,  born  August  18, 
1891.  Mrs.  Beach  has  one  brother  and  sister  living,  and  of  the  Beach  family 
but  two  remain,  Harmon  and  Philo,  both  quite  advanced  in  years.  The  Beach 
family  has  been,  and  are  now,  extensive  laud  owners,  and  their  name  will  long 
be  associated  with  the  early  pioneer  history  of  Porter  County,  and  with  those 
honorable  pioneers  who  gave  the  best  energies  of  their  lives  in  subduing  the 
forests  and  in  making  this  part  of  Indiana  one  of  the  best  farming  regions  of 
the  State. 


-••••< 


AURORA  CASE. 

(deceased.) 

In  order  to  perpetuate  for  coming  generations  the  record  of  one  who  was 
very  prominently  connected  with  the  growth  and  development  of  La  Porte 
County,  but  who  has  now  passed  to  his  final  reward,  a  brief  account  of  the  life 
of  Aurora  Case  is  placed  on  the  pages  of  this  volume.  He  was  a  public-spir- 
ited citizen,  in  harmony  with  advanced  ideas,  intelligent  progress  and  one 
always  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  aid  the  social,  material  and  religious  ad- 
vancement of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  same,  and 
.a  most  worthy  and  exemplary  citizen.  For  many  years  he  was  president  of 
•the  First  National  Bank  of  La  Porte,  and   was  well  and  favorably  known 
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throughout  the  section.  Mr.  Case  was  born  in  Connecticut  August  22,  1813, 
and  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  New  England  families.  For  two 
hundred  years  the  Case  estate  was  transmitted  from  father  to  son.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  Aurora  and  Elizabeth  Case.  The  original  of  this 
notice  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  about  1836  came  to 
La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  among  the  earliest  settlers.  In  1838 
he  bought  a  heavy  invoice  of  wooden  clocks  at  Bristol,  Connecticut,  and 
shipped  them  to  Michigan  City  by  way  of  the  lakes.  He  came  here  in  ad- 
vance of  the  goods,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  the  same.  He  en- 
gaged men,  teams  and  wagons,  collected  them  at  Michigan  City,  and  by  the 
day  the  clocks  were  due  at  the  harbor  had  everything  in  readiness  to  send 
his  peddlers  out  as  soon  as  they  could  receive  their  stocks.  But  day  after 
day  passed,  and  the  vessels  freighting  the  clocks  came  not.  The  men  and 
teams  were  lying  idle  at  the  hotel  at  Mr.  Case's  expense,  he  had  bought  the 
goods  on  credit,  and  naturally  enough  he  grew  exceedingly  anxious  and  im- 
patient for  the  arrival  of  the  ship.  Presently  it  began  to  wear  on  him — -the 
anxiety  broke  his  sleep.  But  early  one  morning,  having  fallen  into  a  fitful 
slumber,  he  had  a  very  vivid  dream,  wherein  a  person  appeared  to  him  and  in- 
formed him  that  the  vessel  bearing  the  clocks  was  at  hand,  and  that  he  must 
bestir  himself,  rouse  up  his  men,  and  prepare  to  unload  the  freight.  When 
he  awoke  he  felt  (he  often  said)  that  the  dream  was  true — such  was  the  im- 
pression it  made  upon  him.  Day  was  just  breaking.  He  arose  at  once, 
dressed  himself  and  went  down  to  the  beach.  Sweeping  the  water  with  his 
eye,  he  descried  a  speck  of  a  sail  iu  the  horizon;  he  felt  sure  this  was  the 
long-looked-for  schooner — and  without  further  waiting,  returned  to  the  hotel 
and  called  up  the  men.  In  a  short  time  the  vessel  came  into  port,  full  of 
wooden  clocks,  consigned  to  Aurora  Case.  There  were  other  details  of  this 
singular  dream  and  its  fulfillment,  which  made  it  very  remarkable,  but  these 
are  now  forgotten.  The  clocks  in  question  were  sold  all  over  the  country,  and 
Mr.  Case  realized  handsomely  iu  the  transaction.  He  resided  in  Michigan 
City  until  1861,  where  he  acted  as  president  of  a  bank  of  that  city  and  was 
also  president  of  the  old  plank  road,  and  then  removed  to  La  Porte,  where 
soon  afterwards  the  First  National  Bank  was  organized.  This  was  February 
25,  1863,  and  Mr.  Case  was  unanimously  chosen  as  the  first  president,  a  posi- 
tion he  filled  until  his  death  October  7,  1872.  He  was  a  staunch  Kepublican, 
served  iu  several  city  ofiices,  but  was  not  an  office  seeker,  although  a  zealous 
worker  for  his    party.      On  the  17th  of   May,   1866,   he  was  married   to  Miss 
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Camilla  Van  Pelt,  daughter  of  Sutton  Vau  Pelt,  whose  sketch  is  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Case  was  au  Episcopalian  in  his  religious  views,  but  Mrs.  Case  is  a 
member  of  the  Swedenborgian  society  and  an  active  worker  for  the  same. 
Mr.  Case  was  a  life  member  of  the  Natural  History  Association,  and  was 
much  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  association  on  a  basis  of  greater 
permanancy  and  usefulness.  He  regarded  it  as  an  important  means  of  culture 
and  education,  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 


>•••' 


PROF.  W.  C.  BELMAN. 

Public  education  in  Indiana  has  no  more  earnest  advocate  than  Prof.  W. 
C  Belman,  for  no  one  more  thoroughly  understands  and  appreciates  the 
needs  and  interests  of  "Young  America"  than  he,  and  perhaps  no  one  is 
better  qualified  through  long  experience  and  labor  in  their  behalf  to  bring 
out  all  the  good  that  is  in  them.  Personally  he  is  a  cultivated  and  intelli- 
gent gentleman,  agreeable  in  manners  and  genial  in  disposition,  and  has  a 
host  of  friends  among  both  young  and  old  in  the  city  of  Hammond.  He  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  May  1,  1860,  a  son  of  William  and  Matilda  (Sa- 
bine) Belman,  the  former  of  whom  being  born  in  Philadelphia.  He  moved  to 
Detroit  about  1850,  and  now  resides  on  a  farm  in  Shiawassee  County,  Michi- 
gan. The  early  progenitor  of  his  family  in  America  was  a  native  of  Old 
England,  while  his  wife  was  a  product  of  the  Isle  of  Erin.  To  William  Bel- 
man and  his  wife  three  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Prof.  W. 
C.  and  Lettie  M.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children  Mr.  Bel- 
man married  again,  was  widower  after  a  year  and  one  half,  and  again  being 
married,  by  his  third  wife  became  the  father  of  six  children:  Stella,  Vidi, 
Burchell,  Sarah,  Job,  and  au  infant.  In  the  city  of  Detroit  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  made  his  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  up  to  that 
time  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  then  removed  with  his  father 
to  the  farm ;  but  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  left  the  shelter  of  the 
parental  roof  to  earn  his  own  living,  and  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
the  summer  months  were  spent  in  tilling  the  soil  for  the  farmers  of  the  vicin- 
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ity  and  the  winters  were  spent  in  attending  the  district  schools.  At  the  above 
mentioned  age  he  had  saved  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  enter  the  Nor- 
'mal  College  at  Valparaiso,  but  his  funds  gave  out  a  short  time  before  he  had 
completed  the  scientific  course,  and  he  left  school  and  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  four  months  in  the  country.  He  then  took  the  principalship  of  schools 
in  Lowell,  Indiana,  and  thus  continued  for  two  years.  In  1883  he  came  to 
Hammond  as  principal  of  the  public  shools,  which  at  that  time  only  required 
the  services  of  five  teachers.  There  ai'e  now  forty-seven  teachers,  all  of  whom 
are  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  Belman.  He  was  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing the  erection  of  the  fine  brick  school  building  which  has  recently  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  about  $51,000,  and  which  contains  nine  school  rooms, 
two  recitation  rooms,  one  library,  two  laboratories,  a  kindergarten  room,  and 
an  auditorium  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of  700.  Prof.  Belman  drew  the 
tioor  plans  and  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  furnishing  of  the  building 
throughout.  He  is  considered,  and  with  reason,  one  of  the  best  educators  in 
the  State,  and  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent  the  respect  of  his  fellow-men  as  well 
as  of  his  pupils.  He  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  is  president 
of  the  Hammond  Building  &  Loan  Association.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
K.  of  P.,  the  Royal  League,  the  National  Union;  politically  is  a  Eepublican, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  iu  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  June  25,  1884,  he  was  marriecl  to  Miss  Nettie  E.  Smith,  of 
Hammond,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  William  C,  Jr.,  aged  five  years,  and 
Edna  L.,  aged  three  years. 


THADDEUS   H.  FORBES. 

This  gentleman  comes  of  good  Scotch  and  German  stock,  and  the  good 
sense  and  native  shrewdness  of  the  one,  combined  with  the  sturdy  energy  and 
honesty  of  the  other,  make  a  combination  that  will  tell  in  the  character  of 
the  descendant,  and  has  no  doubt  been  the  cause  of  the  prominence  of  this 
family.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Martha  Forbes,  who  came  to  Coburg, 
Indiana,  in  1854,  from  Hamilton,  Upper  Canada,  and  helped  evolve  from  out 
the  wooded  solitude  of  this  region  the  noble  agricultural  country  of  Porter 
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County,  Indiana.  Thaddeus  H.  Forbes  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hamilton,  Canada,  August  20,  1851,  but  from  about  the  age  of  three 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  lives.  He 
enjoyed  only  the  advantages  of  a  common  school  education,  but  made  such 
good  use  of  them  that  he  fitted  himself  for  the  position  of  a  successful  and 
intelligent  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  stock  dealer,  as  well  as  for  the  filling  of 
almost  any  position  of  trust  and  honor  within  the  gift  of  the  county.  He  took 
up  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  up  to  which  age  he 
worked  for  his  father,  and  upon  attaining  his  majority  he  was  presented  by 
his  father  with  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added,  until  he  is 
now  in  possession  of  405  acres  of  as  good  grain  and  stock  land  as  can  be 
found  in  his  section  of  the  country.  He  has  not  only  increased  the  number 
of  his  acres,  but  has  kept  full  pace  in  its  improvement  by  the  enlargement 
and  beautifying  of  his  residence  and  by  its  more  convenient  arrauyement. 
Mr.  Forbes  was  married  June  26,  1875,  to  Miss  Nora  Pinney,  of  La  Porte 
County,  Indiana,  whose  parents,  Horace  and  Angeline  Pinney,  were  honest, 
thrifty,  and  industrious  people,  who  honored  the  profession  of  farming  in 
which  their  lives  had  been  spent.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children: 
Jay,  born  January  20,  1847,  is  a  merchant  of  Maxwell,  Kansas;  Jennie  (Mrs. 
Goodwin)  was  born  April  20,  1850,  and  resides  on  a  farm  near  the  old  home- 
stead; Nora,  born  September  4,' 1852;  Kay,  born  November  16,  1854,  died  in 
1888;  Ell.  was  born  May  6,  1856,  owns  and  farms  the  old  homestead;  Erastus 
was  born  February  3,  1861,  is  a  conductor  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad; 
Elsworth,  April  7,  1863;  Lois,  born  July  2,  1865,  makes  her  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Forbes,  is  a  fine  musician,  and  is  at  present  attending  Dwight  L. 
Moody's  Missionaiy  School  at  Chicago;  and  Emma,  who  was  born  September 
30,  1867,  is  a  foreign  missionary,  having  gone  out  September  30,  1893,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  West,  to  Cum- 
bum,  India.  She  is  a  woman  of  strong  convictions,  and  dares  follow  where 
duty  leads.  Horace  Pinney  came  to  Indiana  with  his  parents  from  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  his  wife  from  Pennsylvania  in  1835.  They  were 
married  in  1843  on  the  4th  of  May,  and  moved  onto  the  farm  on  which  their 
son  Ell.  now  lives.  Mrs.  Pinney  died  in  1872  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  Mr.  Pinuey's  death  occurred  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  Since 
their  father's  death  Lois  and  Emma  have  made  their  home  with  Mr.  Forbes. 
Except  the  first  three  years,  Emma  lived  with  Jay.  Mrs.  Forbes  as  a  hostess 
is  entertaining,  ladylike,  refined,  and  lovable  in  all  her  actions.     She  and  Mr 
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Forbes  have  no  children  of  their  own.  They  live  quietly  but  elegantly,  and 
do  what  good  they  can,  without  ostentation  or  display.  In  religious  matters 
Mrs.  Forbes  is  a  Baptist;  and  though  Mr.  Forbes  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  he  also  inclines  to  the  Baptist  faith.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker,  the  only  position  he  ever  held  being  that  of  post- 
master's deputy  at  Coburg.  In  matters  of  importance  to  the  community,  he 
has  always  been  interested  and  helpful.  His  family  is  one  which  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  meet,  and  from  such  homes  as  his  must  go  out  the  influence  that  will 
cleanse  the  turbid  stream  of  political  corruption  and  social  wrong,  and  bring 
a  healthier  tone  of  moral  purity  into  the  every-day  life  of  the  nation  and  the 
action  of  the  people. 


'•••  < 


DR.  JACOB   S.  MARTIN. 

Dr.  Jacob  S.  Martin,  of  Kolling  Prairie,  is  a  physician  of  established 
reputation,  having  been  practicing  in  that  village  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
and  one  who  has  steadily  risen  in  the  channels  of  medical  life.  There  are  al- 
ways in  the  profession  some  individuals  who  become  eminent  and  command 
a  large  patronage,  and  among  those  deserving  special  mention  is  our  subject, 
whose  face  is  a  familiar  one  in  the  homes  oi  the  sick  and  afflicted.  New 
Jersey  is  his  native  State,  his  birth  occurring  February  20,  1833,  and  he  is 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  A.  (Stewart)  Martin,  both  natives  of  that  State. 
About  the  year  1837  the  parents  came  to  Oxford,  Butler  County,  Ohio,  where 
our  subject  received  his  early  scholastic  training.  About  1845  the  parents 
moved  to  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Galena  Township. 
This  Mr.  Martin  carried  on  successfully  until  his  death.  He  was  born  on  tlie 
25th  of  September,  1810,  and  the  mother  was  born  on  the  14th  of  June,  1814. 
She  died  on  the  farm  in  this  county,  too.  Mr.  Martin  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  political  views,  and  he  held  a  number  of  local  offices 
in  his  county.  Dr.  Jacob  S.  Martin  received  his  medical  education  with  Dr. 
Drummond,  a  prominent  physician  of  Rolling  Prairie,  La  Porte  County,  In- 
diana, and  in  1864  he  began  practicing  in  La  Porte  County.  He  is  one  of 
the  county's  best  citizens,  and  has  built  up  a  patronage  highly  complimentary 
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to  his  ability  in  the  medical  profession.  He  is  well  read  and  well  posted  in 
all  matters  relating  to  his  profession,  has  a  paying  practice,  and  is  in  truth  a 
physician  of  thorough  learning  and  experience.  The  Doctor's  happy  domestic 
life  began  in  1852,  when  Miss  Susan  J.  Martin,  a  native  of  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  became  his  bride.  Her  father,  Josiah  Martin,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  La  Porte  Couutj%  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  By  this  marriage 
Doctor  Martin  became  the  father  of  fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  survive. 
The  eldest,  Frank,  is  teaching  in  the  graded  schools  of  Kiugsburg;  William 
has  charge  of  a  gold-cure  institution  at  New  Carlisle,  Indiana  ;  George  W.  is 
a  tinner  of  South  Bend,  Indiana  ;  Nellie  is  cashier  in  a  large  dry-goods  estab- 
lishment in  Des  Moines,  Iowa  ;  Jesse  S.,  a  painter  by  trade,  resides  in  Galena 
Township  ;  Harry  H.  is  a  painter  of  South  Bend  ;  John  is  a  bookbinder  of 
Sioux  City;  and  Florence  E.  is  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Des  Moines.  The  chil- 
dren deceased  were  named  :  Albert,  born  August  5,  1854,  died  in  infancy  ; 
Charles  Frederick,  born  July  11,  1857,  died  when  five  years  of  age  ;  James 
Allen,  born  November  5,  1858,  died  in  infancy  ;  Clara  F.,  born  February  12, 
1865,  died  in  infancy  ;  Josiah  C,  born  May  5,  1869,  died  in  infancy. 
In  his  political  views,  Dr.  Martin  is  a  staunch  advocate  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  socially  he  is  a  Mason.  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  The  Doctor  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  Pension  Ex- 
aminers July  19,  1893.  He  is  well  read,  and  has  a  large  library  of  selected 
books. 


>  •  ••  < 


WARREN   W.  MERRILL,  M.D. 

Fortunate  as  it  is  in  its  older  physicians.  Lake  County,  Indiana,  is 
no  less  foi'tunate  in  its  bright  galaxy  of  younger  physicians,  who  during 
the  past  few  years  have  made  a  reputation  for  themselves  and  added  luster 
to  the  professional  history  of  the  State.  One  of  the  best  known  of  the 
latter  class  is  Dr.  Warren  W.  Merrill,  who  was  born  in  Merrillville,  Lake 
County,  Indiana,  April  29,  1855,  a  sou  of  William  and  Caroline  C. 
(Campbell)  Merrill,  natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
This    worthy    couple    came    to    Lake    County,     Indiana,     about     1837,    and 
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located  iu  Ross  township,  where  they  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land. 
Here  they  both  eventually  passed  from  life,  the  father  having  followed 
the  calling  of  a  blacksmith,  in  connection  with  his  farming  operations. 
He  was  married  twice,  and  by  his  first  marriage  became  the  father  of 
two  children,  his  second  marriage  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six  children.  Dr. 
Merrill  received  his  early  literary  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Lake 
County,  after  which  he  graduated  in  the  commercial  course  of  the  Northern 
Indiana  Normal  College,  at  Valparaiso,  He  was  brought  up  to  the  healthful 
and  happy  life  of  the  farmei-,  but  at  an  early  day  his  kindly  nature  instinct- 
ively turned  to  that  broad  field  of  human  suffering  for  his  life  work,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  and  entered  Bennett 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1880.  He  imme- 
diately located  at  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  jjractice  of  his  profession.  His  practice  extends  for  many  miles  around 
and  consists  of  the  best  people  of  his  section,  among  whom  he  is  highly  re- 
garded for  his  professional  skill.  He  is  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Indiana 
Eegiment  of  K.  of  P.,  and  has  been  physician  for  the  Michigan  Central  R. 
R.,  the  Monon  Road,  the  Chicago  &  Erie  R.  R.,  and  the  Nickel  Plate,  and  is 
now  surgeon  for  the  City  Street  Car  R.  R.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  township  trustee,  and  again  iu  1890.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  Foresters,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank 
ill  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  identified  himself  with  the  public  inter- 
ests of  Hammond  and  is  considered  an  acquisition  to  that  city,  being  active  in 
all  good  works  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  worthy  enterprises.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1882  to  Miss  Charlotte  Woods,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Ethel 
May  and  Ina  Gertrude. 


'  •  •  •  < 


FRANK  J.  FIELD. 

This  citizen,  who  is  ^Ji'obably  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Porter 
County,  came  originally  from  the  Empire  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Onon- 
daga County,  January  10,  1830.  His  parents,  Thomas  J.  and  Louisa  A. 
(Chapman)  Field,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
the  former  of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  German  origin.     The  Field  family  came 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  59 

to  America  at  a  very  early  date,  settled  in  New  York  State,  and  some  members 
of  this  family  figured  quite  pi'omineutly  in  the  Kevolutionary  War,  one  being 
a  lieutenant  on  one  of  the  war  vessels.  On  this  side  of  the  house  there  were 
many  merchants,  but  on  the  mother's  side  nearly  all  were  professional  men, 
principally  physicians.  Both  our  subject's  paternal  and  maternal  grandpar- 
ents died  in  the  Empire  State,  where  they  were  honored  and  esteemed.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  merchant  and  miller  in  his  native  State  until  1836, 
when  he  came,  with  his  family,  to  Michigan  City,  Indiana.  He  had  several 
thousand  dollars  in  gold  in  his  possession  and  immediately  upon  reaching 
Michigan  City  he  embarked  in  merchandising,  his  being  the  first  cargo  of 
goods  ever  shipped  to  that  city.  For  about  eighteen  months  Mr.  Field  con- 
tinued in  business,  and  in  the  fall  of  1837  removed  to  Porter  County,  where  he 
was  among  the  pioneers.  He  settled  in  Liberty  township,  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land,  and  bought  a  saw  mill  which  was  known  as  "Damon  Run  Saw 
Mill."  In  1842  this  enterprising  and  progressive  citizen  removed  to  Portage 
township,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  there  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  his  life.  A  short  time  after  locating  in  Portage  township  he  moved 
to  Chicago  and  made  his  home  there  for  three  years.  His  death  occurred  in 
1876,  five  years  after  his  wife  received  her  final  summons.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  survive.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Field  was  a  commissioner  of  Porter  County.  He  amassed  considerable  wealth 
in  the  various  enterprises  in  which  he  engaged,  and  at  his  death  left  a  large  es- 
tate. His  sou,  Edgar,  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war  and  died  at  TuUahoma.  The 
original  of  this  biography,  who  is  the  oldest  child,  was  but  six  years  of  age 
when  he  came  West  with  his  parents,  and  he  attended  the  schools  of  Porter 
County  until  nine  years  of  age,  when  he  returned  East  and  attended  school  at 
Syracuse,  New  York.  He  secured  a  good  education  and  remained  there  until 
1845  when  he  returned  to  this  county  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  for  two 
years.  From  there  he  went  to  Chicago,  clerked  in  a  store  for  about  nine 
months,  and  then  his  father  bought  him  a  canal  boat  on  Illinois  &  Michigan 
Canal.  He  was  cajitain  of  this  boat  until  1849  and  made  considerable  monej 
out  of  this  enterprise,  making  trips  from  Chicago  to  St.  Louis.  He  was  the 
only  man  to  take  a  boat  load  of  McCormick  reapers  from  Chicago  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa.  For  this  he  got  about  $1,000.  At  a  very  early  age  he  was  a  "crank" 
about  the  water,  and  seeking  higher  honors  than  he  had  already  attained, 
seized  the  first  chance  to  go  to  sea.  He  had  an  offer  to  go  to  sea  on  one  Fri- 
day evening  and  the  Sunday  morning  following  he  started  East  and  sailed 
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from  Stouiugtoii,  Comiecticut,  ou  a  whaling  vessel  bound  for  the  Arctic  Ocean, 
Northeast  Coast  Alaska,  Okhotsk  Sea  and  around  Siberia.  He  was  absent  on 
this  trip  five  years,  and  during  that  time  he,  himself  captured  forty-three 
whales.  Tlie  oil  was  taken  from  them,  and  shipped  to  different  points.  The 
vessel  carried  3,100  barrels.  Before  sailing  Mr.  Field  received  eleven  days, 
instruction,  and  twelve  days  after  they  put  to  sea  he  was  made  "boat  steerer." 
He  kept  receiving  promotions  until  he  was  made  mate  of  the  vessel  manned 
by  thirty-one  sailors.  During  the  first  sis  months  aboard  this  vessel  Mr. 
Field  and  two  companions  took  the  scurvy.  The  vessel  was  anchored  at  Cape 
St.  Lucas,  and  our  subject  and  his  two  companions  were  buried  in  the  ground, 
as  it  was  a  case  of  kill  or  cure.  The  two  companions  died,  but  our  subject 
came  out  all  right.  From  there  they  went  to  Society  Islands,  where  they  un- 
loaded their  first  cargo  of  oil.  Mr.  Field  is  an  interesting  conversationalist 
and  can  relate  some  thrilling  adventures  and  experiences.  While  in  the 
Arctic  Ocean  he  harpooned  a  whale  while  in  a  small  whale  boat,  and  a  dense 
fog  coming  on,  he  and  his  crew  lay  for  seventy-two  hours  alongside  the  whale 
unable  to  sight  their  ship.  They  got  so  far  north  that  the  thermometer  froze, 
and  nearly  all  perished.  After  unloading  another  cargo  of  oil  at  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  the  vessel  sailed  to  Japan  Sea  and  Hong  Kong,  then  on  into 
Okhotsk  Sea  and  thence  to  Honolulu,  where  another  cargo  was  unloaded.  The 
vessel  cruised  around  here  all  winter,  got  another  cargo  of  oil,  and  unloaded 
at  the  Society  Islands;  then  sailed  for  home,  and  landed  at  Stonington,  Con- 
necticut, in  June,  1855.  Our  subject  returned  to  his  home,  and  in  1856  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Chestalette  Selkirk,  who  died  in  November,  1891.  Mr.  Field 
remained  on  the  farm  until  1858,  when  he  left  his  wife  in  Valparaiso  and  again 
went  to  sea.  In  the  City  of  New  York  he  went  into  the  merchant's  service,  and 
sailed  as  a  mate  on  the  "Coronna"  which  was  wrecked  between  New  York  and 
Cuba  in  June,  1859.  The  captain  ran  her  ashore  and  saved  all  on  board. 
Shipping  again,  Mr.  Field  went  to  Boston,  and  subsequently  made  a  trip  on 
the  English  vessel  "Eliza  Jane,"  bound  from  New  York  to  Hull,  England. 
At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Field  left  her,  and  went  aboard  another  vessel  sailing 
for  Rio  Janeiro  and  thence  to  Boston  with  a  load  of  coffee.  Arriving  in  the 
latter  city  our  subject  became  homesick  to  see  his  wife,  and  came  on  to  Val- 
paraiso. In  the  fall  of  1860  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to  Alexandria 
where  he  ran  a  wood  boat  from  mouth  of  Black  river.  This  he  continued 
until  June,  1861,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  engaged  in  packing 
pork  for  a  time,  and  then  engaged  in  teaming.     In  Sept.  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
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Company  G,  2d  Illinois  Regiment  Artillery,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  being  detailed  a  part  of  his  time  in  the  adjutant  general's  office  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  in  the  hospital.  During  his  absence  his  wife 
bought  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Coxinty,  Illinois,  and  to  this  he  came  after  his  serv- 
ice, and  remained  on  the  same  until  1872.  He  then  sold  out  and  purchased 
the  homestead  of  his  father  in  Porter  county,  near  Wheeler.  This  consists 
of  160  acres,  which  he  still  owns,  and  Mr.  Field  has  been  engaged  in  dairying 
and  farming  ever  since.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Valparaiso,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home.  He  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
life  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  industry.  As  a  rule  Mr.  Field 
spends  his  winters  in  the  South.  In  politics,  a  staunch  Republican,  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  J.  C.  Fremont,  he  has  never  sought  office,  and 
would  not  accept  an  official  position  on  any  condition.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 


•  •••< 


WILLIAM   H,  H,  COFFIN, 

There  is  little  need  to  portray  the  virtues  or  defend  the  memory  of  Phi- 
lander Coffin,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  for  he  lives  in  the 
memory  and  affection  of  his  family  and  friends  as  a  devoted  husband,  kind 
neighbor  and  public  spirited  citizen.  During  the  years  that  he  resided  in 
Starke  County,  Indiana,  he  was  to  the  people  all  that  is  required  in  good  citi- 
zenship— public  enterprise  and  sympathetic  friendship.  In  the  love  of  his 
family  he  found  his  cares  lightened,  and  in  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens 
received  the  reward  of  his  faithfulness.  This  worthy  representative  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  1812,  a  sou  of  Moultou  Coffin,  also  a  native  of  Vermont.  He 
passed  his  early  life  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1830  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  where  they  both  died.  Here  Philander  Coffin  married 
Martha  Smith,  settled  on  a  farm,  and  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county 
underwent  many  hardships  and  privations  while  carving  out  a  home  for  him- 
self and  family.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1852  came  to  Starke  County,  settling  in  Section  6,  Washington 
township,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  During  the  long  term 
of  vears  that  he  resided  here  he  became  remarkably  well  and  favorablv  known. 
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held  a  uumber  of  township  offices,  aud  at  the  time  of  his  death,  iu  1872,  was 
discharging  the  office  of  township  trustee.  His  widow  survived  him  until 
December  6,  1885,  having  borne  him  the  following  children:  Elijah  G., 
ElisUaby,  Martin  L.  (deceased),  Elmira  (deceased),  William  H.  H.,  Eliza- 
beth, Caroline,  George  W.,  and  Orlevia  (deceased).  Elijah  G.  served  three 
months  iu  the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  1861,  and  held  the  commission  of 
lieutenant.  He  married,  and  at  present  resides  iu  Springfield,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  served  his  county  officially,  being  sheriff  two  terms,  and  he  was  also 
■warden  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  under  Governor  Foraker.  He  is  a  substan- 
tial aud  influential  citizen,  well-to-do,  aud  owns  two  or  three  good  farms 
besides  valuable  property  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  William  H.  H. 
Coffin  was  born  iu  Allen  County,  Ohio,  February  14,  1841,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  Hoosier  State  ever  since  he  was  four  years  old,  and  of  Starke 
County  ever  since  his  eleventh  year.  On  the  old  homestead  here  he  attained 
a  healthy  and  vigorous  manhood,  and  his  early  days  were  occupied  in  the 
splitting  of  rails,  grubbing,  plowing,  and  the  various  duties  incident  to  pio- 
neer farm  life.  During  the  summer  mouths  he  frequently  worked  in  the 
harvest  fields  of  La  Porte  County  and  the  three  winter  months  were  usually 
spent  in  the  study  of  the  common  branches  iu  the  typical  log  cabin  school 
house  of  tlrose  days.  When  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age  the  great  strife 
between  the  North  and  South  came  on,  and,  as  he  was  patriotic  and  loyal  to 
the  heart's  core,  young  William  at  once  offered  his  services  to  his  country, 
and  in  September,  1861,  became  a  member  of  Company  D,  twenty-ninth 
Eegiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  served  three  years.  He  partic- 
ipated in  many  of  the  leading  engagements  of  the  war,  among  which  were 
Pittsburg  Landing,  Liberty  Gap  and  Chickamauga.  He  was  wounded  three 
times  during  his  service,  first  at  Pittsburg  Landing  April  7,  1862,  being  shot 
through  the  body  by  a  minnie  ball,  and  as  a  result  was  in  the  hospital  for 
three  months.  The  second  time  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Liberty  Gap, 
Tennessee,  June  24,  1863,  losing  the  fore-finger  of  his  right  hand,  being 
unfitted  for  service  for  about  six  weeks.  His  third  wound  was  received  at 
Chickamauga,  September  19, 1863,  losing  the  second  finger  of  his  right  hand. 
After  the  termination  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  Starke  County,  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Davis  township,  on  which  he  is  still  residing.  The  land 
at  that  time  was  entirely  unimproved  aud  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth 
of  timber,  but  this  he  in  time  cleared,  and  built  thereon  a  house.  Through 
the  exercise  of  good  business  judgment  and  energy  he  has  become  one  of 
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the  most  successful  autl  extensive  farmers  of  the  county,  being  the  owner  of 
about  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Davis  township.  He  is  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  stock,  but  makes  a  specialty  of  hay,  having  six 
hundred  acres  which  he  devotes  to  the  raising  of  that  product,  from  which  he 
annually  cuts  about  six  hundred  tons.  Besides  his  art  of  money-getting,  he 
is  endowed  by  nature  with  such  gifts  as  cliaracterize  true  manhood  in  all  that  the 
word  implies,  and  is  admirably  fitted  for  the  calling  he  is  following.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  an  uncompromising  Eepublican,  and  has  served  his  county  offi- 
cially, notwithstanding  the  fact  tliat  it  is  largely  Democratic,  his  popularity  with 
all  classes  triumphantly  carrying  him  through.  He  was  elected  County  Sheriff 
while  the  balance  of  the  Republican  ticket  was  defeated,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  was  re-elected  in  1872  by  an  increased  majority.  Upon 
retiring  from  this  office  his  friends  prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion for  County  Treasurer,  to  which  he  was  subsequently  elected,  and  in  that 
capacity  he  served  very  acceptably  to  political  friends  and  foes  alike  for  two 
terms,  a  fact  which  speaks  eloquently  as  to  his  character,  qualifications  and 
popularity.  He  has  also  served  as  trustee  of  Davis  township  at  various  times 
for  from  eight  to  twelve  years;  in  fact,  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  best 
known  citizens  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  at  Knox,  being 
a  charter  member  of  that  lodge,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
the  Starke  County  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  and  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance, of  which  latter  he  is  president.  He  was  married  January  1,  1862,  to  Miss 
Eliza  E.  Blythe,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  has  two  children — 
Florinda  and  Ida.  They  have  a  beautiful  and  comfortable  home  and  are  sur- 
rounded with  all  that  goes  to  make  life  enjoyable,  the  respect  and  regard  of 
their  friends  and  liberal  means. 


)•••- 


J.  H.  WM.  MEYER,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prominent  physician,  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
where,  in  the  province  of  Hanover  and  the  town  of  Buer,  he  first  saw  the 
light  July  1,  1853.  Here  his  parents,  Fritz  and  Mary  Meyer,  still  reside. 
His  father  is  a  prominent  merchant  in  that  place.     Educated  in  the  schools 
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of  liis  native  country,  our  subject  received  the  thorough  training  which  is  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  its  educational  institutions,  and  was  fairly 
well  equipped  for  a  professional  career  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1871.  Naturally  a  diligent  student,  he  did  not  relax  in  his  effort,  but  applied 
himself  with  increased  energy  to  the  work  of  self-culture  when  he  found  him- 
self in  the  midst  of  new  environments,  surrounded  by  new  people,  and  in  a 
country  whose  customs  and  institutions  differ  materially  from  those  of  the 
country  to  which  he  had  been  brought  up.  Coming  West,  and  finding  a  loca- 
lion  in  La  Porte  soon  after  his  arrival  in  America,  he  adapted  himself  readily 
to  the  changed  conditions  by  which  he  found  himself  surrounded,  and  after 
clerking  for  a  time  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Gugenheim,  Wile  &  Fox,  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  with  Dr.  Thompkins  Higday  as  his  preceptor. 
After  a  thorough  course  of  reading  he  entered  Eush  Medical  College,  of 
Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876.  As  the  result  of  a  competi- 
tive examination,  he  was  appointed  house  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  Cook 
County  Hospital,  a  position  which  he  held  for  eighteen  months.  He  was  thus 
afforded  unusually  good  opportunities  for  perfecting  both  his  theoretical  and 
practical  knowledge  of  medicine,  and  while  serving  the  public  faithfully  and 
efficiently  in  this  important  capacity  he  was  at  the  same  time  adding  mate- 
rially to  his  qualification  for  the  successful  general  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  year  of  his  graduation  from  Rush  Medical  College  he  passed  a 
special  examination,  and  received  a  diploma  from  the  "  Illinois  Charitable 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,"  a  noted  institution  of  Chicago  devoted  to  study  of 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear.  He  also  went  abroad  and  pursued 
a  special  course  of  study  in  Berlin. 

In  1876  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  M.  Warren,  a  niece  of 
his  preceptor.  Dr.  Higday.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  are  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  survive.  The  eldest,  Mathilde,  born  in  Chicago,  December  6, 
1877,  died  in  La  Porte  March  10,  1879;  Friedich  Wilhelm,  born  in  La  Porte 
March  1,  1878,  died  in  La  Porte  April  23,  1880.  The  names  and  dates  of 
birth  of  the  surviving  children  are  as  follows:  Frank  Eoy  Otto,  March  22, 
1880;  Marie,  October  3, 1881;  Warren,  March  13,  1882;  Walter,  May  3,  1884; 
and  Eose,  March  22,  1889. 

After  completing  his  studies  in  Europe  our  subject  returned  to  La  Porte 
in  1877,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that  city.  During  the 
next  ten  years  he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  a  medical  practitioner  with 
the  ardor  of  an  enthusiast  and  the  care  and  conscientiousness  of  one  who  fully 
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realizes  the  important  responsibility  resting  upon  him.  An  appreciative  pub- 
lic was  quick- to  recognize  his  ability  and  progressiveness,  and  encouraged  by 
the  generous  patronage  which  he  received,  he  put  forth  his  best  efforts;  and 
to  broaden  his  knowledge  and  experience  as  much  as  possible  he  again  went  to 
Europe  in  1886,  and  remained  there  an  entire  year.  Niue  mouths  of  this 
time  was  spent  in  Heidelberg,  where  he  was  intimately  associated  with  Pro- 
fessor Czerny,  the  renowned  surgeon,  as  special  assistant,  and  also  pursued  a 
course  of  study  under  Professor  Becker,  equally  famous  as  an  eye  specialist. 
From  Heidelberg  he  went  to  Vienna,  where  he  devoted  three  months  more  to 
a  study  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  under  Professor  Keonigstein  of  that 
city.  Returning  to  the  United  States  in  1887,  he  has  since  operated  in  these 
fields  of  practice  with  great  success,  and  few,  if  any,  of  the  surgeons  of  North- 
ern Indiana  have  performed  more  notable  operations. 

From  1 883  to  1885  he  was  a  member  of  the  Government  Board  of  Pen- 
sion Examiners  of  La  Porte,  and  during  the  administration  of  President 
Harrison  was  appointed  special  examining  surgeon  for  the  eye  and  ear,  a  posi- 
tion connected  with  the  Pension  Department,  which  he  still  retains. 

His  skill  as  an  oculist  has  been  called  into  requisition  in  La  Porte  in  a 
unique  institution  known  as  a  "  Practical  School  of  Watchmakers."  In  this 
institution  the  "  Department  of  Optics"  is  designed  to  supply  graduates  of  the 
school,  all  of  whom  will,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  be  dealers  in  spectacles, 
with  the  knowledge  necessary  to  enable  them  to  correct  errors  of  vision  by 
means  of  lenses,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  those  conditions  of  the  eye  which 
require  professional  care  at  the  hands  of  a  skillful  oculist.  To  impart  to 
the  large  class  of  young  men  who  are  students  in  the  institution  of  this  use- 
ful and  practical  knowledge  is  a  task  which  has  been  assigned  to  Dr.  Meyer. 

As  a  general  practitioner  he  has  not  been  less  successful  than  in  the  special 
field  of  surgery,  and  in  all  departments  of  practice  he  holds  a  high  rank  among 
the  physicians  of  the  State. 


-••••< 


ERNEST  W.  HOHMAN. 

(DECEASED.) 

The    prudent  way   and    careful  methods  of  Teutonic   settlers   are   con- 
spicuous in  Lake  County,  Indiana,  where  many  representatives  of  the  German 
race  have   settled,   and  Ernest  W.  Hohman  was   no   exception  to  the  rule. 
5 
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Honest  aud  upright  iu  every    particular,    no  man    held  a  higher  place  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  than  he.     He  was  born  in  East  Prussia,  September 
5,  1817,   aud  was   married  July  9,  1849,    iu   London,    England,   to    Caroline 
Sibley,   and   in   July  of  the   same   year   sailed   with    his  bride   for  America, 
landing  at  the  city  of  New  York.     From   that   place  he  went  by  water  to 
Chicago  and  found  it  to  be  but  a  small    and  unimportant  place.      He  engaged 
in  the  o-ents'  furnishing  business  in  that  place,  however,  aud  being  a  merchant 
tailor  by  trade,  he  made  the  suits  for   the   officers  of  a  military  organization 
called  "  The  Jaegers."     He  came  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
land,  but  having  little  means  left  upon   his   arrival   in  Chicago,  he  wisely  put 
it  into   the   mercantile   business,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  until  1851. 
About  that  time  cholera  broke  out  in  the  city,  and  he  at  once  moved  with  his 
family  to  Lake  County,  Indiana,  and  his  first   purchase  of  laud  in  this  section 
consisted  of  40  acres  on  which  his  widow  is  now  residing.     He  built  a  new 
bridge  across  the  river   near   his  home,  and  it  became  known- as   "  Hohman's 
Bridge,"  or  "  The  20-mile  house,"  to  stage  drivers,  who  made   his   house  a 
stoppinw  place,  it  being  the  only  habitation  in  that  section,  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  log  house   on  the   other   side   of  the  river.      Mr.  Hohman  did  con- 
siderable trading  with  the  Indians,  but  the  most   of  his   time  was  devoted  to 
farming,  at  which  he  was  quite  successful.    He  kept  constantly  increasing  l]is 
possessions  until  he  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  laud,  on  which 
nearly  the  whole  town  of  Hammond  now  stands.     The  first  piece  of  land  he 
Hold  was   to   the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company,  aud  from   that  time  on  the  town 
of  Hammond  began  to  grow,  and  he  gradually  but   advantageously  began  to 
dispose  of  his  real  estate.      He  was  prosperous  in  his  business  ventures,  made 
a  model   citizen   and  held  nearly  all   of  the   township   offices.      He  became  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Paris,  France,  in  1843.     December  18, 
1872,  the  angel  of  death  entered  the  home  aud  he  was  called  to  "  that  bourne 
whence  no  traveler  returns."     His  widow  is  still  a  resident  of  Hammond,  and 
has    made    several    additions   to   the  town,    the   principal   street  in  which  is 
Hohman,  named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Hohman.     She  and  her  husband  reared  a 
family  of  six  children:  Otelia,  Charles  G.,  Louis  E.,  Agnes,  Emma  and  Lena. 
Mrs.  Hohman  is  a  hale  and  vigorous  woman  and   has  excellent  ideas  of   busi- 
ness,   being   the   owner   of  considerable  valuable   property  in   and   about  the 
city.      She  has  always  been  a  devout  Episcopalian,  though  she  lived  in  Ham- 
mond for  thirty  years  without  a  church.      She   has   seen   the   development  of 
this  place  as  well  as  of  Chicago,  and  her  husband  did  much  to  assist  iu  the 
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development  of  both  places  in  their  early  histoiy.  She  is  liberal  in  her 
views  as  well  as  with  her  purse,  and  the  poor  and  needy  do  not  appeal  to  her 
in  vain,  she  being  in  truth  a  veritable  Lady  Bountiful.  Mr.  Hohman  was  a 
life-long  Democrat  and  active  in  the  political  affairs,  being  an  intimate  friend 
of  many  of  the  leading  politicians  of  his  day,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned 
Senator  Douglas,  whd  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  his  house.  It  was  through 
his  influence  that  Mr.  Hohman  was  made  the  first  postmaster  of  what  was 
then  known  as  Gibson  Station. 


>  ••• ' 


GEORGE  M.  DAKIN,  M.D. 

The  noble  profession  of  medicine  affords  to  the  student  in  that  science  a 
never  ending  source  of  investigation  and  experiment.  New  remedies  are 
constantly  being  discovered,  steady  progress  is  being  made  in  surgery,  and 
new  diseases  are  presenting  themselves  under  varying  forms  of  civilization. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  discoveries  in  other  fields  of  knowledge,  and 
certainly  they  are  astonishing,  it  can  be  truthfully  said  of  this  science  that 
no  other  can  equal  it  in  the  great  strides  it  is  making  toward  a  comprehensive 
grasp  of  the  whole  subject  of  man,  in  relation  to  health  and  disease  and  the 
prevention  and  cure  of  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir.  In  the  noble  army  of  workers 
in  this  field  may  be  found  the  name  of  George  M.  Dakin,  M.D.,  who  is  de- 
servedly classed  among  the  prominent  physicians  of  his  section.  He  was 
born  in  Oakland,  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  May  13,  1827,  a  son  of  Perry  Dakin, 
who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  New  York,  of  Scotch  parents,  and  of 
Phebe  McManuis,  who  was  a  native  of  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  and  of  Irish 
descent.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  first  court  held  there.  The  only 
education  young  George  received  before  reaching  the  age  of  fifteen,  was 
•obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  from  the  books  he  could  borrow  from 
the  neighbors.  The  little  pocket  money  he  earned  at  that  time  was  used  to 
purchase  stray  volumes,  and  he  then  began,  although  on  a  very  small  scale, 
the  foundation  of  his  present  large  library.     It  must  not  be  forgotten,  how- 
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ever,  either  in  this  sketch  or  that  of  many  others  whose  boyhood  was  in  the 
first  half  of  the  present  century,  that  there  was  then  much  more  serious 
talk  than  boys  now  heai',  and  they  learned  to  pay  attention  to  the  discourse  of 
their  elders.  The  principle  of  all  governments,  the  line  of  separation 
between  the  state  and  federal  authorities,  the  doctrine  of  election  or  free  grace, 
the  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  nation,  were  a  few  of  the  topics  which 
were  then  freely  discussed  in  the  farmers'  homes  of  Ohio.  The  mind  thrives 
upon  strong  food,  and  the  boys  of  that  pei'iod  with  little  scholastic  knowledge, 
were  the  peers  of  those  of  the  present  generation  who  have  enjoyed  schools, 
colleges,  periodicals  and  public  libraries.  For  three  years  he  attended  the 
Waynesville  Academy,  in  Wai'ren  County,  under  the  tuition  of  David  S.  Burson, 
who  was  principal  at  that  time.  There  he  studied  chemistry,  natural  philo- 
sophy, algebra,  geometry,  elocution,  and  other  branches,  giving  at  the  same 
time,  during  leisure  moments,  as  much  attention  as  possible  to  the  study  of 
human  and  comparative  physiology.  While  at  home  upon  the  farm  he  made 
an  extensive  osteological  collection,  which  included  the  skeletons  of  all  the 
birds  and  animals  within  his  reach,  and  in  pursuing  his  investigations  he  even 
dug  into  the  mounds  that  existed  in  the  vicinity,  including  Old  Fort  Ancient. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  Dr.  Dakin  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Harveys- 
burg,  Ohio,  but  losing  his  father  the  succeeding  autumn,  he  was  thrown 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  and  was  compelled  to  resort  to  school 
teaching.  He  continued  the  study  of  medicine,  however,  and  was  occasionally 
employed  upon  the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  of  Cincinnati,  from  which,  after  attending  three  years,  he  was 
graduated  and  began  practice  at  Princeton,  Illinois,  in  the  spring  of  1853. 
During  his  three  years'  residence  in  Princeton  he  was  active  in  remodeling  the 
schools  in  that  place,  having  previously  been  elected  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  changing  them  from  the  old  style  to  the  more  systematic 
grading  demanded  by  modern  times.  From  the  foundation  laid  at  that  time 
the  schools  of  that  city  have  become  among  the  best  in  the  country.  In  1856 
he  removed  to  Touica,  LaSalle  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Joseph  Addison  Sewell,  a 
graduate  of  Tale,  and  since  President  of  the  Colorado  State  University.  He 
also  established  a  drug  store,  but  long  rides  over  the  prairies,  and  the  gas  and 
dust  of  the  soft  coal  so  much  used  there  for  fuel,  served  to  bring  on  a  severe 
spell  of  sickness,  and  for  two  years  he  was  a  great  sufferer  from  asthma. 
In  consequence  of    this,  and    the    inducements    held    out   at    LaPorte,    he 
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disposed  of  his  interests,  resigned  his  position  as  postmaster,  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  and  immediately  removed  to  the 
latter  place,  succeeding  Dr.  Teegarden.  From  the  beginning  his  practice  was 
large,  and  it  has  since  extended  to  some  of  the  Northwestern  States  by  cor- 
respondence. He  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  but  the 
demands  of  his  large  practice  rendered  this  unadvisable  and  he  disposed  of 
his  stock.  His  calling  has  given  him  a  handsome  competency  and  has 
enabled  him  to  indulge  his  taste  for  rare  and  instructive  books,  a  love  which 
has  never  left  him  and  which  is  still  a  great  solace  in  his  advancing  years. 
He  has  been  desirous  of  giving  others  an  opportunity  for  increasing  their 
store  of  knowledge  and  has  devoted  both  time  and  means  to  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  the  LaPorte  Library  and  Natural  History  Association, 
over  which  he  has  presided  for  many  years,  and  is  still  presiding,  and  which 
has  done  much  to  develop  a  sound  literary  taste  in  that  community.  In 
September,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Martha  W.  Allen,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Allen,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  noted  Quaker  abolitionists  of  southern 
Ohio  —  a  man  who  for  many  years  refused  to  use,  either  for  himself  or  his 
family,  any  of  the  products  of  slave  labor.  He  was  a  true  friend  to  the  poor, 
weak  and  oppressed  of  all  classes  of  nationalities,  and  his  house  was  their 
resort.  "  Mud  Castle,"  as  his  house  was  called,  was  the  most  important  and 
most  frequented  station  on  the  "underground  railroad"  between  the  Ohio 
river  and  the  Canadian  line.  In  this  work  he  enjoyed  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  his  family.  Dr.  Dakin  has  two  sons,  Norman  G.,  the  eldest,  now  business 
manager  of  the  LaPorte  Book  and  Stationery  Company,  and  Alfred  M., 
born  November  29,  1865.  The  latter  is  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Mexico,  Mexico, 
and  is  employed  as  private  secretary  to  the  general  passenger  agent  of  the 
Mexican  Central  Railroad.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Dakin  is  associated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  a  Master  Mason  since  1856.  He  became  a 
Eoyal  Arch  Mason  in  1871,  and  Knight  Templar  and  a  Knight  of  Malta  in 
1871,  a  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  1873,  and  has  been  Eminent  Commander 
and  Eminent  Prelate  during  several  years  of  its  existence  of  LaPorte  Com- 
mandery  No.  12.  He  became  a  Sublime  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret,  32d 
degree  in  1866,  and  is  regularly  affiliated  in  the  Consistory  at  Indianapolis. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  church,  but  afterwards 
entertaining  more  liberal  views  than  those  of  that  denomination  he  joined 
with  others  of  like  belief  and  established  the  First  Unitarian  Church  of  La- 
Porte, their  motto  being  "  Love  to  God  and  love  to  man."     The  doctor  has  a 


70  PICTORIAL  AND 

class  of  adults  in  the  Sabbath  school,  before  whom  he  lectures  each  Sunday- 
afternoon,  his  chief  subject  being  sociology,  following  the  lead  of  such  men 
as  Herbert  Spencer,  Tyndall  and  Draper;  his  great  point  being  to  impress- 
upon  the  class  that  everything  in  social  science  and  social  policy  is  governed 
by  fixed  and  immutable  laws.  At  a  very  early  age  his  sympathies  were 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  African  slave  ;  he  became  an  active  abolitionist,  and 
when  but  ten  years  old  accompanied  his  father  on  his  first  trip  on  the 
"  Underground  Railroad."  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  conductor  on  that  road 
in  active  service,  guiding  many  hundreds  of  flying  fugitives  from  Southern 
slavery  to  the  land  of  freedom,  and  he  strove  earnestly  to  ameliorate  their 
condition  as  well  as  to  effect  their  liberation.  The  thrilling  incidents,  narrow 
escapes,  and  races  for  life  and  liberty  would  fill  a  large  volume.  The  first 
vote  cast  by  Dr.  Dakin  was  for  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
in  1848,  on  the  free  soil  ticket.  He  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party  on  its  organization  in  1856,  and  has  ever  since  been  identified  with  it. 
Physically,  mentally  and  morally,  Dr.  Dakin  is  a  splendid  man.  In  his 
chosen  profession  he  stands  among  the  highest,  not  only  in  the  State  but  in 
the  whole  country.  On  all  other  subjects,  particularly  on  natural  philosophy, 
natural  history  and  social  science  he  is  deeply  versed.  His  society  is  much 
sought  for  and  his  conversation  -abounds  in  pleasant  anecdotes,  thrilling 
reminiscences  and  stories  of  the  time  of  slavery,  in  which  he  took  so  important 
a  part.  He  has  disproved  the  adage  that  "  A  prophet  is  without  honor  in  his 
own  country,"  for  those  who  know  him  best  esteem  him  most.  Although  he 
has  nearly  attained  the  "  three  score  and  ten  "  allotted  to  man,  he  bids  fair  ta 
far  exceed  that  limit.  He  ascribes  his  good  health  and  vigor  of  his  advancing 
years  to  his  strict  and  regular  habits.  He  has  never  used  intoxicating  drinks 
nor  tobacco,  takes  his  cold  bath  daily,  winter  and  summer,  and  in  consequence 
enjoys  good  health,  good  spirits  and  a  clear  conscience.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  and  First  Vice-President  of  the  Northern  Indiana 
Orphans'  Home,  and  has  been  physician  to  the  Home  since  its  establishment 
in  LaPorte.  The  object  of  this  institution  is  to  remove  children  from  the 
poor-houses  and  homes,  and  educate  them  and  make  citizens  of  them  instead 
of  paupers.  In  this  the  Doctor  takes  a  great  interest  and  is  widely  known  in 
his  work. 
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NORMAN   G.  DAKIN. 

This  gentleman  is  the  elder  son  of  Dr.  George  M.  Dakin,  whose  sketch 
appears  in  this  work,  and  he  has  made  for  himself  in  business  circles  a  repu- 
tation equal  to  that  of  his  father  in  professional  fields.  Mr.  Dakin  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  having  first  seen  the  light  in  Tonica,  that  State,  November  2, 
1861.  Availing  himself  of  such  educational  advantages  as  were  provided  by 
the  public  schools  of  his  vicinity,  he,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  entered  upon  the 
study  of  chemistry  with  Chapman,  Greene  &  Co.,  of  Grand  Crossing,  Illinois. 
Here  he  remained  nearly  a  year,  but  decided  that  business  was  more  to  his 
taste  than  medicine,  and  he  began  pursuing  a  course  in  stenography  and  type- 
writing in  John  B.  Holmes'  Business  College  at  LaPorte,  Ind.  An  excel- 
lent position  was  offered  him  upon  the  completion  of  this  course,  and  nearly 
four  years  were  spent  in  important  work  in  that  line,  traveling  over  the  most 
of  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  During  that  time  lie  obtained  a 
thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  that  work  and  of  commercial  affairs, 
which  has  made  him  prominent  in  business  circles.  In  June,  1885,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Esse,  daughter  of  T.  M.  Bissell,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
who  has  a  world-wide  reputation  as  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  Bissell 
process  of  chilling  plows,  now  in  use  by  all  the  great  plow  manufacturers  of 
the  world,  and  who  was  president  of  the  great  manufacturing  plant  at  South 
Bend,  known  as  the  Bissell  Chilled  Plow  Works.  In  this  enterprise  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  owns  a  large  interest.  In  1890,  the  LaPorte  Book  and 
Stationery  Company,  at  LaPorte,  was  organized  in  the  large  three  story  build- 
ing known  as  the  King  block,  near  the  post  office  on  Michigan  avenue.  The 
largest  stock  of  books,  stationery,  wall  paper  and  window  shades  ever  brought 
to  the  city  was  placed  therein.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  this  company 
has  the  exclusive  sale  of  school  supplies  in  LaPorte,  makes  it  one  of  the  most 
important  stores  in  the  city.  Over  this  important  business  Mr.  Dakin,  by 
reason  of  his  ability  and  experience,  was  called  to  preside.  He  has  conducted 
it  with  signal  success  and  to  the  satisfaction  and  profit  of  the  stockholders. 
Mr.  Dakin  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Horace  Bissell,  born  March  9,  1889. 
He  is  a  pleasant  gentleman  with  whom  to  have  business  dealings,  is  a  careful 
man  of  affairs,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
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KEY.  JAMES  N.  BUCHANAN. 

Id  looking  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens,  Rev.  Buchanan 
gets  very  near  to  his  people,  and  has  ever  sought  to  develop  the  highest  type 
of  social  life  of  the  church.  He  has  made  himself  a  personal  friend  of  each 
member  of  his  flock,  sympathizing  with  them  in  trouble  and  rejoicing 
with  them  in  their  gladness ;  and  as  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Hebron  and  Leroy,  Indiana,  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  well  educated 
gentleman,  possessing  a  fine  and  original  mind,  and  in  discourse  is  fluent, 
eloquent  and  forcible.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Licking 
County,  Decembei  10  1824,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Reed)  Buchanan, 
who  were  born  in  the  Keystone  State.  They  removed  to  Hebron,  Indiana,  in 
1854,  and  died  at  the  home  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  former  in  1855 
and  the  latter  in  1857.  Thomas  Buchanan  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
of  quiet  and  unassuming  demeanor  and  an  earnest  and  devout  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  In  the  public  schools  of  Ohio,  Rev.  Bu- 
chanan received  his  early  scholastic  training,  and  as  he  was  at  an  early  day 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  he  at  once  resorted  to  the  occupation  of  school 
teaching  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  after  acquiring  sufiicient  means  he 
entered  Muskingum  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  fall  of  1848. 
He  then  entered  the  United  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  and  completed 
his  course  in  1851.  In  1843  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rosanna  S.  Alexander, 
of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  who  proved  to  him  a  helpmate  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  was  a  kind  and  devoted  wife  and  an  able  assistant  to  her  husband  in 
his  ministerial  labors.  She  was  called  from  this  life  in  1869,  having  borne 
her  husband  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  survive:  William  T.,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  fine  stock-raiser  of  Eagle  Creek  Township,  Lake  County,  Indiana; 
Nancy  J.,  the  wife  of  H.  P.  Woods,  is  a  resident  of  Hebron;  Oscar  R.  is  the 
manager  of  the  home  farm;  Mary  O.  has  been  principal  of  one  of  the  ward 
schools  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  the  past  four  years,  and  has  taught  continu- 
ously and  with  the  best  success  for  the  past  sixteen  years;  Emma  A.  is  the 
wife  of  G.  M.  Death,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Lowell,  Indiana; 
Samuel  A.  resides  in  Hebron,  and  is  a  painter  and  decorator  by  trade;  Carrie 
M.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hebron,  and  graduated  from  the 
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"Western  Seminary,  of  Oxford,  Ohio,  in  1889.  She  became  imbued  with  the 
missionary  spirit,  went  to  Wyoming  and  engaged  in  teaching  in  a  Govern- 
ment Indian  school,  where  she  remained  for  some  time.  She  then  went  to 
Des  Moines  and  acted  as  assistant  principal  of  a  ward  school  in  that  city  for 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  she  was  appointed  as  a  missionary  to  Egypt 
by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  and  since 
November,  1893,  has  been  located  at  Cairo,  where  she  is  actively  laboring  for 
the  Master;  James  Hervey,  the  youngest  sou,  resides  in  Washington  County, 
Iowa.  The  eldest  child,  Elizabeth  Agnes,  died  in  infancy.  After  graduating 
at  Oxford,  Kev.  Buchanan  came  to  Hebron,  Indiana,  in  1851,  and  assumed  the 
pastorate  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  of  that  place.  The  membership 
of  the  church  then  consisted  of  only  forty  people,  and,  with  the  membership  of 
the  church  at  Leroy,  now  numbers  125  souls.  In  1870,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Dilly) 
McCracken  became  the  wife  of  Kev.  Buchanan,  and  to  them  eight  children 
have  been  born,  five  of  whom  survive;  Martha  A.,  who  is  a  student  at  the 
Western  Female  Seminary,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  is  preparing  herself  for  the 
work  of  teaching;  R.  Myrtle,  who,  owing  to  ill  health,  is  out  of  school;  Anna 
G.,  who  graduated  from  the  Hebron  public  schools  in  the  class  of  1893,  and  is 
now  fitting  herself  for  teaching;  Jay  Turner  is  a  student  in  the  Hebron  High 
School ;  also  E.  Ruth.  Politically,  Rev.  Buchanan  is  a  Republican,  and  as  a 
servant  in  the  vineyard  of  his  Master  he  has  wielded  a  wide  influence,  and  his 
friends  are  legion. 


WELLINGTON  A.  CLARK. 

With  the  increasing  demand  for  residences  and  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial buildings,  the  real  estate  interests  have  naturally  come  to  form  one  of 
the  chief  investments  for  capital  with  the  well-to-do  and  thrifty  portion  of  the 
populace.  The  large  trade  now  done  in  realty  of  every  description  has 
naturally  drawn  to  this  branch  of  enterprise  many  of  the  leading  capitalists 
and  go-ahead  citizens,  and  among  this  number  is  Wellington  A.  Clark,  of 
Crown  Point,  Indiana,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business. 
He  was  born  in  Naples,  Ontario  County,  New  York,  September  2,  1815,  a  son 
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of  Benjamin  aud  Tlmnkful  (Watkius)  Clark,  whose  parents  were  the  first 
settlers  of  that  locality.  The  father  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
serving  under  Generals  Gates  and  Green,  and  he  was  present  when  Gornwallis 
surrendered  at  Yorktown.  He  was  a  lad  in  his  early  teens  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  witnessed  the  battle  from  the  city  of  Boston.  He 
soon  after  enlisted  in  the  Colonial  Army,  and  served  faithfully  aud  well  until 
the  war  closed,  being  mustered  out  with  the  title  of  Major.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  grew  to  early  manhood  near  Boston.  After  the 
close  of  the  Revolution  he  located  in  the  town  of  Naples,  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  at  which  place  he  bailt  the  first  saw  and  grist  mills  ever  erected  there, 
with  the  operation  of  which  he  was  prominently  connected  until  a  few  years 
before  his  death.  He  left  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  leaving 
to  them  the  heritage  of  an  honorable  name,  which  was  rather  to  be  desired 
than  great  riches.  The  mother.  Thankful  Watkins,  was  the  daughter  of 
AVilliara  Watkins,  a  native  of  the  Berkshire  Hills,  Massachusetts.  Both  the 
Clark  and  Watkins  families  were  staunch  Presbyterians,  and  were  people  of 
prominence  in  the  communities.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  maturity 
in  the  State  and  town  of  his  nativity,  where  he  obtained  a  thoroughly  practi- 
cal education  in  the  common  schools  which  were  held  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home.  This  he  later  8uj>plemented  by  a  course  of  literary  training  in  the 
Academy  of  Canandaigua,  and  in  his  seventeenth  year  taught  a  winter  term 
of  school.  His  early  predilections  were  for  a  mercantile  life,  however,  and 
the  time  from  his  seventeenth  to  his  twenty-second  year  was  spent  in  estab- 
lishments of  this  kind  in  Canandaigua,  Naples  and  Albany,  New  York.  He 
came  west  in  1835  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  jobbing  grocery  house  in 
Detroit,  Michigan.  But  the  house  for  which  he  was  doing  business  failed, 
and  very  shortly  after,  in  1835,  he  decided  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  brother,  San- 
ford  D.  Clark,  who  was  then  a  country  merchant,  thirty  miles  south  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Chicago  with  a  cargo  of  produce  in  1837. 
At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1837,  Mr.  Clark  took  charge  of  a  cargo 
of  produce  from  the  Western  Reserve,  Ohio,  consisting  of  apples,  cider, 
cheese,  grass  seed,  beans,  etc.,  bound  for  Chicago,  Illinois.  Passing 
on  up  the  lakes,  encountering  some  severe  weather,  he  arrived  at  the 
Straits  of  Mackinaw,  where  he  disposed  of  a  supply  of  his  stock  to  the 
garrison  there.  Passing  on,  they  anchored  oif  Milwaukee,  which  was  then 
a  small  town  of  cheap  frame  houses.  Wishing  to  leave  part  of  the  cargo  here, 
he  went  ashore  aud  arranged  with  a  commission   firm,  who  manned   a   lighter 
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and  went  out  to  the  schooner.  The  water  of  the  river  was  pouring  out  over 
the  bar  with  a  perfect  rush,  and  it  seemed  to  him  next  to  impossible  for  the 
men  to  stem  this  swift  current  with  a  loaded  boat.  He  therefore  watched 
with  much  interest  its  return.  But  the  men  understood  their  business.  When 
they  approached  the  rapids  they  had  men  with  ropes  on  both  sides  of  the  chan- 
nel attached  to  the  lighter,  so  tliat  by  liard  pulling  and  poling  they  succeeded 
in  getting  the  loaded  boat  into  still  water.  In  this  manner  was  landed  the  portion 
of  cargo  designed  for  the  place.  With  a  favorable  breeze  he  proceeded  on  to 
Chicago,  where  he  arrived  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  1837.  It  was  a 
beautiful  afternoon  when  he  entered  the  harbor  of  Chicago.  The  weather  was 
mild  and  pleasant  as  he  sailed  slowly  in,  but  the  view  was  far  from  enchant- 
ing. On  the  left  was  the  stockade  of  old  Fort  Dearborn,  still  standing  dilapi- 
dated and  weather  beaten.  Further  on,  scattered  along  Lake  Street,  was  the 
town.  With  the  exception  of  one  three-story  brick,  the  buildings  were  cheap 
frames,  most  of  them  one  story,  and  many  standing  on  blocks  elevated  threa 
or  four  feet  from  the  ground.  On  the  right  were  the  framed  warehouses  of 
Newberry  &  Dole,  John  H.  Kinzie  and  Gurdon  S.  Hubbard;  nearby  was  the 
•'Lake  House,"  a  fine  new  hotel  built  of  brick,  the  best  building  at  that  time 
in  town.  John  H.  Kinzie  being  in  charge  of  the  building,  Mr.  Clark  hired 
of  him  a  basement  under  this  building,  in  which  he  stored  the  perishable 
goods.  Eventually  he  purchased  a  goodly  amount  of  real  estate  here 
in  Lake  County  (384  acres),  which  he  afterwards  increased  to  1,300. 
This  land  he  tilled  and  improved  greatly,  and  in  1869  established  the  first  cheese 
factory  in  the  county.  In  1853  he  engaged  in  the  patent  medicine  business, 
building  up  for  the  celebrated  Dr.  Ayer  a  responsible  and  lucrative  business 
in  this  Western  country.  He  was  the  first  representative  of  this  firm  in  the 
West,  and  built  up  during  his  twelve  years  of  very  active  service  with  this 
firm,  a  patronage  which  to-day  represents  many  millions  of  dollars.  After 
retiring  from  the  business  he  joined  Dr.  James  C.  Ayer  in  his  investment  in 
"  Indian  Trustlands  "  in  Kansas,  the  firm  being  known  as  James  C.  Ayer  &  Co., 
Mr.  Clark  and  Frederick  Ayer  being  the  company.  Over  10,000  acres  of  these 
choice  lands  were  bought  at  an  average  cost  of  $2.30  per  acre.  December  7, 
1843,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Hackley,  a  daughter 
of  Roswell  and  Orra  (Davis)  Hackley,  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  From  Lebanon,  New  York,  in  an  early  day  they  moved  to  Otsego 
County,  New  York,  but  in  1835  moved  West  and  settled  in  Michigan  City, 
Indiana.     He  was  formerly  a  farmer  by  occupation.     A  member  of  this  family 
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is  Charles  C.  Hackley,  a  wealthy  citizeu  of  Muskegon,  Michigan.  Mr.  and 
Mi's.  Clark  have  had  a  very  happy  married  life  of  over  fifty  years,  and  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1893,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  came  to  bless  their  domestic  circle:  Henry  A.,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
South  Chicago  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  leaving  two  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Charles  S.,  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  James 
Frederick  Ayer,  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  Helen,  who  mar- 
ried and  has  a  family  of  three  daughters  and  a  son,  all  of  whom  bear  the 
name  of  Clark.  Mr.  Clark  has  always  lived  a  conservative  life,  and  though  he 
has  usually  avoided  the  glitter  and  fascinations  of  public  life,  yet  he  has  served 
his  municipality  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  terms.  He  has  been  a 
constant  resident  of  Lake  County,  Indiana,  since  1840,  and  has  seen  Chicago 
grow  up  from  a  village  to  its  present  grandeur.  He  has  been  a  Mason 
many  years  and  helped  to  organize  and  establish  Crown  Point  Lodge,  No.  153, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  charter  members  in  the  establishment  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  society,  in  which  he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest.  He  also  assisted 
in  establishing  the  Old  Settlers  Society,  of  Lake  County,  and  has  served  as 
president  of  the  same  for  many  terms.  He  has  always  been  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  temperance ;  in  fact,  all  enterprises  that  have  for  their 
object  the  good  of  his  section  and  mankind  in  general  find  in  him  a  hearty 
supporter.  He  and  his  wife  have  reared  a  grand-daughter,  Claribel,  from  the 
age  of  eight  weeks,  when  her  mother  died,  the  second  child  of  Henry  and 
Clara  (Dyer)  Clark,  who  is  now  happily  married  to  M.  B.  Eockwell,  of 
Crown  Point,  Indiana. 


>  ••• ' 


COL.  A.  E.  WOODHULL 

Came  originally  from  Orange  County,  New  York,  his  birth  occurring  Septem- 
ber 11,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  W.  and  Ruth  E.  (Strong)  Woodhull, 
both  natives  of  the  same  county  and  State.  Members  of  the  Woodhull  family 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  Empire  State  and  became  noted  people  of 
the  same.     They  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.     The  grandparents  on 
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both  sides  of  the  house  passed  their  entire  lives  in  that  State,  and  the  old 
homestead  of  the  Woodhull  family  was  built  of  lumber,  and  sided  and  roofed 
with  cedar  shingles  made  by  hand.  The  nails,  of  wrought  iron,  were  also 
made  by  hand,  and  the  house,  when  torn  down,  was  quite  well  preserved  for 
being  over  one  hundred  years  old.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  the 
Woodhulls  took  their  horses  to  the  cellar  in  order  to  keep  them.  Indians 
were  numerous  and  not  very  friendly,  and  .eternal  vigilance  was  necessary. 
The  father  of  our  subject  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  still  resides  in  Mon- 
roe, Orange  County,  New  York.  The  mother  died  in  1858.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  A.  E.  and  Mrs.  Euth 
Beattie,  of  Little  Falls,  New  Jersey.  The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared 
partly  on  a  farm  and  partly  in  New  York  City,  his  father  being  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  milk  and  cream  business  in  that  city,  although  he  still  followed 
farming.  Young  Woodhull  received  a  liberal  common  school  education  and 
assisted  his  father  in  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  New  York  State  Militia  in  New  York  City  for  three 
years'  service.  This  was  on  the  30th  of  May,  1861,  and  he  went  direct  to 
Washington,  where  he  was  mustered  in.  For  seven  mouths  after  this  he  was 
with  Patterson  through  West  Virginia  as  a  private,  and  then,  taking  a  leave 
of  absence,  he  returned  to  New  York,  and  at  Plattsburg  he  assisted  in  recruit- 
ing the  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.  In  March,  1862,  he  marched  to 
the  front  as  captain  of  Company  D,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at 
Alexandria,  where  they  immediately  embarked  for  the  Peninsula,  under  Gen. 
McClellan.  Mr.  Woodhull  was  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks  and 
Seven  Days'  Fight.  Peck's  brigade,  to  which  Capt.  Woodhull  belonged,  was 
detached  and  went  to  Suffolk,  Virginia,  and  on  its  arrival  there  our  subject 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment.  In  1863  he 
resigned  his  position,  left  the  service,  and  came  West,  stopping  at  Valparaiso, 
where  he  located  and  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  and  lumber  business,  which  he 
carried  on  several  years.  He  next  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  built  and 
operated  the  first  cheese  factory  in  this  part  of  the  county.  This  business 
he  continued  successfully  for  some  time,  when  he  took  up  the  butter  and 
cheese  commission  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  about  four  years.  In  the 
year  1888  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  milk  and  ice  cream  business. 
His  place  of  business  is  in  South  Chicago,  and  he  is  an  extensive  ice  cream 
dealer  and  manufacturer  during  the  summer  season.  The  colonel  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  for  the  high  business  principles  he  has   pursued,  and  is 
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likewise  regarded  as  a  gentleman  of  the  soundest  integrity.  He  owns  a  fine 
residence  in  Valparaiso,  where  he  makes  his  home,  and  he  also  owns  a  good 
farm  of  138  acres  at  Wheeler  and  another  of  sixty-eight  acres  in  Center 
Township,  a  portion  of  this  farm  lying  within  the  city  limits  of  Valparaiso. 
In  the  fall  of  1863  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Campbell,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  whose  parents  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Porter  County,  Indiana. 
To  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Woodhull  have  been  born  seven  children:  Laura  F.,wife 
of  E.  B.  Stoddard,  of  Chicago;  Cora  L.,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Renner,  of  Valpa- 
raiso; Edith  G.,  Nellie  V.,  wife  of  Grant  Michener,  of  Valparaiso;  Mabel, 
Ruth  E.,  and  Ross  A.  Mrs.  Woodhull  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  the  colonel  is  a  Mason,  and  politically  he  is 
a  Democrat. 


>  ••  • ' 


ALEXANDER   H.  HENDERSON. 

If  a  long  life,  filled  with  good  deeds,  places  a  man  iu  the  ranks  of  public 
benefactors,  then  surely  the  name  of  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Henderson  will  be  one 
long  remembered  by  the  residents  of  Starke  County,  Indiana.  For  many 
yeai's  lie  was  one  of  the  familiar  figures  seen  throughout  the  country  as  he 
journeyed  to  the  houses  of  the  sick,  nursing  them  back  to  life  and  giving  to 
them  the  blessings  of  happiness.  In  the  early  days,  when  people  were  poor, 
he  was  a  true  friend  and  benefactor,  as  he  often  gave  his  advice  and  service 
without  expectation  of  reward  other  than  that  secured  iu  the  satisfaction  of 
doing  a  good  deed.  It  is  thus  true  that  he  must  be  classed  as  a  public  bene- 
factor and  have  his  name  enrolled  among  that  small  but  honored  class  of 
humanitarians  who,  by  their  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  duty,  have  deserved 
the  plaudits  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Henderson  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1786,  of  English 
parents,  was  married  in  1817  in  Kentucky  to  a  lady  born  in  that  state  in  1800, 
of  Scottish  ancestry,  and  in  1827,  eleven  years  after  Indiana  had  been  made 
a  State,  they  settled  in  the  then  wilderness  north  of  the  Wabash  river,  near 
the  village  (now  city)  of  Lafayette,  Tippecanoe  County,  where  they  cleared 
a  farm.     Here  the  father  died  in  1855,  followed  by  his  widow  in  1862. 


fe^5^^ 
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Alexauder  H.  Henderson  is  the  j-oungest  of  thirteen  children,  twelve  of 
■whom  grew  to  be  men  and  women.  Until  fifteen  years  of  age  he  passed  his 
time  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  occasionally  hiring  out  to  get  a  little  spend- 
ing money.  About  this  time  he  decided  to  become  a  doctor.  He  succeeded 
in  begging  money  enough  from  his  eldest  brother,  who  was  his  guardian,  to 
attend  school  one  term,  and,  bidding  good-bye  to  the  old  log  house  and  farm, 
he  entered  the  academy  at  Thorntown,  Indiana,  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  (now 
Bishop)  Sims.  There  he  became  noted  for  his  industrious  habits  and  close 
application  to  his  studies,  which,  in  one  term,  enabled  him  to  become  suffi- 
ciently advanced  to  obtain  a  license  to  teach  school.  This  he  did  the  follow- 
ing winter,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  his  standing  in  his  classes,  being 
examined  at  the  close  of  each  academical  term,  and  thus  going  through  col- 
lege, earning  his  own  sujjport  In  18(Jl,.  when  the  rebels  fired  on  Fort 
Sumter,  which  sent  an  electric  shock,  as  it  were,  through  every  loyal  citizen 
of  this  country,  his  young  heart  was  fired  with  enthusiasm  and  love  for  the 
flag,  and  he  soon  left  school  for  the  capital  of  the  state  to  become  one  of  the 
75,000  Lincoln  soldiers.  "Uncle  Sam"  was  more  particular  then  about  his 
soldiers  than  he  was  later  on  in  the  war,  and  he,  not  being  a  physical  Samson, 
was  refused.  He  retvirned  to  school  and  graduated  the  next  spring  with  the 
honors  of  his  class,  delivering  the  valedictory  address.  The  next  thing  heard 
from  him  was  making  schoolhouse  speeches  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  was 
reai-ed,  urging  the  young  men  to  gird  on  the  armor  of  war  and  go  forth  to 
battle  for  the  nation's  life.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Seventy-second  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  for  "  three  years  or  during  the 
war."  His  regiment,  after  about  a  year's  service  as  infantry,  became  mounted 
on  horses  and  armed  with  Henry  rifles,  and  put  under  command  of  Gen. 
Wilder,  forming  part  of  that  famous  brigade,  which  is  too  well  known  in 
history  to  be  repeated  here,  it  being  one  of  the  most  effective  branches  of  the 
Union  service.  While  stationed  a  short  time  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  he 
attended  Boyd's  Commercial  College  at  nights,  after  the  duties  for  the  day 
were  over,  and  finally  graduated,  receiving  the  degree  of  Accountant.  Serving 
in  various  capacities  as  a  soldier,  part  of  the  time  in  the  medical  department, 
till  near  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  be  examined 
for  a  commission  in  a  negro  regiment  (having  previously  made  application), 
but  the  commission  as  colonel  came  too  late,  for  the  war  was  virtually  over. 
Being  tired  of  soldier  life  he  refused  the  commission,  and  iu  September, 
1865,  was  mustered  out  of  service,   returned   North,  and,  being   financially 
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embarrassed,  commenced  teaching  school  again,  continuing  the  study  of  medi- 
cine till  1868,  when  he  passed  examination  and  opened  up  an  office  at  Monee, 
Illinois,  selling  his  only  feather  bed  to  pay  the  government  license.  He  con- 
ducted a  successful  practice  at  this  point  until  soon  after  the  great  Chicago 
fire  in  1871,  when  he  moved  to  Knox,  Starke  County,  Indiana.  Here  he  rode 
almost  day  and  night  through  the  swamps,  marshes,  and  over  the  sand  hills, 
administering  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  receiving  but  very  little  compensa- 
tion for  his  services.  In  1873  he  was  elected,  under  the  new  law,  the  first 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Starke  County,  holding  this  office  for 
two  years;  was  re-elected,  but  before  his  second  term  expired  he  was  elected 
county  auditor,  being  the  first  and  only  Reijublican  ever  elected  to  that  office 
in  this  (Starke)  county.  He  held  the  office  four  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1882 
was  nominated  by  his  party  for  joint  representative  of  Starke  and  St.  Joseph 
Counties.  This  was  when  the  legislature  was  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
constitutional  amendments  regarding  the  temperance  question  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  for  their  suffrage.  Believing  that  this  is  a  government 
for  the  people,  and  that  the  people  had  a  right,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to 
determine  all  such  questions,  he  favored  submission,  and  made  a  thorough 
canvass  in  both  counties,  speaking  in  nearly  every  township,  and  was  elected 
by  quite  a  majority,  running  ahead  of  his  ticket.  While  a  member  of  the 
legislature  he  served  on  several  important  committees,  among  which  were 
engrossing,  temperance  and  drainage.  He  framed  and  secured  the  passage  of 
the  bill  enabling  the  several  counties  of  the  State  to  sell  and  dispose  of  lands 
forfeited  to  the  State  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  school  fund,  and  providing 
for  the  deficiency  in  said  school  fund  occasioned  by  such  sale.  This  law  has 
relieved  many  counties  of  the  State  from  paying  lai-ge  sums  of  interest  on 
forfeited  school  lauds.  Dr.  Henderson  was  always  found  in  his  seat  in  the 
House  upholding  and  voting  for  those  principles  and  laws  that  he  thought 
would  benefit  the  greatest  number  of  his  fellow-men.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  of  Starke  County,  and  when  Benjamin 
Harrison  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States,  his  county  gave  the 
Eepublican  ticket  a  larger  per  cent,  of  gain  than  any  other  county  in  the 
State.  In  1889  he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Knox,  Indiana, 
which  position  he  held  until  June,  1893,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  also 
appointed  in  1889  United  States  examining  surgeon,  and  when  the  board  con- 
vened was  chosen  its  president,  holding  this  position  till  1893,  when  he  was 
relieved  (being  a  Republican)  by  President  Cleveland.     The  Doctor  has  filled 
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various  offices  of  trust  in  the  town  of  Knox;  was  county  physician  for  several 
years,  vice-president  of  the  Starke  Medical  Society,  an  active  worker  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  1894  was  again  chosen  chairman  of  the  County  Central  Commit- 
tee. He  is  connected  with  several  secret  organizations  at  Knox,  Indiana,  and 
assisted  in  their  organization,  and  was  a  charter  member  in  each,  viz.:  The 
Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic,  organized  in  1882,  and  was  its  first  and  second 
commander;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  (organized  in  1887),  and 
was  its  first  treasurer,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  (organized  in  1891),  and 
has  been  its  treasurer  ever  since  its  organization.  He  is  always  willing  to 
assist  and  take  an  active  part  in  every  enterprise  to  benefit  his  town  or  to  build 
up  and  elevate  society,  giving  liberally  to  churches  and  charity  and  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  He  is  now  conducting  a  successful  banking 
and  drug  business  in  the  town  of  Knox,  at  which  he  has  been  engaged  since 
the  year  1880. 


'••••- 


OLIVER   P.  KINSEY. 

In  1880,  when  Prof.  Kinsey  purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  Northern 
Indiana  Normal  School,  he  was  yet  a  young  man,  but  had  already  shown 
excejjtional  aptitude  for  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  had  received  an  exten- 
sive and  practical  experience  as  a  special  instructor  of  English  literature  and 
mathematics  in  the  National  Normal  School,  of  Lebanon,  Ohio.  In  addition 
to  this  valuable  qualification  he  bore  the  highest  recommendations  for  per- 
sonal integrity  and  practical  sound  sense  and  for  ability  as  a  business  manager 
and  executive.  Feeling  himself  amply  fitted  for  so  responsible  a  position, 
Prof.  Kinsey  purchased  a  half-interest  in  this  institution,  and  soon  entered 
upon  his  task,  but  first  visited  Europe  and  studied  the  educational  systems  of 
Scotland,  England,  and  the  Continent.  The  school  had  grown  beyond  the 
physical  ability  of  Mr.  Brown  to  manage  it  properly,  and  many  of  the  depart- 
ments and  other  features  of  great  importance  needed  such  personal  attention 
as  he  was  unable  to  give.  Prof.  Kinsey,  therefore,  had  a  great  task  before 
him,  one  of  secondary  importance  only  to  the  original  founding  of  the  school 
itself.     But  bringing  all  his  skill  as  a  disciplinarian  and  his  experience  as  a 
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business  man  to  bear  on  the  condition  of  things  as  be  found  it,  he  skillfully 
and  expeditiously  placed  all  departments  on  a  firmer  and  safer  basis,  re-ar- 
ranged the  courses  of  study,  added  several  branches,  drew  a  tighter  rein  on 
the  young  people  under  his  care  and  proved  by  the  better  state  of  affair.s  in 
the  institution  that  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Prof.  Brown  had  not 
been  misplaced.  The  entire  institution  seemed  to  feel  the  influence  of  his 
efforts,  and  took  on  new  life,  growth  and  usefulness.  Besides  being  professor 
of  Ensrlish  literature  he  has  served,  since  his  first  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution,  as  its  practical  business  manager,  and  as  such  buys  all  supplies  and 
transacts  much  of  its  necessary  business.  His  scholarship  is  wide  and  varied, 
and  is  being  constantly  augmented  by  systematic  study  and  investigation. 

He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  name  originally  being  McKinsey.  His 
paternal  ancestors  ci-ossed  the  Atlantic  in  Colonial  times  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. His  mother's  family,  the  Ridgways,  were  of  English  descent,  and 
located  in  Pennsylvania  with  William  Peuu.  Both  families,  the  McKinseys 
and  the  Ridgways,  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  though,  notwith- 
standing this  fact,  both  contributed  soldiers  to  aid  the  Colonies  in  their 
struggle  for  independence. 

Richard  Kinsey,  grandfather  of  Prof.  Kiusey,  was  a  native  of  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  with  his  family  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in 
1808,  and  there  followed  the  occupation  of  fai'ming.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  that  portion  of  the  State,  cleared  his  farm  of  its  forest  coverings  and  lived 
thereon  until  1851,  when  here  moved  to  Fulton  County,  Illinois,  where  he  fin- 
ally passed  from  life  after  many  years  of  honor  and  usefulness.  Like  all  the 
people  of  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  was 
prominently  connected  with  the  '■  underground  raih'oad,"  and  thus  assisted 
many  a  runaway  slave  to  reach  Canada.  His  character  was  kind  and  strong, 
and  his  convictions  were  deeply  rooted,  and  by  him  all  his  descendants  were 
taught  to  love  liberty  and  the  institutions  of  freedom.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  became  the  father  of  four  children — Nancy,  Daniel,  Stephen,  and  Reese  R. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  received  a 
good  education  in  a  Quaker  school  at  Smithfield,  Ohio.  He  became  proficient 
in  mathematics,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  studied  the  higher  branches, 
including  surveying.  When  old  enough  he  taught  school,  and  his  services 
were  so  appreciated,  owing  to  his  superior  education  and  his  general  capacity, 
that  he  was  paid  two  dollars  per  day  for  his  labor  in  a  country  school, 
very  high  wages  at  that  time.     Upon  reaching  manhood  he  married  Eliza, 
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daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Ridgway,  aud  to  them  were  born  four 
children — Ai-miuda,  Sarah,  Oliver  P.,  aud  Clayton — all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Harrison  County.  In  the  spring  of  1851,  in  company  with  several  other 
Kiusey  families  and  several  neighbors,  he  moved  to  Fulton  County,  Illinois, 
which  locality  had  been  visited  six  years  before  by  Mr.  Kinsey  with  a  view  of 
settling  there  eventually.  In  October,  1851,  lie  caught  a  severe  fever,  and 
was  attended  by  the  old-school  physicians  of  that  day.  They  bled  him  pro- 
fusely, and  it  is  now  believed,  in  the  light  of  modern  medical  science,  that 
this  probably  caused  his  death.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Quaker 
church,  and,  owing  to  his  superior  education  and  unusual  intellectual  ability, 
was  a  prominent  citizen,  serving  as  township  clerk,  clerk  of  election  boards, 
member  of  the  county  examining  board  and  attracting  much  attention  by  his 
progressive  methods  of  teaching  and  by  his  interest  in  the  advancement  of 
education.     His  untimely  death  was  unfortuuate  aud  probably  unnecessary. 

Prof.  Oliver  P.  Kinsey  was  born  at  Freeport,  Ohio,  in  1849,  and  was  an 
infant  when  his  parents  moved  to  Illinois.  After  her  hiisband's  death  his 
mother  returned  to  Harrison  County  and  made  her  home  with  her  parents, 
and  here  Oliver  P.  was  reared  and  educated  at  the  Quaker  schools  and  under 
the  moral  influence  of  the  Quaker  church.  When  sixteen  years  old  he 
attended  school  one  year  at  Highland  Springs,  Ohio,  succeeding  which  he 
taaght  school  in  Guernsey,  Belmont  aud  Harrison  Counties,  Ohio,  teaching 
his  first  term  of  thi-ee  months  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  receiving 
one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per  day.  This  school  was  situated  ten  miles  from 
his  home,  and  to  it  he  walked  every  Monday  morning  and  from  it  he  walked 
every  Friday  night.  He  was  entirely  successful,  both  as  an  instructor  and  as 
a  disciplinarian.  The  next  year  he  walked  eighteen  miles  to  Cadiz,  and 
endured  a  three  days'  examination  and  returned  home  on  foot,  having  suc- 
ceeded in  secui'ing  his  certificate  as  a  teacher.  He  then  taught  school  for 
eight  months,  and,  though  small  for  his  age,  succeeded  in  preserving  good 
order  and  in  advancing  the  scholars  rapidly  in  their  studies.  It  is  related  by 
Prof.  Kinsey  that  while  he  was  thus  teaching  there  came  up  on  horseback  a 
stranger  who,  without  dismounting,  knocked  at  the  door,  and  when  the  juve- 
nile teacher  responded  said,  "  Sonny,  run  in  and  tell  the  teacher  to  come  out." 
He  was  considerably  surprised  when  informed  that  he  was  already  in  the 
presence  of  that  august  functionary. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  he  entered  the  scientific  course  of  the  National  Nor- 
mal School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  from  which,  two  years  later,  he  graduated. 
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So  favorably  were  his  teachers  impressed  with  his  character  and  ability  that 
they  immediately  tendered  him  the  position  of  professor  of  English  Litera- 
ture in  the  institution.      He  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  but  here  at  one 
bound  he  became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  one  of  the   strongest  normal 
schools  in  the  United  States.     If  satisfactory  evidence  were  needed  to  prove 
his  superior  ability  as  a  teacher,  this  appointment  to  such  a  high  and  responsi- 
ble position  would  alone  be  sufficient.     Thus  early  were  his  services  appreciated 
and  his  future  profession  foreshadowed.     But  though  teaching,  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  school,  taking  up  the   classical  course,  having  previously 
graduated  from  the  scientific  department,  and  the  following  year  also  graduated 
from  the  former  course.      He  continued  teaching  in  this  school  as  professor 
of  English  literature  and  mathematics  until  1880,  when  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion and,  as  previously  stated,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Northei'n  Indiana 
Normal  School,  and  has  been  busily  engaged  here  ever  since.      He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  is  very  broad  and  liberal  in  his  religious 
views;    he   has  held    all    the  lay  offices  in  the    church.      In   politics  is   a 
Kepublican. 

In  187t>  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Charlotte  Porter,  a  lady  of  refinement  and  finished  education,  who 
served  as  professor  of  mathematics  and  geography  in  the  Normal  School  at 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  for  several  years,  and  as  principal  of  the  Des  Moines  high 
school  three  years,  resigning  from  the  latter  position  the  day  of  her  marriage. 
She  is  now  the  matron  of  the  Normal  School,  managing  her  department  with 
prudence  and  success. 


-••••' 


T.  A.  E.  CAMPBELL. 

(deceased.) 

When  a  citizen  of  worth  and  character  has  departed  from  this  life  it  is 
proper  that  those  who  survive  him  should  keep  in  mind  his  life-work,  and 
should  hold  up  to  the  knowledge  and  emulation  of  the  young  his  virtues  and 
the  characteristics  which  distinguished  him  and  made  him  worthy  the  esteem 
of  his  neighbors.     We  therefore  present  to  our  readers  a  narrative  of  the  life 
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of  the  representative  citizen  whose  name  heads  these  pages.  T.  A.  E.  Camp- 
bell was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  New  York,  in  July,  1810,  and  of  Scotch 
descent,  being,  it  is  supposed,  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Campbell  family 
of  that  country.  His  grandfather  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this 
country,  and  he  settled  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he  and  his  descendants 
were  classed  among  the  first  people.  Our  subject  received  a  liberal  education 
in  his  native  State  for  that  day,  and  about  1833  he  came  West  to  Porter 
County,  Indiana,  locating  in  Valparaiso  before  the  town  amounted  to  anything. 
He  came  through  with  wagons  with  his  uncle,  and  besides  trading  quite  exten- 
sively with  the  Indians  after  coming  here  he  also  taught  school.  He  was  prob- 
ably the  first  postmaster  of  Valparaiso,  holding  that  office  for  some  time,  and 
was  also  deputy  county  clerk.  In  1841  he  was  elected  collector  and  ti-easurer 
of  Porter  County,  and  went  on  horseback  to  Indianapolis  to  make  his  returns,  it 
taking  about  two  weeks  to  make  the  trip.  This  office  he  held  for  two  terms. 
Later  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  but  did  not  accept  the  office.  For  a  number 
of  years  after  this  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  he  bought  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  a  considerable  portion  of  which  stands  the 
city  of  Valparaiso.  Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  Porter  County,  was 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  same,  and  was  recognized  by 
all  as  one  of  its  representative  citizens.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  Sons  of  Temperance.  His  death  occurred  in  1876.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  Parkinson,  a  daughter  of  Gibson  and  Mary  (Rogers) 
Parkinson,  the  father  a  native  of  England  and  the  mother  of  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkinson  came  through  in  wagons  to  Lake  County,  Indiana,  in 
1836,  and  the  father  entered  a  tract  of  land  on  the  prairie.  In  a  small  one- 
roomed  cabin,  covered  with  clapboards,  this  worthy  couple  began  their  career 
as  pioneers,  and  remained  on  this  farm  for  many  years.  Later  they  removed 
to  LaPorte  County,  and  located  at  Door  Village,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Mrs.  Campbell's  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  bad  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  two  of  whom  now  survive.  Mrs. 
Campbell,  who  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son-in-law,  Col.  A.  E.  Woodhull, 
and  Lewis  Parkinson,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Campbell  was  largely  instrumental  in 
securing  the  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  R.  R.  through  Valparaiso, 
donating  the  right  of  way  and  the  depot  site  both  here  and  at  Wheeler.  He 
was  a  liberal  donor  to  all  churches  and  schools,  and  his  name  is  honored 
throughout  the  community. 
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MRS.  JULIA  E.  WORK. 

This  distinguished  lady  who  is  superintendent  of  the  Northern  Indiana 
Orphan  Home,  at  LaPorte,  is  a  worthy  example  of  this  progressive  age  and  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  "weaker  sex"  when  opportunity  is  afforded. 
She  possesses  those  attributes  necessary  for  her  position,  for  she  is  naturally 
kind  hearted  and  sympatlietic,and  her  native  intelligence  and  enterprise  are  well 
known.  The  Northern  Indiana  Orphans'  Home  is  a  private  institution,  whose 
object  is  to  take  orphans  from  various  counties  and  place  them  in  homes  of 
private  families.  Some  time  ago  sixteen  gentlemen  saw  an  opportunity  to 
buy  the  Walker  mansion,  located  on  over  ten  acres  of  ground,  delightfully 
situated,  for  §8,000.  These  sixteen  men  organized  themselves  into  a  company, 
and  each  took  a  share  of  $500  aud  bought  the  property.  Then  the  Northern 
Indiana  Orphans'  Home  was  organized,  with  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Work  as  superin- 
tendent, and  the  following  executive  board:  Hon.  E.  H.  Scott,  president;  Dr. 
George  M.  Dakin,  vice-president;  Miss  Mary  Etherington,  2d  vice-president; 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Morrison,  treasurer;  George  C.  Borland,  secretary.  Under  aeon- 
tract,  the  company  that  owns  the  property  rents  it  to  Mrs.  Work  direct,  for 
an  annual  rental  fee  of  $480,  or  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  investment.  Mrs. 
Work  gets  the  entire  receipts  of  the  Home,  and  pays  the  bills,  and  gets  na 
salary.  Hence,  whatever  profit  tliere  is  in  the  business  belongs  and  goes  to 
the  private  account  of  Mrs.  Work.  Like  any  other  business,  the  larger  it 
grows  the  more  there  is  in  it.  The  Northern  Indiana  Orphans'  Home  was 
opened  for  business  on  the  7th  of  March,  1891,  and  to  this  date  (1893) 
has  received  and  disposed  of  229  children,  146  of  whom  have  been  placed 
in  permanent  homes.  It  has  contracts  at  present  with  twelve  counties. 
The  method  of  contracting  with  counties  varies.  Some  counties  pay  a  per 
diem  of  thirty-five  cents  for  a  period,  and  transportation,  and  othei's  pay  a 
direct  fee  of  $35  for  each  child,  and  transportation  to  the  Home.  Both 
methods  amount  to  practically  the  same  thing.  The  books  of  the  institu- 
tion show  that  no  child  is  kept  in  the  institution  longer  than  three  months, 
except  where  specially  ordered  and  paid  for;  and  in  a  number  of  instances  the 
child  has  been  taken  directly  from  the  country  to  its  future  home.  Generally  the 
stay  of  each  child  is  about  two  weeks.  Under  the  contracts  with  some  coun- 
ties all  orphan  charges  are  turned  over,  while  with  others  only  sound-bodied 
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charges  are  taken.  In  cases  where  feeble  -  minded  children  are  received, 
they  are  paid  for  by  the  counties  sending  them,  and  then  sent  to  the  State 
institutions.  Homes  for  orphans  from  this  institution  are  found  principally 
in  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  by  agents  acting  for  Mrs.  Work. 
These  agencies  find  homes  for  children  and  draw  on  Mrs.  Work  to  fill  the 
orders,  and  are  paid  a  regular  commission  for  their  services.  The  majority 
of  the  children  are  under  five  years  of  age,  and  with  the  liberality  extended 
Mrs.  Work,  transportation  bills  do  not  cut  a  very  large  figure.  Parents 
have  to  sign  a  regular  form  when  turning  over  their  children,  and  the 
family  receiving  a  child  sign  an  agreement  and  furnish  recommendation 
signed  by  three  responsible  citizens.  Mrs.  Work  says  she  conducts  the 
"Home"  upon  the  theory  that  for  every  homeless  child  there  is  somewhere 
a  childless  home,  and  that  home  life  is  far  better  for  a  child  than  life  in 
an  asylum.  In  the  cases  of  illegitimate  children  the  curse  of  its  parentage 
is  lost  among  strangers,  and  the  opportunity  given  for  the  child  to  grow 
up  a  useful    and    respected  citizen;  whereas,   if    it  was  forced  to  grow   up 

where  it  was  born,  it  could  not  rise  above  its  disgrace.     In  October, , 

thirty  infants  fi-om  New  York  were  placed  iu  homes  in  Rochester,  this 
State,  for  the  same  reason  that  Indiana  children  are  sent  to  Iowa,  Kansas, 
and  Nebraska,  and  for  the  same  reason,  she  claims,  Iowa  orphans  would  do 
better  in  Indiana  homes.  The  Home  is  a  model  in  all  respects.  The  build- 
ing is  large,  roomy,  nicely  furnished  inside,  and  has  splendid  accommoda- 
tions for  children.  The  meals  are  good  and  wholesome,  the  beds  are  clean, 
and  the  sleeping  apartments  and  sanitary  arrangements  all  that  could  be 
asked.  A  short  distance  from  the  Home,  and  on  the  grounds,  the  township 
trustee  has  had  a  splendid  school  house  built,  which  is  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  township,  and  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  orphan  chil- 
dren. A  hospital,  formerly  an  old  school  building,  is  on  the  grounds,  and 
is  used  in  isolating  patients  having  contagious  diseases.  The  Northern 
Indiana  Orphans'  Home  is  not  a  charitable  institution  in  the  sense  of  the 
word,  but  instead,  a  private  concern,  operated  as  private  schools  and  similar 
concerns  are.  Like  the  Valparaiso  Normal  School,  it  is  doing  good  work,  but 
conducted  on  the  same  plan.  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Work  was  born  at  Plymouth,  In- 
diana, November  12,  1845,  and  it  was  her  lot  to  come  into  this  busy  world  at 
a  time  and  under  circumstances  calculated  not  only  to  develop  the  best  that 
was  in  her,  but  to  so  combine  or  unite  the  elements  of  her  character  as  to 
form  a  symmetrical  whole,  self-reliant,  broad-gauged,  kind-hearted,  and   with 
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all  the  elements  of  mind  and  heart  to  make  a  representative  woman.  In  the 
year  1879  she  removed  from  Plymouth  to  Mishawaka,  St.  Joseph  County,  In- 
diana, and  organized  the  St.  Joseph  County  Orphans'  Home.  In  1889  the 
name  of  the  organization  was  changed  to  "The  Children's  Aid  Society,"  and 
Mrs.  Work  continued  as  general  secretary  of  the  same  until  March,  1891, 
when  a  similar  organization  was  established  at  La  Porte  at  the  instigation  of 
Hon.  E.  H.  Scott,  George  Dorland  and  others.  Mrs.  Work  assumed  the  super- 
intendency,  which  she  still  successfully  holds.  She  is  assisted  by  her  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Blanche,  who  acts  as  housekeeper. 


'••••• 


HON.  RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON. 

Hon.  Richard  W.  Thompson  was  a  native  of  Culpepper  County,  Virginia, 
born  in  June,  1809,  and  was  descended  from  one  of  "  the  first  families  of  Vir- 
ginia." When  twenty-two  years  old  he  emigrated  to  Indiana,  taught  a  pri- 
vate school  at  Bedford,  and  later,  opened  the  Lawrence  County  Seminary. 
Subsequently  he  read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1834,  and  the  same 
year  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1838.  In  1839 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  during  his  career  as  a  State  legislator 
not  only  displayed  great  ability  and  foresight,  but  was  instrumental  in  effect- 
ing very  important  legislation.  Uj)on  the  resignation  of  Lieut.-Gov.  Wallace, 
Mr.  Thompson  was  president  of  the  Senate  pi'o  iempore,  and  held  the  office 
of  acting  governor  during  the  administration  of  Hon.  Noah  Noble.  As  a 
Whig,  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  Congress  in  1841  from  the  Second 
district,  and,  declining  a  renomination,  moved  to  Terre  Haute  in  1843,  where 
for  nearly  a  half  a  century  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  In  1847 
he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Whig  party,  and,  accepting  the 
nomination,  was  re-elected  and  became  a  national  character  because  of  liis 
prominence  in  legislative  matters.  Although  tendered  the  Austrian  mission 
by  Pres.  Taylor  in  1849,  he  declined  the  appointment,  preferring  to  remain  in 
his  native  country.  During  the  war  of  the  Eebellion  he  rendered  the  Union 
active  and  valuable  services,  was  commandant  of  Camp  Dick  Thompson,  near 
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Terre  Haute,  and  also  served  as  provost  marshal  of  the  district.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  judge  of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  District,  but  declined  the  candi- 
dature of  a  second  term.  For  a  number  of  years  he  lived  in  retirement, 
steadily  refusing  political  preferment,  and  turning  his  attention  to  literary 
and  educational  pursuits,  his  large  and  valuable  library  affording  him  an 
ample  field  for  study.  In  March,  1877,  President  Hayes  appointed  him  to 
his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  so  ably  did  he  fill  the  duties  of  that 
position  that  he  brought  order  out  of  chaos,  simplified  the  duties  of  his  sub- 
ordinates, dismissed  unnecessary  employes,  established  his  department  on  a 
sound  basis  and  saved  several  million  dollars  to  the  Government  that  had 
previously  been  frittered  away.  Mr.  Thompson  is  one  of  the  men  whose  name 
bears  an  imperishable  imprint  on  the  page  of  Indiana  history.  He  is  now  in 
his  eighty-fifth  year,  hale  and  hearty;  he  has  been  a  participant  in  sixteen 
presidential  campaigns,  and  on  September  3,  1893,  made  one  of  the  ablest 
political  speeches  of  his  life,  comprising  six  columns  of  newspaper  print. 


>•••< 


ALEXANDER  G.  SCHLIEKER. 

From  the  very  earliest  ages  the  art  of  preparing  the  compounds  that 
arrest  pain  and  heal  the  sick  has  been  regarded  as  among  the  highest  of  human 
functions,  and  thus  it  is  that  so  much  interest  and  importance  attach  to  the 
calling  of  the  druggist  in  our  own  day.  Among  the  leading  and  most  relia- 
ble members  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession  is  A.  G.  Schlieker,  who  has  had 
a  great  deal  of  experience  in  that  line  of  work.  He  was  born  in  Clifton,  Wis- 
consin, April  24, 1868,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  (Oberkircher)  Schlieker,  who 
were  born  in  Germany  and  the  city  of  New  York  respectively,  the  latter  being 
of  French  descent.  While  still  a  bachelor,  Henry  Schlieker  came  to  the 
United  States  and  was  married  in  Milwaukee,  his  death  occurring  in  the  state 
of  Michigan.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  four  children:  Henry,  Alice, 
Alexander  G.,  and  Clarence.  Alexander  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  in  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  attending  the  public  schools  of  each 
state.     When  twelve  years  of  age  he  was  employed  as   a  clerk    in   a   drug 
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store  at  Meuomiuee,  Michigan,  for  two  years,  after  whicli  be  traveled  for  several 
years  as  a  drug  clerk,  not  being  located  for  any  great  length  of  time  at  one 
point.  During  this  time  he  acquired  a  wide  experience  and  became  familiar 
with  the  details  of  this  line  of  work.  In  February,  1890,  he  located  in  East 
Chicago  where  he  purchased  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Gray,  and  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  conducting  a  well-appointed  establishment  at  East 
Chicago.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town,  April  1,  1891,  when 
it  was  a  fourth-class  office,  but  it  has  now  been  raised  to  a  third-class  office. 
He  has  one  of  the  most  complete  and  best-stocked  drug  stores  in  the  city, 
located  in  the  Opera  House  block,  and  his  patronage  is  among  the  elite 
of  the  city.  He  has  in  his  establishment  a  long-distance  telephone  and 
various  other  conveniences  to  further  his  business.  Mr.  Schlieker  was  here 
but  one  year  before  securing  his  appointment  as  postmaster.  He  is  yet  a 
young  man,  but  has  attained  considerable  prominence,  both  in  social  and 
political  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  K.  of  P., 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican Club  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party.  All 
his  worldly  possessions  have  been  acquired  through  that  piish  and 
determination  necessary  to  success  in  any  calling  and  he  has  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  all  he  has  has  been  honestly  earned.  He  is  as  yet  un- 
married. 


PROP.  WILLIAM   H.  BANTA. 

The  rapid  advancement  made  of  late  years  in  matters  pertaining  to  pop- 
ular education  is  due  in  no  small  part  to  the  brilliant  leaders  who  have 
risen  here  and  there,  and  who  have  dedicated  their  energies  and  labors  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  school  interests  of  their  respective  states.  Among  these  is 
Prof.  William  H.  Banta,  the  most  efficient  and  capable  superintendent  of 
public  schools  of  Valparaiso.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  September  13,  1816,  to 
the  marriage  of  James  D.  Banta  and  Emily  Crisler,  both  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  state,  the  father  born  in  Lebanon,  and  the  mother  in  Preble,  County. 
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On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestors  came  from  Holland,  crossing  the  waters  to 
this  country  as  early  as  1659,  and  settling  in  the  Empire  state.  They  came 
over  in  the  ship  "DeTroye,"  and  the  paternal  great  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Eevolutionary  war.  Through  his  records  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Prof.  W. 
H.  Banta  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  only 
member  of  this  organization  in  Valparaiso.  His  ancestors  moved  from  New 
York  to  New  Jersey,  and  thence  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Miami  Valley.  Henry 
Banta,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Miami  Valley,  Ohio,  and 
after  reaching  mature  years  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  was  a 
pioneer  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native  state.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Crisler,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  an  early  settler  in 
Southwest,  Ohio.  He  was  a  slave  owner  while  residing  in  his  native  state. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  often  boasted  that  the  only  victory 
he  attained  in  the  war  was  to  throw  down  the  strongest  man  in  the  army. 
He  was  also  a  farmer  and  died  in  southern  Indiana.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, James  D.  Banta,  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  but  afterwards 
became  a  merchant.  He  removed  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  and  settled  in 
Kokomo,  where  his  death  occurred  in  August,  1873.  The  mother  is  still  living 
and  resides  in  Kokomo.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple: 
Prof.  William  H. ;  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Conwell,  of  Kokomo;  Mabel, 
■wife  of  E.  S.  Hackett,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Kokomo;  A.  C,  con- 
tractor of  Kokomo,  and  Lyda,  wife  of  L.  C.  Sellers,  furniture  dealer  of 
Kokomo.  The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  for  the  most  part 
in  Indiana  on  a  farm,  and  his  early  education  was  received  in  the  district 
school  of  his  neighborhood.  Later  he  attended  the  Normal  school  at 
Kokomo,  and  still  later  took  his  college  studies  under  a  private  instructor.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Male  and  Female  College  of  Valpa- 
raiso, but  resigned  this  position  in  1871  and  was  elected  superintendent  of 
Valparaiso  schools,  a  position  he  has  now  held  for  twenty-two  years.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  has  never  made  a  formal  application  for  re-election.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  known  educators  in  northern  Indiana,  and  his  career  has 
been  characterized  by  an  untiring  energy  and  devotion  to  the  work  he  has 
had  in  hand.  When  starting  out  he  taught  school  in  the  rural  districts  for 
some  time,  and  was  then  engaged  as  first  assistant  teacher  in  the  Rochester 
public  schools,  being  elected  principal  of  the  same  without  having  made 
an  application.  This  office  he  filled  until  1870,  March  28th,  when  he  came 
to  Valparaiso  and  began  his  duties  as  a  teacher  of  mathemathics  and  natural 
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science  in  the  Valparaiso  M.  &  F.  college.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1871, 
he  was  elected  to  his  present  position.  Prof.  Banta  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders,  and  in  politics  is  a  Kepublicau.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  On  the  20th  of  December,  1870,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Rhoda  Bates  of  Valparaiso,  who  was  born  March  4,  1846,  and  who 
was  noted  for  her  scholarly  attainments.  She  died  December  11,  1885.  Three 
children  were  given  them  but  only  one,  Mabel,  is  now  living.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school,  has  a  diploma  from  Normal  school,  and  has 
been  a  student  of  De  Pauw  University.  She  was  born  January  20,  1874,  and 
is  a  very  bright,  intelligent  young  lady.  Alice,  born  February  25,  1880,  died 
April  8,  1892;  and  William  H.,-born  November  28,  1882,  died  May  5,  1891. 
Prof.  Banta  selected  his  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Leas,  of 
Chicago,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  December  27,  1887.  They  have  one 
child,  Catherine,  whose  birth  occurred  December  28, 1893.  Prof.  Banta  isa  mem- 
ber of  the  Holland  Society  of  New  York,  for  he  is  the  descendant  of  a 
Dutchman  who  resided  in  New  Amsterdam. 


-••••' 


JOHN   H.  HARDING. 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  Tndiana,  who  left  homes  of  comfort  in  the  East,  to 
brave  the  perils  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  in  the  great  West;  who  felled 
the  forest  and  laid  the  foundations  of  plenty,  which  the  present  generation 
enjoy,  but  few  are  remaining. 

Among  the  settlers  of  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  John 
Harding,  born  in  Luzerene  County,  Pennsylvania,  1807,  son  of  Amos  Harding. 
When  quite  young  the  family  moved  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
mariied  in  1830  to  Miss  Elvira  Dunham.  There  was  born  to  them  a  family  of 
ten  children.  Four  sons  and  two  daughters  survive.  Four  sons  served  in  the 
late  war ;  one,  Solomon,  fell  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga. 

He  came  to  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of  1834,  and  purchased 
a  farm  of  the  government  at  the  time  of  the  land  sale  near  Union  Mills, 
where  he  remained  till  1848  when  he  purchased  a  farm  three  miles  north  of 
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La  Porte  city.  His  oceupation  was  wheelwright  and  farming.  Was  active  in 
his  support  of  all  worthy  movements;  never  having  a  law  suit,  preferring  to 
lose  rather  than  have  trouble.  He  died  April  12,  1884.  His  wife  still  lives, 
ie  eighty-two  years  old,  and  well,  and  still  enjoys  many  pleasures  of  life. 


-•  ••• ' 


GOV.  JAMES   D.  WILLIAMS. 

Gov.  James  D.  Williams,  or  more  popularly  known  as  "  Blue-Jeans" 
Williams,  represented  the  old  type  of  the  true  gentleman.  He  was  not  gifted 
with  the  polish  that  comes  of  a  finished  education,  or  that  is  usual  in  the  case 
of  public  men.  A  Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  school  in  all  that  the  term 
implies,  a  man  of  remarkable  force  of  character,  simple  and  unostentatious  in 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men,  honest  as  the  day  was  long,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  "  Blue-Jeans"  Williams  obtained  a  strong  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
masses.  He  was  born  January  16,  1808,  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Knox  County,  Indiana,  when  ten  years  old,  was  reared  to 
hard  work  on  the  home  farm,  and  was  taught  to  believe  that  it  was  far  better 
to  be  able  to  boast  of  his  skill  in  plowing,  clearing,  splitting  rails,  swinging 
the  cradle  and  the  like,  than  it  was  to  boast  of  his  education.  As  a  conse- 
quence his  schooling  was  of  a  very  meager  character ;  but  what  he  lacked  in 
this  respect  was  modified  to  a  considerable  extent  by  desultor)'  readings,  and 
in  his  intercourse  with  men  of  learning.  When  twenty  years  old  his  father 
died,  and  the  care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  him,  and  three  years  later 
occurred  his  marriage  with  Nancy  Hxiffman.  When  thirty-one  years  of  age  he 
began  his  public  career  by  becoming  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but  in  1843 
resigned  and  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  From  1843  to  1874  Mr. 
Williams  was  almost  continually  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  either  as  Rep- 
resentative or  Senator.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  was  elected  to  represent 
his  district  in  Congress,  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  accounts  of 
the  House,  and  while  not  making  a  brilliant  record  in  his  one  term  as  Con- 
gressman, he  gave  a  thoroughly  able  and  honest  representation.  In  1876, 
much  to  his  surprise,  he  became  the  nominee  of  the  Democracy  o£  the  State 
for  the  Governorship  of  Indiana.     It  was  in  this  campaign  that  his  opponents 
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made  sport  of  his  homespun  clothes  aud  plain  appearance,  and  obtained  for 
him  the  sohri'quef  of  "Blue-Jeans."  It  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  cam- 
paigns in  this  most  remarkable  country,  and  is  comparable  to  the  "  Tippe- 
canoe aud  Tyler  too,"  and  the  Lincoln-Douglas  elections.  Mr.  Williams  was 
elected  by  over  five  thousand  votes  over  Geu.  Benjamin  Harrison,  afterwards 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  served  four  years.     He  died. 


'  •••< 


LUCIUS  T.  HARDING, 

Second  sou  of  John  H.  and  Elvira  Harding  was  born  January  29,  1834,  near 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  His  parents  moved  to  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  in  the 
spring  of  1834.  Thus  he  became  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  county. 
The  Pottawatomie  Indians  being  located  near  by,  he  remembers  some  of  his 
playfellows  as  young  savages.  His  first  school  days  were  spent  in  a  log 
school  house.  During  boyhood,  when  choosing  a  life  occupation,  he  entered 
the  ofiice  of  a  physician,  but  soon  decided  he  would  rathei*  enjoy  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  agricultural  life  to  that  of  the  medical  profession. 

He  was  married  February  16,  1852,  to  Miss  Sara  Baker,  a  native  of 
Lebanon,  Pennsylvania.  Twelve  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  ten  of 
whom  are  living,  five  of  which  are  sons.  William  Edgar,  the  eldest,  is  a 
mechanic ;  John  H.,  an  electrician;  Elmer  and  Hugh,  dredgemen;  Chauucej',  the 
youngest,  studying  mechanics  at  Perdue  University.  The  three  eldest  daughters, 
Eose,  Ella  and  Minnie,  have  married.  Edith  is  studying  medicine  in  the 
Cleveland  University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Lyndia 
is  completing  her  studies  in  the  English  course  at  the  public  school,  near 
home.  Mr.  Harding's  chief  occupation  was  agriculture.  In  1867,  he  purchased, 
the  farm  of  200  acres  on  the  north  bank  of  Pine  lake,  2^  miles  north-east  of 
La  Porte  City,  where  he  still  resides. 

He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  stock  raising — was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  member  of  the  Door  Prairie  Live  Stock  Association,  during  which 
time  he  made  two  trips  to  the  British  Isles,  to  select  stock  for  the  company 
as  well  as  for  himself.  He  has  now  in  his  possession  several  fine  English 
draft  aud  coach  horses,  also  a  fine  flock  of  thoroughbred  Shropshire  sheep. 
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Advancemeut  and  improvemeut  were  bis  motto,  consequeutly  liis  farm  is 
furuislied  with  the  latest  of  modern  inventions  in  implements  and  con- 
Teniences. 

His  taste  for  beauty  tempted  him  to  pui'chase  a  herd  of  Jerseys,  by 
which,  for  some  years  he  ran  a  butter  dairy,  shipping  to  Chicago  and  Pitts- 
burg. Following  this  he  supplied  La  Porte  with  milk  for  several  years,  from 
a  dairy  of  seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  of  Holstine,  Ashire  and  Jersey. 

He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  La  Porte. 
Socially,  he  was  a  granger,  and  promiueut  in  the  County  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion. Some  years  ago  he  retired  from  active  business,  but  is  still  interested 
with  his  sons  in  all  kinds  of  earth  excavations  that  can  be  done  with  "steam 
dredges,  shovels  and  centrifugal  pumps." 

In  September,  1887,  he  laid  out  into  lots  the  portion  of  farm  which 
borders  the  lake  and  registered  it  Camp  Harding.  It,  with  what  has  been 
added,  is  now  known  as  the  Pine  Lake  Assembly  Grounds — a  pleasant  sum- 
mer home  for  families;  visited  every  summer  by  many  from  Chicago,  Indian- 
apolis and  surrounding  cities.  This  resort  being  his  old  home,  it  is  his  desire 
and  interest  to  see  it  become  a  success  as  a  resting  place  for  those  weary  of  city 
life.  He  has  on  the  lake  two  passenger  steamers  which  ply  the  waters  to  and 
from  the  city  during  the  summer  months,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

Though  business  has  carried  him  on  many  long  journeys,  and  mixed  him 
up  generally  with  the  world,  he  has  always  held  a  deeper  and  fonder  interest 
in  "  home."  His  home  has  been  a  typical  one.  A  family  of  which  he  is 
proud,  greets  him  on  each  of  the  many  reunion  days  at  the  old  farm  residence 
located  near  the  lake,  known  as  "Lake  Yiew  Place." 


>  •  •  •  < 


HON.  MARK  L.  DE  MOTTE. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  describe  a  man  of  unusual  personal  merit,  the  posses- 
sor of  a  combination  of  gifts  so  rare,  so  varied  and  so  comprehensive  that 
happiness  and  success  in  business  were  bound  to  follow  the  application  of  his 
qualities  to  the  solution  of  almost  any  problem.  Some  men  were  not  made  to 
plod  or  to  crawl,  and  Mark  L.  DeMotte  is  one  of  them.     His  diversified  talents 


96  PICTORIAL  AND 

i-endered  it  easy  for  him  to  select  a  congenial  pursuit,  and  his  perception  and 
intelligence  guaranteed  that  success  would  reward  effort.  Mr.  DeMotte,  the  ex- 
congressman  from  the  Tenth  Congressional  Disti-ict  and  ex-postmaster  of  Val- 
paraiso, was  born  near  Eockville,  Parke  County,  Indiana,  December  28,  1832. 
His  father  was  of  French  and  his  mother  of  Dutch  origin,  the  former  being  a 
native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  The  father,  Rev.  Daniel 
DeMotte,  was  a  pioneer  Methodist  minister  who  began  his  labor  in  the  good 
cause  in  Indiana  about  1830,  and  continued  the  work  until  his  death  in  1875. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  was  possessed  of  indomitable 
energy.  To  his  marriage  were  born  eight  children,  six  of  whom  still  survive. 
The  subject  of  this  brief  memoir  received  a  classical  education  in  Indiana, 
Asbury  (nowDepauw)  University,  of  Greencastle,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1853,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.B.  Immediately  afterwards  he  began  the 
study  of  law,  and  in  1855  graduated  at  the  law-school  of  the  same  University 
with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  The  same  year  he  opened  an  office  for  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  where  he  immediately  took  high 
rank  among  his  professional  brethren.  In  1856  he  was  elected,  as  a  Repub- 
lican, prosecuting  attorney  for  the  judical  circuit  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Lake,  Porter,  LaPorte,  St.  Joseph,  Marshall  and  Starke.  Early  in  1861  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  Senior  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
Fourth  Indiana  Battery,  and  continued  with  his  command  until  April,  1862, 
when  he  resigned  and  accepted  a  commission  as  Captain  and  Assistant  Quar- 
termaster, being  assigned  to  duty  with  General  Fremont  in  West  Virginia. 
He  remained  with  that  command  until  the  campaign  of  1862  had  practically 
ended  with  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  Antietam,  and  was  then 
ordered  to  West  Virginia  with  Major  General  Milroy.  He  remained 
with  this  division  iTutil  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  The  remainder  of 
his  service  was  on  post  duty  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  In  August, 
1865  he  removed  to  Lexington,  Missouri,  and  entered  iipou  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  In  1869  he  became  the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Lexington 
Regisier,  a  Repxiblican  paper,  which  under  his  management  attained  a  very 
high  standing  for  ability  and  influence.  It  was  the  leading  journal  of  the 
Eleventh  Congressional  District,  then  as  now  the  heaviest  Democratic  district 
in  the  state.  In  1872  Mr.  DeMotte  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of 
that  district  as  their  candidate  for  Congress,  and  made  a  vigorous  campaign 
without  hope  for  election  of  course,  but  succeeded  in  making  a  big  reduction 
in  the  Democratic  majority.     In  1876  he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress, 
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"but  witb  a  like  result.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Cou- 
Teutiou  which  met  in  Chicago  in  1868,  on  the  day  prior  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  of  that  year  which  nominated  Grant  and  Colfax.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  National  Eepublican  Convention  which  met  at  Cin- 
cinnati in  1876.  The  following  year  Mr.  DeMotte  returned  to  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  his  old  home,  and  again  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  November, 
1879,  he  founded  the  department  of  law  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
College  of  Valparaiso,  to  which  he  has  since  given  most  of  his  attention,  and 
which  institution  has  grown  to  be  the  largest  and  best  law-school  in  the  State, 
having  now  an  enrollment  of  over  a  hundred  students.  In  18S0,  at  the 
Eepublican  Convention  held  at  Logansport  June  22,  Mr.  DeMotte  was  nomi- 
nated to  represent  the  Tenth  District  in  Congress,  and  was  elected  to  the 
Porty-seventh  Congress  against  J.  N.  Skinner,  who  received  the  nomination 
fi-om  National  Greenback,  Labor  and  Democratic  parties.  In  1882  he  was 
again  nominated,  but  defeated  with  the  balance  of  the  ticket.  Mr.  DeMotte 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1886,  and  served  on  several  committees  of 
importance.  He  was  a  hard  worker  in  the  effort  to  remove  the  obstruction  in 
Kankakee  Eiver  at  Momence,  Illinois.  During  President  Harrison's  admin- 
istration he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Valparaiso,  and  his  commission 
expired  in  March,  1894.  He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Christy, 
who  died  on  March  20,  1890.  By  this  union  two  daughters  were  born,  Mary, 
wife  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Wilson,  presiding  elder  of  the  M.  E.  Conference;  and 
Louise,  wife  of  Lawrence  Letherman,  postoffice  inspector.  Ou  the  12th  of 
January,  1893,  Mr.  DeMotte  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Stevens.  He  is  a 
Mason  aii,d  Past  Grand  Regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 
Our  subject  is  a  positive  man  and  a  fluent,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker. 
He  possesses  intellect  of  a  high  order,  has  labored  earnestly  for  the  good  ot 
his  section,  and  is  public  spirited  and  enterprising. 


'  •••< 


KEY.   HENRY  M.  PLASTER. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  world  more  beautiful  than  the  spectacle  of  a 
life  rich  in  the  harvest  of  good  and  unselfish  deeds  on  behalf  of  humanity. 
The  man  who  has  lived  for  others  and  has  brought  into  potential  exercise  the 
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best  energies  of  his  mind  that  he  might  make  the  world  brighter  and  better 
from  his  being  a  part  of  it,  can  not  fail  to  enjoy  a  serenity  of  soul  that 
reveals  itself  in  his  walk  and  conversation.  When  such  a  life  is  preserved  in 
its  strength  and  energy  so  that  even  in  age  its  work  continues  unabated,  it 
challenges  the  added  admiration  of  those  whose  good  fortune  it  is  to  be 
brought  into  contact  with  it.  The  life  of  Rev.  Henry  M.  Plaster  has  been 
one  of  great  activity  in  the  vineyard  of  his  Master,  and  as  he  is  but  yet  in  the 
zenith  of  his  career,  his  future  is  bright  with  promise. 

He  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  March  31,  1853,  a  son  of  Bernard  and 
Catherine  (Smitz)  Plaster,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country 
about  1845  and  first  located  at  Milwaukee,  then  at  Dubuque,  in  1851.  The 
father  was  a  wagon  manufacturer,  a  calling  he  had  learned  in  his  native  land, 
and  this  occupation  carried  on  both  in  Milwaukee  and  Dubuque.  He  died  at 
Covington,  Indiana,  in  1885,  and  his  widow  who  survives  him  makes  her  home 
with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Of  eight  children  born  to  them,  four  are 
now  living:  Henrietta,  wife  of  Henry  Hitteumiller,  of  Iowa;  Rev.  Henry  M. ; 
Louisa,  wife  of  John  Feuerstein,  a  merchant_^of  Attica,  Indiana;  and  Joseph, 
a  druggist  of  Danville,  Illinois.  In  the  city  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Henry  M. 
Plaster  was  reared,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place.  He  then  entered  tlie  Milwaukee  Seminary,  and  graduated  in 
the  classical  course  in  1875.  He  then  pursued  a  course  of  Philosophy  and 
Theology  in  St.  John's  University,  of  Minnesota,  graduating  in  1879,  after 
which  he  was  ordained  December  17,  1879,  by  Bishop  Dwenger,  after  which 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  church  at  Attica,  Indiana,  with  the  surround- 
incr  missions,  and  remained  there,  doing  good  service  for  six  years.  In  1885 
he  was  transferred  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  where  he  succeeded  Father  Baum- 
gartner,  who  had  just  started  in  the  mission  when  he  was  taken  ill  and  died 
in  May  of  that  year.  Father  Plaster  has  labored  hard  and  earnestly  in  the 
cause  here,  and  his  first  work  was  to  start  the  parochial  school  here  with  about 
thirty  scholars  and  which  now  numbers  over  three  hundred  pupils.  He 
erected  a  school-house  at  a  cost  of  $600,  but  the  rapid  Increase  in  its  attend- 
ance necessitated  the  building  of  a  larger  structure  which  was  done  in  1888 
at  a  cost  of  815,000,  and  of  this  establishment  Father  Plaster  is  the  principal. 
In  this  institution  they  teach  all  the  common  branches,  besides  bookkeeping, 
stenography,  painting,  music  and  drawing.  This  biiilding  is  also  used  for 
church  purposes  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  eight  hundred.  The 
church  has    a  membership  of  about  three  hundred  families,  which  member- 
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ship  has  been  built  ixp  by  the  eaiuest  and  persistent  efforts  of  Father  Plaster. 
Nine  teachers  are  employed  iu  the  school  who  are  Sisters  of  the  Province  of 
St.  Mary's  of  the  Woods,  near  Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  Father  Plaster,  though 
young  in  years  still,  is  a  fine  and  polished  speaker  and  at  all  times  holds  the 
attention  of  his  hearers. 

All  his  time  is  devoted  to  his  school  and  church  work  and  from  his 
church  hei-e  (St.  Joseph's)  St.  Cassimere  and  St.  Andrews  sprung.  In  1893 
Father  Piaster  purchased  the  Greenwood  Cemetery  on  which  he  has  made 
some  very  extensive  improvements  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
resting  places  of  the  death  in  the  county.  He  has  iu  contemplation  a  new 
and  grand  church  edifice  and  it  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped  that  his  expect- 
ations will  be  realized. 


-••••' 


HON.  C,  J.  KERN.. 

There  is  an  obscurity  in  the  game  of  life  that,  to  the  robust  mind,  is 
always  attractive.  The  important  uncertainty  of  the  final  outcome,  its  value 
to  all,  serves  as  an  incentive  to  great  deeds.  To  push  forward  and  win  the 
battle  is  the  one  common  impulse  and  ambition  of  humanity.  But  in  this  vast 
concourse  of  struggling  warriors,  the  number  who  achieve  success  is  compar- 
atively small,  and  iu  the  majority  of  instances  is  confined  to  those  who  by 
reason  of  family  inheritance  and  extended  learning,  have  a  far  better  start 
than  their  fellows.  Without  these  qualifications  success  is  rarely  attained, 
but  when  it  is,  the  fortunate  being  is  invariably  the  possessor  of  an  indomit- 
able will,  untiring  energy  and  an  unusual  amount  of  native  shrewdness  and 
ability.  Such  a  man  is  Hon.  C.  J.  Keru,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  born  iu  Union  County,  Maj^  25,  1850,  he  is  the  son  of 
John  S.  and  Catharine  (Tittle)  Kern,  also  natives  of  that  State.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Kern,  came  from  Holland  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day,  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Vii-giuia,  where  he 
passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life.  Some  of  his  descendants  were  soldiers 
iu  the  early  wars.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
tilled  the  soil  in  his  native  State  until  1861,   when   he  moved  to  Michigan. 
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Aside  from  farming  iu  his  native  State  he  was  a  maniifacturer  of  pig  iron, 
owning  and  operating  a  blast  furnace.  This  be  rented  out  to  a  man  who  car- 
ried it  on  for  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Kern  never  looked  at  the 
books,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  found  that  he  had  been  cheated  out  of 
$80,000.  He  had  but  about  $600  left  and  a  large  family  to  provide  for.  As 
before  stated,  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1861,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  moved  to  Jas- 
per County,  Indiana,  where  his  death  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1865.  After  leav- 
ing his  native  State  Mr.  Kern  followed  farming  until  his  death.  The  widow  is 
still  living  and  resides  at  Logansport,  Indiana.  Although  eighty  years  of  age, 
time  has  dealt  leniently  with  her  and  she  is  comparatively  strong  and  active. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  only  five  are  now  living: 
Jane,  wife  of  Alexander  Robinson ;  Ammon,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana ;  Eliza, 
wife  of  Elmer  McCrea ;  Adam,  of  Napanee,  Indiana;  and  C.  J.,  our  subject. 
The  ones  deceased  were:  William,  who  was  with  Gen.  Hancock  iu  the  Civil 
War,  was  captain  of  his  company;  Stephen,  Sabiua,  Lillie,  John  and  Robson. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm  and  guided  by  his 
father's  advice  he  has  made  a  success  of  life.  When  he  grew  to  be  seventeen 
years  of  age,  cabbages  and  turnips  and  heavy-weight  stock  lost  their  glamor,  and 
the  boy  left  the  farm  for  good.  The  western  fever  was  rife  iu  young  Kern,  and 
he,  with  his  seventeen  years  of  vigorous  life,  had  a  bad  attack.  As  a  result  he 
took  a  bee-line  for  the  Hoosier  State,  settled  in  Ligonier,  and  entered  the  Banner 
office  as  a  planter's  "devil"  under  John  B.  Stoll,  receiving  as  compensation 
$4  per  month.  After  acting  iu  this  capacity  for  nine  months  he  received  an 
offer  of  $25  per  month  and  board  on  a  paper  in  Coldwater,  Michigan,  and 
not  informing  Mr.  Stoll  of  his  intention,  he  left  in  the  night  and  made  his 
way  to  that  city.  Two  mouths  later  he  became  convinced  that  death  by  starv- 
ation was  not  a  desirable  end,  for  he  was  obliged  to  eat  the  crumbs  left  from 
his  employer's  table,  and  he  gave  up  his  position.  Later  he  entered  a  store  as 
clerk  for  $8  per  month  and  board,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  became  an 
expert  salesman.  Getting  a  clear  insight  into  the  business,  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm,  ordered  a  stock  of  goods  from  Toledo,  and  started  out  as  a  jieddler 
with  a  balky  horse  and  a  rope  harness.  This  biisiness  he  continued  success- 
fully for  a  short  time,  and  was  then  joined  by  his  brother  who  brought  a  stock 
of  goods  for  $175.  After  this  they  opened  an  auction  house  at  Kentland,  Ind- 
iana, sold  goods  there  four  months,  and  then  went  to  Rensselaer,  where  they  con- 
tinued the  same  business  for  six  mouths.  From  there  they  went  to  Logans- 
port,  Indiana,  where  they  were  joiued  by  the  other  three  brothers,  and  after- 
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wards  they  sent  for  their  mother  with  the  iutentiou  of  making  their  home 
there.  The  firm  was  kuowu  as  Keru  Bros.,  and  continued  several  years,  the 
firm  still  owning  the  store  building.  In  1869  they  divided  up  and  opened  five 
stores  at  different  points,  three  of  which  are  still  in  existence.  Our  subject 
continued  the  mercantile  business^at  Plymouth,  Indiana,  and  other  points,  and 
in  1883  came  to  Valparaiso,  where  he  opened  bis  present  store.  He  is  a 
shrewd,  sagacious,  thorough-going  man  of  business  and  one  who  has  made  a 
success  of  life  under  adverse  circumstances.  In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  and  was  the  only  Democratic  representative  elected  from  Porter 
County  for  thirty-seven  years.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  swamp  laud 
committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman.  Mr.  Kern  has  won  a  host  of  warm 
friends  in  the  county  and  is  classed  among  the  most  noted  and  representative 
business  men  of  the  city.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  In  1872 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sidney  Piatt,  who  presides  with  much  grace  over  his 
elegant  home  in  Valparaiso.  Mr.  Keru  is  a  born  auctioneer,  and  from  the 
first,  when  he  started  on  his  rounds  from  house  to  house  with  the  old  horse 
and  wagon,  showed  his  fitness  for  the  business,  for  he  endeavored  to  make  a 
trade  with  everyone.  He  never  failed  to  win  the  farmers  to  his  side,  for  he  was 
an  inveterate  cutter  of  prices,  and  managed  to  get  all  opposing  merchants  down 
on  him  within  a  week  after  opening  business.  He  has  been  burned  out  time 
and  again,  and  three  different  times  lost  all  the  money  he  had.  Nothing  could 
keep  him  down,  however,  and  while  one  store  was  still  smoking  he  was  busy 
arranging  for  another.  One  of  his  oddest  exploits  was  in  Logansport,  Ind- 
iana. The  old  canal  that  runs  through  the  town  had  not  been  used  for  years, 
the  railroads  having  supplanted  it  as  a  means  of  transportation.  The  city 
wanted  the  land  it  occupied  to  revert  to  the  original  owners,  and  the  canal 
company  refused.  The  matter  was  in  litigation,  and  there  seemed  no  possibility 
of  its  being  settled.  Mr.  Kern  could  not  get  a  room  in  the  city  in  a  desirable 
place,  and  he  decided  on  a  novel  move.  He  secured  permission  from  the  canal 
company  to  put  a  wagon  on  the  old  bed,  and  secured  the  same  permission  from 
the  city  council.  His  wagon  was  supposed  to  be  a  little  affair  from  which  a 
peddler  could  do  business,  and  no  merchant  cared  about  so  small  a  matter. 
Instead  of  that,  Mr.  Kern  had  a  house  built  on  wheels,  as  big  as  any 
store  in  the  town,  and  filled  it  with  goods.  He  then  had  it  hauled  to  a  con- 
venient place,  right  in  the  bed  of  the  canal,  and  ran  out  a  gang  plank  to  the 
street.  He  opened  up,  and  the  gang  plank  was  too  narrow  to  hold  the  crowds 
that  daily  hurried  into  his  place.      He   made  money  fast  but  one  night  his 
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store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  clearly  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  lu  Pern,  Indi- 
ana, lie  had  a  stand  on  the  cornei',  and  people  would  get  about  the  door  in  such 
numbers  as  to  obstruct  the  sidewalk.  The  marshal  dared  not  arrest  the  men 
who  blocked  the  sidewalk,  for  they  were  residents,  voters  and  wielders  of  in- 
fluence, so  he  obeyed  a  prevalent  sentiment  in  the  town  and  arrested  the  auc- 
tioneer. He  was  either  under  arrest  or  under  bonds  half  the  time  he  spent  in 
Peru,  but  he  lost  nothing  by  it.  The  country  people  thought  he  was  perse- 
cuted by  the  merchants  of  the  town,  and  flocked  to  his  store  in  increased 
numbers.  In  Plymouth,  Indiana,  he  was  forced  to  save  his  own  life.  After 
having  secured  and  paid  for  an  auctioneer's  license  for  one  year,  it  was  revoked, 
and  he  was  arrested  for  selling  goods  at  auction  without  a  license.  He  got 
in  the  habit  of  going  with  the  marshal  about  twice  a  daj',  but  not  even  that 
could  quell  his  ardor  or  discourage  traffic.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Noah  Low- 
ery,  a  drayman,  declared  he  would  kill  Kern  and  attacked  him  with  an  iron 
dray  stake.  He  chased  the  auctioneer  around  the  store,  and,  meeting  him  at 
the  door,  beat  him  over  the  head  until  he  inflicted  wounds  which  Mr.  Kern 
bears  to  this  day.  The  latter  fired  off  his  revolver  several  times,  thinking  to 
scare  him  away,  but  failing  in  this  fired  straight  at  him  and  inflicted  a  mortal 
wound.  He  was  arrested  and  attended  the  coroner's  inquest  lying  on  a  pallet- 
Mr.  Kern  was  not  even  bound  over  to  court,  the  action  being  declared  justifi- 
able, an  event  that  very  rarely  occurs,  and  never  unless  the  evidence  is  singu- 
larly conclusive.  That  was  over  twenty  years  ago.  Since  coming  to  Valpa- 
raiso Mr.  Kern  has  accumulated  considerable  wealth  and  he  is  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life.  His  campaign  in  1890  for  the  Legislature  has  brought 
him  favorably  before  the  public  and  made  him  notable  even  in  a  State  of 
notables.  He  made  a  strong  and  vigorous  campaign,  being  a  Democrat,  and 
the  county  being  strongly  Republican,  but  overcame  a  majority  of  about  500, 
being  elected  by  a  majority  of  25  votes.  He  is  a  forcible  and  eloquent  orator 
and  a  man  posted  on  all  matters  of  moment.  He  is  still  in  the  merchandising 
and  auctioneering  business  and,  as  of  old,  his  store  is  always  crowded. 
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PROF.  WILLIAM  N.  HAILMANN. 

Prof.  William  N.  Hailmann,  now  Superiutenclent  of  Indian  Schools  of  the 
United  States,  but  formerly  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  LaPorte,  and  an 
educator  of  national  reputation,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  October  20,  1836. 
When  about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to  America  and  for  two  or  three 
years,  he  was  in  a  grocery  store,  on  a  farm,  &c.  Later  on  he  studied  medicine 
\ov  one  term  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  but  from  1856  to  1858  was  professor  of 
Trench  and  German  and  from  1858  to  1865  professor  of  Natural  Science  in  the 
piiblic  high  schools  of  Louisville.  Following  this  he  was  principal  of  a  German- 
English  Seminary  in  that  city  for  seven  or  eight  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  taught  five  years,  and  then  went  to  Detroit  where  he 
instituted  impi-oved  methods  in  the  German-American  schools.  Here  he 
ac([uired  a  wide  reputation  as  an  educator  of  advanced  ideas  and  one  whose 
me'-.hods  approached  very  near  the  ideal.  The  introduction  of  Kindergar- 
ten methods  in  the  piiblic  schools  by  this  worthy  instructor  mot' with  excellent 
resilts  and  still  further  increased  his  popularity.  Removing  from  there  to 
Lalorte,  Indiana,  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  schools  in  that  place, 
and  by  the  application  of  improved  methods  made  those  schools  famous 
throughout  the  country.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  very  superior  natural  endow- 
ments, strengthened  and  enriched  by  the  highest  culture.  His  mind  is  clear, 
concise,  analytical  and  well  poised.  He  impresses  you  at  once  as  a  man  of 
grett  strength,  depth  and  grasp  of  mind.  With  rare  powers  of  elucidation, 
most  abstruse  and  complicated  subjects  are  handled  with  ease  and  grace,  and 
made  perceptible  and  plain  to  the  most  ordinary  understanding.  Miss  Eudora 
Lucas,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  became  his  wife,  December  24,  1858.  She  is  one 
of  a  family  of  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  have  been  noted  teachers.  Mrs. 
Hailmann  conducts  a  Kindergarten  training  school  at  LaPorte,  one  of  the  best 
known  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  Here  young  ladies  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  prepare  for  kindergarten  work.  One  of  her  sisters 
is  principal  of  a  school  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  another  sister,  Mrs.  Blackall, 
of  Philadelphia,  is  a  writer  of  note,  and  yet  another  sister  is  principal  of  the 
Normal  School,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Hailmann  has  won  a  most 
en  viable  reputation  as  an  educator,  and  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  president 
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of  a  department  iu  the  National  Educational  Association.  Althongh  but  a  few 
months  have  passed  since  Prof.  Hailmanu  began  his  duties  as  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Schools,  he  has  already  made  his  influence  felt  iu  the  application 
of  improved  methods. 


-••••< 


KEY.  F.  W.  HERZBERGER. 

Experience  has  convinced  the  careful  observer  that  there  is  a  thousanc 
times  more  goodness,  wisdom  and  love  iu  the  world  than  men  imagine.  Good- 
ness is  generous  and  diffuse;  it  is  largeness  of  mind  and  sweetness  of  temper- 
balsam  in  the  blood  and  jiistice  sublimated  to  a  richer  spirit.  The  greatest 
man  is  he  who  chooses  right  with  the  most  invincible  resolution ;  who  resists 
the  sorest  temptation  from  within  and  without;  who  bears  the  heaviest  burdens 
cheerfully:  who  is  calmest  in  storms  and  most  fearless  under  menaces  md 
frowns ;  whose  reliance  in  truth,  on  virtue  and  on  God,  is  most  unfaltering.  In 
the  life  of  Rev.  E.  W.  Herzberger  we  find  that  which  would  inspire  the  ycuth 
of  this  and  coming  generations  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  greatness,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  we  note  a  few  of  the  most  important  events  of  his  caieer. 
He  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  October  23,  1859,  to  Frederick  A.  and 
Eliza  (Cook)  Herzberger,  the  former  born  iu  Hesse-Darmstadt  and  the  later  in 
Saxony,  Prussia.  The  father  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  chTirch 
in  the  old  country,  and  after  coming  with  his  family  to  America  in  1854  he 
had  charge  of  St.  John's  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore.  Wlien 
the  great  civil  war  of  this  country  came  up,  he  became  Chaplain  of  the  58tli 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  while  in  the  service  died  at  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
in  1863.  His  widow  survives  him  and  is  a  resident  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  eight  childi'en  born  to  his  father,  and  is  the 
only  surviving  son.  He  was  reared  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and  his  literary 
education  was  obtained  in  Fort  Wayne  and  St.  Louis,  graduating  from  the 
University  of  the  latter  city  in  1882.  The  same  year  he  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  the  gospel  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  was  a  missionary  in  that  state  for 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  founded  Luthersville,  Augsburg  and  Witten- 
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burg.  It  was  also  through  his  efforts  that  the  church  at  Couway  was  built,  and 
algo  the  cue  iu  the  Saxou  district,  all  of  which  colonies  are  well  known  through- 
out the  State.  After  leaving  Arkansas  he  went  to  Hiawatha,  Kansas,  but  at  the 
end  of  two  years  he  came  to  Hammond  to  take  charge  of  the  Lutheran  Con- 
gregation, which  then  had  but  few  members.  At  the  present  time  this  church 
is  represented  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  families,  and  is  established  on  a  sound 
basis.  He  has  aided  in  the  building  of  three  churches  in  Hammond,  and  in 
connection  with  his  church  has  established  a  good  school  which  has  an  attend- 
ance of  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  presided  over  by  two  capable  teachers. 
Although  Rev.  Herzberger  is  young  in  years  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied 
experience  in  his  labors  for  the  good  of  humanity,  and  being  a  fluent  and 
forcible  speaker  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the  saving  of  many  precious  souls, 
and  is  looked  up  to  and  honored  by  the  members  of  his  congregation,  as  well  as 
by  the  citizens  in  general  in  Hammond.  He  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss 
Martha  Schroeter  of  St.  Louis,  by  whom  he  has  four  children.  Lulu,  Carl,  Vallie 
and  Fred.  Rev.  Herzberger  is  a  self-made  man,  for  he  was  left  fatherless 
when  he  was  three  years  of  age  and  was  under  the  care  of  a  foster-father  until 
he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  papers  in  his  youthful  days,  and  the  first  dollar  that  he  ever  earned 
was  spent  in  the  purchase  of  a  small  volume  of  Webster's  Dictionary.  His 
early  intention  was  to  enter  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  but  it  was  his 
father's  dying  wish,  that  he  should  become  a  minister,  and  he  has  never  regret- 
ted complying  with  that  desire.  He  has  several  relatives  who  are  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  United  States  Army.  His  life  thus  far  has  been  a  useful  one  and 
he  impresses  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  as  being  an  earnest,  efiicieut 
and  faithful  laborer  in  his  Master's  vinevard. 


HON.   JOHN  B.   NILES. 

Hon.  John  B.  Niles  of  LaPorte  was  born  at  Westfairlee,  Orange  County, 
Vermont,  September  13,  1808,  being  the  seventh  in  descent  from  one  of 
the  original  Puritan   settlers  of  New  England.     His  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
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Niles,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Vermont,  was  a  trustee  of  Darmouth  College 
for  the  first  twenty-seven  years  of  its  existence,  and  a  member  of  Congress  when 
Washington  was  President.  His  father,  William  Niles,  was  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  The  early  boyhood  of  the 
son  was  passed  upon  a  farm,  where  doubtless  he  received  that  physical  devel- 
opment, which  served  him  so  well  in  after  years.  In  1830  he  operated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  and  after  teaching  school  for  a  while,  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Mr.  Gilmau  Fletcher  in  New  York  City.  In  1833,  he  went  to  LaPorte 
to  reside,  just  one  year  after  the  organizing  of  that  town,  accomplishing  the 
journey  on  horseback.  He  had  intended  to  establish  himself  in  Cincinnati, 
but  on  reaching  Dayton,  changed  his  mind  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
cholera  at  that  time.  He  then  made  Chicago  his  objective  point,  biit  ou  reach- 
ing LaPorte,  which  was  then  as  now  a  remarkably  beautiful  region,  he  con- 
cluded to  go  no  farther,  and  soon  after  purchased  his  homestead.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  LaPorte  Circuit  Court,  December  16,  1833, 
and  continued  the  practice  of  law,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  that  he 
was  circuit  judge,  having  been  appointed  by  Gov.  Samuel  Bigger  in  1843  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Samuel  C.  Sample. 
December  16,  1834,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Judge  William  Polke,  a 
man  of  such  prominence  in  Indiana,  that  we  feel  justified  in  turning  aside 
for  a  moment  to  present  in  this  connection  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of  him. 
William  Polke  was  born  September  19,  1777,  in  Brooke  Couutj%  West  Vir- 
ginia, at  that  time  included  in  the  domain  of  the  Old  Dominion.  His  father  was 
Charles  Polke,  who  was,  on  the  maternal  side,  a  descendant  of  a  Swedish  family 
among  the  Swedish  colonists  in  Pennsylvania.  His  mother  was  Delilah  Tyler 
of  Virginia.  Charles  Polke  and  his  family  removed  to  Madison  County,  Ken- 
tucky, about  the  year  1785.  At  one  time,  when  Chas.  Polke  was  absent  from 
home,his  family,  including  William,  were  captured  by  Indians  and  held  as  prison- 
ers, until  they  were  exchanged  at  Detroit  about  a  year  later.  William  Polke 
was  married  in  1793  to  Sarah  Cooper,  a  native  of  Loudon  County,  Virginia, 
born  March  22,  1783.  He  removed  to  Knox  County,  in  the  territory  of  Indiana, 
in  1808.  In  1829  and  following  years  he  was  a  commissioner  for  the  sale  of 
Michigan  Road  lands.  In  1832  he  removed  to  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and 
opened  the  farm  where  the  Michigan  road  crosses  the  Tippecanoe  river.  He 
built  the  first  frame  house  on  that  road  north  of  the  Wabash  river  known 
locally  for  several  yeai's  as  the  White  House.  In  1836  he  had  charge  of  the 
removal  of  the  Pottowatomie  Indians  to  the    Indian  Country.     They  made  it 
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a  condition  to  going  peacably  that  lie  should  go  with  them.  They  seem  to 
have  had  confidence  that  he  would  treat  them  fairly.  When  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  was  in  the  army  under  General  Wayne,  and  was  present  at  the  build- 
ing of  the  fort  of  Fort  Wayne.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  where  he 
had  a  finger  shot  off.  He  was  sent  on  ahead  of  the  army  in  charge  of  a 
party  of  scouts  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  Indians.  At  the  time  of 
the  battle  his  eldest  son  was  rejoicing  in  the  possession  of  his  first  pair  of 
pantaloons,  which  his  mother  had  told  him  he  should  only  wear  when  there 
was  company  at  the  house.  Soon  after  the  battle  he  rushed  into  the  house  in 
great  glee,  shouting  out  to  his  mother  to  give  him  his  pants  for  everybody  was 
coming.  His  mother  was  not  equally  delighted.  She  knew  that  the  meaning 
of  the  visit  was  that  there  was  really  an  Indian  war,  and  that  the  neigh- 
bors were  coming  to  build  a  stockade  for  mutual  defense  around  their  house, 
which  happened  to  be  the  largest  one  in  the  neighborhood.  The  stockade 
was  built,  but  fortunately  its  efficiency  for  defense  did  not  need  to  be  tested. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  convention  of  1816,  which  formed 
the  constitution  under  which  Indiana  was  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  the  first  legislature  of  the  State,  and 
was  afterwards  also  a  member  of  the  other  house.  He  had  something  to  do 
as  a  commissioner  with  the  locating  and  naming  of  the  caf)ital  of  the  State. 
In  1841  he  removed  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  having  been  appointed  by  the 
President,  Register  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  that  place.  During  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  a  surveyor  and  farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  Fort  Wayne,  April  26,  1843,  he  was  an  associate  judge  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  that  District. 

To  return  to  Judge  Xiles,  we  find  him  in  1850  acting  as  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  in  1864  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  For 
twelve  years  he  occupied  the  chair  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Indiana 
Medical  College  at  LaPorte,  a  position  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1840. 
At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  E.  E.  in  1851,  he  was 
chosen  as  an  attorney  for  that  organization,  a  position  which  he  held  until  his 
death.  Althoiigh  Judge  Niles'  experience  was  very  diversified,  he  was  best 
known  as  a  lawyer,  being  devoted  to  his  profession,  in  which  he  was  so  emi- 
nently successful.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  analytic  lawyers  in 
the  West.  He  was  a  man  of  untiring  energy,  making  a  most  exhaustive  exami- 
nation of  the  facts  of  every  case  he  undertook,  no  material  point  ever  escap- 
ing his  attention.     He  was  cautious  and  sound  in  his  opinions,  and  tenacious 
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of  purpose.  An  attorney  who  knew  him  well  declares,  that  "  in  trying  a  case 
against  him  it  was  never  safe  to  trust  anything  to  chance  or  calculate  that 
any  weak  point  would  escape  his  attack." 

Judge  Niles  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  members  of  the  bench  and 
bar,  as  well  as  of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  by  many  con- 
sidered one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  United  States,  and  his  practice  was 
unusually  extensive.  He  was,  however,  well  informed  on  other  subjects,  being 
a  fine  chemist  and  a  close  student  alone:  other  lines.  Indiana  owes  much  to  him 
for  the  part  he  took  in  contributing  materially  to  the  constitution  of  the  State, 
and  establishing  the  code  on  which  legal  proceedings  are  based.  In  fact  he 
was  always  equal  to  any  position  in  which  he  might  find  himself.  He  hated 
sham,  and  not  being  ambitious  for  popular  applause,  shunned  notoriety  as  well  as 
opposed  all  attempts  of  others  to  gain  it  for  him.  He  possessed  a  fine  presence, 
and  a  character  that  was  honorable  and  of  the  strictest  integrity.  When  he 
passed  away  at  his  home  in  LaPorte  Sunday  afternoon,  July  6,  1879,  the 
entire  community  felt  that  they  had  sustained  a  loss  which  could  never  be 
filled.  The  LaPorte  County  bar  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body  and  passed  reso- 
lutions testifying  to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  was  followed 
to  his  last  resting  place  in  Pine  Lake  Cemetery  by  many  of  his  most  distin- 
guished fellow-citizens  and  associates  from  neighboring  cities.  Although  Judge 
Niles  was  closely  associated  with  the  growth  of  LaPorte,  he  was  less  known  to 
his  fellow-citizens  than  manj'^  men  occupying  far  less  important  stations  in  life. 
Truly,  as  has  been  said,  he  was  an  exemplification  of  the  poet's  observation, 
that  "The  world  knows  nothing  of  its  greatest  men." 

In  matters  of  religion.  Judge  Niles  was  a  member  of  the  New  Church, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  its  doctrine.  He  was  an  extensive  reader  of  Sweden- 
borg's  works,  and  was  well  prepared  at  all  times  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith 
that  was  in  him.  Mrs.  Niles  survived  her  husband  by  a  few  years,  and  passed 
away  at  LaPorte  on  the  evening  of  January  11,  1892.  At  her  death  truly 
was  it  said  of  her  that  a  good  woman  had  gone  to  her  reward.  To  her  help 
and  inspiration  much  of  the  success  of  her  distinguished  husband  may  be 
ascribed.  She  was  a  great  reader  and  the  possessor  of  a  remarkable  memory. 
She  knew  the  four  gospels,  the  psalms,  Scott's  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  numerous 
other  poems  by  heart.  She  was  particularly  fond  of  history,  and  her  husband 
used  to  say  that  she  was  the  best  read  woman  in  history  in  the  State.  She 
was  a  woman  of  great  energy,  of  indefatigable  industry  and  of  fine  executive 
ability.     She    put    her   whole    soul    into    whatever    she    did.      She    was    an 
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early,  riser  aud  an  excelleut  house-keeper.  She  was  very  systematic, 
conscientious  and  charitable.  She  had  a  cheerful,  sunny  disposition  aud  was 
quick  to  discern  the  silver  lining  to  every  cloud.  Facially  and  mentally  she 
resembled  her  father.      She  had  a  fine  mind,  which  was  clear  to  the  last. 

Of  their  family  of  five  children,  only  two  are  living,  William Niles,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Xiles&  Scott  Company,  and  Mar}'  R.,  wife  of  Honorable  E.  H. 
Scott,  vice-president  of  the  same  company.  A  sketch  of  both  of  these  gentle- 
men appears  in  this  work. 


-••••< 


HON.   EDGAR   D.   CRUMPACKER. 

There  are  men,  and  the  number  is  by  no  means  small,  who  drift  into 
what  we  are  accustomed  to  look  upon  as  the  learned  profession  in  the  same 
way  that  thousands  of  men  in  the  lower  walks  of  life  drift  into  the  ordi- 
nary bread-winning  occupations.  Having  no  special  preference  for  any  call- 
ing, aud  without  feeling  that  tliey  have  any  particular  fitness  for  a  certain 
profession,  they  find  themselves  drifting  in  tiiat  direction  as  a  result  of  asso- 
ciations or  environment,  and  in  the  course  of  time  they  find  themselves 
shouldering  responsibilities  for  which  they  have  scant  liking,  carrying 
burdens  which  rest  heavily  upon  them,  and  laboring  in  a  field  which  has 
for  them  no  attraction  other  than  what  it  yields  in  the  way  of  annual  in- 
come. The  prominent  lawyer  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  impresses  even 
those  who  meet  him  in  a  casual  way  as  a  man  who  has  drifted  easilj' 
and  naturall}'  into  the  legal  profession,  who  realizes  he  has  made  no  mis- 
take in  the  choice  of  his  vocation,  and  feels  thoroughly  at  home  in  the  posi- 
tion which  he  occupies.  This  first  impression  deepens  with  a  more  intimate 
acquaintance,  aud  familiarity  with  his  life  leads  to  the  unbiased  and  impartial 
view  that  the  unusual  success  he  has  achieved  is  the  logical  sequence  of  talent 
rightly  used,  together  with  energy  and  industry  never  misapplied.  Mr. 
Crumpacker  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State,  born  in  LaPorte  County  May  27, 
1851,  and  the  sou  of  Theophilus  and  Harriet  (Emmons)  Crumpacker,  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  and  of  German  origin.       The  great-grandfather,  who  was 
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boru  iu  the  old  couutry,  came  to  this  country  when  a  boy,  and  after  stopping 
a  short  time  iu  Maryland,  went  to  Botetourt  County,  Virginia.  Grand- 
father Crumpacker  was  in  the  Indian  wars.  The  early  members  of  this 
family  were  Duukards  in  their  religious  belief,  and  several  of  them  were  min- 
isters iu  that  church,  while  others  were  Methodist  ministers.  A  number 
of  the  ancestors  on  the  mother's  side  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Owen  Crumpacker,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
sturdy  old  planter,  and  followed  that  occupation  iu  his  native  State  \iutil 
1832,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana.  After  stopping  two  years  iu 
Union  County  he  came  to  Porter  County  iu  1834,  and  located  about  six  miles 
north  of  Valparaiso,  on  a  claim,  and  might  have  been  called  a  "squatter." 
He  wanted  to  locate  near  a  spring,  and  although  he  found  one  iu  timber 
land  where  there  was  nothing  but  clay,  he  decided  to  locate  there.  He 
cleared  a  small  spot,  erected  a  little  log  cabin,  and  resided  in  this  until 
1837,  when  his  land  was  sold  at  the  laud  sale  at  LaPorte.  It  was  so 
poor  that  he  did  not  want  it,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  LaPorte  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  djaug  iu  1854.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  only  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Porter  County,  and  in  the  early  schools  of  that  county  he  merely 
learned  to  read  and  write,  for  he  attended  only  about  four  months  altogether. 
His  youthful  days  were  spent  iu  hard  labor  on  the  pioneer  homestead,  and  he 
has  always  tilled  the  soil.  He  is  uow  living  retired  iu  the  city  of  Valparaiso, 
and  no  man  has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  county 
than  he.  In  the  year  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  re- 
elected in  1874  and  1876,  thus  showing  his  popularity.  He  has  held  several 
township  offices,  and  has  been  a  useful  and  prosperous  farmer.  Mr.  Crum- 
packer has  been  a  member  of  the  cit}'  council.  Although  now  in  his  sev- 
enty-first year,  time  has  touched  him  lightly,  and  he  is  still  vigorous  and 
active,  and  enjoys  good  health.  His  wife,  too,  shows  very  little  the  wear  and 
tear  of  years,  and  has  good  health.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them, 
seven  are  now  living:  John  W.,  banker  of  LaPorte;  Edgar  D. ;  Daniel 
W.,  iu  the  railroad  mail  service  on  Grand  Truuk  Railroad;  Eliza,  died  iu  Sep- 
tember, 1880;  Peter,  a  lawyer,  at  Hammond,  Indiana;  Nettie,  wife  of  I. 
L.  Luther,  of  Chicago;  Charles  E.,  teacher  in  Normal  school  at  Humes- 
ton,  Iowa,  and  Grant,  studying  law  with  Edgar  D.  The  original  of  this  notice 
passed  his  boj'hood  and  yoirth  iu  LaPorte  and  Porter  Counties,  and  his 
earlv  education  was  received  in  the  district  schools.       Later  he  took  an  acad- 
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emic  coiirse  in  the  Valparaiso  Male  and  Female  College,  and  in  1873  began 
the  study  of  law  with  Talcott  &  Johnson  of  this  city.  He  entered  the 
law  school  at  Bloomiugtou,  Indiana,  in  1873,  and  the  following  year  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  beginning  practice  in  1876.  He  started  out  alone  in  his 
profession,  and  his  ability  in  the  legal  field  won  for  him  a  good  practice. 
In  1877  he  removed  toWestville,  Indiana,  but  only  remained  there  two  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Valparaiso,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law.  In  1882  he  was  elected  city  attorney,  and  held  that 
position  four  years.  In  1884  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  thirty- 
first  district,  and  in  March,  1891,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  Appellate  Court 
by  Governor  Hovey,  serving  on  the  bench  until  January  1,  1893.  He 
was  nominated  in  the  Republican  Convention  of  1892  for  appellate  judge,  but 
was  defeated  with  the  balance  of  the  State  ticket.  Judge  Crumpacker  was 
chairman  of  the  countj'  committee  and  also  a  member  of  the  State  Central  Com- 
mittee during  the  campaigns  of  1888  and  1890.  He  has  ever  been  interested 
in  politics,  and  as  a  public  official  has  made  a  record  for  uprightness  and  in- 
tegrity. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  chapter  and  com- 
maudery.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Charlotte  A. 
Lucas,  a  native  of  Boone  County,  Illinois,  and  three  sons  have  been  born  to 
this  union :  Owen,  Fred  and  Maurice.  The  Judge  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 


-••••' 


MISS  ELIZA  G.  BROWNING. 

Miss  Eliza  G.  Browning  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence,  energy  and 
executive  ability,  and  is  in  every  way  competent  to  fill  the  responsible  po- 
sition of  librarian  of  the  Indianapolis  Public  Library,  thus  illustrating 
what  has  long  been  known  and  acknowledged  that  women  are  in  every 
way  competent  to  fill  with  distinguished  success  positions  requiring  the  most 
versatile  mental  powers  and  no  ordinary  degree  of  energy.  She  belongs  to  a 
family  which  for  many  years  has  been  largely  identified  with  both  the  politi- 
cal and  literary  interests  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  and  the  State  of  Indiana. 
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The  Hou.  William  J.  Brown,  her  maternal  grandfather,  Avas  a  man  of  note  in 
the  day  and  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  as  a  representative  of  the  people  in 
this  portion  of  Indiana  in  the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  he 
was  a  power,  especially  in  the  lines  of  truth,  justice  and  right.  His  son, 
Admiral  George  Brown,  United  States  Navj-,  has  a  record  too  well  known 
to  need  additional  words  of  commendation  here;  suffice  it  to  say  it  is  world- 
wide. Hou.  Austin  H.  Brown,  a  brother  of  the  Admiral,  has  often  served  in 
public  offices  of  trust  in  national,  city  and  civic  capacity,  and  is  a  man  of  mark. 
Some  thirteen  years  ago,  when  Miss  Eliza  G.  Browning  found  it  necessary 
to  engage  in  some  remunerative  employment,  the  workings  of  the  public 
library  had  many  attractions  for  her,  and  although  a  near  relative  offered 
her  employment,  her  independent  spirit  would  not  allow  her  to  accept  the  of- 
fer, and  she  shortly  afterward  entered  the  public  library,  first  as  a  substitute, 
and  for  one  year  labored  without  compensation.  In  April,  1892,  she  was 
elected  librarian,  and  a  year  later  was  re-elected  by  acclamation.  Her  election 
was  made  because  of  her  peculiar  fitness  and  adaptability  for  the  position,  com- 
bined with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  books,  and  it  has  met  with  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis.  She  is  ever  on  the  alert  to  institute 
new  and  improved  methods  which  have  greatly  improved  the  conveniences  for 
the  library.  She  is  a  fine  conversationalist,  a  deep  reader  and  tliinker,  and  an 
accomplished  musician. 


-••••< 


HON.  H.  A.  GILLETT. 

Among  those  whose  names  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  prosperity 
of  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  is  he  whose  name  forms  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It 
is  not  to  be  expected,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  whez'e  but  brief  biographical 
sketches  of  prominent  citizens  of  the  county  are  given,  that  justice  can 
be  given  this  much  esteemed  and  honored  citizen,  and  yet  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  county  so  long,  and  his  name  is  so  familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  only 
just  to  dwell  upon  his  career  not  as  empty  words  of  praise  but  as  the  jjlain  state- 
ment of  a  still  plainer  truth.     Mr.  Gillett,  attoruey-at-law  and  ex-circuit  judge 
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of  Porter  County,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  a  State  always  sugges- 
tive of  the  honest,  hard  and  rugged  characters  in  life,  and  was  born  near  Rich- 
mond, March  19,  1831.  His  parents,  Asa  and  Lucia  (Jones)  Gillett,  were 
natives  also  of  the  Gi'een  Mountain  State,  where  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
oar  subject  settled  in  1790,  but  this  family  came  originally  from  Connecticut. 
The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  which 
he  amassed  a  competency.  To  his  marriage  were  born  five  children,  only  one 
besides  our  subject  now  living:  Henry.  Until  18-47  our  subject  remained  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Vermont,  but  at  that  date  he  began  attending  school  at 
Potsdam,  New  York,  where  he  fitted  himself  for  college,  and  where  he  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  subsequent  prosperous  career.  Later  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1853. 
One  year  later  he  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  began  the  study  of  law,  be- 
ing admitted  to  the  bar  there  in  185(3.  There  he  practiced  until  1861, 
and  then  came  to  Valparaiso  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  As  a  leading  citizen  of  the  city  in  its  professional,  business 
and  social  life,  lending  eminent  strength  to  her  bar,  tone  to  her  finances,  and 
srrace  to  her  societv,  Mr.  Gillett  demands  attention  from  the  historian  who 
would  wish  to  do  the  city  justice.  In  1868  he  was  elected  judge  of  common  pleas 
court  covering  six  counties,  and  in  1872  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office.  In 
the  winter  of  the  following  year,  the  common  pleas  court  was  abolished,  and 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hendricks  circuit  judge  for  Porter,  Lake  and 

Starke  Counties.     In  the  fall  of ,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office, 

and  held  that  position  for  a  full  term  of  six  years.  After  this  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  and  is  still  in  active  business.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known 
lawyers  of  the  State,  a  sincere,  direct,  positive  man — a  true  citizen  in  the  best 
and  highest  sense.  He  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Helen  L.  Still,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  two  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Judge  John  H.  and 
Mrs.  Minnie  Miller,  of  Valparaiso. 
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HON.  EMMET  H.  SCOTT. 

Hon.  Emmet  H.  Scott,  Mayor  of  La  Porte,  Yice-president  of  the  Niles  <fe 
Scott  Company,  and  also  of  the  Island  Coal  Company,  of  Indianapolis,  and 
president  of  the  Northern  Indiana  Orphans'  Home,  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  municipal  growth  of  La  Porte  since  1867.  His  boyhood  was  passed 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  where,  in  the  town  of  Nineveh,  Broome 
County,  New  York,  he  first  saw  the  light,  July  20,  1842.  His  parents,  Wiley 
H.  and  Aseneth  (Locke),  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Both  the 
Scott  and  Locke  families  were  among  the  earliest  New  England  settlers,  and 
for  many  generations  were  closely  identified  with  the  growth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut.  The  Scotts  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  combined  the 
industry  and  sturdy  self-reliance  which  distinguish  that  people  with  a  dash 
of  the  more  spirited  French.      The  Lockes  are  probably  of  Welsh  descent. 

John  Scott,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was,  like  most  of  his 
American  ancestors,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  born  June  2,  1733.  It 
is  probable  that  he  removed  to  Massachusetts,  as  we  fiud  the  birth  of  Silas,  our 
subject's  paternal  grand  father  recorded  at  Berkshire,  iuthatState,  July  10,1772. 
Itis  by  his  marriage,  August  9, 1794,  with  Sarah  Lee  that  we  find  the  infusion  of 
French  blood,  her  father,  Philemon  Lee,  being  a  Frenchman  by  birth.  He 
ci'ossed  the  ocean  with  his  parents  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years. 

John  Scott  removed  to  New  York  State  with  his  family  towards  the  close 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Unadilla.  Of  his  life 
we  have  little  record.  Silas  Scott  became  a  man  of  considerable  prominence 
in  that  region.  He  was  for  many  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  an  office  at 
that  time  of  more  importance  and  influence  tlian  at  present,  and  from  former 
inhabitants  of  that  region  we  learn  that  Esquire  Scott  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  community  in  which  he  resided.       He  passed  away  January  21,  1838. 

Wiley  H.  Scott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  New 
York,  October  28,  1796.  Availing  himself  of  such  educational  advantages 
as  were  offered  at  the  district  schools  of  that  region,  he  struck  out  at  au  earh' 
age  with  sturdy  self-reliance  to  make  a  competence  for  himself.  He  was 
eminently  successful,  and  may  be  called  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term  a 
self-made  man.      In  political    and  social  matters  he  was  a  natural  leader  and 
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a  man  of  great  influence.  He  was  an  extensive  contractor,  and  in  that  capa- 
city made  many  important  public  improvements.  He  it  was  who  built  the 
Delaware  &  Susquhanna  and  the  Coventry  &  Nineveh  plank  roads,  for 
many  years  the  only  thoroughfare  between  these  points.  He  was  the  first 
also  to  introduce  the  idea  of  navigating  the  Susquhanna  by  means  of  slack 
water  navigation.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  a  heavy  hop-grower. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  great  public  spirit  and  liberality,  and  has  left  an 
impression  upon  the  community  with  which  he  was  so  long  connected  that 
will  require  generations  to  efface.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order  in  which  he  attained  great  prominence.  The  establishment 
of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Nineveh  was  largely  througii  his  instru- 
mentality. He  attained  the  ranks  of  Grand  Master  and  Grand  High 
Priest.  Politically,  he  was  a  life-long  Democrat  and  voted  for  every  can- 
didate of  that  party  from  Monroe  to  Greely.     He  passed  away  in  1871. 

Mrs.  Scott,  nee  Aseneth  Locke,  was  born  at  Guilford,  New  York,  in  1798. 
The  name  Locke  is  one  familiar  to  students  of  history.  At  all  times  we  find 
it  the  exponent  of  the  three  P's — Patriotism,  Pluck  and  Perseverance.  Some 
anecdotes  illustrating  these  qualities  have  been  preserved.  When  Pope  Clement 
YII  issued  his  bull  excommviuicatiug  Henry  YIII.  and  the  English  people,  it 
was  a  Locke  that  risked  the  pangs  of  purgatory  and  the  more  immediate  ter- 
rors of  the  Inquisition  by  boldly  tearing  down  copies  of  the  bull  in  public 
places  in  France.     For  this  fearless  deed  he  was  knighted  by  his  sovereign. 

"  The  women  of  '76  "  have  been  celebrated  in  history  and  their  praises 
have  been  sung  by  poets;  that  some  of  the  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject 
are  entitled  to  a  prominent  place  among  them  is  well  illustrated  by  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  as  handed  down  and  stated  in  the  "  Book  of  the  Lockes."  The 
one  that  wore  the  breeches  was  the  great  grandfather  of  E.  H.  Scott: 
"  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  one  of  the  last  days  of  May,  in  the  year  1776,  when 
I  was  a  few  months  short  of  fifteen  years  old,  notice  came  to  Townsend,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  my  father  used  to  live,  that  fifteen  soldiers  were  wanted.  The 
training  band  was  immediately  called  out  and  my  brother  who  was  next  older 
than  I,  was  one  of  those  selected.  He  did  not  get  home  until  late  at  night 
when  we  were  all  in  bed.  When  I  arose  in  the  morning  I  found  my  mother 
in  tears,  and  she  informed  me  that  my  brother  John  was  to  March  next  day 
after  to-morrow  at  sunrise.  My  father  was  in  Boston  at  the  Massachusetts 
assembly.  Mother  said  that  John  had  plenty  of  summer  clothes  but  must 
suffer  for  winter  garments.       There  were  at  this  time  no  stores  or  no  articles 
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to  be  had  except  such  as  each  family  could  make  itself.  The  sight  of  mother's 
tears  brought  all  the  hidden  strength  of  mind  and  body  into  action.  She  said 
if  he  had  a  pair  of  warm  pantaloons  he  could  get  along."  "  Oh,  if  that  is  all, 
I  will  spin  and  weave  him  a  pair  before  he  goes."  "But,"  said  mother,  "  the 
wool  is  on  the  sheep's  back,  and  the  sheep  are  out  in  the  pasture."  I  turned 
to  a  younger  brother  and  bade  him  take  the  salt-dish  and  call  the  sheep  to 
the  3-ard.  Then  mother  said:  "Poor  child,  there  are  no  sheep-shears  within 
three  and  one-half  miles."  "  I  have  small  shears  at  the  loom,"  said  I.  "But 
we  can't  spin  and  weave  it  in  so  short  a  time,"  said  mother.  "I  am  certain 
we  can,  mother."  "But  how  can  you  weave  it  for  there  is  a  long  piece  of 
linen  in  the  loom."  "  No  matter,  I  can  find  an  empty  loom."  By  this  time 
the  sound  of  the  sheep  made  me  quicken  my  steps  towards  the  yard.  I 
requested  my  sister  to  bring  me  the  wheel  and  cards  while  I  went  for  the 
wool.  I  went  to  the  yard  with  my  brother  and  secured  a  white  sheep  from 
which  I  sheared  half  enough  for  a  web.  Sending  in  the  wool  I  then  ran  for 
a  black  sheep  and  he  held  her  while  I  cut  off  wool  for  my  filling  and  for  half 
of  the  warp.  To  make  a  long  story  short  the  wool  thus  obtained  was  duly 
carded,  spun,  washed,  sized  and  dried.  An  empty  loom  was  found  a  few 
doors  off,  the  web  placed  therein  and  woven,  the  cloth  prepared,  cut  and  made 
two  or  three  hours  before  the  brother's  departm-e,  i.  e.,  in  forty  hoars  from 
the  commencement  of  the  task,  and  John  started  for  the  war  arrayed  in  his 
new  winter  pants." 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  survive. 
The  eldest,  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Allen  G.  Stowell,  resides  at  Peoria,  Illinois. 
Fanny  A.,  the  second,  also  resides  at  Peoria  with  her  sister.  Silas  L.  is  a 
resident  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida.  Maria  A.  became  the  wife  of  George 
Dennison.  She  passed  away  about  1881.  Leroy  L.  and  Edwin  W.  lived 
about  forty  years  and  are  buried  in  the  church  yard  at  Nineveh.  Sarah  S.  died 
in  infancy.  Arthur  L.  served  in  the  war  of  the  late  rebellion  with  the  Twenty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  served 
in  fifteen  hard  fought  battles,  was  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Mc- 
Clellan  and  Grant  at  Antietam,  Fredricksburgh,  the  Wilderness  and  Chickaho- 
miny,  and  was  under  fire  twenty-nine  times.  He  died  at  Isle  Royal,  Lake 
Superior,  in  1878. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  New  York  and  the 
Blakeslee  High  School  at  Harpersville.  He  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
later  obtained  a  position  as  contractor's  clerk  of  one  of  the   builders   of  the 
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Albany  &  Susquelianna  Railroad,  a  position  which  he  filled  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  employer  for  three  years.  In  February,  1867,  he  obtained  a 
position  as  superintendent  of  the  Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Louisville  Railroad 
and  removed  to  LaPorte.  Resigning  this  position  in  18G9  he  removed  to 
Saginaw,  Michigan,  to  accept  a  position  with  Elisha  C.  Litchfield,  an  extensive 
manufacturer  of  lumber,  and  salt,  as  his  agent  and  managed  that  business.  In 
1876  he  again  returned  to  LaPorte  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Niles  & 
Scott  Wheel  Manufactory,  and  has  acted  as  vice-president  of  that  organization 
up  to  the  pi'esent  time.  In  1886  he  opened  the  Superior  coal  mine  in  Sullivan 
County.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  Island  Coal  Company,  of  which  he  is  an 
officer.  In  May,  1889,  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  become 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Mayor  of  LaPorte,  a  position  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority  and  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1891.  During 
Mr.  Scott's  five  years  service  as  mayor  of  the  city,  many  important  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  municipal  affairs.  The  water  supply  of  the  city 
has  been  greatly  improved  through  his  efforts  in  securing  connections  between 
the  beautiful  system  of  lakes  north  of  the  city.  The  establishment  of  the 
electric  plant  was  due  to  his  efforts  and  at  the  present  time  no  city  in  the 
country  is  better  lighted  than  LaPorte. 

Mr.  Scott  has  always  been  noted  for  public  spirit  and  liberality.  No 
better  monument  can  be  erected  to  his  memory  than  the  beautiful  fountain 
near  the  water  works,  which  was  his  gift  to  the  city.  In  the  location  and 
organization  of  the  Northern  Indiana  Orphans'  Home  Mr.  Scott  assisted,  and 
it  is  partly  owing  to  him  that  it  is  a  successful  charitable  institution. 

In  December,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Mary  R.  Niles,  the  only  surviving 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  B.  Niles,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Six 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  survive.  The  eldest,  Mary 
Polke,  died  May  3,  1873,  aged  two  years.  Emmet,  the  second,  born  October 
7,  1873,  graduated  from  the  LaPorte  High  School  in  1891,  and  is  now  pur- 
suing a  course  in  mechanical  engineering  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 
Margaret,  the  third  born,  died  April  6,  1884,  aged  eight  and  one-half  years. 
Panuy,  born  November  8,  1877,  is  an  industrious  student  of  the  High  School 
at  LaPorte.  Sarah  Polke,  died  March  4, 1885,  aged  five  years  and  two  mouths. 
Katherine,  the  youngest,  died  December  23,  1888,  aged  seven  years  and  two 
months. 

By  energy  and  ability  Mr.  Scott  has  acquired  a  handsome  property  and 
has  a  modest  home  on  Jefferson  Street.     He  has  always  been  a  progressive 
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citizen,  public  spirited,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  LaPorte,  and  has  won  for 
himself  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  In 
every  place  to  which  fortune  has  called  him  he  has  acquitted  himself  with 
great  credit  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  C.  TALCOTT. 

Over  seventy-eight  years  have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  venerable  man 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  leaving  their  impress  in  the  whitening  hair 
and  lined  features,  but,  while  the  outward  garments  of  the  soul  show  the  wear 
and  tear  of  years,  the  man  himself  is  richer  and  nobler  and  grander  for  the 
experience  that  each  successive  decade  has  brought  him.  He  is  one  of  the 
oldest  pioneers  of  Porter  County,  and,  so  far  as  he  knows,  is  the  oldest  resi- 
dent of  the  county  now  living.  Since  1837  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  public  interests  of  Porter  County,  and  was  one  of  the  first  school- 
teachers, tax  collectors,  surveyors,  preachers,  jurists  and  editors  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  Judge  Talcott  is  one  of  those  few  remaining  pioneers  whose 
characters  are  typical  of  early  Western  growth,  and  his  love  of  truth  and 
great  benevolence  are  combined  with  practical  good  sense.  In  many  ways 
Judge  Talcott  resembles  Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  Western  men  of  his 
stamp.  He  comes  of  old  Puritan  stock,  and  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  where 
his  ancestors  were  among  the  founders  of  the  state.  His  father  was  Joseph 
Talcott,  his  grandfather  Joseph  Talcott,  and  his  great-grandfather  was  Elizor 
Talcott,  who  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Thankful  (Beldiug)  Talcott,  whowa& 
the  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Holyoke)  Talcott,  who  was  the  son  of 
Worshipful  John  and  Dorothy  (Mott)  Talcott,  who  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Skinner)  Talcott,  who  was  the  sou  of  Sir  John  Talcott,  of  Colches- 
ter, England,  thought  to  be  the  first  man  of  the  name,  either  from  some 
peculiarity  about  his  tall  cot  or  tailed  coat,  or  it  may  be  both  or  neither.  The 
early  spelling  of  the  name,  sometimes  Tailcoat  and  other  times  Talcott, 
appears  to  assign  the  name  a  double  or  doubtful  origin.  The  three  Johns 
were  natives  of  England,  and  the  one   entitled   "  Worshipful  "    came  to  this 
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country  and  his  descendauts  were  all  born  here.  Joseph  Talcott,  grandfather 
of  subject,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  married  in  his  native  state  to 
Miss  Mary  Thomas.  After  the  birth  of  all  his  children,  or  in  the  winter  of 
181(i,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  when  eighty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  the  Buckeye  State.  His  son,  Joseph  Talcott,  father  of 
subject,  was  born  in  the  Old  Baj^  State,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
married  in  that  state  to  Miss  Rebecca  Warren,  and  in  1816  came  with  his 
father  and  family  to  the  Buckeye  State,  being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Salem.  To  his  marriage  were  born  eleven  children,  three  of  whom  were  born 
after  moving  to  the  Ohio  wilderness.  They  were  named  as  follows :  Asa, 
Polly,  Martin,  Ezra  W.,  Eliza,  Eebecca,  Caroline,  William  C,  Silas  N., 
Armeria  M.  and  Asenath  Catherine.  Joseph  Talcott  and  family  remained  at 
Conneaut,  formerly  Salem,  Ohio,  about  one  year,  and  while  there  Salmon 
Swetland,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  who  was  an  expert  hunter  and  boatsmau, 
seeing  a  deer  swimming  the  lake,  jumped  into  a  skiff,  and  while  in  pursuit  of 
the  deer  was  overtaken  by  a  severe  storm  which  drove  him  rapidly  across 
Lake  Erie  to  Canada.  He  had  a  narrow  escape,  and  after  enduring  great 
hardships  made  his  way  home  by  way  of  Butfalo,  after  his  funeral  had  been  held. 
About  the  year  1817  Joseph  Talcott  moved  to  Madison,  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
settled  on  a  farm,  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life,  reaching  the 
age  of  about  eighty  years.  His  wife  lived  to  be  about  eighty-three  years  of 
age.  In  connection  with  farming  Mr.  Talcott  was  a  carpenter,  and  for  many 
years  a  singing  school  teacher.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old  Line  Whig.  He 
was  a  hard-working,  industrious  man,  who  reared  a  large  family  and  gave 
them  the  common  education  of  the  day.  He  was  well  known  for  his  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  his  career  was  upright 
and  honorable.  His  wife  was  first  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but 
later  became  a  Universalist.  William  C.  Talcott,  sou  of  the  above  and  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  December  25,  1815,  in  Dalton,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  but  an  infant  when  brought  by  his  parents  in  an  ox 
wagon  to  Ohio.  The  incidents  in  his  early  life  were  not  materially  different 
from  those  of  other  boys  living  on  farms  in  the  pioneer  country.  He  was 
trained  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do,  and  from  the  age  of  five 
until  about  ten  he  attended  the  poineer  log  school-house.  When  he  had 
reached  the  latter  age  his  father's  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  for  a  year 
and  a  half  after  that  he  made  his  home  with  one  of  his  neighbors.    From  that 
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time  ou  youug  Talcott  made  bis  own  way  iu  life,  aud  being  tlie  carver  of  liis 
own  destiny,  has  made  it  an  honorable  one.  For  some  time  he  lived  with 
another  neighbor,  a  widow,  Mrs.  Brewster,  who,  with  her  children,  was  very 
religious,  and  while  our  subject  earned  his  living  by  his  labor  on  the  farm, 
he  was  taught  religious  principles  with  the  aim  of  his  becoming  a  Presbyterian 
minister.  Here  he  began  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  under  Mrs.  Brewster's 
son,  who  had  attended  college  and  studied  theology.  This  son  afterwards 
became  an  adherent  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  or  Mormons,  that  doctrine  then 
being  preached  in  its  original  power  aud  simplicity  by  the  founder,  Joseph 
Smith,  and  his  disciples,  at  Kirtland,  Ohio.  When  seventeen  years  of  age 
Mr.  Talcott  attempted  to  gain  a  collegiate  education,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  entered  the  Western  Keserve  College  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  His  means 
being  limited  he  gave  up  the  idea  and  walked  back  to  Madison,  a  distance  of 
fifty  miles.  Soon  after  that  he  attended  Jefferson  Academy,  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  for  eight  months,  the  sons  of  Joshua  Giddings,  the  famous 
Ohio  statesman,  being  his  schoolmates.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  returning  to  Hudson  he  passed  a  good  examination  for  the  Freshman 
class,  and  was  encouraged  to  pursue  his  studies.  However,  he  gave  up  the 
idea  of  entering  the  ministry,  as  he  had  many  doubts  aud  could  not  consci- 
entiously preach  Oi'thodox  doctrine.  After  that  he  taught  school  iu  Madison, 
Ohio,  and  iu  1835  went  to  Union  Mills,  Indiana,  where  he  found  his  brother 
Ezra.  After  a  variety  of  experiences  he  went  to  Joliet,  Illiuois,  and  passed 
through  the  site  of  Valparaiso,  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  there  being  no 
signs  at  that  time  of  any  settlement.  After  three  months  he  returned  to 
Indiana  and  taught  school  iu  LaPorte  County,  where  he  learned  surveying  of 
one  of  the  early  surveyors.  Purchasing  his  instruments,  he  came  to  Porter 
County,  ludiana,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  aud  did  some  surveying.  Here  he 
met  the  original  proprietor  of  Valparaiso,  Benjamin  McCarty,  who  employed 
the  young  surveyor  to  lay  off  the  west  tier  of  blocks  of  the  old  survey,  and  the 
out-lots  on  the  west,  south  aud  east  of  the  old  survey.  He  was  appointed 
commissioner  by  the  county  surveyor,  to  select  swamp  lands  in  the  north  half 
of  Porter  County  as  the  property  of  the  state.  Wheu  he  began  surveying 
the  town  of  Valparaiso,  in  1837,  there  were  only  about  a  half  dozen  houses  in 
the  town.  The  following  winter  he  taught  school  in  the  Morgan  school-house, 
three  and  a  half  miles  northeast,  on  the  LaPorte  road.  The  school-house  was 
a  log  cabin  with  floor  of  bass-wood  bark,  rough  side  up,  stick  aud  mud  chim- 
ney, and  slab  beuches.     Among  his  scholars  was  Ann  Eiuker,  afterwards  the 
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wife  of  William  Stoddard  and  mother  of  Sheriff  Heber  Stoddard,  also  Joseph 
Kinker,  now  an  old  citizen  of  the  county.  The  Clines,  Billingses  and  Bells 
were  among  the  principal  families  in  his  district.  The  young  teacher  boarded 
with  Wilson  Malone,  and  carried  the  youngest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  then  four 
years  of  age,  in  his  arms  to  school  and  taught  her  to  read.  Simeon  Bell  was 
one  of  his  old  pupils,  also  James  Shinabarger  and  other  members  of  that 
family.  In  1837,  while  surveying,  he  also  rode  horseback  over  the  south  part 
of  Porter  County  as  tax  collector,  being  the  earliest  tax  collector  in  the  county. 
On  the  first  of  May,  1838,  Mr.  Talcott  was  married  four  miles  southeast  of 
Valparaiso,  to  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  James  and  Irene  (Ransom)  Luther. 
Mr.  Luther  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Porter  County,  and  came  originally 
from  the  Empire  State.  He  was  one  of  the  pi-omiuent  early  politicians  of  this 
county.  After  marriage  Mr.  Talcott  spent  the  summer  with  his  wife's  parents, 
on  the  farm,  and  the  next  winter  taught  the  school  in  the  Lutheran  district. 
For  a  period  of  four  years  Mr.  Talcott  laid  out  and  surveyed  all  the  roads  in 
this  county,  having  been  appointed  by  the  state  legislature  in  the  winter  of 
1837-8  as  surveyor  of  state  roads  through  Porter  County,  and  commissioner 
of  several  roads.  In  1837  his  natural  inclination  to  theology  induced  him  to 
begin  preaching  the  Gospel  in  LaPorte  County,  and  in  1840  he  was  ordained 
at  Valparaiso  a  Universalist  minister,  laboring  among  the  people  in  this  cause 
for  about  ten  years.  In  1840  he  moved  to  Valparaiso,  and  while  preaching 
employed  his  leisure  moments  in  reading  law,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
practiced  this  profession.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  by  Lieut. -Gov.  Dunning 
the  Probate  Judge  of  Porter  County  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Nathaniel  Campbell.  Having  completed  the  term,  he  was  elected  by 
the  people  for  a  term  of  four  years,  but  after  completing  three  j-ears  he 
resigned  and  became  a  candidate  for  the  state  legislature,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  William  M.  Harrison,  but  failed  to  be  elected  on 
account  of  his  temperance  views.  In  1843  Judge  Talcott  brought  the  first 
printing  oflice  to  Valparaiso,  and  leased  it  to  James  H.  Castle,  who  published 
"The  Republican,"  the  first  newspaper  in  Valparaiso.  This  was  intended  to 
be  a  weekly  newspaper,  but  its  publication  was  semi-occasional.  In  1844 
Judge  Talcott  sold  this  office  to  William  M.  Harrison,  who  founded  a  Demo- 
cratic paper  the  same  year,  called  "The  Western  Ranger."  This  year  Judge 
Talcott's  attention  was  called  to  the  confusion  of  the  English  language,  and 
he  originated  a  system  of  phonetic  spelling,  with  both  written  and  printed 
characters,  and  in  this  style  published  in   "The  Western  Ranger,"  in  the  fall 
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of  1844,  an  extract  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  This  was  before 
he  had  seen  or  known  of  Pittman's  publications  in  England.  From  1845  to 
1847  Judge  Talcott  lived  in  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
an  industrial  association  on  the  co-operative  plan,  which  was  not  a  success  on 
account  of  financial  reasons.  He  also  established  a  newspaper  in  South  Bend 
in  1846,  called  "  The  Spirit  of  Reform,"  which  was  in  existence  only  a  few 
months.  In  the  spring  of  1847  the  Judge  returned  to  Valparaiso  and  bought 
a  half  interest  in  "The  Western  Ranger,"  which  he  conducted  in  company 
with  Mr.  Harrison  for  two  years.  After  this  he  bought  out  Mr.  Harrison  and 
changed  the  name  to  "  The  Practical  Observer,"  which  he  conducted  in  the 
interests  of  anti-slavery  principles,  although  he  was  at  that  time  a  Democrat, 
and  the  paper  was  in  the  interests  of  that  party.  When  the  Kansas  trouble 
broke  out  and  the  new  Republican  party  began  to  be  talked  about,  Judge  Tal- 
cott became  one  of  the  principal  supporters  and  founders,  and  he  might  well 
be  called  the  father  of  the  Republican  party  in  Porter  County.  After  con- 
ducting this  paper  for  ten  years  Judge  Talcott  sold  out  to  Dr.  Cameron,  who 
changed  the  name  to  "The  Republican,"  and  the  judge  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  office  he  held  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people  for  twelve  years.  After  this  he  practiced  law  in  Valparaiso  until  1872. 
This  year  he  bought  "The  Vidette"  and  "Republican,"  two  papers  which 
had  been  consolidated.  Shortly  afterward  he  took  as  a  partner  his  sou, 
Charles  R.  Talcott,  and  "  The  Vidette  "  was  continued  in  this  manner  until 
some  time  in  the  '80s,  when  the  judge  sold  his  interest  to  his  son.  The  latter 
conducted  the  paper  alone  about  a  year,  when  the  judge  again  bought  the 
property  and  conducted  it  for  some  time.  He  established  a  daily  paper,  "  The 
Porter  County  Vidette,"  which  he  carried  on  for  five  years,  but  in  1888  he 
sold  out  his  newspaper  interests.  In  1890  he  re-purchased  one-half  interest 
in  "The  Vidette,"  with  Capt.  Chas.  E.  Welty  as  partner,  to  whom  he  sold  out 
in  March,  1894.  "  The  Vidette  "  has  ever  been  strictly  Republican,  a  fearless 
advocate  of  advanced  views,  and  the  vanguard  of  all  reforms.  It  has  never 
hesitated  to  express  the  truth,  has  ever  been  a  leading  paper,  and  has  the 
largest  patronage  of  any  weekly  paper  in  the  county.  It  is  the  oldest  paper 
in  the  county.  To  the  Judge  and  Mrs.  Talcott  have  been  born  three  living 
children,  all  boys:  Henry  W.,  Joseph  F.  and  Charles  R.  Throughout  his 
long  life  Judge  Talcott  has  been  a  man  of  industrious  and  economical  habits, 
and  has  accumulated  a  handsome  property.  At  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years  he  is  still  able   to   attend  to   business    and  come  regularly  to  the  office. 
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For  mauy  years  he  has  contributed  phonetic  notes  to  the  "  Vidette,"  and  is  a 
firm  believer  that  the  spelling  of  the  English  language  will  finally  be  reformed. 
His  religious  views  are :  That  the  Worshipful  Divinity,  however  variously 
idealized,  is  the  goodness,  intellect  and  power  manifest  in  life  as  seen  in  facts 
or  contemplated  in  the  faith  of  spiritual  life.  That  proper  understanding  of 
this  matter  naturally  prompts  our  reverence,  love  and  service  of  this  excel- 
lence at  once  both  human  and  divine.  That  providence  in  life  has  always 
done  and  will  in  future  always  do  its  utmost  in  behalf  of  pleasure  and  to  make 
the  least  pain.  That  ills  exist  because  volition  with  best  possible  direction  is 
thus  far  unable  to  control  involuntary  tendencies  of  really  beginningless 
causation  so  as  to  prevent  them,  but  the  utmost  efforts  of  our  Gracious  Provi- 
dence for  such  relief  is  always  made.  That  death  is  just  the  same  to  man  as 
to  the  lower  animals — an  end  of  consciousness  • — but  he  is  cheerfully  resigned 
to  this,  not  only  as  a  fate  to  which  we  should  resign  ourselves,  but  as  a  state 
which,  while  it  promises  no  future  glory  to  ourself,  has  this  fair  compensation 
that  it  leaves  one  free  of  apprehension  for  the  sad  fate  of  the  lost.  And  yet 
he  sees  an  after-death  arraignment  before  the  sacred  bar  of  public  sentiment, 
and  retribution  there  rewarded  of  the  measure  of  esteem  or  disesteem  the 
course  of  life  has  really  engendered  to  endure  indefinitely.  He  regards  the 
Bible  as  a  fallible  but  sacred,  venerable,  valuable  book,  consisting  of  some 
mythological  traditions  as  to  how  the  world  began,  prehistoric  stories  of  some 
early  times,  imperfect  history  of  ancient  nations  and  religions,  proverbs, 
songs,  prophecies,  and  a  foundation  for  the  Christian  system.  Christianity, 
he  thinks,  had  two  prime  features:  A  faith  about  future  life,  and  a  rule  of 
social  practice.  Christian  faith  about  the  future  was  that  the  appointed  time 
for  Daniel's  dream  about  the  resurrection,  day  of  judgment  and  eternal  retri- 
bution to  take  place  490  years  from  Daniel's  time  was  nearly  out,  and  that 
great  crisis  sure  to  come  in  that  then  present  generation,  to  occur  immediately 
after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  This  phase  of  the  system,  varying  but 
little  from  the  prevalent  ideas  of  the  world  about  the  after-death  condition, 
and  so  of  but  small  importance,  failed,  he  reverently  thinks,  as  dreams  are 
likely  to;  but  that  great  Christian  practical  idea  of  ignoring  sacrifices,  forms 
and  ceremonies,  and  resolving  human  duty  into  doing  as  one  naturally  wishes 
to  be  done  by,  although  its  progress  in  adoption  has  been  very  slow,  entitles 
its  originator  to  immortal  honor. 
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HON,  JOHN  C.  RICHTER. 

In  giviug  a  history  of  the  prominent  men  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana, 
the  biographical  department  of  this  work  would  be  incomplete  without  men- 
tioning the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  for,  although  j-oung  in 
years,he  is  deservedly  ranked  among  the  representative  and  influential  men  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Richter  is  at  present  representative  from  LaPorte  County, 
and  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  the  youngest  member  of  the  Indiana 
Legislature.  Although  but  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  his  birth  occurring  in 
LaPorte,  May  29,  1865,  he  has  already  won  a  reputation  second  to  but  few 
in  the  county.  He  has  inherited  the  perseverance  and  industry  of  his 
Teutonic  ancestors,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  has  conducted  himself  in  an  up- 
right and  honorable  manner.  His  parents,  John  and  Sophia  (Klocksiem) 
Richter,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of 
whom  survive.  The  eldest  of  these  children,  our  subject,  graduated  from  the 
high  school  of  LaPorte  in  1883,  and  from  the  law  department  of  University 
of  Michigan  in  1886.  Removing  to  the  Sunflower  State  he  practiced  law  there 
for  a  time,  but  was  again  attracted  to  his  old  home  in  1888.  There  his  bril- 
liant attainments  were  immediately  recognized  by  his  election  to  the  office  of 
deputy  prosecutor  of  his  district,  and  the  reputation  acquired  in  this  field 
marked  him  as  the  most  promising  to  reduce  the  old-time  Democratic  majority 
for  which  La  Porte  County  has  always  been  noted.  In  this  campaign  Mr. 
Richter's  strong  personality  asserted  itself,  and  he  succeeded  in  defeating  his 
Democratic  opponent  by  a  plurality  of  172,  although  the  previous  presidential 
campaign  had  given  President  Cleveland  a  plurality  of  over  1.100.  Mr. 
Richter  is  a  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  41,  X.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is 
strong  in  body  and  mind,  and  his  friends  predict  for  him  a  still  more  brilliant 
future. 
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HON,  ROBERT   GREGORY. 

From  the  biography  of  every  man  may  be  gleaned  some  lessons  of  genuine 
■worth,  and  the  life  of  Robert  Gregory  had  been  marked  by  all  that  goes  to 
make  up  useful  and  noble  manhood,  and  in  him  is  the  material  of  which  useful 
citizens  are  made.  Of  Irish  parentage,  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in 
Antrim,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  March  11,  1844.  His  parents,  Johnston 
and  Hannah  (Heri-on)  Gregory,  immigrated  to  this  country  about  1850  and 
for  one  year  thereafter  resided  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  then  moved  to  Tippeca- 
noe County,  Indiana,  where  they  resided  until  1859.  They  next  took  up  they 
residence  at  Reynold's  Station,  White  County,  Indiana.  While  residing  in 
Tippecanoe  County,  the  father  followed  the*  calling  of  a  merchant  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lafayette,  and  later  carried  on  the  same  occupation  in  White 
County.  In  18G7  he  moved  to  Mattoou,  Illinois,  but  in  1878  returned  to 
Indiana,  and  for  some  time  made  his  home  with  his  son  Robert,  but  is  now  re- 
siding with  a  nephew  in  the  city  of  Chicago  and  is  in  his  78th  year.  Three 
members  of  the  Gregory  family  went  to  England  at  the  time  of  the  Danish 
invasion,  and  one  of  the  name  was  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  at 
the  battle  of  the  Boyne.  Robert  Gregory  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Battle  Ground  Institute.  When  the  Civil  War  came 
up,  he  enlisted,  in  August,  1861,  fi'om  White  County,  in  Company  F,  27th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  shouldering  a  musket  went  to  the  front  with  the  regi- 
ment in  September  of  that  year.  He  was  in  the  engagements  at  Winchester, 
Cedar  Mountain,  and  numerous  skirmishes,  and  after  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
in  which  he  also  took  part,  he  was  transferred  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
United  States  Engineer  Corps  in  September,  1862,  where  he  remained  until 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  taking  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville,  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  186-1:,  while  at  Petersburg,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  White  County,  Indiana.  He  remained  several 
months  with  his  parents,  and  then  decided  to  cross  the  ocean  and  to  visit  the  land 
of  his  birth,  where  he  remained  ten  months.  Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  (now  Senator)  David  Turpie,  at  Monticello,  as 
a  student  and  clerk,  and  after  reading  law  with   this   gentleman   for  several 
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years,  he  was  taken  in  as  a  partner.  Later  he  practiced  in  Monticello  alone 
until  the  spring  of  1875,  when  he  changed  his  quarters  to  Lafayette  and  be- 
came the  legal  associate  of  James  R.  Carnahan,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1879,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  to  the  home  of  his  youth, 
where  he  remained  until  November,  1891,  and  then  moved  to  Hammond,  of 
which  city  he  has  since  been  a  successful  legal  practioner  and  an  enterprising 
and  public  spirited  citizen.  He  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  been  in  the  political  arena  off  and  on  since  1866, 
and  in  1872  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority  to  represent  White  and  Ben- 
ton Counties  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  ten  years  later  occupied  the  position 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Judicial  District,  composed  of 
White  and  Carroll  Counties.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  City 
Attorney  for  the  city  of  Hammond,  which  position  he  has  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  the  enterprising  city  he  represents  in  litigations.  He  is  finely 
educated  and  conversant  on  all  the  leading  tojncs  of  the  day;  and  in  addition 
to  being  one  of  Hammond's  leading  lawyers,  he  has  few  equals  in  the  State  as 
a  raconteur,  the  stories  being  always  witty  and  to  the  point.  His  spirit  of 
Democracy  is  imbibed  largely  from  his  late  law  partner,  Senator  Turpie, 
whom  he  holds  in  the  highest  regard.  Mr.  Gregory  is  well  known  througl^- 
out  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  of  everybody  of  promi- 
nence connected  with  politics  or  law.  He  attends  all  the  State  Conventions 
and  a  great  many  of  tlie  National  Conventions  as  well.  He  was  married  at 
Monticello,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1867,  to  Miss  Margaret  Markle. 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Markle,  her  parents  being  on  her  father's 
side  Germans,  and  on  her  mother's  Scotch-Irish.  He  has  an  interesting  fam- 
ily: Misses  Jessie  and  Estella,  and  Masters,  R.  Clifton  and  Charles  Stuart.  His 
daughters  are  married, — Jessie  to  Dr.  William  H.  Bohart,  of  Chicago,  and 
Estella  to  John  Kreuter,  an  enterprising  and  leading  lawyer  of  Hammond, 
Indiana.  The  present  Gregoi'y  family  are  descendants  of  the  O'Hallorans  of 
Irish  Revolutionary  fame,  one  of  the  insurgents,  being  a  chief  of  Ireland  of 
the  Revolution  of  1798. 
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HON.  ISAAC  P.  GRAY. 

Hon.  Isaac  P.  Gray,  promiueut  in  State  and  National  politics,  was  Loru 
October  18,  1828,  in  Chester  County,  Peuusylvauia,  and  is  a  sou  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Worthington)  Gray.  His  ancestors  were  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  or  more  commonly  known  as  Quakers,  his  great-grandfather  com- 
ing with  William  Penn  from  England.  Keceiving  but  a  common  school 
education  in  youth,  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  New  Madison, 
Ohio,  removed  to  Union  City,  Indiana,  in  1855,  where  he  continued  merchan- 
dising, but  later  began  the  practice  of  law,  having  previously  qualified  him- 
self for  that  profession.  During  the  War  of  Scession,  he  commanded  the 
Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry  for  a  time,  but  ill  health  necessitated  his  withdrawal 
from  an  active  military  career,  and  returning  home  he  helped  recruit  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry.  Until  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  partj-  Col.  Gray  was  a  Whig.  As  a  Republican  he  was  defeated 
for  Congress  in  1866,  but  two  years  later  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
where  he  served  four  years.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  minister  to  the 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  but  declined  the  honor.  In  1871  his 
political  views  underwent  a  change,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  an  active 
Democrat.  He  was  nominated  by  acclamation  and  elected  lieutenant-governor 
in  1876,  and  upon  the  death  of  James  D.  Williams  became  governor  of  the 
State.  As  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  in  1884,  he  was  nominated 
for  governor  of  the  State  by  acclamation  on  the  first  ballot,  and  upon  election 
gave  it  an  excellent  administration.  For  the  past  two  presidential  terms  he 
has  been  prominently  mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  either  tiie  first  or  second 
place  on  the  Democratic  presidential  ticket,  but  the  uncertain  game  of  politics 
has  decided  in  each  instance  in  favor  of  others.  By  appointment  of  President 
Cleveland,  in  1893,  he  became  minister  to  Mexico.  Gov.  Gray  is  a  man  of 
unquestioned  ability  and  of  unbounded  ambition.  He  married  Miss  Eliza 
Jaqaa  in  1850,  and  to  this  union  there  are  two  living  children. 
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1/ 
DR.  E.  A.  EDMONDS. 

The  profession  of  medicine,  while  a  very  inviting  field  for  the  student 
and  the  humanitarian,  is  one  that  demands  much  self-denial  and  the  exercise 
of  repression  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  ordinary  methods  of  advancing  one's 
interests.  It  is  one  of  the  noblest  professions,  one  of  the  most  beneficial  to 
mankind,  the  profession  of  all  professions,  which,  while  it  is  prosecuted  for 
gain,  is  in  its  very  nature  nearest  to  beneficent  charity.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  followers  of  this  noble  calling  in  Porter  County,  Indiana,  is 
Dr.  E.  A.  Edmonds,  who  is  a  successful  follower  of  Homeopathy.  He  was 
born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  August  1-1-,  1850,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Eliza- 
beth (Middaugh)  Edmonds,  natives  of  Ohio,  also;  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  the 
eighty-first  Ohio  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1862,  and  died  in  North  Carolina  in 
1865.  The  mother  died  in  Hebron,  Indiana.  Dr.  E.  A.  Edmonds  was  the  eldest  of 
their  six  children  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio, 
after  which  he  followed  various  occupations  for  a  time.  Being  desirous  of 
following  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  set  himself  diligently   to  the   task  of 

preparation,  and  after  studying  for  some  time  with  Dr.— ,  of  Columbus 

Gi"ove,  Ohio,  he  entered  the  Homeopathic  College  of  Chicago,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1882.  He  has  been  a  resident  and  practitioner  of  Porter 
County  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  has  built  up  a  practice  during  this  time 
which  speaks  eloquently  as  to  the  faith  the  people  have  in  his  knowledge  of 
his  calling  and  his  ability  to  relieve  the  ailments  of  flesh  to  which  suffering 
humanity  is  heir.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  order  at 
Crown  Point,  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  politically  has  always 
been  a  staunch  Republican,  as  was  his  worthy  father  before  him.  On  the  2d 
day  of  July,  1871,  he  united  his  fortunes  with  those  of  Margaret  Anderson, 
of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  one  child:  Herschel  T.,  born  April  11, 
1872.  The  latter  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hebron,  and  is  now 
a  student  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  where  his  record  as 
a  faithful,  painstaking  and  intelligent  student  is  of  the  best.  He  gives  every 
promise  of  becoming  eminent  in  his  profession,  and  his  successful  future  is 
without  doubt  assured.  The  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  sire,  he  can  do  no  better 
than  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  progenitor. 
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PROF.   H.  N.  CARVER. 

The  rapid  advancement  made  of  late  in  matters  pertaining  to  popular 
•education  is  due  in  no  small  part  to  the  brilliant  leaders  who  have  risen  here 
and  there,  and  who  have  dedicated  their  labors  and  energies  to  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  school  interests  of  their  respective  States.  Among  these  stands  the 
name  of  Prof.  H.  N.  Carver,  who  is  now  in  the  classical  department  of  the 
Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  which  position  he  holds  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  He  is  of  English-German  descent  and  of  old  Revolutionary  stock. 
His  grandfather,  Henry  Carver,  a  Hessian,  was  working  in  his  father's  field 
when  a  boy,  and  was  seized  by  a  recruiting  party  of  German  soldiers  and 
made  to  serve  in  the  American  Revolution.  He  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
at  that  time,  and  being  small  for  his  years  was  made  a  fifer.  He  served  in 
the  war,  and  after  cessation  of  hostilities,  like  many  other  Hessian  soldiers, 
remained  in  this  country.  He  married  a  Miss  Mitchell,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  subsequently  settled  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio.  This  was  in  1814,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  that  county.  He  became  a  sub- 
stantial and  respected  citizen,  reared  an  intelligent  and  happy  family,  and 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  In  religion  he  was  a  Quaker  and 
in  politics  a  strong  Abolitionist,  being  connected  with  the  underground  rail- 
road. His  son,  Abuer  Carver,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Harri- 
son County,  Ohio,  and,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  became  a 
prosperous  farmer.  He  was  also  a  Quaker  in  his  religious  views.  It  is  known 
that  this  branch  of  the  Carver  family  was  of  the  old  Puritan  English  stock 
that  fled  from  England  to  Holland  before  the  Pilgrims  landed  in  America. 
Abner  Carver  married  Miss  Eliza  Norris,  and  two  sons  were  born  to  this 
union,  Harrison  N.  and  Thomas  P.,  both  of  whom  served  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  War.  Prof.  H.  N.  Carver,  our  subject,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  born  in  Harrison  County,  January  2,  1842.  During  the  early  part  of 
his  days  he  assisted  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  district  school  in  which  he 
received  a  fair  education.  Later  he  attended  the  Western  Reserve  College  in 
Ohio,  but  on  the  11th  of  July,  1862,  he  flung  aside  his  books  and  enlisted  in 
Co.  F,  ninety-eighth  Ohio  Vol.  Inft,  and  served  three  years,  or  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  honorably  discharged  in  August,  1865.  He  participated  in 
0 
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the  battles  of  Perryville,  Chickamauga,  tlie  Atlauta  Campaigu,  aud  on  Sher- 
man's March  to  the  Sea.  He  was  also  in  the  return  march  to  Washington 
and  present  at  the  Grand  Review.  During  his  service  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  in  1863.  He  was  neither  sick  nor  wounded, 
came  out  of  the  army  in  excellent  health,  aud  after  returning  to  his  native 
State  returned  to  his  books,  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Lebanon  for  one 
year.  Following  this  he  was  a  teacher  of  Greek  and  Latin  for  six  years,  after 
which  he  taught  a  private  school  at  Medina,  Ohio,  for  five  years.  In  1879  he 
came  to  Valparaiso  as  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  here  he  has  since  re- 
mained. His  classes  have  an  average  attendance  of  about  three  hundred 
students  and  he  annually  graduates  a  large  class.  He  was  married  in  1868  to 
Miss  Mary  Dickey,  aud  there  are  four  living  children:  Kate,  Thomas  H., 
Adda  B.,  and  George.  Mrs.  Carver  died  in  18S5.  Prof.  Carver  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  a  Quaker  in  religious  beliefs. 


-•••••- 


/^ 


HON.   MORTIMER   NYE. 

The  bar  of  Indiana  has  won  an  enviable  name  all  over  the  coimtry  for 
the  erudition,  success  and  coiirtesy  of  its  members,  many  of  whom  have 
achieved  national  reputation  for  their  ability  and  a  correct  apprehension  of 
what  pertains  to  the  profession.  Among  those  who  stand  deservedly  high, 
not  only  as  a  successful,  shrewd  and  learned  legal  practitioner,  but  as  a 
political  and  social  leader  of  national  reputation,  is  Hon.  Mortimer  Nye, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  the 
Buckeye  State,  his  birth  occurring  at  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  November  12,  1838. 
He  is  a  thorough  and  climated  Hoosier,  having  cast  his  lot  with  tliat  State  at 
an  earl)'  age,  when  his  parents,  Ira  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Pardee)  Nye,  removed 
to  LaPorte  County.  Ira  C.  Nye  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  a  calling  which  he 
followed  with  reasonable  success  in  Springville,  LaPorte  County,  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  native  of  Tolland,  Connecticut,  born  March  22,  1813,  while 
his  wife  was  a  native  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  born  January  20,  1818,  and 
both  were    called  from  this  life  while  residing  in  LaPorte.     Of  a  familv  of 
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eleven  children  given  to  this  worthy  couple,  five  of  whom  survive,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  His  initiatory  training 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  LaPorte  County,  and  being  a  youtli  of 
good  judgment  he  made  the  most  of  the  opportunities  offered  him,  applied 
himself  diligently  to  his  studies,  but  by  no  means  at  the  expense  of 
needed  and  necessary  exercise.  In  this  manner  he  attained  early  manhood, 
and  as  his  ambition  had  been  from  the  first  to  become  a  lawyer,  he  soon  after 
graduating  from  the  high  school  entered  upon  his  legal  studies  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Farrand,  a  former  prominent  practitioner  of  LaPorte,  now  de- 
ceased. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1862,  after  which  he  became  associ- 
ated in  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his  former  preceptor  and  thus  con- 
tinued until  1869.  From  that  time  up  to  the  present  he  has  practiced  alone, 
and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  occupied  his  present  quarters  in  the 
Scott  building,  804  Main  street.  Mr.  Nye's  political  career  began  in  1873. 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Mayor  of  LaPorte,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  two  terms  in  succession.  In  1883  he  was  again  prevailed  upon  to 
serve  in  that  capacity,  and  again  served  for  two  terms,  when  he  declined  re- 
election. Among  the  other  positions  to  which  his  ability  has  called  him, 
and  which  he  has  filled  with  uniform  success,  are  those  of  county  attorney, 
member  of  the  city  school  board,  and  as  elector  on  the  Cleveland  and  Hend- 
ricks ticket  in  1884,  for  which  positions  he  received  a  larger  vote  than  any 
of  his  colleagues,  and  he  was  additionally  honored  by  being  chosen  as  mes- 
senger to  convey  the  vote  of  the  State  to  Washington.  "When  the  legislature 
provided  for  the  Supreme  Court  Commission  he  was  elected  as  one  of  its 
members.  In  1893  the  people  of  his  party  having  confidence  in  his  Dem- 
ocracy, believing  in  his  integrity  and  capability,  and  that  the  honor  was  due 
to  the  Northwestern  part  of  the  State,  prevailed  upon  him  to  enter  the 
gubernatorial  race.  A  popular  demand  for  a  farmer  lost  for  him  the  first 
place,  but  though  unsuccessful  in  securing  this  position  upon  the  ticket,  the 
power  of  his  social  qualities,  his  utmost  good  feeliiig,  and  the  utter  absence 
of  jealousy  on  his  part  and  also  that  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  the  signal  suc- 
cess of  his  reception  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  made  him  practically  the  only  man 
in  the  field  when  it  came  to  the  second  place.  Jlr.  Nye  was  made  the 
nominee  of  his  party  for  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  nomination  was  ratified 
by  the  people  at  the  election  in  1893.  In  this  important  position  Mr.  Nye 
has  been  noted  for  clearness  and  careful  consideration  in  all  his  rulings,  and 
for  firmness  in  his  decisions.     On  the   18th  of  April,  1871,   Mr.   Nye  was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  T.  Meeker,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Meeker,  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of  LaPorte,  who  passed 
away  February  22,  1876.  Two  chiklreu  have  been  born  of  this  marriage: 
Daniel,  born  June  28,  1872,  conducts  a  prosperous  insurance  business  in  his 
father's  office,  and  Laura  M.,  born  March  15,  1875,  is  a  student  in  an  excel- 
lent institution  atNorwalk,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Nye's  readiness  in  debate,  his  keen, 
analytical  mind  and  his  undoubted  ability,  make  him  one  of  the  foremost 
men  of  his  State  and  has  enhanced  his  popularity  as  a  national  character. 
He  is  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  career,  and  the  future  promises  to  advance 
him  far  up  the  height  of  preferment,  his  talents  and  personal  popularity  giv- 
ing every  assurance  of  a  life  in  a  wider  and  broader  sphere  of  prominence 
and  distinction. 


'••••- 


CAPT.  JOHN  W.    ELAM. 

The  facility  with  which  the  American  soldier  laid  down  the  implements 
of  warfare  at  the  close  of  the  great  conflict  between  the  Northern  and  South- 
ern States,  and  adapted  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  has  been  the 
wonder  of  all  nations,  and  scarcely  less  surprising  than  gratifying  to  the 
American  people  themselves.  While  not  a  few  very  profound  citizens  of  the 
Republic  were  speculating  as  to  what  was  to  become  of  the  thousands  of  men 
mustered  out  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  the  question  was  solved  by 
the  ex-soldiers  themselves,  who  quietly  stepped  into  the  ordinary  walks  of 
life,  to  become  the  very  flower  of  American  citizenship  and  the  chief  promot- 
ers of  a  national  progress  which  is  without  a  parallel  in  history.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  one  who  donned  the  blue  uniform  and  fought  bravely 
for  the  old  flag,  serving  with  distinction  for  over  three  years  iu  the  Rebellion. 
He  is  now  the  popular  and  efficient  Auditor  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  a 
citizen  whose  uprightness  and  honesty  ai-e  above  reproach.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Elam,  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  but  at  an  eai-ly  day 
moved  to  the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  was  among  the  pioneers.  Later  he 
moved  to  Logan  Countj^,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
John  Elam,  his  sou,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  grew  to  mature  years 
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in  Logan  Couuty,  Ohio,  and  was  there  married.      As  early  as   1830  he  went 
to  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  among  the  very  first  white  settlers. 
He  was  Indian  Agent  for  the  Government  and  had  charge  of  the  Government 
mill  and  the  distribution  of  flour  and  supplies  to  the  Pottawottamie  Indians. 
As  his  family  had  remained  in  Ohio  he  sent  for  tliera  to  come  out,  but  before 
their  arrival  he  sickened  and  died,  and  was  buried  by  the  Indians.      He  was 
the  father  of  seven  children:    Abijah,  John,  James,  Amanda,  Sarah,  Mahala 
and   Emeline.      His   sou  John,    father  of    our  subject,    was   born    in    Logan 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  the 
family,  in  an  ox  wagon,  to  Fulton   County,   Indiana.      They  came   by  way  of 
Black  Swamp  in  Ohio,  and  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  often  were  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  dense  forest.      When  about   a  day's  journey  from 
Lake  Manitou,  in  Fulton  County,  where  the  father  was   running  the  first  mill 
in  that   county,  a  party   of  Pottawottamie   Indians  met  the  family  with  the 
information  that  the  father  was  dead.      They  went  on,  and  settled   on  a  half 
section  of  land  about  a  mile  from  the  above  mentioned  lake.     This  land  is  still 
owned  by  a  member  of  this  family.     The  boys  began  clearing  up  and  improv- 
ing a  farm,  a  log  house  having  been  erected  by  the  father,  and  here  grew  to 
mature   years.       The   father    of  our  subject   married    in  Vevay,    Switzerland 
County,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  and  about  that  time 
he  became  a  steamboat  pilot  on  the  Ohio  River,  continuing  the  same  for  several 
years  afterwards.     Returning  to  the  old  homestead  in  Fulton  County,  he  there 
resided  until  his  death  in  187-1,  when  fifty-seven  years  of  age.     He  was  a  sub- 
stantial farmer,  and  held  a  number  of  local  ofiices,  township  trustee,  justice  of 
the   peace,  etc.      In    politics  he  was  formerly  a  Whig,   but  later   joined  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  remained  the  balance  of  his 
days.      He  was  active   in   political  matters,  but  did  not  aspire  to  office.      His 
marriage  resulted  in  the    birth  of  the    following  children:    Josephine,   died 
when  about  thirty  years  of  age;  Job,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  John  W. 
and  Mary.      Mr.  Elam  was  a  successful  and  prosperous  business  man  and  was 
one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Rochester,  Indiana.      He  ran  a  stage  line  from 
Logansport  to  Plymouth,  Indiana,  in  the  fifties,  and  inti'oducing  the  first  saw 
mill  in  the  county,  ran  it  for  some  time.      During  the  war  he  established  a 
supply  store  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.      He  gave  all  his  children  good  educa- 
tional advantages.     John  W.  Elam,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,   was  born  on 
the  old  Elam  homestead  in  Fulton  County,  May  29,  1841,  and  from  the  time 
he   reached  that  period  of   life  when    his    physical   strength  was  sufiicient  to 
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enable  liim  to  wielil  the  implemeuts  of  husbandry,  he  was  taught  to  work. 
He  received  his  primary  education  in  the  district  school,  and  supplemented 
the  same  by  attending  the  high  school  at  Rochester,  Indiana,  and  the  Valpa- 
raiso Male  and  Female  College.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  left  school,  and 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  87th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private.  His 
regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in  July,  1862,  and  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Kentucky,  and  several  severe  skir- 
mishes. He  saw  much  hard  service  during  the  winter  of  1862  and  1868,  and 
in  the  summer  of  the  latter  year  his  regiment  was  engaged  in  building  forti- 
fications about  Murfreesboro  and  in  expeditions  of  General  Rosecrans'  army. 
Later  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge;  Siege 
of  Atlanta,  which  was  a  continuous  battle  from  May  10  to  September  1,  the 
prominent  engagements  of  the  same  being  Buzzard's  Roost,  Snake  Creek  Gap, 
Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta,  Jonesboro  and  the  return  march  of 
Hood  to  Dalton,  Georgia.  Up  to  this  time  his  regiment  was  in  the  corps  of 
"  Pap  Thomas,"  who  was  assigned  to  take  care  of  Hood's  army,  General  Davis 
succeeding  him  in  command  of  lith  Corps  and  went  with  General  Sherman  on 
his  famous  mai'ch  to  the  Sea,  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Savannah  and  in 
many  skirmishes.  Later  he  went  from  Bentonville,  North  Carolina,  to  Golds- 
boro,  that  State,  and  he  was  engaged  in  a  battle  at  Smithfield,  North  Cai'o- 
lina,  which  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  war.  He  attended  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington.  On  the  organization  of  the  regiment,  Mr.  Elam  was  made 
Orderly  Sergeant,  and  on  the  2d  of  January,  1863,  he  was  made  Second 
Lieutenant.  Still  later,  or  in  December,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Captain,  holding  that  position  until  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was 
assigned  to  detached  service,  in  command  of  1st  battalion,  which  was  com- 
posed of  ten  companies.  Pioneer  Brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
For  five  months  he  was  in  this  command  and  returned  to  his  company  as  Cap- 
tain. He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Washington  June  10, 1865.  Although  he 
saw  much  hard  service  and  had  several  severe  sick  spells,  he  was  never  in  other 
than  a  field  hospital.  When  on  the  March  to  the  Sea  Captain  Elam  had  a 
severe  fever,  and  was  put  in  an  ambulance.  When  the  surgeon  made  his 
rounds  to  place  the  soldiers  who  were  likely  to  die  during  the  night  by  them- 
selves, he  said  to  the  driver  of  the  ambulance  in  which  Mr.  Elam  lay,  "  This 
officer  will  die  to-night;  drive  him  over  to  the  death  corral."  The  Captain 
overheard  him,  and  the  next  morning  was  much  better.  After  returning  home, 
Captain  Elam  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  in   Rochester,  Indiana,  and 
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in  1866  married  Miss  Freelove  White,  daughter  of  Theron  and  Salina  (Hor- 
ton)  White.  To  the  Captain  and  wife  have  been  born  four  living  children: 
Marion,  Salina,  Warren  and  Ray.  In  1867  Captain  Elam  moved  to  Valpa- 
raiso and  embarked  in  the  dry  goods  business  as  a  clerk.  In  1876  he  was 
appointed  postal  mail  clerk  on  the  fast  mail  train  by  James  M.  Tanner,  Post- 
master-General, and  served  in  that  capacity  eleven  years,  his  run  being  from 
Cleveland  to  Chicago  and  all-night  service.  In  1886  he  was  elected  Auditor 
of  Porter  County  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  so  ably  and  satisfactorily  did 
he  fill  that  position  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1890.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Knight 
of  Pythias,  Keeper  of  Records  and  Seals,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  been  commander  of 
his  post  and  officer  of  tlie  day.  He  has  also  been  senior  vice-department 
commander  of  State  and  aid-de-camp  on  General  Vezzy's  staff,  ex-commander- 
in-chief  G.  A.  R.,  and  held  the  same  office  on  the  staff  of  General  A.  G. 
Weisert.  Captain  Elam  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county 
and  has  many  warm  friends. 


>  •  ••  < 


GERRITT  S.  VAN  DEUSEN. 

That  independent  spirit,  that  enterprise,  push,  industry  and  determina- 
tion necessary  to  a  successful  career  in  any  business  are  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  high  reputation  and  wide 
acquaintance  in  social  and  business  circles  stamp  him  as  a  gentleman 
with  whom  business  relations  must  be  pleasant  and  profitable  to  all  con- 
•cerned.  His  parents,  Robert  R.  and  Elvira  (Stewart)  Van  Deusen,  were 
born  in  Greenbush,  New  York,  in  1809,  and  Madison  County,  New  York, 
April  10,  1814,  respectively,  the  former  being  of  Dutch  descent  and  able  to 
trace  his  ancestry  back  to  the  eleventh  century.  He  was  a  legal  practitioner 
in  Madison  County,  New  York,  for  many  years,  but  removed  to  Michigan 
City,  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  pro- 
fession until  June  9,  1879,  when  he  was  killed  while  boarding  a  train  in  Chi- 
cago. His  marriage  with  Miss  Stewart  took  place  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  May  24,  1837,  and  this  lady,  who  was  descended  from  an  ancient 
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Scotcb  family,  survived  her  busbaud  about  tbirteen  years,  dying  Januar}'  30^ 
1891.  Their  uuion  resulted  in  the  birth  of  an  old  fashioned  family  of  eleven 
children:  Stewart  A.,  of  New  York  City;  Henry  C. ;  Arthur  E. ;  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Weaver  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Briggs,  of  Colorado;  Jay  K.,  of  Chicago;  Sarah,  of 
Bay  City,  Mich. ;  Gerritt  S.  and  Mary,  of  Michigan  City,  Indiana ;  Mrs.  L.  P. 
Gage,  who  died  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  October,  1873;  and  Scott  E.,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  May  31,  1862.  Tlie  early  education  of  Ger- 
ritt S.  Van  Deusen  was  obtained  in  the  Morrisville  Union  School.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  came  to  Michigan  City,  and  for  a  number  of  years  lived 
with  an  elder  brother  and  attended  the  Michigan  City  schools,  of  which  he 
became  a  graduate.  In  1869  he  became  baggageman  and  expressman  for  the 
Michigan  Central  Kailroad,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  began  traveling  for  J. 
H.  Winterbotham  &  Sons,  of  Michigan  City,  who  were  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cari'iage  wood  work,  and  was  in  their  employ  for  several  years. 
Upon  leaving  this  firm  he  began  working  in  the  Troy,  Ohio,  Wheel  Company 
as  traveling  salesman,  with  which  he  remained  until  1879,  after  which  he  was 

with    the Wheel  Company,  with    which  he  remained  until   the 

1st  of  January,  1885.  He  then  established  the  Michigan  City  Reed  Chair 
Company,  with  George  H.  Frizzell  as  partner,  and  in  1887  John  L.  Snyder 
became  a  third  partner.  In  1888  Mi".  Van  Deusen  bought  out  Mr.  Frizzell 
and  a  year  later  Mr.  Snyder  died.  Since  1892  Mr.  Van  Deusen  has  conducted 
the  business  as  sole  proprietor  and  employs  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  men  in 
his  factory.  His  goods  are  of  the  finest  and  most  durable  make,  and  are 
largely  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  in  South  America,  in  fact, 
the  establishment  is  one  of  the  solid  concerns  of  Michigan  City,  and  this  fact 
is  principally  due  to  Mr.  Van  Deusen's  individual  efforts.  A  Repulicau  in 
politics  as  he  has  always  been,  and  of  the  most  pronounced  type,  he  was 
appointed  by  a  Democratic  governor  as  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Board  of  Commissioners  in  March,  1893,  and  he  has  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Michigan  City,  although  his  business  demands  a 
great  portion  of  his  time.  He  is  one  of  the  ofiicial  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  being  actively  associated  with  all  lines  of  work  connected  with  it. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Acme  Lodge  No.  83,  Michigan  City  Chapter  No. 
25,  Michigan  City  Commandery  No.  30,  Michigan  City  Council  No.  56  and 
Order  of  Eastern  Star  in  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  He  is  also  one  of  the  grand 
trustees  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 
On  the  9th  of  November,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  S.  Coudeu,  of 
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Michigan  City,  a  daiigbter  of  Keynolds  and  Margaret  Couden,  pioneers  of 
LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  from  Ohio.  Mrs.  Van  Deusen's  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Michigan  City  and  she  completed  her  educa- 
tion at  Albion  College,  graduating  in  1872.  She  has  borne  her  husband  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  third  child,  Grace  Sampson,  was 
born  in  May,  1884,  and  is  at  present  attending  the  Michigan  City  schools. 


'  •••  • 


CAPT.  CHARLES   W.  E.  WELTY. 

This  worthy  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  editors  of  "The  Vidette,"  and 
an  old  soldier,  springs  from  an  old  Colonial  family  of  Swiss  origin.  His 
remote  ancestors  came  to  America  at  a  period  antedating  the  revolution  and 
settled  in  Adams  County,  Pennsylvania,  within  the  limits  of  the  battle  fields  of 
that  state.  The  original  deed  for  this  land  is  from  Thomas  Penn  to  John  Welty, 
and  since  that  time  the  farm  has  been  owned  by  this  family,  being  now  iu  the 
hands  of  Frank  Welty,  our  subject's  brother.  The  old  brick  house  is  still 
standing  and  was  built  by  John  Welty,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  During 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  it  was  within  the  rebel  lines  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject  fed  the  Confederate  soldiers,  but  did  not  hesitate  to  talk  her  Union 
sentiments  to  them.  The  Welty  family  were  Lutherans  in  their  religious 
belief.  John  Welty,  father  of  the  Captain,  was  born  in  the  old  brick  house  on 
the  homestead  and  married  Miss  Hannah  Chamberlain,  who  was  of  Scotch 
Presbyterian  stock.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Chamberlain.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Welty  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Rebecca,  John,  Edward, 
Brown,  Eliza,  Hannah  M.  and  Frank.  Of  these  children  our  subject  and 
Brown  were  soldiers  in  the  Eebellion.  The  latter  served  three  years  iu  the 
signal  service  and  was  picked  off  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  but  lived  to  reach 
home.  The  father  of  these  children  lived  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 
In  religion  he  was  a  Lutheran,  and  in  politics  an  Old  Line  Whig  at  first,  but 
afterwards  a  Republican.  He  was  an  independent,  substantial  farmer  and  a 
man  of  sterling  worth.  Capt.  Welty,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old  home 
place  May  4,  1838,  and  early  became  familiar  with  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
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farm.  He  received  his  scholastic  traiuing  iu  the  district  schools  and  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  supplemented  the  same  by  attending  the  town  school  at 
Gettysburg  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  After  this  he  taught  a  five-months 
term  of  school  in  his  native  county  and  subsequently  attended  Pennsylvania 
College  at  Gettysburg  three  years.  During  the  winter  of  1860  he  taught 
private  school  in  the  same  township  where  he  taught  the  district  school,  and 
became  well  known  as  a  successful  educator.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Rebel- 
lion roused  all  his  patriotism  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  at 
Gettysburg  in  Company  E,  Second  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
as  a  private  in  the  three  months  service.  This  was  five  days  after  the  firing 
on  Fort  Sumter.  His  company  was  divided  into  messes  of  six,  and  in  young 
Welty's  mess  every  soldier,  except  one,  became  a  commissioned  ofiicer.  This 
man  did  not  re-enlist,  but  the  others  did.  One  of  these  soldiers  was  killed 
and  all  were  wounded  but  one.  In  the  latter  part  of  May,  1861,  our  subject 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Falling  AVater,  near  Shephardstown,  Virginia,  and 
this  was  one  of  the  very  first  engagements  of  the  war.  The  three  months 
service  was  the  era  for  shoddy  clothing  and  poor  food  furnished  by  dishonest 
contractors,  for  the  ofiicers  were  as  inexperienced  as  the  men.  For  six  weeks 
the  regiment  was  at  York,  Pennsylvania,  but  went  from  there  to  near  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  then  to  Winchester. 
Eeturning  home  when  his  enlistment  had  expired  he  re-enlisted  September 
19, 1862,  at  Kittanuing,  Pennsylvania,  as  a  private  iu  Company  M,  Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  on  the  re-organization  of  the  regiment,  November, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  of  Company  M.  After  this  he 
served  almost  wholly  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  participated  in  many  of  the  severest  engagements.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Huttonville,  West  Virginia,  Droop  Mountain,  and,  although  struck  in  the  ankle 
by  a  piece  of  shell,  he  kept  with  his  regiment.  While  dismounting  at  Rocky 
Gap  he  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  back  by  a  miunie  ball.  On  the  8th 
of  December,  1863,  his  regiment  went  with  Gen.  William  Averill  on  his  famous 
raid  and  our  subject  suffered  many  hardships  during  this  campaign,  especially 
while  returning,  for  Early's  army  attacked  them  with  great  vigor,  and  the 
return  march  was  one  continual  skirmish  with  cavalry,  infantry  and  artillery. 
At  Jackson  river  the  Confederates  had  burned  the  bridge  and  the  water  was 
deep  and  very  rapid,  owing  to  the  winter  rains,  and  the  Union  soldiers  could 
not  cross.  While  they  were  endeavoring  to  build  a  foot  bridge  the  Confed- 
erate  army  made  a  determined  attack   and   Capt.  Welty  was  sent  back  with 
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Companies  M  and  L  to  protect  the  foi"il,  oue  and  a  half  miles  to  the  rear.  He 
was  repeatedly  attacked  iu  force,  but  repulsed  the  enemy  several  times  until 
tlie  rebel  artillery  and  infantry  came  up.  Knowing  that  his  weakness  was 
discovered  he  was  obliged  to  retreat.  In  the  meantime  the  Federals  found  a 
fordable  place  and  crossed  the  river.  The  entire  march  was  marked  by  great 
exposure  and  much  suffering,  nearly  every  man  having  his  feet  frozen  or  frost- 
bitten. As  the  wagon  train  of  supplies  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Jackson 
river,  much  suffering  was  caused  by  lack  of  food,  the  troops  living  on  corn 
meal  and  a  little  bacon  for  over  a  week.  The  troops  did  not  go  into  camp  for 
fourteen  days,  but  the  men  slept  iu  their  saddles  and  at  the  camp  fires  when 
the  column  occasionally  halted.  Gen.  Averill  reported  to  headquarters  that 
"Since  December  8,  we  have  marched,  swam,  slipped  and  slid  over  600  miles 
and  destroyed  over  $2,000,000  worth  of  bacon,  corn  and  supplies  for  the  enemy. 
Nearly  every  man  is  more  or  less  frozen  and  disabled,  and  we  have  brought 
back  every  gun,  but  have  lost  -the  wagon  train."  The  regiment  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia,  and  remained  there  until 
April  5,  1864.  The  first  battle  of  the  next  campaign  was  at  Withville,  West 
Vii-ginia,  after  which  came  Winchester,  Piedmont,  Stanton,  Lyuchburgh,  and 
during  the  return  of  four  hundred  miles  there  was  fighting  all  the  way  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  The  second  battle  of  Winchester  was  then  fought,  then 
Fisher  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  where  Gen.  Sheridan  made  his  famous  ride. 
Then  came  the  famous  order  to  devastate  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  this 
order  was  carried  out  to  the  letter.  The  troops  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Winchester  during  1864-  and  '65,  and  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  the 
last  named  year  they  acted  against  the  famous  Guerrilla  chieftain  Mosby  until 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  When  Capt.  Welty  rode  to  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  with  his  regiment  during  the  grand  review,  there  were  600  new 
recruits  in  the  regiment  and  the  Governor  would  not  muster  these  men  out. 
Lots  were  drawn  and  it  fell  to  Capt.  Welty  to  continue  in  the  service.  He 
was  ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  where  he  served  until  August,  1805, 
and  then  returned  home.  After  this  he  spent  one  year  prospecting  for  oil  and 
then  decided  to  go  west,  going  as  far  as  Junction  City,  Kansas,  which  was 
then  the  end  of  the  Kansas  &  Pacific  Railroad.  He  spent  some  time  in  Salina, 
Kansas,  and  here  engaged  in  a  buffalo  hunt,  his  party  killing  enough  to  fill 
three  wagons  with  buffalo  meat.  Mr.  Welty  sold  his  meat  for  sixty  dollars 
and  then  went  to  Hayes  City,  Kansas,  where  he  met  Gen.  Custer  who  gave 
him  a  position  in  the  quartermaster  department  at  Fort  Rile}',  Kansas.     He 
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was  afterwards  in  the  same  capacity  at  Fort  Harker  and  Fort  Union,  New 
Mexico.  After  two  years  he  began  mining  for  gold  on  the  Maxwell  ranch  on 
the  borders  of  New  Mexico  and  Colorado,  and  not  succeeding  very  well,  he 
engaged  with  a  surveying  party.  Later  he  ran  an  hotel  at  Las  Vegas,  New 
Mexico,  and  in  1871  he  was  a  contractor  to  furnish  ties  for  the  Kansas  &  Pacific 
Railroad.  During  that  time  he  visited  Pike's  Peak  and  Kit  Carson.  Later 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  visited  his  home,  and  in  1873,  having  some  land 
in  White  County,  he  came  to  Indiana.  In  1876  Capt.  Welty  married  Miss 
Loa  Wilson  of  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  and  they  have  three  children,  Paul, 
Ola  and  Elsie.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he  came  to  Valparaiso  and  bought  the 
"  Vidette,"  in  company  with  William  J.  Huff,  and  has  since  been  editor  of  this 
paper.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  106,  Valparaiso,  and  in 
politics  is  an  ardent  Republican. 


-••••< 


HON.  JAMES  W,  FRENCH. 

Hon.  James  W.  French,  the  present  AVarden  of  the  Indiana  State  Prison, 
North,  located  at  Michigan  City,  was  born  in  Posey  County,  Indiana,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1852.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  L.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  French, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Indiana.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Dorris 
French,  immigrated  from  North  Carolina  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Posey 
County,  Indiana,  in  1805.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Robert  Wilson,  from 
Pennsylvania,  became  a  resident  of  the  same  county  in  1814,  two  years 
before  Indiana  joined  the  sisterhood  of  States.  Both  of  these  pioneers  were 
farmers  and  both  died  in  Posey  County.  L.  C.  French,  the  father  of  James 
W.,  like  his  ancestors,  is  also  a  farmer,  and  still  lives  in  Posey  County.  He 
has  been  a  very  successful  business  man,  and,  though  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
is  still  remarkably  well  preserved  and  active.  To  him  were  born  thirteen 
children,  eleven  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  always  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  the  education  of  his  children,  and  always  endeavored  to  give  his 
children  every  advantage  within  his  power.  As  a  result,  four  of  them  are 
college   bred  and   two   are   still   pursuing   their   studies.      James  W.   French 
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spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  bis  life  with  his  father  on  the  farm.  The 
variety  of  exercise  in  the  fresli  air  and  sunshine  incident  to  such  a  life  devel- 
oped the  strong  constitution  which  was  his  by  inheritance,  and  gave  him  that 
splendid  physique  which  has  so  materially  supported  him  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  later  years.  He  was  early  imbued  with  a  strong  desire  for  higher 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty,  with  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  an 
education  not  often  seen  among  young  men,  he  urged  his  father  to  grant  him 
the  privileges  of  an  education  rather  than  seek  to  save  him  an  inheritance  in 
the  farm. 

In  1872  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  1874.  During  the  three 
subsequent  years  he  was  engaged  as  teacher  and  superintendent  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  State.  In  1877  he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Posey  County,  and  served  four  years.  While  discharging  the 
duties  of  this  position  with  marked  success  he  was  also  preparing  himself  for 
a  larger  field  of  usefulness  by  devoting  his  spare  hours  to  the  study  of  law. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  1881,  he  entered  Union  College  of  Law,  in 
Chicago,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1S83.  He  immediately  returned  to 
Mt.  Vernon,  his  home,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law.  In  this  he  was, 
as  might  be  expected,  successful,  and  from  1883  to  1885  he  was  deputy 
prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county.  In  1885  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature to  represent  his  native  county,  and  two  years  later  he  was  sent  back 
as  senator  from  Posey  and  Gibson  Counties.  At  the  close  of  the  session  of 
1889,  yielding  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  some  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
party  in  the  State,  he  resigned  his  senatorship,  removed  to  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
and  in  partnership  with  W.  Bent  Wilson,  purchased  the  Mornincj  Journal, 
then  a  leading  Kepublicau  paper  of  the  city.  Mr.  French  changed  the  politics 
of  the  paper,  making  it  a  strong  Democratic  organ.  In  his  capacity  of  editor 
he  served  his  city,  State,  and  party  with  ability,  severing  his  connection  with 
the  paper  in  1891.  In  1889  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  State  Prison, 
North,  and  though  the  position  was  unsought  he  was  appointed  its  warden  in 
1891  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The  same  energy  and  executive  ability  which 
has  characterized  his  previous  career  as  a  public  servant  is  clearly  seen  in 
the  results  of  his  labor  in  this  institution.  By  a  careful  personal  supervision, 
even  down  to  the  minutest  details,  and  a  close  study  of  the  demands  of  the 
institution  and  of  the  means  provided  to  meet  them,  he  has  been  able  to 
secure  many  great  improvements  without  exhausting  the  funds    set  apart  for 
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the  purpiisp.  Amoiif:;  tliose  cliaiigos  and  ailditioiis  may  be  meiitionod  the 
arvangeiiioiit  of  a  imicli  needed  rocoj)tioii  i-ooni  fdv  visitors,  an  iiupi(iv(>d 
system  of  se\voraf,'<',  ample  to  meet  tlie  deinniuls  of  a  nmch  larger  iuinil)er 
tliati  nro  now  confined  llu^re,  wjitiT  works,  and  a  new  and  spacions  dining 
iiall  and  cliapi'l  niadr  fioiii  his  own  dosigus.  The  cliapel,  situated  ftbove 
the  dining  IimII,  has  a  Moor  one  iinndred  by  seventy  feet,  witli  a  large  speaker's 
|>latforni  and  u  gallei'y  for  visitors,  and  is  one  of  the  hnndsomest  audito- 
riums in  the  State.  In  short,  everything  in  connection  with  the  prison  gives 
testimony  of  the  eiliciency  of  its  chief  executive  officer.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors made  no  mistake  in  selecting  the  prt>s(Mit  warden  of  the  inslitulion. 
In  ISN'.>  i\Ir.  I"'reiich  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Stuart,  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana.  'I'liree  children  have  blessed  the  union,  two  of  whom,  Mary  and 
Louise,  are  still  living.  The  first-born,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
French  is  a  nieml)er  of  the  E[)iscopal  Church.  Her  husband,  though  an 
attendant  with  lier,  is  not  identified  witii  any  denomination.  He  is  a  mend)er 
of  the  Knigiits  of  i'ythias,  is  :i  tliiity-seeond  degree  Mason  and  a  member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


•  •••  < 


HON.  GEORGE  C.  GREGG. 

Among  (1h>  honored  soldiers  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name 
of  Hon.  George  C  Gregg,  a  liberal,  generous,  high-minded  geutlenian,  whose 
correct  mode  of  living  lias  gathered  about  iiini  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  couidy  in  wliieh  li<>  resides,  his  birth  occurring  December 
17,  ISSIT,  and  tlie  son  of  Joseplms  and  Sophia  (Young)  Gregg.  The  father 
was  liorn  in  t)range  County,  New  York,  and  there  resiiled  until  about  188(), 
when  he  canu^  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  being  among  the  first  settlers.  In 
tliis  county  lie  was  niarri(>d  to  Miss  Young,  daughter  of  William  Young,  a  pio- 
neer of  the  county,  and  ten  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  George  C, 
W'arreu,  Charles,  James,  William,  Frank,  Louisa  (died  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years'),  Hannaii.  Ella  (died  when  eigliteen  years  of  age),  and  Curence,  died  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.      Mr.  Gregg  entered  land  in  this  county  and  becanu^  a 
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BucceBHful  tiller  of  the  BoiJ.  At  first  he  was  an  old  line  Whig  in  [x>liticB,  but 
a[>on  the  formation  of  the  Repnblican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  remained 
a  stanch  mlvocate  of  it«  principles  until  his  death,  which  occarred  July  15, 
1888,  when  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  In  religion  he  was  a  Presbyterian, 
and  was  an  elder  in  the  church  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of  character 
and  was  blesseti  with  many  warm  friends.  The  original  of  this  notice  was  born 
on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  district  schofil. 
By  rea<ling  and  observation  he  has  aiJded  to  his  store  of  learning  and  is  now 
one  of  the  best  [x>8ted  men  in  the  county.  At  the  early  age  of  seventeen, 
in  December,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eleventh  Kegiment  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  being  oVjliged  to  enlist  from  another  State  on  acfjount  of 
his  youth.  He  ha/1  made  two  previous  attempts  to  enlist,  first  in  the  Ninth 
Indiana  and  again  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Indiana,  and  was  each 
time  prevented  by  his  father,  who  objected  on  account  of  his  youth.  He 
served  nearly  one  year,  and  was  honorably  discharge^l  September  15,  1865,  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberlanfl,  Fourth 
Corps,  Second  Division,  and  his  duty  was  principally  train-guarding  on  the 
Chattanooga  <k  Knoxville  Kailroa^L  He  also  served  as  a  scout  in  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains  after  guerrillas,  with  whom  his  company  had  several  skir- 
mishes. They  captured  Wolford's  gang  of  skirmishers  and  maramlers.  After 
returning  home  young  Gregg  follower!  farming,  and  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
1868,  he  was  married  i/)  Miss  Jennie  Morrow,  slaughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(McAlpinj  Morrow.  Mr.  Morrow  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  his  wife  is  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Scotch  Highland  clan  of 
that  name.  Two  children  have  Ijeen  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregg,  Birdie  M. 
and  Nellie.  In  1876  Mr.  Gregg  moved  to  Hebron,  where  he  now  resides  and 
engaged  in  contracting  and  car[>enter  work,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful. In  pf>litics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  local  [xjlitics  since  the  war.  In  1892  lie  was  elected  on  the 
RepuVjIican  ticket,  with  a  go'Kj  majority,  to  the  State  Legislature,  a  [position 
be  is  now  filling  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Socially  he  is  a  Grand  Army 
member,  Walter's  Post,  No.  229,  Hebron,  and  is  now  commander,  which  posi- 
tion he  is  now  filling  for  the  fourth  time.  He  has  also  filled  several  minor 
offices  in  the  past.  He  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge,  and  has 
held  all  the  offices  in  his  lodge.  Mrs.  Gregg  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  and  holds  the  office  of  Electa.  Both  hold  membership  in  the  Meth'xlist 
Episcopal  Church.     Just  in  the  prime  of  life,  well  [x>sted  on  almost  all  sub- 
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jects,  he  could  fill  any  position  tendered  him  by  the  people,  and  his  future 
prospects  are  bright  indeed.  As  a  citizen  and  as  a  prominent  politician  no 
man  in  the  county  is  more  universally  respected. 


-••••< 


JOSEPH  A.  MANNING. 

Nothing  is  truer  than  the  statement  that  in  this  country  alone,  of  all  coun- 
tries on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  man's  family  connections  do  not  assist  him 
to  places  of  honor  or  positions  of  trust.  He  alone  must  win  his  way  to  fame 
by  his  own  exertions  and  by  his  own  honest  merit.  In  the  old  countries  the 
accident  of  birth  determines  the  preferment  of  an  individual  and  his  status 
in  the  community,  and  if  he  be  not  born  to  a  title  or  be  not  the  near  relative 
to  one  who  is,  he  might  as  profitably  seek  a  mode  of  travel  to  the  moon  as  to 
try  to  reach  a  prominent  position. 

The  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Free  Masonry,  with  its  great  and 
memorable  associations,  its  rare  benefits  and  conspicious  renown,  has  found  no 
more  worthy  a  standard  bearer  in  America  than  the  above  distinguished 
gentleman.  In  whatever  position  this  great  order  has  placed  him,  with  what- 
ever honor  it  has  clothed  him,  he  has  maintained  the  dignity  of  the  trust 
with  the  highest  ability  and  the  purest  integrity.  The  grand  Commandery 
K.  T.  of  Indiana,  to  which  he  ai'ose  by  his  eminent  talents  and  his  lofty 
character,  promptly  recognized  his  prominence  by  calling  him  to  the  discharge 
of  its  most  sacred  duties  and  the  execution  of  its  most  vital  responsibilities. 

Captain  Joseph  A.  Manning,  sou  of  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  O.  Manning, 
was  born  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  July  14,  1844.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  in  the  grades  that  now  answer  to  what  was 
called  the  Academic  System  before  public  education  arrived  at  the  proficiency 
that  marks  its  standing  at  the  present  time.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  school 
life,  in  1860,  he  secured  a  position  in  the  book  establishment  of  John  S.  Ives 
&  Company,  remaining  in  that  employment  until  the  beginning  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  in  the  first  year  of  which,  and  when  but  seventeen  years  old, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F.  of  the   23d  Massachusetts  Volunteers,   and  served 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  145 

with  the  regimect  until  1863,  at  which  time  he  was  promoted  for  exemplary  con- 
duct, and  commissioned  and  assigned  to  dntj  as  Assistant  Commissary  of 
Musters.  This  was  indeed  an  early  but  merited  honor,  and  in  this  capacity 
the  youthful  officer  served  under  orders  of  Generals  B.  F.  Butler,  J.  J.  Peck 
and  others,  until  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  In  1867 
Captain  Manning  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  Engineering  De- 
partment in  local  charge  of  the  public  works  in  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 
In  1871  he  was  transferred  to  Chicago  to  take  charge  of  the  consti'uction  of 
the  great  breakwater  erected  by  the  United  States  Government,  which  duty 
he  discharged  for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  1874  he  was  transferred  to 
Michigan  City,  Indiana,  as  United  States  Superintendent  of  the  Government 
works  at  that  place  and  at  other  points  on  Lake  Michigan.  So,  for  sixteen 
years  his  headquarters  and  residence  have  been  at  the  city  last  named.  The 
territory  now  in  charge  of  Captain  Manning,  in  the  United  States  Military 
Engineering  Department,  is,  as  can  well  be  seen,  an  extensive  one,  with  at- 
tendant duties  of  the  most  varied  and  exacting  character.  One's  service  to 
his  country  and  his  fellow  citizens  in  periods  of  peace  is  often  of  importance 
equal  to  the  best  that  can  be  rendered  in  times  of  war,  and  this  is  seldom 
proven  with  greater  certainty  than  it  has  been  by  the  satisfactory  and  com- 
mendable career  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  More  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  employment  and  service,  as  a  Civil  Engineer  of  the  United  States 
Engineer  Department,  in  some  of  the  most  important  works  undertaken  by 
the  Government,  without  fault  found  or  criticism  made  during  all  that  time 
by  any  of  his  superior  officers,  and  this,  too,  when  the  official  heads  of  the 
Department  have  been  frequently  changed  and  have  consequently  been 
numerous — each  new  one  eiviugr  scrutinizing  attention  to  the  official  conduct 
and  management  of  his  predecessor — certainly  makes  a  record  that  is  highly 
complimentary  to  Captain  Manning,  and  must  also  be  justly  a  source  of  pride 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knight  Templars  of  Indiana,  over  which  he 
presided  with  such  marked  ability.  The  position  he  is  now  filling  in  Templar 
Masonry  would  almost  necessarily  imply  that  the  attention  of  his  leisure 
hours  had  been  largely  given  to  the  history,  aifairs  and  duties  of  the  splendid 
institution  of  which  Templary  forms  a  part;  and  yet  there  are  instances  where 
Masons  showing  a  special  preference  for  this  more  showy —  though  not  less 
admirable — order  have  reached  its  highest  honors,  as  it  were,  by  a  leap.  Not 
so  with  Bi'other  Manning,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  following  abstract  of  his 
Masonic  career:  He  served  as  Master  of  Acme  Lodge,  No.  83,  F.  and  A.  M., 
10 
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Michigan  City,  from  1885  to  1888;  was  High  Priest  of  Michigan  City 
Chapter,  No.  25,  E.  A.  M.,  1888  and  1890  ;  Illustrious  Master  of  Michigan 
City  Council,  No.  56,  R  and  S.  M.,  1887-1888;  and  Eminent  Commander  of 
Michigan  City  Commandery,  No.  30,  K.  T.,  1885  and  1886,  having  been  a 
charter  member  in  1883.  He  successively  passed  through  the  official  chairs 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana,  and  was  elected  Grand  Commander  in 
May  1892.  At  present  he  is  also  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana,  and  Master  of  Ceremonies  of  the  Indiana  Council  of 
High  Priests,  in  which  he  was  consecrated  to  the  order  of  High  Priesthood 
in  1888.  He  is  also  Associate  Grand  Patron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Since  1883  Brother  Manning  has  been  an  active  attendant  of  all  the 
Masonic  Grand  Bodies  of  Indiana,  and  has  rendered  faithful  service  on  many 
of  their  various  committees  at  every  session  they  have  held.  The  preliminary 
grades  of  the  Ancient  x\ccepted  Scottish  Kite  were  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  several  bodies  in  the  Valley  of  Indianapolis,  and  that  of  S.  P.  R.  S., 
32d  degree,  by  Indiana  Consistory  during  the  year  1883;  and  he  was  made  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  33d  degree,  and  Honorary  Member  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  at  the  City  of  New  York,  September  17,  1889.  He  is  one  of  the  three 
members  from  Indiana  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  and  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Eoyal  Order  of  Scotland  in  the  United  States.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  without  being  the  possessor  of  all  the  true  elements  of  genuine 
manhood,  with  the  changeless  polish  of  dignified  geniality  and  unvarying 
courtesy,  a  record  like  the  one  so  briefly  outlined  above  could  never  be  ac- 
quired. It  is  the  unsought  tribute  of  co-laborers  in  life's  duties,  and  friends, 
that  Masonic  and  social  intercourse  have  secured  him.  With  natural,  and 
therefore  unconscious,  habit,  he  must  have  followed  the  splendid  advice 
given  to  Laertes:  "The  friends  thou  hast,  and  their  adoption  tried,  grapple 
them  to  thy  soul  with  hooks  of  steel."  As  is  seen  Captain  Manning  has  taken 
a  great  interest  in  Masonry,  and  perhaps  no  other  man  in  the  state  ranks  higher 
than  he.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  the  Foresters.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  been  an  active  promoter  and  staunch  supporter  of  the 
interests  of  his  adopted  home,  Michigan  City,  Indiana.  He  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and  is  now  one  of  the  City  Commissioners, 
but  aside  from  these  offices  has  not  aspired  to  public  office  although  an  ardent 
Eepublican  iwlitically.  In  1870  he  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Needham, 
a  native  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
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families  of  that  state.  To  them  four  children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Charles  A.,  a  student  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  Carrie  L.,  Lulu  P. 
and  Edith  L.  Lulu  P.  died  April  23,  1891,  aged  16  years.  Captain  Man- 
ning's family  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  move  in  the 
highest  social  circles  of  Michigan  City.  Both  grandfathers  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution,  the  maternal  grandfather  at- 
taining the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  of  English  descent,  as  was 
also  the  paternal  grandfather,  both  families  having  been  among  the  very  early 
settlers  of  New  England.  Captain  Manning's  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three  years,  her  home  being  in  Newburyport,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  at  this  ripe  old  age  her  mind  and  health  is  so  preserved  that 
■every  Sabbath  she  vnrites  a  letter  to  each  of  her  sons. 


-••••< 


REV.  JOHN  HENRY  WILSON. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  presiding  elder  of  the  Valparaiso  District,  North- 
western Indiana  Conference,  was  born  in  Kings  County,  Tallamore,  L'eland, 
May  5,  184:6,  and  his  father,  George  Wilson,  was  a  prominent  shoe  merchant 
of  that  place.  The  father  died  when  our  subject  was  but  one  year  of  age, 
and  when  six  years  of  age  the  latter  came,  with  his  mother,  grandmother  and 
two  uncles,  to  America.  They  landed  in  New  Orleans  and  immediately  came 
north  to  Cincinnati.  His  parents  were  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  the  mother  subsequently  married  an  Irish  Catholic,  who  insisted  in  con- 
verting our  subject  to  his  religious  views,  enforcing  his  teaching  with  cruelty. 
Young  Wilson  had  a  mind  of  his  own  on  such  subjects,  and  when  seven  years 
of  age  ran  away  from  home,  going  to  Gambler,  Knox  County,  Ohio.  There 
he  worked  for  a  Mrs.  Cleaveland  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
year  she  took  him  to  a  large  coal  farm  near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained with  her  until  twelve  years  of  age.  She  did  not  send  him  to  school 
and  endeavored  to  make  him  believe  that  he  was  bound  to  her,  working  him 
like  a  slave  and  treating  him  like  one.  Her  children,  especially,  were  cruel 
to  him,  all  except  the  eldest  daughter.     When   twelve  years  of  age   young 
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Wilsou  left  this  place  without  warning  and  worked  for  William  Young,  of 
"West  Zanesville,  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  the  summer  of  1862,  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  at  Zanesville  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a  private  under 
Col.  William  H.  Ball,  and  served  three  years,  being  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1865.  His  sei'vice  was  all  in  Virginia,  in  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  and  his  first  battle  was  at  Winchester,  although,  pre- 
viously, he  had  been  in  severe  skirmishes  at  New  Creek,  Morefield  and  other 
places.  He  participated  in  many  prominent  engagements,  and  on  the  6th  of 
May,  1864,  he  was  wounded  at  thg  battle  of  the  Wilderness  by  a  minie  h&\\, 
once  in  the  leg  and  once  in  the  right  arm.  Falling  on  the  field,  he  came  very 
near  bleeding  to  death,  and  about  four  hours  after  being  shot  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  euem3\  He  was  sent  to  Millesburg,  and  here  the  prisoners 
were  stripped  of  all  their  possessions.  He  had  no  care  and  was  taken  in  a 
cattle  car  to  Lynchburg,  thence  to  Danville,  Virginia.  There  he  remained 
three  days  and  there  his  wounds  were  dressed.  From  there  he  was  taken  to 
Macon,  Georgia,  thence  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  where  the  people  were  kind  and 
attentive — much  in  contrast  to  all  the  rest,  and  later  sent  to  Andersouville, 
Georgia.  This  was  about  July  4,  1864,  and  he  remained  a  prisoner  there 
about  ten  months.  The  prison  covered  about  twelve  acres,  enclosed  by 
pine  logs  twenty-five  feet  long.  Sentiy  boxes  were  fifty  feet  apart,  and  the 
dead  line  ten  feet  from  the  stockade.  Four  acres  were  swamp  and  four  acres 
were  added  during  the  summer,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  increased  to 
35,000  men.  During  August  and  September  tlie  deaths  were  300  per  day. 
A  great  religious  awakening  was  started  by  Sergeant  Shepherd,  in  the  fall 
when  the  suffering  was  the  greatest.  6,000  were  converted  during  this 
revival,  and  religious  enthusiasm  ran  high.  When  the  revival  was  closing 
one  night,  Sergeant  Shepherd  preached  on  Faith  and  alluded  to  the  Eock  of 
Israel.  Our  subject  and  many  others  prayed  and  petitioned  the  Almighty  for 
water,  many  perishing  eveiy  day  for  want  of  it.  The  prayers  were  directly 
answered  in  the  most  astonishing  manner,  for  the  next  morning  a  beautiful 
spring  of  pure,  clear  water  appeared.  It  was  called  Providence  Spring. 
Although  the  soldiers  had  no  shelter  provided  by  the  Confederates,  many 
made  holes  in  the  ground  and  covered  the  same  with  any  kind  of  covering  to 
be  found.  There  were  very  few  men  who  could  endure  the  meager  rations 
doled  out,  and  twenty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  died  and  a  very 
large  proportion  were  injured  for  life.      The  horrors  of  this  prison  life  could 
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not  be  described  by  tongue  or  pen.  These  prisoners  would  engage  in  all 
kinds  of  enterprises,  buying  and  selling,  mpnufacturing  many  kinds  of  things, 
pipes,  rings,  canes,  etc.,  and  some  even  engaged  in  the  saloon  business,  man- 
ufacturing a  crude  kind  of  beer  from  various  substances.  Mr.  Wilson  started 
a  soup  business,  making  the  same  from  corn  meal  and  beans,  and  as  this  sold 
readily  he  made  a  little  money.  He  also  made  a  kind  of  beer  by  fermenting 
cornmeal  and  sorghum  in  the  sun,  flavoring  it  with  sassafras,  and  using  a  little 
soda.  Later  he  ran  a  sort  of  restaurant  and  bakery,  so  that  he  came  out  of 
prison  with  §100  in  greenbacks  and  about  §1,000  in  Confederate  money.  If 
the  prisoners  had  money  concealed  they  could  buy  of  the  prison  sutler, 
huckster  or  guard,  and  in  this  way  get  a  start.  On  March  I,  1865,  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  exchanged  at  Willingtou,  North  Carolina,  and  in  April  was  discharged 
at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  He  came  out  of  his  prison  experience  in  fair  condition. 
Some  time  after  he  went  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
attended  school,  his  previous  education  being  so  limited  that  he  could  hardly 
read  or  ^vrite.  He  was  such  a  profound  student  that  he  made  two  years' 
progress  in  one,  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  he  attended  Wittenburg  College, 
Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  obtained  his  education.  In  September,  1868,  he 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  soon  after  joined  the  Central 
Ohio  Conference.  He  first  preached  on  the  Gilboa  Circuit  in  Ohio,  then 
Bettsville,  Ohio,  then  Perrysburg,  Ohio;  after  that  Toledo,  Ohio,  Wasseon, 
Ohio,  South  Bend,  Indiana,  Rochester,  Indiana,  where  he  was  recalled,  and 
then  was  appointed  presiding  elder  of  the  Valparaiso  District,  September, 
1891.  June  30,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Lindsey,  of  Findley,  Ohio, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  Anna,  OUie,  J.  H.  and  H.  M.,  four  children,  one 
now  living,  Mrs.  M.  K.  Berger,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Wilson  died 
December  10,  1889,  and  on  the  17th  of  November,  1892,  Mr.  Wilson  married 
Miss  Mary  DeMott,  daughter  of  Hon.  M.  L.  DeMott,  postmaster  of  Valparaiso. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  Odd  Fellow  and  Knight  of  Maccabees  and  member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  chaplain  of 
the  post  at  South  Bend.  For  three  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Valparaiso, 
and  during  that  time  he  has  won  many  warm  friends,  and  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative preachers  of  the  city.  He  has  a  breadth  of  culture  and  strength 
of  mind  that  would  enable  him  to  rank  among  the  first  preachers,  and  his 
highest  ambition  is  to  preach,  with  success,  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
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CAPT.  JOHN  S.  LOUDERBACK. 

Capt.  John  S.  Loudeeback,  grocer  aud  baker  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
was  born  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  Aiagust  28,  1835.  His  father,  Andrew 
Louderback,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  coming  to  America  shortly  after  the  Kevolutionary  War. 
Andrew  Louderback  removed,  with  his  parents,  to  Brown  County,  Ohio,  when 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade  and  followed  that  as  a  business  until  about  1840,  when  he 
began  farming  in  connection  with  his  trade.  He  was  married  to  his  first  wife, 
Nancy  Washburn  (who  was  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch),  about 
1823.  This  lady  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1802,  her  father  having  been  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Irish  descent.  In  1830  they  moved  to 
Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  1834  to  Logansport,  Indiana,  and  in  1836  to 
Fulton  County,  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Louderback  died  in  1864.  To  this 
union  there  were  born  ten  children.  Mr.  Louderback  took  for  his  second  wife 
Martha  Jones,  but  was  himself  called  from  life  soon  afterward.  John  S.  was 
reared  on  a  farm  till  seventeen  years  of  nge,  when  he  began  learning  the 
wagon  and  carriage-making  trade  with  Otis  Whipple,  in  Delphi,  Indiana,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  working  at  his  trade  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility at  Fulton.  August  14,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fifth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  and  October  of  the  same  year  was  made  eighth  sergeant. 
In  March,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  quartermaster-sergeant,  and  a  few  months 
later  was  made  orderly  sergeant,  retaining  this  position  until  July  1,  1864, 
when  he  was  made  a  first  lieutenant.  October  1,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to 
Captain  of  his  company,  but  owing  to  the  previous  captain  having  been 
wounded,  Capt.  Louderback  had,  for  one  year  previous  to  being  commissioned, 
served  in  that  capacity.  He  was  made  quartermaster  of  the  Sixth  Indiana 
Cavalry  Regiment  on  its  being  mustered  out  of  service,  and  he  disposed  of  its 
effects  to  the  government.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  campaign  in  Kentucky, 
against  Morgan,  and  assisted  in  the  thirty  days  raid  that  resulted  in  Morgan's 
capture.  They  then  joined  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  in  Tennessee,  in 
1863,  and  participated  in  the  engagement  at  Knoxville  and  a  number  of  its 
surrounding  battles.     Their  horses  being  worn  out,  they  were  dismounted  and 
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returued  to  Paris,  Kentuckj'',  crossing  the  mountains  on  foot,  and  were 
re-mounted,  after  which  they  joined  Sherman's  army  at  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  were  placed  under  Gen.  Stoneman's  command.  For  seventy-one  days 
they  were  in  active  fighting ,  participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Lone  Moun- 
tain, Kenesaw  Mountain  and  various  others.  July  24,  1864,  under  Gen.  Stone- 
man, they  started  on  their  trip  south, with  the  intention  of  releasing  the  prisoners 
at  Andersonville,  Georgia,  and  passing  through  the  enemy  s  line,  at  Stone 
Mountain,  they  fought  an  engagement  at  Macon,  and  afterwards  learned  that 
a  general  who  was  to  co-operate  with  Stoneman  had  been  defeated.  They 
fought  till  they  had  used  up  all  their  ammunition,  when  the  officers,  holding 
a  council,  deemed  it  wise  to  surrender,  which  they  did  July  28,  1864.  Capt. 
Louderback  was  taken  to  Andersonville  on  August  1st,  and  instead  of  going, 
into  other  quarters  as  an  officer,  remained  with  his  men,  suffering  all  the 
agonies  and  tortures  of  that  foul  pen.  Capt.  Louderback  states  that  while  in 
Andersonville  prison,  and  while  the  prisoners  were  all  famishing  and  perish- 
ing for  water,  there  came  up  a  heavy  rain  storm,  which  re-opened  an  old 
spring  that  followed  the  line  of  the  stockade  in  its  digging.  This  was  looked 
upon  by  many  as  a  special  act  of  providence,  and  was,  in  fact,  a  Godsend,  and 
was  the  means  of  saving  many  lives.  October  1,  1864,  he  and  a  portion  of 
the  prisonei's  were  removed  to  Charleston,  and  at  the  end  of  tweuty-six  days 
were  again  moved  to  Florence,  where  he  received  his  liberty  and  was  sent  to 
Annapolis.  After  getting  strength  sufficient  to  travel,  received  a  thirty  days 
furlough,  and,  after  a  visit  home,  rejoined  his  company  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  receiving  his  discharge  June  27,  1865. 
He  went  to  Fulton  for  a  short  time,  and  in  August,  1865,  he  came  to 
Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  purchased  a  grocery  stock  and  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness for  six  years  with  a  partner.  In  1871  he  began  business  at  his  present 
stand  and  has  since  been  engaged  successively  in  the  grocery  and  bakery 
business.  He  was  married  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  May  29,  1856,  to  Sarah 
J.  Clevenger,  and  by  her  has  had  nine  children:  Andrew  J.,  Effie  F.,  Judson 
D.,  Eddie,  Cora,  Mamie  and  Gracie,  living,  and  Edgar  and  Alva,  deceased. 
Capt.  Louderback  is  a  Kepublican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 


1 


152  PICTORIAL  AND 


HON.  NELSON  BARNARD. 

A  glance  at  the  iuteresting  genealogy  of  the  Barnard  family  shows  that 
Nelson  Barnard  comes  of  very  prominent  people,  who  have,  by  their  upright, 
straightforward  course  through  life,  kept  their  names  unspotted  and  honored 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  man.  This  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  in  this  country;  and  unlike  the  majority  of  American  families,  they 
have  carefully  preserved  their  history.  The  first  five  of  the  following  geneal- 
ogical notes  are  from  the  manuscript  books  kept  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Barney,  of 
Nantucket.  They  show  the  direct  line  of  the  Barnard  descent  from  Thomas 
Barnard,  one  of  the  original  ten  proprietors  of  that  island,  who  pui'chased  it 
while  in  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1659. 

1.  Thomas  Barnard  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  had  one  son,  Nathaniel. 

2.  Nathaniel  Barnard  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Johanna 
Barnard.  They  had  eleven  children,  Mary,  John,  Stephen,  Sarah,  Eleanor, 
Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Abigail,  Ebenezer,  Timothy,  and  one  other. 

;3.  Benjamin  Barnard  married  Judith,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail 
Gardner.  They  had  eight  children,  Timothy,  Abigail,  Rath,  Francis,  John, 
Abishai,  Nathaniel  and  Mary. 

4.  Timothy  Barnard  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Susanna 
Bunker.  They  had  six  children,  Timoihy,  Judith,  Benjamin,  William,  Mary 
and  Susanna. 

5.  Timothy  Barnard  Jr.,  married  Love,  daughter  of  George  and  Love 
Swain.  They  had  six  children,  Uriah,  Job,  Buzilla,  Gilbert,  George  and 
Love. 

6.  Uriah  Barnard,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  Nan- 
tucket, Aug.  27,  1761,  and  was  of  English  origin.  The  name  has  been  pro- 
nounced in  different  ways  but  always  spelled  Barnard.  Uriah  Barnard  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  left  the  island  with  his  father  and  up  to  that 
time  the  male  members  had  all  been  sailors.  In  1811  he  settled  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  when  the  same  was  a  wilderness,  and  remained  there  until  1817, 
when  he  moved  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana.  Here  his  death  occurred.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Macy,  at  Center,  North  Car- 
olina, Feb.  21,  1783,  and  had  ten  children,  Jethro,  Joseph,  Love,  Hannah, 
Betsy,  Anna,  George,  Polly.  William  and  John. 
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7.  William  was  bora  in  North  Carolina,  June  29,  1803,  and  when  eight 
years  of  age  he  went  with  his  father  to  Highland  County,  Ohio.  In  crossing 
the  mountains  he  had  his  leg  broken  by  a  wagon  running  over  him.  While 
growing  up  he  became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  connection 
also  learned  the  carpenter  ti-ade,  following  both,  the  principal  part  of  his  life. 
He  received  only  about  three  months  schooling,  but  his  mind  was  unusually 
active  and  by  his  own  exertions  he  became  a  well  informed  man.  He  was  a 
skillful  scribe  and  also  excelled  in  mathematics.  On  the  20th  of  October, 
1827,  he  married  Miss  Sally  Williams,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Rachel 
William,  and  eleven  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union.  Four  of  these 
children  were  born  in  Wayne  Coanty,  Indiana,  but  on  tlie  26th  of  April,  1835, 
Mr.  Barnard  left  that  county  for  the  St.  Joe  country,  bringing  his  family  and 
household  goods.  He  had  one  heavy  ox  wagon  carrying  his  furniture  and  a 
light  ox  wagon  for  his  wife  and  family.  Most  of  the  way  the  roads  were 
through  a  wilderness,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  May,  1835,  they  arrived 
at  LaPorte  County,  near  New  Durham.  The  following  morning  they  moved  into 
a  log  cabin  one  mile  Northwest  of  that  town,  and  here  Mr.  Barnard's  fifth  child, 
Clinton,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  May,  of  that  year.  Three  weeks  later  they 
moved  on  to  Petro's  Grove,  South  of  Westville,  and  thei'e  resided  until  the 
19th  of  August.  While  there  Mr.  Barnard  put  in  a  crop,  but  owing  to  the  late 
spring  it  did  not  amount  to  anything.  On  the  19th  of  August,  1835,  he  settled 
on  land  now  owned  by  his  son,  our  subject,  locating  on  the  same  before  tlie 
laud  sale,  at  which  time  he  bought  160  acres  at  $1.25  per  acre.  On  this  farm 
was  a  small  cabin  and  in  this  he  and  family  resided  until  in  October,  1836, 
when  they  moved  to  Cass  County,  Michigan,  where  his  father-in-law  had  set- 
tled. At  the  end  of  eighteen  months  he  left  Cass  County,  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, and  returned  to  Porter  County,  Indiana.  The  sixth  child,  Rhoda,  was 
born  in  Cass  County,  Michigan.  He  gladly  returned  to  this  county  and  im- 
mediately began  clearing  and  improving  his  land.  His  first  crop  of  corn  was 
in  a  clearing  of  sixty  acres  and  was  put  in  Hoosier  fashion,  among  the  green 
roots.  This  crop  was  destroyed  by  squirrels  and  other  wild  animals  while  he 
was  in  Michigan.  He  was  industrious  and  thoroughgoing,  cleared  his  farm 
of  160  acres,  and  erected  the  house  in  which  our  subject  resides  at  the  present 
time.  During  his  time  he  built  on  this  place  three  log  houses  and  other 
buildings.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  when  he  joined  its  ranks  and  remained  with  the  same  until  a  short  time 
before  his  death  when  he  voted  the  Prohibition  ticket.     Before  and  during 
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the  war  he  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  and  his  home  was  a  station  on  the  under- 
ground railroad.  Many  negroes  did  he  assist  in  reaching  Canada.  In  relig- 
ious views  he  was  a  Quaker.  His  death  occurred  Jauuar}-  i,  1887,  in  West- 
ville.  where  he  had  retired,  and  was  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  constitution,  six  feet  high,  and  weighed  200  pounds.  Until 
his  last  sickness  he  was  never  so  ill  but  what  he  could  get  up  and  walk.  Mild 
and  pleasant  in  disposition,  no  man  was  more  highly  esteemed  in  the  county. 
To  his  mari'iage  were  born  eleven  children,  the  survivors  of  whom,  with  their 
descendants  and  relatives  by  marriage,  now  constitute  the  membership  of  an 
association  known  as  the  "Eleven  Branches  of  the  House  of  William  Barnard." 
Primary  meetings  of  this  association  are  held  every  five  years,  decade  meet- 
ings every  ten  years,  and  a  grand  semi-centennial  meeting  every  fifty  years. 
The  object  of  this  association  is  "The  perpetuation  of  friendship  and  frater- 
nal love  amongst  its  members,  keeping  green  and  hallowed  the  memories  of 
the  past,  and  for  mutual  enjoyment  and  improvement  of  the  present." 

8.  Nelson  Barnard,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Wayne  County,  Indiana,  October  6,  1829,  and  is  principally  self  educated  for 
he  received  but  little  schooling  in  those  early  days.  Naturally  of  a  studious 
and  thoughtful  turn  of  mind,  he  has  improved  and  cultivated  the  same  by 
reading  good  books  and  papers,  and  is  a  well  posted  man.  He  was  but  six 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  his  fii-st  slate,  now  carefully 
preserved,  was  earned  by  carrying  a  coon  skin  five  miles,  to  William  Tajdor, 
who  kept  a  store,  and  for  this  skin  he  received  thirty-one  and  a  fourth  cents. 
He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  but  also  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of 
the  farm,  and  the  latter  occupation  he  has  followed  up  to  the  present  time. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  1851,  he  was  married  in  Wayne  Countj',  Indiana,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Lumpkin,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Thornburg)  Lump- 
kin. Mr.  Lumpkin  was  an  old  settler  in  Wayne  County  and  a  representative 
citizen.  He  was  the  father  of  these  children:  Nancy,  William,  Bobert, 
Charity,  Mary  J.,  John,  Eufus,  Silas  and  Dempsey.  Mr.  Lumpkin  was  a 
substantial  farmer,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  half  section  of  land.  He  was 
seventy-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Following  his  marriage 
Mr.  Barnard  settled  at  Westville  and  while  there  worked  at  his  trade  for  five 
years.  While  thus  engaged  he  also  bought  three  farms  of  eighty  acres  each, 
places  near  the  homestead  in  Jackson  township,  and  resided  on  this  for  twenty 
years.  He  then  bought  three  more  eighties,  including  the  old  homestead 
to  which  he  moved  in  May,  1875,  and  on  which  he  has  since  remained.      At 
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the  present  time  he  owns  about  480  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  Township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barnard's  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  all 
now  deceased  but  one.  They  were  named  as  follows:  Orlando,  now  living 
on  his  father's  old  home  place;  Sarah  L.,  died  in  infancy;  Ordelia,  married,  and 
died  when  twenty-two  years  of  age;  John,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years;  Mary  Bell,  a  married  woman,  died  when  thirty  of  age,  leaving  one 
child,  Lela  D. ;  and  William  L.,  who  died  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Barnard  is  a  Republican  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  In  religion  he  is  liberal.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  drainage  commissioners,  and  from  1887  to  1889  he  repre- 
sented Porter  County  in  the  state  legislature.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  having  good  .schools  and  his  grand-daughter,  Lela,  is  receiving  a  thorough 
education.  Our  subject  was  one  of  seven  sons  who  averaged  six  feet  in  height, 
the  shortest  being  five  feet,  ten  inches  and  the  tallest  six  feet,  one  inch.  Our 
subject  is  just  even  six  feet  in  his  bare  feet,  and  when  in  his  prime  weighed 
212  pounds.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  weighed  200  pounds  and  he 
now  weighs  about  190  pounds.  His  brother,  Uriah  Barnard,  was  in  the 
Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  participated  in  many  battles  during  his  three 
years  service  in  the  Civil  War.  Job,  another  brother,  was  in  Company  K 
Seventy-third  Infantry,  and  served  about  three  years.  The  Barnard  family 
have  had  three  reunions  on  the  old  homestead. 


>  ••• ' 


HON.  DANIEL  W.  YOORHEES. 

Hon.  Daniel  W.  Voorhees,  whom  Indiana  Democrats  so  delight  to 
honor,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  in  Butler  County,  September 
26,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  Voorhees,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a 
grandson  of  Peter  Voorhees,  of  New  Jersey  nativity.  When  only  two  months 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Fountain  County,  Indiana,  and  this  State  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  Asbury  University  graduated  him  in  1849,  and  here 
he  obtained  a  wide  reputation  as  an  orator  of  superior  ability,  and  the  high 
regard  of  the  faculty.      He  studied  law,  and  in  1852  was  solicited  by  Hon.  E. 
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A.  Hannegan,  formerly  United  States  Senator,  to  become  his  partner,  whicli 
he  accepted.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  State  attorney  of  his  circuit  by  the 
governor,  and  thus  obtained  the  foundation  of  his  justly  earned  reputation  as 
a  superior  criminal  lawyer.  In  185(3  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Con- 
gress, and,  although  defeated,  reduced  the  opposing  majority  nearly  1,800 
votes.  In  1857  he  moved  to  Terre  Haute,  and  the  year  following  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  district  attorney  by  President  Buchanan.  In  1860  and 
1862  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  in  1864,  although  declared  elected,  his 
election  was  successfully  contested.  In  1868  he  was  again  elected  to  Con- 
gress, and  re-elected  in  1870.  In  November,  1877,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  senator  to  succeed  Governor  Morton,  and  has  ever  since  held  this  posi- 
tion by  election.  During  the  special  session  of  Congress  called  by  President 
Cleveland  he  was  leader  of  his  party,  and  the  advocate  of  the  President  in 
bringing  about  the  repeal  of  the  so-called  Sherman  act.  Unquestionably  Mr. 
Voorhees  is  oiie  of  the  most  brilliant  men  that  has  ever  held  office  within  the 
State's  jurisdiction.  Not  only  has  he  an  established  reputation  as  a  great 
statesman,  but  his  fame  as  a  criminal  lawyer  is  equally  as  brilliant.  He  has 
always  been  an  unswerving,  uncompromising  Democrat.  His  great  ability  as 
a  statesman  and  lawyer  is  respected  and  acknowledged  by  all,  regardless  of 
politics.  Mr.  Voorhees  married  Miss  Jane  Hardesty  in  1850,  and  four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union.  "The  Tall  Sycamore  of  the  Wabash,"  as  he  is 
known,  occupies  a  prominent  page  in  the  volume  devoted  to  America's  greatest 
sons. 


PROF.  HANNIBAL  H.  LORING. 

The  pursuits  of  life  are  as  varied  as  are  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  men, 
and  it  is  an  interesting  and  useful  study  to  observe  the  degree  of  their  assim- 
ilation. Among  the  prominent  educators  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  is  Prof. 
Loring,  the  popular  and  efficient  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Porter  County. 
His  is  an  old  Colonial  family  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and  in  tracing  the 
genealogy  we  find  that  the  first  members  to  come  to  this  country  were  three 
brothers,  who  settled  in  Massachusetts  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
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century.  Samuel  Loriug,  grandfatber  of  our  subject,  moved  from  Kentucky 
to  Darke  County,  Ohio,  between  1808  and  1812,  and  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Greenville,  that  county.  About  1828  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Indiana,  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life.  His  son,  John 
Loring,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  regions  of  Ken- 
tucky about  1804,  and  when  about  four  years  of  age  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  Although  the  pioneer  schools  of  that  day  afforded  poor  advantages 
for  an  education,  he  secured  a  better  schooling  than  the  ordinary,  and  when 
he  became  a  man  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  selected  his  wife  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Wiley,  of  Indiana,  a  sister  of  the  famous  Chris- 
tian minister,  Thomas  Wiley.  Her  parents  were  residing  in  Union  City  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loring  were  born  the  following 
children:  William,  Hudson  J.,  Thomas,  Martha  and  Cynthia.  The  father  of 
these  children  moved  to  Indiana  at  an  early  day,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
wife  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Kane,  who  bore  him  seven  children:  David  J., 
Jennie,  Mary,  Charles  J.,  Huldah,  Samuel  C,  and  Hannibal  H.  Mr.  Loring 
became  fairly  well  off  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  acquainted  with  him. 
His  death  occurred  at  Monterey,  Indiana,  when  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Loring  was  a  woman  of  excellent  traits  of  character,  assisted  largely  in 
the  education  of  her  children,  and  kept  them  in  the  public  schools  until  thej' 
began  teaching  and  gained  a  desire  for  an  education.  The  sons  all  became 
professional  men,  three  of  them  physicians.  Mrs.  Loring  is  still  living,  and 
no  woman  is  more  beloved  and  respected  by  her  children.  Prof.  Hannibal  H. 
Loring,  our  subject,  is  a  product  of  Indiana  soil,  born  in  Grant  County,  De- 
cember 23,  1862.  He  attended  the  district  school  and  worked  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a  teacher  in  Marshall 
County,  Indiana,  teaching  three  terms,  all  in  the  winter  season.  In  1882  he 
became  a  resident  of  Porter  County,  and  entered  the  Northern  Indiana  Nor- 
mal School  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  graduating  from  the  teachers'  course  one 
year  later.  He  then  taught  school  in  this  county,  and  for  two  rears  was  priu- 
ci[)al  of  the  graded  school  at  Porter,  Indiana.  After  this  he  was  principal  of 
the  graded  school  at  Hebron,  this  county,  having  three  assistants.  Here  he 
was  especially  successful,  and  graded  the  school,  establishing  the  high  school. 
This  school  has  improved  and  developed  in  every  waj-,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  high  schools  in  the  county.  Until  1889  Mr.  Loriug  remained  in 
this  school,  and  during  this  time  he  studied  at  the  Normal  at  Valparaiso  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  two  years.      In  June,  1889,  he  was  elected  Superin- 
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tendeut  of  the  Scliools  of  Porter  County  for  two  years,  and  has  since  been 
twice  re-elected,  thus  showing  his  popularity.  He  has  given  general  satis- 
faction to  the  people  of  the  county,  and  his  methods  are  highly  approved. 
He  has  directed  especial  attention  to  the  grading  of  district  schools  with 
excellent  success,  so  much  so  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  schools  in  the  county 
are  now  graded.  He  has  also  raised  the  standard  of  education  in  the  county 
and  the  requirements  and  qualifications  of  teachers,  gauging  the  ability  of 
the  teacher  as  he  finds  it.  Prof.  Loring  has  introduced  into  the  county 
"The  Indiana  Teachers'  Heading  Circle,"  which  has  raised  the  standard 
of  education  and  developed  a  higher  and  improved  method  of  teaching.  In 
1891  Prof.  Loring  was  examined  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and 
received  a  life  State  license  to  teach  in  any  school  in  the  State.  He  has 
under  his  charge  98  school  districts,  112  teachers,  and  makes  it  his  busi- 
ness to  keep  them  under  close  inspection.  He  is  an  efficient  and  popular 
official  and  a  thorough  educator  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  On  the  23d 
of  August,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Emily  Brummitt,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Lucas)  Brummitt,  both  of  whom  are  of  English  origin.  The 
Professor  and  wife  have  one  daughter,  Mildred.  Fraternally,  Prof.  Loring 
is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery,  and  has 
filled  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Eepublican. 
The  Professor  is  a  gentleman  of  rare  culture  and  attainments,  and  discharges 
his  duties  with  highly  commendable  zeal  and  ability. 


>  ••• ' 


CAPT.  LEWIS  STODDARD, 

In  the  history  of  the  Civil  War,  the  name  of  our  subject  will  be  found 
as  not  having  borne  an  unimportant  part  in  that  eventful  struggle.  On  the 
4th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Valparaiso  as  a  private  in  Company  I, 
Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  regiment  proceeded  to 
Louisville,  thence  to  Lexington,  and  then  back  to  Louisville,  having  had  some 
severe  skirmishes  with  the  i-ebels.  In  August  they  marched  to  Nashville 
with  Gen.  Buell,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Perryville  and  Stone  Eiver. 
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In  the  spring  of  1863  the  regiment  was  detailed  to  go  with  Gen.  Straight  on 
his  raid,  and  left  their  command  at  Tuscumbia.  At  Louisville  the  regiment 
had  been  issued  old  Harper  Ferry  muskets,  and  at  Tuscumbia  pack-saddles 
were  furnished  and  orders  received  to  forage  for  their  mount.  Capt.  Stod- 
dard drew  a  mule  which  had  been  picked  up  by  the  soldiers,  and  he  rode  it 
two  days,  when  it  gave  out.  Later,  in  passing  through  a  town,  he  found  a 
good  rebel  cavalry  horse,  which  he  rode  throughout  the  raid.  His  first  fight 
was  at  Day's  Gap;  afterwards  there  was  a  severe  engagement  at  Crooked 
Creek,  where  a  night  attack  was  made  by  the  Confederates.  They  retreated 
during  the  night  and  several  severe  skirmishes  took  place  during  that  time. 
At  Borne,  Georgia,  where  a  detail  of  100  Union  men  were  to  take  possession 
of  that  place  and  where  there  was  hard  fighting  with  Gen.  Forrest,  Col. 
Hathaway,  who  was  on  a  white  horse,  approached  the  enemy  where  the  bul- 
lets were  flying  in  every  direction.  Capt.  Stoddard,  seeing  a  sharpshooter 
trying  to  pick  off  the  Colonel,  sang  out  to  him  to  watch  out  or  the  sharp- 
shooters would  get  him.  The  Colonel  replied:  "Pick  him  off  for  me,  Stod- 
dard," and  at  the  same  time  fell  back  about  two  rods,  and  again  turned  to  face 
the  enemy.  A  rebel  concealed  in  some  brush  fired  and  killed  the  Colonel,  and 
then  ran  for  the  enemy's  line,  but  had  only  proceeded  a  short  distance  when 
he  was  struck  by  at  least  fifteen  bullets.  Three  miles  from  Home,  Georgia, 
Gen.  Streight  surrendered  the  command,  and  Mr.  Stoddard  with  the  regiment 
was  taken  prisoner  to  Eome.  From  there  they  were  sent  on  to  Belle  Island 
and  thence  to  City  Point,  where  they  were  paroled.  Our  subject  received  a 
short  furlough  home,  and  while  there  his  house  took  fire  and  burned  to  the 
ground.  He  obeyed  orders  though,  and  proceeded  to  Indianapolis ;  but  on  a 
petition  signed  by  the  citizens  of  Porter  County  to  the  Governor  of  Indiana 
he  came  home  on  a  furlough  to  build  his  wife  a  house.  Twenty  davs  later 
he  returned  to  his  command,  and  the  same  was  detailed  to  guard  Gen.  Mor- 
gan's men  at  Camp  Morton.  In  October,  1863,  Capt.  Stoddard  received  a 
recruiting  commission  from  the  Governor  and  formed  Company  M,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  in  Porter  County,  and  was  commissioned  Captain  of  the 
same  January  9,  186 1.  He  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Indianapolis,  and 
from  there  went  to  Nashville  to  take  charge  of  a  block  house.  After  a  month 
they  were  removed  to  Cold  Springs,  and  from  there  to  Point  Rock.  On  the 
12th  of  July  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  old  company  at  Limestone,  Alabama,  to 
receive  from  his  old  captain  final  papers  for  discharge,  and  when  returning, 
and  riding  with  some  soldiers  on  the  top  of  a  freight  car,  was  fired  upon  by 
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about  thirty  bushwhackers.  Four  soldiers  were  killed.  Four  balls  went 
through  Capt.  Stoddard's  clothing  without  injuring  him,  but  another  broke 
his  left  arm.  He  received  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days,  and  was  then  or- 
dered to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  in  the  hospital  one  month.  Return- 
ing home  he  voted  the  Repiiblicau  ticket  in  the  State  election,  and  later  paid 
his  way  home  to  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  president.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  since  the  war  has  been  engaged 
in  farming,  although  he  has  little  use  of  his  left  arm,  the  elbow  being  shat- 
tered. 

Capt.  Stoddard  was  born  September  12,  1830,  in  Canada,  and  was  a  son 
of  Sheldon  and  Olive  (Chipman)  Stoddard,  natives  respectively  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Vermont.  Sheldon  Stoddard  went  to  Canada  with  his  father,  Icabod 
Stoddard,  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  settled  about  sixty  miles 
from  Toronto.  In  that  country  he  married  Miss  Chipman,  w^ho  came  of  good 
old  New  England  stock,  and  twelve  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union: 
Icabod,  Trueman,  Polly,  Sarah,  William,  an  infant  died  unnamed,  Charlotte, 
Fannie,  Martha,  Olive,  Lewis,  and  Lyman.  In  1837  Mr.  Stoddard  moved  to 
Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  four  miles  southwest  of  Valparaiso,  where 
he  raised  one  crop.  The  land  was  then  entered  by  another  man  and  our  sub- 
ject lost  his  improvements.  The  following  year  he  bought  half  of  the  farm 
which  now  belongs  to  his  son  William,  and  on  this  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  dying  in  1852,  when  sixty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  an  Old  Line 
Whig  in  politics,  and  for  many  years  was  justice  of  the  peace.  An  upright, 
industrious  citizen,  he  was  universally  liked.  In  his  old  age  he  built  a  steam 
mill  at  and  contracted  five  miles  on  the  plank  road,  but  died  be- 
fore he  completed  his  contract.  The  toll-gate  at  Westville  was  established  by 
him. 

Our  subject  was  not  five  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  father  from 
Canada  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  so  that  when  he  came  to  Porter  County  in  1837  he 
was  about  seven  years  of  age.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  became  familiar  with 
every  duty.  In  February,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy 
Trinkle,  daughter  of  AVilliam  Trinkle.  Mrs.  Stoddard  died  in  1867,  and  in 
187G  Mr.  Stoddard  married  Mrs.  Harriet  Little,  widow  of  Richard  Little,  an 
old  soldier,  and  daughter  of  Palmer  Sumner,  who  was  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Porter  County,  where  he  was  for  many  years  constable.  Four  children 
have  been   born   to  Mr.  and   Mrs.   Stoddard:  Laura,  Ira,  Ray,  and  Ord.      In 
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politics  be  is  a  Eepublican,  and  socially  a  member  of  Walter  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
Hebron,  Indiana.  In  1850,  previous  to  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Stoddard 
walked  from  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  a  company  was  started  for  California,  and 
made  the  long  journey  of  2,000  miles  on  foot,  arriving  at  Hangtown,  Califor- 
nia, September  5,  1850.  This  was  before  his  twenty-first  birthday.  The 
entire  route  was  dotted,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  with  white  covers  of 
emigrant's  wagons.  Mr.  Stoddard  mined  at  Hangtown  and  Georgetown  and 
wintered  at  Indian  Flats.  Not  finding  much  gold  he  came  home  in  1851, 
via  Panama  and  New  York,  after  spending  ten  days  on  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 
He  inherited  120  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  Township,  this  county,  and  after 
marriage  settled  down  to  farming. 


-••••' 


JACOB   T.  FORBES. 

It  is  not  the  nursling  of  wealth  or  fortune,  who  has  been  dandled  into 
manhood  on  the  lap  of  prosperity,  that  carries  away  the  world's  honors  or 
wields  the  mightiest  influence;  but  it  is  rather  the  man  whose  earlier  years 
were  cheered  by  scarcely  a  single  proffer  of  aid  or  smile  of  approbation,  and 
has  drawp  from  adversity  the  elements  of  greatness.  Everywhere  in  human 
experience,  hardship  is  the  vestibule  of  the  highest  success.  Such  has  been 
the  experience  of  Jacob  T.  Forbes,  one  of  Porter  County's  most  substantial 
and  worthy  citizens.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Jackson  Township, 
and  springs  from  sturdy  Scotch-German  stock.  The  family  originated  in 
Scotland,  but  one  of  the  remote  ancestors  settled  in  Germany,  from  which 
country  Jacob  Forbes,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to  America. 
This  worthy  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  settled  in  Madison  County, 
New  York,  where  he  became  a  prosperous  farmer.  His  good  wife  lived  to  the 
great  age  of  108  years.  Our  subject  well  remembers  seeing  and  talking  to 
her  when  he  was  a  little  boy  of  about  five  years  old.  Members  of  this  family 
served  in  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  the  War  of  1812.  Jacob  Forbes,  son  of 
the  original  pioneer  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived  to  be  seventy-five 
years  of  age,  and  was  a  substantial  farmer  of  Madison  County,  New  York. 
11 
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He  married  Miss  Nancy  Shippy,  and  to  them  were  born  these  children:  Nich- 
olas, John,  David,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Margaret.  Mr.  Forbes  is  remembered 
as  a  man  of  excellent  habits,  and  one  whose  reputation  was  high  among  the 
people.  His  son,  David  Forbes,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Madi- 
son County,  New  York,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Martha  Sheridan,  who 
bore  him  these  children:  Jacob  T.,  Mary,  George,  Martha,  Isaac,  and  Ma- 
tilda. In  1823  Mr.  Forbes  moved  to  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  and  settled 
on  a  farm,  where  all  his  children  were  born,  with  the  exception  of  Jacob  T., 
who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Madison  County,  that  State.  In  1831  Mr. 
Forbes  moved  to  Canada,  and  settled  near  Hamilton,  where  he  remained  about 
five  years.  Keturning  to  the  Empire  State  he  settled  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
and  remained  there  until  186'4,  when  he  removed  to  Tama  County,  Iowa,  and 
resided  with  his  daughter  until  his  death  in  1889,  when  ninety-one  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious  citizen,  and  his  character  was  above 
reproach.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  both  he  and  wife 
were  Baptists. 

Jacob  T.  Forbes,  son  of  the  above  named  and  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  December  14,  1817,  on  his  father's 
farm,  received  little  or  no  education  in  youth,  and  as  he  grew  older  he  saw  that 
education  was  the  open  sesame  to  the  storehouse  of  riches  and  success.  Hence 
he  lost  no  opportunity  of  gathering  practical  knowledge.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  a  neighbor  he  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  also  acquired  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  of  arithmetic.  Since  that  time  he  has  educated  himself 
by  study,  and  by  the  perusal  of  good  books  and  papers,  to  which  he  has  always 
been  a  liberal  subscriber.  When  our  subject  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age 
his  parents  moved  to  Canada,  and  he  remained  there  after  his  father  returned 
to  the  States,  working  on  the  farms  by  the  month  until  he  was  married,  on  the 
2d  of  April,  1842,  to  Miss  Martha  Pettit,  daughter  of  Eobert  and  Abigail 
(Wilson)  Pettit,  both  of  English  origin.  Mr.  Pettit  was  a  wealthy  farmer 
residing  near  Hamilton,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  these  chil- 
dren: Charles,  Thomas,  William,  Nathaniel,  John  and  James,  Mary  Ann, 
Martha,  and  Abigail.  After  marriage  Mr.  Forbes  bought  about  150  acres  of 
land  near  Coburg,  Ontario,  and  resided  on  the  same  seven  years,  clearing  it  of 
timber  and  erecting  good  buildings.  In  October,  1854,  Mr.  Forbes  moved 
with  his  family,  then  consisting  of  his  wife  and  the  following  children,  Ham- 
ilton W.,  Thaddeus  H.,  Huldah  A.,  Matilda,  to  Westville,  Indiana.  Another 
child,  Andrew  Jackson,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Coburg,  Porter  County,  "Indiana, 
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and  he  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Settling  in  Jackson  Township,  Porter 
County,  Mr.  Forbes  purchased  115  acres  of  laud  where  the  railroad  station  of 
Coburg  now  stands,  but  which  was  then  covered  with  timber.  He  also  pur- 
chased 18  acres  of  Dr.  Henry  J.  Ellis,  and  on  this  erected  his  present  resi- 
dence. On  this  land,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  stood  an  old  fashioned  coun- 
try tavern,  which  had  long  sheltered  the  traveler  on  his  way  to  the  far-west. 
By  hard  labor  and  great  industry  Mr.  Forbes  cleared  his  land,  but  it  was  a 
number  of  years  before  he  could  make  much  headway  through  the  heavy  tim- 
ber. He  erected  a  good  house,  and  later  bought  a  saw-mill  near  his  residence, 
converting  the  same  into  a  stave  factory.  He  pushed  the  business  with  so 
much  energy  and  perseverance  that  in  four  years  he  sold  nearly  $80,000. 
worth,  mostly  to  one  firm  in  Chicago.  This  was  the  most  profitable  venture 
of  his  life,  and  in  it  he  cleared  at  least  $40,000.  During  these  years  he 
bought  land  until  he  finally  owned  about  1,300  acres,  most  of  which  he  has 
since  divided  among  his  sons.  He  retains  for  a  homestead  about  200  acres. 
In  1868-69  Mr.  Forbes  erected  a  commodious  brick  residence,  two  stories 
hisrh,  and  with  an  excellent  cellar  under  the  entire  structure.  Both  the 
walls  of  the  building  and  cellar  are  hollow,  making  it  perfectly  dry,  and  this 
was  the  first  house  in  the  county  with  hollow  walls.  He  has  also  erected  sub- 
tantial  barns  and  other  buildings.  Our  subject  named  the  station  of  Coburg 
after  the  town  of  Coburg  in  Canada.  His  two  sons,  Hamilton  and  Thad- 
deus,  are  prosperous  farmers  and  reside  near  the  station.  In  politics  Mr. 
Forbes  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  often  solicited  to  hold  ofiice,  but  does  not  care  to. 
In  his  religious  views  he  is  very  liberal.  During  his  long  life  of  hard  labor 
his  powerful  constitution  has  been  of  great  use  to  him,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six years  he  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  both  mentally  and  physically. 
His  capability  and  determination  are  well  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  in  middle 
life  he  bought  works  on  surveying,  and  with  some  little  assistance  from  prac- 
tical surveyors  he  was  enabled  to  survey  the  land  that  he  purchased.  He 
bought  of  Judge  Talcott,  of  Valparaiso,  who  was  one  of  the  early  surveyors  of 
Porter  County,  the  old  chain  and  compass  which  the  Judge  used  in  pioneer 
times,  and  these  instruments  are  yet  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
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WILLIAM   RINKER. 

It  is  with  pleasiire  that  we  recount  the  experiences  of  those  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  who  came  here  in  the  early  days  and  under- 
went hardships  and  privations  that  they  might  develop  the  rich  resources  of 
this  region  and  bring  about  the  condition  which  we  see  to-day.  Among  these 
brave  and  hardy  men  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Rinker,  who  was 
one  of  the  original  pioneers.  He  came  originally  from  Virginia,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Shenandoah  County,  in  1794,  and  was  of  an  old  Colonial  family, 
the  members  of  which  fought  bravely  for  Independence.  For  generations 
the  Rinker  family  resided  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  were  wealthy  and 
influential  people.  Henry  Rinker  married  Miss  Dorothy  Helseley,  and  their 
children  were:  Joseph,  Annie,  Catherine,  Amos,  John,  Lydia,  Levi,  William, 
and  Henry.  The  three  eldest  children  were  born  in  the  Old  Dominion.  At 
an  early  day  Henry  Rinker  left  his  native  State  and  turned  his  face  westward 
in  an  immense  old  fashioned  wagon,  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  capable  of 
carrying  tons.  He  made  his  way  to  Ohio,  and  locating,  resided  there  eleven 
years.  About  1833  he  pushed  on  to  the  Hoosier  State,  and  settled  in  La- 
Porte  County,  where  he  remained  a  year.  From  there  he  came  to  Porter 
County  and  built  a  house  on  the  LaPorte  road,  four  miles  east  of  Valparaiso, 
where  he  lived  many  years.  In  1841  he  moved  to  Rock  Island  County,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  ran  a  saw-mill  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  moved  to  Mad- 
ison County,  Illinois.  Still  later,  or  in  1859,  he  located  in  Grundy  County, 
Missouri,  and  there  died  when  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  strong 
man  physically — one  of  the  strongest  of  his  day  in  Porter  County — and 
was  industrious  and  progressive.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Four  of 
his  sons  were  in  the  Civil  War:  Levi,  Henry,  William,  and  John.  Levi 
was  in  a  Missouri  regiment,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh; 
Henry  was  in  the  Ninth  Illinois,  and  was  in  many  skirmishes,  and  John 
was  in  a  Kansas  regiment.  In  a  new  and  unsettled  countr}^  our  subject 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  he  well  remembers  the  appearance  of  the  country 
at  that  time,  and  that  he  played  with  Indian  children  when  a  small  boy.  In 
the  log  school  house  of  those  days  he  secured  a  fair,  education,  and  Judge 
Talcott,   of  Valparaiso,  was  one  of  his  first  teachers.     The  Judge  did  not 
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spare  the  rod,  and  our  subject,  with  others,  resolved  that  when  they  became 
men  the  Judge  would  have  to  suffer,  but  time,  the  healer  of  all  wounds, 
soothed  tlieir  tempers.  The  Judge  is  now  preaching  "peace  on  earth,  good 
will  towards  men."  Our  subject  attended  school  but  a  short  time,  for,  from 
the  time  he  reached  that  period  of  life  when  his  physical  strength  was  suffi- 
cient to  enable  him  to  wield  the  implements  of  husbandry  and  guide  the  plow, 
he  began  to  contribute  to  the  earning  of  his  own  bread.  On  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age — for  he  was  born  in  Porter 
County,  September  11,  1833 — -our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Parker. 
daughter  of  Miller  and  Orinda  (Jones)  Parker.  Mr.  Parker  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Porter  County,  as  there  were  but  three  white  families  in 
the  county  when  he  settled  in  Pleasant  Township,  about  four  miles  south  of 
the  home  of  our  subject.  These  three  families  were  those  of  Henry  Adams, 
John  Adams,  and  William  Eaton.  Mr.  Parker  became  a  wealthy  farmer  and 
owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  Pleasant  Township,  besides  a  valuable  tract  of 
woodland  near  Logansport.  On  the  24:th  of  December,  1829,  he  married 
Miss  Orinda  Jones,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Eichardson)  Jones, 
John  Jones  having  been  born  June  12,  1783,  and  his  wife  September  15, 
1808.  Mr.  Jones  was  a  famous  pioneer  Methodist  minister  of  this  county, 
and  his  double  log  house  was  the  home  of  all  the  traveling  Methodist  minis- 
ters of  that  day.  To  Miller  Parker  and  wife  were  born  three  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  John  W.,  who  died  when 
nearly  sixty  years  of  age,  leaving  a  family;  and  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject. 
The  latter  was  born  in  this  county  May  29, 1837.  Miller  Parker  died  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-two.  He  was  a  man  of  high  character  and  uprightness,  and  he 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Einker 
have  been  born  seven  children:  John  W.,  born  July  31,  1856;  Henry  M., 
born  February  14,  1859;  Lennie  O.,  born  February  9,  1861,  and  died  October 
13,  1862;  William  A.,  born  September  11,  1867;  Maggie,  born  July  24,  1871; 
Kittie  B.,  born  October  5,  1878 ;  and  Mantie  E.,  born  July  22,  1874,  and  died 
February  28,  1876.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Einker  resided  in  Tassi- 
nong  for  about  four  years,  and  then  moved  to  the  farm  where  they  now  live. 
This  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  rural  homes  in  the  section,  and  everything  about  the 
place  shows  that  an  experienced  hand  is  at  the  helm.  On  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  Mr.  Einker  enlisted  at  Chicago  in  Capt.  N.  M.  Buel's  Com- 
pany G,  Ninth  Eegiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry,  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Chicago,  May  15, 1865.     He  served 
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priucipally  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee.  TLie  first  year, 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  was  against  the  rebel  General  Price  and  the  guer- 
rillas, and  was  very  severe  and  dangerous.  One  sharp  skirmish  was  fought 
at  Peach  Orchard  Bluffs  in  1862,  on  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri  lina  The 
regiment  then  went  to  Memphis  to  recruit  and  watch  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  and  later   participated   in   the   battle   of .      After  the 

Confederates  attacked  Colliersville,  Tennessee,  a  hard  fight  occurred,  and  the 
Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  took  an  important  part  and  distinguished  itself.  At 
Salem,  Mississippi,  another  hard  fight  occurred,  and  the  Union  army,  running 
out  of  ammunition,  retreated.  Another  severe  engagement  took  place  at  Tupelo, 
and  numerous  brisk  skirmishes.  Between  La  Fayette  and  Moscow,  Tennessee, 
December  8,  1863,  a  few  days  before  the  fight  at  Moscow,  a  detail  of  one 
hundred  men  was  sent  to  burn  a  bridge.  On  crossing  this  bridge,  which  was 
guarded  by  a  heavy  rebel  picket,  the  Union  lieutenant  ordered  his  men  not  to 
fire,  but  to  take  them  prisoners.  The  Confederates  retreated  to  a  washout 
and  here  Mr.  Rinker's  horse  fell  and  injured  him.  He  was  taken  to  Fort  La 
Fayette,  but  in  a  day  or  two  partially  recovered  and  was  sent  with  eight  men 
to  guard  a  bridge.  There  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  Hull's  Springs,  Mis- 
sissippi, thence  to  Oxford,  from  there  to  Brandon,  and  then  to  Cahala,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  was  kept  for  two  months  in  a  stockade  and  a  tobacco  ware- 
house. He  was  fed  and  treated  fairly  well  for  a  prisoner.  He  was  sent  to 
Andersonville,  Georgia,  March,  1864,  and  remained  there  until  October  1  of 
the  same  j'ear,  when  on  the  threatened  attack  by  Sherman's  troops;  he  was 
sent  with  all  the  able  bodied  prisoners  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The 
prisoners  numbered  about  four  hundred  souls,  and  were  marched  through 
the  city  and  encamped  in  the  court  house  yard,  directly  under  fire  from 
the  Federal  forts.  The  city  was  being  bombarded  and  the  bursting  shells 
were  very  numerous.  It  was  expected  that  the  Federals  would  cease  firing 
when  they  learned  that  the  Union  prisoners  were  exposed.  Under  a  flag 
of  truce  the  Confederates  sent  word  to  the  Federal  commander  that  the 
Union  prisoners  were  under  fire.  Word  was  sent  back  to  immediately  re- 
move the  prisoners  out  of  range  of  the  guns,  or  ten  Confederates  would 
be  executed  for  every  Union  prisoner  killed.  After  this  the  prisoners  were 
removed  to  the  fair  grounds,  a  safe  place,  but  received  very  little  attention, 
their  rations  being  a  little  raw  corn  meal.  Our  subject  remained  there 
two  weeks  and  was  then  taken  to  Florence,  South  Carolina,  to  a  stockade, 
where  he  remained  until  the  last  of  December,  1864.      From  there  he  was 
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sent  to  Charleston,  and  thence  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where  he  was  ex- 
changed. He  was  in  the  Andersonville  prison  more  than  six  mouths  and 
witnessed  all  its  horrors.  With  the  help  of  three  comrades  he  made  a  little 
hut  out  of  some  dry  bricks  and  covered  it  with  sticks,  brush,  and  mud,  and 
in  this  he  lived  while  in  Andersonville.  They  got  the  brush  and  sticks  from 
outside  while  carrying  out  the  dead.  The  prisoners  were  divided  up  into 
regiments  of  1,000,  companies  of  100,  and  over  every  hundred  was  placed  a 
sergeant,  who  received  and  divided  the  rations.  These  companies  were 
further  divided  into  squads  of  twenty-five.  Prisoners  died  every  day,  and 
any  soldier  who  found  a  dead  body  would  claim  the  right  to  carry  it  out. 
Fights  sometimes  occurred  for  the  privilege,  for  in  that  way  the  prisoners 
could  get  outside  and  obtain  wood,  pine  brush,  perhaps  some  roots,  or  trade 
a  little,  the  guards  being  quite  lenient.  Mr.  Rinker  being  sergeant  over  a 
squad  of  one  hundred  men,  received  an  extra  ration,  which  he  divided  with 
the  three  companions  with  whom  he  lived,  and  every  morning  called  the  roll, 
a  small  blank  book  being  furnished  for  that  purpose.  When  a  death  occurred 
he  would  put  down  the  name,  company,  regiment.  State,  and  pin  these  on  the 
soldier's  breast.  Those  who  buried  the  dead  would  cut  oxi  a  rude  board,  in 
rough  letters,  these  marks;  but  many  received  no  marks  at  all.  Mr.  Rinker 
saw  the  raiders  plunder  men  and  saw  six  of  these  raiders  executed.  He  saw 
the  famous  Capt.  Wirz,  and  saw  many  men  shot  for  crossing  the  "dead  line." 
At  one  time  he  heard  Wirz  order  the  guard  on  the  wall  at  the  South  gate  to 
shoot  an  old  soldier  whose  leg  had  been  shot  off  at  Chickamauga,  and  the 
soldier  fell  right  by  Mr.  Rinker,  shot  through  the  heart.  He  has  seen  men 
shot  for  reaching  over  a  log  just  outside  the  dead  line,  trying  to  fill  their  can- 
teens with  water  a  little  purer.  Mr.  Rinker  well  remembers  a  heavy  storm 
of  rain  which  flooded  his  hut,  overflowed  the  creek  and  washed  out  the  stock- 
ade on  both  sides,  quite  a  gap  being  made  on  the  east  side.  He  also  remem- 
bers the  breaking  out  of  the  spring  of  pure  water  which  relieved  the  prisoners. 
Ml'.  Rinker's  rations  were  a  pint  of  raw  corn  meal  every  evening,  a  little 
molasses,  and  a  piece  of  pork  or  beef,  about  two  inches  square.  For  a  change 
be  sometimes  had  a  little  rice  cooked  with  a  piece  of  spoiled  meat,  a  hor- 
rible mess  indeed.  He  sufFered  much  with  scurvy,  and  many  prisoners 
died  from  this  disease.  Although  he  became  weak,  Mr.  Rinker  endured 
the  life  better  in  Andersonville  than  at  Charleston  or  Florence,  but  when 
he  reached  home  he  was  neai-ly  dead.  It  was  thought  by  all  that  he  could 
not  live  a  month,  but  he  gradually  came  out  all  right.      When    first   cap- 
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tured,  he  was  relieved  of  money,  watch,  knife,  blanket,  etc.  He  procured 
a  rebel  battle  flag  in  the  Confederate  camp  at  Panola,  Mississippi,  the  army 
having  left,  sent  it  home  and  has  it  now.  It  was  a  beautiful  flag  at  one 
time,  but  was  badly  torn  and  used  up  when  found  by  our  subject.  It  was 
made  of  white  silk,  and  presented  by  the  ladies  of  Panola,  Mississippi,  to  the 
Sixth  Mississippi  Confederate  Infantry,  and  bears  the  following  motto:  "  Our 
country,  right  or  wrong."  Thirteen  stars  were  worked  in  red  silk,  one  large 
star  was  worked  in  yellow,  and  there  were  five  red  silk  bars.  After  returning 
home  Mr.  Rinker  was  ill  for  four  years,  and  since  then  he  has  followed  farm- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  he  and  wife  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Cliristian  Church.  Our  subject  has  a  good  home  and  an 
intelligent  family  of  children,  who  stand  high  in  the  community. 
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THOMAS   H.  PATRICK. 

Porter  County,  Indiana,  has  within  her  borders  many  men  toward  whom 
she  may  justly  point  the  finger  of  pride,  and  whose  names  are  synonymous 
with  her  advancement  in  every  particular.  Prominent  among  them  stands 
the  name  of  Thomas  H.  Patrick,  the  popular  and  efiScient  Recorder  of  the 
County.  The  ancestral  history  of  the  Patrick  family  in  America  dates  from 
Colonial  times,  when  three  brothers  of  that  name  left  the  North  of  Ireland, 
crossed  the  ocean,  and  settled  in  this  country,  one  in  Pennsylvania,  another  in 
New  Jersey  and  the  other  in  the  Empire  State.  From  these  three  brothers 
have  descended  all  the  Patricks  in  America,  so  far  as  known.  Thomas  Patrick, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  descendant  of  the  Pennsylvania  branch, 
and  was  born  in  York  County,  that  State.  At  an  early  date  he  moved 
from  that  county  to  Wayne  Count}',  Ohio,  where  he  was  among  the  very  first 
settlers,  there  being  but  three  white  families  in  the  county  at  that  time.  In- 
dians were  numerous  and  wild  game    abundant.        Mr.   Patrick    cleared  a 

farm  and — 

"  He  cut,  he  logged,  he  cleared  his  lot 

And  into  many  a  dismal  spot  he  let  the  light  of  day." 
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He  was  a  typical  pioneer  hunter  and  an  enterprising,  thorough-going 
citizen  who,  before  he  passed  to  that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  saw 
waving  fields  of  grain  where  once  had  been  heavy  timber,  and  knew  this  to 
have  been  brought  about  by  his  own  efforts.  His  death  occurred  on  the  farm 
when  sixty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  the  father  of  four  children  :  James, 
Kuth,  Robert  and  Thomas,  by  his  first  marriage,  and  one,  Isaac,  by  his  second 
union.  His  second  wife  was  a  widow  with  two  sons,  Alexander  and  John. 
Mr.  Patrick  was  an  old  school  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  belief.  His  son, 
James  Patrick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  borne  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  in 
1805,  and  was  reared  to  sturdy  manhood  amid  the  rude  surroundings  of  pio- 
neer life.  In  the  common  schools  he  received  his  education,  and  after  reaching 
mature  years  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Culbertson  who  bore  him  ten  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Alexander  C,  William,  Jane,  Lydia  S.,  Thomas  H.,  Ann  E., 
James  H.,  Eobert  E.,  Edith  M.  and  Albert.  The  latter  died  when  a  child. 
Mr.  Patrick  moved  from  Wayne  County  to  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  at  an  early 
day,  and  cleared  the  land  on  which  a  part  of  the  town  of  Findley  now  stands. 
He  partially  entered  the  land  but  about  1838  or  '39  moved  from  Hancock  to 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1854.  After  that  he 
settled  at  Auburn,  DeKalb  County,  Indiana,  and  there  died  in  1856  when 
about  fifty -one  years  of  age.  All  his  life  he  had  been  a  mill  owner  and  far- 
mer, and  ran  a  water  sawmill  and  grist  mill  at  Benton,  Holmes  County,  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  an  unlimited  amount  of  energy  and 
perseverance  and  one  who  was  highly  esteemed  wherever  he  made  his  home. 
Like  his  father  he  was  an  old  school  Presbyterian. 

Thomas  H.  Patrick,  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  July  30,  1840,  and  there  received  a  fair  common 
school  education.  He  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died 
and  from  that  time  up  he  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  He  went 
with  the  family  to  Cold  Water,  Michigan,  but  after  residing  there  one  year 
they  moved  to  Bristol,  Elkhart  County,  Indiana.  There  our  subject  worked  on 
a  farm  in  the  summer  and  attended  school  during  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  he  came  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  worked  on  a  farm  until  fall  and 
then  went  to  Burr  Oak  where  he  served  two  years  as  apprentice  to  the  harness 
business.  Afterward  he  served  one  year  apprentice  as  a  carriage  trimmer  at 
Cold  Water,  Michigan,  after  which  he  went  to  Sturges,  that  State,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of  1861.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  the  First  Michigan  Regiment,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  a  lame  limb. 
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an  accident  in  his  childhood.  His  emplojei-  refused  to  hire  him  on  account  of 
his  enlistment  and  he  went  to  Cold  Water,  Michigan,  where  he  worked  for 
John  Beadle  until  the  middle  of  July,  1861.  From  there  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Government  as  harness 
maker  in  the  government  shops  and  in  camps  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
He  remained  in  this  bu9ine.ss  until  the  summer  of  1864,  when  he  returned  to 
Bristol,  Indiana,  and  was  ill  all  summer.  In  December,  1864,  he  came  to 
Valparaiso,  and  worked  for  W.  F.  Mann  for  four  years,  after  which  he  started 
a  shop.  This  he  carried  on  until  1883  when  he  was  disabled  by  pneumonia 
and  sold  out.  He  spent  the  summer  and  fall  in  Spokane,  Washington,  (then 
a  territory)  for  his  health,  and  in  1887  he  returned  to  Valparaiso  and  em- 
barked in  the  harness  and  carriage  trimming  business.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  by  the  Republican  party  Recorder  of  Porter  County  and  this  position 
he  still  holds  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people.  Socially  he  is  a 
Mason,  a  K.  T.,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  except  Eminent  Commander, 
which  he  failed  to  reach  on  account  of  sickness.  On  the  28th  of  November, 
1868,  he  married  Miss  Melinda  E.  Paramore,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Eliza  S. 
(Ellis)  Paramore.  Her  father  was  a  leading  physician  for  many  years  and 
was  well  known  in  all  the  cities  of  Porter  County.  Dr.  William  C.  Paramore 
was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  in  1809,  and  was  there  educated.  When 
a  young  man  he  was  a  soldier  in  King  George's  Army,  stationed  at  Ft.  George, 
Scotland,  and  tliere  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Tovey  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren: Edward  F.,  John  W.  and  Charles  H.  H.  In  the  year  1830  Dr.  Par- 
amore came  to  America  and  settled  in  Ohio.  He  studied  medicine  at  Cin- 
cinnati and  Chicago,  practiced  in  Ohio  for  some  time,  and  in  July,  1855,  came 
to  Valparaiso,  Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  His  first  wife  died  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  he  subsequently  married 
Miss  Eliza  S.  Ellis  of  New  York  State.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
seven  children:  Ellis  M.,  died  in  infancy;  Melinda  E. ;  William  C,  died  when 
young;  George  W.,  killed  by  an  accident;  Mary  A.,  died  in  infancy;  William 
C,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Zauesville,  Ohio,  and  Hattie  B.,  the  youngest  of 
the  Doctor's  children,  married  Joseph  L.  Doyle,  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Valparaiso.  Dr.  Paramore  had  two  sons  in  the  Rebellion,  Ed- 
ward F.,  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment  and  Charles  H.  H.,  in  an  Ohio  regiment. 
For  many  years  the  Doctor  was  the  leading  physician  in  Valparaiso.  He  was 
a  man  of  sterling  character,  charitable  and  kind  to  the  poor,  and  respected  by 
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all  who  knew  him.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  were  born  three  children:  "Wil- 
liam C.  who  is  one  of  the  youngest  fireman  on  the  Chicago  <fe  Grand  Trunk 
II.  K.,  and  Edith  S.  who  was  made  her  father's  deputy  and  has  well  filled  the 
place  during  the  term  of  his  office.    The  youngest,  Edward  C,  died  in  infancy. 


)••  •- 


JOHN  C,   FLINT. 

This  prominent  citizen  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  is  one  of  five  hundred 
men  who  served  four  years  and  five  months  in  the  Civil  War.  He  has  also 
been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  this  county  for  many  years,  and 
in  every  walk  of  life  has  conducted  himself  in  an  honorable,  upright  manner. 
In  tracing  his  genealogy,  we  find  that  the  family  name  was  originally  Ved- 
der,  but  was  changed  by  the  great-grandmother  of  our  subject,  who  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Flint.  The  family  settled  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  New 
York,  in  Colonial  times,  and  is  of  Dutch  origin.  Zachariah  Flint,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
tilling  the  soil.  He  was  married  in  Montgomery  County,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Kowe,  who  bore  him  seven  children,  as  follows:  Austin  V.,  served 
in  the  Civil  War  over  three  years,  in  the  Sixty-Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry; Mary  E.,  John  C,  Jerusha  L.,  Catherine,  Martha  J.  and  Sarah  A., 
all  born  in  the  Empire  State.  In  1855  Mr.  Flint  moved  to  Kankakee  County, 
Illinois,  settled  on  a  farm,  and  remained  on  the  same  until  his  death  in  1869, 
when  seventy-one  years  of  age.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  man 
universally  respected.  John  C.  Flint,  our  subject,  is  a  son  of  New  York 
State,  born  in  Montgomery  County,  May  20,  1838,  and  in  the  graded  school 
at  Greenville  he  secured  a  good,  practical  education.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  remained  at  home  on  the 
farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then  enlisted  at  Chicago  in  Com- 
pany K,  Forty-Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  16,  1861,  and 
served  first  in  the  Western  Army  under  Gen.  Fremont,  and  was  afterwards 
detailed  under  Col.  Buford  for  service  at  Island  No.  10.  He  participated  in 
the  following  engagements:  Island  No.  10,  siege  of  Corinth,  Tallahoma  cam- 


172  PICTORIAL  AND 

paign,   siege  of  Nashville,  battle  of   Stone  River,   Chickamauga,  Chattanooga, 
Sherman's  campaign,  siege  of  Atlanta,   Columbus,  Tenn. ;  Spring  Hill,  Frank- 
lin, Nashville,    Resaca,   Rutherford   Creek,    New   Hope    Church,    Peach   Tree 
Creek,  etc.      He  was  wounded   in   the   right   side  of   the   head   by   a   shell  at 
Stone  River,  and  was  senseless  on  the  field  for  three  hours  and  reported  dead. 
Although  he  remained  with  his  regiment,  he  was  afterwards  sick  in  the  hospi- 
tal for  two  and  a  half  months.     This  was  the  field  hospital  at  Vining  Station, 
the  field  hospital  at  Chattanooga  and  tlie  hospital  at  Lookout  Mountain ;  these 
moves  having  been  made  on  account  of  Wheeler's  raids.     Mr.  Flint  was  first 
honorably  discharged  in  1863,  but  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company  and  regi- 
ment, and   was  finally   discharged  at  Port  Labaca,  Texas,  December  12,  1865. 
For  two  years  after   this  he  followed   farming   in  Kankakee  County,  Illinois, 
on  the  old  home   place,  and  March  18,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rue  A. 
Rowe,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Teneyck)  Rowe,  both  of  Dutch  origin 
and  old  settlers  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.      William  Rowe  came   to  Illinois,  set- 
tled first  in  Chicago,  and  in  1836  near  Joliet,  whei'e  he  followed  farming  un- 
til his  death  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.     He  was  the  father  of 
twelve  children,   John,  Cornelia,  Elizabeth,  George,  who  served  in  the  Forty- 
Second  Illinois  Regiment  during  the  Rebellion ;  Jane,  Rue  A.,  Ellen,  Orrilla, 
Winfield,    Celestia,  William   and  Sarah.     Mi-.    Rowe  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren   Church.       After  marriage    Mr.    Flint  settled   in  Iroquois 
County,  Illinois,  remained  there  two  years,  and  then  moved  to  Benton  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  twenty-two  years.      From  this  farm 
of  eighty  acres  he  moved  in  1889,  and  settled  in  Valparaiso  in  order  to  edu- 
cate his  children;  AUie  E.,  William  S.,  Eva  A.,  Fred  U.  and  Jesse  M.     He 
bought  two  houses  in  the  city,  and  here  he  resides  at  the  present  time.     Mr. 
Flint  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  is  senior  vice-commander.     In   re- 
ligion he  and   wife  are  Methodists,  although   for  twenty  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren   Church,  holding  all  the  lay  ofiices  in  the  same. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  adds    his  influence  to  every  cause 
that  needs  a  helpful   impetus,  and   promises  to  be  of   benefit  to  the  people  at 
large.     We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  this  worthy  gentleman  and  his  family 
among  the  many  prominent  agriculturists,  whose  biographies  are  given  in  this 
work. 
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JOSEPH   HACK. 

The  origin  of  the  wagou  is  traced  to  the  Egyptians,  who  were  the  first 
to  place  a  body  on,  or  construct  a  vehicle  of,  wheels.  A  rough  axle  was  made 
from  the  limb  of  a  tree,  and  two  wheels  were  constructed  by  sawing  off  the 
ends  of  a  log,  and  running  the  axle  through  the  centre  of  the  wheel-shaped 
contrivance.  From  this  primary  vehicle  the  development  of  the  wagou  is 
traced  to  its  present  excellent  state,  and  the  magnificent  carriages  that  are 
now  in  use,  may  also  be  traced  to  this  source.  Joseph  Hack,  who  is  a  suc- 
cessful carriage  manufacturer  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Crown  Point, 
Indiana,  was  born  in  Trier,  Rhine  Province,  Prussia,  March  18,  1825,  a  son 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Schneider)  Hack,  who  came  to  America  in  1837  and 
settled  in  St.  John's,  Indiana,  on  the  17th  of  September  of  that  year.  Here 
the  father  died  in  1857  and  the  mother  in  1855,  and  both  are  now  sleeping 
their  long  last  sleep  in  Hack  Cemetery,  St.  Johns.  To  them  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  five  daughters  were  given,  all  of  whom  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  this  country.  John  Hack  pre-empted  the  first  piece  of  land  in  the  township 
of  St.  Johns,  and  it  was  the  first  piece  of  land  purchased  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  Lake  County.  He  was  an  active  and  energetic  man  of  affairs,  be- 
came well  and  favorably  known  in  the  section  in  which  he  was  born,  and  upon 
locating  in  America  he  also  gathered  about  him  many  friends,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  many  of  his  countrymen  to  this  country,  all  of  whom  have 
become  substantial  citizens.  The  result  was  that  St.  Johns  township  was 
very  rapidly  settled  by  hardy  and  industrious  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  In 
the  death  of  Mr.  Hack,  the  community  lost  an  active  and  useful  citizen,  and 
his  family  a  faithful  friend  and  wise  counsellor. 

Of  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  himself  and  wife,  all  married  and 
reared  families:  John,  who  died  in  St.  Johns,  Indiana;  Mathias  Joseph  died 
at  Crown  Point;  Mathias  died  in  Kansas;  Petei-,  living  in  Michigan  City; 
Joseph  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Nicholas,  living  in  Los  Angeles  County, 
California;  Angeline  (Mrs.  Gard)  died  in  Hanover  Township,  Lake  County, 
Indiana;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Glasen)  died  in  St.  Johns  Township;  Susanna 
(Mrs.  Souder)  died  in  Strassbourg,  Illinois;  Catherine  (Mrs.  Seberger)  died 
in   St.  Johns  Township,  and  Hannah    (Mrs.   Thielen)   also  died  in  St.  Johns 
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Township.  She  was  the  third  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth.  Joseph  Hack 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  in  St.  Johns  Township,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  went  to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  after  learning  the  car- 
riage maker's  trade,  came  to  Crown  Point  in  the  spring  of  1851,  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  place  ever  since.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  here  with  Miss  Catherine  Leinen,  born  in  the  snme 
country  and  in  the  same  locality  as  himself,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Barbara 
Leinen,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1847.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hack 
have  reared  three  sous  and  three  daughters:  George  J.,  Matilda,  Helena, 
Frank  G.,  Caroline  and  Joseph  P.  George  J.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Lorg  and 
has  four  children;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  John  Kratz;  Frank  is  also  married, 
and  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Eichard  G.  Bielefeld.  In  1882  the  angel  of  death 
entered  the  Hack  home  and  took  from  it  the  wife  and  mother,  and  she  is  now 
resting  in  Crown  Point  Cemetery.  Of  this  family  there  are  now  in  the  line  of 
Mr.  Hack's  children  over  five  hundred  people  who  are  their  uncles,  aunts, 
cousins  and  second  cousins.  John  Hack,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  an  only  son. 


'•••< 


CHRISTOPHER  BATES. 

A  worthy  history  of  Porter  County,  Indiana  could  not  be  given  without 
mentioning  the  name  of  Christopher  Bates,  who,  for  over  fifty  years,  has  been 
a  prominent  resident  of  this  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  Gth  of  October,  1829,  and 
both  his  parents.  Hale  and  Augusta  (Webber)  Bates,  were  natives  of  that 
state  also.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  seven  years  of  age,  he 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  was  brought  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  at  which  time  it  was  in  a  very 
primitive  condition,  inhabited  mostly  by  Indians  and  various  wild  animals. 
Almost  immediately  thereafter  Hale  Bates  became  the  purchaser  of  about 
one  thousand  and  four  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  a  considerable  portion 
of  which   he  cleared  and  improved  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
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the  house  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living,  in  October,  1854. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  June,  1866,  when  she  was  also  called  to  that 
"  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,"  having  become  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive:  Christopher,  and  Alice,  wife  of  Jerome  Eathbone, 
who  resides  in  Boone  Township,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Bates  homestead. 
Three  children  died  in  infancy,  and  Ehoda,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
became  the  wife  of  Prof.  Banta  of  the  Valparaiso  schools.  Nothwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  country  was  in  an  unsettled  and  unbroken  condition  in  both 
Michigan  and  Indiana  at  the  time  his  parents  located  in  these  states,  Christo- 
pher was  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a  common  school  education.  On  the  18th 
of  April,  1850,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Hannah  Adams,  a  daughter  of  S.  Adams 
of  Boone  township,  who  was  an  old  and  highly  respected  resident  of  this  section, 
and  who  has  been  dead  for  some  twenty  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  six 
children  have  been  given,  only  three  of  whom  survive:  James,  a  resident  of 
Idaho ;  Hale,  who  married  the  daughter  of  David  Holburt  and  resides  on  the 
Holburt  homestead;  and  Mary  who  married  Benjamin  Nichols  and  resides  in 
Hebron,  Indiana.  Khoda,  Hale  and  Hale  (named  for  his  brother)  are  deceased. 
He  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democrat  party  but  his  father  was  an 
ardent  Whig. 


-••••< 


PATRICK   REILLEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Patrick  Eeilley,  was  born  with  the  heritage  of  a 
good  name,  on  New  Tear's  morning,  1848,  in  the  village  of  Verplank's  Point, 
about  thirty  miles  from  New  York  City.  He  had  not  yet  reached  his  teens 
when  the  grim  messenger  entered  the  little  home  and  robbed  him  of  both  parents. 
Their  names  were  James  and  Bridget  (McDonald)  Eeilley,  and  both  were 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Erin,  where  they  were  also  married.  The  father,  at  the  time 
of  the  trouble  in  Ireland,  took  up  arms  for  the  freedom  of  his  countrymen,  and 
as  a  consequence  had  to  flee  the  country  in  1846,  coming  to  "  the  land  of  the 
free."  He  and  his  family  settled  at  Verplank's  Point,  and,  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  about  eight  years  old,  moved  to  New  York  where  the  father 
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secured  the  position  of  superintendent  of  a  street  horse  car  line.  Shortly 
after  he  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  after  which  his  widow  married  again 
and  later  died  of  typhoid  fever.  Their  union  resulted  in  tlie  birth  of  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  but  Patrick  and  Bridget,  wife  of  John 
Essick  of  Indiana.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  Patrick  began  making  his 
home  with  an  aunt  and  by  kind  relatives  was  sent  to  the  public  schools  and 
later  to  a  parochial  school,  where  he  obtained  a  practical  education.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen,  when  the  war  cloud  burst  in  all  its  fmy,  he  enlisted  as  a 
drummer  boy  in  Company  H,  First  Regiment  of  New  Yoi-k,  and  started  to 
Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida,  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  battles  of 
Peninsular  Campaign.  After  four  j-ears  service  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Coi'ps  under  Col.  Zealand,  he  joined  the  flagship  of  the  Potomac  flotilla, 
where  he  remained  under  Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  After  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same 
corps  and  was  sent  out  in  the  United  States  man-of-war  "  Gareur,"  with 
which  he  served  three  years,  visiting  all  the  principal  ports  of  Europe. 
When  his  time  had  again  expired  he  was  ti'ansferred  to  the  United  States 
man-of-war  "  Brooklyn,"  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  paid  off. 
While  in  the  service  of  his  country,  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the 
battle  of  Big  Bethel,  Williamsburg  and  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  He  was 
present  also  at  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  and  was  within  fifty  feet  of  the 
barn  in  which  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin  of  President  Lincoln,  was  con- 
cealed, and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  actor.  He  was  in  the  thickest  of  a 
number  of  battles  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock.  When  the  hot  lead 
poured  into  the  Union  lines  like  hail,  he  bravely  marched  at  the  head,  and, 
unlike  many  of  his  comrades,  he  lived  to  tell  the  story  of  those  awful  slaugh- 
ters. When  the  war  was  over  and  he  was  paid  off  he  returned  to  the  place  of 
his  birth,  subsequently  moving  to  Cambridge,  a  suburb  of  Boston,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  John  Reardon  &  Son.  During  the  eighteen  years  that 
he  remained  with  this  firm  he  filled  many  important  positions,  but  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  was  offered  a  paying  position  with  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company, 
of  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  in  April,  1SS4,  took  full  charge  of  their  oleomar- 
garine plant,  which,  under  his  management,  has  increased  until  it  is  not  second 
to  any  in  the  world.  Experts  who  have  examined  the  products  of  this  estab- 
lishment say  that  the  butter  as  manufactured  by  Mr.  Reilley  is,  without  doubt, 
the  finest  in  the  market.  In  1889  Mr.  Reilley  entered  the  political  arena  and 
made   tlie  race  for  citv  alderman  from  the  Third  Ward,  and  was  elected,  and 
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in  1892  was  again  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  that  ward  to  represent  them  in 
the  cuuncil.  After  his  seconil  term  he  was  elected  President  of  that  body, 
and  when  Mayor,  now  Congressman  Hammond,  resigned,  Mr.  Keilley  was 
appointed  by  that  body  to  fill  that  chair.  During  the  time  that  he  has  held 
-this  office  he  has  accomplished  a  number  of  things  which  his  predecessors 
had  overlooked  and  has  proven  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  is  a 
man  of  much  push  and  spirit,  is  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  has  always  been 
liberal  in  his  support  of  enterprises  which  tend  to  build  up  the  city  in  which 
he  lives.  In  May,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Sweeney,  by  whom 
he  has  had  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mary  A.,  Katie, 
Bridget,  Nora,  Julia,  James  and  Edward.  Agnes,  Jerome  and  Francis  are 
deceased. 


'  ••• ' 


A.  W.  WARREN. 

The  practical  value  of  shrewdness  and  discrimination,  combined  with 
strict  probity,  is  exemplified  in  the  prosperous  condition  of  those  who  transact 
business  on  these  principles.  Mr.  Wan-en  is  a  man  who  has  kept  fully  abreast 
of  the  times  in  regard  to  realty,  and  is  a  member  of  the  well-known  real  estate 
firm  of  Warren,  Gostlin  &  Co.,  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  who  have  borne  out  the 
fact  that  good  management,  fair  dealing  and  application  to  business  will 
result  in  profit  to  the  parties  interested. 

The  senior  member  of  this  firm,  Mr.  Warren,  was  born  at  Trenton  Falls, 
New  York,  in  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Aaron  and  Freelove  (Harvey)  Warren. 
Both  families  trace  their  descent  directly  to  old  and  well-descended  English 
families,  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  colonial  times,  and  their 
descendants,  who  were  numerous  and  wide-spread,  were  enthusiastic  patriots 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  were  active  participants  in  the  struggle 
for  American  liberty.  Among  those  who  shed  their  blood  and  gave  their 
lives  to  the  cause,  was  Gen.  Warren,  who  fell  on  the  field  of  Bnnker  Hill, 
and  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Stillwater. 
12 
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Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  his  grandfather  emigrated 
to  the  then  wilds  of  Northern  New  York,  and  located  on  a  land  grant  on  the 
Onondaga  hills  of  Oneida  County,  where  his  father  was  born  and  raised. 
The  farm  they  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
in  that  locality,  and  still  remains  in  possession  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Warren's  boyhood  was  uneventful.  He  obtained  a  fair  education  at 
the  public  schools  and  at  the  Falley  Seminary,  at  Fulton,  New  York. 

At  the  first  call  for  volunteers,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  a  two 
years'  regiment,  which  time  he  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  par- 
ticipated in  all  its  movements  and  engagements,  from  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run  to  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  after  which  he  was  mustered  out  by 
reason  of  expiration  of  enlistment. 

After  a  few  months  at  home  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  took  the  field  again  under  Gen.  Phil.  Sheridan, 
and  served  as  one  of  his  rough  riders  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Soon  after 
his  re-enlistment  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of  Company  M,  and 
owing  to  the  death  or  discharge  of  other  officers  was  soon  senior  officer  in 
command  of  a  squadron,  which  position  he  held  until  mustered  out  at  Syra- 
cuse, New  York,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Warren  was  wounded  three 
times  during  his  service,  and  came  out  with  his  constitution  badly  impaired 
by  the  vicissitudes  and  hardships  he  underwent. 

He  was  married  in  1865,  and  went  to  Chicago  in  1868,  where  he 
engaged  in  architecture,  and  later  on  quite  extensively  in  building  and  con- 
tracting. In  1888  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1890  invested  considerable  capital  in  the  city  of  Hammond,  where 
he  now  resides.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  are  the  owners  of  over 
two  thousand  lots  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  property  in  this  city,  to 
which  they  have  made  and  are  still  adding  extensive  improvements,  and  take 
pride  in  conducting  their  business  by  the  most  honorable  methods. 

Mr.  Warren  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  by  whom  he  had 
one  daughter,  Katherine,  was  called  from  life  in  1876.  He  was  married  to 
his  second  wife,  Miss  Dorcas  Webb,  in  1878,  by  whom  he  has  also  one 
daughter,  Ruth.  His  eldest  daughter  is  still  a  member  of  his  family.  Mr. 
Warren  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  liberal  and  independent. 
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W.  H.  GOSTLIN. 

The  constant  change  in  the  ownership  of  property,  and,  on  account  of  the 
loans  always  being  made  and  released  on  it,  necessitates  those  who  makes  the 
deals  and  standing  between  buyer  and  seller,  loaner  and  lessee,  the  real  estate 
agent,  to  be  possessed  of  the  best  judgment  and  knowledge.  Among  the 
representative  men  who  have  embarked  iu  this  line  of  business  is  W.  H. 
Gostlin,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Warren,  Gostlin  &  Co.,  of  Hammond. 
Mr.  Gostlin  was  born  in  Brockville,  Canada,  December  25,  1852,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Kerr)  Gostlin.  The  mother  died  iu  Canada,  and  in  1863 
the  father  came  with  his  family  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Wads- 
worth,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  contractor  and  builder,  which 
vocation  he  carried  on  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  afterwards  took  up 
his  abode  in  Hammond,  Indiana,  with  his  son,  W.  H.,  and  there  his  death 
occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Six  children  were  born 
of  his  union  with  Miss  Kerr,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
youngest.  His  initiatory  training  was  received  in  Canada,  but  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years  he  began  attending  the  public  schools  of  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  con- 
tinuing for  about  three  years.  In  1869  he  came  to  Chicago  and  engaged 
in  the  distilling  business,  which  he  carried  on  till  1879,  at  which  time  he 
removed  to  Crystal  Lake,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  the  vinegar  and 
pickle  business,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  until  1883.  He  then  came 
to  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  built  the  distillery  and  syrup  works,  being  asso- 
ciated in  this  business  with  M.  M.  Toule;  but  in  1887  this  establishment 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  all  the  goods  contained  therein  being  also  destroyed. 
Following  this  Mr.  Gostlin  engaged  iu  the  real  estate  and  dredging  business, 
both  of  which  occupations  he  still  carries  on.  He  is  now  engaged  in  filling  a 
large  contract — the  dredging  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal — and  is  carry- 
ing out  this  work  in  a  very  satisfactory  and  most  thorough  manner.  He  is 
a  young  man  of  fine  executive  ability,  is  well  known  as  a  shrewd,  practical 
and  successful  man  of  business,  and  is  doing  good  work  in  the  real 
estate  business,  having  an  excellent  and  practical  knowledge  of  its  details. 
He  is  a  member  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Royal  League 
and  the^National  Union.  He  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hyslop, 
of  Chicago,  and  their  family  consists  of  one  son,  William  Harvey,  aged 
fourteen  years.     Mr.  Gostlin  is  a  Eepublicau  politically. 
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EDWARD  C.   O'NEILL. 

Edward  C.  O'Neill,  a  well  known  and  popular  official  of  Porter  County, 
Indiana,  affords  in  bis  life  and  its  success  another  evidence  that  industry, 
economy,  and  integrity  constitute  the  keynote  to  honorable  competency.  He 
was  born  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  March  1,  1856,  to  the  marriage  of  Cor- 
nelius O'Neill  and  Mary  A.  Kedman,  both  natives  of  Ontario.  This  worthy 
couple  were  married  in  Toronto,  Canada,  bat  in  1855  came  to  Michigan  City, 
Indiana,  where  they  resided  for  one  year.  From  there  they  moved  to  Valpa- 
raiso in  1856,  and  the  father  followed  his  trade,  blacksmithiug,  for  the  Pan 
Handle  Eailroad,  working  day  and  night  to  fulfill  his  contracts,  of  which  our 
subject  has  proof,  for  he  has  in  his  possession  an  execution  against  the  Cincin- 
nati &  Chicago  Eailroad  calling  for  $138.86.  During  the  rebellion,  or  in  1863, 
the  father  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Cavalry,  119th  Indiana  Kegiment, 
and  was  commissioned  as  first  sergeant,  going  out  with  his  company  to  the 
bloody  battle  field  never  to  return.  He  was  captured  and  taken  prisoner  in 
Februarv,  1865,  while  out  on  a  skirmishing  tour  at  Okalona,  Mississippi.  To 
the  prison  pen,  Andersouville,  he  was  taken,  and  there  died  through  the 
rough  treatment  of  the  prison  authorities.  He  was  taken  prisoner  while  try- 
to  rescue  a  fellow  soldier,  who  had  mired  in  the  mud.  A  singular  coinci- 
dence was  that  in  forty-eight  hours  after  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  O'Neill,  too  passed  away.  She  was  then  living  in  Valparaiso. 
Two  orphans  were  thus  thrown  out  of  this  once  happy  home,  our  subject  and 
his  little  sister,  Lillian  A.,  the  former  seven,  and  the  latter  five  years  of  age. 
They  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  Timothy  O'Neill,  their  father's  brother,  who 
resides  at  Coburg,  Ontario,  and  remained  with  hiui  about  eight  years,  attend- 
ing school  there  a  short  time.  A  strong  desire  then  possessed  our  subject  to 
return  to  the  United  States,  and  he  with  his  sister  came  to  Valparaiso,  arriv- 
ing about  October  14,  1871,   four  days  after  the  great  Chicago  fire  broke  out. 

On  coming  to  Valparaiso  he  entered  St.  Paul's  grammar  school,  of  which 
the  late  Rev.  Father  O'Reilly,  a  man  greatly  esteemed,  was  the  director. 
Later  our  subject  entered  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  and  Business 
Institute  of  Valparaiso,  and  in  this  institution  he  remained  as  long  as  his 
means   would   allow.      After  that  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  firm  of 
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Skinner  &  Harold,  wholesale  and  retail  grocers,  and  remained  with  the  same 
for  fifteen  years,  acquiring  a  thorough  insight  into  the  business.  He  then 
received  an  appointment  under  President  Cleveland  on  the  railway  mail  service 
between  Chicago  and  Cleveland,  but  this  position  he  soon  resigned.  He  had  to 
assist  in  handling  about  fifty  tons  of  mail  between  the  two  cities  referred  to. 
In  1886  he  made  the  race  for  county  auditor  against  John  AV.  Elam,  and, 
though  defeated,  he  was  accorded  a  wonderful  vote.  After  giving  up  his  posi- 
tion as  mail  clerk,  he  was  employed  by  Specht  &  Finney,  dry  goods  dealers, 
and  remained  with  them  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  party  for  county  clerk,  being  elected  to  that  position  in  1890. 
In  1891  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  Harold  &  Co.,  to  close  up  the  business. 
Mr.  O'Neill  is  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  what  he  has 
accumulated  in  the  way  of  this  world's  goods  is  the  result  of  his  own  energy 
and  perseverance.  He  is  well  respected  and  esteemed  in  the  county,  and  is 
a  most  capable  and  efficient  public  servant.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  of  America,  in  Indiana,  a  charter  member. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  and  other  insurance  companies.  In 
April  25,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Spooner,  of  Wooster 
County,  Massachusetts,  and  three  children  have  been  given  them,  Mary  L., 
Robert  S.,  and  Cornelius  R. 


-••••< 


E.  Y.  ARNOLD. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  high  grade  of  our  civ- 
ilization, that  in  no  laud  the  world  over,  is  more  care  and  attention 
given  to  all  the  details  of  the  burial  of  the  dead  than  in  our  own  favored  one. 
Of  the  many  persons  who  are  engaged  in  the  duties  of  the  calling  of  an  un- 
dertaker no  more  considerate  one  can  be  found  than  E.  V.  Arnold.  This 
gentlemen  is  a  product  of  Geneva,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1840,  and 
his  parents,  Nathan  and  Laura  (Bartholomew)  Arnold,  were  natives  of  the  same 
State.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  he  had 
a  son  in  the  same  service.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  mechanic  by 
trade,  but  in  his  younger  days  he  followed  milling.     At  an  early  date  he  went 
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from  Ohio  to  Berrieu  County,  Michigau,  aud  theuce  to  LaPorte  Couut}',  Indi- 
(lua,  about  lSo'2,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some  time.     At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  living  in  Michigan  City.     The  mother  is  still  living.     To 
their  union  were  born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.     Of  these  our 
subject  is  the  eldest.     He  was  reared  in  Indiana  principally,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  state,  aud  subsequently  became  a  mechanic, 
learning  the  trade  of  his  fathor.     This  he  followed  for  the  most  pai't  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  and  in  August,  1S61,  he  enlisted  at  Valparaiso  in 
Comjmny  H.  Nintli  Indiana  Infantry.    A  mouth  later  he  was  mustered  into  tlie 
Fourth  Indiana  Battery.   His  tirst  engagement  was  the  siege  of  Corinth.   After- 
wards he  was  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  then  marched  with  Gen.  Bucll  back  to 
Louisville,  thence  after  Gen.  Bragg.      He  was   in  the  battles  "of  Perryville, 
Stone  River,  Tallahoma,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Eidge, 
aud  then  went  to  Chattanooija,  where  the  batterv  went  into  jjavrisou  until  their 
term  of  enlistment  was  out.     Our  subject  was  mustered  out  at  Indianapolis  in 
October,  1864,  after    a    little  over  three  years"  service.     At  Stone  River    he 
received  a  gun  shot  wound  in  the  left  thigh,  and  again  was  wounded  by  concus- 
sion of  gnu  at  Chickamauga.  After  being  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Valpa- 
raiso, where  he  remained  until  January,  1865.  when  he  went  to  Momeuce.  Illi- 
nois, aud  engaged  in  merchandising.    There  he  continued  until  1875,  when  he 
went  to  Union   Mills,   LaPorte  Couuty.   aud  engaged    in  the  furniture  and 
undertaker's  business,  carr3-ing  on  the  same  until  1884,  when  he  came  to  Val- 
paraiso.   Since  coming  here  he  has  been  engaged  in  undertaking  aud  embalm- 
ing, and  few  concerns  iu  this  connection  have  acquired  a  higher  position  than 
his.     While  a  resident  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  our  subject  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  aud  discharged  the  duties  incumbent  upon  that  posi- 
tion   iu    a    very    satisfactory    manner.      He    is    a    member  of   the   Masonic 
Fraternity,  being  a  K.  T.  in  the  same,  aud  he  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  having 
passed  all  the  chairs.     At  present  he  is  master  of  Porter  Lodge  No.  137.  and 
secretary  of  the  chapter  aud  commandery.     Mr.  Arnold  is  also  a  charter  mem- 
ber and  past  chancellor  of  Valparaiso  Lodge,  No.  184,  K.  of  P.,  aud  captain 
of  the  Uniformed  Bank,  aud  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  E.,  serving  his  third  term 
as  adjutant  of  his  post.     In  the  year  1861  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Chipman.  a  native  of  Canada,  and  they  have  two  interesting  children — Edith 
E.  and  Mabel  C.     The  eldest  daughter,  Edith,  is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Hosran. 
She  has  won  quite  an  enviable  position  as  an  actress,  and  has  been  engaged 
with  some  of  the  well  known  companies.     Her  husband.  Mr.  Hogan,  is  man- 
ager of  the  play  entitled  "Fast  Mail." 
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ISAAC  Y.  BOND. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  Bond  family  tree  first  took  root  in 
American  soil  partakes  in  not  a  little  degree  of  the  romantic.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  of  Isaac  V.  Bond  was  drafted  into  the  British  army  for 
serrice  during  the  American  Eevolutionary  War,  and,  though  it  is  not  defi- 
nitely known  from  what  part  of  England  he  came,  it  is  known  that  he  formed 
a  part  of  that  army  that  was  to  invade  the  Colonies  from  the  south,  and  that 
■with  the  army  intended  for  this  purpose,  he  landed  in  North  Carolina  as  a 
British  soldier.  While  on  one  of  the  marches  he  met  a  fair  young  woman, 
who  captured  him  more  completely  than  the  best  soldier  in  the  Patriot  army 
could  have  done,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  he  deserted  the  British  colors 
and  took  service  in  the  American  army,  fighting  gallantly  for  the  cause  he 
had  espoused,  until  the  war  closed.  He  then  returned  to  North  Carolina, 
claimed  his  bride,  and,  with  their  marriage  originated  this  branch  of  the 
Bond  family  in  America.  To  this  union  eleven  sons  were  born,  all  of  whom 
were  over  six  feet  in  height.  William,  one  of  the  sons  and  the  grandfather 
of  Isaac  V.  Bond,  married  Charlotte  Hough,  in  North  Carolina,  and  by  her 
became  the  father  of  eight  children:  Mary,  who  married  Calvin  Wasson; 
Lydia,  who  married  Jehiel  Wasson  ;  Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
Charlotte  married  Elijah  Stanton  ;  Jesse  married  Mary  Vore  ;  William,  who 
married  Mary  Hitchcock  ;  Jobn,  who  married  Ann  Maria  Kennedy;  and  Ira, 
who  was  killed  by  lightning  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  The  family  re- 
moved to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  where  they  remained  until  1831.  While 
there  the  father  of  Isaac  V.,  Jesse  Bond,  was  married  to  Mary  Vore,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Mary  Vore,  who  were  the  parents  four  children :  Isaac,  John, 
Jacob,  and  Mary. 

From  Wayne  County,  the  family  and  connections,  with  the  exception  of 
Calvin  Wasson,  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Michigan,  where  they  located 
on  farms.  William,  the  grandfather,  remained  there  but  one  year,  when  he 
come  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  where  he  bought  land  at  the  land  sale 
and  resumed  the  work  of  farming.  Two  years  later  Jesse  Bond  and  the  rest 
of  the  family  came  to  LaPorte,  and  bought  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
place.     His  children  were  as  follows  :  Lydia,   Sarah,    Isaac  V.,  Elisha,  who 
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died  when  small;  Silas,  William,  and  Eliza.  Sarah  and  Eliza  are  unmarried, 
Lydia  and  William  are  dead ;  and  Silas  is  in  California,  where  he  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming;  he  is  married  to  Mary  Young.  Jesse  Bond  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy,  both  being- 
highly  respected  people  in  the  section  in  which  they  resided,  and  well-to-do 
in  worldly  goods.  Isaac  V.  Bond  started  oiit  in  life  for  himself  by  opening  a 
shoe  store  at  LaPorte,  but  in  1850  he  sold  his  stock  and  started  west  for 
California  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  While  on  this 
treacherous  body  of  water,  the  vessel  in  which  they  sailed  was  wrecked,  and 
they  were  cast  away  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico,  at  Acapulco.  After  re- 
maining there  fifteen  days,  they  took  a  life-boat  and  succeeded  in  reaching 
another  vessel,  in  which  they  secured  passage  and  continued  their  course  to 
California.  In  that  Eldorado  of  the  West  Mr.  Bond  remained  nearly  three 
years,  when  he  retui'ned  to  his  former  home  in  LaPorte  County,  by  way  of 
Central  America  and  Lake  Nicaragua.  For  some  time  after  his  return  he 
taught  school,  and  on  the  10th  of  September,  1853,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Eogers,  daughter  of  Aquilla  William  and  Nancy  (Arnold) 
Rogers.  Of  the  Arnold  family,  three  brothers  of  Mrs.  Rogers  were  officers 
in  the  United  States  army  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  all  of  the  Rogers  family 
were  farmers  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Eph.  A.  Rogers,  who  is  still  a  success- 
ful medical  practitioner  of  LaPorte.  Mrs.  Bond  died  in  October,  1875,  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years,  leaving  a  family  of  three  children:  William  A., 
who  married  Mary  F.  J.  Atkins,  and  was  born  on  the  17th  of  May,  1854; 
Frank  A.,  born  July  27,  1862,  and  Jessie  I.,  born  January  26,  1878.  Since 
the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr.  Bond  has  been  married  twice, 
the  celebration  of  his  marriage  to  his  present  wife  occurring  on  the  19th  of 
August,  1891.  She  was  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Whitford,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Charlotte  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Golden.  Mr.  Bond  is  now  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  is  a  hale  and  hearty  man  for  one  of  his  years.  He 
has  been  a  Republican  of  long  standing  and  unflinching  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party,  and  though  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  yet  gives  lib- 
erally of  his  means  to  all  denominations.  He  is  a  member  of  LaPorte  Lodge 
of  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 
Mr.  Bond  and  his  wife  are  well  known  as  extremely  hospitable  and  kindly 
people,  and  their  friends  are  certainly  numerous  throughout  the  section  in 
which  they  live. 
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JOHN   F.  PRICE. 

It  often  transpires  in  this  grand  country  of  ours,  where  advantages  are 
open  alike  to  rich  and  poor,  that  a  man  will  rise  from  the  obscure  walks  of 
life  and  assert  his  right  for  a  position  among  the  best  of  his  kind,  through 
sheer  force  of  intellect  and  will.  Among  those  who  have  forged  their  way  to 
the  front,  though  he  came  a  stranger  to  a  strange  land,  John  F.  Price  stands 
as  a  bright  example.  Born  among  the  peasants  of  Swartburg,  Prussia,  of 
parents  in  but  ordinary  circumstances,  he  deserves  great  credit  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  carved  out  his  own  fortune,  and  for  the  creditable  way  in 
which  he  surmounted  the  many  difficulties  that  strewed  his  pathway  in  early 
life.  He  was  conscripted  into  the  Prussian  army,  in  which  he  served  one 
year,  and  he  relates  in  a  very  amusing  way  some  of  his  experiences  during 
this  time.  While  quartered  in  Bavaria  it  was  a  common  sight  to  see  chick- 
ens and  domestic  animals  quartered  in  the  same  room  with  the  family.  Mr. 
Price  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children:  Kai-1,  John  F.,  August,  Christian 
and  Hermina.  John  F.  is  the  only  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America, 
on  whose  soil  he  landed  June  17,  1854.  From  the  city  of  New  York  he  came 
to  Indiana,  and  for  some  time,  in  company  with  a  number  of  young  men,  he 
worked  on  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  that  point  to  Toledo  during  the 
summer  months,  but  was  taken  sick  in  the  fall,  and  for  four  days  laid  in  a 
trance.  He  was  only  saved  from  being  buried  alive  by  the  intervention  of  a 
physician,  another  member  of  the  medical  fraternity  having  pronounced  him 
dead.  He  was  restored  to  consciousness  and  in  due  course  of  time  recovered, 
after  which  for  a  time  he  worked  for  his  board.  He  later  started  on  foot  for 
LaPorte,  Indiana,  and  the  first  day  traveled  forty-five  miles,  and  twenty-five 
miles  on  the  second  day,  but  in  his  weakened  condition  this  so  exhausted  him 
that  he  could  go  no  further,  and  Good  Samaritans  cared  for  him  and  helped 
him  to  his  journey's  end.  Here  he  worked  for  a  farmer  the  following  summer, 
and  then  secured  employment  in  a  dairy  and  cheese  factory.  A  portion  of 
this  time  he  also  did  grubbing  and  clearing  up  a  swamp,  and  in  the  winter 
he  husked  corn  and  chopped  wood.  Afterwards  he  again  worked  on  a  farm, 
receiving  S18  per  month  for  his  services,  but  later  he  returned  to  La  Porte 
and    there    formed    the    acquaintance  of    Miss    Mary   Bingel,   whose    father. 
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Christian  Bingel,  had  died  of  cholera  at  Michigan  City,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  1857.  They  kept  house  at  LaPorte  that  winter,  but  the 
following  spring  Mr.  Price  began  working  on  a  stock  farm  on  the  Kankakee, 
which  he  successfully  managed  until  1860.  He  then  went  to  Valparaiso,  and 
later  to  Flint  Lake,  and  afterwards  located  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  where 
he  now  lives,  where  he  made  his  iirst  purchase  of  land.  Here  he  undertook 
to  carve  out  for  himself  and  family  a  home,  but  in  1864  he  put  aside  his  per- 
sonal interests  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Seventh 
Indiana  Light  Artillery,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  from  the  hospital  where  he  was  lying  ill.  During  the 
husband's  absence  at  the  front  the  wife  had  done  her  best  to  take  care  of  the 
farm  and  care  for  her  little  ones,  and  being  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  she  succeeded  remarkably  well.  During  the  married  life  of  Mr.  Price 
five  children  were  born  to  him:  John,  Charles,  Herman,  Edward  and  Mary. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  when  Mary  was  but  seven  weeks  old  and 
the  eldest  child  was  but  nine  years  of  age ;  but  Mr.  Price  wisely  kept  his  little 
family  together  until  grown  up,  and  has  never  replaced  the  wife  of  his  youth. 
He  cleared  his  farm,  improved  it  with  good  buildings,  and  now  has  a  valuable 
property,  the  result  of  that  pluck  that  has  ever  characterized  his  walk  through 
life.  He  is  now  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  is  somewhat  broken  in 
health  as  a  result  of  exposure  while  in  the  army,  and  in  consequence  he  draws 
a  pension  from  the  government.  He  is  intelligent  and  well-informed  on  the 
current  topics  of  the  day,  is  strictly  straightforward  in  all  his  business  trans- 
actions, and  is  now  passing  his  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  compe- 
tency which  has  been  earned  through  his  own  honest  efforts.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  is  not  a  member  of  any  church. 


ANDREW   B.   FIERCE. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  name  more  familiar,  or  more  favorably  known  to  the 
people  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  than  the  one  above  mentioned.  This  is  not 
alone  due  to  the  fact  that  the  one  to  whom  it  belongs  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  county  for  about  three  score  years,  but  the  name  has  been  very  intimately 
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associated  with  the  moral,  social,  intellectual  and  financial  growth  of  the 
county.  In  fact,  the  name  of  Andrew  B.  Pierce  is  to  Porter  County  and  Val- 
paraiso what  an  heirloom  is  to  a  proud  and  deserving  family.  Mr.  Pierce  was 
born  in  Otsego  County,  New  York,  April  9,  1830,  to  Warner  and  Adelia 
(Beeman)  Pierce,  who  were  born  in  Otsego  County,  New  York,  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  They  resided  in  New  York  until  after  four  children  had  been 
born  to  them,  after  which  they  resided  for  two  years  on  the  Maumee  turn- 
pike in  Michigan.  They  then  removed  to  LaPorte  County  and  settled  in  the 
village  of  Door.  From  that  place  the  family  came  to  Porter  County  two 
years  later  (1834),  and  here  Mr.  Pierce  took  up  a  claim  on  Morgan  Prairie 
and  at  once  erected  a  double  log  house  with  a  good  cellar  underneath,  an 
excellent  mansion  for  that  day.  At  the  time  of  their  removal  to  Indiana  there 
were  many  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  but  they  were  generally  kindly  dis- 
posed and  very  seldom  troublesome.  The  children  born  to  them  are  as  fol- 
lows: Melissa,  who  died  when  about  twenty-five  years  old;  Alansing  married 
Mary  Winslow  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  and  was  killed  by  lightning 
when  about  thirty-five  years  old,  while  standing  in  the  doorway  of  his  home ; 
Lucy  Ann;  Andrew  B. ;  Florinda;  Nettie;  Avaline  and  Adelia  who  died  quite 
young;  and  Cordelia,  who  died  at  about  the  age  of  twenty  years,  the  wife  of 
Edwin  Canada.  At  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  Andrew  B.  Pierce  took  up 
the  burden  of  life  by  practically  taking  his  father's  place  in  the  family,  as 
the  head  of  the  house  died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-five  years.  He  remained 
with  and  assisted  his  mother  until  he  was  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  was  then  married  to  Mary  E.  Johnston,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Jesse  John- 
ston, whose  son  William  was  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  and  is  now 
one  of  the  prominent  lawyers  of  Valparaiso.  To  Andrew  Pierce  and  his  wife 
the  following  children  were  born:  Angeline  and  Alfonsine  (twins),  both  of 
whom  died  in  infanry;  Leroy;  William;  Lena;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado;  Jessie,  and  an  infant  boy  who  died 
very  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  resided  on  the  home  farm  until  their  chil- 
dren had  reached  maturity  and  the  place  is  now  occupied  by  their  son  William, 
who  married  Mary  Finland,  and  their  five  children:  Genevra,  Gracie,  Arthur, 
Harry,  and  Blanchie.  Leroy  Pierce  married  Cartha  E.  Jones;  they  have  no 
family.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  P.  Jones,  who  enlisted  in  the  Federal 
army  during  the  Rebellion,  fought  bravely  in  defence  of  the  old  flag  and 
finally  died  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The  Jones  family  is  well  known 
as  one  the  earliest  and  most  respected  in  Porter  County.     Mr.  Pierce  was  left 
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a  widower  ou  the  28th  of  August,  1888,  his  wife  having  reached  the  age  of 
fifty  years.  Very  soon  after  this  sad  event  Mr.  Pierce  moved  to  Valparaiso, 
to  the  home  which  they  had  been  fitting  up  for  their  future  occupancy  on  East 
Main  Street,  but  in  1891  he  erected  another  house  at  103  East  Main  Street, 
in  which  he  is  now  living.  He  is  now  living  with  his  second  wife,  Ella 
Clark,  formerly  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sibbie  A.  (Kobinson)  Clark. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  early  to  begin  the  burdens  and  duties  of  life, 
his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  but  in  later  years  he  acquired  a  good 
degree  of  learning  from  extensive  and  varied  reading.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  Bap- 
tist, as  were  his  parents  before  him,  and  also  adheres  to  the  same  political  faith 
as  did  his  ancestors  and  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  and 
his  walk  through  life  has  been  a  strictly  honorable  and  upright  one. 


>  •  •  •  ' 


S.  E.  WILLIAMS. 

(attorney.) 
S.  E.  Williams,  the  oldest  practicing  attorney  at  the  Bar  in  LaPorte 
County,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Palmyra,  October  6,  1817. 
His  parents,  Azariah  and  Mary  (Eddy)  Williams,  who  removed  to  Indiana  in 
1820,  came  down  the  Susquehanna  river  on  a  raft  and  made  their  way  to 
Indiana,  locating  in  Ripley  County.  The  father  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and 
about  1820  he  started  a  small  tannery  in  Ripley  County.  Later  he  removed 
to  Versailles,  bought  land  on  the  New  Purchase,  extending  from  the  Ohio 
river  to  the  Missouri.  He  then  removed  to  Shelby  County,  Indiana,  and 
while  there  was  elected  Associate  Judge  with  one  term,  and  there  made  his 
home  for  twelve  years.  From  there  he  removed  to  LaPorte  County  in  1837, 
and  was  the  first  County  Assessor  appointed  by  the  Commissioners,  holding 
that  position  for  five  years.  Mrs.  Williams,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
died  December  15, 1886,  at  Plymouth,  Indiana,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year.  The 
father  was  a  Whig  in  politics  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
when  he  joined  its  ranks.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State,  Berkshire 
County,  and  probably  a  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  and  died  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Indiana,  July  10,  1869,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.     S.  E.  Williams,  our 
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subject,  received  his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of  Shelby  County,  Indi- 
ana, and  then  attended  school  at  Greensburgh,  Decatur  County.  Later  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  William  C.  Hanua,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1845.  Since  then  he  has  been  in  constant  practice.  As  this  profession  is 
one  of  the  highly  honored  as  well  as  most  exacting  ones,  it  requires  an  abund- 
ance of  legal  lore  to  gain  the  plane  of  success,  but  when  that  plane  is  once 
reached  the  reward  of  patient  study  and  work  is  a  goodly  and  honorable  one. 
Thus  it  has  been  with  Mr.  Williams  who  has  an  extensive  practice  in  North- 
west Indiana.  Politically  he  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  and  socially 
he  is  a  Mason.  He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  also  other 
local  positions,  and  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  county.  Mr.  Williams  was 
married  first  April  15,  1845,  to  Miss  Eveline  Bridge,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  this  union,  John  B.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Williams  died  in  September,  1862,  and  his  second  union  was  with  Miss 
Eliza  Hicks,  a  native  of  Utica,  New  York.  Our  subject 'is  at  present  United 
States  Commissioner,  Notary  Public  and  Attorney  at  Law. 


>••*. 


WILLIAM   WALKINSHAW,  B.A.,  M.D.,  CM. 

The  nineteenth  century  will  be  catalogued  by  coming  historians  as  the 
century  of  scientific  invention  and  discovery,  and  in  no  branch  more  so  than  that 
of  the  science  of  medicine  and  its  cures.  Among  the  prominent  practicing 
physicians  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  stand  the  name  of  Dr.  William 
Walkinshaw,  of  Stilhvell,  this  county,  who,  although  young  in  years,  has 
already  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  practitioner  of  the  healing  art.  He 
came  originally  from  Ontario,  Canada,  his  birth  occurring  there  September 
18,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Helen  (Hall)  Walkinshaw,  tJie  former 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  tlie  latter  of  England.  George  Walkinshaw  crossed 
the  ocean  to  Canada  iu  18-40,  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  gi'ew  to  manhood 
there  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Helen  Hall,  who  was  but  a  child  when 
she  came  to  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walkinshaw  are  still  living,  and  make 
their  home  in  Canada.      To  their  marriage  were   born    eight   children,  all   of 
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whom  survive,  and  all  reside  in  Canada  except  our  subject.  The  latter  was 
educated  at  Campbellford,  graduating  from  the  High  School  in  1885,  and  tlien 
attended  tJie  Queen's  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  (arts  department) 
in  1890.  After  this  he  took  a  course  in  medicine  in  the  Queen's  University 
at  the  same,  one  of  the  leading  institutions  in  Canada,  and  became  well 
known  for  his  proficiency  in  surgery  and  obstetrics.  He  is  a  genial  and  gen- 
erous gentleman,  liberal  in  his  ideas,  a  protector  of  the  rights  of,  a  strong 
promoter  of  the  welfare  of,  and  in  deep  sympathy  with,  humanity.  The 
Doctor  was  married  January  18,  1893,  to  Miss  Anna  Maude  Copley,  a  native 
of  Denmark,  New  York  State.  After  completing  his  course  at  Kingston,  Dr. 
Walkinshaw  came  to  Stillwell,  having  heard  that  the  place  had  no  physician, 
and  here  he  has  filled  a  long-felt  want,  and  built  up  an  enviable  reputation. 
He  keeps  a  large  stock  of  medicines  on  hand,  a  fact  made  necessary  by  the 
absence  of  a  drug  store,  and  he  has  met  with  excellent  success.  The  Doctor 
is  a  thorough  student  and  does  great  credit  to  the  profession. 


-••••' 


JOSEPH   M.  HOFFMAN. 

The  sons  of  Germany  are  well  represented  in  LaPorte  County,  and  they 
hold  conspicuous  places  in  many  pursuits  which  makes  that  county  a  sub- 
stantial star  in  the  galaxy  of  Indiana's  many  interesting  counties.  Joseph  M. 
Hoffman,  who  had  charge  of  the  LaPorte  County  Infirmary,  and  conducted 
that  institution  with  signal  success  for  sixteen  years,  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
burg,  Germany,  February  2,  1832.  The  advantages  afforded  a  resident  of  the 
United  States  tempted  him  to  cross  the  ocean,  and  in  1856  he  came  alone  to 
this  country.  The  parents,  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Kengheiseh)  Hoffman,  were 
natives  of  the  old  country,  and  the  father  was  a  prominent  miller  of  AVurtem- 
burg.  For  generations  this  mill  passed  to  the  eldest  son.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  country,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
free  from  military  duty,  he  came  to  America  to  seek  fame  and  fortune.  For 
some  time  he  worked  on  a  farm  near  Rochester,  New  York,  and  managed  to 
save  $2,500    in  cash,  with  which  he  came   to  LaPorte   County,  Indiana,  and 
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contiDued  working  on  a  farm  for  three  years.  On  the  1st  of  December,  1869, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Emilie  Vogle,  daughter  of  August  Godfried  and 
Julia  Ann  (Kint)  Vogle,  both  natives  of  Saxony.  Her  parents  came  to 
America  in  1851,  and  settled  in  LaPorte  County,  near  Michigan  City,  where 
Mr.  Vogle  died  soon  after.  Mrs.  Vogle  is  still  living,  and  although  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age,  enjoys  excellent  health,  and  bid  fair  to  live  many  years 
longer.  Joseph  M.  Hoffman  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
survive.  All  but  our  subject  remained  in  the  old  country.  After  working  for 
other  people  for  some  time  Mr.  Hoffman  purchased  a  farm  in  Springfield 
Township,  sixty-three  acres,  and  resided  upon  it  till  he  came  to  the  Infirmary 
in  1873.  Since  then  he  has  disposed  of  his  property.  In  politics  Mr.  Hoff- 
man is  a  staunch  advocate  of  Democratic  principles.  In  1873  he  was  selected 
by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  as  the  most  suitable  person  to  fill  the 
responsible  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  County  Infirmary,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  his  management  is  simply  demonstrated  in  the  length  of  time  he  held 
that  position.  The  institution  was  self-supporting  during  the  greater  part  of 
that  time,  the  inmates  were  kindly  treated,  were  very  much  attached  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoffman,  and  did  not  care  to  see  a  change.  On  account  of  the  ill- 
health  of  Mrs.  Hoffman  they  gave  up  the  position  in  1889  and  moved  to 
LaPorte,  where  they  have  an  elegant  home.  During  Mr.  Hoffman's  manage- 
ment of  the  Infirmary,  holidays  were  observed,  and  Sunday  services  were  held 
regularly.  Mrs.  Hoffman  was  considered  a  "  mother "  by  all  of  them,  and 
tears  were  shed  at  parting.     Fraternally  Mr.  Hoffman  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 


•  •  • ' 


D.  F.  BIRCHIM. 

This  prominent  citizen,  who  has  been  Commisiouer  of  LaPorte  County 
since  November,  1888,  is  a  product  of  the  Hoosier  State,  born  July  9,  1842. 
His  parents,  Abraham  and  Agnes  (Galbraith)  Birchim,  were  natives  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  in  1799,  and  the  latter 
in  1802.  At  an  early  date  they  removed  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  located 
near  Simms'  Corner,  and  in   1837  they  moved  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana, 
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baviug  previously  resided  iu  St.  Joseph  Couuty  for  a  short  time.  They 
bought  the  farm  one-half  mile  uorth  of  where  our  subject  now  lives,  the  same 
being  now  owned  by  D.  F.  Birch im,  and  there  both  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  honored  and  I'espected  by  all.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  of  the  old  school,  and  voted  for  every  nominee  of  that  party  from 
Monroe  to  Buchanan.  He  was  much  attached  to  the  party.  In  religion  he 
was  a  Presbyterian.  Industrious,  enterprising  and  thorough-going,  he  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  competence,  and  was  a  prominent  man. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Galena  Township,  LaPorte 
Couuty,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  same.  He  received 
instruction  in  one  of  the  first  school-houses  built  in  Galena  Township,  and 
well  remembers  the  appearance  of  the  country  at  that  time.  He  was  early 
taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  after  leaving  school  he  returned  to  the 
parental  roof,  where  he  assisted  on  the  home  place.  After  the  death  of  the 
father,  our  subject  purchased  the  other  heir's  interest  in  the  home  place,  and 
subsequently  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  which,  at  that  time, 
adjoined  the  old  home.  This  was  iu  1889,  and  he  now  has  an  excellent  farm 
of  429  acres,  all  excellent  farming  land,  portions  of  it  costing  Mr.  Birchim 
$70  per  acre.  It  lies  in  a  flat,  and  is  very  productive.  Mr.  Birchim  has 
dealt  some  in  stock,  and  raises  and  sells  some  fine  Shropshire  sheep,  on  which 
he  has  received  first  premium  at  the  county  fair.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  James  G.,  the  eldest, 
resides  in  California,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
Jacob  P.  resides  at  Katche's  Mills,  where  he  is  postmaster.  The  original  of 
this  notice  was  married  January  25,  1866,  to  Miss  Frances  Isabel  Couch- 
man,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  daughter  of  George  Couchman,  who  was 
an  old  settler  of  LaPorte  County,  removing  from  Ohio  to  Galena  Township 
in  1857.  Here  his  death  occurred.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Birchim  were 
born  five  children,  three  of  whom  survive:  James  A.,  born  October  29,  1866, 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Liv.  Lemon,  born  April  22,  1869,  resides  at 
home  with  his  parents  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  management  of  the 
farm;  Wallace,  born  November  15,  1870,  died  August  16,  1873;  Edgar,  born 
July  5,  1873,  and  died  May  9,  1874;  and  Addie  Frances,  the  youngest,  was 
born  June  28,  1879.  Politically,  Mr.  Birchim  is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  a 
deep  interest  iu  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He  has  held  many  oflices;  served 
as  Assessor  of  Galena  Township  four  terms,  and  in  1888  he  was  nominated 
by   his  party  as  County  Commissioner,  being  elected  with  a  good  majority. 
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Mr.  Birchim  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  who,  in  spite  of  great 
pressure,  established  the  present  Courthouse,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  State.  Previous  to  erecting  this  handsome  building,  Mr.  Birchim  and 
other  members  of  the  Board  visited  many  court-houses  in  neighboring  states, 
and  finally  selected  the  present  design — a  most  fortunate  selection — and  built 
it  at  a  cost  of  about  $300,000.  The  result  is,  that  the  county  has  one  of  the 
finest  buildings  in  the  State.  Mr.  Birchim  is  a  Mason  of  high  rank — master  of 
Blue  Lodge  at  Rolling  Prairie,  and  a  K.  T.  of  the  commandery  at  LaPorte. 


>  •••  < 


WASHINGTON   WILSON. 

Were  a  person  to  take  the  trouble  to  search  the  records  of  any  city,  it 
would  be  found  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  at  least  seven  out  of  ten,  the 
men  who  are  engaged  in  the  various  business  enterprises  can  not  trace  the 
date  of  their  establishment  as  far  back  as  twenty  years.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
opportunity  not  to  be  slighted  when  the  historian  finds  the  name  of  a  person 
who  has  carried  on  a  successful  business  since  1856.  Such  is  the  case  with 
Washington  Wilson,  who  has  been  engaged  in  business  in  LaPorte  since  that 
<late,  and  during  that  time  his  career  has  been  above  reproach. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  born  July  6,  1829,  the  son  of 
Joiin  and  Sarah  (Owen)  Wilson,  natives  of  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Georgia.  The  parents  removed  to  LaPorte,  Indiana,  at  an  early  date,  settled 
near  South  Bend,  and  when  our  subject  was  about  two  years  of  age  they  re- 
moved to  Stillwell.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  and  followed  the 
same  until  his  death  in  1856.  In  politics,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1850.  Washington  Wilson  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living:  William, 
the  eldest,  resides  in  LaPorte;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Coplin,  resides  in  Bald  Hill 
Prairie;  I.  N.  lives  in  Logansport;  D.  M.  in  Minneapolis;  Mariette  in  La- 
Porte; and  Nettie,  now  Mrs.  Houseman,  in  Chicago. 

Our  subject's  early  education  was  received  in  the  old  log  school-house 
at  Stillwell,  where  he  attended  during  the  winter  months,  in  summer  working 
13 
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on  the  farm.  Here  he  remained  until  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  then 
located  on  Main  street,  LaPorte,  where  he  established  a  small  grocery  and  a 
lumber  yard.  This  business  was  conducted  under  the  title  of  Wilson  &  Eliel, 
and  continued  there  until  1872,  when  the  location  was  changed  to  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Madison  streets,  where  it  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Wil- 
son and  partner  engaged  exclusively  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business  under 
the  firm  title  of  W.  Wilson  &  Co.,  the  company  being  E.  Morrison, 
now  deceased.  The  building  now  occupied  is  a  fine  brick  structure,  22  x  30  j 
contains  a  vault,  and  was  erected  by  our  subject  in  1892.  The  business  has 
increased  from  year  to  year,  and  the  firm  has  acquired  considerable  property 
in  the  vicinity,  owning  eight  and  a  half  lots. 

Not  alone  for  his  high  standing  in  business  is  our  subject  valued  as  a 
citizen,  but  also  for  his  pleasant  and  entertaining  social  qualities,  which 
makes  for  him  many  warm  friends. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  conservative  Republican,  and  votes  for  j^nn- 
ciples  rather  than  party.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity, a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  the  Council,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 

He  has  an  elegant  home  on  Michigan  avenue,  and  is  universally  re- 
spected.    For  four  years  he  served  on  the  City  Council. 


>••  •- 


S.  I.  KESSLER. 

"  The  Argus  "  is  one  of  the  well  established  journals  of  this  portion  of 
the  State,  and  has  ever  exerted  a  potent  influence  in  public  affairs  and  in  the 
general  interests  of  this  county.  S.  I.  Kessler,  of  the  firm  of  Wadsworth  & 
Kessler,  proprietors  of  this  paper,  owes  his  nativity  to  the  Buckeye  State,  born 
in  Mogadore,  Summit  County,  August  26,  1844.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Maria  (Babb)  Kessler,  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  They  resided  in 
Ohio  until  about  1849,  when  they  moved  to  Elkhart,  Indiana.  There  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  motherjdying  in  1858,  and  the  father 
in  August,  1863.  The  latter  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  followed  that  nearly 
all  his  life,  meeting  with  substantial  results.     Our[subject's  scholastic  training 
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was  received  in  the  schools  of  Elkhart,  and  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  "Elkhart  Watchman,"  now  the  "  Elkhart  Eeview," 
and  remained  in  the  same  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  His  patri- 
otism was  aroused,  and  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Ninth 
Indiana,  the  experiences  of  which  are  given  in  the  sketch  of  its  gallant  leader, 
Col.  I.  B.  Suman.  Mr.  Kessler  remained  with  this  regiment  during  the  entire 
service,  and  was  in  all  its  engagements.  He  was  never  wounded  nor  captured, 
and  returned  to  his  native  State  at  the  close  of  the  war,  satisfied  that  he  had 
sei'ved  his  country  faithfully  and  well.  He  came  to  Goshen  and  found  his 
people  scattered,  but  remained  there,  and  entered  the  office  of  the  "  Goshen 
Times,"  as  foreman,  a  position  he  held  until  April,  1869.  After  that  he 
removed  to  LaPorte.  and  entered  the  office  of  the  "Argus,"  when  that  paper 
was  founded,  acting  as  foreman  until  October,  1870,  when  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Stoll.  Politically  Mr.  Kessler  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party  until  the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  became  a  strong  advocate  of 
Democratic  principles.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  county,  was  city  clerk 
for  some  time,  and  has  held  other  positions  of  importance.  He  has  ever  been  an 
earnest  advocate  of  all  public  enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  city  and 
county.  Mr.  Kessler's  first  marriage  occured  in  May,  1866,  when  Miss  Anna 
L.  Hahn,  of  Goshen,  became  his  bride.  One  child,  Hallet  H.,  was  born  to 
this  union,  and  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  LaPorte  Carriage  Company,  in  this 
city,  Mrs.  Kessler  died  in  1876.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Kessler  was  married 
to  Miss  Eva  L.  Whitmore,  a  daughter  of  Orrin  L.  Whitmore,  who  was  one  of 
the  old  residents  and  much  respected  citizens  of  LaPorte,  where  he  died  about 
1873.  By  the  second  marriage  our  subject  became  the  father  of  two  children, 
twins,  Lawrence  W.  and  Florence,  born  August  25,  1888. 


'  •  •  •  < 


DAVID  P.  FAVORITE. 

Among  the  prominent  business  men  and  early  settlers  of  Starke  County, 
Indiana,  stands  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  is  a  pro- 
duct of  the  Buckeye  state,  born  in  West  Alexandria,  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
March  19,  1828;  son  of  Eli  and  Rachel  (Price)   Favorite,  the  former  a  native 
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of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Favorite  fam- 
ily came  originally  from  Germany  at  an  early  date,  and  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Peter  Favorite,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  died  about  the  year  1842  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  having  been  among  the  early  pioneers  of  that  county. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Solomon  Price,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  the  most  of  his  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard 
Church.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Eli  Favorite,  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  when  young,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  that  county. 
He  learned  the  weaver  trade  and  followed  this  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
celebrated  his  nuptials  with  Miss  Price  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  at 
an  early  day  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Favorite  died  in 
1830,  at  Richmond.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Favorite  returned  to 
Ohio,  and  later  married  Mary  Roadhammel,  with  whom  he  settled  in  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  in  October,  1846,  and  where  he  carried  on  farming.  His 
death  occurred  at  Hagerstown,  Indiana,  in  1872,  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  he  received 
a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  1846.  Three  years  later  he  returned  to  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker,  until 
1857,  when  he  moved  to  Starke  County,  Indiana.  He  settled  in  North  Bend 
Township,  at  Cedar  Lake,  where  he  purchased  land  and  carried  on  carpenter- 
ing and  cabinet-making  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Favorite  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  North  Bend  Township,  the  same  being  almost  a  wilderness  at 
that  time  and  full  of  game,  and  Mr.  Favorite  says  he  remembers  where  there 
were  many  more  deer  than  people  in  the  county.  While  living  at  Cedar  Lake 
Mr.  Favorite  succeeded  in  having  a  post  office  established  which  he  christened 
Lake  City.  He  served  as  postmaster  about  three  years,  but  the  office  was 
abandoned  a  number  of  years  later.  In  1864  Mr.  Favorite  came  to  Knox  to 
reside  at  the  solicitation  of  his  many  friends,  and  established  himself  in  the 
cabinet-making  business,  being  the  first  to  carry  on  the  same  in  Knox.  He 
constructed  all  the  coffins  used  during  those  days,  and  carried  on  the  business 
up  to  1875,  since  which  time  he  has  not  been  actively  engaged.  For  five 
years  he  served  as  coroner  of  Starke  County.  Mr.  Favorite  was  married 
April  4,  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Roof,  a  native  of  Montgomery   County,  Ohio, 
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and  daughter  of  Jouas  and  Margaret  (Crane)  Roof,  the  former  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Favorite,  Charles  W.,  Josephine,  Benjamin  L.,  Margaret  J.,  and 
Ollie  M.,  all  at  home. 


>•••< 


CHARLES  W.  FAVORITE. 

To  those  persons  who  are  familiar  with  the  commercial  phases  of  any 
town  or  city,  it  is  not  at  all  siirprising  to  learn  that  a  great  majority  of  followers 
of  mercantile  pursuits  are  young  men.  This  fact  accounts,  in  a  generous 
measure,  for  the  wonderful  activity  and  zest  manifested  in  business  circles, 
and  the  grand  monuments  of  industry  that  have  been  reared.  The  name  of 
Charles  W.  Favorite  is  prominent  in  this  connection.  He  is  a  product  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  Miami  County,  April  11,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  P. 
and  Mary  J.  (Roof)  Favorite,  more  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  Our 
subject  was  about  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Starke  County, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years  spent  in  Wayne  County,  has  always 
resided  here.  He  received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
Knox,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  After  that  he  began 
carpentering  and  contracting,  and  some  of  the  finest  and  best  buildings  of 
Starke  County  are  monuments  of  his  and  his  brother's  handiwork,  for  the  latter 
was  in  business  with  him.  Mr.  Favorite  followed  this  business  until  August, 
1891,  when  he  entered  the  store  of  his  brother,  and  is  still  connected  with 
that  establishment.  He  is  possessed  of  an  unlimited  amount  of  perseverance 
and  business  acumen,  and  enjoys  an  excellent  reputation  for  integrity  and 
veracity.  Mr.  Favorite  has  been  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  of  Trustees  con- 
tinuously since  1881,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  city.  In  politics  he  advocates  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 
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BENJAMIN  L.  FAVORITE. 

The  industries  pursued  in  the  city  of  Knox  are  varied,  and  few  are  of  more 
importance  in  the  community  than  tlie  business  followed  by  Mr.  B.  L.  Favorite, 
dry  goods  merchant  and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  notions,  etc.,  etc.  The 
store  is  known  as  the  Favorite,  and  the  business  was  established  August  3, 
1891.  Mr.  Favorite  carries  a  stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  $3,000,  and  he 
does  an  annual  business  of  about  §7,500.  Mr.  Favorite  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  April  11,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  P.  and  Mary  J.  (Roof) 
Favorite.  In  October,  1865,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Starke  County,  and 
here  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  At  an  early  age  he  began  learning  the  carpenter  trade  and  continued 
to  follow  this  for  about  eleven  years,  when  he  became  a  clerk  for  A.W.  Swart- 
gell,  and  later  for  Vankeuren  Bros.,  of  Plymouth.  He  then  engaged  in  his 
present  occupation,  which  he  has  carried  on  successfully  since.  He  thoroughly 
understands  every  detail  of  his  business,  is  wide-awake  and  thorough-going, 
and  is  classed  among  the  prominent  and  popular  young  industrial  men  of  his 
place.  Mr.  Favorite  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  socially,  and  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  his  political  views. 


-••••< 


JOE   FIT2. 

Conspicuous  among  the  prominent  business  men  of  Knox,  Indiana,  stands 
the  name  of  Joe  Fitz,  whose  enterprise  and  good  management  have  brought 
him  good  returns.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  Joliet,  Illinois,  August  18, 
1865,  to  the  marriage  of  Michael  Fitz  and  Mary  Schaefer.  The  father  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  with  an  older  brother  when  a  young 
man.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, and  there  he  was  married  to  Miss  Schaefer.  In  the  days  of  forty-nine, 
during  the  gold  fever  excitement,   he  had  a  severe  attack,    and  made  the   trip 
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across  the  plains  to  California.  Tliere  he  engaged  in  mining  and  met  with 
a  fair  amount  of  success.  On  returning  to  the  East  with  considerable  amount 
of  money,  he  located  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  and  established  a  brewery,  which  he 
operated  for  nearly  two  years,  when  the  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
This  was  a  severe  loss,  for  it  was  all  he  had.  After  this,  he  followed  the  trade 
of  stone  mason,  which  he  had  learned  in  the  old  country,  and  he  resided  in 
Joliet  until  his  death  in  the  spring  of  1889.  His  wife  followed  him  to  the 
grave  in  1890.  The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  Joliet,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  and  St.  John  school.  When  but  a  boy  he  learned 
the  molder's  trade,  and  later  the  stone  mason  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1879 
he  went  to  Deadwood,  Dakota,  during  the  mining  excitement,  and  here  he 
became  an  engineer  in  a  foundry,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  mountain 
fever,  he  left  Deadwood  in  August  of  the  same  year.  Deadwood,  at  that  time, 
was  a  typical  western  mining  town,  in  the  hands  of  a  rough  element,  and  he 
had  many  exciting  experiences.  He  returned  as  he  had  gone,  by  stage,  for 
there  were  no  railroads  at  that  time,  and  took  in  Standing  Rock,  Yankton, 
Sioux  City,  Council  Bluffs,  Omaha,  Atchison,  Kansas,  and  then  home  to 
Joliet.  After  reaching  that  city,  Mr.  Fitz  engaged  in  the  oil  business,  and 
was  the  first  to  establish  a  tank  line  in  that  city.  It  proved  to  be  a  very 
profitable  undertaking  and  Mr.  Fitz  operated  the  same  a  little  over  a  year 
after  which  he  abandoned  it  and  went  to  Chicago.  This  he  considers  as  one 
of  the  great  mistakes  in  a  business  way  that  he  ever  made.  After  residing  in 
Chicago  about  a  year,  our  subject  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  after 
making  a  tour  of  the  states  and  a  portion  of  Illinois,  in  August,  1884,  he 
located  at  San  Pierre,  Starke  County.  There  he  purchased  a  saloon  and 
•operated  the  same  successfully  until  the  spring  of  1888.  At  that  date  he 
sold  out  and  became  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  Sheriff  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  in  the  convention  was  defeated  by  only  thirty-seven  votes. 
After  this  Mr.  Fitz  became  the  owner  of  the  Joe's  Sample  room,  at  Knox,  and 
this  he  still  operates  successfully.  Mr.  Fitz  is  one  of  the  pushing,  enter- 
prising and  popular  business  men  of  Knox,  and  believes  that: 

"  Honor  and  shame  from  no  conditions  rise. 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  every  enterprise  for  the  welfare  and  im- 
provement of  the  place,  received  his  suppoi-t  and  endorsement.  In  the  year  1889, 
Mr.  Fitz  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Grady,  a  native  of  Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin.    In  politics,  our  subject  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  principles. 


200  PICTORIAL  AND 


JOHN   R.  ABNER,  M.D. 

In  a  comprehensive  work  of  this  Jiind,  dealing  with  industrial  pursuits,  sci- 
ences, arts  and  professions,  it  is  only  fit  and  right  that  that  profession  on  which 
in  some  period  or  other  of  our  lives — the  medical  profession — we  are  all  more 
or  less  dependent,  should  be  noticed.  Among  the  prominent  and  popular 
physicians  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  Dr.  John  K.  Abner, 
who  is  located  in  Grovertown.  Like  many  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  county,  Dr.  Abner  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Champaign 
County,  February  22,  1858.  His  parents,  Isaac  and  Loraina  E.  (Syphers) 
Abner,  were  natives  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The 
father  was  reared  in  the  bluegrass  regions  of  Kentucky,  and  by  occupation  was 
a  farmer.  About  the  year  1854  he  removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Champaign  County.  There  he  married  Miss  Syphers,  and  when  the  war  broke 
out,  or  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Blth  Ohio  Kegiment.  During 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Andersouville 
prison,  where  he  finally  died  from  brutal  treatment  received  in  that  horrible 
place.  After  being  confined  in  that  prison,  he  was  never  afterwards  heard 
from  by  his  family.  His  wife  survives  him,  and  in  after  years,  married  Na- 
thaniel McAdams,  with  whom  she  now  resides  in  Ohio.  Our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  place  and  received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  schools 
of  Champaign  County.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  and  continued  his  studies  under  Dr.  John  Morrison,  and  about  four 
years  later  began  practicing  medicine  at  Liberty  Center,  Indiana.  Later  he 
entered  the  Curtis  Physio-Medical  College  at  Marion,  Indiana,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1884.  After  this  he  came  to  Starke  County  and  located  at  Knox 
in  April  of  that  year,  but  in  November  following,  he  located  in  Groverstown, 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  a  successful  practice.  Dr.  Abner  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  well-known  citizens  of  the  county  and  for  two  years  has  been 
trustee  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Starke 
County  Medical  Society  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  censors 
of  that  organization.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Walkerton, 
Indiana.  Dr.  Abner  was  married  January  26,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Allen,  a 
native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Lydia  (Dillman) 
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Allen ,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  aud  the  latter  of  Indiana.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Abner  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Warren  L.,  Marion  B.  and  Lura  M. 
The  doctor  has  nice  residence  property  in  Grovertown,  aud  his  practice,  which  is 
a  most  lucrative  one,  extends  over  a  large  amount  of  territory.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  U.  B.  church  and  he  is  one  of  the  trustees  in  the  same. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


'  ••• ' 


ROBERT   H.   BENDER. 

The  career  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  will  be  of  interest  to  all 
who  are  pleased  to  look  back  over  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  this 
country  during  the  past  fifty  years,  for  during  nearly  all  that  period  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  one  of  its  foremost  and  progressive 
citizens,  interested  and  active  in  all  matters  tending  to  its  highest  development. 
He  comes  of  sterling  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  his  ancestor  having  come  from 
Russia  early  in  the  17th  century,  and  having  settled  near  Jamestown,  Virginia. 
His  grandfather.  Bender,  was  a  private  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  as  such  served 
his  term  of  enlistment  with  distinction.  The  birth  of  his  father  occurred  in 
the  year  1804,  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Jane  Dobbs  was  also  celebrated.  Of  a  family  of  seven  children  given  them  all  of 
them  reached  mature  years:  John  S.,  Harriet,  Robert  H.,  Susannah,  Adeline, 
Mary  A.,  who  died  in  early  womanhood,  and  Jacob,  who  was  named  in  honor 
of  his  father.  As  a  means  of  supporting  his  family,  Mr.  Bender  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  miller  and  millwright,  and  in  order  to  better  care  for  them 
and  gain  a  competency  for  himself  in  his  declining  years,  he,  in  1838,  moved 
to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  at  a  later  period  to  Bellville,  Richland  County,  of 
the  same  State.  In  1846  he  settled  on  land  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  Starke 
Cc)unty,  Indiana;  but  in  1855,  St.  Joseph  County,  Indiana,  became  his  home,  in 
which  fertile  section  he  tilled  the  soil  with  reasonable  success  for  a  number  of 
years.  With  advancing  years  he  retired  from  active  business  life,  moved  to 
Walkerton  and  there  his  career  was  peacefully  closed  in  1889.  He  had  for 
many  years  been  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  a  Democrat  of 
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pronouuced  views,  and  in  character  was  siugularly  honorable  and  upright.  lu 
many  respects  Eobert  H.  Bender  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  worthy 
sire,  and  in  the  business  transactions  of  everyday  life  has  shown  a  regard  and 
consideration  for  the  rights  and  wishes  of  others  and  a  strict  conformity  with 
all  that  is  honorable  and  upright.  He  is  now  in  his  sixtieth  year,  for  on 
the  17th  of  March,  1834,  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Cumberland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburg.  He  had  reached  the  age  of  about 
twelve  years  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  Indiana,  and  greatly 
enjoyed  the  overland  journey  to  the  Hoosier  State.  He  was  given  only  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools,  but  by  much  private  study  managed  to 
gain  a  thorough  insight  into  many  branches  foreign  to  the  schools  of  this  day, 
principal  among  which  was  sui-veying.  He  also  became  proficient  in  official 
business  and  at  one  time  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Knox.  His 
brother,  John  S.  Bender,  was  a  surveyor  and  engineer,  and  the  first  work  done 
by  young  Robert  was  to  carry  a  chain  while  state  ditches  were  being  surveyed. 
He,  in  time,  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  this  line  of  work  and  in  November, 
1856,  was  elected  surveyor  of  Starke  County,  a  position  Le  held  by  re-election 
until  1860.  During  the  winter  of  that  year  he  taught  school  in  Knox,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until  1868.  He  then  gave  up 
this  occupation  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as  Auditor  of  Starke  County,  to  which 
position  he  had  been  elected  on  the  17th  of  November.  In  1872  he  was  re- 
elected with  an  increased  majority  and  this  position  filled  with  the  greatest 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  political  friends  and  enemies 
until  1876.  In  1880  he  again  took  charge  ot  the  office  as  a  deputy,  under  Dr. 
Wm.  Perry,  and  when  this  gentleman  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  in  1887, 
he  was  appointed  Auditor  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  and  upon  its  expiration, 
November  17,  1888,  was  once  more  elected  to  the  position,  discharging  the 
duties  of  this  responsible  position  four  years  longer.  He  was  also  at  one  time 
Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Knox,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  been 
closely  connected  with  the  official  affairs  of  his  section  for  many  years,  and 
during  this  period  his  good  name  has  been  above  reproach.  He  is  one  of 
those  men  who  is  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  trusted  with  important 
offices  because  of  his  well-known  integrity  of  character  and  his  efficiency  and 
accuracy  as  a  business  man.  Like  his  father  before  him  he  has  always  sup- 
ported Democratic  principles  in  behalf  of  which  he  has  wielded  considerable 
influence  throughout  his  county.  In  the  Masonic  order  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  1859,  he  has  also  been  influential  and  active,  and  is  one  of  its 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  203 

most  enthusiastic  supporters.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Alvira  J.  Morris  was 
celebrated  on  the  1st  of  December,  1863,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are: 
Atalanta  E.,  Marcus  V.  and  Andromeda  Z. 


'••••- 


WILBERT   A.   PIERSON. 

Among  the  prosperous  and  well-to-do  merchants  of  Starke  County,  Indi- 
ana, none  are  more  prominent  or  favorably  known  than  Wilbert  A.  Piersou, 
the  general  merchant  of  Knox.  While  he  only  carries  a  stock  invoicing 
about  $5,000,  his  strict  methods  of  doing  business,  of  dealing  fairly  and 
honorably  with  all,  of  giving  in  all  instances  just  recompense  for  amount  re- 
ceived, has  made  his  annual  sales  amount  to  about  $30,000,  which,  in  itself, 
speaks  of  his  popularity  as  a  merchant  and  citizen.  Mr.  Pierson  is  a  native 
"To  the  manner  born"  his  birth  occuriug  in  Elkhart  County,  October  31, 
1862,  being  a  sou  of  William  and  Charlotte  Pierson,  the  mother's  maiden 
name  being  Gates.  William  Pierson  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Noble  County,  Indiana,  at  a  very  early  period  and  at  a  time, 
when  Pottawatomie  Indians  were  oftener  met  than  white  men.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  six  children,  that  were  left  fatherless,  when  he  was  about  twelve 
years  old,  and  about  this  time  he  went  to  Elkhart  County,  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  Gabriel  Pearl,  near  Middlebury,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  attaining  man's  estate.  At  about  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  married, 
moved  to  Noble  County,  where  he  farmed  until  1872,  wlien  he  "moved  to 
Starke  County,  and  from  this  point  to  Wayne  County,  Illinois,  in  1886  where 
he  yet  resides.  At  the  time  our  country's  life  was  in  peril  from  the  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  country,  he  became  one  of  the  volunteers  to  defend  the 
old  flag,  even  with  his  life,  if  necessary.  He  became  a  member  of  Company 
A,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Chickamauga  and  many  other  engagements.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by 
Lee's  followers  and  for  eight  days  and  nights  was  compelled  to  endure  a 
forced  march,  his  rations  for  that  time  being  two  ears    of   corn,  and  what  he 
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could  forage  from  what  the  mules  had  left.  With  others  of  his  comrades  he 
came  near  starving  to  death  before  succor  came  with  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and 
from  a  strong,  hearty  man  weighing  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  he  came 
forth  an  emaciated,  physical  wreck  of  eighty  pounds  weight. 

The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  Wilbert  A.  Pierson,  was  ten  years 
old,  when  he  came  to  Starke  County,  and  his  youth  and  early  manhood  was 
passed  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  schools,  later  attending  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso.  For  eight  years  he  was 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Starke  County,  and  from  the  revenue  thus  derived 
was  enabled  to  educate  himself  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  and  to  es- 
tablish himself,  in  a  small  way,  in  mercantile  pursuits.  From  this  small  be- 
ginning he  has  attained  his  present  fine  mercantile  standing,  and  is  justly  re- 
cognized as  a  self-made  man  and  an  excellent  neighbor.  While  crowding  his 
own  interest  to  the  utmost,  he  has  found  time  to  contribute  liberally  to  all 
public  enterprises  of  a  worthy  character,  both  financially  and  personal!}'.  He 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
In  1885  occurred  his  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie,  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Mary 
(Boots)  Prettyman,  and  to  them  three  children  have  been  born,  Irma,  Elva 
and  Ora. 


'••• 


JOSEPH   N.  M'CORMICK. 

The  insurance  companies  must  always  take  a  prominent  place  as  institu- 
tions, beneficent,  practical  and  indispensible  to  the  present  state  of  civiliza- 
tion. These  institutions  place  their  interest  in  the  control  of  gentlemen  who 
have  secured  honorable  reputations,  and  one  of  these  is  Joseph  N.  McCormick, 
a  prominent  resident  of  Knox,  Indiana.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Virginia,  February  7th,  1846.  His  father,  James  McCormick,  was . 
born  in  Ireland  and  was  of  Scotch  origin.  The  later  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  at  an  early  age  was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  for  he  was 
but  a  child,  when  both  his  parents  died.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  a  desire 
to    try  his   fortune  in  the  New  World,  induced  him  to  leave  the  land  of  his 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  205 

birth,  and  he  and  an  elder  brother  landed  in  New  York  City.  Shortly  after- 
ward they  were  separated  in  that  city,  and  never  met  afterward.  Mr. 
McCormick  went  from  New  York  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  in  about  1842  re- 
moved to  Virginia,  where  he  married  Miss  Louisa  Payne,  one  year  later.  She 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
fall  of  1852,  when  with  his  family  he  immigrated  to  Cass  County,  Indiana, 
making  the  entire  distance  by  wagon,  and  being  fifty-five  days  on  the  road.  He 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Logausport,  but  a  year  later  came  to  Starke  County, 
and  October  10,  1853,  located  on  a  farm  in  Washington  Township,  about 
three  miles  northeast  of  Knox,  which  farm  Mr.  McCormick  had  previously 
entered.  On  this  was  a  log  cabin,  and  at  that  time  there  was  less  than  twenty 
acres  of  improved  land  between  Knox  and  the  homestead  in  Washington  town- 
ship, and  not  a  school  house  in  the  northern  part  of  thecountj'.  Mr.  McCormick 
immediately  began  making  improvements  and  experienced  the  usual  hardships 
attendant  pioneer  life.  He  became  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county,  not  a  man  being  more  esteemed  and  respected.  His  death  occurred  at 
Grovertowu  in  1886,  when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him 
several  years,  dying  December  31, 1892.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  child- 
ren, John,  William,  Joseph,  Marj^  and  Elmira.  Although  our  subject  was  but 
a  lad  of  about  six  years,  he  well  remembers  the  laborious  trip  across  the 
country  by  wagon  from  Old  Virginia  to  Indiana.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  homestead  in  Washington  Township,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  the  town  of  Knox,  although  his  opportunities  in  this 
direction  were  not  of  the  best.  He  was  obliged  to  work  hard  in  clearing  the 
farm,  and  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  Knox.  After  attending  the  schools  in  this  city  for  some  time,  he 
embarked  in  merchandising  for  himself  in  1872,  and  this  continued  for  two 
years.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  Surveyor  of  the  county  and  filled  that 
position  for  four  consecutive  years,  or  two  terms.  After  serving  two  years 
as  Township  Trustee,  he  again  engaged  in  merchandizing,  and  continued  the 
business  successfully  until  1886,  when  the  building  and  entire  stock  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  As  he  carried  no  insurance,  the  loss  was  a  most  severe  one. 
Later  he  established  a  fire  insurance  agency,  and  carried  on  a  prosperous 
business  iintil  the  fall  of  1888,  when  he  was  again  elected  surveyor  of  the 
county,  and  re-elected  in  1890,  serving  four  consecutive  years.  Since  retiring 
from  the  surveyor's  office  he  has  been  carrying  on  insurance  interests.  In  the 
year  1869  Mr.  McCormick  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Guernsey,  a  native 
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of  Starke  County,  and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Susan  (Welsh)  Guernsey, 
early  settlers  of  Starke  County.  Four  children  blessed  this  union,  Ida,  Al- 
vin,  Clyde  and  Henry.  Mrs.  McCormick  died  April  30,  1884,  when  but 
twenty-nine  years  of  age.  Our  subject's  second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Ida 
E.  Weage,  in  March,  1890,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Weage,  of  Branch  County, 
Michigan.  One  child  has  been  born  to  them,  Verl.  Mr.  McCormick  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Knox  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is 
one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  the  county  and  wields  considerable  influence. 


>  ••• ' 


JOHN   C.    LARREW. 

The  well  cultivated  farms  and  thriving  villages  and  cities  of  Starke 
County,  Ind.,  have  become  such  common  objects  that  it  seems  almost  impossi- 
ble that  we  have  in  our  midst  a  man  who  saw  this  section  when  it  was  sparsely 
settled  and  who  experiencied  all  the  trials  and  tribulations  incident  to  pioneer 
times.  Mr.  John  C.  Larrew  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  July  2,  1840, 
and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  J.  and  Eliza  J.  (Hagle)  Larrew,  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  Tlie  father  was  reared  in  his  native  State 
and  at  an  early  date  moved  with  his  parents  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Miss  Hagle.  Later  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  and  followed 
the  same  while  a  resident  of  the  Buckeye  State.  About  the  year  1846  he  im- 
migrated with  his  family  to  Henry  County,  Ind.,  and  worked  at  his  trade  there 
until  1853,  when  he  moved  to  Marshall  Count)-,  that  State.  From  there  he 
moved  to  Starke  County  in  1857,  and  arrived  in  Knox,  March  16,  1857.  He 
opened  a  small  grocery  store  and  also  worked  at  his  trade,  following  the  same 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Larrew  became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county 
and  held  a  number  of  local  oflices  there,  dischargincr  the  duties  of  the  same  in 
a  very  satisfactory  maimer.  For  some  time  he  served  as  deputy,  sheriff, 
also  deputy  treasurer,  looking  after  the  collection  of  taxes,  etc.,  and  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  many  years.  He  was  well  and  favorably  known  all  over  tlie 
county.  Mrs.  Larrew  died  July  10,  1865.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  the  family  to  Starke  County, 
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lud.,  aud  here  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He  learned  the  harness 
and  shoemaking  trades  and  followed  the  same  during  his  early  life.  Later 
he  studied  medicine  for  about  a  year  but  abandoned  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing an  M.  D.  He  served  about  a  year  during  the  war  and  was  mustered  out 
in  May,  1865,  from  Company  D,  Twenty-second  Indiana.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and,  after  returning  from  the  war,  he  resumed  his 
trade  in  Knox  for  some  time.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1869  he 
opened  the  first  livery  barn  in  Knox  and  established  a  hack  line  between  Knox 
and  Hamlet.  This  he  carried  on  for  twenty- two  years,  carrying  mail  between 
the  two  places,  Hamlet  being  the  nearest  railroad  point  at  that  time  He 
still  carries  on  the  livery  business,  which  is  the  only  business  of  the  kind 
in  the  town.  After  abandoning  the  hack  line  Mr.  Larrew  opened  a  bakery 
in  the  place  and  this  he  carries  on  successfully  at  the  present  time.  He 
also  added  a  stock  of  groceries  and  confectionery,  and,  aside  from  this,  he 
deals  largely  in  farm  machinery,  implements,  wagons,  etc.,  and  is  doing  a  suc- 
cessful business.  For  two  years  he  has  operated  a  coal  and  wood  yard.  In 
connection  with  his  livery  business  Mr.  Larrew  has  also  handled  many  fine 
horses  and  at  one  time  handled  stock,  generally  on  a  large  scale,  having  as 
many  as  150  head  of  cattle  at  one  time.  His  career  has  been  a  most  successful 
one  and  he  ranks  among  the  solid  and  substantial  men  of  Starke  County.  Mr. 
Larrew  came  here  when  the  county  was  almost  a  wilderness  and  has  witnessed 
many  wonderful  improvements  since  that  time.  At  one  time  he  knew  nearly 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  county.  He  was  formerly  one  of  the 
most  active  workers  for  the  Democratic  party  in  the  county,  aud  his  extended 
acquaintance  placed  him  among  the  most  influential  men  of  the  same.  Mr. 
Larrew  never  aspired  to  official  positions,  but  for  about  two  years  acted  as 
deputy  sheriff  and  town  marshal.  Formerly  he  was  a  member  of  both  the 
A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  orders,  but  at  present  is  not  an  active  member. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  G.  A.  K.  and  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  same  in  Knox.  In  all  his  enterprises  Mr.  Larrew  has  been  suc- 
cessful to  a  marked  degree  and,  besides,  owns  valuable  business  property  in 
Knox,  he  owns  about  a  hundred  acres  of  laud  in  Starke  County.  He  was 
married  Nov.  25,  1865,  to  Mrs.  Catherine  (Lash)  Jackson,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  they  have  had  four  interesting  children,  William  C,  Addie,  Orlando  E. 
(deceased),  and  one  died  in  infancy.  By  a  foi'mer  marriage  Mrs.  Larrew 
became  the  mother  of  three  children — Jesse,  Andrew  J.,  and  Henry  A. 
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JOHN   GOOD, 

Biography  should  be  written  for  the  sake  of  its  lessons,  that  men  every- 
where may  place  themselves  in  contact  with  facts  and  affairs,  and  build  them- 
selves up  to  and  into  a  life  of  excellence,  not  in  any  sphere,  but  in  their  own 
rightful  place,  where  they  may  keep  and  augment  their  individuality.  To 
record  in  some  respects  the  details  of  such  a  life  is  proposed  in  the  following 
history.  John  Good,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Starke  County,  Ind.,  came 
originally  from  Snyder  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  birth  occurred 
March  14,  1824.  His  parents,  Adam  and  Mary  M.  (Musselman)  Good, 
were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State  also.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Good  family 
is  of  Swiss  origin  and  that  the  first  members  who  came  to  this  country  lo- 
cated in  Pennsylvania.  William  Good,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  that  state  and  there  passed  his  entire  life.  Adam  M. 
Good,  father  of  subject  moved  with  his  family  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio 
in  the  spring  of  1831,  and  made  the  entire  distance  in  wagons.  He  settled 
in  Senaca  County  where  he  entered  240  acres  of  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. This  laud  was  new,  covered  with  timber,  as  no  improvements  what- 
ever had  been  made,  and  here  Mr.  Good  began  his  career  as  a  pioneer. 
He  first  erected  a  temporary  pole  cabin  and  then  began  clearing  the  laud. 
The  following  fall  a  hewn  log  house  was  erected  and  the  original  one  was 
used  as  a  stable.  All  the  trials  and  privations  of  pioneer  life  were  experi- 
enced by  Mr.  Good,  but  he  persevered,  and  as  time  passed  by  he  began 
to  gather  around  him  many  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life  and 
became  one  of  the  prosperous .  farmers  of  the  county.  On  this  farm  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  January  26,  1845,  when  but  forty-sis  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  December  12,  18G6,  dying  when  seventy-two  years 
of  age.  An  old  fashioned  family  of  thirteen  children  was  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  mature  j^ears  as  follows:  Mary,  deceased; 
Hannah,  deceased;  Emanuel,  deceased;  John,  our  subject;  George,  de- 
ceased; Adam,  resides  in  Senaca  County,  Ohio,  and  Lucy,  deceased;  Our 
subject  was  about  seven  years  of  age  when  the  parents  removed  to  the 
Buckeye  State  and  he  well  remembers  the  trip  by  wagon  over  the  Alleghany 
Moiintains    and   the  many  incidents  and  experiences  of  that  journey.      His 
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boyhood  days  were  passed  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Ohio,  where  he 
assisted  in  clearing  the  land  and  making  a  home,  duties  that  fell  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  old  and  young  in  those  days,  for  help  was  scarce  and 
resources  few.  His  first  schooling  was  in  the  pioneer  subscription  schools 
during  the  winter  months,  but  later  he  attended  the  free  schools  of  the 
day.  Advantages  in  this  direction  were  limited  however,  and  the  practical 
education  from  reading  and  observation  in  later  years,  added  much  to  his 
store  of  knowledge.  He  remained  on  the  old  homstead  in  Oliio  four  years 
after  his  marriage,  renting  and  farming  the  same  in  company  with  an 
older  brother,  and  then,  in  1849,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  one  child, 
immigrated  by  wagon  to  Indiana,  arriving  in  Starke  County,  September  7th 
of  that  year.  He  settled  in  North  Bend  Township,  purchasing  156  acres 
of  land  for  §1,200.  A  few  improvements  had  already  been  made,  a  good 
log  house,  a  stable  and  about  thirty  acres  cleared.  Mr.  Good  prospered 
from  the  first  and  made  his  home  on  the  farm  until  the  spring  of  1866, 
when  he  removed  to  Knox  to  prosecute  the  duties  of  county  treasurer,  to 
which  office  he  had  been  elected  in  the  fall  of  1865.  He  served  as  treas- 
urer for  five  years,  after  which  he  continued  to  reside  in  Knox  until  the 
spring  of  1875,  when  he  returned  to  the  farm.  There  he  resided  until 
1882,  when  he  returned  to  Knox  and  here  he  has  resided  since,  living  practic- 
ally a  retired  life,  although  for  several  years  he  was  quite  active  in  the 
location  of  ditches  throughout  the  county.  Mr.  Good  was  married  Aug.  6, 
1845,  to  Miss  Catherine  Komig,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  eight  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  five  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years:  William  J.; 
Tobias,  deceased;  Jeremiah;  John  W.,  and  Samuel.  Although  well  along  in 
years,  our  subject  is  still  active  and  robust  and  destined  to  many  more  years 
of  usefulness.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Democrat.  Mr. 
Good  is  one  of  the  few  pioneers  now  living  who  has  witnessed  the  wonderful 
transformation  that  has  taken  place  in  Starke  County  in  the  past  fifty  years. 
His  long  career  has  been  one  of  usefulness,  and  no  man  is  better  respected 
in  the  county. 


I  •  •  •  • 
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JOHN  WESLEY  GOOD. 

The  city  of  Knox,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  has  never  known  a  more  effi- 
cient and  capable  county  surveyor  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who,  though 
young  in  years,  has  already  won  an  enviable  reputation.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
attainments,  well  posted  on  general  topics,  and  especially  so  in  regard  to  sur- 
veying, etc.  Mr.  Good  was  born  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  March  25,  1858, 
to  the  marriage  of  John  Good  and  Catherine  (Eomig)  Good,  and  was  but  an 
infant  six  months  old  when  his  parents  settled  in  Starke  County.  Here  he 
grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
remained  on  the  farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  During  that  time  he 
taught  school,  and  after  leaving  the  farm  he  followed  the  same  occupation, 
teaching  four  terms.  In  1887  he  received  the  appointment  under  President 
Cleveland  in  the  railroad  mail  service,  and  this  position  held  until  change  of 
administration.  After  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  I.,  I.  &  I.  K.  R.  for 
about  two  years  and  then  engaged  in  carpentering,  following  the  same  for 
some  time.  Being  a  lifelong  resident  of  Starke  County  and  well  and  favora- 
bly known,  he  was  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  ticket  for  county  surveyor 
in  1892,  elected  by  a  majority  of  130  votes,  and  this  position  he  still  holds 
and  fills  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  In  1884  Mr.  Good  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Clements,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Watt)  Clements.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  this  union: 
Mable  A.,  Forest  E.,  Norman  W.,  Ralph  A.  and  Merle,  deceased.  During 
the  winter  seasons  Mr.  Good  followed  teaching  when  first  starting  out  for 
himself,  but  during  the  summer  months  he  carried  on  an  extensive  contract- 
ing business  in  ditches  throughout  the  county,  and  this  proved  quite  profit- 
able. 


>  •••  < 
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SAMUEL  MARK   GORRELL. 

Prominent  among  those  who  have  made  an  impress  on  the  history  of  the 
"town  of  Knox,  in  more  respects  than  one,  is  Samuel  Mark  Gorrell,  editor  of 
"The  Starke  County  Democrat."  The  "Democrat"  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
first  newspaper  published  in  the  county,  known  as  the  "Starke  County  Press." 
The  founder  was  Joseph  A.  Berry,  who  was  also  its  editor  and  proprietor. 
The  plant  was  hauled  across  the  country  from  LaPorte  in  wagons  and  set  up 
in  the  old  building  now  owned  by  O.  Musselman.  The  first  paper  was  issued 
some  time  in  1860,  but  the  exact  date  cannot  be  ascertained.  Mr.  Berry 
remained  in  control  but  a  short  time,  when,  being  of  a  roving  disposition,  he 
disposed  of  it  to  James  H.  Adair,  who  conducted  it  a  number  of  years  and  then 
sold  it  to  William  Burns.  Mr.  Burns  changed  the  name  to  "The  Ledger," 
conducted  it  a  number  of  years,  and  died  in  the  harness.  His  widow  disposed 
of  the  paper  to  Boyles  and  Good,  who  in  turn  disposed  of  it  to  O.  Musselman, 
in  1869.  He  remained  its  editor  until  1888,  when  he  leased  the  plant  to  C. 
O.  Musselman,  who  remained  its  editor  and  manager  up  to  June  1,  1891,  at 
which  date  Gorrell  Bros,  purchased  the  plant  and  changed  its  name  to  the 
"Democrat,"  by  which  style  it  is  now  known.  J.  Don  Gorrell  was  its  editor. 
On  Ihe  14th  of  April,  1893,  S.  M.  Gorrell  succeeded  J.  D.  Gorrell  as  editor 
and  is  still  conducting  the  paper.  The  "Democrat,"  under  the  present  man- 
agement, is  a  five-column,  eight-page  paper,  and  ranks  among  the  leading  and 
influential  ones  of  Northern  Indiana,  being  ably  edited,  progressive  and 
enterprising,  and  a  decided  credit  to  Knox  and  to  Starke  County.  It  is  now 
thoroughly  established,  its  crisp  and  trenchant  editorials  command  an  ever- 
widening  area  of  circulation,  while  they  carry  with  them  that  weight  and 
authority  which  a  clear,  calm  and  intelligent  judgment  must  always  secure. 
It  is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  county's  best  interests,  and  aggressive 
and  fearless  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party.  S.  M.  Gorrell  was  born  in 
Ossian,  Wells  County,  Indiana,  January  25,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Mary  A  (Milliken)  Gorrell.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place  and  received  a 
a  public  school  education,  but  passed  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  during 
his  earlier  life,  in  his  father's  store.  In  1876,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
began  learning  telegraphy,  and  after  mastering  this  he  was  employed  on  the 
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railroad  continuously  until  1890.  Up  to  1883  he  was  engaged  on  work  at 
and  near  his  native  place,  but  in  April  of  that  year  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago  &  Erie,  at  Huntington,  Indiana,  as  telegraph  operator.  Later  he 
was  made  superintendent's  clerk  and  subsequently  was  promoted  to  train  dis- 
patcher, which  position  he  held  for  three  years.  During  the  last  twenty-two 
months  that  he  held  that  position  he  worked  so  bard  that  bis  health  failed 
and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  and  seek  other  employment  less  confining.  In 
April,  1890,  be  entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
and  after  working  four  months  returned  to  telegraphy,  becoming  train  dis- 
patcher for  L.  E.  &  W.  at  Lima.  He  served  in  this  capacity  about  a  year 
and  then  removed  to  Muncie,  Indiana,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business.  He  then  came  to  Knox,  and  in  April,  1893,  assumed 
control  of  the  "Democrat."  Mr.  Gorrell  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  mazTied  December  27,  1880,  to  Miss  Alice 
Mitchell,  a  native  of  Vermillion  County,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Rev.  John 
Mitchell,  a  Presbyterian  divine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gorrell  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:     James  Kenneth,  Verne  Stanley  and  Charles  Scott. 


>  •  ••  • 


HENRY   HAGEMAN. 

It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  record  the  character  and  enterprise  of 
men  of  business,  who,  on  account  of  their  long  tenure  and  extensive  opera- 
tions comprise  almost  a  history  of  the  business  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
Of  such  men  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  in  words  of  praise.  "  By  their  acts  ye 
shall  know  them."  Their  very  existence  is  emphatic  evidence  of  the  honora- 
ble position  they  occupy  and  the  long  course  of  just  methods  that  they  have 
pursued.  A  gentleman  in  mind  is  Henry  Hageman,  who  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Indiana,  November  21,  1816,  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Battan) 
Hageman,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Holland,  and  when  a  lad  of  about 
seventeen,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  or  Vir- 
ginia, it  is  not  definitely  known  which.  About  1812  he  became  a  resident  of 
Union  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1834  of   Porter  County,  Indiana,  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch  having  preceded  him  thither  by  one  year.  John  Hagemau 
made  his  home  at  Waverly,  Indiana,  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  he  and  wife 
now  lie  buried  at  Salt  Creek.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Charity  (Gossett)  who  is  now  deceased;  Betsey  (Skidmore)  also  deceased; 
Mariah,  who  died  unmarried;  Jane  (Beck) ;  Sallie  (Foster);  Hannah;  Fran- 
ces; John  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  are  dead,  with  the  exception  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  John  Hageman  was  a  Major  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  a 
Whig  in  politics  and  a  man  of  decided,  pronounced  and  practical  views. 
Adrian  Hageman  was  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country  from  Hol- 
land. He  landed  in  New  York  in  1650.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
eight  children:  Joseph,  Hendricks  Jacobus  (born  in  Holland);  Abraham, 
Dennis,  Isaac,  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (born  in  the  United  States.)  Dennis 
had  five  sons:  Adrian,  Jacobus,  DoUins,  Joseph  and  Dennis.  Adrian  Hage- 
man married  and  his  son  John  was  born  in  1718.  He  was  married  to  Jane 
Van  Horn,  and  their  son.  Christian  Hageman,  was  born  August  10,  1745. 
His  wife.  Charity,  was  born  December  4,  1747,  and  they  were  married  June 
10,  1767.  Their  son  John,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
October  9,  1768.  His  wife,  Hannah  Batten,  had  three  sisters,  all  of  whom 
were  born  at  one  birth  and  all  of  whom  lived,  married  and  reared  twelve 
children  each.  Their  father,  Henry  Battan,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  was 
of  Welch  descent.  After  coming  to  the  United  States  he  took  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  a  soldier  in  the  Colonial  Army,  being  an  officer  in  the 
same.  He  lost  his  wife  in  Virginia,  after  which  he  came  to  Indiana  with  his 
children  and  here  reached  the  advanced  age  of  96  years,  his  death  occurring 
in  Porter  County.  Henry  Hageman,  whose  name  heads  this  biographical 
notice,  lived  a  short  time  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  after  which  he  went  to 
Montgomery  County,  thence  to  Fountain  County,  where  he  received  the  most 
•of  his  education  in  the  town  of  Rob  Roy.  He  made  his  home  with  his 
brother-in-law,  John  I.  Foster,  with  whom  he  came  to  La  Porte  County,  in 
1832.  A  year  later  he  located  at  Chesterton  and  entered  40  acres  in  Section 
25,  and  in  due  course  of  time  accumulated  in  all  about  600  acres.  When  the 
time  came  for  his  children  to  leave  the  "home  nest,"  he  gave  to  each  of  them 
40  acres  and  sold  each  40  acres  more.  In  1871  he  laid  out  the  town  of 
Porter,  then  Hageman.  In  1881  he  laid  out  a  valuable  addition,  and  in  1885 
still  another,  in  addition  to  which  valuable  property  he  owns  40  acres  of  land, 
and  10  acres  on  which  his  residence  is  located,  besides  a  number  of  small 
tracts  containing  about  35  acres  each.     In  his  early  days  while  he  was  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Waverly,  he  did  considerable  trading  with  the  Indians  and  was  soon 
able  to  converse  with  them  in  their  own  language.  He  lived  two  years  in 
Rock  Island  County,  Illinois,  on  a  40  acre  tract  of  land  which  he  had  entered. 
He  has  been  a  valuable  member  of  society,  for  he  has  ever  been  decidedly 
public  spirited,  and  has  the  interests  of  his  section  warmly  at  heart.  He  is  a 
man  who  has  so  deported  himself  as  to  gain  the  confidence  and  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him.  Strictly  honorable  and  possessed  of  excellent  business 
sense,  he  is  a  most  valuable  member  of  the  society,  and  gives  promise  of  still 
greater  usefulness  and  success.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views  up 
to  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Republican 
and  has  filled  various  township  offices,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Congress- 
ional Conventions  of  1880  and  1882.  He  has  been  on  the  petit  or  grand  jury 
every  year  for  forty  years,  until  on  account  of  advancing  years  he  requested 
the  Judge  to  release  him  from  this  duty.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  recording  and  district  steward,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  his  church  in  his  community.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  J.  Gossett,  a  native  of  Brownsville, 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  February  9, 1841,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Charity 
(Hageman)  Gossett,  and  out  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children  given  to  them, 
seven  have  lived  to  maturity:  Charles,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Eber  H.  Wentworth;  John;  Maria,  wife  of  Charles  Acker- 
man;  Rosa,  wife  of  Frederick  Long;  Hannah,  wife  of  John  Busse;  Lilan 
(deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  Albert  Busse.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  March  21,  1891,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Hageman  took  Anna  Bab- 
cock,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Whiting)  Babcock,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  and  settled  in  Flint,  Mich.,  where  they  erected  one  of 
the  first  residences. 


-••••• 


JOHN  BERNARD  LUNDBERG. 

This  gentleman  is  a  native  of  that  country  whose  citizens  are  noted  for 
their  industry,  frugality  and  honesty,  Sweden,  and  throughout  life  he  has  shown 
that  he  is  possessed  of  these  worth}'  characteristics  in  an  eminent  degree.    Ho 
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was  born  in  Westerjotland,  Skaraborgs  Lann,  Sweden,  Saudhem  Poto£fe,Janu- 
ary  13,  1840,  his  father,  Carrol  Bernard  Lundberg,  liaving  been  born  in  Bur- 
bek,  Sweden,  in  1808.  He  was  a  tailor  in  early  life,  and  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing, in  fact,  was  a  pushing  and  enterprising  man  of  affairs,  and  these  qualities 
have  been  inherited,  in  a  more  than  ordinary  degree,  by  his  son.  He  was  one 
of  five  children,  and  was  the  only  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  United 
States,  which  he  did  in  the  month  of  October,  1852,  arriving  in  this 
country  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-one  days,  and  landing  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. He  went  direct  to  the  city  of  Chicago,  but  his  career  was  unfortunately 
closed  the  following  year,  his  death  occurring  in  January.  He  was  buried  on 
the  present  site  of  Lincoln  Park,  but  was  afterward  removed.  He  was  mar- 
ried twice,  first  to  Eva  Charlotte  Josepenson,  who  bore  him  two  children:  Eva 
Charlotte  (Whitcomb),  of  Chicago,  and  John  Bernard,  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1840,  and  Mr.  Lundberg 
took  for  his  second  wife,  Christena  Greta  Johanson,  who  bore  him  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  called  from  life  while  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  She 
survived  him,  and  married  a  second  time.  John  Bernard  Lundberg  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Sweden,  and  in  that  country  and  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
to  which  place  he  came  with  his  father,  he  received  his  education.  His  first 
money  was  obtained  by  working  in  a  wagon  and  a  carriage  shop  at  $1.50  per 
week  and  boarding  himself.  When  he  finally  quit  work  he  was  receiv- 
ing $1.75  per  day.  A  year  later,  in  1854,  he  went  to  work  in  a  sash 
and  blind  factory,  operated  by  George  W.  Noble,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  Cleveland  &  Bussell,  sash  and  blind 
manufacturers,  and  remained  with  this  firm  \intil  1861,  then  began  working 
for  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Union  Railway.  In  1864,  he  enlisted  as  a  me- 
chanic in  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. He  was  in  the  engagement  at  Nashville,  besides  some  minor 
engagements,  and  in  June,  1865,  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  the  Ten- 
nessee capitol.  He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  came 
to  Chesterton,  Indiana,  and  established  a  cabinet-making  and  wood-turning  es- 
tablishment, which  was  the  first  to  be  established  in  the  village,  and  which  he 
operated  until  1873,  when  he  sold  the  turning  department,  and  has  operated 
the  cabinet  branch  of  the  business  ever  since.  He  owns  a  fine  store  room 
where  he  sells  the  articles  of  his  own  manufacture.  From  1869,  to  1874,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  shipping  of  lumber,  then  gave  up  the  bus- 
iness for  want  of  lumber  with  which  to  work.     He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
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politics,  and  has  served  as  Trustee  of  his  township  from  1868  to  1872,  and  as 
township  Assessor  for  six  years,  being  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  In 
1882,  he  was  elected  County  Commissioner,  a  tribute  to  his  sound  and  practi- 
cal judgment,  and  served  with  credit  and  honor  to  himself  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  He  has  always  been  public  spirited,  and  keenly  alive  to  all  that  was 
going  on  about  him,  and  was  the  first  man  to  be  initiated  into  Chesterton 
Lodge  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  He  was  married  February  26,  1872,  to  Miss 
Phoebe  A.  Hammond,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Laura  Hammond,  also  natives  of  York  State  and  of  Holland-Dutch 
origin.  They  afterwards  became  residents  of  Van  Bureu  County,  Michigan, 
and  there  spent  their  last  days.  They  reared  a  family  of  two  boys  and  six 
girls.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luudberg  two  children  have  been  given:  Eva 
Christina,  and  Lillie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months.  This  family  are 
active  members  of  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chesterton, 
of  which  Mr.  Luudberg  was  one  of  the  original  founders.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  substantial  men  of  his  village,  is  respected  for  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, and  his  sound  judgment  is  acknowledged  by  all. 


-••»••- 


JOHN   H.  BUSSE. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  a  product  of  the  great 
city  of  Chicago,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1863.  His  father,  John  Busse,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1827,  but  in  order  to 
better  his  financial  condition,  and  being  of  an  enterprising  and  independent  dis- 
position, he  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  and  has  never  had 
occasion  to  regret  becoming  a  subject  of  "  Uncle  Sam."  He  worked  at  farm- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago  for  a  number  of  years,  but  about  1869,  opened 
a  grocery  store  in  that  city,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  calling  he  acquired  con- 
siderable property.  On  the  13th  of  January,  1872,  he  died  of  that  dread 
disease — small  pox — his  death  being  deeply  regretted  not  only  by  his  immedi- 
ate family,  but  by  many  warm  friends  he  had  gathered  about  him  in  business 
and  social  life.  He  was  noted  for  his  benevolence,  and  the  poor  rarely 
applied  to  him  for  aid  in  vain,  his  reasons  for  refusal  always  being  of  the  best. 
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He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Johanna  (Dieckman)  Ritter,  a  native  of  Hol- 
stein,  Prussia,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  mother  and  settled 
in  Chicago,  in  which  city  she  is  still  making  her  home.  By  her  first  husband 
she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Robert  C,  who  is  a  successful  practicing 
attorney  of  the  World's  Fair  City.  By  Mr.  Busse  she  became  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Albert  F.,  of  Chicago;  John 
H. ;  Emil  F.,  of  Porter  County,  Indiana;  Lewis  F.,  an  oil  merchant  of 
Chicago,  and  Francis  Ellen.  John  H.  Busse  I'eceived  his  early  training 
in  the  parochial  schools  of  Chicago,  and  acquired  a  thoroughly  practical 
education.  Her  father,  upon  his  death,  left  a  debt  of  $1,600,  and  John  H. 
felt  it  his  duty  to  pay  this  off  so  far  as  he  could,  and  although  only  nine  years 
of  age,  he  secured  a  position  in  a  bakery,  where  he  remained  employed  for  two 
years.  He  then  remained  six  months  in  the  tobacco  establishment  of  Gradle 
&  Strotz,  after  which  he  went  with  members  of  his  family  to  Amana,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  one  and  a  half  years.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Rock  Is- 
land, Illinois,  where  he  worked  in  the  cotton  mills  for  some  three  years  and  in 
1877  he  returned  with  the  family  to  Chicago.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  milk  for  over  a  year,  for  D.  J.  Gardner,  and  was  then  with  Mainard 
Hamilton  in  the  same  capacity  for  some  time.  In  the  spring  of  1881,  he  came 
to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  a  poor  young  man.  He  worked  himself  up,  until 
to-day  he  is  worth  nearly  §40,000,  and  has  the  highest  confidence  of  the  town, 
and  for  some  time  worked  in  the  bi-ick  yards  of  Owens  &  Molding,  and  was 
afterwards  with  Purington  &  Kimball.  In  1885  he  went  to  Menominee,  Wis- 
consin, and  superintended  a  yard  there  owned  by  the  St.  Paul  &  Minneapolis 
Pressed  Brick  Company,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  returned  to  Porter  County, 
where  he  was  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  brick  until  Jul)',  1891.  In 
September,  of  the  same  year,  he  bought  a  half  interest  with  Peter  Wistraud, 
in  a  mercantile  establishment,  and  in  August,  1892,  he  became  the  sole  prop- 
rietor of  stock  and  building,  and  conducted  it  alone  until  November  of  the 
same  year.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  E.  Jacobson,  the  firm  name 
being  Busse  <fe  Jacobson,  and  they  have  the  largest  and  most  complete  stock 
of  goods,  as  well  as  the  largest  patronage  of  any  house  in  the  village.  He  is 
a  Republican,  and  served  as  Postmaster  of  the  village  in  which  he  lives  until 
after  the  election  of  President  Cleveland.  He  is  now  a  Notary  Public.  He 
was  married  March  4,  1884,  to  Miss  Hannah  F.  Hageman,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Hannah  J.  (Gossett)  Hageman,  and  to  their  union  two  children  have  been 
given:  Florence  E.,  and  Mainard  H.  Mr.  Busse  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 
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Y.  S.  REITER. 

Prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the  foremost  of  the  brilliant  circle  of  lawyers 
of  Lake  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  Y.  S.  Eeiter,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  well-known  firm  of  Ibach  &  Eeiter,  Hammond.  It  seems  to  have  been 
his  ambition  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  native  and  acquired  powers,  and  to 
develop  in  himself  a  true  manhood,  and  the  large  clientage  which  he  has 
gathered  about  him,  and  the  large  circle  of  friends  which  he  can  call  his, 
abundantly  testify  as  to  the  success  of  his  efforts.  He  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  September  17,  1S6-4,  a  sou  of  Jacob  M.  and 
Susan  (Bair)  Eeiter,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  both 
being  of  German  descent.  Jacob  M.  Eeiter  is  now  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  life,  and  is  making  his  home  at  Eochester,  Indiana,  having  for  many 
years  followed  the  calling  of  a  merchant.  Y.  S.  Eeiter  was  reared  in  Fulton 
County,  and  received  his  early  scholastic  training  in  the  public  schools,  after 
which  he  took  a  collegiate  course  at  Heidelburg  University,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
graduating  from  the  classical  course  of  that  institution  in  1886.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Eochester  in  1889, 
after  a  searching  examination,  soon  after  which  event  he  was  appointed  City 
Attorney  of  Eochester,  which  position  he  ably  filled  until  October,  1893,  when 
he  resigned  and  removed  to  Hammond.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  G. 
Ibach,  January  1,  1894,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  Ibach  &  Eeiter. 
These  gentlemen  constitute  on  of  the  stongest  legal  firms  of  their  section,  and 
have  all  the  work  they  can  possibly  attend  to  properly.  Their  patronage  is 
constantly  on  the  increase,  for  their  fame  as  legal  lights  has  gone  abroad, 
and  their  success  in  bringing  their  cases  to  a  successful  issue  cannot  but  be 
acknowledged.  They  are  the  local  attorneys  for  G.  H.  Hammond  Packing 
Company,  the  Commercial  Bank,  the  Deming-Colburn  Lumber  Company,  the 
Yal  Blatz  Brewing  Company,  the  Fred  Miller  Brewing  Company,  and  the 
Conrad  Seipp  Brewing  Company;  also  the  State  Attorneys  for  the  Security 
Savings  <fe  Loan  Association,  of  Minneapolis,  for  the  Kingsley  Foundry  Com- 
pany, and  the  Lakeside  Nail  Mill  Company.  Mr.  Eeiter  is  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  and   is  remarkably   well  adapted  for  the  requirements  of  his 
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profession  and  his  strength  lies  in  his  great  fairness  and  liberality,  coupled 
with  a  keen  discernment  of  motives  behind  actions.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
honorable  order  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  politically  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He 
is  unmarried. 


'  •  •  •  < 


WILL   F.  BRIDGE. 

The  success  of  men  in  business  depends  upon  character,  as  well  as  upon 
knowledge,  it  being  a  self-e\adent  proposition  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy. 
Business  demands  confidence,  and  where  that  is  lacking,  business  ends.  The 
city  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  has  ever  been  fortunate  in  its  officials,  and  has 
been  especially  so  in  Will  F.  Bridge,  its  City  Engineer.  This  gentleman  was 
born  in  Delphi,  Indiana,  April  11,  1864,  to  Jacob  and  Emma  (Witherow) 
Bridge,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  the  former  being 
now  a  resident  of  Hammond.  In  the  town  of  his  nativity  Will  F.  Bridge 
was  reared,  and  received  a  portion  of  his  scholastic  training,  finishing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  in  which  he  took  a  special 
course.  An  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  to  learn  civil  engineering,  in 
which,  in  order  to  perfect  himself,  he  took  a  special  course.  He  was  Deputy 
County  Surveyor  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  for  some  time,  but  in  1887  went 
west  and  located  in  Baca  County,  Colorado,  where  in  a  short  time  he  was 
elected  Surveyor,  an  office  he  filled  with  ability,  until  he  returned  to  Ham- 
mond, about  four  years  later.  He  at  once  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city 
of  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  here  was  later  appointed  to  the  position  of  City 
Civil  Engineer,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  is  discharging  at  the  present 
time.  He  is  a  young  man  of  excellent  business  qualifications  and  has  always 
been  possesseed  of  a  praiseworthy  ambition  to  succeed,  and  as  he  has  applied 
himself  with  great  diligence  to  his  calling,  and  has  seized  all  opportunities  for 
informing  himself  thorougly  as  to  minor  detail,  it  is  not  to  be  greatly  won- 
dered at  that  he  has  been  successful.  He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucra- 
tive income,  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  and  is  rich  in  the  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in  a  social  or  business  way.  Soci- 
ally he  is  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Chi  college  fraternity,  and  of  the  K.  of  P. 
He  was  married  in  1885,  Miss  Lillie  F.  Sharrer  becoming  his  wife,  and 
eventually  the  mother  of  his  two  two  children:  Edgar  and  Grace. 
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JOSEPH  G.  IBACH. 

Among  the  well-known  lawyers  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  is  Joseph  G. 
Ibach,  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity,  and  competent  in  his  profession.  To 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  legal  science  he  joins  the  general  culture 
derived  from  a  varied  and  extended  course  of  reading,  and  is  skillful  in  the 
presentation  of  the  most  involved  or  intricate  facts,  forcible  in  his  manner  of 
dealing  with  difficult  and  entangled  subjects.  Accurate  in  his  perceptions  of 
the  true  bearing  of  a  case,  he  takes  an  enviable  position  among  the  more 
prominent  practitioners  of  Hammond.  He  was  born  in  Huntington  County, 
Indiana,  March  15,  1861,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Gonder)  Ibach,  na- 
tives of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German-English  descent. 
Benjamin  Ibach  is  a  lawyer  and  a  resident  of  Huntington,  Indiana.  He  was 
Common  Pleas  Prosecutor  for  several  years-,  and  served  two  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  is  a  well-known  man  of  his  section  and  is  an  able  and  ex- 
perienced attorney,  whose  knowledge  of  his  calling  is  acknowledged  bj'  all. 
Of  three  children  born  to  himself  and  wife,  two  are  living:  Preston,  a  ph3'si- 
cian,  and  Joseph  G.,  who  was  reared  in  Huntington.  The  latter  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place,  graduating  from  the 
High  School  in  1880,  after  which  he  entered  Asbury  University  at  Green- 
castle,  Indiana,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degrees  of  A.B.  and  A.M. 
in  1883.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  De  Pauw  University,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  1885,  after  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Hunt- 
ington, where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  1887,  during  which  time  he 
served  as  deputy  prosecutor  for  that  circuit.  He  then  went  West  and  located 
at  Ness  City,  Kansas,  where  he  practiced  until  1891,  being  in  the  employ  the 
most  of  the  time  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  In  1889  he  was 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  District  Judge,  but  was  defeated.  In  February, 
1891,  he  came  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles 
F.  Griffin,  ex-Secretary  of  State,  which  partnership  lasted  until  January,  1894, 
when  they  dissolved  and  the  firm  has  since  been  Ibach  &  Eeiter.  Mr.  Ibach 
is  a  brilliant  young  lawyer,  and  has  attained  prominence  at  the  bar.  He  is 
the  attorney  for  a  number  of  corporations  and  companies,  and  he  and  his 
partner  are  considered  among  the  ablest  of  the  law  firms  of  their  section. 
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Mr.  Ibach  was  married  in  1885,  to  Miss  Minnie  F.  Friendley,  a  daughter  of 
Judge  Friendley,  of  Madison,  Indiana,  and  to  them  three  children  have  been 
given:  Mary,  Anna,  and  Joseph  G.,  Jr.  Mr.  Ibach  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of 
P.,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


'••••- 


L.   W.   HALL. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF    THE     TUTHILL     SPRING     WORKS    OF    THE    COLUMBIA    SPRING 
COMPANY    OF    HAMMOND,    INDIANA. 

There  are  few  men  who  show  such  fitness  for  their  vocation  in  that  they 
are  wide-awake,  experienced,  reliable  and  energetic  as  L.  W.  Hall,  who  holds 
the  above-mentioned  position.  The  works  of  which  he  is  the  superintendent 
are  one  of  eight  establishments  of  the  kind,  and  are  the  third  largest  owned  by 
the  Columbia  Spring  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  William 
G.  Parks  is  president  and  George  V.  Montgomery,  general  manager.  The  busi- 
ness was  started  in  Hammond  in  March,  1883,  by  Tuthill  Brothers,  who 
owned  it  until  July,  1892,  when  it  was  bought  by  the  Columbia  Spring  Com- 
pany, who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  vehicle  springs,  the 
plant  having  a  capacity  of  10,000  pounds  per  day.  It  was  started  in  Chicago 
on  a  very  small  scale,  originally,  but  ^fter  removing  to  Hammond  they  more 
than  doubled  their  capacity.  The  steel  used  in  the  manufacture  of  their 
goods  is  shipped  from  Pittsburg,  is  prepared  for  use  in  the  works  here,  and  is 
of  the  very  best  quality.  Mr.  Hall,  the  efficient  superintendent  and  promoter 
of  the  success  of  the  enterprise  at  Hammond,  is  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Os- 
wego County,  New  York,  where  he  was  born  December  18,  1858,  his  parents 
being  Lewis  and  Mariette  (Landers)  Hall,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  York 
State.  The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throxighout  life,  and 
died  January  1,  1894.  He  was  the  father  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  public  schools,  but  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  left  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof  and  began  learning  the  black- 
smith's and  carriage-maker's  trade  at  Mexico,  New  York.     After  a  short  time 
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he  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  and  was  with  N.  A.  Newton  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  Tuthill  Brothers,  of  Chicago,  and  was 
also  with  them  three  years  as  foreman  of  their  works.  In  1883  Mr.  Hall 
came  to  Hammond,  where  he  occupied  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  spring 
works  until  July,  1893,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
concern  which  employs,  when  in  full  force,  about  125  men,  and  at  slack  times 
about  fifty  hands.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Hammond,  and 
Mr.  Hall  has  worked  himself  along  to  his  present  position  by  his  own  force 
of  character,  determination,  push  and  energy,  and  his  employers  have  the 
greatest  reason  to  repose  every  confidence  in  him.  He  began  life  as  a  poor 
laboring  boy,  without  means  of  any  kind  to  assist  him,  and  for  this  reason 
may  be  counted  as  a  self-made  man  in  every  respect.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
nice  property  in  Hammond,  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  and  is  looked  up  to 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  tlie  I.  O.  F.  of  America.  He  was  married  in  1883  to 
Miss  Jeanette  Van  Wie,  of  Mohawk,  New  York,  an  intelligent  lady  of  pre- 
possessing manners. 


>  ••• ' 


ALFRED  A.  WINSLOW. 

This  gentleman  is  tlie  ex-editor  of  the  "  Hammond  Daily  Tribune,"  and  was 
born  near  Crown  Point,  Lake  County,  Indiana,  June  20,  1854,  a  son  of  Will- 
iam A.  and  Mary  A.  (Cleveland)  Winslow,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  in  Onondago  County,  New  York,  both 
being  of  English  descent.  They  located  in  Lake  County,  Indiana,  in  1851, 
and  purchased  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  Cedar  Lake,  but  their  respective  deaths 
occurred  in  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  in  1887  and  1888.  Six  of  the  seven 
children  born  to  them  are  still  living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  eldest.  During  his  youthful  days  he  saw  but  few  idle  moments,  for  he 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  was  put  to  such  work  as  was  suited  to  his  age 
and  strength,  but  during  this  time  he  learned  lessons  of  industry,  persever- 
ence  and  economy,  which  were  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  He 
first  received  the  advantages  of  the  country  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  rural 
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home,  after  which  he  completed  his  education  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Nor- 
mal School,  at  Valparaiso.  For  some  time  thereafter  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  Lake  County,  and  later  was  principal  of  the 
Tolleston  graded  school  for  three  years.  To  him  is  due  the  credit  of  having 
organized  the  first  graded  school  of  Hammond,  in  1878,  and  of  which  he  was 
principal  for  about  two  years.  In  the  winter  of  1881  he  purchased  the 
"Weekly  Tribune,"  which  was  then  in  its  infanc}^  having  had  an  existence  of 
about  six  mouths,  and  this  paper  he  very  successfully  conducted  as  editor  and 
proprietor  up  to  August  1,  1893,  when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  give 
up  this  line  of  work.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  established  also  a  daily.  Since 
leasing  his  plant  he  has  gone  into  the  real  estate  business  at  167  Dearborn 
Street,  Chicago.  He  edited  his  papers  in  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  through  their  columns  was  enabled  to  wield  a  wide  influence,  and 
to  mold  public  thought  in  no  ordinary  degree,  for  their  circulation  was  wide, 
and  was  among  the  more  intelligent  and  thoughtful  classes.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  many  conventions.  He  was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  State  central  committee  for  two  years,  and  in  1887-88  he  served  as  city 
treasurer,  but  with  these  exceptions  has  not  been  an  aspirant  for  public  favor. 
For  a  period  of  two  years  he  was  the  efficient  assistant  meat  inspector  at  the 
G.  H.  Hammond  Company's  plant,  and  it  was  conceded  by  all  that  no  better 
man' could  have  been  found  for  the  position,  for  he  was  painstaking  and  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
and  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Winslow  has 
served  as  trustee  and  steward,  and  also  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Dyer,  of  DuPage  County,  Illinois,  took  place  in  1879,  and  in  their  pleasant 
and  comfortable  home  they  extend  a  generous  hospitality  to  their  many 
friends. 


-••••• 
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WILLIAM  H.  PENMAN. 

This  gentleman  affords  in  his  life  and  its  success  another  evidence  that 
industry,  economy  and  integrity  constitute  the  keynote  to  honorable  compe- 
tency. The  blood  of  the  "  canny  Scot"  flows  in  his  veins  and  he  has  inher- 
ited some  of  the  most  worthy  characteristics  of  that  race  of  people — being 
industrious,  frugal  and  honest.  He  was  born  in  Hammondsville,  Ohio,  May 
18,  1858,  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Hunter)  Penman,  natives  of  Scot- 
land, in  which  country  all  their  children  were  born  with  the  exception  of  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Bessie,  who  were  born  on  the  free  soil  of  America.  The  parents 
became  subjects  of  Uncle  Sam  in  1846  and  first  located  in  Pittsburgh,  Peun., 
■where  the  father  was  engaged  for  some  time  as  a  coal  mine  superintendent. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Hammondsville,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  mine  superintendent  for  some  time,  after  which  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh 
and  was  there  called  from  life  in  1862.  His  widow  survived  him  until  Octo- 
ber, 1892.  To  them  a  family  of  nine  children  were  born,  only  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Christina,  wife  of  William  Graver,  President  of  the  Tank  Works; 
Bessie,  wife  of  K.  W.  Purdum,  of  Idaho,  President  of  the  Boise  City  Land 
&  Navigation  Company  of  that  state;  and  William  H.  The  latter  was  only 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  thus  he  was  left 
to  battle  with  life  at  an  early  age,  although  he  was  left  under  the  care  of  a 
wise  and  tender  mother.  As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  he  set  out  to  earn 
his  own  living,  consequently  his  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education 
were  few  and  far  between.  He  left  the  school  room  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
to  earn  his  own  living  and  began  learning  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  during 
which  time  he  received  a  small  compensation.  He  subsequently  began  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  in  the  Standard  Oil  Company's  Machine  Shops,  but  be- 
ing anxious  to  acquire  a  better  education  he  began  attending  night  school  and 
business  college,  continuing  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  during 
which  time  he  acquired  a  practical  education.  In  1878  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Graver,  proprietor  of  the  Tank  Works  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  at  the  end  of  two  weeks  showed  such  an  aptitude  for  the  bus- 
iness and  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  details,  that  he  was  made  su- 
perintendent   of    the    works.       He    was    also    superintendent   of    the   works 
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at  Chicago  and  at  Lima,  Oliio.  In  June,  1888,  he  came  to  East 
Chicago  and  put  up  the  tank  works  o£  which  he  has  since  been  the 
very  efficient  manager.  He  has  from  fifty  to  eighty  men  in  the  shops  and 
altogether  superintends  about  200  men,  by  whom  he  is  respected  and  obeyed. 
In  March,  1893,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  East  Chicago,  and  is 
still  serving  and  was  nominated  by  acclamation  to  the  same  office  in  April, 
1894.  He  served  one  year  as  one  of  the  Town  Trustees  and  one  year  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  but  aside  from  these  positions  has  not  dabbled 
in  politics  to  speak  of.  He  was  the  first  man  to  settle  in  East  Chicago,  in 
which  place  he  built  the  first  house — then  in  a  brush  patch — and  boarded  in 
Hammond  while  this  building  was  being  erected.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  Republican  club,  president  of  the  Guarantee  Savings  &  Loan  Association 
of  Minneapolis,  and  trustee  and  steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  Mr.  Penman  was  married  December  13, 
1883,  to  Miss  Alice  McCoy,  of  Euon  Valley,  Penn.,  and  to  them  two  children 
have  been  given:  Clarence  A.  and  Ethel  E.  Mr.  Penman  as  a  leading  citizen 
of  East  Chicago,  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know  him.  He  has 
worked  his  way  up  from  a  penniless  boy  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a 
comfortable  competency,  and  is  about  to  embark  in  the  tank  and  boiler  bus- 
iness for  himself,  his  career  affording  a  striking  illustration  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  wide  awake  and  enterprising  youth  of  America. 


-••••< 


JAMES  C.  FLETCHER. 

It  was  the  lot  of  James  C.  Fletcher  to  come  into  this  busy  world  at  a 
time  and  under  surroundings  calculated  to  develop  the  best  that  was 
in  him  (December  20,  1864)  and  that  his  life  has  been  a  useful  and  honor- 
able one  cannot  be  denied.  He  has  attained  to  the  honorable  position  of 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  and  this  important  position  is  filled  in  a  most 
admirable  manner.  He  has  made  a  beau  ideal  public  officer  for  he  is  not 
only  faithful,  efficient  and  energetic,  but  he  is  accommodating  and  courte- 
ous to  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  The  energy  and  perseverance 
15 
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of  bis  character  have  nowhere  a  better  field  for  manifestation  than  official 
work,  and  his  impress  on  this  sphere  of  public  duty  will  long  be  felt.  He 
comes  of  a  family  that  has  long  been  known  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
the  members  of  which  have  been  useful  and  progressive  citizens  and  upright 
and  honorable  in  every  worthy  particular.  John  Fletcher,  the  father  of 
James  C,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  at 
any  rate  he  was  reared  there  and  there  wedded  Clara  Thompson  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  five  children:  Isaac,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years;  William  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thinty-two  years;  Albert  B.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty;  Meda  and  James  C,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  with  the  exception  of  James  C,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Starke  County.  In  1860  John  Fletcher  came  with  his  family  to  Starke 
Countv  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Washington  Township,  which 
by  hard  and  presisteut  effort  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a  fine  farm  on 
which  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  early  education  of  James  C  Fletcher  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Starke  County,  and  he  also  took  a  course 
in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana. 

He  devoted  nine  years  of  his  time  to  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
Starke  County,  being  classed  among  the  leading  and  successful  educators  of 
the  county,  devoting  his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1888  he  was 
admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Knox  bar,  and  during  the  next  two  years  he 
spent  in  practicing  law,  handling  real  estate,  insurance  and  teaching,  being 
Deputy  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  his  county  from  November,  1888,  to  No- 
vember, 1890. 

November  4,  1890,  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  a  position  he  still  fills  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  those  concerned,  being  popular  with  the  masses  and  with  his  party  in 
particular",  having  on  the  31st  of  March,  been  unanimously  renominated  for 
a  second  term. 

He  has  always  labored  in  the  interests  of  Democracy,  but  cannot  be  said 
to  be  extremely  radical,  but  somewhat  conservative. 

Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Yellow  Kiver  Lodge  No.  681  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
at  Knox,  in  which  lodge  he  has  held  all  of  the  principal  offices  but  treasurer, 
and  belongs  to  Knox  Lodge  No.  296  of  the  K.  of  P. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Meda 
Z.  Bender,  a  daughter  of  Eobert  H.  Bender,  and  to  them  one  child  has  been 
given:  Marie. 
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On  the  8th  day  of  April,  1878,  Mr.  Fletcher  met  with  a  painful  accident 
-while  handling  a  gun,  by  the  accidental  discharge  thereof,  the  result  being 
the  amputation  of  his  right  hand  just  above  the  wrist. 


JACOB  BOZARTH. 

In  the  midst  of  the  failures  and  disasters  of  life,  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to 
review  the  career  of  a  man  whose  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success,  and 
whose  life  has  been  honorable  in  every  particular  as  has  that  of  Jacob  Bozarth. 
He  is  among  the  self-made  and  practical  business  men  of  Knox,  Indiana,  and 
has  certainly  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  as  he  began  life  with 
nothing  but  a  sturdy  determination  to  succeed  by  industry  and  thrift.  He  is 
now  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  has  found  this  to  be  a  profitable 
and  pleasing  way  of  making  a  living  and  providing  a  competency  for  his  old 
age.  He  comes  of  a  fine  old  family  that  settled  in  this  country  during  colo- 
nial days,  coming  thither  from  France  and  locating  in  Virginia,  where  mem- 
bers of  the  family  took  part  in  a  number  of  the  early  Indian  wars.*  George 
Bozarth,  the  grandfather  of  Jacob  Bozarth,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Fulton 
County,  Indiana,  and  in  that  region  reared  children  as  follows:  Jacob,  Lott, 
Gilbert,  Anna,  and  another  child  whose  name  is  forgotten.  Lott  Bozarth,  the 
father  of  N.  J.  Bozarth,  of  Valparaiso,  was  a  prominent  official  of  Fulton 
County  for  many  years,  and  passed  from  life  in  1854.  Gilbert  is  a  prominent 
resident  of  Kansas,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 
Jacob,  the  father  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  which  State  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  good  education,  and  eventu- 
ally became  a  school  teacher.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth,  he  became  the  father  of 
four  children:  Elizabeth,  Amanda  E.,  Allen  B.,  and  George  G.  After  a  time 
Mr.  Bozarth  removed  with  his  family  to  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and  as  a 
means  of  livelihood  engaged  in  teaching  the  ''young  idea,"  a  calling  he  con- 
tinued to  successfully  follow  for  many  years.  In  1850  he  and  his  family 
became  residents'of  Starke  County,  and  here  he  pursued  his  accustomed  occupa- 
tion.    He  was  the  first  Recorder  of  Starke  County,  and  filled  the  position  with 
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ability  for  four  years.    While  a  resident  of  Fulton  County  his  first  wife  died, 
and  he  afterward  espoused  Mrs.  Charlotte  Short  (widow  of  Wingate  Short), 
whose    maiden    name  was    Charlotte  Warrington,   and  of  this  union  Jacob, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  only  fruit.    In  1856,  Mr.  Bozarth  removed 
to  Nebraska,  but  afterward  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Troy,  Kansas,  where  he 
was  called  from  life  at   the   age   of  seventy  years.     He  was   a   man   of  high 
character,  and  during  his  quiet   and   uneventful  walk  through   life  his  many 
noble  traits  of  character  were  recognized  and   appreciated,  and   consequently 
his  friends  were  legion.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Chuch  for  many 
years,  and  throughout  life   he   supported   the   principles    of  the    Democratic 
party.     Jacob  Bozarth,  his  son,  first  saw  the  light  in  Starke  County,  Indiana, 
February  7,  1852,  on  his  father's   farm,  four  and   a   half   miles  soi^th  of  the 
town  of  Knox.     He  attended  the  common  schools,  in  which  he  acquired  a  suf- 
ficiently good  education  to  enable  him  to  engage    in  teaching  when    quite 
young,  but  he  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  and   followed  that  occupation  when 
not  engaged  in  teaching,  also  operating  a  threshing  machine  for  eight  years. 
On  the  4tli  of  October,  1874,  he  was  united   in   marriage  with   Miss  Phoebe 
Westhaver,  their  uuion  resulting  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Mark  L.,  Ernest 
L.,  Mary  A.,  Daisy  F.     In  1882  Mr.  Bozarth  was  elected  Kecorder  of  Starke 
County,  with  a  good  majority,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  being  honored  by  a 
re-election  with  an   increased  majority  in  1886,  filling  the  position  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.      For  some  time  thereafter  he  was  cashier  of  the  Citizen's 
Bank,  but  in  December,  1883,  he  engaged  in  the  abstract  biisiness,  becoming 
the  possessor  of  the  only  set  of  abstract  books  in  Starke  County.     In  1890  he 
was  elected  Chairman  of  the  County  Democratic  Central   Committee,  but  for 
some  time  past  has  been  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  is  well  known  to 
men  of  capital  throughout  his  section,  as  well  as  to  the  poor  workingman,  who 
is  seeking  a  humble  home  for  himself  and  family.      Mr.  Bozarth  possesses  the 
utmost  integrity  of  character,  and  is  justly  considered  an  authority  on  realty. 
In  social  affairs  Mr.  Bozarth  is  a  member  of  the   Independent   Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  for  four  years  was  treasurer  of  his  lodge. 


>  ••• ' 
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HON.   HARRY  H.  FRANCIS. 

This  gentleman  was  a  citizen  of  Michigan  City,  of  whom  it  can  truthfully 
be  said  the  town  is  better  for  his  having  lived  therein.  He  was  for  fifteen 
years  its  most  vigorous  champion.  He  was  born  in  that  city  February  24, 
1852,  being  the  youngest  son  of  Thompson  W.  and  Esther  Francis.  After 
completing  his  common  school  education  he  entered  Eacine  (Wisconsin)  Col- 
lege in  1869,  and  finished  a  full  collegiate  course,  leaving  that  institution  in 
1873.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  law  school  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  In  1875  Mr.  Francis  removed  to  Indian- 
apolis and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  fairly  successful, 
and  continued  at  his  chosen  profession  until  1878,  when  he  returned  to 
Michigan  City. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Francis  had  written  more  or  less  for  the  press,  and 
his  editorial  inclinations  finally  led  him  into  the  profession  of  journalism. 
In  1879  he  established  the  Michigan  City  "  Dispatch,"  a  weekly  publication, 
championing  the  Democratic  cause,  and  in  the  spring  of  1881  he  began  the 
publication  of  the  "Evening  Dispatch."  Both  journals  were  eminently  success- 
ful from  the  start,  and  it  was  in  journalism  that  Mr.  Francis  found  his  call- 
ing. His  career  as  an  editor  was  a  brilliant  one,  and  made  him  prominent  in 
the  politics  and  journalism  of  the  State.  He  was  president  of  several  edito- 
rial associations,  and  served  his  party  in  various  ways.  His  last  public 
position  was  that  of  State  Senator  from  LaPorte  County,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1888.  In  the  legislature  he  championed  the  interests  of  his  native 
town,  and  a  number  of  State  improvements  made  through  his  advocacy  stand 
as  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

Mr.  Francis  was  as  active  in  social  as  in  business  affairs.  He  belonged 
to  numerous  secret  societies  and  enjoyed  high  honors  at  the  hands  of  one  of 
them.  This  was  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  From  a  subordinate 
position  in  the  local  lodge  he  made  his  way  upward  until  he  enjoyed  the 
honor  of  being  a  Past  Grand  Chancellor  of  the  State,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  he  represented  Indiana  in  the  Supreme  Lodge  of  the  world.  Mr. 
Francis  was  also  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  of  several  other  societies.  He  was  also  a  com- 
municant of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 
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Mr.  Francis  was  unmarried,  and  resided  with  his  aunt  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  September  15,  1891.  He  was  thirty-nine  years  old,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  demise  occupied  the  responsible  position  of  State  Bank 
Examiner.  In  his  death  Michigan  City  lost  its  foremost  friend  and  stanchest 
advocate. 


>  •  ••  < 


JOHN  B.  FAULKNOR. 

Mr.  John  B.  Faulknor,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Michigan  City  "  Dis- 
patcli,"  daily  and  weekly,  was  born  in  LaPorte  County,  July  29,  1864.  His 
early  school  life  was  spent  in  the  LaPorte  schools,  and  he  moved  to  Michigan 
City  with  his  parents  in  1879.  In  1881  Mr.  Faulknor  began  his  editorial 
career  on  the  "Dispatch,"  and  bis  long  years  of  service,  associated  with  the  late 
Hon.  H.  H.  Francis,  well  qualify  him  to  continue  successfully  its  publication. 


>  •••  < 


RICHARD  H.    DODD, 

The  social,  political  and  business  liistory  of  this  section  is  filled  with 
the  deeds  and  doings  of  self-made  men,  and  no  man  in  Porter  County, 
Indiana,  is  more  deserving  the  appellation  than  Mr.  Dodd,  for  he  marked  out 
his  own  career  in  youth  and  has  steadily  followed  it  up  to  the  present,  his 
prosperity  being  attributable  to  his  earnest  and  persistent  endeavor,  as  well  as 
to  the  fact  that  he  always,  consistently,  tried  to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  every  nook  and  corner  of  it  is  kept,  and  the  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  in  which  it  now  is,  has  been  brought  about  by  the  individual 
efforts  of  Mr.  Dodd,  and  the  result  has  been  as  satisfactory  as  though  his  farm 
was  a  much  larger  one.     He  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  his  early  home  was  at 
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the  foot  of  the  Blue  Kidge  mountaius,  in  Amburse  County.  The  family  lived 
there  prior  to  the  Civil  War,  and  Mr.  Dodd's  memory  of  slavery  days  is  quite 
good,  although  he  was  but  a  lad  at  that  time.  He  well  remembers  that  his 
father  was  overseer  of  a  neighboring  plantation,  a  position  he  held  for  four 
years,  but  the  blacks  on  that  particular  plantation  were  humanely  treated,  and 
but  little  trouble  ever  occurred  while  Mr.  Dodd  had  charge  of  it.  In  1836, 
when  Kichai'd  H.  was  about  eight  years  old,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Botetourt  County,  on  the  James  River,  from  which  place  they  moved  to  West 
Virginia  about  two  years  later,  settling  on  the  Kauawa  River,  not  far  from 
the  Ohio.  Here  the  family  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  remained 
four  years.  From  there  they  came  to  Hamilton  County,  Indiana,  but  sis 
years  later  Richard  H.  removed  to  LaPorte  and  from  there  to  Porter  County, 
to  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living.  AVhile  in  Hamilton  County  the  father 
and  mother  both  died,  the  former  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  and  the  latter  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  The  only  grandparent  of  whom  our  subject  has 
any  recollection  is  his  paternal  grandmother,  with  whom  the  family  lived,  for 
several  years,  while  in  Virginia.  In  the  Dodd  family  there  were  six  sons  and 
sis  daughters:  Mary  Jane,  who  married  Joshua  Cummins,  had  two  children; 
Eliza,  who  married  William  Farley,  has  sis  children;  Powhattan  married 
Miranda  Fouch,  and  became  the  father  of  four  children:  Richard  H. ;  John 
married  Phoebe  Bolt,  resides  in  Iowa,  the  father  of  sis  children ;  Addison 
married  M.  J.  Heddy  and  has  eight  children;  William  married  M.  J.  Shields, 
and  had  one  child,  who  is  dead;  Sarah  E.  married  Thomas  Dawson,  and  has 
four  children;  Emily  J.  married  Thomas  Dawson,  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  and  is  now  deceased;  Marinda  married  Henry  Burroughs,  became 
the  mother  of  one  child,  and  is  now  dead;  Aurelia  married  Amisa  Hess, lives 
in  Nebraska,  and  has  sis  children;  and  Joseph  who  married  and  became  the 
father  of  two  children;  Richard  H.  Dodd  was  married  March  21,  1850.  to 
Miss  Anna  Bales,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Jemimah  (Hyatt)  Bales,  in  whose 
family  there  were  seven  children:  Martha,  Anna,  Nathan  W.,  AsaH.,  Asenath, 
Jane  and  Thomas  C.  One  sou  and  one  daughter  died  when  comparatively 
young.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bales  died  in  Kansas,  the  former  in  1888,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  the  latter  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  Quaker  Church,  and  came,  originally,  from  the 
Old  North  State.  To  Mr.  Dodd  and  his  wife  eight  children  have  been  given: 
William,  born  December  30,  1850,  and  died  when  about  twenty  years  old ; 
Nathan,  born  August  28,  1852,  married  Elizabeth  Burgess,  by  whom  he  has 
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four  children:  Elsie,  Cliareuce,  Leslie  and  Blanche,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  the  old  home;  Alfred,  born  September  4,  1854,  was  married  to  Mary 
Kelso,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Mabel  and  Ina,  and  is  a  farmer  of 
South  Dakota;  Asa,  who  married  Catherine  Lowry  and  located  as  a  merchant 
in  Ethan,  South  Dakota.  Six  years  ago  that  section  was  swept  by  a  blizzard, 
and  Mrs.  Dodd  was  so  severely  frozen  that  it  became  necessary  to  amputate 
her  feet;  Lincoln  married  Eliza  Jardine,  who  died,  leaving  him  with  one 
child:  Ethel;  Walter  is  married  to  Callie  Daggy;  Lora  is  living  and  re- 
mains at  home,  and  Eddie,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd  have 
lived  on  their  present  farm  since  1859,  and  have  a  very  pleasant,  commo- 
dious and  comfortable  farm  residence,  which  was  erected  in  1862,  and  which 
is  surrounded  by  an  excellent  orchard.  Mr.  Dodd  is  quite  a  thinker  on  mat- 
ters of  general  interest,  is  a  patron  of  all  enterprises  that  commend  them- 
selves to  his  excellent  judgment,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  had  four  brothers,  and  his  wife  had  three  brothers,  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War. 


'  •  ••  > 


MRS.   MILLER   BAUM. 

This  estimable  lady  has  been  a  resident  of  Porter  County  for  the  greater 
part  of  her  life,  and  is  the  wife  of  Miller  Baum,  who  was  born  in  Eichland 
County,  Ohio,  in  1827,  a  son  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Miller)  Baum.  James 
Baum  went  to  Richland  County,  Indiana,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  located 
twelve  miles  north  of  Mansfield,  near  a  small  place  called  Rome.  Here  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  put  up  a  small  house  and  barn  and  made 
his  home  for  twelve  years.  From  there  he  came  to  Morgan  Prairie,  where  he 
made  a  purchase  of  260  acres  of  land,  on  which  a  log  cabin  had  been  erected, 
and  twenty  acres  cleared.  Both  parents  died  on  this  place,  the  father  April 
6,  1884,  and  the  mother  in  1889  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In  the 
Miller  family  there  were  three  brothers,  two  sisters  and  two  half  brothers,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Polly  Coblen.  Miller 
Baum  was  but  seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  this 
section,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
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John,  who  is  an  extensive  farmer  of  California,  is  married  and  the  father  of 
seven  children:  Jesse  lives  south  of  Valparaiso,  has  been  married  twice,  and 
is  the  father  of  eleven  children ;  Enoch  is  a  farmer  of  Kansas,  is  married,  and 
has  seven  children ;  Lovina  ( Mrs.  William  Weeks)  is  deceased;  Lucinda  (Mrs. 
Joseph  Bushaw)  is  a  resident  of  Boone  Coun1;y,  Iowa,  and  had  nine  children; 
James  W.  lives  on  the  old  home  farm,  is  married,  and  had  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living;  Rebecca  (Mrs.  William  Nickel)  lives  in  Kansas  and  has 
seven  children,  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Simon  Drago,  deceased)  had  five  children. 
Miller  Baum  was  married  to  Caroline  Billings,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Hammer)  Billings,  in  1852.  The  Billings  family  removed  to 
Porter  County,  Indiana,  about  a  year  before  the  Baum  family,  and  Mr.  Bil- 
lings followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  but  taught  the  first  school  ever  held 
in  Morgan  Township.  In  his  family  there  were  six  children,  Mary  Caroline, 
Simon  Hobson,  Lydia  Ann,  Enoch,  John,  Caroline,  the  last  mentioned  and 
Lydia  Ann  being  the  only  survivors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baum  have  been  blessed 
in  the  birth  of  nine  children:  Johanna,  who  died  in  infancy;  Alice,  who 
married  William  Wood  in  1872,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  old  home, 
has  five  sons  and  two  daughters;  Marion  married  to  Katy  Correll,  had  two 
children  by  her,  and  after  her  death  married  Anni^  Smith,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son.  The  father  died  in  1888.  Randolph  died  in  1879.  Laura  married  Mr. 
Alsfesser,  bore  her  husband  one  child,  and  died  in  1893.  Josephine  married 
Benjamin  Elliot,  conductor  on  the  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad;  lives  at 
Fort  Wayne  and  has  three  children:  Minnie,  wife  of  John  Alsfesser,  had  one 
child  and  died  in  1889,  and  John,  who  died  in  1892  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  The  Baums  have  now  lived  in  their  present  home  for  twenty-six 
years.  At  the  time  of  their  purchase  the  land  was  heavily  covered  with  tim- 
ber, but  this  they  cleared  and  improved  by  building  one  of  the  best  brick 
country  residences  in  the  county.  On  the  farm  are  four  good  barns,  besides 
other  necessary  farm  buildings,  and,  in  addition,  perhaps  the  finest  horse  barn 
in  the  county.  The  main  part  of  the  residence  is  30x30  feet,  with  a  wing 
26x30  feet,  and  additions  of  kitchen,  wash-house,  etc.  The  farm  in  all 
respects  is  one  of  the  best  appointed  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  is  tlie- 
result  of  the  unaided  efforts  of  this  worthy  couple.  Their  children  have  all 
left  the  "home  nest,"  but  they  have  under  their  care  two  little  grandchildren 
whom  they  are  rearing.  Their  fine  farm  of  255  acres  keeps  them  in  affluence, 
and  they  are  thoroughly  enjoying  a  serene  old  age.  Mr.  Baum  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  is  a  well-informed  man  on  all  subjects  of  interest. 
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PETER  J.   LINDALL. 

Among  those  of  foreign  birth  who  brought  with  them  to  this  country  the 
sturdy  habits  of  independence,  integrity  and  industry  which  have  ever 
marked  the  native  Swede,  it  is  a  gratification  to  be  able  to  name  Mr.  Lindall, 
whose  fine  farm  of  211  acres  has  been  acquired  through  his  own  efforts,  and 
is  one  of  the  very  best  of  Porter  County.  He  is  possessed  of  those  advanced 
ideas  and  progressive  principles  regarding  agricultural  life  necessary  to  suc- 
cess in  the  calling,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  he  has  conducted  himself  in  an 
honorable  and  upright  manner.  He  was  born  in  Smolaud,  Sweden,  in  1846, 
being  one  of  ten  children  born  to  Bangt  and  Sarah  Lindall,  who  were  among 
the  more  prosperous  farmers  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived,  being 
freeholders,  and  as  such,  not  of  the  large  class  of  tenant  farmers,  of  which 
there  are  many  in  that  country.  The  children  of  the  family  were  as  follows : 
Ingry,  Braty,  Martha,  Anna,  Hannah,  Julia,  Mary,  Nalle,  Peter  J.,  and 
Charley.  Of  these  Ingry,  Mary  and  Peter  J.  came  to  America,  the  latter  in 
1868,  and  the  others  some  years  later.  Both  parents  died  in  the  old  country 
in  1888,  the  former  at  the  age  of  88  years,  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  83. 
At  the  time  of  Peter's  removal  to  this  country,  he  was  not  very  well-to-do 
financially,  for  he  borrowed  the  money  for  his  passage  across  the  ocean,  and 
his  fare  on  the  railroad  from  New  York  City  to  Chesterton,  amounting  to 
about  $60.  On  his  arrival  here,  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  in  chopping  wood, 
and  later  worked  on  a  brick-yard,  at  which  he  received  good  wages.  In  1869 
he  hired  out  to  a  Mr.  Nelson  Barnard  to  do  farm  work,  and  here  he  made  his 
services  so  valuable  and  showed  himself  so  trustworthy,  that  Mr.  Barnard 
would  frequently  trust  him  with  the  management  of  his  large  farming  opera- 
tions while  he  was  away  on  extended  trips  in  the  pursuit  of  business  or 
pleasure.  With  this  gentleman  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  he 
went  to  railroading,  at  which  work  he  remained  about  one  year.  In  the  fall 
he  was  married  to  Anna  Nelson,  daughter  of  John  and  Lena  Nelson,  which 
family  were  of  the  same  nationality  as  Mr.  Lindall,  and  also  from  the  same 
neighborlwod.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  a  family  of  three  children  were 
born:  Emma,  born  August  27,  1872;  John,  born  June  6,  1875;  and  Charles, 
born  November  22,  1877.     In  1881  both  Mrs.  Lindall  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
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Nelson,  died,  but  Mr.  Nelson  still  survives  aud  makes  bis  borne  witb  his  son- 
iu-law,  Ml'.  Lindall.  In  1882  Mr.  Lindall  took  for  bis  second  wife  Mrs. 
Anna  S.  Bowman,  and  to  them  five  children  have  been  born:  William  Sex- 
ton, born  November  5,  1882;  Selma,  born  February  26,  1884;  Living  Lhuter, 
born  April  2,  1886;  Oscar  Levi  Harrison,  born  July  26,  1888;  and  Anna 
Huldah  Esther,  born  December  8,  1891.  Mrs.  Lindall  had  five  children  by 
her  first  husband:  Peter  John,  born  January  5,  1866;  Karl  August,  born 
March  31,  1868;  Gustaf  Lorauce,  born  May  9,  1871;  William,  born  Novem- 
bers, 1873;  and  Samuel  Edward,  born  February  2,  1875.  Mr.  Lindall  has 
been  a  very  successful  business  man,  aud  has  made  various  sales  and  pur- 
chases of  real  estate,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  the  fertile  and  admirably  kept 
farm  above  referred  to,  all  of  which  has  been  acquired  in  a  comparatively 
short  time.  Besides,  he  has  paid  the  passage  of  twelve  persons  from  his 
native  land  to  this  country,  and  has  cleared  up  and  made  tillable  149  acres  of 
timber  land.  He  has  a  neat  and  comfortable  residence,  good  out-buildings  of 
all  kinds,  and  in  looking  over  his  place  one  can  plainly  see  that  a  man  of 
thrift,  energy  aud  enlightened  views  has  control  of  affairs.  He  is  decidedly 
well  informed,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1892  was  elected  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Porter  County,  and  that,  too,  in  a  year  when  it  seemed  to  be  a 
Waterloo  for  every  Republican  aspirant  for  office.  He  is  a  Lutheran  in  his 
religious  belief,  is  secretary  of  that  church  at  Chesterton,  and  when  the  church 
was  built  there  in  1878  was  one  of  the  trustees  aud  a  member  of  the  building 
committee.  He  is  now  forty-eight  years  of  age,  is  a  model  of  health  aud 
strength,  and  to  all  appearances  has  a  long  life  of  usefulness  before  him. 


■  ••• ' 


JOHN   SHULTS. 

The  Shults  family  became  known  in  Indiana  prior  to  the  battle  of  Tip- 
pecanoe, coming  thither  with  a  number  of  neighbors  from  the  Old  North 
State,  Carolina,  locating  in  Washington  County,  where  they  built  a  block- 
house as  a  protection  against  the  Indians.  After  the  above-mentioned  battle 
they  Avere  more  secure  from  the  depredations  of  the  redman,  and  began  to 
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lay  out  and  clear  up  farms  and  build  homes  for  themselves.  Phillip  Shults, 
the  father  of  John,  was  married  in  North  Carolina  to  Elizabeth  Young,  whose 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Germany,  as  were  the  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Shults.  -Mrs.  Shults  had  one  brother,  Jacob  Young,  who  died  in  Washington 
County,  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Shults  had  a  brother,  Christopher,  who  is  supposed 
to  have  located  in  Iowa.  To  Phillip  Shults  and  wife  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born,  all  of  whom  have  passed  "over  the  river,"  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  left  fatherless  when  about  nine 
years  old.  After  that  event  the  widowed  mother  and  her  children  removed 
to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  located  on  an  eighty-acre  tract,  on  which 
they  resided  for  some  five  years.  They  then  removed  to  Clear  Lake,  LaPorte 
County,  and  when  the  sale  of  Government  land  commenced  they  bought 
eighty  acres,  and  on  this  place  Mrs.  Shults  made  her  home  until  kindly  death 
called  her  home  in  1848.  Her  sou,  George,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three; 
Jacob,  at  the  age  of  forty ;  and  her  daughter,  Susan,  at  the  untimely  age  of 
seventeen. 

John  Shults,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Indiana,  September  21,  1816,  and  in  1841  was  married  to  Deborah  Hesser, 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  eight  children:  Augustus,  born  April  11, 
1841;  Eachel,  born  December  1,  1842;  Elizabeth,  born  August  15,1844; 
Mary  L.,  born  January  22,  1849;  Virginia,  born  June  9,  1852;  Deborah  H., 
born  July  7,  1857;  John,  born  July  2,  1859;  and  Cyrus  D.,  born  March  6, 
1863,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  families  of  their  own,  except  John,  who 
died  October  7,  1861.  Mr.  Shults  now  has  twenty-six  grandchildren,  all  of 
whom  live  near  him,  with  the  exception  of  one,  who  lives  in  Mississippi.  Mrs. 
Shults  died  January  3,  1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  and  on  the  25th 
of  December,  187 1,  Mr.  Shults  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Tillie  Williams, 
nee  Brown,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Lucy  Brown,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  1873  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Mrs.  Brown  is  still  living,  and  is 
now  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  Mrs.  Shults  had  two  children  by  her  first  hus- 
band, both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mr.  Shultz  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm  since  1836,  and  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  was 
at  one  period  the  owner  of  1,700  acres,  and  at  the  present  time  owns  about 
900  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  All  this  has  been  reclaimed  from  what 
might  well  be  called  a  wilderness.  The  first  house  in  which  he  lived  here  was 
a  log  structure,  16  x  20  feet,  but  this  has  long  since  given  place  to  a  handsome 
residence,  conveniently  and  comfortably  furnished.     Besides  this,  he  has  built 
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upon  and  improved  six  farms  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  his  children, 
and  two  lots  in  Valparaiso,  which  are  owned  by  a  daughter.  Mr.  Shults  is  in 
eveiy  particular  a  self-made  man,  for  his  start  in  life  was  obtained  by  working 
two  years  for  $300.,  which  he  afterward  wisely  invested.  He  has  always 
been  fertile  in  resource,  ready  to  seize  every  opportunity  for  bettering  his 
financial  condition,  but  has  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  he  has  never 
wronged  a  soul.  Although  he  never  received  over  six  months'  schooling  in 
his  life,  he  is  well  posted  in  all  matters  of  public  interest,  possesses  sound 
judgment  and  thoroughly  practical  common  sense.  Politically,  he  holds  to 
some  of  the  tenets  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  also  to  the  teachings  of  the 
People's  party,  his  conclusions  being  based  on  reason  and  good  sense.  He  is 
a  believer  in  law  and  order,  and  though  not  a  member  of  any  church,  holds 
in  the  highest  regard  the  teachings  of  Christianity.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  now  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  the  American  farmer,  and  although  now  a  little  stooped, 
he  yet  stands  six  feet  two  inches  in  his  stockings.  He  is  a  remarkable  speci- 
men of  well-preserved  manhood,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  of 
hard  work  that  he  has  done.  Mrs.  Shults  is  a  woman  of  marked  intellectual 
ability,  and  is  an  interesting  and  intelligent  conversationalist.  She  was  for 
years  a  public  school  teacher,  and  although  of  quite  diminutive  stature,  her 
marked  personality,  determination  and  keen  intelligence  were  at  once  felt  by 
her  pupils,  and  she  was  deservedly  classed  among  the  leading  educators  of 
her  section.  They  are  a  worthy  and  well-mated  couple,  and  their  hospitable 
home  is  a  favorite  place  of  resort  of  their  numerous  friends. 


MRS.  ELIZABETH   B.   PARSHAL. 

This  worthy  woman  has  been  a  resident  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  for 
half  a  century,  and  although  she  has  attained  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  she  is 
still  in  the  enjoyment  of  fair  health,  is  very  intelligent  and  retains  her  mental 
faculties  to  a  remarkable  degree.  She  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary 
executive  ability,  and  has  ever  been  interested  in  the  welfare  of  her  section 
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and  noted  for  her  kindness  of  heart  and  numerous  noble  impulses.  She  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  resided  there  for  two 
years  thereafter  when  she  was  taken  by  her  parents,  James  and  Maria  (Kauff- 
man)  Bundy,  to  Fayette  County,  Indiana,  where  she  lived  until  she  was  ten 
years  old,  then  moved  with  them  to  Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  coming  to 
Porter  County  about  184:4,  and  in  1845  to  the  farm  of  sixty-four  acres  where  she 
now  lives.  Her  parents  were  married  in  1820  and  she  was  one  of  the  fifteen  chil- 
dren born  to  them:  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Parshal),  Sarah  (single),  Susan  (Huritz), 
James,  Julia  Ann  (Johnson),  Phoebe  (Cross),  Maria  (Billings),  William, 
Catherine  (Baum),  Daniel,  Rebecca  (Keeler),  Mariuda  (Davison),  George, 
and  two  children  that  died  in  infancy.  All  the  living  members  of  this  family 
reside  on  farms  and  are  honest,  industrious  and  law  abiding  people.  The 
paternal  grandfather  Bundy  came  from  New  England  and  his  wife  from  New 
Jersey  and  they  were  for  a  number  of  years  residents  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
after  the  grandfather's  death,  his  widow  and  one  of  her  sons  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  she  made  her  home  until  her  death.  In  1844  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bundy  was  united  in  marriage  with  George  L.  Parshal  and  moved  at  once  into 
her  present  home  from  the  farm  owned  then  by  her  father  but  which  is  now 
the  property  of  Thomas  Wilson.  Mr.  Parshal's  father  and  mother  were  born 
and  reared  in  Seneca  County,  New  York,  aud  there  spent  their  last  days. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  daughter  being 
now  a  resident  of  Racine,  AVisconsin.  In  1842  Georg  L.  Parshal  came  to 
Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  where  he  taught  school  for  two  years,  then  came  to 
Porter  County  and  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter  followed  the  same  oc- 
cupation. He  then  tilled  the  soil  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1880.  To  this  happy  union  three  children  were  born :  George  Halsey,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years,  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  and  Abby,  who  married  Ed  Crumpacker,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  Mrs.  Parshal  has  a  remarkably  clear  recollection  of  her  past  history  and 
she  well  remembers  the  time  when  Indians  were  numerous  throuffbout  this  sec- 
tion  and  she  says  that  they  were  friendly  and  peaceable.  In  the  pioneer  days  of 
the  State  snakes  were  very  numerous  of  the  rattle  aud  black  racer  species, 
and  she  recalls  killing  a  large  rattle  snake  by  pouring  boiling  water  upon  it. 
They  would  harbor  under  the  house  and  would  enter  the  rooms  if  a  window 
or  door  were  left  open.  She  is  now  spending  her  old  age  in  peace  and  comfort 
and  can  look  back  over  life  without  regret  and  forward  to  a  bright  future 
when  it  comes  her  turn  to  pass   "over  the  river." 
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AUGUST  MELIN. 

It  little  matters  of  what  uatiouality  a  man  is  or  what  the  vocation  he  may 
select  as  his  occupation  so  long  as  he  pursues  an  honorable  course  through 
life.  If  he  is  an  honorable,  upright  man,  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with 
his  fellow  men  and  possessed  of  the  average  amount  of  energy  and  business 
sagacity,  he  is  bound  to  make  whatever  he  undertakes  a  financial  success. 
Sweden  has  given  to  this  country  many  of  her  finest  citizens  in  this  respect, 
and  among  them,  in  Lake  County,  August  Melin,  holds  a  prominent  place. 
He  was  born  in  Stockholm,  December  27,  1843,  a  son  of  August  and  Cliristiua 
(Erickson)  Melin,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Stockholm  and  a  suc- 
cessful tiller  of  the  soil.  Of  eleven  children  born  to  them,  the  following  are 
living :  Peter,  who  died  in  Sweden,  leaving  a  family ;  Andrew  of  Sweden ,  Louis 
E.  of  the  United  States;  August,  Anna  (Lorson),  and  Sophia  (Erickson)  of 
the  United  States.  August  Melin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  brought  up 
on  a  farm  and  obtained  a  common  school  education.  In  May,  1868,  he  landed 
in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  one  month  and  was  eight  days  on  the 
journey  from  New  York  to  Chicago.  He  worked  on  a  railroad  for  a  short 
time  after  reaching  this  place,  but  in  the  fall  of  1871  removed  to  Porter,  Indiana, 
and  for  eight  years  worked  in  a  brick-yard  as  a  laborer,  after  which  he  was 
placed  in  charge  as  superintendent.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he  came  to  Hobart 
and  took  charge  of  the  brick-yards  there  owned  by  W.  B.  Owens  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  both  pressed  and  common  brick.  In  the  fall  of 
1887  he  purchased  the  brick-yards  of  which  he  is  now  superintendent,  his 
plant  having  a  capacity  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand.  In  the  fall  of 
1891  he  sold  out  to  St.  Louis  parties,  who  have  introduced  and  made  practical 
use  of  new  and  improved  machinery  and  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  all 
kinds  from  common  to  the  handsomest  ornamental  brick.  Mr.  Melin  is 
superintendent  of  these  works  and  as  he  has  been  in  the  business  since  1871, 
he  may  be  said  to  thoroughly  understand  its  every  detail.  He  is  one  of  the 
incorporators  and  stockholders  of  the  Whippletree  Factory  and  besides  this 
owns  a  good  farm  of  45  acres  and  stock  in  a  brick-yard  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
Melin  has  been  married  twice,  first  to  Eleanor  Peterson,  a  native  of  Sweden 
and  a  daughter  of  Peter  Peterson,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  died 
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in  Swedeu.  This  uniou  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children :  Leonard  August 
and  Beder.  His  second  wife,  Anna  Lawson,  was  also  born  in  Sweden,  and 
by  her  he  has  one  child:  Blanche.  Mr.  Melin  is  a  Eepublican  in  politics  and 
he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


>  •  •  •  < 


LOUIS  WETTENGEL. 

In  scanning  the  lives  and  careers  of  the  citizens  of  Lake  County,  Indiana, 
it  is  pleasant  to  note  the  exercise  of  enterprise  in  every  walk  of  life,  and  the 
achievements  of  success  in  every  department  of  business.  The  career  of 
Louis  Wettengel,  as  a  business  man,  has  been  an  active  and  successful  one,  and 
the  intelligence  and  ability  shown  in  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and  the  in- 
terest he  has  always  taken  in  the  advancement  of  measures  for  the  good  of  Lake 
County,  has  caused  him  long  since  to  be  classed  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  section.  He  was  born  in  Asch,  County  of  Eger,  Bohemia,  Austria,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1827,  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Scidel)  Wettengel,  and 
grandson  of  Christopher  Wettengel,  the  birth  of  the  latter  occurring  in  the 
Town  of  Selb,  County  of  Bayreuth,  Bavaria,  where  he  lived  and  died,  a  house 
carpenter  and  builder.  He  reared  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  the 
former,  George,  becoming  an  architect  and  builder.  The  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Selb,  Bavaria,  and  was  a  dealer  in  coal,  lum- 
ber and  iron.  He  finally  located  in  Asch,  Bohemia,  in  1823  and  in  1852 
came  with  his  wife  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died  in  1869,  and  his  wife  in  October,  1871.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  that  faith  reared  their  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Charles,  who  died  in  Pittsburg;  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  Pittsburgh;  Louis;  Justina,  (Kueuzel)  died  in  West  Virginia;  Charles 
W.,  resides  in  Macomb,  Illinois;  Margaret,  (Vierheller)  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
Lena,  (Neidel)  of  Pittsburgh.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in 
Asch,  Bohemia,  February  18,  1798,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Johann  Scidel, 
who  was  a  linen  weaver  by  occupation.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  Town  of  Asch,  a  manufacturing  place  of  about  10,000  in- 
habitants, and  after  learning  a  trade  he,  in  May,  1845,  immigrated  to  the  United 
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States,  and  landed  in  the  City  of  New  York,  after  a  voyage  of  forty -two  days. 
In  September,  1845,  he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  and  his  first  three  days'  work 
was  with  a  gang  of  negroes,  in  a  smoke-house,  at  seventy-five  cents  per  day. 
He  then  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  in  the  good  old 
Democratic  times,  at  $3.00  per  month  and  board,  where  he  remained  until 
July,  1846,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  as  gardener,  for  Bishop  George 
Upfold.  He  then  began  making  the  woodwork  of  plows,  which  occupation  he 
continued  to  follow  until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Huron  County,  Ohio.  In 
September  of  that  year,  he  went  to  Chicago,  but  was  greatly  troubled  with 
ague  for  a  time.  In  the  spring  of  1851,  he  began  working  in  a  saloon,  but  in 
1853,  returned  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  remained  one  year,  as  one  of  the 
bosses  employed  in  the  Sheffield  Steel  and  Iron  Works.  At  the  end  of  that 
iime,  he  returned  to  Chicago,  and  clerked  in  a  drug  store  until  the  death  of 
his  employer,  from  cholera,  in  the  fall  of  1854,  after  -which  he  kept  a  saloon 
until  1860,  in  that  place.  He  then  came  to  Hobart,  Indiana,  and  carried  on  a 
like  business  for  awhile,  but  in  the  meantime,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  he  was 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  capacity,  he  served  two  terms.  In 
the  year  1868,  he  established  a  bleachery  of  bees  wax,  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  States,  but  in  1872,  August  29,  lightning  struck  the  buildings 
and  everything  was  lost  and  consumed  by  fire;  there  was  no  insurance,  and 
therefore  no  means  to  rebuild  and  resume  the  same  business  again.  There- 
after he  went  into  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  for  several  years.  In 
1872,  he  made  an  independent  race  for  Sheriff,  and  has  since  been  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Recorder  and  Clerk.  In  the  special  session,  1872,  and  regu- 
lar session,  1873,  he  was  door-keeper  in  the  Indiana  Senate,  in  which  position 
he  was  placed  by  his  numerous  Republican  friends,  and  the  principles  of  that 
party  have  always  found  in  him  a  hearty  supporter.  Mr.  Wettengel  has  been 
a  Notary  Public  continuous  for  the  last  twenty-four  years.  After  giving  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law  for  some  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in 
Lake  and  Porter  Counties,  Indiana.  He  was  married  April  20,  1863  to  Miss 
Emeline  Shearrer,  who  was  born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  and  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Ream)  Shearrer,  who  were  natives  of  Starke 
County,  Ohio,  and  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  the  former 
being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Kosciusko  County,  and 
later  of  Lake  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Wettengel's  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wettengel,  a  family  of  ten 
children  have  been  given,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  Emma,  wife  of  Herman 
Tabbert;  George,  Louis,  Jr.,  Lena,  Norma,  Olga,  Wanda  and  Elsa. 
16 
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DEXTER  BUCK. 

A  prosperous  and  wide-awake  man  of  affairs,  was  born  in  Becket, 
Massachusetts,  September  1,  1835,  and  was  but  two  years  old  at  the  time  his 
parents  moved  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  purchased  his  time 
of  his  father,  and  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  civil  engineering. 
He  began  his  first  labor  on  one  of  the  land  grant  roads  of  that  State,  in 
the  spring  of  1855,  and  remained  thus  employed  until  1861,  being  located 
in  Iowa,  on  the  Dubuque,  Union  &  Western  A.  A.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  enlist  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  B,  First 
Cavalry  Regiment,  and  was  in  the  service  two  years,  when  he  received  a 
severe  injury  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  army,  the  most  of  his  service 
having  been  performed  in  Missouri,  looking  after  Quantrell.  In  1863  be 
pursued  the  study  of  law  for  a  time,  but  this  stirring  period  was  not  con- 
ducive to  study,  and  as  his  brother  James  was  in  the  service,  he  spent  much 
time  in  his  vicinity,  and  conducted  a  bakery  and  furnished  supplies  to  soldiers, 
at  Union  City,  Tennessee.  Just  prior  to  the  close  of  the  War,  he  worked  his 
way  to  Nashville,  and  was  there  induced  to  go  to  Alexandria,  and  open  a  sut- 
tler's  store,  which  he  did  in  a  small  way.  During  the  eighteen  months  that 
he  remained  there,  after  the  war  closed,  he  cleared  $7,000.  After  selling  out, 
he  married  Miss  Patty  E.  Cartwright,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cartwright  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  who  was  a  prominent  merchant.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buck  the  following  children  were  born:  Ines  (Hatch),  born  September 
2,  1868;  Marion,  Dexter  Alvin,  resides  in  California;  Edith,  and  James 
Cartwright.  After  selling  out,  at  Alexandria,  Mr.  Buck  returned  and  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead,  which  he  held  for  a  year,  then  sold  it  to  his  father 
for  $10,500,  and  removed  to  Sedalia,  Missouri,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business.  In  1870,  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  took  the  agency  for  a  sew- 
ing machine,  a  business  which  he  conducted  with  signal  success,  for  twelve 
years,  building  up  an  immense  business.  After  selling  out  to  the  manufact- 
urers, he  became  business  manager  for  the  company,  ami  so  remained  until 
1878,  when  he  returned  to  LaPorte,  to  care  for  his  aged  parents.     He  has 
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been  succeBsful  in  his  business  ventures,  and  is  a  man  of  much  discernment, 
and  natural  intelligence.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  socially,  is  a 
Mason,  having  taken  four  degrees  in  this  order. 


-••••. 


JAMES  DRUMMOND. 

(DECEASED.) 

There  is  no  inheritance  so  rich  as  the  records  of  the  worthy  lives  of 
those  who  have  departed  this  life  and  who  had  human  frailties,  yet  were  so 
enabled  to  overcome  them  as  to  lead  lives  of  usefulness,  integrity  and  true 
godliness.  Such  a  man  was  James  Drummond,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
LaPorte  County,  and  this  sketch  is  a  tribute  paid  to  his  many  virtues  and 
to  the  lessons  which,  as  a  father,  he  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  children 
by  the  example  of  a  noble  and  honorable  life,  which,  although  it  was  fraught 
with  hard  labor  and  patient  industry,  was  a  model  to  his  descendants  of  the 
sterling  qualities  that  characterized  a  man  who  lived  nearer  to  nature  in  its 
purity  than  to  the  artifices  of  society.  James  Drummond,  eighty-three  years 
of  age,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  the  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (GrifBth) 
Drummond,  and  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Indiana,  August  9,  1810,  of 
Scotch-Welsh  descent.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited,  confined  to 
the  primitive  log  school  house  of  pioneer  days,  and,  although  he  started  out 
life  poor,  he  was  rich  in  integrity,  industry  and  resolution.  From  the  time  he 
reached  that  period  of  life  when  his  physical  strength  was  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  wield  the  implements  of  husbandry,  he  began  to  contribute  to  the 
earning  of  his  own  bread.  During  his  whole  life  he  worked  hard,  and  what 
he  accumulated  was  the  result  of  many  years  of  hard  manual  labor.  Although 
he  had  but  $400  and  a  little  personal  property  when  commencing  life,  by  his 
sturdy  worth  and  industry,  he  accumulated  a  handsome  property  and  dispensed 
lavish  hospitality  from  a  beautiful  home.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  he  furnished  his  horse  and  equipments,  enlisted  in  the  Mounted 
Guards,  and  served  one  year,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of 
the  campaign.  The  Government,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  granted 
him  a  pension  in  recognition  of  his  services  in  that  trying  time.     After  the 
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war  he  engaged  for  a  time  in  trade  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  trans- 
porting produce  from  Indiana  towns  to  New  Orleans,  and  bringing  return 
cargoes  of  goods  from  the  southern  metropolis.  On  the  9th  of  March,  1834, 
he  married  to  Miss  Amy  J.  Bowell,  and  one  year  later  they  removed  to 
Kolling  Prairie,  LaPorte  County,  and  there  resided  until  Mr.  Drummond's 
death.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Annie  E.,  wife  of  the  late  T. 
J.  Foster;  Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Jessie  Oglesby,  a  farmer  of  Willis  township, 
this  county,  and  Marietta,  wife  of  George  W.  Roe,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 
Mr.  Drummond  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  after  settling  in  this 
county,  and  became  well  known  all  over  this  and  many  adjoining  counties  for 
his  good  deeds.  He  was  always  a  public  spirited  man,  being  especially  in- 
terested in  promoting  the  establishment  of  public  schools.  It  is  now  known 
that  he  was  the  individual  support  of  the  earlier  schools,  during  times  when 
others  could  not  contribute.  Mr.  Drummond  was  a  prominent  Democrat,  and 
served  as  County  Commissioner  for  several  terms,  as  well  as  being  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Equalization  for  a  number  of  years,  and  a  United  States  Court 
Grand  Juror  at  Indianapolis  twice.  He  was  a  man  so  honored  and  respected 
that  he  might  have  held  almost  any  position  within  the  gift  of  the  people  who 
knew  him,  but  he  had  no  political  ambition,  and  always  firmly  refused  office, 
save  in  a  few  minor  cases,  where  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  serve  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  In  time  of  trouble  he  was  the  adviser  of  many,  who  always 
went  to  him  for  counsel.  He  lived  an  upright,  honorable  life,  and  he  and  his 
whole  family  were  members  of  the  Christian  church.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  of  the  life  of  the  man  who  has  only  "gone  before."  He  was  a  Christian 
gentleman  in  the  most  complete  sense  of  the  phrase,  and  was  one  of  those 
persons  who  must  be  thoroughly  known  to  be  appreciated,  being  quiet  and 
unassuming.  His  home  life  was  beautiful  and  the  oneness  of  feeling 
existing  between  him  and  his  wife  was  of  the  most  marked  and  lovely  char- 
acter. He  was  very  social  and  genial  and  had  not  an  enemy.  Long  will  his 
memory  be  cherished, 

"  He  has  done  the  work  of  a  true  man; 
Crown  him,  honor  him,  love  him ; 
Weep  over  him  tears  of  woman ; 
Stoop  manliest  brows  above  him." 
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WILLIAM  BOND. 

When  William  Penn  founded  the  Quaker  sect  in  Pennsylvania,  the  code 
was  brief  and  simple.  Men  of  all  races  and  all  religions  were  declared  to  be 
equal  before  the  law.  No  superiority  was  conceded  to  rank  or  title,  to  wealth 
or  royal  birth.  The  history  of  Quakers,  or  Society  of  Friends  in  America,  is 
one  of  special  interest  and  pleasure.  It  is  a  narrative  that  recounts  the  vic- 
tories of  peace  and  the  triumph  of  the  nobler  virtues  over  violence  and  wrong. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  history  of  any  other  sect  in  the  world  is  touched 
with  so  many  traits  of  innocence  or  truth.  When  the  nation  grows  mercenary 
and  the  times  seem  full  of  fraud,  the  annals  of  the  Quakers  may  well  be  re- 
cited as  a  perpetual  protest  against  the  seeming  success  of  evil.  William  Bond, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  and  one  of  the  first 
representatives  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  this  region,  came  originally  from 
North  Carolina,  his  birth  occurring  at  Moravian,  November  16,  1771.  He 
was  of  English-Irish  descent,  and  the  son  of  Edward  and  Ann  (Mills)  Bond. 
His  grandmother,  Martha  Rogers,  was  a  cousin  of  John  Rogers,  the  martyr. 
William  Bond  moved  to  Michigan  in  the  year  1831,  and  settled  at  Schoolcraft, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  remained  until  the  following  year.  He  then  re- 
moved to  LaPorte  County  and  settled  near  the  town  of  LaPorte,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Charlotte  Hugh,  and  both  died  in 
LaPorte  County,  the  former  September  19,  1838,  and  the  latter  December  25, 
1852.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Mary,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Jesse, 
Charlotte,  William,  John  and  Ira.  William  Bond  organized  the  Society  of 
Friends  at  LaPorte,  and  furnished  the  grounds  for  the  church  and  cemetery. 
His  son,  Jesse  Bond,  was  born  in  Moravian,  North  Carolina,  February  14, 
1808,  and  died  March  16,  1882,  at  his  residence  in  LaPorte,  Indiana.  He 
married  Mary  Vore,  April  4,  1822;  Lydia,  born  January  21,  1823,  married 
Anslem  Jones  and  died  at  LaPorte,  August  31,  1852;  Sarah,  born  March  11, 
1824,  resided  at  Middlefork,  Indiana.  The  two  surviving  daughters  reside 
on  the  old  homestead  in  single  blessedness.  Jesse  Bond  was  a  farmer,  and 
after  his  father's  death,  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead.     All  the  children 
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took  charge  of  the  farm  together.  In  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits, 
Jesse  conducted  a  large  and  profitable  nursery  business.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Hecksite  Friends,  and  a  man  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 


>  •  ••  < 


FREDERIC  BAUMGARDNER. 

(deceased.) 
The  life  narrative  of  the  head  of  a  family  is  interesting,  not  only  to  his 
posterity,  but  also  to  the  citiaens  of  the  section  in  which  he  has  resided,  and 
this  truth  is  doubly  true  when  such  a  man  has  established  for  himself  and  his 
children  a  reputation  for  integrity,  character  and  ability,  and  has  been  of 
value  in  developing  that  portion  of  the  country  which  was  his  home.  Such 
a  narrative  do  we  have  in  this  sketch  of  Frederic  Baumgardner,  who  was 
born  in  the  Canton  of  Berne,  City  of  Bienne,  Switzerland,  August  28,  1810. 
He  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  decorator,  paper  hanger,  etc.,  until  the  spring 
of  the  following  year.  He  then  removed  to  Chicago  by  the  lake  route  in 
1838,  remaining  there  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to  LaPorte,  Indiana, 
and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  in  Decem- 
ber, 1892.  While  a  resident  of  La  Porte  he  worked  at  his  trade  very  in- 
dustriously and  became  the  owner  of  a  handsome  competence.  In  the  month 
of  October,  1873,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Cole,  nee  Quick,  a  native  of 
Seneca  County,  New  York.  Two  children  were  the  fruits  of  Mrs.  Baum- 
gardner's  first  union,  Emily,  who  married  William  H.  Parker,  and  resides  at 
home  with  her  mother.  She  is  a  widow,  Mr.  Parker  having  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893.  The  latter  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  War,  serving  first 
in  a  Michigan  regiment  and  later  in  an  Indiana  regiment.  He  left  two  chil- 
dren: Harry  N.,  who  is  at  home  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Express 
Company,  and  a  daughter.  Mr.  Parker  served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Indiana,  and  was  mustered  out  as  sergeant,  August  5,  1865.  In  his 
social  relations  Mr.  Baumgardner  was  a  Mason,  and  politically  a  Republican, 
affiliating  with  that  party  from  its  birth.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  a 
child,  and  while  still  quite  young  he  was  bound  out  to  a  painter  who  treated 
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him  very  cruelly.  Young  Baumgardner  appealed  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
for  assistance,  and  with  his  aid  came  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  He 
was  born  with  an  hereditary  appetite  for  liquor  and  his  life  was  a  constant 
struggle  to  withstand  the  temptation.  Early  in  life  he  decided  that  his 
only  hope  of  amounting  to  anything  was  to  escape  from  the  associa- 
tions of  his  childhood.  At  one  time,  while  in  Chicago,  he  had  occasion  to 
pass  where  the  walks  were  sprinkled  with  beer.  He  resisted  the  almost  un- 
controllable temptation  to  enter  the  saloon  and  left  the  vicinity  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  was  a  Republican  from  the  organization  of  that  party,  but 
was  also  an  ardent  practical  prohibitionist. 


>  ••  • ' 


WILLIAM  A.  HALL. 

A  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  resides  and  a  sou  of  a  family 
whose  history  was  identified  with  the  State  in  days  of  earlier  and  simpler  style 
of  living,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  possessed  of  a  fine  farm  in  Scipio  township, 
where  he  is  known  as  a  prominent  agriculturist  and  stock  dealer.  He  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  March  2,  1843,  and  there  gtew  to  mature  years, 
learning  lessons  of  industry  and  frugality  which  were  his  stepping  stones  to 
success  in  later  years.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Catherine  Hall,  early 
pioneers,  and  much  respected  citizens  of  the  county.  His  father  died  March 
19,  1875;  his  mother  five  years  later,  June  19,  1880.  Our  subject  received 
his  scholastic  training  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  in  the  Valparaiso  Nor- 
mal. Returning  to  the  old  homestead  he  took  charge  of  it  and  has  met  with 
a  fair  degree  of  success  in  all  his  ventures.  In  December,  1865,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  Lowery,  a  native  of  Shelbyville,  Indiana,  who  removed 
to  Rolling  Prairie,  this  county,  with  her  mother,  after  the  death  of  the  father, 
Samuel  Lowery.  Mrs.  Lowery  died  in  Rolling  Prairie,  August  21,  1890. 
John  Lowery,  Mrs.  Hall's  brother,  resides  in  Pleasant  township,  this  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  been  born  two  children :  Luetta,  born  May  13, 
1867,  married  Algernon  Orr,  April  13,  1887,  a  grandson  of  Gen.  Orr,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead ;  and  Blanche  Allen,  born  May  24,  1881,  a  bright 
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little  girl,  is  in  school  at  La  Porte.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  He  has  engaged  exten- 
sively in  stock  raising  and  keeps  about  twenty-five  head  of  horses  on  his 
place.  Mr.  Hall's  brother,  Albert  S.  Hall,  died  in  LaPorte,  December  13, 
1892,  and  this  event  was  the  occasion  of  universal  sorrow,  for  he  was  well 
and  favorably  known  all  over  the  county.  He  was  born  at  Round  Grove, 
LaPorte  County,  September  19,  1840,  and  the  cause  of  his  death  was  typhoid 
fever,  complicated  with  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels,  with  which  he  was  ill  but 
three  weeks.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Rog- 
ers, to  whom  he  was  united  March  9,  1863,  and  his  second.  Miss  Mattie 
J.  Gish,  to  whom  he  was  married  October  24,  1878.  Four  children  were 
the  issue  of  the  first  marriage,  two  of  whom  are  living,  and  three  of  the 
second  marriage,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Hall  was  extensively  engaged 
in  farming,  mercantile  and  financial  pursuits,  during  his  life,  and  was  a  suc- 
cessful and  respected  business  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs.  In  his  death  La  Porte  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  two  sisters,  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Rogers,  living  in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Simmons,  at  Door 
Village,  Indiana. 


-•••••- 


A.  L.  HART. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Hart,  who  has  soably  and  efficiently  officiated  as  Commissioner 
of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  for  two  terms,  and  whose  bravery  and  endur- 
ance upon  the  battlefield  and  on  the  march  is  well  known,  was  born  in  Ash- 
tabula County,  Ohio,  in  the  thriving  village  of  Conneaut,  December  29, 
1845.  He  is  a  son  of  George  L.  and  Urvilla  (Evarts)  Hart,  the  former  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  the  Empire  State.  The  parents  re- 
moved to  LaPorte  County  in  1856  and  made  their  home  in  Michigan  Town- 
ship. Of  the  five  children  born  to  their  marriage,  four  are  now  living: 
Albert,  resides  in  Horton,  Kan.,  Ellen  the  third  died  at  Hebron,  Neb.;  Rose, 
married  W.  D.  Galbraith  and  makes  her  home  in  Hebron,  Neb.,  her  husband 
being  Mayor  of  that  city ;  and   Edward  W.   who  resides  in   Nuckols  County, 
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Neb.  Our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  of  this  family,  received  hie  early  edu- 
cation in  Evanston,  111.,  whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  five  years 
of  age,  and  later  he  attended  the  district  and  city  schools  of  Michigan  Town- 
ship. On  the  3d  of  February,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Ind. 
Vol.  Inft.,  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  was  with  the  regiment  during 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  wounded  at  Atlanta,  August  20, 1864,  and  was 
mustered  out  May  25,  1865.  Returning  to  LaPorte  County  he  followed  the 
carpenter  and  joiner  trade  several  years  and  in  1871  purchased  the  farm  he 
now  occupies,  consisting  of  120  acres.  This  is  an  excellent  tract  of  land  and 
as  a  stock  raiser  Mr.  Hart  has  a  wide-spread  reputation.  All  worthy  enterprises 
have  found  in  him  a  liberal  supporter  and  an  intelligent  and  practical  adviser. 
Mr.  Hart's  happy  domestic  life  began  in  1875  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Cooney,  a  native  of  Michigan  Township,  this  county,  and  daughter  of 
Patrick  Cooney  who  has  resided  in  Michigan  City  since  1855.  Three  sons  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Francis  L.,  born  October  3,  1876;  George  P.,  born 
April  8,  1879,  and  Charley  E.,  born  November  8,  1887.  The  eldest  is  in  bus- 
iness college  and  the  second  is  in  the  high  school  in  Michigan  City.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a  zealous  upholder  of  the  policy  and  project  of 
his  party.  In  1888  he  was  elected  Commissioner  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  four  years 
and  is  a  man  who  has  won  many  warm  friends.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R. 


'  •  •  •  ' 


L.  S.  FITCH. 

L.  S.  Fitch,  proprietor  of  the  Oakwood  Stock  Farm,  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  in  the  county,  is  a  native  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  and  one 
of  her  oldest  sons.  He  fii'st  saw  the  light  December  24,  1839,  in  the  old  log 
house  which  originally  adorned  the  old  homestead,  and  is  a  son  of  Lemuel 
and  Sally  ( Hatch )  Fitch,  both  natives  of  Madison  County,  New  York,  the  for- 
mer born  April  2, 1805,  and  the  latter  February  1, 1804.  Lemuel  Fitch  was  thor- 
oughly educated  in  the  schools  of  Hamilton,  Madison  County,  New  York,  and 
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for  some  time  was  engaged  in  school  teaching.  On  the  10th  of  December, 
1834,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Hatch,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Bathia 
Hatch  of  the  same  county.  The  Fitches  and  Hatches  were  near  neighbors 
and  were  numbered  among  the  most  influential  families  of  Madison  County. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  started  for  the  west,  traveling 
by  canal  to  Buffalo,  by  the  lakes  to  Detroit  and  by  stage  to  Springfield  Town- 
ship, about  five  miles  north  of  LaPorte  which  was  then  in  its  infancy.  Pur- 
chasing a  farm  of  120  acres  Mr.  Fitch  entered  actively  on  his  career  as  a  pio- 
neer. Having  secured  a  home  he  next  set  to  work  to  secure  the  means  of  ed- 
ucation for  the  incoming  settlers.  By  his  efforts  the  first  log  schoolhouse 
was  secured  about  a  half  mile  from  the  Fitch  homestead,  and  as  instructors 
were  scarce  Mr.  Fitch  was  obliged  to  teach  the  first  school  in  that  building 
and  in  the  township.  He  also  served  as  Trustee  of  the  school  and  Assessor 
of  Springfield  Township  for  many  years.  Mr.  Fitch  was  a  good  citizen  and 
did  much  to  develop  and  improve  the  county.  Both  he  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church  at  LaPorte.  Mr.  Fitch  died  in  1856  but  his  wid- 
ow is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  Her  memory  is  still 
good,  as  is  also  her  health,  and  she  has  a  fair  promise  of  completing  the 
century.  L.  S.  Fitch,  our  subject,  was  the  only  issue  of  this  marriage. 
He  was  reared  amid  the  wilds  of  LaPorte  County  and  in  addition  to  a 
fair  education  received  in  the  district  school,  he  attended  school  at  South 
Bend  and  for  two  years  was  in  Knox  College,  Illinois.  After  that  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  and  has  remained  on  it  ever  since.  He  was 
married  December  11,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  Edson,  daughter  of  James  D. 
Edson,  who  settled  in  Michigan  in  1833,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Missouri  where  his  death  occurred.  Mr.  Fitch  is  a  member  of  the  Door 
Prairie  Live  Stock  Association,  organized  in  1873,  consisting  originally  of 
thirty  members,  but  now  reduced  to  Messrs.  McClellen,  Keith  and  Fitch. 
They  import  very  extensively,  some  years  reaching  §50,000.  Mr.  Fitch 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Society 
and  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  same.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  that 
organization.  In  1876  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Oakwood  Station. 
Politically  Mr.  Fitch  is  a  Republican  and  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  In- 
diana State  Grange,  being  a  member  of  the  executive  committee.  He  also 
affiliates  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  The  Oakwood  Stock  Farm  consists  of 
285  acres  of  highly  improved  land.  Usually  there  are  thirty-five  fine  horses 
kept  on  the  place.     Oakwood  is  situated  on  the  L.  E.  <fe  W.  Road  and  is  a  very 
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fine  location.  The  postoflSce  was  secured  in  1876  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Fitch 
•who  also  secured  the  convenience  of  a  station  at  that  place.  Mr.  Fitch  is  a 
progressive  farmer  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  Farmer's  Institutes.  He  reads 
many  periodicals  devoted  to  farming  and  puts  in  practice  what  he  reads. 
When  he  got  his  mail  at  LaPorte  he  took  more  papers  than  any  other  man  at 
that  place,  being  a  very  extensive  reader.  On  his  fine  farm  he  has  a  barn 
112x62  feet,  and  has,  aside  from  his  blooded  horses,  about  twenty  head  of 
fine  grade  Jersey  cattle. 


i  •••  < 


GEORGE  F.  SEYMOUR. 

"  Though  man  a  thinking  being  is  defined, 

Few  use  the  grand  prerogative  of  mind; 

How  few  think  justly  of  the  thinking  few; 

How  many  never  think  who  think  they  do." 

— Taylor. 

George  F.  Seymour,  though  young  in  years,  has  worthily  succeeded  to 
the  name  and  place  his  fathers  bore  before  him. 

Insurance  is  a  great  study,  certain  to  be  accounted  among  the  professions, 
and  this  Mr.  Seymour  has  known  since  his  boyhood,  with  the  same  integrity 
and  respect  that  marked  the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors.  The  family  was  an 
illustrious  one. 

Descended  from  Edward  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerset,  brother  to  Lady 
Jane,  one  of  the  unhappy  wives  of  Henry  the  VIII.,  the  family  has  carried  its 
name  unstained  through  centuries. 

George  S.  Seymour,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Connect- 
icut, January  15,  1823,  dying  in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  August  14,  1893.  He 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  working  at  his  trade  until  his  majority.  Then 
he  came  west  by  the  slow  stages  with  which  travelers  were  conveyed  in  those 
days.  In  the  spring  of  1845  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Gilbert 
Hathaway,  of  LaPorte.  The  following  year  he  removed  to  Chicago,  assist- 
ing in  taking  the  census  of  that  place,  then  a  city  of  about  14,000  inhabitants. 
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Being  called  to  fill  a  position  as  clerk  of  the  Commissioners  Court,  he 
devoted  himself  to  that  duty,  and  then  spent  a  year  studying  law  with  Judge 
Skinner.  In  1850  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Cummings 
Webster,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  great  statesman,  of  Plymouth,  New 
Hampshire.  They  made  their  home  in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  Mr.  Seymour 
devoting  himself  to  law,  though  later  in  life  he  took  up  insurance,  loans  and 
real  estate,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else.  Seven  children  were  the  issue  of  the 
marriage,  two  dying  in  infancy,  Emma  Florence,  wife  of  George  B.  H.  Griffin, 
lives  in  Boston;  Arthur  Webster,  living  in  Seattle,  Washington,  at  present, 
formerly  in  the  furniture  business,  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan ;  George  Fred- 
rick Walter  Webster,  with  the  American  Iron  Bridge  Company,  of  Chicago; 
and  Paul  Henry,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  Lake  Forest  University.  The 
last  two  were  graduated,  with  honors,  at  Ann  Arbor,  the  latter  taking  post- 
graduate course  in  Chemistry. 

The  father  served  one  term  as  City  Clerk,  of  LaPorte,  and  was  for  many 
years  an  active  and  prominent  Mason,  assisting  in  the  first  organization  of 
the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable  business  men  in  the 
city,  controlling  large  insurance  interests. 

George  F.  Seymour,  the  only  son  who  perfectly  understood  his  father's 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  "  Geo.  S.  Seymour  &  Sons,"  at  his  father's 
desire,  took  up  the  relaxed  reins  of  business  cares,  and,  at  his  death,  assumed 
management  of  the  firm.  He  was  born  in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  July  27th,  1864, 
in  the  old  Seymour  homestead.  After  graduating  from  High  School,  in  the 
class  of  1882,  he  went  into  the  First  National  Bank.  Then,  with  an  ambition 
for  higher  education,  he  attended  the  Northwestern  University,  at  Evanston, 
Illinois,  thence  going  into  the  Merchant's  National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  Following  this  he  went  into  the  insurance  business, 
first  in  Illinois,  then  going  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in  February,  1890,  to 
conduct  an  agency.  On  the  fourth  of  January,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Lucy 
Helen,  second  daughter  of  Charles  Pelton,  and  Helen  Gillet  Jacobs. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city,  and  a  very  brilliant 
attorney.  During  the  war  he  was  private  secretary  to  the  War  Governor, 
Oliver  Perry  Morton.  He  was  a  distinguished  scientist  and  lecturer,  having 
a  private  observatory,  and  a  library  of  some  two  thousand  volumes.  Inter- 
ested in  Sunday  School  work,  he  was  always  ready  at  the  call  of  these  interests, 
having  been  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work.  For  many  years 
he  traveled  extensively  through  America  and  Europe,  securing  photographs 
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aod  manuscripts  of  interest.  In  June,  1893,  Mr.  Seymour  and  wife  were 
called  to  LaPorte,  by  the  illness  of  Mr.  Seymour's  father.  The  first  of  Sep- 
tember, George  F.  purchased  the  Seymour  agency,  and  has  conducted  it  with 
increasing  success  ever  since.  "Young  men  and  old  business  men  respect  his 
high  sense  of  honor,  and  his  place  in  church,  society,  business  and  home  is 
felt  by  all  who  know  him. 


-••••< 


AUGUST  WOLF. 

Europe  was  the  birthplace  of  Handel  and  Mozart,  of  Beethoven  and 
Mendelssohn,  and  of  other-  great  composers  of  music.  The  musical  instru- 
ments which  held  the  professional  world  by  a  kind  of  involuntary  fascination 
were  made  there,  and  the  most  eminent  critics  of  musical  productions  were 
nursed  amid  the  inspirations  of  "Vaterland."  August  Wolf,  a  noted  mu- 
sician of  LaPorte,  Indiana,  was  born  in  Roben,  Thuringia,  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1869,  and  his  fathei-,  Herman  Wolf,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
country,  was  also  a  musician.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Emilia  Kroehl. 
During  his  youth  oiu-  subject  studied  music  for  three  years  in  Gera,  Thurin- 
gia, Germany,  and  then  finished  in  Hamburg,  Dresden  and  other  places,  being 
connected  with  some  of  the  leading  orchestras  of  the  country.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  an  orchestra  that  traveled  by  steamer  from  Hamburg  to  other  ports, 
and  on  one  occasion  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the  Emperor.  For  six 
months  Mr.  Wolf  crossed  the  ocean  between  Bremen,  Southampton  and  New 
York,  on  a  North  German  Lloyd  steamer,  furnishing  band  and  orchestra 
music  for  the  officers  and  cabin  passengers.  Mr.  Wolf  came  to  America  in 
December,  1891,  and  made  his  way  to  LaPorte,  teaching  in  that  vicinity.  In 
November,  1892,  he  obtained  the  second  prize  for  violin  solo  at  the  contest 
of  Northern  Indiana  Music  Festival,  and  immediately  after  was  offered  the 
position  of  instructor  on  string  instruments  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso.  Prof.  Heritage  says  that  he  has  been  very  successful 
in  that  work.  In  Dresden,  the  capital  city  of  Saxony,  our  subject  played 
frequently  before  the  King  of  Saxony  and  other  distinguished  personalities. 
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He  traveled  extensively  throughout  Germany,  parts  of  Austria  and  England, 
playing  under  the  direction  of  the  well-known  present  composers  and  musical 
leaders.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Music  Teachers'  Association,  and  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


>••••- 


GEORGE  S.  DENISON. 

George  S.  Denison,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  is 
not  only  a  gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  but  as  a  business  man,  is 
shrewd,  practical,  and  far-seeing,  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  necessary 
duties  of  life,  and  well  adapted  to  the  active  life  he  has  led.  H«  is  a  product 
of  Florence,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  his  natal  day  occurring  February  1,  1836,  and 
when  about  nine  years  of  age  came  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana.  He  is  a 
son  of  Wheeler  B.  and  Polly  (Green)  Denison,  both  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  Mrs.  Denison  died  in  Birmingham,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  1844,  and 
Mr.  Denison  died  in  Hanna  Township,  this  county,  in  1863.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a  worthy  and  esteemed  citizen.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Smart,  of  Ohio,  who  still  survives.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  held  various  township  offices.  The  six  children  born 
to  his  first  union  are  all  living  except  two,  Charles  W.,  who  was  drowned  in 
the  Kankakee  River  in  1853,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Illinois  in  1859. 
She  was  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Rodgers.  Three  children  were  the  fruits  of  the 
second  union.  During  his  youthful  days  our  subject  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Hanna  Township,  and  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  an  early 
age.  In  1847  he  went  to  New  York  State  and  resided  with  an  uncle  for  four 
years.  Here  he  was  allowed  excellent  educational  advantages,  and  supple- 
mented this  by  a  term  in  the  high  school  at  Union.  When  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  began  teaching,  but  not  finding  this  to  his  taste,  he  began  clerking  for 
C.  W.  Fessenden,  continuing  with  him  two  years.  In  1858  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Noble  Township,  and  about  1859  he  embarked  in  the 
drug  business,  carrying  this  on  until  the  breaking  out  of  Civil  War.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  and  was  in   the  regimental  band.     This 
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band  waa  discharged  in  1862,  and  he  returned  to  LaPorte  County,  where  he 
assisted  in  recruiting  the  band  of  the  Eighty-Seventh  Regiment,  with  which 
he  remained  until  his  discharge  in  the  spring  of  1865.  When  the  war  closed 
he  returned  to  Hanna  and  purchased  a  store  room,  where  he  is  at  present  in 
business.  This  has  since  been  greatly  enlarged  and  is  a  first  class  general 
store.  Aside  from  this  Mr.  Denison  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  baling 
and  shipping  hay,  and  is  known  far  and  wide  as  an  extensive  shipper.  He  is 
president  of  the  Kankakee  Valley  Hay  Shippers'  Association,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  1889.  Mr.  Denison  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Aurilla  Black- 
man,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  February  9,  1838,  and  the  daughter  of  Hiram 
Blackman,  who  still  resides  in  Hanna,  and  who  is  ninety  years  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Denison  have  four  living  children:  George  H.,  educated  at  Green 
Castle  and  Evanston,  is  at  present  completing  a  course  of  dental  surgery  in 
the  Chicago  Dental  College;  Esther  A,  was  married  in  August,  1893,  to 
Thomas  Richardson,  and  resides  in  Hanna;  Edmund  D.  is  attending  Evanston 
University;  and  Agnes  is  also  attending  Evanston  University.  Politically 
Mr.  Denison  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served  his  township  as  Trustee,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1893  he  was  nominated  for  the  oflSce  of  County  Commissioner, 
then  an  office  of  considerable  importance,  as  the  question  of  erecting  the  court 
house  was  to  be  considered.  He  was  elected  in  a  county  giving  a  large  Dem- 
ocratic majority.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Patton  Post,  of  LaPorte,  G.  A. 
R.  Mr.  Denison  is  a  representative  citizen  of  the  county,  and  his  reputation 
for  integrity  and  honorable  methods  is  of  the  highest.  He  has  men  in  his 
employ  at  the  present  time  who  have  been  with  him  for  nearly  twenty  years. 


)•••• 


IRA  MILLER. 

Among  the  many  prominent  Eastern  families  who,  at  an  early  day 
migrated  westward  with  a  view  to  bettering  their  fortunes,  was  the  Miller 
family,  an  honored  representative  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  one 
of  the  old  soldier  citizens  of  Porter  County,  Indiana.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock  and  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Minerva  (Stocker) 
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Miller,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  elder  Miller  was  born  in 
1803,  and  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  coming 
here  about  184:3.  To  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  were 
born  eleven  children:  Daniel,  Emory,  Levi,  Mary,  Ira,  Hiram,  Mariah, 
Phoebe,  Horace,  Sallie  J.,  and  Sylvester.  The  father  of  these  children  expe- 
rienced all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneers.  He  contributed  his  full 
share  towards  the  county's  progress  and  development,  was  honored  and 
esteemed,  and  died  here  when  fifty-five  years  of  age.  Ira  Miller  the  original 
of  this  notice,  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  April  12,  1889,  and  was  but 
four  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Porter  County,  Indiana. 
As  a  consequence,  all  his  recollections  are  of  this  county.  Reared  amid  the 
rude  surroundings  of  pioneer  life,  he  became  inured  to  hard  work  at  an  early 
age,  and  there  learned  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  which  have 
remained  with  him  through  life.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  pioneer 
schools,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  went  to  Iowa  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  Filled  with  a  patriotic  desire  to 
fight  for  the  old  flag,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  June  6,  1861,  and  participated  in  numerous  battles  of  the  war,  viz. : 
Rich  Mountain,  Virginia,  July  11,  1861,  afterward  acting  as  a  scout  under 
Gen.  Reynolds  until  the  fall  following;  Shiloh,  in  1862;  Perrysville,  Stone 
River,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  then  received  a  furlough  and  came  home. 
Later  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  at  Loudon,  Tennessee,  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Seventeenth  Indiana,  Company  K.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Selma,  Alabama,  serving  in  mounted  infantry  during  the  Wilson  raid,  and  in 
many  skirmishes.  Mr.  Miller  was  never  in  the  hospital  and  was  never 
wounded.  He  served  his  country  faithfully,  but  from  the  effects  of  his  army 
life,  Mr.  Miller  has  been  for  years  a  helpless  invalid.  He  can  not  walk,  and 
he  has  a  wheel  chair  in  which  he  moves  about.  He  had  three  brothers  in 
the  army:  Daniel,  who  was  in  the  regiment  that  captured  Jefferson  Davis; 
Hiram,  and  Horace.  Mr.  Miller  was  honorably  discharged  in  August,  1865, 
at  Indianapolis,  after  having  served  four  years  and  two  months.  On  the 
27th  of  March,  1864,  he  married  Miss  Mary  White,  daughter  of  Heman  and 
Ann  (White)  White,  early  pioneers  of  this  county.  Mr.  White  came  to  this 
county  from  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  in  1843,  and  made  his  home  here  until  his 
death,  when  sixty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  class  leader  in  the  same.  To  his  marriage  were  born  four  children: 
Harriet,  Mary,  Charity,  and  Velma.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller's  union  was  blessed 
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by  the  birth  of  three  childien:  Elmer,  MelviD,  and  Bertha  M.  In  his  politi- 
cal views,  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican,  and  he  was  assessor  of  Center  township 
for  some  time.  In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist.  Mrs.  Miller's  grandfather, 
James  White,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  ancestor  White  came 
over  on  the  "Mavflower." 


•  •• 


SIMON  WITHAM. 

The  learned  professions  have  many  disciples  who  aspire  to  honor  and 
dignity  in  their  chosen  fields,  and  all  with  greater  or  less  reason  to  expect 
their  efforts  to  be  crowned  with  success.  He  of  whom  we  have  the  pleasure 
of  attempting  a  short  biographical  sketch  is  one  of  the  many  to  woo  the  fickle 
goddess  of  fortune  before  the  bench  and  bar.  Xor  does  he  aspire  without 
cause,  for  nature  has  gifted  him  generously  with  those  qualities  that  make 
themselves  felt  in  the  legal  profession.  This  honored  representative  of  one 
of  the  best  old  Eastern  families  was  born  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  March 
29,  1824.  In  the  early  history  of  the  American  colonies,  two  brothers  named 
Witham,  came  as  English  soldiers  and  took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian 
Wars.  Morris  Witham,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
on  a  farm  eighteen  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  on  the  Saco  river.  His  father, 
James  Witham,  was  an  old  settler  on  this  farm,  but  moved  with  his  familv  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  very  earliest  settlement  of  that  city,  and  here  died  at 
an  advanced  age.  Morris  Witham  came  with  his  father  to  Cincinnati  when 
nine  years  of  age,  and  became  a  scout  and  hunter  for  Gen.  Harrison.  He 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Billings,  of  Union  County,  Indiana,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  Baptist  ministers  of  this  State,  and  twelve  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  union:  James,  Joseph,  Alfred,  Simon,  William,  Edward,  Hattie, 
Lydia,  Delilah,  Mary,  Rebecca,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  All  these  chil- 
dren were  born  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  whither  the  father  moved  soon 
after  marriage;  but  in  1835  he  came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  settled 
in  Morgan  Township,  four  miles  south  of  Valparaiso,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
original  pioneers.  There  was  no  Valparaiso  at  that  time,  and  he  cleared  up 
17 
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his  land  and  made  a  good  farm  of  160  acres.  lu  1850  he  moved  to  Wliite 
County,  Indiana,  and  there  died  three  years  later  when  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old  Line  Whig,  and  a  man  whose  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond.  Simon  Witham,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  eleven  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Porter  County,  and  he  was  reared  amid  the  rude  sur- 
roundings of  pioneer  life,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  many  of  the  old  set- 
tlers. Of  course  his  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  the  rude  log 
school  house  of  those  days,  but  he  was  naturally  of  a  studious  turn  of  mind,  a 
great  lover  of  books,  especially  law  books,  and  became  unusually  well 
informed.  When  young  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  at  Valparaiso,  and 
followed  this  for  the  most  part  in  Tassinong  until  he  enlisted  in  the  army. 
Mr.  Witham  was  married  in  Tassinong  to  Miss  Dinah  Olive  Spencer,  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Tate)  Spencer.  Her  father  was  born  in  America,  but  was 
of  Irish  descent.  He  settled  in  Pleasant  township,  this  county,  in  1845,  and 
here  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm.  He  was  well  respected,  was  post- 
master for  some  time,  trustee  of  the  township,  and  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  was  sixty -nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  children  were:  Stewart,  Benjamin  F.,  Joseph,  Kobert,  Eli,  Mary  J., 
Dinah  O.,  Nancy,  and  Martha.  Most  of  these  children  settled  in  Porter 
County,  but  many  of  them  have  since  moved  away.  They  were  numbered 
among  the  best  respected  citizens,  and  several  of  them  are  in  professional  life. 
To  Simon  Witham  and  wife  have  been  born  two  children:  Mary  J.,  and 
Joseph  Spencer.  The  last  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Witham  enlisted  at  Valpa- 
raiso, in  Company  I,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers  Infantry,  and  served 
until  October,  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received 
in  battle.  He  was  mustered  in  at  South  Bend,  as  duty  sergeant,  and  sent 
to  Louisville  with  his  company.  From  there  they  proceeded  by  rail  to 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  marched  to  the  Kentucky  Eiver,  on  the  road  to 
Richmond,  Kentucky.  The  command  then  retreated  by  forced  marches,  night 
and  day,  to  Lexington,  and  from  there  back  to  Louisville.  At  least  one-third 
of  the  men  were  exhausted  by  the  forced  marching,  and  they  remained  in 
Louisville  a  short  time  to  recruit.  They  then  went  after  Gen.  Bragg, 
to  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  East  Kentucky,  and  returned  by  way  of 
HalFs  Gap,  making  a  forced  march  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  head  off  that 
General.  Five  days  before  they  arrived  at  Nashville,  Mr.  Witham  was  taken 
sick  with  five  other  soldiers,  with  the  measles  and  chronic  diarrhoea,  and 
were  conveyed  in  an  open  top  wagon  without  any  protection  from  the  pouring 
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rain.  As  Mr.  Witham  was  broken  out  with  the  measles,  he  became  danger- 
ously ill.  He  remained  in  a  tent  at  Silver  Springs  a  day  and  a  half,  and  was 
here  in  danger  of  being  killed  by  ignorant  medical  attendance.  November 
12  he  was  taken  to  a  hospital  at  Nashville,  and  was  ill  until  March,  1868. 
After  this  he  joined  his  regiment,  at  Murfreesboro,  which,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1863,  was  dispatched  with  Col.  Streight  on  his  famous  raid.  Shortly  before 
this  Mr.  Witham  was  appointed  orderly  sergeant.  His  first  battle  was  at 
Day's  Gap,  and  here  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  hip,  three  inches  to  the 
right  of  the  spinal  column,  the  ball  passing  directly  through  his  body  and 
coming  out  through  the  left  upper  hip  bone.  The  Federals  went  ahead 
and  left  their  wounded  prisoners,  detailing  two,  one  doctor  and  one  nurse, 
to  care  for  them.  With  this  fearful  wound,  Sergeant  Witham  was  shortly 
after  carried  to  the  field  hospital,  but  received  no  treatment,  the  surgeons 
saving  that  he  would  not  live  forty  minutes,  and  giving  him  an  extra  dose 
of  morphine.  He  slept  in  the  open  field  twenty-six  hours  and  remained  on 
the  field  four  days,  when  he  was  taken  to  a  farm  house,  three  miles  from 
the  battle  field.  Here  he  remained  six  weeks,  receiving  good  care  and  kind 
treatment,  and  was  then  taken  as  a  prisoner  to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  where 
he  was  placed  in  a  rebel  hospital.  He  received  plenty  of  food,  but  little 
medical  attention,  and  was  subsequently  removed  to  the  rebel  hospital,  at 
Chattanooga,  where  he  was  treated  kindly.  Later  though,  he  was  taken  to 
the  guard  house,  and  soon  transferred  to  the  guard  house,  at  Atlanta,  where 
he  received  a  full  dose  of  prison  life.  From  there  he  was  taken  to  Libby 
Prison  and  remained  in  the  same  a  short  time,  for  he  was  too  sick  witli  the 
mumps  to  use  the  rations,  which  consisted  of  one-fourth  of  a  small  loaf  of 
bread  and  a  piece  of  beef  about  the  size  of  a  man's  thumb  in  the  morning, 
a  teacup  full  of  bean  soup  and  a  piece  of  bread  for  dinner,  and  nothing  for 
supper.  He  was  transferred  from  there  to  Annapolis  and  paroled.  After 
remaining  in  this  place  until  the  latter  part  of  August,  1863,  he  was  then 
transferred  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  thence  home.  He  was  a  year  in  par- 
tially recovering  from  his  wound,  and  still  feels  the  effects  of  it,  it  becoming 
more  painful  as  he  becomes  older.  The  bones  began  to  come  out  of  the 
wound  after  he  returned  home,  and  many  fragments,  some  quite  large  pieces, 
came  out.  His  war  experience  was  a  rather  serious  one.  Since  the  war,  Mr. 
Witham  has  practiced  law,  has  also  farmed,  and  has  been  engaged  in  other 
occupations.  In  1866  he  bought  a  farm  west  of  Kouts,  and  in  1877  he 
bought  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres.     He  was  station  agent  at  Kouts,  on 
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the  Pan  Handle  Railroad,  from  1883  to  1891,  and  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  five  terms.  At  present  he  is  deputy-prosecuting  attorney.  Mr.  Witham 
has  practiced  law  in  the  justice  courts  since  1855,  and  is  well  known  through- 
out the  county  in  this  profession.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  'Eepublican, 
and  socially  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witham 
have  reared  a  young  lady  from  infancy,  Rick  Witham,  who  is  a  young  lady 
of  unusual  intelligence  and  a  teacher  in  the  school  at  Marshall  Grove.  In 
his  religious  views,  our  subject  is  liberal.  He  is  a  strict  temperance  man, 
and  a  fearless  advocate  of  prohibition. 


>  •••  • 


JOHN   RITTER. 

This  worthy  gentleman  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  Porter 
County,  Indiana,  and  comes  of  German  stock,  inheriting  all  the  thrift,  enter- 
pi'ise  and  perseverance  of  his  Teutonic  ancestors.  He  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  New  York,  near  Buffalo,  March  20,  1837,  to  the  union  of  Christian 
and  Barbara  (Dowdell)  Ritter,  and  was  one  of  seven  children,  as  follows  : 
Sabina;  Christopher,  died  when  fifty  years  of  age;  Anna,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty -five;  William,  Mary,  John  and  Melvina.  All  these  children  were  born  in 
Erie  County,  New  York,  except  the  two  eldest,  whose  births  occurred  in  Germany. 
The  parents  were  born  in  that  country,  and  the  father  was  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  braved  Neptune's  tender  mercies  and  came  to  the  United 
States:  He  moved  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  in  1845,  and  settled  in  Horse 
Prairie,  seven  miles  southwest  of  Valparaiso,  where  he  pre-empted  160  acres 
of  wild  land.  He  improved  this  and  had  one  of  the  best  tracts  of  land  in 
his  section.  With  the  exception  of  a  Mr.  Miller,  who  came  from  York  State 
just  before  he  did,  and  settled  about  a  mile  from  him,  Mr.  Ritter's  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between.  The  entire  country  was  a  wilderness,  and  the  wild 
grass  grew  above  a  man's  head.  Plenty  of  game  was  to  be  found;  rattle- 
snakes too  were  very  niimerous.  and  one  of  the  children,  Melvina.  was  bitten 
on  the  ankle  by  a  rattlesnake  while  going  to  school.  She  turned  spotted  and 
suffered  greatly,  but  was  brought  out  all  right  by  the  following  treatment: 
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The  bite  was  cut  across  deeply,  a  piece  of  iudigo  was  inserted,  and  she  drank 
copiously  of  milk  and  whisky.  Mr.  Ritter  moved  from  the  Empire  State 
with  a  two-horse  wagon,  and  tlie  family  walked  most  of  the  way.  After 
reaching  this  county  they  slept  in  the  wagon  from  May  8  until  a  house  could 
be  erected.  The  wagon  box  was  placed  on  stilts  and  filled  so  that  it  made  a 
comfortable  sleeping  place.  In  the  log  cabin  erected  the  family  resided  for 
years,  and  in  it  the  father  received  his  final  summons,  January  8,  1882.  It 
stood  on  the  old  site  until  recently,  when  it  was  torn  down.  In  religion  Mr. 
Eitter  was  a  member  of  the  Mennese  Church,  and  did  not  vote.  He  was  a 
hard  worker  and  an  honest,  straightforward  citizen,  and  did  not  believe  in 
lawsuits.  John  Ritter,  our  subject,  was  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Porter  County,  and  he  well  remembers  the  journey,  the 
wild  appearance  of  the  country  and  the  old  pioneers.  He  attended  school 
in  a  private  house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  well  known  ash  school 
house,  the  same  being  built  entirely  of  white  ash  logs.  Amid  these  strange 
surroundings  young  Ritter  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  and  was  taught  to  be 
industrious  and  persevering.  About  his  first  work  after  reaching  this  county 
was  to  assist  his  mother  spade  up  the  ground  to  plant  seeds  for  an  apple 
orchard,  planted  with  seeds  brought  from  the  East.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
trees  were  started,  and  to-day  it  is  one  of  the  finest  seedling  orchards  in 
the  county.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  out,  and  in 
1857  he  went  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  with  neighbors,  and  in  the 
spring  started  for  Ash  Hollow  as  a  teamster,  intending  to  join  Gen.  Harney 
in  his  expedition  against  the  Mormons.  However,  the  expedition  did  not 
proceed  beyond  Ash  Hollow,  in  Wyoming,  on  account  of  the  Mormons 
being  peaceable.  The  gold  excitement  having  broken  out  near  Denver, 
Mr.  Ritter  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  where  he  remained  until  May  15,  1861. 
At  that  date  he  enlisted  in  Company  M,  Second  New  Mexican  Cav- 
alry, and  proceeded  to  Fort  Garland,  where  he  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  under  Col.  Kit  Carson,  the  famous  scout.  After  two 
months  of  drilling  they  went  against  the  Indians  in  New  Mexico,  Arizona 
and  Texas.  This  service  was  very  severe,  and  one  of  the  hardest  fights 
the  command  had  was  with  Comauches  and  Kiowas  in  Texas,  on  a  branch 
of  the  Red  river.  Part  of  the  command  followed  3,000  to  4,000  Indians 
three  days  and  nights,  there  being  only  212  whites.  The  Indians  were 
overtaken  at  old  Fort  Bent,  which  was  deserted,  and  here  a  severe  fight 
took  place.      The  soldiers  took    possession    of    the    adobe  walls    of    the  old 
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fort,  and  the  Indians  surrounded  it.  This  was  November  14,  1863,  and  the 
whites  were  only  saved  from  certain  destruction  by  the  mountain  howitzers, 
of  which  the  Indians  stood  in  great  fear.  For  two  days  the  fight  continued 
and  on  the  night  of  the  second  day  the  Indians  retired.  The  whites  had 
sixty-six  killed  and  the  Indians  afterward  reported  six  hundred  and  ninety 
killed.  At  Sand  Creek,  on  the  western  edge  of  Colorado,  the  whites  had  eight 
hundred  men,  and  Company  M,  Second  New  Mexican  Cavalry  was  all  there. 
Two  days  before  the  fight  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Indians  came  to  the 
camp,  and  pretending  to  be  friendly,  asked  for  rations,  and  agreed  to  assist  in 
a  fight  against  the  Comauches  and  Kiowas.  They  received  the  rations  and 
left,  but  were  to  meet  the  command  the  next  day  at  ten  o'clock.  They  failed 
to  be  on  hand,  but  in  the  fight  that  followed  they  were  found  with  the  enemy. 
Many  Indians  were  killed  and  the  whole  outfit  surrendered.  Mr.  Ritter  was 
in  many  severe  skirmishes  and  served  four  years  and  three  months,  being 
mustered  out  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  On  his  way  home  Mr.  Hitter  stopped 
at  Ft.  Leonard,  in  a  bend  of  the  Arkansas  river,  Kansas,  and  from  there  went 
with  a  party  of  hunters  after  bufPalo.  On  this  liunt  the  party  went  about 
forty-five  miles  from  Ft.  Leonard  and  found  plenty  of  buffalo,  but  were 
attacked  by  Comanche  and  Kiowa  Indians.  In  the  fight  a  minie  ball  struck 
Mr.  Eitter  directly  under  the  left  armpit,  and,  striking  the  breast-bone,  fol- 
lowed it  around  through  the  body  and  came  out  directly  opposite  the  point  of 
entrance.  It  nipped  off  a  corner  of  the  right  lung.  His  horse  was  also  shot 
under  him  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Hitter's  strong  constitution  was  shown  b}' 
the  fact  that  he  rode  a  mule  on  the  retreat  to  the  camp,  four  miles  distant, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  next  day  and  night  was  spent  in  going 
into  camp,  and  here  a  silk  handkerchief  was  drav^n  through  the  wound  to 
cleanse  it.  After  three  weeks  he  came  on  to  Bloomington,  111.,  and  there 
remained  until  well.  After  returning  home  he  began  farming,  and  in  1871 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hesser.  These  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Merritt,  Hattie,  William.  Ollie  and  Grace  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; 
Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  In  1878  Mr.  Ritter  bought  160  acres 
of  laud  where  his  residence  now  stands,  and  since  then  he  has  added  to  the 
original  tract  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  334  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected 
good  farm  buildings.  His  first  wife  died  in  October,  1884,  and  he  was  mar- 
ried Dec.  23,  1886,  to  Miss  Lottie  M.  Bradley,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Almina  (Smith)  Bradley.  Mr.  Bradley  is  a  mechanic  by  trade  and  an  old 
resident  of  this  county,  now  residing  at  Valparaiso.     To  Mr.  Bradley   and 
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wife  were  born  eight  children:  Lottie  M.,  Herbert  B.,  Annie  L.,  Osgood  G., 
Harriet,  Mabel,  and  John  L.  Mr.  Bradley  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Bitter's  second  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Jay  B.,  Euth  A.,  Lyman  and  Harry.  Mr.  Bitter  is  a  member  of  the  Boyal 
Arcanum  and  the  G.  A.  B.,  Chaplain  Brown  post,  Valparaiso.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Bepublican,  being  Township  Trustee  at  the  present  time. 


-••••' 


ROBERT  M.  FRYAR. 

This  gentleman  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  Porter  County,  Indiana, 
and  one  of  the  old  soldiers  of  the  Bebellion,  whose  intelligence,  enterprise  and 
energy,  with  many  other  estimable  qualities,  have  won  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all.  His  father,  William  Fryar,  was  born  on  the  Green  Isle  of 
Erin,  in  County  Down,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Morrow,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  County  Down,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  were  honest,  industrious  citizens.  The  father  was  seventy-two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple:  William  J.,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Eliza,  Bobert  M.,  George  and 
Samuel.  The  latter  was  chief  musician  in  the  same  regiment  as  our  subject 
during  the  Bebellion.  Bobert  M.  Fryar,  the  original  of  this  notice,  is  also  a 
product  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  born  in  County  Down,  thirty  miles  from  Belfast, 
June  7,  1833.  He  secured  a  common  school  education,  and  leai-ned  farming 
and  linen  weaving  in  his  youth.  On  the  27th  of  November,  1852,  when  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Harris,  daughter  of  James  and 
Nancy  (Anderson)  Harris.  In  1853  this  young  couple  took  passage  for 
America,  and  reaching  this  country  safely,  settled  in  Bandolph  Township, 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Fryar  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
1856  he  moved  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  rented  a  sawmill  at  Flint  Lake,  and 
operated  the  same  for  some  time.  Later  he  bought  a  mill  in  Marshall 
County,  Indiana,  and  ran  this  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,   under    Col.    Gilbert    Hathaway. 
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"When  the  boom  of  the  great  guns  in  Charleston  harbor,  in  the  spring  of  1861, 
went  rolling  across  the  continent,  their  echo  penetrated  the  cottage  where 
young  married  life  and  love  were  nestled  in  the  happiness  of  security.  Ques- 
tions arose  as  painful  in  their  solution  as  any  that  life  presents.  "  Where  lies 
the  path  of  duty?  What  shall  I  do?  I  have  a  duty  to  perform  to  my  country, 
and  also  a  duty  most  sacred  to  my  wife  and  children;  which  is  paramount?  " 
In  how  many  cases,  during  the  great  National  crisis,  was  this  question  met 
and  decided  in  a  spirit  that  gave  the  army  another  hero!  Hoping  to  live  to 
return,  having  everything  to  live  for,  yet  ready  to  die  for  his  country  should 
that  sacrifice  be  demanded,  our  subject's  only  thought  was  that  the  Union  is 
worth  all  that  we  can  give,  and  we  must  bring  the  rebellious  States  home  like 
the  prodigal,  and  restore  to  them  all  that  they  had  madly  flung  away,  no  mat- 
ter what  it  might  cost.  So  stock  in  individuality  and  all  the  enjoyments  of  a 
happy  home  went  down  fifty  per  cent.  Although  no  recruiting  officer  had 
solicited  Mr.  Fryar's  service,  although  no  bounties  or  flattering  inducements 
nor  fear  of  draft  influenced  his  action,  using  the  word  in  its  fullest  sense,  he 
"  volunteered."  He  was  in  the  service  three  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged  July  24,  1865.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Chaplain's  Hill,  Stone  Eiver,  Day's  Gap,  Crooked 
Creek,  Blount's  Farm,  where  Col.  Hathaway  was  killed,  Athens,  Decatur,  and 
numerous  skirmishes.  He  served  principally  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama  and  Georgia.  The  hardest  marching  was  done  from  Louis- 
ville to  LexiiDgton,  Crab  Orchard  and  Nashville,  Tennessee.  At  the  battle  of 
Day's  Gap  a  singular  accident  occurred.  A  Confederate  soldier  sprang  from 
behind  a  tree,  and  pointing  a  carbine,  snapped  it  at  our  subject.  It  missed 
fire,  and  Mr.  Fryar,  who  had  just  fired  ofp  his  piece,  began  hastily  to  load. 
Again  the  rebel  snapped  his  carbine  at  him,  and  again  it  missed  fire.  By 
this  time  our  subject  was  ready  and  shot  him  dead.  On  the  return  from  the 
charge  that  had  been  ordered,  his  captain  came  upon  the  body  and  saved  the 
carbine  and  a  few  other  personal  effects,  giving  the  pocket  knife  to  our  subject 
as  a  memento.  Tbis  he  still  has.  At  the  battle  of  Stone  Kiver  he  was  shot 
through  the  clothing  on  the  side,  and  at  Day's  Gap  he  was  again  shot  through 
the  clothing,  narrowly  escaping  death.  At  a  ford  on  Mill  Creek  he  escaped 
with  a  slight  wound.  During  the  battle  of  Crooked  Creek  he  and  a  comrade 
were  a  little  in  advance  of  the  line,  and  when  the  regiment  fell  back  they 
found  themselves  within  the  Confederate  lines.  They  rushed  through  the 
woods,  and  on  the  way  Mr.  Fryar  saw  a  soldier  behind  a  log,  disarmed   him, 
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and  took  him  prisoner.  During  the  battle  of  Mill  Creek  a  ball  cut  out  a 
piece  of  his  gun-stock.  In  September,  1864,  he  was  very  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  was  out  of  his  head  for  a  week,  and  narrowly  escaped  dying.  "While 
still  sick  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  although  exposed  to  many  hardships, 
he  managed  to  get  along,  and  was  ever  ready  for  duty.  He  has  never  re 
gained  his  health,  and  of  course  his  days  were  considerably  shortened.  In 
1863  he  was  taken  prisoner  on  a  raid  through  Alabama,  near  Eome,  but  was 
immediately  paroled,  and  soon  afterwards  exchanged.  Mr.  Fryar  returned 
home  in  1865,  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  in  Marshall  County, 
Indiana,  remaining  there  until  1868,  when  on  account  of  failing  health  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  140  acres  in  Porter  County.  In  1890  he  retired  to  Val- 
paraiso, and  bought  the  property  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  Chaplaiu  Brown  106,  Valparaiso,  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  chaplain.  He  is  also  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Porter  Lodge,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  steward.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fryar  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  active  workers  in  the  same.  Five  living  children  have  been  born 
to  their  marriage:  William  J.,  Robert  D.,  Nancy  J.,  Emma  M.  and  Joseph  A. 
The  children  deceased  were:  Wellington,  died  November  29,  1856,  when  two 
years  of  age;  Sarah,  died  March  6,  1864,  aged  five  years;  Samuel  E.  died 
when  two  years  of  age;  and  George  E.  died  October  31,  1877,  when  a  little 
over  eight  years  of  age.  Mr.  Fryar  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and  his  long  and 
gallant  service  in  the  army  speaks  for  itself. 


>  •  •• ' 


AARON   PARKS. 

Among  the  reputable  men  of  Valparaiso,  who  in  their  conduct  of  business 
matters,  and  the  duties  belonging  to  the  various  relations  of  life,  have  ac- 
quired a  worthy  name,  is  Aaron  Parks,  who  for  many  years  was  the  only  gun- 
smith in  Valparaiso.  He  is  an  honorable  business  man  and  the  master  of  his 
trade,  there  being  not  a  detail  of  the  same  with  which  he  is  not  thoroughly 
familiar.  Mr.  Parks  was  born  in  Groton  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1833,  and  is  a  descendent  of  an  old  colonial  New  England  family. 
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His  great-grandfather, Parks,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  a 

Vermont  regiment,  and  the  latter's  son,  Aaron  Parks,  served  in  the  same  war, 
being  under  Gen.  AVashington  during  the  fearful  winter  at  Yalley  Forge. 
Aaron  died  on  the  old  farm  where  he  was  born,  at  the  unusual  age  of  102 
years.  Ebenezer  Walker  Parks,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old 
farm  near  Dunstable,  Vermont,  and  had  six  brothers.  He  was  a  school 
teacher  and  carpenter,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
he  assisted  in  building  the  first  frame  house  in  that  city.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  there  for  ten  years.  He  was  married  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  to  a  Miss 
Oles,  and  four  children  were  born  to  them:  Alonson,  Orilla,  Mariah  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Parks  settled  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  among  the 
pioneers,  and  cleared  up  a  farm.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Bear  nee  Gilbraith,  and  three  children  were  given  them :  Aaron,  Mar- 
garet, and  John,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rebellion,  and  who  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  Gen.  Lew  Wallace's  regiment.  Mr.  Parks  moved  to 
Blissfield,  Lenawee  County,  Michigan,  retired  from  active  life,  and  two  years 
later  his  death  occurred,  when  fifty-one  years  of  age.  In  politics  he  was  an 
Old  Line  Whig,  and  in  religion  he  was  a  Methodist,  being  prominent  in 
church  affairs.  His  son,  Aaron  Parks,  our  subject,  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  trade 
of  gunsmith,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  After  this  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  for  two  years  in  Michigan  City,  and  one  year  in  LaPorte, 
Indiana.  In  1854  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  established  a  gunsmith  shop  in  this 
town,  and  was  here  married  to  Miss  Jane  Cook,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cook,  an 

old  resident  of  Valparaiso.    In  September,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company 

Fifty-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  detailed  to  the  armory  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  during  his  service,  being 
honorably  discharged  in  1865.  Returning  to  Valparaiso,  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  and  is  a  very  skillful  machinist.  In  an  early  day  he  made 
many  rifles,  and  the  old-fashioned  rifle  barrel  was  made  of  Swedish  iron,  in 
sections,  and  skillfully  put  together.  Mr.  Parks  has  made  the  entire  rifle 
— barrel,  lock  and  stock — and  understands  the  business  to  the  smallest  detail. 
When  our  subject  first  came  to  Porter  County  game  was  plentiful,  and  deer 
would  sometimes  run  through  the  town.  At  one  time  lae  killed  two  deer 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Valparaiso.  Wild  ducks,  geese,  prairie  chickens 
squirrels  and  rabbits  abounded  in  vast  numbers,  and  the  country  was  a  hun- 
ter's paradise.     Our  subject  took  a  great  interest  in  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
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hundreds  of  wild  ducks  and  geese  have  fallen  before  his  shotgun.  In  politics 
Mr.  Parks  is  a  Republican,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen. 
Fremont.  For  two  years  Mr.  Parks  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Val- 
paraiso, and  township  trustee  for  four  years,  two  terms.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  Chaplain  Brown  Post,  No.  106,  and  is  now  quartermaster,  a 
position  he  has  held  for  seven  years.  In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  stewards  of  liis  church.  Mr.  Parks  is  well  known  throughout 
Porter  County,  and  his  establishment  is  patronized  by  people  from  far  and 
wide.  He  keeps  a  full  line  of  sporting  goods,  and  knows  exactly  how  to  fit 
out  sportsmen.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parks  have  been  born  two  children:    Alice 

E.,  born  September ,  1857,  and  died  in  1892;  and  Samuel,  born  June  20, 

1864,  and  who  is  a  gunsmith  by  trade.     He  is  in  business  with  his  father. 


>  ••• ' 


EDWIN  E.  ELLIS. 

This  well-known  citizen  was  one  of  the  youngest  soldiers  to  enlist  from 
this  county,  being  at  the  date  of  enlistment  not  yet  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
comes  of  sturdy  Welsh  stock  and  his  ancestors  have  resided  in  this  country 
since  Colonial  days.  His  grandfather,  Martin  Ellis,  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  Farming  was  his  principal  occupation  in  life,  and  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  and  had  five  children,  Benjamin  S., 
Delos  M.,  Augustus  M.,  Henry  J.,  and  Eliza  S.  The  father  of  these  children 
came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Valparaiso,  where  he 
retired  from  active  life.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  August  6,  186-1,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age,  he  had  been  a  Mason  for  a  longer  period  than  any  man  in  Porter 
County.  His  children  were  all  educated  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  and 
all  but  one  became  teachers  and  two  were  also  physicians.  Dr.  Augustus  M. 
Ellis  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York,  February  8,  1821,  gained  a 
good  education  there  and  in  addition  received  a  good  medical  education. 
Later  he  began  practicing  medicine  in  Lewis  County,  Ohio.  His  nuptials 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Potter,  daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Sylvia  (Brockway) 
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Potter,  were  celebrated  in  Jefferson  County.  The  Potter  family  was  promi- 
nent in  Colonial  days  and  many  members  of  the  family  fought  for  indepen- 
dence and  became  distinguished  men.  To  Dr.  Ellis  and  wife  were  born  four 
children:  Augustine  A.,  Delos  M.,  Edwin  E.  and  Sylvia  A.  About  1850  the 
Doctor  and  family  moved  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  in  the  old  town 
of  Tassinong,  which  was  then  a  thriving  village.  There  he  practiced  medicine 
medicine  for  nine  years  and  became  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  moved  to 
Kansas  late  in  the  year  1859,  and  settled  at  Lawrence,  where  he  practiced  medi- 
cine many  years,  and  where  he  now  resides,  retired  from  active  life.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Kansas  trouble  and  was  in  a  militia  regiment.  During  the 
hottest  part  of  the  trouble  he  was  given  ten  days  in  which  to  leave  the  State 
by  the  border  ruffians.  His  second  marriage  occurred  in  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
to  Miss  Eachel  Stull,  who  bore  him  three  children,  Lillie,  Lydia,  and  Clifton. 
Dr.  Ellis  is  a  member  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  county.  Edwin  E.  Ellis, 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  New  York,  February  14,  1848,  and 
was  about  two  years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Porter  County. 
He  received  but  a  limited  education  and  when  but  a  mere  boy  enlisted  in  the 
army,  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  December  20,  1863,  in  Company  M,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Lewis  Stoddard  and  Col.  Anderson.  The  regi- 
ment was  organized  at  Kendallville,  Indiana.  He  served  till  December,  1865, 
with  that  command.  The  regiment  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  also 
in  the  engagements  about  Nashville,  and  was  afterwards  placed  in  the  First 
Brigade,  Seventh  Division,  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  West,  under  Gen.  Wilson. 
The  division  was  subsequently  detached  and  sent  from  Nashville  via  New 
Orleans  to  Mobile,  where  it  participated  in  the  engagements  which  finally 
ended  in  the  surrender  of  Fort  Blakely  and  Spanish  Fort,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  city.  It  then  made  a  raid  of  some  seven  hundred  miles  through  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia,  and  upon  Johnston's  surrender,  was  ordered  to  the  trans- 
mississippi,  but  was  stopped  at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  on  the  news  of  Kirby 
Smith's  surrender.  After  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  he  returned  home. 
On  account  of  his  health  he  went  West  to  Lawrence,  Kansas,  but  returned  in 
the  fall  of  1866  and  married  Miss  Frances  L.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Maria  (Phillips)  Wilcox,  their  union  taking  place  on  the  first  of  October,  at 
Valparaiso.  Directl)'  after  marriage  Mr.  Ellis  went  to  Kansas  and  settled  at 
Lawrence,  where  he  engaged  in  the  freighting  business,  at  which  he  was  suc- 
cessful.     The  last  year  he  farmed  near  Lawrence,    and   here  all  his   children 
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were  born,  Ida  M.,  William  C,  and  Minnie  A.  lu  1874  Mr.  Ellis  returned  to 
Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  farmed  on  his  present  place,  which  he  then 
rented.  After  remaining  on  this  farm  for  four  years  he  returned  to  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  and  engaged  in  farming  near  the  city.  After  two  years  he  re- 
turned here  and  bought  his  present  farm,  which  now  consists  of  100  acres. 
Although  Mr.  Ellis  received  but  a  limited  education  in  his  youth  he  is  a  well 
informed  man,  for  he  is  a  man  of  observation  and  an  extensive  reader.  lu 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  socially  he  is  a  G.  A.  R.,  Walter's  Post  No. 
229.  He  has  held  the  office  of  junior  vice-commander,  senior  vice-com- 
mander, and  is  now  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Post.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Township  Trustee.  His  children  received  a  common  school  education,  and 
his  daughter,  Ida  M.,  taught  school  in  this  county  for  five  years.  Mrs.  Ellis' 
father,  Charles  Wilcox,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  and  was  married  there. 
His  children  are:  Martin,  who  died  in  the  army,  Francis  L.,  Emma,  Carrie, 
Charles,  Nancy,  Sarah,  Frank,  Hiram,  and  Irwin.  Mr.  Wilcox  followed 
farming  all  his  life  and  moved  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  about  1855-58,  and 
died  at  Lawrence  Kansas,  1872,  when  fifty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 


-••••< 


JAMES  JUSTICE  FERRIS. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  any  true-hearted  person  recounts  the  life  history 
of  one  who  has  served  our  nation  with  devotion,  and  it  is  with  reverence  that 
we  look  upon  the  infirmities  that  have  come  upon  these  crippled  veterans  in 
our  country's  service.  The  old  soldier  of  whom  we  write  is  well  deserving  of 
the  pension  which  our  generous  government  has  accorded  to  him  in  common 
with  others  who  fought  for  the  old  flag.  He  is  one  of  the  most  disabled 
soldiers  on  account  of  wounds  now  living  in  Porter  County,  Indiana.  His 
left  arm  is  amputated  at  the  shoulder  and  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  have 
been  shot  away,  leaving  only  the  thumb.  Mr.  Ferris  is  a  descendent  of  Irish 
ancestors,  his  grandfather.  Justice  Ferris,  having  been  a  native  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  and  has  inherited  all   the  admirable  characteristics  of  that  class  of 
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people.  On  coming  to  this  country  the  grandfather  settled  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  there  William  Ferris,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  The 
latter  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  became  a  farmer,  following 
that  occupation  there  until  he  came  to  Indiana  with  his  father.  They  located 
in  Shelby  County  and  there  William  Ferris  was  married  to  Miss  Mercy  Yau 
Osdel,  who  bore  him  six  children:  Leander,  James  J.,  Martha,  Sarah,  John, 
and  Silas.  In  1836  Mr.  Ferris  moved  with  his  family  to  LaPorte  County, 
Indiana,  but  two  years  later  moved  to  McHeury  County,  Illinois,  where  lie 
remained  until  about  1848.  He  staid  in  Porter  County,  Indiana,  till  187-1. 
After  that  he  moved  to  Missouri,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  when  seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  straight-forward,  industrious 
man,  and  in  politics  was  a  stanch  Republican.  James  J.  Ferris,  the  orig- 
inal of  this  notice,  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Indiana,  June  17,  1834,  and 
from  an  early  age  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  a  farm.  He  received  a 
limited  education,  and  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age  enlisted  at  Michigan 
City,  Indiana,  in  Company  K,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received  at  Day's  Gap, 
Morgan  County,  Alabama,  on  Streight's  raid,  having  been  a  prisoner  four 
months  and  eleven  days.  During  the  above  mentioned  battle  Mr.  Ferris' 
company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  I.  D.  Phelps,  and  our  subject  had  been  on 
the  field  but  a  short  time  when  he  was  struck  by  either  grape  or  canister  shot. 
His  left  arm  was  shot  off  and  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  also  taken  off. 
Two  horses  were  killed  by  the  same  shot.  Mr.  Ferris  walked  off  the  field 
with  the  help  of  a  sergeant,  to  a  field  hospital,  and  lay  under  a  tarpaulin  all 
night.  The  wounded  were  left  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  Confederates  and 
remained  in  the  field  hospital  for  six  days  and  nights.  The  Confederate 
officers  then  ordered  the  Union  citizens  to  take  the  wounded  soldiers  to  their 
homes  and  care  for  them.  Our  subject  was  taken  to  the  home  of  a  Mr.  Gib- 
son, whose  son  was  an  orderly  in  Streight's  raid,  and  received  excellent  care. 
He  remained  there  four  months,  or  until  his  wounds  were  healed,  and  then 
with  a  number  of  other  wounded  prisoners  he  rode  in  a  farm  wagon  to  Tus- 
cumbia,  Alabama,  where  he  remained  five  weeks  before  he  was  paroled  and 
taken  to  the  Union  lines.  Reaching  Indianapolis  the  last  of  September,  1863, 
he  received  a  furlough  of  thirty  days,  and  went  home.  There  he  remained 
until  after  the  State  election  and  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  when,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1863,  he  returned  to  Indianapolis  and  was  honorably  dis- 
chareed  on  account  of  his  wounds.     Mr.  Ferris  married  Miss  Adeline  War- 
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nock,  nee  Hollis,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  Nettie  and  Daisy.  On 
account  of  his  wounds  Mr.  Ferris  has  been  obliged  to  discontinue  manual 
labor,  and  even  requires  assistance  in  taking  his  meals.  He  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  official  positions  and  was  bailiff  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  1873  he  was  made  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  in  the  House,  at 
Indianapolis,  and  he  was  assessor  of  Jackson  Township  for  three  years. 
Socially,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 


'  •••  < 


JASPER   N.  FINNEY. 

Jasper  N.  Finney,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Porter  County  and  an  old 
soldier  of  the  Rebellion,  is  a  man  of  much  intelligence,  force  of  character  and 
determination.  He  is  a  descendent  of  Puritan  stock  and  his  remote  ancestors 
came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  Several  members  of  this 
family  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  our  subject's  grandfather,  Cyrus  Finney, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he  comes  of  good 
old  fighting  stock.  The  grandfather  moved  from  Connecticut  to  Western 
New  York  and  followed  farming  until  his  death.  Elder  Finney,  of  Oberlin, 
comes  from  this  family.  Alauson  Finney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Madison  County,  New  York,  and  in  1834,  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
moved  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  then  to  Laporte  County.  He  took  up  laud, 
part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  our  subject,  aiul  remained  on  his  claim  two 
years.  After  this  he  returned  to  his  old  home  and  married  Miss  Laura  Allen, 
whose  parents  were  also  from  Connecticut,  and  then  settled  on  his  farm.  He 
erected  a  log  house,  cleared  a  farm  of  180  acres,  and  became  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  section.  On  this  farm  he  passed  the  remainder  of  bis 
days,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Porter  County  and  was  deacon  of  the  same  for  many  years.  In  politics  he 
was  an  old  line  Whig.  Jasper  N.  Finney,  our  subject,  was  born  on  his 
father's  farm,  November  24,  1842,  and  in  addition  to  a  common  school  educa- 
tion he  attended  the  Valparaiso  Male  and  Female  College.  On  the  6th  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Valparaiso  in  Company  E,  Fourth  Indiana  Cav- 
alry, the  same  being  organized  at  South  Bend  and   mustered  in  the  United 
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States  service  at  Indianapolis.  Mr.  Finney  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land and  fought  witli  Sherman  in  the  Atlanta  Campaign,  participating  in 
many  of  the  prominent  engagements  and  numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  with 
Gen.  Buell  in  driving  Gen.  Bragg  out  of  Kentucky,  and  was  after  Gen.  Mor- 
gan in  that  State.  He  also  was  engaged  with  and  fought  Forrest  at  Spring 
Hill  and  Rutherford  Creek.  Later,  he  took  part  in  the  Tennessee  campaign 
with  Kosecrans,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  he  was  in  the  Chickamauga  battle,  and 
still  later,  his  command  was  sent  to  East  Tennessee  and  assisted  in  the  siege 
of  Knoxville.  After  the  siege  was  raised  he  took  part  in  the  engagements 
that  occurred  at  New  Market,  Mossy  Creek,  Fair  Gai-den  and  Dandridge,  all 
in  East  Tennessee.  The  following  spring  he  took  part  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  at  Kesaca  he  had  his  horse  shot  through  the  neck.  Later  he  was 
in  the  McCook  raid  from  Chattahoochee  river  to  a  point  near  Jonesboro,  where 
his  regiment  expected  to  meet  Gen.  Stoneman  near  Newman,  Georgia,  where 
a  severe  battle  was  fought  and  where  the  regiment  was  surrounded;  the  men 
cut  their  way  through  and  escaped.  Mr.  Finney's  horse  was  killed,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  and  for  seven  weeks  was  confined  in  Andersonville.  He  saw 
all  its  horrors  and  suffered  intensely  for  want  of  food  and  shelter.  Later,  or 
after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  Gens.  Sherman  and  Hood  had  an  armistice  and 
1,300  Federal  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  Union  lines,  near  Rough  and  Ready, 
Georgia,  for  exchange.  Only  500  of  them  were  really  exchanged,  the  other 
800  being  sent  back  to  Miller,  Georgia.  Mr.  Finney  made  his  escape  while 
on  the  way,  by  breaking  away  from  his  guards  and  dodging  into  the  brush. 
Being  near  the  Union  lines  he  found  his  way  to  the  army  that  night  and 
returned  to  his  regiment  at  Cartersville,  Georgia.  He  was  at  the  battle  of 
Nashville,  but  his  company  was  not  on  the  field.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he 
was  on  the  Wilson  raid  and  was  in  a  skirmish  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and 
his  was  the  first  regiment  to  enter  that  city.  Later,  he  was  present  at  the 
capture  of  a  fort  at  West  Point,  Georgia,  (which  fight  took  place  on  April  16, 
1865,)  where  the  Commanding  General,  Tyler,  was  killed,  and  from  there  went 
with  his  command  to  Macon,  Georgia,  which  place  surrendered.  This  was 
the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Finney  was  mustered  out  at  Edgefield,  Tennessee, 
and  returned  to  Valparaiso  July  9,  1865,  having  served  nearly  three  years. 
He  was  always  well,  missed  but  one  detail  for  duty,  and  was  present  in  every 
fight  in  which  his  company  took  part.  He  located  on  the  home  farm  in  1872, 
and  married  Miss  Matilda  A.  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones.  Six  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Stella  M.,  Edith  T.,  Leslie  W.,  Arthur  A.,  Earl 
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T.,  and  Grace  M.  In  politics  Mr.  Finney  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  K.,  having  held  the  olBce  of  senior  vice-commander. 
Both  he  and  Mrs.  Finney  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Finney 
is  a  man  of  industry  and  enterprise,  is  a  substantial  farmer,  and  has  a  fine 
home. 


>  •  •  •  < 


JOHN   W.  DYER. 

Of  late  years  no  form  of  investment  has  become  so  popular  with  the 
•conservative  public  as  judiciously  selected  real  estate.  At  the  present  time 
the  market  is  reasonably  active,  and  among  those  conspicuous  in  tbe  opera- 
tions that  are  now  going  on  is  John  W.  Dyer,  who  has  always  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation  and  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  having  dealings  with  him. 
All  who  come  in  contact  with  him,  either  socially  or  in  a  business  way,  pro- 
nounce him  a  gentleman  in  every  respect,  and  patrons  can  depend  upon  all 
and  any  representations  made  by  him,  and  that  their  interests  will  always  be 
protected.  He  was  born  in  Stratford,  Canada,  January  11,  1849,  a  son  of 
Peter  P.  and  Martha  (Hunter)  Dyer,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada, 
the  former  a  contractor  and  builder  by  occupation.  He  died  in  his  native 
country  iu  1857,  and  in  April,  1864,  his  widow  with  her  family  came  to 
'Detroit,  where  John  W.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  On  the  14th  of 
February,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  the 
youngest  cavalry  private  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  served  until  the  war 
closed,  being  in  the  South  the  most  of  the  time  during  his  service.  After 
his  return  from  the  army  he  re-entered  school  in  Detroit,  and  after  graduating 
from  the  high  school,  in  1867,  entered  the  employ  of  J.  B.  H.  Bratshaw  as 
book-keeper.  He  was  then  in  the  employ  of  John  Stevens  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  commenced  at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  and  worked  his  way  up  to  a 
position  of  credit  and  responsibility.  He  was  then  traveling  salesman  for 
this  house,  and  had  the  credit  of  being  the  youngest  traveling  salesman  on 
the  road.  He  served  eight  years  in  the  Michigan  State  militia,  and  as  he 
had  a  decided  inclination  for  military  work  he  enjoyed  this  very  much.  He 
18 
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was  made  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Old  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  1871, 
and  a  member  of  that  famous  commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  Detroit  No. 
1,  in  1874.  He  took  part  in  all  the  drills  of  this  famed  body.  January  1, 
1875,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  leave  Detroit,  and  accordingly  went  to  Chicago 
and  was  employed  by  W.  M.  Hoyt  &  Co.,  a  grocery  house,  with  which  he 
remained  one  year,  then  he  went  with  Boies,  Fay  &  Conkey  as  credit  man, 
with  whom  be  remained  until  the  house  retired  from  business  in  1882.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  purchased  property  in  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  in  1883 
he  became  interested  with  his  father-in-law  and  others  in  the  Standard 
Theatre,  on  the  corner  of  Halsted  and  Jackson  streets,  Chicago.  He  man- 
aged this  theatre  from  its  opening  for  three  and  a  half  years,  when  he  sublet 
it  until  1890,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Hammond  in  April  of  the  same 
year.  He  is  largely  interested  in  the  real  estate  business  and  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  property,  all  of  which  he  has  gained  through  his  own  endeavors. 
He  represents  several  large  estates  besides  his  own,  and  is  a  prominent  man 
of  Hammond  and  is  well  known  throughout  the  country  also.  He  is  a 
Eepublican  politically.  Was  instrumental  in  securing  the  Keeley  Institute 
at  Hammond.  He  was  married  in  1879  (January  29)  to  Miss  Hannie  C. 
Townsend,  of  386  Wabash  avenue,  Chicago,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons, 
Charles  K.  and  Victor,  both  born  in  the  house  where  their  parents  were 
married. 


•  ••< 


A.  F.  KNOTTS. 

Men  do  not  choose  professions  under  accidental  circumstances,  or,  if  they 
do,  their  names  almost  invariably  become  enrolled  on  the  list  of  lamentable 
failures.  In  writing  the  biographies  of  the  "  successes "  in  the  different 
vocations,  we  write  for  future  as  well  as  present  readers,  and  they  will  ask, 
"  Why  successful  and  how  ?  "  In  answering  this  question  it  is  but  necessary 
to  tell  something  of  the  career  of  A.  F.  Knotts,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  the  city  of  Hammond.  He  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
February   29,   1860,  a  son  of  Frank   D.   and   Margaret   (Bell)    Knotts,  the 
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former  of  whom  was  born  in  PennsylTania  and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  of  German  descent,  and  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of 
1812,  while  the  mother's  people  were  from  the  Isle  of  Erin.  For  some  time 
after  coming  to  Indiana  Frank  D.  Knotts  made  his  home  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  after  which  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Pulaski  County,  and  there 
still  makes  his  home.  He  is  following  the  occupation  of  farming,  in  which 
branch  of  human  endeavor  he  has  been  reasonably  successful.  Mr.  F.  D. 
Knotts  has  been  married  twice,  and  by  his  first  wife  became  the  father  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  A.  F.,  Mattie,  wife  of  E.  S.  Gleason,  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  Kingsberry  County,  South  Dakota;  Thomas,  Laura 
and  Emery,  editor  of  the  Populist  paper  of  Spencer,  South  Dakota.  To  Mr. 
Knotts'  second  marriage  two  children  have  been  given:  William  and  Nettie. 
A.  F.  Knotts  was  left  motherless  when  quite  young,  but  continued  to  make 
his  home  with  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  farm  and  making 
many  improvements  thereon  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  Previous  to 
that  time  he  had  never  attended  a  day  of  school,  and  did  not  even  know  the 
multiplication  table.  But  this  state  of  affairs  was  by  no  means  pleasing  to  a 
youth  of  his  ambitious  and  enterprising  disposition,  and  he  finally  entered 
school  at  Medaryville,  and  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  this  place 
for  three  winters  he  secured  a  license  to  teach  a  country  school.  After  finish- 
ing one  term  he  was  employed  to  teach  the  high  school,  and  pupils  that  were 
above  him  in  grade  when  he  entered  school  became  his  pupils.  In  1879  he 
resigned  his  position  as  principal  of  the  Medaryville  High  School  and 
entered  the  Valparaiso  Normal  College,  December  9,  1879,  and  graduated 
from  the  business,  scientific,  engineering  and  classic  departments  of  that 
institution  in  1883.  He  then  went  to  Ladoga,  Indiana,  and  took  charge  of 
the  Central  Indiana  Normal  and  Business  College,  over  which  he  had  control 
for  two  years.  He  then  resigned  his  position  and  returned  to  Valparaiso  tc> 
take  a  course  in  law,  and  graduated  in  1887.  While  studying  in  Valparaiso 
he  was  elected  County  Surveyor  of  Porter  County  (in  1886),  in  which 
capacity  he  served  eighteen  months,  then  resigned  and  came  to  Hammond, 
and  has  since  practiced  his  profession  in  this  city,  and  has  gathered  about 
him  a  paying  clientage.  His  life  has  not  been  illustrious  with  startling  inci- 
dents or  striking  contrasts,  but  it  has  shown  how  a  laudable  ambition  may  be- 
gratified  when  accompanied  by  pure  motives,  persevering  industry  and  stead- 
fastness of  purpose.  His  career  points  its  own  moral.  In  youth  he  was 
inured  to  hard  work,  and  his  labor  brought  him  into  direct  contact  with  the- 
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children  of  toil,  for  which  reason  he  has  every  right  to  be  considered  a  self- 
made  man.  In  connection  with  his  practice  he  is  quite  an  extensive  dealer  in 
real  estate,  and  in  every  respect  is  a  man  of  push,  energy  and  enterprise, 
keenly  alive  to  his  own  and  his  clients'  interests,  but  never  stooping  to 
underhand  means  to  gain  his  ends.  He  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Mary 
Hennessy,  of  Holly,  Michigan,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Anna 
r.,  Eugenia  and  Leo,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when  two  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Knotts  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  his  politi- 
cal views  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Republican,  the  principles  of  which  have 
always  commended  themselves  to  his  excellent  judgment.  His  worthy  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  has  a  brother  who  is  a  priest. 
Archbishop  Hennessy  being  an  uncle  of  hers. 


-••••< 


EDWARD  E.   BECK. 

Edward  E.  Beck  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  October  21,  1859, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Tracht)  Beck,  both  of  whom  are  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Beck,  came  from  Western 
Germany,  as  did  also  the  maternal  grandfather,  Peter  Tracht.  Frederick 
Beck  was  the  youngest  of  five  brothers,  four  of  whom  were  killed  in  battle 
while  in  one  of  Napoleon's  numerous  engagements.  Members  of  the  Tracht 
family  were  in  the  famous  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  the  family  suifered  heavy 
losses  during  his  reign.  About  1828  the  Beck  family  landed  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  they,  with  the  Tracht  family,  settled  in  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  but  remained  there  a  few  years.  At  the  time  the  Beck  family 
removed  to  what  is  now  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  about  1835,  Frederick  Beck 
entered  a  tract  of  land  and  afterward  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
until  his  death,  in  1854.  The  maternal  grandfather  settled  in  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  also  entered  land,  but  in  1865  removed  to  Defiance 
County,  of  that  State,  of  which  he  is  still  a  resident.  William  Beck,  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  April  17,  1837,  is  a  resident  of  Mor- 
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row  County,  Ohio,  and  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War,  and 
is  the  owner  of  a  half  section  of  land  adjoining  the  old  Beck  homestead. 
He  has  been  a  prominent  man  in  his  section,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  public  favor,  although  he  held  the  position  of  trustee  of  Congress  Town- 
ship for  twelve  years.  He  was  married  in  1857,  and  has  a  family  of  five 
children:  Edward  E.,  Katie,  Kettie,  Mary  A.,  and  Ella  M.  Edward  E.  Beck 
assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  was  an  attendant  of  the 
common  schools  about  four  months  out  of  the  year  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  then  entered  Ohio  Central  College,  at  Iberia,  Ohio,  but  at  the 
end  of  one  year  left  this  institution  to  engage  in  teaching  school,  an  occupa- 
tion he  followed  for  several  years.  In  1882  he  entered  the  Northern  Indiana 
Normal  School,  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  in  1886.  In  the  meantime  he  taught  school  and  read  law  during 
vacations,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
Missouri  State  University,  graduating  the  following  spring.  He  immediately 
located  in  Hammond,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  taught  school.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana,  June  5,  1890,  and  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  After  quite  a  spirited 
contest,  he  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for  prosecuting  attorney  of 
the  Thirty-first  Judicial  District,  composing  the  counties  of  Lake  and  Por- 
ter, in  1892;  but  at  the  election  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority,  although 
he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  and  had  the  largest  majority  in  the  city  of  Ham- 
mond that  any  Democratic  candidate  ever  received.  He  is  a  young  man,  full 
of  vigor  and  push  and  is  bound  to  make  a  success  of  his  profession,  having 
already  attained  some  prominence  at  the  bar.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  He  was  married  January  17,  1886,  to 
Miss  Priscilla  Flake,  a  classmate  of  his  and  a  daughter  of  George  Flake,  a 
retired  boot  and  shoe  merchant  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  to  their  union  two 
children  have  been  given:     Mabel  and  Laura. 


>••• . 
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JOHN   KRUETER. 

To  become  distiuguiehed  at  the  bar  requires  not  only  capacity,  but  also 
sound  judgment  and  persevering  industry.  These  qualifications  are  combined 
in  no  gentleman  at  the  Lake  County  bar  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  John 
Krueter.  A  careful  and  accurate  adviser,  and  an  earnest  and  conscientious 
advocate,  his  success  at  the  bar  has  been  achieved  by  the  improvement  of 
opportunities,  by  untiring  diligence,  and  by  close  study  and  correct  judg- 
ment of  men  and  motives.  Like  so  many  of  the  successful  men  of  the  present 
day,  his  early  career  was  a  humble  one,  for  he  was  reared  in  the  country,  in 
Lake  County,  and  attended  the  public  schools  in  his  youth.  He  was  born  in 
Cliicago,  January  13,  1S67,  a  son  of  John  and  Christina  O.  (Padt)  Kruetei-, 
the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Switzerland.  Both  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  unmarried,  here  met,  and  eventually  united  their 
fortunes.  In  1856,  at  the  time  of  the  father's  removal  to  this  country,  he 
was  but  a  boy,  but  he  at  once  set  about  learning  the  boilermaker's  trade,  and 
was  afterward  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boilers  in  Iowa.  He  is  now 
living  in  retirement  in  Lake  County,  Indiana,  and  here  the  most  of  his 
children,  consisting  of  one  son  and  six  daughters,  are  also  living.  John 
Krueter  was  but  an  infant  when  brought  to  Lake  County,  and  as  the  most  of 
his  life  has  been  spent  here,  it  Is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  has  its  every 
interest  warmly  at  heart.  In  1882  he  entered  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso,  and  in  1886  graduated  from  the  law  department  when 
but  twenty  years  of  age.  In  December,  1887,  he  opened  an  office  in  Ham- 
mond, where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  unlike  many  young 
men  just  starting  out  on  his  professional  career,  he  at  once  commanded  pub- 
lic patronage  and  favor.  He  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  city  judge  in 
1888,  and  in  1889  was  re-elected  to  the  office,  but  did  not  qualify,  and  the 
same  year  was  appointed  city  attorney,  which  office  he  held  two  and  a  half 
years.  He  then  resigned  this  position  and  in  1890  was  appointed  deputy 
prosecuting  attorney,  an  office  he  filled  with  marked  ability  for  over  three 
years.  Since  resigning  this  position  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the  exclu- 
sive practice  of  his  profession  and  the  real  estate  business.  For  a  young 
man,  he  has  made  quite  a  record,  both  as  a  lawyer  and    politician,  and  stands 
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among  the  highest  of  them  at  the  bar.  He  is  a  Republican,  politically,  and 
takes  a  great  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  R,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Uniformed 
Eauk.  In  1892  he  was  married  to  Miss  Estelle  M.  Gregory,  a  daughter  of 
Eobert  Gregory,  the  present  city  attorney  of  Hammond,  and  to  their  marriage 
one  daughter  has  been  given:  Marguerite  C. 


>  •••  < 


JAMES   F.  GALLAHER. 

Michigan  City,  Indiana  has  its  full  quota  of  vigorous,  intelligent  well- 
posted  lawyers,  whose  popularity  is  based  upon  their  thorough  understanding 
of  the  law  in  all  its  details,  and  who  are  forcible  and  convincing  pleaders  at  the 
bar.  None  among  these  is  more  highly  regarded  by  those  who  call  upon  his 
services  than  James  F.  Gallaher,  and  in  addition  he  is  a  man  of  much  public 
spirit,  and  gives  his  influence  to  every  just  measure  for  the  promotion  of  the 
common  good,  in  fact,  he  is  in  every  way  fitted  for  the  position  of  City 
Attorney,  which  he  is  at  present  holding.  The  place  of  his  birth  is  St.  Charles, 
Missouri,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  22d  of  October,  1859,  be- 
ing one  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  living  (James  F.  and  Mamie),  born 
to  F.  R.  and  Margaret  (Fingland)  Gallaher,  the  father  being  a  Tennesseean 
and  the  mother  a  native  of  Montreal,  Canada.  About  1835  F.  R.  Gallaher  re- 
moved from  his  native  state  to  Missouri,  but  from  1862  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1870,  he  was  a  resident  of  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  of  which  place  he 
had  charge  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  where  his  widow  still  resides. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents 
removal  to  Hillsdale,  and  in  that  place  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  public  schools.  Following  this  he  attended  Hillsdale  College 
for  two  years,  then  entered  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  which  insti- 
tution he  remained  four  years,  graduating  in  1882  from  the  literary  depart- 
ment. For  three  years  succeeding  this  he  studied  law  in  the  ofiice  of  George 
A.  Knickerbocker,  at  Hillsdale,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  Hillsdale 
County  Court  in  December,  1884.     In  January,  1885,  he  came  to  Michigan 
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City,  Indiana,  and  here  has  since  successfully  practiced  his  profession,  and  has 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  clientele.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  City  Attorney,  and  in  this  respect  has  proven  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place.  He  is  deservedly  ranked  as  a  successful  lawyer,  and  has 
handled  a  number  of  important  cases  in  a  highly  creditable  manner.  As  he 
is  yet  a  young  man  he  has  by  no  means  reached  the  zenith  of  his  career,  but 
gives  every  promise  of  becoming  eminent  in  his  profession,  and  winning  both 
fame  and  fortune.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  but  as  yet  has  not 
entered  into  the  matrimonial  state. 


'  •••  < 


R.   F.   JOHNSTON. 

A  reference  to  the  drug  trade  of  Michigan  Citj',  Indiana,  at  once  sug- 
gests the  popular  and  well-appointed  store  owned  and  conducted  by  R.  F. 
Johnston,  which  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  pharmaceutical  profes- 
sion, and  has  attained  celebrity  throughout  the  surrounding  country  for  cor- 
rectness and  reliability.  There  is  no  division  of  the  retail  drug  business  so 
important  as  the  careful,  intelligent  and  conscientious  compounding  of  phy- 
sician's prescriptions,  and  this  branch  of  their  business  holds  a  paramount 
position  in  his  establishment,  and  is  under  his  own  immediate  supervision. 
Mr.  Johnston  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  in  July,  184i,  being 
one  of  a  family  of  four  children  that  blessed  the  union  of  his  parents,  Alex- 
ander and  Hannah  (France)  Johnston,  natives  of  Scotland  and  England  re- 
spectively. The  father  landed  on  American  soil  when  a  youth,  and  as  a  means 
of  livelihood  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Wappiuger's 
Falls,  New  York,  of  which  place  his  widow  is  still  a  resident.  R.  F.  Johns- 
ton was  the  third  child  born  to  his  parents,  was  reared  in  his  native  town  and 
received  a  thorough  and  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wappiug- 
er's Falls.  While  growing  up  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  mechanic,  and  after- 
ward became  engineer  of  a  steamboat  plying  on  the  Hudson  river  and  Long 
Island  Sound.  This  vocation  he  followed  until  1883,  when  he  associated  him- 
self with  his  father  on  the  home   farm,  with  whom    he  labored  and  whom  he 
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materially  assisted  until  1886,  when  he  decided  to  follow  the  advice  of  Horace 
Greeley.  He  came  west  and  located  at  Michigan  City,  where  he  at  once 
embarked  in  the  drug  trade,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Shrader  & 
Johnston.  These  gentlemen  carry  a  varied  stock  of  the  choicest  drugs,  fancy 
toilet  articles,  brushes,  combs,  medicated  soaps,  cologne  and  perfumery,  ex- 
tracts of  domestic  and  foreign  manufacture,  and  a  full  assortment  of  all  the 
proprietary  medicines  known  to  the  trade,  besides  other  articles  too  numerous 
to  mention.  In  June  1890  Mr.  Johnston  was  elected  President  of  the  school 
board  of  Michigan  City,  was  re-elected  in  1893,  and  is  now  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  position.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  and  the  K.  of  P.  He  is  unmarried.  Enterprising,  reliable  and 
ambitious,  cautious  and  exact,  he  has  secured  the  confidence  of  the  public  to 
a  marked  degree — a  confidence  of  which  his  education  and  career  has  made 
him  the  just  recipient. 


-••••< 


HON.   JOHANNES  KOPELKE. 

No  better  class  of  citizens  have  ever  come  to  the  United  States  than  those 
who  have  emigrated  from  "  the  Fathei'land,"  and  who  brought,  as  their 
inheritance  from  their  sturdy  ancestors,  the  traits  of  character  and  life  which 
have  ever  distinguished  the  German  race.  This  family  tree  first  took  root  on 
American  soil  in  1867,  at  which  time  Ferdinand  Kopelke  came  to  this  country, 
with  the  object  in  view  of  bettering  his  condition,  and  for  greater  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  He  was  born  at  Bublitz,  near  Neustettin,  Prussia,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1816,  and  was  educated  in  Schlochau  Seminary  in  West  Prussia,  from 
which  he  graduated  about  1840,  and  afterward  followed  the  occupation  of 
teaching.  He  was  married  to  Sophia  Erbguth  in  1844,  at  Neustettin,  her 
home,  and  with  her  and  his  daughters  immigrated  to  the  United  States  at  the 
above-mentioned  date,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  went  immedi- 
ately to  Sibley,  Minnesota,  and  shortly  afterward  was  received  into  what  was 
then  called  the  Northwestern  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and 
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began  his  ministerial  work  at  Sibley.  After  working  in  different  places,  he 
came,  in  the  fall  of  1876,  to  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  having  practically  com- 
pleted his  life  work  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  here  he  buried  his  wife  in 
1880.  Several  of  the  children  of  this  marriage  died  in  infancy,  but  there  are 
still  three  children  living:  Augusta,  who  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Crown 
Point  schools  since  1877,  Mary  and  Johannes.  The  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  a  shoe  merchant,  who  for  years  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  city  in 
which  he  lived,  and  a  man  of  much  prominence.  Her  grandmother  came  of 
the  noble  family  of  Yorks,  and  tradition  has  it  that  she  was  related  to  the 
Prussian  General  Count  York,  who  became  famous  for  cutting  loose  from 
Napoleon's  army  in  1813,  though  without  orders,  subsequent  events  justifying 
his  action  and  making  him  famous.  Johannes  Kopelke  was  born  at  Buch- 
wald,  Prussia,  June  14,  1854,  his  early  education  being  obtained  in  Neustettin. 
He  remained  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1871  in  order  to  complete  his  edu- 
cation, ar\^l  upon  reaching  this  country  went  at  once  to  Cambria,  Wisconsin. 
He  taught  for  a  few  years  in  public  and  private  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1874 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  completed  the  course  in  the  spring  of  1876.  Immediately  thereafter  he 
located  at  Crown  Point,  where  he  at  once  entered  lapon  the  practice  of  law,  and 
has  continued  ever  since.  Politically  he  first  acted  with  the  Republican  party, 
then  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  policy  of  that  party  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  Democracy.  He  was  appointed  Master  Commissioner  of  the  Circuit  Court 
by  Judge  Field,  in  1881,  which  office  he  held  until  it  was  abolished,  the  act 
under  which  it  was  erected  being  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  1882  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  State  Kepresentative, 
but  was  defeated  by  Dr.  Harvey  Pettibone,  the  Republican  candidate,  though 
he  cut  down  the  Republican  majority  about  700  votes.  In  1884  be  was  elected 
Presidential  elector  for  the  10th  District,  and  voted  for  Grover  Cleveland  for 
president,  and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks  for  vice-president.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  State  Senator  for  Porter  and  Lake  Counties,  Indiana,  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  overcoming  a  usual  Republican  majority  of  1,000  votes,  and  is 
still  serving  in  that  capacity.  In  the  senate  he  was  a  prominent  member, 
serving  chiefly  on  the  judiciary  committee  at  both  sessions.  He  is  now  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  democratic  nomination  for  congress.  During 
the  years  that  Mr.  Kopelke  has  practiced  his  profession  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  endowed  with  superior  business  ability,  and  his  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  law,  together  with  the    soundness  of  his  judgment,  secured  him 
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almost  immediate  recognition  at  the  bar.  He  has  a  decided  veneration  for  his 
profession,  and  this,  combined  with  the  accuracy  of  his  knowledge,  lucidity  of 
statement  and  felicity  of  illustration,  has  given  him  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  In  a  large  sense  Mr.  Kopelke  is  a  self-made  man,  having  almost 
from  the  beginning  of  his  career  to  depend  upon  himself.  While  pursuing 
his  collegiate  course  in  Germany,  he  acted  as  tutor  in  order  to  partly  pay  his 
expenses,  and  in  1872-73  he  taught  in  a  parochial  school  in  Missouri,  and 
fi-om  1873  to  1874  in  the  Episcopal  Seminary  at  Ocouomowoc,  Wisconsin.  He 
is  an  enthusiastic  philologist,  is  a  fine  scholar  in  Latin,  Greek,  French,  Span- 
ish and  Italian,  much  of  his  spare  time  being  spent  in  reading  works  in  these 
lanoruages.  He  also  spends  much  time  in  studying  history  and  international 
law.  He  has  a  law  library  of  over  800  volumes,  some  of  them  "being  in  the 
French  language,  others  in  Latin,  among  them  the  Corpus  Juris  Civilis,  or 
Code  of  the  Roman  Law. 


>•••• 


FRED   R.    MOTT. 

Among  those  men  eminently  and  suitably  qualified  to  impartially  and 
judicially  discharge  the  duties  of  mayor  may  be  mentioned  Fred  R.  Mott,  who 
has  been  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the  city  of  Hammond  ever  since  the  earli- 
est days  of  his  boyhood ;  and  there  is  not  a  single  man,  irrespective  of  political 
bias,  but  who  will  point  to  his  unblemished  and  unsullied  antecedents  with 
pride,  and  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  profound  respect.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
free  and  independent  in  his  views,  and  as  a  successful  business  man  and  real 
estate  dealer  he  has  no  superior  in  Lake  County.  He  has  pushed  his  own 
way  to  fame  and  fortune,  and  through  honesty,  perseverance,  industry,  fru- 
gality and  manly  uprightness  he  has  accumulated  a  colossal  fortune,  and  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  magnificent  private  residences  in  the  city. 
However  there  is  no  arrogance  in  his  demeanor;  on  the  contrary  he  is  cour- 
teous and  agreeable  to  all  classes,  irrespective  of  politics,  creed,  sect,  or  the 
line  of  distinction  separating  the  elite  from  those  in  the  humbler  paths  of  life. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  July  29,  1857,  a  son  of  Jacob  H.  and 
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Mary  (Bausch)  Mott,  natives  of  Germany.  These  worthy  people  came  to 
America  while  single,  and  were  married  in  Chicago.  Jacob  H.  Mott  arrived 
in  this  city  in  1852,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  contracting,  and  put  up  some 
of  the  first  business  blocks  in  the  place.  He  followed  contracting  all  his  life, 
and  died  in  1875  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance.  His 
wife,  who  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  bore  him  six  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  E.  and  Fred  E.  The  latter 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  until  he  attained  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Hammond  and  was  employed  by  G.  H.  Ham- 
mond Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  thirteen  years,  working  his  way 
up  from  a  most  humble  position  to  head  book-keeper  and  foreman  in  the  beef 
department.  In  1887  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business  in 
Hammond,  and  in  this  line  of  human  endeavor  he  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. "When  he  first  came  to  Hammond  there  were  but  six  houses  in  the 
place,  and  but  one  railroad  (the  Michigan  Central),  consequently  he  has  wit- 
nessed all  the  growth  of  the  place,  and  he  has  taken  no  small  part  in  making 
it  the  prosperous  place  of  business  that  it  now  is.  He  is  a  young  man  pos- 
sessed of  high  moral  traits  of  character,  refined,  cultivated,  a  pleasant  and 
entertaining  conversationalist,  and  is  possessed  of  all  the  requisite  qualities 
for  success  in  any  undertaking.  He  has  always  been  the  champion  of  the 
laboring  classes,  and  is  an  honest,  conservative  Republican  of  the  old  school. 
He  is  a  loyal  friend,  and  that  he  is  popular  with  the  masses  was  proven  by  bis 
nomination  for  the  mayoralty  of  Hammond,  a  position  he  will  fill  with  marked 
ability  should  he  be  elected.  He  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Emma 
Hohman,  of  Hammond,  by  wliom  he  has  four  children:  Irene,  Fred,  Robert 
and  Louis.  Mr.  Mott  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar  in  that  order. 


-••••< 


JOSEPH   SEGO. 

Joseph  Sego,  ex-sheriff  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  a  citizen  whose 
intelligence,  enterprise  and  energy,  with  many  other  estimable  qualities  have 
secured  for  him  a  popularity  not  derived  from  any  factitious  circumstance, 
but  a  permanent  and  spontaneous  tribute  to  his  merit,  was  born  in  Kankakee 
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County,  Illinois,  May  8,  1862.  His  parents,  Louis  and  Agley  (Fancher) 
Sego,  were  natives  of  Canada,  but  of  French  origin,  the  paternal  greatgrand- 
father of  our  subject  coming  from  that  country  to  Canada  at  an  early  date. 
Our  subject's  grandparents  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  moved  from  Canada  to 
Kankakee,  County,  Illinois,  purchased  land,  and  there  resided  for  many  years. 
Later  grandfather  Sego  moved  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  died  there  in  the 
fall  of  1893,  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Grandfather  Augustus  Fan- 
cher resides  in  Valparaiso  at  the  present  time  and  has  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all.  The  father  of  our  subject  removed  from  Illinois  to  Warren  Countv, 
Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Texas  in  1877,  locating  in  Dallas  County,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  From  there  he  moved  to  Butler  County,  Kansas, 
and  there  died  in  1879,  when  forty-two  years  of  age.  He  left  a  widow  and 
seven  children,  and  the  mother  subsequently  moved  back  to  Kankakee  County, 
Illinois,  where  she  resided  until  1881.  At  that  date  she  moved  with  her 
family  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  two  years  later  she  married  Paul  Depatis 
who  later  moved  back  to  Kankakee  County.  There  she  resides  at  the  present 
time.       Her    children  were     named     as   follows:     Joseph,     Charles,    Ollie, 

Anna,  Henry  H.,  Amos,  Josephine  (deceased),  and .     Our  subject, 

being  the  eldest  child,  the  support  of  the  family  fell  on  his  and  his  brother 
Charles'  shoulders.  He  received  a  liberal  education  and  followed  farming 
until  he  came  to  Valparaiso.  After  that  he  embarked  in  the  brick  business 
and  carried  this  on  for  several  years.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  truck  business 
and  followed  this  until  1890,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county.  That 
position  he  held  one  term  and  was  not  only  the  youngest  sheriff  that  ever 
filled  that  position  in  the  county,  but  the  only  Democrat  Sheriff  elected  in 
sixteen  years.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  and, 
after  a  warm  contest,  he  was  defeated  by  but  two  votes.  In  his  first  election 
he  overcame  a  majority  of  416  votes,  thus  showing  his  popularity.  He 
may  justly  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterprising,  reliable  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  county,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  ever  taken  a  decided 
interest.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Sophia  Sommer,  and 
their  union  was  celebrated  January  5,  1883.  Four  children  have  been  given 
them:  Minnie  A.,  Lydia  C,  Clara  M.  and  Bessie  B.  Mr.  Sego  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  S.  of  V.,  Eoyal  Arcanum  and  For- 
resters. 
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^  KEY.  ALLEN   LEWIS. 

Among  the  prominent  clergymen  of  the  thriving  city  of  Valparaiso  is 
Rev.  Allen  Lewis,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  was  born  in  Parke  County, 
Indiana,  April  15,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Barn ett  Lewis  and  Rebecca  (Forbis) 
Lewis,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  This  branch  of  the  Lewis 
family  is  descended  from  John  Lewis,  who  came  from  Wales  at  an  early  day, 
settled  in  Virginia,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On  the 
maternal  side  the  ancestors  came  from  England.  Members  of  the  Lewis  fam- 
ily fought  in  the  early  wars  and  some  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  War.  One 
branch  of  the  family  was  related  to  Gen.  Washington.  Our  subject's  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Jonathan  Lewis,  moved  from  Pendleton  County,  West  Vir- 
ginia, about  the  close  of  the  last  century,  to  Ohio  and  thence  to  Pennsylvania. 
Later  he  moved  back  to  the  Buckeye  State  and  remained  there  until  1830, 
when  he  moved  to  Parke  County,  Indiana.  There  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  but  a  boy  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Parke  County,  Indiana,  and  in  that  county  he  has 
since  remained.  Although  now  in  his  seventy-third  year,  he  enjoys  compara- 
tively good  health.  The  mother  died  April  15,  1876.  Twelve  children  were 
given  this  worthy  couple,  seven  of  whom  still  survive:  The  eldest's  name 
was  Melissa;  Rev.  Allen  (subject  of  this  sketch);  Emily,  wife  of  James 
Laverty,  of  Kansas;  Cynthia,  died  August  2,  1876;  Charlotte,  was  mar- 
ried to  J.  H.  Mark,  of  Parke  County,  Indiana;  George,  now  of  Oklahoma; 
Barnett,  Jr.,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Charles,  now  of  Parke  County,  Indi- 
ana; Fred  of  the  same  county;  Mary,  died  February  9,  1879,  and  two  died  in 
infancy.  Like  the  majority  of  farmer  boys  our  subject  assisted  on  the  farm 
and  attended  the  common  school,  where  he  received  a  fair  education.  Later, 
he  entered  the  Bloomingdale  Academy  under  Prof.  B.  C.  Hobbs,  a  Quaker, 
and  then  took  a  Chautauqua  course  of  Theology,  having  for  instructors  Prof. 
Harper,  now  of  Chicago  University,  who  taught  him  Hebrew;  Prof.  Wright, 
of  Boston  University,  was  his  Greek  instructor,  and  also  Prof.  Townsend  of 
the  same  institution.  After  this  he  pursued  the  conference  course  of  study 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  McClintock  Post-Graduate 
association  for  several  years.      In  1873  he  entered  the  ministry  and  has  been 
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engaged  in  the  same  without  a  pause  since,  having  filled  out  his  full  terms 
and  is  now  on  his  third  year  in  Valparaiso.  He  has  a  fine  church  and  a  large 
membership.  As  a  pastor  he  gets  very  near  to  his  people,  and  has  ever 
sought  to  develop  the  highest  type  of  social  life  of  the  church.  He  has  made 
himself  the  personal  friend  of  each  member  of  his  congregation,  sympathizing 
with  them  in  trouble  and  joyful  with  them  in  their  gladness.  He  is  a  forcible 
speaker,  generally  writing  his  sermons,  but  using  his  quick  thoughts  and 
ready  speech  in  delivering  them,  without  referring  to  the  manuscript.  In 
1866  he  was  very  happily  married  to  Miss  Mary  Frances  Mark,  a  native  of 
Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  made  many  friends,  not  only  in  their  own 
church,  but  in  all  denominations,  and  are  highly  esteemed. 


>••••- 


JOHN  M.    FELTON. 

John  M.  Felton,  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Porter  County, 
Indiana,  who  has  held  many  official  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
among  them  county  clerk,  and  treasurer  of  the  county,  was  born  January  6, 
1834:,  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents,  William  and 
Margaret  (Mourer)  Felton,  were  natives  of  that  State  also,  and  of  Scotch- 
Irish  and  German  extraction,  respectively.  On  coming  to  this  country  the 
Felton  family  settled  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  grandfather,  Robert 
Felton,  died  in  Huntingdon  County,  that  State.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Adam  Mourer,  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  followed  that  for  the  most  part  all 
his  life.  He  died  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  railroad  man.  In  his  early  life  he  drove  a  stage.  Later  he 
became  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  one  of  the  men  to  survey  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  R.  R.  This  was  a  very  difiicult  task,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to 
get  through  with  the  route.  His  death  occurred  at  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1862,  and  the  mother  followed  him  to  the  grave  in  1871.  To  their  marriage 
were  born  seven  children,  fiveof  whom  survive:  John  M. ;  Samuel;  Mrs.  William 
Blair ;  George  C,  the  station  agent  at  Sun  bury,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary.  John  M. 
Felton,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Westmoreland   County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
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there  remained  until  about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  county  and  at  an  early  age  learned  civil  engineering, 
being  employed  later  on  as  surveyor  on  the  railroad  from  Blairsville  to  Indi- 
ana, Pennsylvania.  Afterward,  or  in  1856,  he  was  employed  on  the  Memphis 
&  Charleston  Railroad,  and  was  one  of  the  party  that  laid  out  the  city  of 
Corinth,  this  being  before  any  timber  was  cut.  In  1857  he  came  west  and 
helped  survey  the  P.,  Ft.  W.  &  C.  E.  R.  from  Grovertown  to  Chicago.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  his  native  State  and  assisted  in  surveying  the  road 
from  Cresson  Springs  to  Ebensburg.  In  1860  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1874,  when 
he  was  elected  County  Treasurer.  He  then  disposed  of  his  store  and  held 
that  office  for  four  years,  conducting  the  financial  business  of  the  county  in  a 
very  able  and  efficient  manner.  In  1883,  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  and  follows  this  at  the  present  time, 
his  son,  Robert,  being  connected  with  him  in  the  business.  Their  barn  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  business  interests 
of  Valparaiso.  Previous  to  engaging  in  the  livery  business  Mr.  Felton  was 
elected  County  Clerk,  and  held  that  position  for  four  years.  He  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  county  and  is  universally  respected.  Mr.  Felton 
was  married  in  1863  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Marshall,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  the  union:  Robert  and  Elizabeth  M.  As  a  Democrat 
Mr.  Felton  is  well  known  throughout  the  county,  although  his  father  was  a 
Republican.  He  had  two  brothers  in  the  Civil  War,  and  one,  Robert,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg  in  February,  1865.  Mr.  Felton  lost  his 
wife  in  1873.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church. 


'  •••  < 


ROBERT   P.  JONES.     , 

Ohio  numbers  many  representatives  among  the  best  class  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  and  not  least  among  these  is  R.  P.  Jones,  ex-Sheriff  of  Porter  County. 
He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  prominent  and  enterprising  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Valparaiso,  and  no  one  is  more  worthy  of  note  than  he,  who  has 
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now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Oliio,  October  3,  1824,  and  is  a  sou  of  Jonathan  S.  and  Lydia  W. 
(Phares)  Jones,  both  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  Jones  family  came 
from  Maryland  and  the  Phares  from  New  Jersey,  and  both  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  Ohio.  Some  members  of  the  Jones  family  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  nearly  all  were  farmers  by  occupatiou,  there  being  a  few  exceptions, 
however,  one  of  our  subject's  uncles  being  a  banker  in  Worcestei",  Ohio,  and 
another  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
removed  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  to  Union  County,  that  State,  and  there 
remained  until  ISil,  when  they  removed  to  Porter  County,  Indiana.  They 
came  through  by  wagon  and  our  subject  preceded  them  about  six  weeks,  walk- 
ing all  the  way  and  stopping  nights  wherever  he  could  get  permission  to  do  so. 
After  stopping  a  day  or  so  in  Valparaiso  he  went  on  the  farm  in  Liberty 
township,  this  county,  this  farm  having  been  pvirchased  by  the  father  a  short 
time  before.  About  twenty  acres  of  this  farm  had  been  improved  and  a  small 
cabin  erected.  In  this  the  family  lived  until  they  could  make  better  improve- 
ments, and  here  the  parents  passed  their  last  days,  the  father  dying  in  1855 
and  the  mother  in  1878.  To  their  marriage  were  born  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  two  sons  and  three  daughters  are  now  living : 
Robert  P.  (our  subject);  Mrs.  Hyland,  of  Wheeler  Station;  Allen  P.,  of 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Margaret  Kipling,  of  Colorado;  and  Mrs.  Ly^dia  E.  Bi'own,  of 
Nebraska.  Five  sons — Erasmus  J.,  John  R.,  Allen  P.,  Benjamin  D.,  and  Jon- 
athan S. — were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  War,  and  four  of  them  died  while  in 
service.  Jonathan  S.  contracted  consumption  and  died  shortly  after  return- 
ing from  the  army;  John  P.  died  in  the  Nashville  hospital;  Erasmus  died  in 
the  Vicksburg  hospital,  and  Benjamin  died  at  New  Orleans.  The  original  of 
this  notice  was  trained  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm  at  an  early  age,  and 
received  a  limited  education  in  the  district  school,  taught  in  a  primitive  log 
cabin,  with  slabs  for  seats  and  greased  paper  for  window  lights.  After  coming 
to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  he  remained  on  the  farm  until  1867,  and  then 
moved  to  Valparaiso,  of  which  city  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  was 
married  in  1845,  May  14,  to  Miss  Clarissa  Dillingham,  and  three  children 
were  given  them:  Samantha  A.,  wife  of  H.  J.  Patrick,  of  Valparaiso;  Lyman 
D.,  who  died  March,  1873,  and  Lydia  L.,  who  died  in  1880.  Mr.  Jones 
moved  to  Valparaiso  in  order  to  educate  his  children,  and  engaged  in  the 
leather  business,  but  only  carried  it  on  for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  elected 
City  Marshal,  serving  in  that  capacity  four  years  and  ten  months.  He  then 
19 
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resigned  and  entered  the  sheriff's  office  as  deputy,  holding  that  position  for 
over  two  years.  In  1872  he  was  elected  Sheriff,  and  so  capably  did  he  fill 
that  position  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1874,  serving  until  1877.  After  this 
he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  which  he  carried  on  for  three  years, 
but  during  that  time  he  lost  his  daughter  and  he  then  retired,  although  he 
has  been  kept  quite  busy  since  settling  estates,  etc.  He  has  accumulated  a 
competency  and  can  now  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 


)•••- 


ROSCOE  C.  JONES. 

KoscOE  C.  Jones,  abstracter,  of  the  firm  of  Norris  &  Jones,  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  was  born  in  this 
county  April  5,  1862,  and  has  been  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  people 
of  the  same  all  his  life.  His  parents,  John  and  Rebecca  (Morrison)  Jones, 
were  early  settlers  of  Indiana,  and  especially  of  Porter  County,  where  the 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  He  was  accidentally 
killed  July  4,  1863,  by  a  team  of  horses  running  away  with  him  when  he  was 
on  a  reaper.  He  fell  in  front  of  the  sickle.  Five  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  William  P.,  James  E.,  Elizabeth,  Lucetta,  and  Eoscoe  C.  The  last- 
named,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  fai'm 
at  au  early  age,  and  obtained  a  good  education  at  the  public  and  Normal 
schools  of  Valparaiso.  Later  he  supplemented  this  by  a  business  course,  and 
in  1880  located  in  Valparaiso,  where  he  turned  his  hand  to  anything  in  which 
he  could  make  an  honest  dollar.  For  about  a  year  he  was  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  store  of  C.  H.  Berry,  and  then  realizing  that  he  could  not  get  too 
much  of  a  good  thing,  he  again  attended  school.  He  was  level-headed  and 
ambitious,  and  saw  that  education  wRsthe  open  sesame  to  the  storehouse  of  riches 
and  success.  Hence  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  gathering  practical  knowledge. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  for  some  time  deputy  recorder  under  William  C. 
Wells,  and  then  was  employed  in  the  hardware  business  by  Haste  &  Holletts. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  abstract  business,  and  has  followed  this  since,  doing 
a  good  business.     Mr.  Jones  is  a  self-made  man  in  all  that  the  term  implies, 
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for  all  his  accumulations  are  the  result  of  hard  labor  on  his  part.  He  is  a 
candidate  for  the  nomination  of  recorder  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  stands 
a  good  chance  of  filling  that  position.  Mr.  Jones'  happy  domestic  life  began 
June  5,  1888,  when  Miss  Delia  Sergeant  became  his  wife.  Both  are  worthy 
members  of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  active  workers  in  the  same.  Mr.  Jones' 
mother,  who  now  resides  in  Valparaiso,  still  owns  the  old  homestead,  consist- 
ing of  80  acres,  in  Pleasant  Township,  this  county. 


-•  •••  < 


JACOB  LINK. 

The  career  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  but  another 
evidence  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  those  of  foreign  birth  who  seek  a 
home  and  fortune  on  the  free  soil  of  America.  He  possesses  the  push,  enter- 
prise and  energy  for  which  his  countrymen  are  noted,  and  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence he  has  been  successful  in  the  accumulation  of  means,  and  has  won  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing  that  is  in  every  respect  justly  merited. 
He  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  November  23,  1823, 
his  parents  being  Jacob  and  Mary  Link.  In  the  family  there  were  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  a  daughter  by  a  former  marriage,  named 
Mary.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  were  as  follows:  Jacob;  Chris- 
tian, who  was  born  October  21,  1825;  Agnes,  born  November  11,  1827;  Bar- 
bara, born  December  5,  1829;  J.  W.,  born  September  8,  1832,  in  mid-ocean. 
On  the  second  of  October  the  family  arrived  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  at  once 
made  their  way  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  September  16,  1837,  when  they  started  for  Attica,  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
which  place  they  reached  October  2,  1837.  During  the  stay  of  the  family  in 
Columbiana  County,  Mr.  Link  leased  a  three-acre  tract  of  land,  and  built  thereon 
a  log  house  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived.  While  there  he  labored  by  the  day 
for  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity;  also  doing  some  carpenter  work,  a  trade  whichi 
he  had  learned  in  Germany.  Upon  his  removal  to  Seneca  County  he  bought 
240  acres  of  woodland,  and  this  land  he  and  his  son  cleared  and  improved 
with  excellent  buildings.     Mr.  Link,  remained  on   this  farm  until  his  death. 
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which  occurred  on  Aiigust  20,  1840,  in  the  51st  year  of  his  age.     His  widow 
continued  to  make  her  home  on  this  farm  until  1879,  when  she  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.     Jacob  Link,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Christian,  took  charge  of  the  old  home  farm  after 
the  death  of  their   father,   and  by  industry  and   economy  they  paid   off  what 
debt  there  was  on  the  place.     Of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  only  himself,  John 
and  Barbara  are  living.     lu  1850  Jacob  Link  was  married  to  Catherine  Zim- 
merman, a  daughter  of    Michael   and  Koegane  Zimmerman,  who   came  from 
Wurtemburg,  Germany.     Mrs.  Link  was  one  of  four  children,  and  bore  Mr. 
Link  nine  children:  Ella,  born  June  7,  1852,  married  Levi  J.  "Wolf,   March 
14,  1872,  and  has  five  sons  and  one  daughter;  William  N.,  born  February  23, 
1857,  married  Sarah  Jardine,  and   has   four  children;  Michael,  born  Novem- 
ber 24,  1858,  married  Emma  Hill,  and   has   two  children;  Frank,  born  April 
3,  1860,  married  Kinnie  Burroughs,  in  1880,  and  has  four  children ;  Mary, 
born  January  2,  1862,  married  Frank  Olds,  February  25,  1886;  Charles,  born 
March  25,  1866,  married  Clara  Beach;  Emma,  born  April  28,  1864,  married 
A.  T.  Rogers  and  has  two  children;  Elvin,    born  April   23,   1868;  Edwin  C, 
born  June  17,  1870.     The   mother  of  these  children  was  called  from   life  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  iu  1873  Mr.  Link  took  for  his  second 
wife  Margery  Kelso,  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Stuart)  Kelso,  she  being 
one  of  their  eight  children.     Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Link  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  other,  Florence,  was 
born  October  16,  1882.      Mr.  Link  came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  in  1853, 
from  Terre  Haute,  where  he  worked  as  a  mill-wright  and  carpenter,  and  fol- 
lowed the  latter  occupation  in  this  section  until   1854;  but  during  a  portion 
of  1855  gave  his  attention  to  mill-wrighting   and  also  to  contracting  on  Door 
prairie.     In  the  spring  of  1856  he  built  two  houses   in   Green  County,  Wis- 
consin, but  since  that   time  has  not  gone  out  of  Porter   County  to  labor.     In 
1857  he  and  his  brother  Christian   built  a  saw-mill   iu   partnership,  and  this 
Jacob  operated  until  1863.     Prior  to  this,  in    1854,  he  and  his  brother  had 
built  a  saw-mill  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Ohio,  which  is  there  now,  owned  by 
John,  the  youngest  brother.     Jacob    and  Christian   Link,  in  1860,  built   a 
grist-mill   at  Attica,    Ohio,  which  they  operated  over  three  years,    but  then 
traded  it,  and  in  1863  built  a  mill  at  Van  Wert,  which  they  sold  after  operat- 
ing it  about  a  year.     The  laud  which  they  purchased  here  soon  after  com- 
prised 550  acres,  and  was   slightly  improved.      In   this   respect  Mr.  Link  has 
greatly  increased  it  in  value,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  his  section  of 
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the  country.  He  has  now  384  acres  of  as  good  land  as  lies  in  the  county,  and 
everything  about  it  indicates  that  he  is  a  man  of  great  thrift  and  energy. 
In  his  youthful  days  he  received  only  about  one  year's  schooling;  but  since 
that  time  he  has  made  such  good  use  of  his  advantages  that  to-day  he  is  an 
intelligent  citizen,  whose  conversation  is  of  the  most  pleasing  and  instructive 
character.  He  is  a  Eepublican  in  politics,  and  in  1886  was  elected  Commis- 
sioner of  Porter  County,  receiving  a  re-election  in  1890.  He  also  served  for 
a  short  time  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Link  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith, 
but  at  the  present  time  is  not  a  communicant.  He  is  a  patron  of  law  and  order, 
believes  in  the  education  of  the  masses,  and  is  wide-awake  and  progressive  in  all 
his  views.  The  Kelso  family  are  residents  of  Michigan,  in  which  State  the 
father  and  mother  died  in  1876  and  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  and  seventy-five 
years,  respectively. 


-••••< 


JONATHAN   KIMBALL. 

The  Buckeye  State  has  furnished  Porter  County  with  many  of  her  promi- 
nent men,  and  not  least  among  them  is  Jonathan  Kimball,  a  progressive  and 
enterprizing  citizen.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  Kimball  family  are  of 
German  extraction,  the  patei'nal  great-grandfather  having  come  thither  from 
that  country.  It  is  supposed  that  Grandfather  Kimball's  name  was  Jonathan 
and  all  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  knows  of  his  father's  people  is  that  his 
father,  with  several  brothers,  removed  to  the  Hocking  Valley,  in  Ohio,  at  an 
early  date.  Jonathan  Kimball,  father  of  our  subject,  had  three  bi'others: 
Solomon,  George  and  Jacob,  all  of  whom  lived  in  southern  Ohio.  The  father 
was  born  May  11,  1790,  and  was  married  to  Hannah  Reynolds,  born  Septem- 
ber 10,  1797.  They  remained  in  the  Hocking  Valley  until  1850,  when  they 
removed  to  near  Ligonier,  Indiana,  where  they  made  their  home  for  a  few 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  returned  to  their  former  home  in  Ohio. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children:  Hannah,  born  in  1811;  Oliver 
P.,  born  in  1814;  Delilah,  born  in  1817;  George,  born  in  1819;  Nancy,  born 
in  1821;  Wesley,  born  in  1823;  Mary  A.,  born  in  1826;  Jonathan,  born  in 
1828;    Burton,  born  in  1831;    James,  born  in  1832;    Hannah,  born  in  1836; 
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Amanda,  born  in  1839;  and  Lovina,  born  in  1841.  Of  these  there  are  now 
living,  Jonathan,  Hannah,  Nancy,  Lovina  and  Burton.  Jonathan  Kimball, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  later  married  to  Amanda  Potter,  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  died  when 
young,  with  the  exception  of  Wesley  and  Frank,  the  former  of  whom  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children,  and  the  latter  also  married  and  has  three  boys 
living  and  one  dead.  Both  brothers  live  near  Holden,  Kansas.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Kimball  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Malinda 
Wolf,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Eliza  Ann  Wolf.  Mrs.  Kimball  was  born  March 
24,  1842,  and  has  borne  her  hiisbaud  eight  children,  three  of  whom  died  young. 
Laura  was  born  in  1866.  The  other  children  were  Emerson,  born  in  1862; 
Effie,  born  in  1863;  Elmer  Ell.,  born  in  1869;  Alta  Muesetta,  born  in  1878; 
Gerald  C,  born  1875;  Dallas  C,  born  in  1878;  and  Myrtle  M.  B.,  born  in 
1881.  Laura  married  Lincoln  Crumpacker,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  and 
by  her  present  husband,  John  Vanslow,  also  had  a  child — Laura — who  died 
in  1893.  Mr.  Kimball  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  from  1850  to  1857 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Ligonier,  Indiana,  where  he  successfully  followed 
that  occupation.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Cass  County,  Missouri,  but  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  there,  he  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives.  This  land  when  purchased  was  covered  with  heavy  timber  and 
amounted  to  forty  acres,  and  this  he  cleared  and  sold.  He  later  bought  other 
tracts  until  he  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  268  acres,  all  of  the  improvements  on 
which  he  made  for  himself,  and  which  are  of  the  best  kind.  He  has  a  fine 
country  residence  and  as  good  barns  and  other  buildings  as  one  need  wish  to 
have.  Although  his  early  educational  advantages  were  limited  he  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  a  class  of  people  who,  from  the  most  unfavorable 
circumstances,  have  made  their  way  in  the  world  by  their  own  individual 
merit,  and  now  in  his  green  old  age  can  look  back  over  a  life  well  spent. 
He  is  a  Republican  politicalh',  is  a  steadfast  adherent  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  is  in  every  respect  a  man  among  men  in  his  section. 
His  native  sense  of  fairness  and  good  judgment  have  placed  him  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  with  whom  he  has  cast  his  lot,  and  no  better  example 
of  the  high  type  of  American  civilization  can  be  found  than  within  his  pleasant 
and  hospitable  home. 
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WHEELER   RICH. 

The  calling  of  the  farmer  has  been  known  and  honored  from  the  earliest 
ages  and  as  a  usual  thing  men  of  honorable  and  humane  impulses,  as  well  as 
those  of  energy,  thrift  and  honesty  have  been  "patrons  of  husbandry."  In 
Wheeler  Rich  these  attributes  are  pronounced,  and  he  is  now  in  independent 
circumstances.  It  is  supposed  that  the  early  members  of  the  family  came 
from  one  of  the  Carolinas  and  settled  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  nearly  a  century  ago.  The  paternal  grandfather  died  from  overwork 
while  endeavoring  to  clear  his  woodland  farm  and  make  a  home  for  himself 
and  family,  his  death  being  very  sudden.  His  wife  was  formerly  a  Miss  Davis, 
and  their  marriage  took  place  while  they  were  in  the  Carolinas.  Their 
children  were  Tillman,  Phoebe,  John,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Keziah,  Davis, 
William  and  Joseph,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead,  as  well  as  the  father  and 
mother,  with  the  exception  of  Keziah,  who,  when  last  heard  from,  was  living 
in  Benton  County,  Indiana.  After  the  death  of  the  father  the  mother  came, 
with  her  family,  to  Fayette  County,  Indiana,  where  they  tilled  the  soil  until 
their  removal  to  Eush  County.  Davis,  one  of  the  sons  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married  while  in  Fayette  County  to  Margaret  Kolb, 
daughter  of  Richard  Kolb,  and  moved  soon  after  to  Rush  County,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  at  which  he  was  quite  successful.  While 
in  that  section  all  his  children  were  born,  their  names  being  as  follows: 
Wheeler,  Silas,  Tillman,  Leanna,  Charity,  Elizabeth,  John,  Mary,  Josephus, 
Margaret  and  Rebecca.  All  their  children  married  and  reared  families  of 
their  own  except  Mary,  who  died  in  earlj'  womanhood,  the  affianced  wife  of  a 
promising  young  man  of  the  neighborhood.  Silas  first  wedded  Amanda  Mock, 
by  whom  he  had  five  children,  and  after  her  death  Mary  A.  Hyatt  became  his 
wife  and  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living.  Tillman 
married  Mary  E.  Jordan,  and  had  one  son.  Leanna  married  John  Gray,  and 
became  the  mother  of  five  children,  and  after  his  death  she  married  Silas  Scott 
of  Kokomo,  Indiana.  Charity  married  Benj.  Bittuer.  Eliza  married  Charles 
Saul  and  has  four  children.  Margaret  married  Abraham  Kerlee,  has  four 
children,  and  Rebecca  married  Addison  Petro,  who  lives  in  Kokomo,  Howai'd 
County,  Indiana,  and  has  seven  children.     AVheeler  Rich  was  born  on  Octo- 
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ber  17,  1830,  in  Kush  County,  Indiana,  and  at  tlie  age  of  twenty  was  married 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Petro,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Sutton)  Petro,  being 
one  of   their  ten   children:     Anker,  Mary,  John,  James,  Ivy,  Nancy,  David, 
Eebecca,  Michael  and  Sarah,  only  five  of  whom  are  living — Mrs.  Rich,  David, 
in  Nebraska;    Michael,  in  Missouri;    Nancy  Needham,   in  Iowa,  and  Mary 
(Dearth)  of  Lake  County,  Indiana.     After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rich  left  Rush 
County  and  located  on  the  farm  in  Porter  County,  on  which  he  is  now  living, 
which  then  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  woodland,  and  on  which  no  buildings 
of  any  kind  had  been  erected.     Near  by  were  several  old  log  cabins,  one  of 
which  the  family  occupied  while  their  house  was  being  erected.     It  was  a 
round  log  structure  18x20  feet,  one  story  in  height  with  a  clap-board  roof,  and 
this  house  was  occupied  by  them  from  1851  to  1866,  but  sickness  and  bad 
luck  financially  caused  them  to  remove  to  Lake  County,  where  they  rented 
land  for  some  time.     All  their  personal  effects  were  conveyed  thither  in  one 
wagon  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen.     They  now  have  in  their  possession  a  set 
of  splint  bottom  chairs  which  were  brought  by  them  from  Rush  County  and 
which  today  are  doing  good  service  and  are  in  good  condition,  though  they 
have  been  moved  many  times.     The  family  remained  in  Lake  County  about 
four  years  then  returned  to  their  farm,  which  they  at  once  began  to  clear  and 
improve.     They  now  have   225   acres  of  fine  farming  land,  on  which  they 
erected  a  commodious,  comfortable  and  convenient  residence  in  1866,  and 
besides  this  have  made  many  improvements  in  out  buildings,  erecting  in  1871 
a  fine  barn,  which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  very  finest  in  the  county,  and 
now  has  an  excellent  sheep,  implement  and  hay  barn.     He  has  taken  much 
interest  in  improving  his  stock,  and  on  all  hands  it  may  be  seen  that  he  is  a 
man  of  progressive  and  enterprising  views.     He  is  an  intelligent  and  well 
posted  man,  is  a  Democrat  politically,  though  a  very  conservative  one,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.     He  is  a  patron  of  all  good 
movements   and  is  especially  in  favor  of  the  education  of  the  masses.     His 
farm,  perhaps,  contains  as  much  underdrained  land  as  any  other  farm  in  the 
county,  for  on  some  of  the  low  lands  he  has  miles  of  tiling,  and  has  raised 
100  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  on  land  which  without  underdraiuing  would  be 
worthless.      He  is  undeniably  a  model  farmer,  and  it  is  to  men  of  his  like  that 
the  country  must  look  for  progressive  ideas  in  the  honorable  occupation  of 
husbandry.     He  and  his  good  wife  are  in  possession  of  sufficient  worldly  goods 
to  render  their  future  ease  and  comfort  assured,  and  can  look  back  without 
regret,  over  a  life  of  usefulness  and  forward  to  a  green  old  age,  secure  in  the 
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love  and  good  will  of  numerous  friends.  They  have  ever  been  childless,  but 
nevertheless  they  have  stamped  their  individuality  on  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  and  will  long  be  remembered  when  they  shall  have  passed  from 
among  the  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eich  have  always  shown  a  keen  sympathy 
for  orphan  children  and  have  raised  two,  who  are  now  married  and  whose 
names  are  Anna  and  William  Cissna.  Anna  married  a  prominent  farmer  and 
"William  is  a  farmer  and  is  .proiiting  by  the  good  example  set  before  him. 
His  motto  is:  "By  industry  we  thrive;  by  economy  we  prosper." 


•  ••' 


HERMAN   W.   SALLWASSER. 

Herman  W.  Sallwasser,  clerk  of  the  courts,  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  La 
Porte  County,  Indiana,  whose  intelligence,  enterprise  and  energy,  with  many 
other  estimable  qixalities  have  secured  for  him  a  popularity,  not  derived  from 
any  factitious  circumstance,  but  a  permanent  and  spontaneous  tribute  to  bis 
merit.  He  was  born  in  Doberau,  Germany,  February  2,  1861,  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Henry  Sallwasser  and  Dorothea  Peters,  both  natives  of  the  old  country 
but  now  residents  of  LaPorte,  Indiana.  They  came  to  this  country  in  June, 
1866,  and  the  father  has  since  followed  the  carpenter  and  joiner  trade,  being 
now  in  the  employ  of  the  M.  Rumely  Company.  Herman  W.  Sallwasser  is 
one  of  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  survive,  he  being  the  eldest  of  the  sur- 
vivors. Three  died  in  Germany  and  three  in  America.  Bertha  married 
Ewald  Luetky  and  resides  in  LaPorte;  Gust  resides  in  the  city  of  Chicago; 
John  resides  in  LaPorte,  and  has  been  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  M.  Rumely 
Company;  and  Matilda  Bielefeldt  resides  in  LaPorte.  Herman  W.  Sall- 
wasser was  educated  in  the  German  Lutheran  and  public  schools  of  LaPorte, 
and  after  reaching  mature  years,  or  in  1878,  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  to 
Charles  Spaeth.  Charles  S.  McChang  succeeded  Spaeth,  and  our  subject 
served  as  his  deputy.  In  1888  the  latter  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  without  opposition  as  clerk  of  the  courts.  There  was  no  nominee  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  Mr.  Sallwasser  was  elected  by  six  thousand  major- 
ity.    He  served  four  years  and  was  nominated  for  the  same  position  in  1892, 
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bis  opponent  being  Oliver  Bailey.  He  was  the  only  candidate  on  the  ticket 
elected,  and  he  had  nearly  five  hundred  majority,  thus  showing  his  great  pop- 
ularity. He  is  well  liked  in  the  community,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles,  and  has  served  on  several  important  committees.  In 
the  year  1886  he  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Held,  who  bore  him  two 
children,  twins,  George  and  Lydia,  born  October,  1886.  The  former  died 
when  nine  months  old,  but  the  latter  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Sallwasser  died  in 
April,  1891,  and  Mr.  Sallwasser  selected  his  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  Edinger,  a  daughter  of  Ernest  Fickweiler. 


•  ••• ' 


HORACE  P.   ELLSWORTH. 

LaPorte  County  is  an  Eden  of  fine  farms  and  agricultural  tracts.  There 
are  comparatively  few  very  small  tracts,  and  each  farmer  tries  to  outdo  his 
neighbor  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  laud.  Of  the  many  fine 
attractive  places  none  is  more  conspicuous  than  that  belonging  to  Horace  P. 
Ellsworth  and  located  in  Union  township.  He  has  106  acres  of  laud,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  born  August  7,  1832,  and  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Lucy  (Proctor)  Ellsworth,  both  natives  of  Deering,  New 
Hampshire,  the  former  born  in  1798,  and  the  latter  in  1800.  About  1830  this 
worthy  couple  moved  to  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  and  from  there  to 
LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  in  1844.  The  father  was  educated  in  his  native 
State  and  began  teaching  school  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  continuing  this 
every  winter  in  the  disti'ict  schools  of  the  neighborhood  for  many  years.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  was  a  life-long 
Democrat,  voting  from  Jackson  down  to  Buchanan.  He  was  a  schoolmate  of 
President  Pierce.  This  much  esteemed  citizen  passed  away  on  the  27tli  of 
January,  1857,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  February  27,  1884. 
Their  children,  five  in  number,  are  now  living,  and  our  subject  was  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  people  came  to 
LaPorte  County,  and  the  principal  part  of  his  education  was  received  in  the 
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district  schools  of  Chautauqua  County,  New  York.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  left  the  parental  roof  and  went  to  Mishawaka,  where  he  served  a  three 
years'  apprenticeship  for  Chapin  &  Graham,  receiving  the  first  year  forty  dol- 
lars, sixty  the  second,  and  eighty  the  third.  He  went  there  in  March,  1852, 
and  had  completed  his  first  wagon  in  June.  Returning  to  Kingsbury  in  1856 
he  started  a  shop,  and  here  he  has  since  resided,  working  exclusively  at  his 
trade  until  1865  when  he  began  tilling  the  soil.  He  has  a  well-stocked  farm 
of  106  acres,  and  is  classed  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  his  section.  Mr. 
Ellsworth  was  agent  for  the  Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  Kailroad,  then  known  as 
Chicago  &  Lake  Huron,  for  eight  years,  and  subsequently  was  an  extensive 
grain  buyei-,  shipping  larger  quantities  than  any  others  in  the  vicinity.  He 
was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Helen  Collings  of  Union  Township,  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  B  Collings,  who  was  a  native  Ohioan.  Previous  to  this  union  our 
subject  had  married  Miss  Nancy  A.  Moon,  of  St.  Joseph  County,  who  bore 
him  two  children:  Frank  H.,  born  May  29,  1854,  and  resides  in  Union  Town- 
ship; and  Harriet,  born  April  14,  1856,  married  D.  E.  AVinchell,  and  resides 
at  Stillwell.  To  our  subject's  second  marriage  were  born  five  children,  three 
of  whom  survive:  Turpie  H.  was  bom  February  18,  1863,  and  died  October 
23,  1863;  Loretta  O.,  boru  October  14,  1864,  married  Fred  McClung,  deputy 
clerk,  who  resides  in  LaPorte;  Henry  P.,  born  October  4,  1869,  resides  in 
Union  Township;  Ora,  born  October  1,  1875,  is  at  home,  and  Lucy  E., 
boru  December  28,  1877,  died  November  6,  1879.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Ellsworth  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  voted  for  every  presidential  candidate  from 
Buchanan  down  to  Cleveland.  He  served  as  Trustee  for  two  terms.  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  four  years,  and  has  held  other  local  positions.  He  is  a  great  reader 
and  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  have  fif- 
teen grandchildren,  and  it  is  the  delight  of  this  worthy  couple  to  have  a  reun- 
ion of  this  large  and  interesting  family  every  year.  During  the  cyclone  July 
2,  1878,  Mrs.  Ellsworth  lost  a  sister,  and  Loretta  Barney,  a  niece,  aged  eigh- 
teen years,  and  Edward  Collings  a  cousin,  aged  twenty-two  years  and  Mr. 
Ellsworth  had  an  exciting  experience,  narrowly  escaping  death. 


•  •••  • 
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DR.    ROBERT  B.    SHORT. 

Db.  Egbert  B.  Shoet,  a  resident  physican  of  the  pretty  and  active  little 
village,  Union  Mills,  in  Noble  Township,  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  is  a 
Hoosier  by  birth  and  bringing  up,  having  been  born  in  Marshall  County,  near 
Plymouth,  November  25,  1851.  He  is  a  son  of  Gideon  H.  and  Lydia 
(Whited)  Short,  natives  of  Delaware,  and  Ohio,  respectively,  the  father  born 
September  12,  1826.  The  parents  came  to  Indiana  in  1837,  at  a  time  when 
many  new  settlers  were  turning  their  footsteps  in  that  dii-ection,  and  settled 
in  Starke  County,  where  they  remained  for  many  years.  From  there  they 
removed  to  Marshall  County  and  thence  to  Fort  Wayne  in  1887,  where  they 
reside  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Short  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  for  a  man  of  his 
years  and  one  who  saw  severe  service  in  the  Civil  War,  he  is  still  quite  active. 
He  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Indiana  and  was  a  brave  and 
gallant  soldier.  When  sixty-six  years  of  age  he  superintended  the  building 
of  our  subject's  house.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  Our  subject  received 
his  early  education  at  Plymouth,  in  a  country  school,  and  in  1874  began 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Eitchey,  of  Donaldson,  Indiana.  Later,  he  entered 
the  Medical  College  of  Indiana  and  graduated  from  that  institution  iu  1881. 
Going  from  there  to  Bourbon  he  remained  until  the  year  1886,  and  during  that 
time  had  an  excellent  practice.  With  a  view  to  taking  a  claim  in  southwest 
Kansas  he  sold  his  property  and  made  his  way  to  the  Sunflower  State,  expect- 
ing to  practice  his  profession  in  a  neighboring  village.  The  ill  health  of  his 
mother  convinced  him  that  he  should  remain  nearer  home  and  he  decided  to 
locate  at  Union  Mills,  where  he  at  present  resides.  He  has  built  up  an  exten- 
sive practice,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  large  number  of  patrons  constantly  com- 
ing to  his  office,  and  being  a  careful  student  in  his  profession  is  looked  upon 
with  confidence  by  all.  On  the  26th  of  October,  1879,  he  celebrated  his  nup- 
tials with  Miss  Catherine  Wilhamson,  of  Bourbon,  Indiana.  Like  his  father, 
the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Eepublican  in  his  political  views,  but  is  not  an  offen- 
sive partisan.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Commandery  and  the  Blue 
Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  also  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  of  six  sons,  five  of  wdiom  survive :  James,  the  eldest, 
resides  in  Chicago ;  Marcus,  died  iu  infancy ;  Henry  resides  in  Fort  Wayne ; 
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Timothy  resides  iu  Fort  Wayne,  and  Frauk,  the  youugest,  resides  iu  Wells- 
boro,  where  he  is  a  telegraph  operator  in  the  employ  of  the  C.  <fe  W.  M.  R.  R. 
All  are  railroad  men  with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  two  being  engineers, 
one  conductor  and  one  an  operator.  Our  subject  acted  as  junior  grand  war- 
den of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Courthouse 
in  LaPorte,  June  30,  1892. 


>  ••• ' 


WILLIAM   FOSDICK,  D.D.S. 

William  Fosdick,  one  of  the  leading  dentists  of  LaPorte,  was  born  in 
that  city  June  6,  1849.  The  Fosdicks  are  of  an  old  and  prominent  family,  and 
have  been  associated  with  LaPorte  from  its  earliest  history.  George  W.  and 
Mary  Strong  Fosdick,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia,  immigrated  to  the  West  in  1830,  settling  in  Niles,  Michigan.  In 
1836  they  removed  to  LaPorte  County,  located  in  Coolspring  Township,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  George  Fosdick  was  an  industrious  and  honest  man 
and  attained  considerable  prominence.  He  was  for  many  years  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  resided  in  LaPorte  County  until  his  death. 

Although  at  one  time  possessing  considerable  means  he  arrived  at 
LaPorte  County  a  poor  man  as  a  result  of  antipathy  to  the  slave  trade,  having 
liberated  all  his  slaves  before  leaving  Virginia. 

Capt.  John  S.  Fosdick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, born  in  1811.  At  an  early  age  he  started  West  to  seek  his  fortune. 
He  visited  northwestern  Indiana  when  not  a  single  residence  existed  between 
Chicago  and  LaPorte.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  and  afterward 
turned  his  attention  to  dental  surgery,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  of  that  pro- 
fession in  LaPorte  County,  and  was  known  to  the  dental  profession  through- 
out the  United  States.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence,  and  won  to 
an  eminent  degree  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  At  his 
country's  call  he  went  into  the  field  in  1861  and  served  with  Company  G, 
Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  afterward  Captain. 
He  passed  away  in  LaPorte. 
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The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New  Caledonia,  New  York. 
She  died  in  LaPorte,  February  18,  1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years. 

Availing  himself  of  the  educational  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of 
LaPorte,  our  subject  entered  the  office  of  the  LaPorte  "  Herald  "  at  an  early 
age  with  the  view  of  learning  the  printer's  trade.  He  remained  in  the  "  Her- 
ald "  and  "  Union  "  offices  for  about  three  years.  He  then  followed  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father  by  turning  his  attention  to  that  of  dental  surgery,  and  has 
been  in  constant  practice  in  that  profession  to  the  present  time. 

October  29,  1872,  he  married  Louisa  Bernett  Bruer,  also  at  that  time  a 
resident  of  LaPorte,  who  was  born  in  Hornersville,  New  York,  March  21, 
1854.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  are  three  children:  Maude  Vernett,  the 
eldest,  born  September  21,  1873,  married  William  A.  Wilkinson,  and  resides 
in  LaPorte;  Genevieve,  the  second,  born  November  29,  1875,  married  Louis 
M.  Peak,  whose  home  is  in  Chicago;  William  Yale,  the  youngest,  born 
November  14,  1879,  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Dr.  Fosdick  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  dentists  in  LaPorte 
County,  and  enjoys  to  an  eminent  degree  the  prominence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  at  LaPorte  and  LaPorte  Commandery  No.  12. 


'  •••  < 


DR.    FRANK   CHAFFEE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  well  known  and  universally  respected  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  whose  practice,  owing  to  his  acknowledged  ability,  strict 
attention  to  business  and  unimpeachable  integrity,  has  grown  extensively 
since  he  has  located  at  LaPorte,  is  a  native  of  Hudson,  Michigan,  and  was 
born  January  22,  1868.  His  parents  were  the  eloquent  and  universally 
beloved  Baptist  divine,  Eev.  C.  T.  Chaffee,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  Hattie 
E.  (Dennison)  Chaffee. 

Dr.  Chaffee  received  his  early  education  at  various  schools,  finally  gradu- 
ating at  the  Saginaw  High  School  in  1884.     Immediately  after  graduating  he 
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began  the  study  of  medicine  under  competent  instructors.  Intending  to  make 
a  life  work  of  the  practice  of  the  healing  art,  no  work  or  sacrifice  was  too  ardu- 
ous for  him  to  undertake.  After  careful  preliminary  preparation  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  graduated  with  honors  in  1888.  By  reason  of  his  proficiency  and  class 
standing  he  obtained  the  position  of  assistant  to  Prof.  Donald  McLean,  a  sur- 
geon of  national  reputation.  Through  his  connection  with  this  noted  surgeon 
he  obtained  advantages  which  but  few  students  receive,  and  which  is  the  founda- 
tion of  his  present  success  in  surgery,  which  is  the  special  branch  for  which  his 
innate  tendencies  and  careful  and  painstaking  studies  have  so  peculiarly  fitted 
him.  Since  locating  at  LaPorto  he  has  taken  a  special  course  of  study  in  dental 
surgery,  this  greatly  adding  to  his  knowledge  of  surgery  about  the  head  and 
face.  Owing  to  success  in  surgical  practice,  in  1892  he  was  appointed  sur- 
geon to  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Eailroad,  an  appointment  which 
only  the  surgeons  best  qualified  ever  receive.  Dr.  Chaffee  has  an  excellent 
library,  and  takes  pride  in  keeping  abreast  of  recent  and  advanced  medical 
thought.  He  is  united  with  the  Nu  Sigma  Nu  Fraternity,  a  high  grade  medi- 
cal association  which  numbers  among  its  members  some  of  the  most  noted 
American  physicians  and  surgeons.  On  February  15,  1893,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Ada  M.  Boles,  an  intelligent  young  lady  whose  charming  manners 
have  endeared  her  socially. 


>  ••• ' 


JOHN   H,   HARDING. 

In  the  early  stages  of  American  history  necessity  goaded  the  wits  of  the 
handful  of  individuals  from  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  sprung, 
and  its  imprint  has  been  left  upon  their  descendents  in  the  shape  of.  great 
mental  activity  and  ingenuity,  which  characterized  them  as  a  race.  Among 
those  who  are  known  as  representative  American  citizens  is  the  name  of 
John  H.  Harding,  superintendent  and  general  manager  of  the  LaPorte  Elec- 
tric Co.,  and  a  heavy  stockholder  in  that  company.  Mr.  Harding  was  born 
in  the  town  of  LaPorte,  Indiana,  August  12,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Lucius  T. 
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Harding,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  lu  LaPorte  our  subject  was 
educated,  and  after  leaving  the  high  school  be  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  near  the  city,  carrying  it  on  until  1883.  After  this  he  purchased 
the  plant  of  the  LaPorte  VanDepoele  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.,  the  same 
then  having  a  thirty  light  dynamo  and  a  twelve  arc  light.  In  1886  he  sold 
a  half  interest  to  A.  J.  Stahl,  and  continued  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Harding,  Stahl  Electric  Co.  In  1890  a  new  stock  company  was  organized. 
Mr.  Harding  was  married  November  13,  1884,  to  Miss  Amelia  Hansen,  daugh- 
ter of  Valentine  Hansen  of  Michigan  City,  and  they  have  one  child,  Bertie. 
Socially  Mr.  Harding  is  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Arcanum,  and  politically  he 
has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  is  an  ardent  Republican. 


>  •  •  •  < 


WILLIAM   H.   WELLER. 

There  is  nothing  which  can  contribute  more  to  the  social,  if  not  to  the 
intrinsic,  importance  of  a  place,  than  a  beautiful  summer  resort.  It  lends  to 
the  locality  a  social  prestige  which  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained.  The 
citv  of  La  Porte  boasts  such  a  resort,  namely:  Stone  Lake  Summer  Resort, 
popularly  known  as  Waller's  Grove,  now  entering  on  its  eighth  season.  It 
comprises  fifteen  acres,  part  of  which  is  a  natural  grove  of  hickories  and  oaks, 
and  is  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  points  in  Indiana,  being  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Michigan,  whose  southwest  shore 
lies  ten  miles  north.  It  is  one  mile  west  of  La  Porte.  Stone  Lake,  which  is 
one  of  a  chain  of  charming  little  lakes,  is  surrounded  by  wooded  bluffs,  or 
sloping  banks ;  has  a  hard  sandy  beach,  its  waters  are  clear  as  crystal,  and 
the  bottom  slopes  gradually  from  the  shore,  thus  affording  a  safe  and  delight- 
ful bathing  place,  even  for  the  smallest  children.  The  Harding  line  of  steam- 
boats plies  between  Pine  and  Stone  lakes,  touching  near  the  city  limits,  and 
taking  in  the  Pine  Lake  Assembly,  Waverly  Beach,  Holmes'  Island  and  Wel- 
ler's  Grove,  which  is  the  nearest  the  city.  The  distinguishing  feature  of 
Weller's  grove,  in  addition  to  the  attractions  usually  found  at  other  resorts, 
is  the  religious  and   literary  atmosphere  that  pervades  it,  and  which  con- 
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stitutes  oue  o£  the  chief  attractions  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  who  come 
here.  This  is  due  to  the  yearly  Assembly  of  New  Church  people  and  their 
friends,  with  their  program  of  religious  and  literary  work.  The  accommo- 
dations of  Weller's  Grove  consist  in  cottage  rooms  and  tents — and  a  few 
rooms  in  the  hotel,  where  are  located  the  dining  rooms  and  kitchen;  also  a 
large  reception  room.  There  are  twelve  cottages,  the  largest  having  twelve 
rooms;  there  are  forty  cottage  rooms  in  addition  to  the  tents.  It  is  the  aim 
of  the  resort  to  furnish  a  good  substantial  home  table,  with  all  that  it  implies. 
The  prime  essentials  of  health — pure  air  and  water — are  found  here,  the 
latter  being  equal,  in  purity  and  health-giving  qualities,  to  the  Waukesha 
water,  it  being  obtained  from  tubular  wells.  William  H.  Weller,  proprietor 
of  this  famous  resort,  was  born  in  England,  September  3,  1834,  and  was  only 
about  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  the  United  States.  His 
father',  Eev.  Henry  Weller,  a  New  Church  pastor,  removed  to  Michigan  when 
our  subject  was  eight  years  of  age,  and  here  the  latter  was  educated.  About 
1847,  young  Weller  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  there  remained  until  1851, 
when  he  came  to  La  Porte  and  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  "Democrat," 
where  he  remained  for  some  time  and  then  entered  the  office  of  the  "Repub- 
lican." From  1854  till  1892  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  most  of  the  time  as  chief  train  despatcher,  on  the  western 
division.  About  two  years  ago,  ou  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Weller  re- 
signed his  position,  devoting  himself  to  the  interests  of  his  summer  resort. 
He  was  married,  in  1861,  to  Miss  Nellie  Thompson,  of  Waterville,  New  York, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  survive.  Mr.  Weller 
knows  well  how  to  entertain  his  guests.  There  are  weekly  musical  entertain- 
ments, excellent  tennis  courts  and  croquet  grounds,  the  lakes  abound  in  fish, 
row-boats  are  plentiful,  and  there  are  excellent  bathing  facilities.  This  place 
is  a  favorite  resort  of  the  j)eople  of  the  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Cleveland, 
Toledo,  and  St.  Louis,  and  was  patronized  during  the  World's  Fair  by  many 
English  people. 


>  •••< 
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SYLYANUS  E.  GROYER. 

Sylvanus  E.  Grover,  the  popular  gentleman,  wliom  "Uncle  Sam"  has 
placed  in  charge  of  the  mail  service  at  La  Porte,  Indiana,  is  well  known  all 
over  the  county,  for  he  was"  born  here,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1835,  and 
the  people  have  had  every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifi- 
cations. He  is  a  man  highly  esteemed  and  respected  in  the  county,  and  an 
acknowledged  leader  in  every  enterprise  that  promises  to  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  section.  The  Grover  family  came  originally  from  the  Empire  State 
and  settled  in  Kentucky  during  the  eighteenth  century.  In  that  State,  Ben- 
jamin Grover,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  July  9,  1758,  and 
there  Josiah  Grover,  the  father  of  Sylvanus  E.,  was  also  born,  June  2,  1804. 
The  latter  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  was  there  married  March  10,  1829,  to 
Miss  Sophia  Evarts,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  1810.  In  the 
year  1831,  he  and  family  moved  to  La  Porte  County,  Indiana,  and  were 
among  the  first  families  to  settle  therein.  Mr.  Grover  purchased  a  farm  near 
Kingsbury,  in  1835,  and  entered  actively  on  his  career  as  an  early  settler. 
By  industry  and  good  management  he  gathered  around  him  many  of  the  com- 
forts of  life  as  the  years  passed  along.  He  and  his  father-in-law,  Dr.  Sylva- 
nus Evarts,  built  the  Union  Mills,  in  1838,  and  conducted  them  successfully 
for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  November  3,  1882.  At  one  time  a  Whig 
in  his  political  views,  upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  espoused 
its  cause  and  remained  with  it  until  his  death.  He  was  a  graduate  of  an 
eastern  college  and  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  Mrs.  Grover 
also  graduated  from  an  eastern  college,  and  is  now  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
She  is  still  a  great  reader  and  her  attainments  are  unusually  good  for  the 
early  period  in  which  she  was  reared.  The  Evartses  were  among  the  early 
New  England  families  and  came  originally  from  England.  Dr.  Evarts,  the 
superintendent  of  a  sanitarium,  at  Cincinnati,  is  Mrs.  Grover's  brother. 
Sylvanus  E.  Grover  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living: — Dr.  Henry  C,  resides  at  Rush  ford,  Minnesota;  Dr.  B. 
A.  Grover,  at  Salina,  Mississippi;  D.  P.,  is  a  prominent  man  in  this  county, 
having  served  as  county  commissioner  and  county  assessor.  He  resides  at 
Kingsbury;  Stephen  K.,  is  connected  with  the  American  Fur  Company,  at 
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Puget  Sound,  Wasbington.  He  served  with  the  Eighty-seventh  Indiana,  was 
an  excellent  marksman,  and  a  sharpshooter.  He  participated  in  numerous 
engagements,  and  was  a  good  and  faithful  soldier.  John  died  in  infancy;  and 
Oscar,  the  youngest,  joined  the  Irish  Brigade,  of  Kankakee  City,  Illinois,  and 
was  captured  at  Lexington.  Later  he  was  exchanged,  and  he  then  joined  the 
Twelfth  Illinois,  and  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Our 
subject's  primary  education  was  received  in  the  old  log  school  house  of 
pioneer  days  and  he  remained  on  the  farm  until  1872.  He  then  came  to  La 
Porte  and  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  until  his  appoint- 
ment as  postmaster,  at  La  Porte,  in  October,  1893.  The  postoffice  was  not 
in  a  very  flourishing  condition  and  Mr.  G rover's  administration  has  been  dis- 
tinguished for  business-like  methods.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  June, 
1858,  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Hupp,  brought  to  him  three  children: — Blanche, 
married  Calvin  C.  Hood  and  resides  in  Monmouth,  Illinois;  Maud,  married 
Harry  Ephlin,  and  resides  in  La  Porte,  and  Clyde,  the  youngest  is  at  home 
and  assists  his  father  in  the  postoffice.  Jacob  Hupp,  father  of  Mrs.  Grover, 
is  another  old  settler  of  La  Porte  County,  coming  here  about  1836.  He  died 
many  years  ago.  Politically,  Mr.  Grover  is  a  Democrat,  and  an  active  party 
worker.  For  several  years  he  was  on  the  township  and  county  committees 
and  at  the  last  presidential  election  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee, 
devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  work  for  three  months.  His  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  James  Buchanan. 


DR.  EBER  L.  ANNIS. 

Few,  perhaps  none,  save  those  who  have  trod  the  arduous  paths  of  the 
profession,  can  picture  to  themselves  the  array  of  attributes,  physical,  mental 
and  moral,  and  the  host  of  minor  qualities  essential  to  the  making  up  of  a 
successful  physician  and  surgeon.  His  constitution  must  needs  be  the  hard- 
iest to  withstand  the  constant  shock  of  wind  and  weather,  the  wearing  loss  of 
sleep  and  rest,  the  ever  gathering  load  of  care,  the  insidious  approach  of 
every  form  of  fell  disease  to  which  his  daily  round  of  duties  momentarily 
expose  him.     Such  a  physician  is  the  one  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
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this  sketch,  and  who  in  his  own  person  so  closely  approaches  the  ideal  we 
have  attempted  to  sketch  above.  Dr.  Eber  L.  Annis  is  a  sou  of  Eber  L.,  Sr., 
and  S.  J.  (Newton)  Annis,  who  came  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  in  1850, 
and  who  still  reside  at  that  place.  There  are  only  two  children  in  the  family, 
and  his  sister,  Martha  Viola,  makes  her  home  with  her  parents  in  LaPorte. 
Our  subject  received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  schools  of  LaPorte,  and  the 
choice  of  a  profession  often  suggested  itself  to  him  while  in  college.  Medi- 
cine or  law  was  the  question.  His  philosophy  pointed  to  the  first  as  the  more 
visefial  and  noble,  and  he  selected  it.  For  three  years  he  studied  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  A.  G.  Stevenson,  and  then  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
from  which  well-known  institution  he  graduated  February  22,  1881.  On  the 
1st  of  March  of  the  same  year  he  began  practicing  in  LaPorte,  and  from  the 
first  his  success  was  assured,  in  this  most  important  science  bearing  upon 
man's  happiness,  comfort  and  welfare.  He  has  siiown  himself  eminently 
worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  all  classes,  and  is  unquestionably 
a  physician  of  decided  merit.  For  two  years  be  served  as  secretary  of  the 
LaPorte  County  Board  of  Health,  and  for  eight  years  was  secretary  of  the 
City  Board  of  Health.  After  the  death  of  Dr.  L.  C.  Rose,  our  subject  siic- 
ceeded  him  as  surgeon  of  the  L.  E.  &  W.  R.  R.  He  served  as  deputy  coroner 
for  four  years,  and  following  this  was  elected  coroner  in  1888,  serving  two 
years.  The  Doctor  served  on  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners,  appointed  by 
Commissioner  Black  in  1885,  and  was  removed  for  "offensive  partisanship"  in 
1889.  In  1893  he  was  re-appointed  by  Commissioner  Lochren,  and  by  a  vote 
of  the  present  board  was  made  its  secretary,  a  position  he  is  now  most  credit- 
ably filling.  Socially  Dr.  Annis  is  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of 
Railway  Surgeons,  the  Tri-State  Surgical  Society  of  the  L.  E.  &  W.  R.  R.,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  secretary  of  the  County  Med- 
ical Society  during  the  existence  of  this  organization.  Politically  he  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and  matrimonially  he  is  only 
wedded  to  his  profession. 


•  ••( 


<yv>ntyJ 
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WILLIAM  NILES.  ESQ. 

The  principal  industries  of  LaPorte,  Indiana,  are  important,  and  are  ably 
and  successfully  carried  on.  The  products  are  such  as  to  secure  for  this  flour- 
ishing city  a  reputation  of  which  any  might  well  be  proud.  Prominent  among 
these  industries  is  that  of  the  Niles  <&  Scott  Company,  manufacturers  of  wood 
and  metal  wheels  for  agricultural  implements.  This  enterprise  was  estab- 
lished in  1870,  incorporated  in  1881,  and  has  a  capital  stock  of  $40,000,  but 
a  much  larger  invested  capital.  The  first  year's  sales  amounted  to  $18,000, 
and  last  year  they  were  $150,000.  The  plant  at  first  consisted  of  but  one 
building,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  iu  January,  1892.  Immediately  after- 
ward it  was  rebuilt,  and  now  consists  of  the  main  building  for  the  wood- 
working department,  machine  shop,  blacksmith  shop,  foundry,  engine  and 
boiler  rooms,  and  several  warehouses.  This  business  annually  consumes 
1,500  tons  of  iron  and  steel,  and  100  men  are  constantly  employed.  The 
monthly  pay  roll  is  $3,500  and  upward.  The  product  for  the  most  part  is 
disposed  of  in  the  Western  States,  especially  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Michigan 
and  Iowa.  Numerous  manufacturing  firms,  including  the  immense  Rumely 
plant  at  LaPorte,  depend  upon  it  for  their  wheel  supplies.  It  is  located  iu  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  city,  near  the  water  works.  Some  of  the  features  of 
the  plant  are:  1st.  The  use  of  the  Sturtevant  apparatus  for  dr}'ing  lumber, 
and  for  heating  the  shops.  2d.  Electrical  equipment  put  in  at  a  cost  of 
$20,000,  including  an  electrical  wheel  forge,  or  welder,  with  a  capacity  of  500 
complete  wheels  per  day.  3d.  Power  used,  four  large  steam  boilers,  three 
steam  engines,  two  hydraulic  machines,  and  4th,  automatic  sprinklers 
throughout  the  shops  for  extinguishing  fires,  and  100  electric  lights. 
Capacity  of  blacksmith  shop  1,000  tires  per  day,  and  of  the  wood  depart- 
ment 500  completed  wheels  per  day.  William  Niles,  president  of  this 
enterprise,  has  long  been  closely  identified  with  the  business  and  social  inter- 
ests of  LaPorte,  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  industry  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  He  was  born  in  LaPorte,  September  27,  1835,  and  is  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  five  children,  one  besides  himself  now  living.  Two,  Jennie  and 
Ella,  died  in  infancy,  and  Henry  died  in  1861.  Mary  Eelief  is  the  wife  of 
Hon.  Emmet  H.  Scott,   whose  sketch  appears   in  this  volume.     Our  subject 
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was  favored  with  fine  educational  opportunities,  attending  Notre  Dame,  Indi- 
ana; Wreutbam,  Massachusetts;  Urbana,  Ohio,  and  finishing  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  1859.  After  this  he  read  law  with  his  father,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1861,  and  practiced  law  at  LaPorte  successfully  for  twenty  years.  In 
the  year  1885  he  married  Miss  Judith  Anderson,  daughter  of  Robert  Ander- 
son, an  old  resident  of  LaPorte,  and  descended  from  the  Douglas  family  of 
Scotland.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Butterworth,  was  a  cousin  of 
the  famous  Gen.  Benjamin  Butterworth,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  fruits  of 
this  union  were  two  daughters:  Mary,  born  November  2,  1886,  and  Sarah 
Isabel,  born  November  8,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Niles  have  an  attractive  home 
at  313  Rose  street,  and  are  surrounded  by  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
life.  They  are  members  of  the  New  Church  at  LaPorte.  Mr.  Niles  is  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Ruth  C. 
Sabin  Home. 


-•  ••• ' 


H.  E.  WADSWORTH. 

H.  E.  Wadsworth,  of  the  firm  of  Wadsworth  &  Kessler,  proj^rietors  of 
the  "Argus,"  a  bright,  uewsj'  sheet,  published  in  the  interests  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  is  a  product  of  the  Hoosier  State,  born  near  Kendal  Iville,  Noble 
County,  March  3,  1839.  This  family  is  an  old  and  prominent  one  in  the 
United  States,  the  first  member  to  cross  the  ocean  from  England  being  "Will- 
iam Wadsworth,  who  reached  this  coast  in  1632.  He  was  a  trader,  and  after 
residing  in  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  for  some  time,  moved  to  Hartford,  where 
he  was  among  the  first  residents.  His  son,  Capt.  Wadsworth,  is  known  in 
history  as  having  determinedly  ordered  his  men  to  "drum,  drum,"  and  when 
the  lights  were  jjut  out  he  seized  the  Connecticut  charter  and  secreted  it  in  the 
hollow  root  of  the  famous  "  Charter  Oak."  The  father  of  our  subject,  E. 
Wadsworth,  was  born  in  Hartford,  and  there  grew  to  mature  j'ears.  When  a 
young  man  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  then  far  West,  and  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  some  time.  Later  he 
moved   to  Noble  County,   Indiana,   and  located  a  farm    in    an   Indian  sugar 
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camp.  In  that  county  were  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  bis  life.  He  was 
married  in  the  Buckeye  State  to  Miss  Phoebe  Ulmer,  a  native  of  Maine,  and 
our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  children  born  to  this  union.  It  is  literally 
true  that  he  "  was  born  among  the  Indians,  in  a  sugar  camp,  and  rocked  iu  a 
sap-trough."  He  received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  subsequently  attended  the  academies  of  that  region,  thus  secur- 
ing a  fair  amount  of  learning.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  age 
of  t\veut}'-five  years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Ligoniei-, 
Indiana,  the  same  county.  From  there  he  removed  to  LaPorte  County  in 
1869  and  established  "  The  Argus,"  in  company  with  J.  B.  StoU,  who  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  the  "South  Bend  Times."  At  that  time  there  was  no  Demo- 
cratic paper  in  northwestern  Indiana,  and  this  filled  a  long  felt  want.  It 
was  then  about  one-half  its  present  size.  Mr.  StoU  was  with  our  subject  over 
a  year,  and  iu  October,  1870,  his  interest  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Wads- 
worth  and  Kessler,  who  are  now  the  members  of  the  firm.  "The  Argus" 
has  always  been  Democratic,  its  editorial  policy  has  been  directed  by  good 
judgment,  and  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  newspapers  in  this  part  of  the 
State  is  well  established.  Mr.  Wadsworth  has  ever  been  an  active  worker  for  the 
interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  paper  he  edits  is  generally  credited  with 
having  had  considerable  to  do  with  changing  the  Republican  majority  of  500  to 
a  Democratic  majority  of  1,000.  Mr.  Wadsworth  served  as  postmaster  during 
President  Cleveland's  first  administration.  Previous  to  this,  iu  1875,  he  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature  a  director  of  the  Northern  Prison,  and  he  had 
the  vote  of  his  party  for  re-election,  but  the  party  was  in  the  minority.  He 
has  served  on  the  State  Central  committee  several  terms,  and  has  filled  other 
important  positions,  but  has  never  been  known  as  an  office-seeker.  In  the  year 
1871  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Van  Akin,  a  native  of  Hudson,  Michigan. 
Three  children  have  been  given  them:  Laura,  Dudley  L.,  who  is  deputy  post- 
master, and  Lula.     All  are  at  home. 


'  ••• ' 
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WILLIAM  LUKEN. 

In  him  is  found  a  man  whose  business  career  is  a  decidedly  interesting 
one,  showing  the  shrewdness,  business  ability  and  competency,  which  can  be 
attained  by  the  natives  of  other  lands.  He  may  be  classed  among  the  citi- 
zens, of  the  section  in  which  he  lives,  as  one  who  lias  carved  his  way  from  a 
modest  beginning  to  the  rank  of  its  prominent  men,  and  as  a  merchant  he 
possessed  excellent  ability,  grafted  upon  a  stock  of  sturdy  honesty,  and  as  he 
was  also  possessed  of  a  goodly  degree  of  those  personal  attributes  that  spring 
from  a  kindly  heart  and  an  honest  purpose,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  his 
patronage  was  extensive  and  among  the  best  people  of  his  section.  March  3, 
1849,  he  was  born  in  Germany,  to  Henry  and  Mary  (Wilkins)  Luken,  being 
the  fifth  oldest  out  of  nine  sisters  and  brothers,  of  whom  eight  are  living 
to-day,  all  in  this  country.  He  was  the  first  one  in  the  whole  family  that 
came  to  the  United  States,  about  1869,  locating  in  Baltimore,  where  he  stayed 
for  about  eleven  years,  working  as  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker  for  about  six 
years,  and  then  he  carried  on  a  grocery  store  until  he  came  to  San  Pierre, 
Starke  County,  Indiana,  where  the  father  had  located  in  1870,  and  purchased 
a  farm,  in  Railroad  Township,  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Pierre,  which  tract  he 
tilled  and  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  The  early  educational  train- 
ing of  William  Luken  was  received  in  his  native  land,  and  in  early  life  he 
became  convinced  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  offered  oppol'tunities  to 
a  young  man  of  energy,  which  his  own  country  could  not  possibly  do,  and  h© 
determined  to  avail  himself  of  these  advantages.  He  landed  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  in  July,  1869,  and  he  there,  at  once,  secured  employment  at  the 
carpenters'  and  cabinet-makers'  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  Germany,  and 
followed  it  for  over  six  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  opened  a  grocery 
store,  and  for  about  three  years  carried  on  a  successful  business.  In  Ajaril, 
1880,  he  disposed  of  his  stock  of  goods  and  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana, 
locating  at  San  Pierre,  where  lie  opened  a  general  mercantile  establishment, 
his  stock  of  goods  being  valued  at  about  $4,000.  He  conducted  a  most  suc- 
cessful business  at  that  place  for  about  fourteen  years,  and  added  a  stock  of 
furniture  and  undertaking  goods,  and  later  dealt  in  farming  implements  and 
machinery,  his  stock  of  goods   amounting  to  about  $8,000,  and   his   annual 
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sales  to  $15,000.  He  disposed  of  his  business  in  February,  1894,  and 
removed  to  North  Judson,  where  he  has  since  lived,  retired  from  the  active 
affairs  of  life.  He  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  considerable  means,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in  La  Porte  County,  besides  property  in 
Chicago,  and  four  lots  in  San  Pierre.  Mr.  Luken  has  led  an  active  life  and 
his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success,  all  the  property  of  which  he  is 
now  possessed  having  been  earned  since  coming  to  Starke  County.  He  was 
married  in  1877  to  Miss  Eliza  Soelter,  a  native  of  Germany,  by  whom  he  has 
a  family  of  eight  children:  Charlotte  M.,  Lizzie  J.  (deceased),  August  F. 
W.  (deceased),  Charley  (deceased),  Adolph  H.,  Lillie  A.,  and  Leroy  C.  and 
Lorena  C.  (deceased),  twins.  Mr.  Luken  became  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P. 
in  Baltimore,  is  independent  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church. 


-  •  •  •  ' 


BENJAMIN  G.  MARTINDALE. 

One  of  the  most  positive  truths  taught  by  modern  science  is  that  mental 
and  physical  qualities  are  hereditary  in  man,  and  this  'statement  of  fact  is  as 
old  as  Moses,  who  declared  that  the  generations  to  come  should  feel  the 
influence  of  the  father's  actions.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended 
from  a  worthy  ancestry,  and  owes  his  vigor  of  body  and  his  strong  men- 
tality to  his  parents  and  his  parents'  parents.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  September  30,  1828,  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Barbara  (Chinoweth)  Mar- 
tindale,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  latter  in 
Virginia.  Jesse  Martindale,  when  a  lad,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
thence  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  of  which  section  they  were  among  the  very 
first  settlers.  In  1886  Jesse  Martindale  and  his  family  removed  to  Miami 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  resided  many  years,  but  he  was  called  from  life  in 
Marshall  County  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Jesse's  grand- 
father, William  Martindale,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Kevolutionai'y  War  and  his 
father,  Moses  Martindale,  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Benjamin  G.  Martindale  was  eight  years  old  at  the  time  his  parents  settled 
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in  Miami  County,  and  there  he  grew  to  man's  estate  on  a  pioneer  farm,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  typical  pioneer  log  cabin  school  house,  in 
which  greased  paper  was  used  for  window  lights,  slab  benches  took  the  place 
of  seats,  and  the  floor  was  made  of  puncheons.  At  that  time  Indians  were 
numerous  in  Miami  County,  and  Peru  was  but  a  straggling  frontier  village, 
but  it  was  among  these  surroundings  that  Mr.  Martindale  attained  a  vigorous 
and  healthy  manhood.  For  a  time  after  his  marriage  he  had  charge  of  the 
old  homestead,  but  later  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  on  rented  land. 
He  finall}'  removed  to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  his 
financial  condition,  but  at  the  end  of  four  years  decided  that  the  Hoosier 
State  suited  him  better,  and  he  returned  to  Miami  County  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land.  Four  years  later  he  settled  in  Marshall  County,  purchasing  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  land,  and  later  made  additional  purchases  until  he  was  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres.  On  this  place  he  continued  to  reside  until 
the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Starke  County  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  280  acres  in  Jackson  Township,  but  has  since  disposed  of 
aboiit  eighty  acres  of  this  land.  The  village  of  To  To  is  located  on  a  portion  of 
his  original  farm,  five  acres  of  which  he  sold  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  also  donated  one-fourth  of  an  acre  for  school  purposes  at  To  To,  in  fact, 
has  endeavored  to  build  up  and  improve  his  section  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  and  has  made  numerous  valuable  improvements  on  his  farm.  He  is  a 
man  of  strong  convictions  and  has  the  courage  to  voice  his  sentiments  when 
occasion  demands  it.  At  the  same  time  he  has  the  greatest  respect  for  those 
who  differ  from  him,  and  among  his  many  friends  are  men  of  all  classes. 
He  strongly  indorses  all  measures  of  morality,  and  in  forty  years  has  not 
tasted  whisky  and  never  tasted  beer.  He  never  had  but  two  chews  of  tobacco 
in  his  mouth,  and  that  was  forty-eight  years  ago,  and  during  the  same  length 
of  time  has  drank  only  five  cups  of  coffee.  He  is  a  conscientious  Christian 
gentleman,  and  during  his  life-time  never  uttered  an  oath.  He  was  married 
April  7,  1849  to  Miss  Margaret  Guyer,  who  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
November  1,  1829,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (Small)  Guyer,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  who  moved  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day  and  later  to  Indiana.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Martindale  have  ten  children:  Constautine  S.,  born  January  11, 
1850;  Medora  I.,  born  October  12,  1851;  Ames  G.,  born  November  1,  1854; 
Mary  E.,  born  September  19,  1856;  Alice  L.,  born  November  2,  1859;  Nel- 
son W.,  born  January  16,  1862;  Viola  A.,  born  August  30,  1864;  Jesse  A. 
and  Merritt  S.  (twins),  born  September  8,  1869,  the  latter  dying  in  1870  and 
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the  former  May  26,  1871,  and  Noah  W.,  boru  January  14,  1873.  Mr.  M.  is 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  It  is  recorded  in  the  family  history  that  repre- 
sentatives of  five  generations  sat  down  to  dinner  at  the  same  time:  Son, 
father,  grandfather,  great-grandfather  and  great-great-grandfather. 


>  •  •  •  ' 


AL0N20   SHARP. 

There  are  those  favorable  opportunities  in  men's  lives,  which,  if  taken 
advantage  of,  will  take  them  far  along  the  road  toward  the  consummation  of 
their  desires,  and,  too,  there  are  those  who  have,  or  seem  to  have,  a  strange 
intuition  of  that  time  and  avail  themselves  of  it.  It  would  seem,  however, 
that  this  aid  does  not  come  to  those  who  ai-e  without  some  ambition  or  fixed 
purpose,  and  determined  effort  invites  success.  Included  in  the  narrow  circle 
of  men  who  have  fought  the  battle  of  life  successfully,  is  Alonzo  Sharp,  who 
was  born  in  Eush  County,  Indiana,  December  1, 1850,  a  son  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Long)  Sharp,  by  whom  he  was  taken  when  about  five  years  old,  to  Starke 
County,  Indiana.  Here  he  reached  man's  estate  on  the  farm  of  which  his  father 
was  the  owner,  in  the  clearing  of  which  he  afterward  lent  valuable  aid.  He 
secured  such  education  as  could  be  obtained  during  the  three  months  winter 
terms  of  school,  in  the  primitive  institutions  of  learning  in  vogue  in  those 
days,  and  summer  months  were  spent  in  following  the  plow,  wielding  the  hoe, 
etc.  He  remained  under  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  the  most  of  the  time  after  he  attained  his  majority 
being  spent  in  working  by  the  month  for  the  various  farmers  of  the  vicinity. 
He  then  began  farming  for  himself  on  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land,  which  he 
continued  to  successfully  till  until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  removed  to 
North  Judson,  purchased  a  lot  and  erected  thereon  a  substantial  residence, 
which  move  was  made  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  wife.  He  ensaeed 
in  various  lines  of  work  for  a  couple  of  years,  including  carpentering,  and  in 
1882  purchased  a  small  outfit  and  opened  a  tin  shop.  From  time  to  time  he 
added  to  his  stock  of  merchandise,  as  his  patronage  warranted,  until  at  the 
present  time  he  has  one  of  the  best  hardware  and  tin  stores  in  Starke  County, 
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bis  stock  of  goods  being  valued  at  aboat  $2,000,  and  does  an  annual  business 
of  $8,000.  He  is  one  of  tbe  wide-awake  and  stirring  citizens  of  Nortb  Jud- 
son,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything  tending  to  tbe  advancement 
and  benefit  of  tbe  town.  He  bas  held  tbe  position  of  President  of  tbe  Scbool 
Board  for  two  years,  is  a  Probibitionist  in  politics,  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  In  1885  be  wedded  Louisa  E.  Short,  a  native  of  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Eliza  Short,  who  were  among 
the  pioneers  of  this  section.  Tbe  marriage  of  Mr.  Sharp  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children:  Charles  L.  (deceased),  Ella  M.  (deceased),  and  Malon  E. 
In  1888  Mr.  Sharp  was  left  a  widower,  and  for  bis  second  wife  took  Eliza  A. 
Weninger,  a  native  of  this  county,  who  has  borne  him  two  children:  Nettie  P. 
(deceased),  and  Arthur  E. 


>••••- 


JOHN  SHARP. 

(deceased.  ) 
In  tbe  midst  of  tbe  failures  and  disasters  of  life,  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to 
review  tbe  career  of  a  man  whose  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and 
whose  life  has  been  as  honorable  in  every  particular  as  that  of  John  Sharp. 
We  all  have  strivings  after  a  high  ideal,  but  an  ideal  alone  is  of  little  value 
if  not  reinforced  by  tbe  example  of  those  who,  like  ourselves,  have  human 
frailties,  yet  have  been  enabled  to  so  overcome  them  as  to  lead  lives  of  useful- 
ness, integrity,  and  true  godliness.  This  worthy  old  pioneer  was  born  May 
22,  1825,  in  Harrison  County,  Kentucky,  near  Cynthiana,  bis  parents  being 
Archibald  and  Elleuder  (McClure)  Sharp,  who  were  also  born  on  Blue  Grass 
soil.  Tbe  father  was  engaged  in  tilling  tbe  soil  there  until  1831,  when  be 
removed  with  bis  family  to  Rush  County,  Indiana,  of  which  he  was  among 
the  very  first  settlers,  and  entered  160  acres  of  land.  After  be  bad  succeeded 
in  partially  clearing  and  improving  this  land  he,  in  1833,  was  "  called  to  that 
bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,"  but  bis  widow  continued  to  reside  on  the 
place  until  1865,  when  she  came  to  Starke  County,  and  remained  here  until 
her  death  in  the   spring  of  1866.      The  old   homestead   is    now   occupied  by 
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their  son,  William,  a  well-to-do  tiller  of  the  soil.  John  Sharp  became  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Hoosier  State  when  it  was  noted  for  its  scarcity  of  white  men,  and 
in  the  healthful  out-door  life  on  the  farm  he  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  and  was 
quite  able  to  cope  with  the  hardships  that  were  before  him.  For  a  time  after 
he  attained  his  twenty-third  year  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  in  a  small  town 
called  Richland,  and  later  he  purchased  a  sawmill  which  he  operated  for  some 
time.  In  1854  he  made  a  trip  to  Starke  County,  and  in  March  of  the  follow- 
ing year  made  another  journey  thither,  and  being  well  pleased  with  the  coun- 
try, decided  to  locate  here.  He  traded  his  sawmill  in  Rush  County  for  320 
acres  of  land  in  Wayne  Township,  Starke  County,  two  miles  southwest  of 
North  Judson,  but  did  not  remove  thither  with  his  family  until  July,  1855. 
Tlie  two  subsequent  years  wei"e  spent  in  operating  the  sawmill  which  he  had 
traded  for  his  land,  and  which  had  been  removed  from  Rush  County  to  Knox, 
after  which  he  began  the  arduous  work  of  improving  his  farm,  having  erected 
thereon  a  cabin  while  residing  at  Knox.  In  those  days  the  country  was 
almost  wholly  unimproved  and  Mr.  Sharp  was  compelled  to  go  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  to  mill,  the  road  thither  being  but  little  better  than  a  trail.  In 
1858  Mr.  Sharp  assisted  in  building  the  first  house  erected  in  North  Judson, 
it  being  situated  on  what  is  now  the  northeast  corner,  opposite  the  German 
Lutheran  Chiirch.  It  was  a  log  cabin  eighteen  by  twenty  feet  square,  and  as 
Mr.  Sharp  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  many  of  the  early  buildings  of  the  place 
were  erected  by  him.  In  the  spring  of  1889  Mr.  Sharp  retired  from  the 
active  life  of  the  farm,  located  in  North  Judson,  and  there  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  home,  which  his  early  days 
of  industry  had  brought  him.  March  16,  1848,  he  led  to  Hymen's  altar  Miss 
Hannah  Long,  a  native  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Jemimah  (Ekard)  Long,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Long  located  in  Rush  County,  Indiana,  in  1837, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874,  his  wife 
having  died  in  1881.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharp  a  family  of  ten  children  were 
born:  Mary  A.,  Alonzo,  Melissa,  Charles  M.  (deceased),  Armilda  J.,  Laura 
E.,  Frances  R.,  Daniel  E.,  Archibald  (deceased),  and  Rolliu  (deceased). 
Mr.  Sharp  was  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  former  at  North  Judson.  He  was  also  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  and  with  his  estimable  wife,  was  a  member  and 
active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  for  about  sixty  years,  having  become   a   member   at   the   age  of  ten 
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years.  Originally  he  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  after  the  war  he  became 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  so  continued,  except  for  the  last  _two  years  of  his 
life,  when  he  was  a  Prohibitionist,  until  his  death,  March  29,  1894,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  ten  months,  and  eight  days.  We  find  no  one  more 
worthy  of  mention  or  whose  life  of  usefulness  is  more  worthy  to  be  chronicled 
than  this  gentleman,  whose  honesty  and  integrity  were  proverbial  in  the  com- 
munity, and  of  him  it  may  well  be  said,  "  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant." 


-••••' 


BENJAMIN   S.    BELL. 

Among  the  farmers  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  who  have  been  successful 
from  a  pecuniary  standpoint,  in  the  conduct  of  affairs,  and  are  liberal,  gen- 
erous, and  high-minded  gentlemen,  whose  correct  mode  of  living  has  gath- 
ered about  them  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  well  wishers,  may  be  mentioned 
Benjamin  S.  Bell,  who  owes  his  nativity  to  Marion  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  16th  of  June,  1835,  a  sou  of  Israel  C.  and  Mary  (Hull)  Bell, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  When  a  lad  of 
eight  years  Israel  Bell  was  taken  by  his  parents,  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Cole- 
man) Bell,  to  Marion  County,  Ohio  (in  1816),  the  family  being  among  the 
very  first  to  settle  in  that  region.  They  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to 
America  at  a  very  early  day,  settling  first  in  New  York  State.  After  their 
removal  to  Marion  County,  Ohio,  where  their  last  days  were  spent,  the  father 
followed  merchandising  and  farming  for  a  living,  and  in  that  region  Israel, 
the  father  of  Benjamin  S.,  grew  to  manhood  and  witnessed  the  development 
of  that  country  from  a  wilderness  to  a  thickly  settled  region.  When  a  boy 
he  assisted  his  father  in  breaking  the  first  road  from  whei"e  Caledonia  now  is 
to  Marion,  the  county  seat,  by  hauling  a  scrub  tree  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and 
chain  to  pull  down  the  high  grass.  That  illy  constructed  road  in  those 
pioneer  days  was  the  foundation  for  a  fine  driveway,  and  is  still  in  use.  Israel 
Bell  was  married  in  Marion  County  and  there  made  his  home  until  1845,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  improved  a  farm  of  his  own.     He  then  removed  with  his 
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family  to  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  but  in  1852  came  to  Starke  County  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Wayne  Township,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  very  ear- 
liest settlers.  He  afterward  removed  to  LaPorte  County,  where  he  died,  his 
wife  having  died  in  this  county  previously.  Her  father,  Jesse  Hull,  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  After  his  parents  settled  in  Pulaski  County,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Bell  made  a  trip  to  Starke  County,  in  1849,  but  did  not  remain  long 
as  it  was  a  vast  wilderness.  When  the  family  came  thither  in  1852  he 
returned  and  took  up  his  residence  here,  and  followed  hunting  or  any  profit- 
able employment  he  could  find  to  do.  In  1859  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
himself,  and  in  1863  removed  to  Bartholomew  County,  Indiana.  He  made 
that  county  his  home  until  1872,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Starke  County.  In  April,  1882,  he  located  on  his  present  farm  of  320  acres, 
where  he  conducts  extensive  farming  and  stock  operations.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  although  he  was  born  and  reared  a  Democrat  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Buchanan.  His  first  Republican  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  in  1860.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  K.  of  P.,  and 
the  I.  O.  G.  T.  He  was  married  in  1859  to  Miss  Nancy  R.  Williams,  a  native 
of  Virginia,  by  whom  he  has  a  family  of  six  children :  Mary  E.  is  the  wife 
of  S.  N.  Tillbury,  agent  and  operator  for  the  Ft.  Wayne  R.  R.  at  Etna  Green, 
Indiana;  James  A.,  agent  and  operator  for  the  Ft.  Wayne  R.  R.  at  Hamlet, 
Indiana;  William  T.,  conductor  on  the  Ft.  Wayne  R.  R.,  his  home  being  in 
Ft.  Wayne;  Rosa  M.,  wife  of  Edward  Hartsock,  agent  and  operator  on  the 
same  road,  with  home  at  Middle  Point,  Ohio;  Alice  L.,  wife  of  Oliver  Dilley, 
of  Mentone,  Indiana,  and  Benjamin  H.,  at  home.  Lamach  Williams,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Bell,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  died  in  1858,  and 
was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


<••••- 


GEORGE  W.  BOGART. 

The  pursuits  of  life  are  as  varied  as  are  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  men, 
and  it  is  an  interesting  and  useful  study  to  observe  the  degree  of  their  assimi- 
lation. George  W.  Bogart  is  a  successful  and  thrifty  husbandman,  and  this 
calling  he  has  followed  the  principal  part  of  his  life,  and  is  highly  regarded 
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in  the  section  in  which  he  now  resides.  He  has  not,  perhaps,  amassed  the 
wealth  that  many  men  of  less  intelligence  have  done,  but  he  has  accumulated 
a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods,  is  well  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health.  He  was  born  in 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1826,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Brass) 
Bogart,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  Isaac 
Bogart  and  wife,  with  two  children,  immigrated  to  Darke  County,  Ohio,  in 
1818,  and  there  the  family  lived  until  about  1833,  when  they  removed  to 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  eventually  passed  from  life,  the  latter 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eight  years  of  age.  The  father 
was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  George  W.  Bogart  made  his  home  with 
his  sister  Hannah  for  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  was 
then  bound  out  to  Daniel  Wharton,  a  farmer  of  Miami  County,  and  with  him 
he  remained  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Sidney, 
Shelby  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  about  two  years  in  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade.  He  did  not  follow  that  occupation,  however,  but  for  several 
years  was  engaged  in  working  as  a  farm  hand  in  various  places.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  in  Paulding  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  entered  a  heavily 
wooded  timber  tract  of  eighty  acres,  and  this  tract  he  cleared  and  improved, 
in  fact,  he  partially  cleared  three  other  farms  in  this  county.  Here  Mr.  Bogart 
remained  until  1867,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Hamilton  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  lived  until  1881,  and  then,  after  a 
two  year's  residence  in  his  native  State,  he  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Davis  Township,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
His  estate  comprises  eighty  acres  of  well  improved  land,  and  he  has  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  farm  residence.  In  1864  Mr.  Bogart  enlisted  in  the 
100-days'  service,  going  as  far  as  White  House  Landing  on  his  waj'  to  Peters- 
burg, when  he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  back  to  his  home.  He  was  shortly 
after  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  March  18,  1855,  he  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Mary  A.  Woodcock,  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Barnard  B.  and  Hannah  J.  (Davis)  Woodcock,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of 
four  sons:  George  W.,  William  J.,  James  E.,  and  John  J.  Mr.  Bogart  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican. 
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FETER  WALSH. 

There  is  not  a  more  truly  popular  citizeu  in  Starke  County,  Indiana,  than 
the  genial,  warm-hearted  man,  the  successful  and  intelligent  farmer  and  the 
honored  old  soldier,  whose  name  is  here  given.  He  is  one  of  those  Irish- 
American  citizens  who  have  done  good,  stalwart  work  in  the  cultivation  and 
development  of  his  section  of  country,  and  whose  honorable,  upright  career 
in  life  has  won  him  many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Walsh  was  born  on  the  Emerald 
Isle  November  10,  1831,  and  his  parents,  Patrick  and  Catherine  (North) 
Walsh,  were  natives  of  that  country  also.  The  father  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native  country.  In  1848 
Mrs.  Walsh,  together  with  her  only  child,  our  subject,  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Ogdensburg,  New  York.  Later  she  moved  to  Marshall  County, 
Indiana,  and  there  passed  away  in  1862.  Our  subject  left  the  Empire  State 
for  Ohio  in  1852,  and  located  at  Clyde,  Sandusky  County,  where  he  remained 
until  1854,  being  engaged  in  railroading.  From  there  he  came  to  theHoosier 
State  and  located  in  Marshall  County,  seven  miles  north  of  Plymouth,  on  a 
farm.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
discharged  in  December,  1865.  He  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
and  was  transferred  to  Company  G,  Twenty-ninth  Veteran  Volunteers,  being 
mustered  out  at  Marietta,  Georgia.  He  served  through  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  and  Georgia,  and  was  on  detached  service  all  the  time.  Returning 
from  the  army,  he  made  his  home  in  Marshall  County  until  1878,  when  he 
came  to  Starke  County,  and  located  in  Grovertown.  He  became  section  fore- 
man for  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad,  and  this  position  he 
has  held  for  over  twenty-one  years.  During  the  construction  of  the  road,  in 
IS.oS,  he  was  employed  in  building  the  same  from  Plymouth  east.  Owing  to 
his  careful  management  and  excellent  business  acumen,  he  has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  considerable  means,  being  the  owner  of  240  acres  in  Starke 
and  eighty-three  acres  in  Marshall  County,  all  of  which  is  now  farmed  by 
tenants.  Mr.  Walsh  was  married  in  1860  to  Miss  Lydia  J.  Brinkley,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  born  near  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of 
Spencer  and  Edith  (Gardner)  Brinkley,  natives  of  the  Old  North  State.  To 
21 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Walsh  was  born  an  old-fashioned  family  of  thirteen  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living:  Kate  married  Benjamin  Welch;  Alfonsus  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Whalen;  Mary,  deceased;  Kobert  married  Miss  Jennie 
Butterfield;  Charley,  deceased;  Edith,  Frederick,  Thomas  and  Maggie,  twins ; 
Lydia;  John,  deceased,  and  one  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Walsh  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  family  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Catholic  Church. 


>••  .- 


JOSHUA  P.  SWIT2ER. 

This  intelligent  and  enterprising  gentleman  is  a  product  of  the  Mary- 
land metropolis,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  11th  day  of 
December,  1852,  his  parents  being  Isaac  and  Lucinda  (Martin)  Switzer, 
who  were  also  born  in  Maryland.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  occupation 
of  husbandry  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  whither  he  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents in  1854,  and  in  Hardin  County,  of  the  same  State,  and  being  a  lad 
of  keen  discernment,  he  soon  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  de- 
tails of  this  work.  The  death  of  Isaac  Switzer  occurred  in  Forest,  Ohio, 
in  1877,  but  his  widow  survives  him,  and  is  a  resident  of  Starke  County, 
Indiana.  These  worthy  people  became  the  parents  of  ten  children — all 
sons — five  of  whom  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Rebellion,  as 
follows:  Frank,  Lewis,  Isaac,  Jr.;  Murray  and  James,  the  latter  losing 
his  life  at  the  bloody  battle  of  Pittsburgh  Landing.  In  the  public  schools 
in  the  different  localities  in  which  he  resided,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  received  a  good  practical  education,  which  he  has  greatly  aug- 
mented since  that  time,  by  contact  with  the  world  and  by  reading  and 
posting  himself  on  all  the  popular  questions  of  the  day.  In  1879  he  came 
to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  made  a  purchase  of  fifty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  has  greatly  improved  and  added  to  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  fine  little  farm  of  ninety  acres,  which  is  tilled  in  such  a  successful  and 
intelligent  manner  that  it  competes  favorably  with  other  farms  of  the 
locality.       Mr.  Switzer  makes  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  hay  and  small 
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fruits,  but  does  a  general  farmiug  business,  and  being  an  energetic  and 
painstaking  workei",  all  bis  operations  have  proven  successful.  He  has 
been  remarkably  active  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  county,  is  a 
believer  in,  and  patron  of,  law  and  order,  and  is  a  strong  and  influential 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  has,  on  various  occasions,  been 
a  candidate  on  the  Prohibition  ticket  for  office,  and  has  polled  the  entire 
strength  of  the  party  vote.  Since  locating  in  Starke  County,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  time  has  been  spent  in  Chicago,  during  the  winter 
months,  as  a  salesman  of  hay,  grain,  etc.,  and  while  there,  represented 
the  Prohibition  party  on  the  election  board.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  ex- 
tremely well  posted  man,  has  the  best  of  reasons  for  his  convictions,  and 
is  ever  ready  to  discuss  them  intelligently  and  amicably  with  those  op- 
posed to  him  in  belief.  He  has  appeared  as  counsel  in  litigation,  and 
has  pleaded  his  cause  with  discrimination,  eloquence  and  judgment,  his 
specialties  being  Sabbath  breaking,  cruelty  and  the  liquor  laws.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  F.  M.  B.  A.,  and  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  spring  of  1877,  to  Miss  Laura  Dutton,  who  was  born  in  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois,  November  15,  1859,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Wickiser)  Button,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Shelbyville,  Illinois, 
and  the  latter  in  Wyandotte  County,  Ohio.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Switzer 
died  in  the  fall  of  1877,  and  her  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  Chicago. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife,  three  children  have  been  given:  Lois  L., 
born  March  28,  1878;  Myra  V.,  born  August  9,  1881;  and  Delia  B.,  born 
January  23,  1886. 


'  •••  • 


JACOB   F.  HANSELMAN. 

In  giving  a  history  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  the 
biographical  department  of  this  work  would  be  incomplete  without  men- 
tioning the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketeh,  and  the  admirably  kept 
farm  of  eighty  acres  of  which  he  is  the  owner.  His  earnest  and  sincere  ef- 
forts to  make  life  a  success,  are  well  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  all,  and  the  in- 
terest he  takes  in  all  matters  touching  on  the  occupation  of  husbandry,  are  to 
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be  thoroughly  commended.  He  is  a  native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  '22ud  of  October,  1824,  a  sou  of  John  and  Augusta 
(Geiser)  Hanselman,  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  Alleutowu.  Four  years  later,  they  removed  to  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  and  here  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Jacob  F.  Hanselman,  grew 
to  manhood.  In  the  fall  of  1851  he  removed  to  Indiana,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Kosciusko  County,  erected  theron  a  cabin,  and  set  ener- 
getically to  work  to  clear  his  land  and  establish  a  home  for  those  dependent 
on  him.  His  parents  lived  with  him,  but  the  spring  following  their  settle- 
ment, the  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the  next  fall  the 
mother  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Hannah  Myers,  also  died  September  8,  of  the  same  fall,  and  "being  thus 
left  alone,  Mr.  Hanselman  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Ohio.  He  con- 
tinued to  make  that  State  his  home  until  his  removal  to  Starke  County,  Indi- 
ana, in  1869,  and  in  February  of  that  year  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Oregon  Township,  twenty- three  acres  of  which  were  covered  with  timber.  In 
due  course  of  time  he  cleared  this  land,  and  now  has  his  entire  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  exceptionally  well  improved  in 
the  matter  of  buildings,  fences,  etc.  He  is  among  the  old  and  representative 
citizens  of  his  township,  and  his  many  years  of  well  doing  have  won  for  him 
the  approval,  respect  and  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  second  marriage 
occurred  in  1855,  his  wife  having  been  Mary  A.  Flory,  a  native  of  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania.  A  family  of  ten  children  have  been  given  them,  who 
are  named,  as  follows:  Noah,  born  April  25,  1856;  Catherine,  born  July 
27,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Myers;  William,  born  March  20,  1861. 
David,  born  June  18,  1863,  married  Clara  Turner;  Jacob,  born  May  13, 1865, 
was  accidently  shot  while  out  hunting,  and  died  on  December  23,  1890; 
Florence,  born  April  17,  1868,  married  Albert  Singleton;  Rosa,  born  April 
22,  1871,  married  Freeman  Stanton;  Mary  C,  born  November  12,  1875; 
Charles,  born  August  31,  1878,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months,  and 
Cora,  also  born  August  31,  1878,  is  deceased.  Mr.  Hanselman  and  his  sous, 
have  always  supported  the  principles  of  Democracy,  and  in  this,  as  in  other 
respects,  have  made  their  influence  felt  throughout  the  community  in  which 
they  live. 
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WILLIAM  WILL. 

He,  whose  uame  heads  this  sketch,  came  from  "  Bonnie  Scotland,"  where 
blooms  the  purple  heather  and  thistle — the  land  of  the  "canny  Scot,"  whose 
characteristics  of  shrewdness,  determination,  and  withal  sterling  honesty,  have 
left  their  imprint  upon  the  history  of  every  region  in  which  they  have  seen  fit 
to  locate.  He  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire  on  the  12th  of  May,  1847,  a  son  of 
Alexander  and  Ellen  (Smith)  Will,  whose  ancestors  for  many  generations 
were  natives  of  Scotland.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  during  his  early  manhood,  but  he  afterward  turned  his  attention  to 
tilling  the  soil,  in  which  he  was  remarkably  successful,  becoming  the  owner 
of  two  farms.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1867,  succeeding  his  wife's  death 
several  years,  her  demise  having  occurred  in  1855.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Jane,  John  (deceased), 
Barbara  (deceased),  Ellen,  Alexander,  Mary,  Andrew,  William,  Christina,  a 
resident  of  Canada,  and  Maggie.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  this  faith  reared  their  family. 
They  were  thrifty.  God-fearing  people,  honored  by  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
loved  and  revered  by  their  lai-ge  family  of  children,  who  held  them  in  grate- 
ful and  affectionate  remembrance.  William  Will  was  reared  in  his  native  land 
on  a  farm,  and  fortunately  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools.  When  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  being  of  an 
enterprising  and  independent  disposition,  he  decided  to  come  to  America,  and 
first  took  up  his  residence  in  Alamakee  County,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  work 
on  a  farm.  At  the  end  of  about  one  year  he  returned  to  Scotland,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  his  father,  but  his  heart  remained  true  to  the  land  of  his 
adoption,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months,  or  thereabouts,  he  returned  to  Amer- 
ica, and  he  afterward  learned  that  his  father  had  breathed  his  last  eight  days 
after  he  had  started  on  his  journey.  Upon  landing  upon  the  soil  of  Uncle 
Sam,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Iowa,  and  resumed  work  for  his  former  employer. 
During  a  residence  of  six  yeai's  in  the  Hawkeye  State  he  made  a  trip  to  Louis- 
iana, where  he  spent  one  winter  working  in  the  interests  of  his  employer,  and 
he  finally  engaged  in  railroad  work,  an  occupation  which  occupied  his  atten- 
tion for  some  four  or  five  years.       He  was   engaged   in   construction  work   in 
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building  grades  through  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and  while  working 
on  the  branch  of  the  Bloomington  and  Muncie  road,  in  1872,  he  was  married 
at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  March  30,  to  Rebecca  Layton,  a  native  of  Tippecanoe, 
Indiana.  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Oregon  Township.  He  has  been  a  careful,  yet  pushing 
and  progressive  farmer,  and  now  has  a  fine  estate  amounting  to  820  acres,  in 
the  management  of  which  he  shows  the  best  of  judgment.  He  and  his  wife 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Bert,  Minnie,  and  Francis,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year.  Mrs.  Will  died  October  6,  1876,  and  on  the  8d  day  of 
June,  1878,  Mr.  Will  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Jane  Penright,  a  native 
of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six 
children:  Vernie,  Ernest,  Rose,  John,  Alice  and  Flora.  Mr.  Will  has  always 
been  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  well-defined  reasons  for  his  political 
views.  He  is  of  the  material  of  which  good  citizens  are  made,  and  his  class 
are  always  gladly  welcomed  to  the  shores  of  this  country. 


>  ••• ' 


DANIEL   KOONTZ. 

The  estate  which  Mr.  Koontz  owns,  and  is  so  successfully  engaged  in 
cultivating,  comprises  320  acres  on  which  he  resides,  twenty  acres  in  Marshall 
County,  Indiana,  besides  valuable  property  in  the  town  of  Walkerton,  nearly 
all  of  which  has  been  acquired  through  his  own  shrewdness,  good  business 
ability,  and  undeviating  energy,  qualities  which  will  usually  conquer  Dame 
Fortune  in  the  process  of  time.  He  was  born  in  Oregon  Township,  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  at  what  has  been  known  for  more  than  fifty  years  as  Koontz's 
Mill,  February  22,  1848,  his  father  being  Samuel  Koontz,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Daniel  was  reared  on  the  homestead  in 
Oregon  Township,  and  received  the  advantages  of  the  public  school,  which 
was  held  in  the  vicinity  of  his  rural  home,  and  there  he  acquired  sufficient 
education  to  fit  him  for  the  practical  life  he  has  since  led.  He  remained  at 
home,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  began  tilling  the  soil  for  himself  on  the  farm  which  he 
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now  owns,  and  upon  which  he  resides.  In  addition  to  successfully  following 
the  occupation  of  husbandry,  he  has,  for  the  past  six  years,  handled  farm 
machinery  quite  extensively,  which  business  he  has  carried  on  on  his  farm. 
In  the  spring  of  1891  he  erected  a  building  in  Walkerton,  24x45  feet,  where 
he  now  carries  on  an  implement  business,  handling  all  kinds  of  the  best  farm 
machinery.  He  is  pushing,  energetic  and  honest,  and  is  a  highly  respected 
and  influential  citizen,  and  in  politics  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers  for 
the  Republican  party,  the  principles  of  which  he  enthusiastically  espouses. 
He  has  never  aspired  to,  or  held  office  other  than  serving  as  supervisor  four 
years,  his  extensive  farming  operations  and  other  interests  completely  occupy- 
ing his  attention.  He  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Melissa  Brinkley,  a  native 
of  Grant  County,  Indiana,  and  to  them  a  family  of  seven  children  have  been 
bom:  Elmer,  Spencer,  Walter,  Alta.  John  (deceased),  and  two  infants 
deceased. 


>••••- 


SAMUEL  LE  FEVER. 

The  thought  which  presents  itself  to  the  far-seeing  and  conservative  mind, 
when  the  question  is  propounded  as  to  what  essentials  are  necessary  to  a 
man's  success  in  business,  is  that  they  are  industry,  sobriety,  economy  and 
honesty,  and  the  life  of  Samuel  LeFever  will  corroborate  this.  This  gentle- 
man, one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  July  5, 1822,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Basesinger)  LeFever, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Maryland  and  the  latter  in  Virginia.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Peter  LeFever,  was  a  native  of  France,  and  at  an  early 
day  immigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death.  The  Basesingers,  as  far  back  as  known,  were  residents  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  planters  by  occupation.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  married  in  Virginia  but  settled  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  prior  to 
the  War  of  1812,  the  exact  date  not  being  definitely  known.  After  their 
arrival  there  they  camped  for  some  time  by  the  side  of  an  immense  log  in  the 
forest  until  a  cabin  could  be  erected,  and  their  onlv  neighbors  were  the  wild 
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beasts  of  the  forest,  and  the  no  less  dreaded  redman.  Daniel  LeFever  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  being  stationed  at  Greenville,  Piqua  and  Fort  Wayne. 
He  cleared  up  a  farm  in  Miami  County,  near  Lost  Creek,  and  as  this  farm  of 
160  acres  was  heavily  covered  with  timber,  this  was  by  no  means  a  light  task. 
In  those  days  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Cincinnati  to  mill,  a  distance  of  over 
sixty  miles,  and  were  also  compelled  to  undergo  many  other  inconveniences. 
He  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  in  early  days  had  a  shop  on  his 
farm,  doing  work  for  the  neighbors,  who  paid  him  in  the  only  manner  possible 
in  those  days,  by  splitting  rails  and  clearing  land.  He  also  made  airow  heads 
for  the  Indians,  who  in  return  furnished  him  with  game,  iish,  etc.  While  in 
the  War  of  1812  he  held  the  commission  of  captain  and  was  shot  in  the  right 
side  at  Piqua,  the  ball  passing  around  to  the  left  side  close  to  the  surface  of 
the  breast,  which  seriously  impaired  his  health  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
died  in  1830  and  his  wife  survived  him  two  years.  Samuel  LeFever,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  until  ten  years  of  age,  when 
he  was  left  an  orphan.  He  was  then  bound  out  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Haywood,  who  resided  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  old  homestead  on  the 
banks  of  the  Miami  River.  Here  he  lived  four  years,  having  limited  advan- 
tages for  gaining  an  education,  the  schools  being  held  in  the  old  log  cabins  of 
that  day,  and  were  conducted  upon  the  subscription  plan.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  began  working  in  a  cotton  factory,  but  two  years  later  he  went  to 
Dayton,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  followed  it  for  four 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Miami  and  continued  to  follow  his  trade  at  Troy 
until  his  eyesight  began  to  fail,  after  which  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  four 
years.  He  met  with  an  accident  while  assisting  in  the  raising  of  a  bridge, 
whi-ch  incapacitated  him  for  labor  for  some  time  and  he  then  traveled  consid- 
erably and  made  two  or  three  trips  to  Indiana.  It  was  on  one  of  these  trips 
that  he  came  to  Starke  County,  and  while  here  entered  160  acres  of  land  in 
the  territory  now  known  as  Davis  Township,  in  1849,  this  being  prior  to  the 
organization  of  Starke  County.  He  had  little  idea  of  ever  seeing  the  land 
again,  but  in  1851,  having  been  previously  married,  he  decided  to  locate  on 
his  Starke  County  farm.  He  arrived  here  in  September  of  the  same  year. 
Being  unable  to  drive  only  within  about  two  miles  of  the  homestead,  on 
account  of  an  overflow  which  had  frozen,  Mr.  LeFevre  and  his  faithful  wife 
traveled  that  distance  on  foot,  over  the  ice,  the  former  carrying  an  ax  and  his 
trusty  rifle  and  the  latter  carrying  their  only  child,  a  newly  born  babe,  who 
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first  saw  the  light  of  day  a  half  mile  east  of  Knox.  Mr.  LeFever  at  once 
erected  a  small  log  cabin  and  set  about  clearing  his  laud  and  establishing  a 
home.  The  following  spring  he  set  out  an  orchard  among  the  "grubs,"  which 
was  one  of  the  very  first  to  bear  fruit  in  the  county,  Here  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  have  continued  to  reside  ever  since  and  have  become  prosperous 
as  they  have  ever  been  highly  respected.  Mr.  LeFever  has  served  his  town- 
ship as  supervisor  and  assessor  nine  years,  and  for  six  years  was  one  of  the 
county  commissioners,  a  position  for  which  his  sound  and  practical  views  and 
long  experience  eminently  fitted  him.  He  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in 
politics.  He  was  marrieil  August  7,  1850,  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Wrigley,  a 
native  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Kebecca  (Holmes) 
Wrigley,  the  former  a  native  of  England,  and  the  latter  of  Shelby  County, 
Ohio,  and  of  Irish  descent.  John  AVrigley  came  to  America  with  his  mother 
and  settled  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  afterward  in  Miami  County.  He  died  there 
in  1888,  but  his  widow  survives  him  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeFever  a  family  of  five  children  have  been  given:  Lemuel, 
(deceased),  Daniel,  John,  Martin,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  At  the  time 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeFever  settled  in  this  section  they  were  the  only  residents  of 
the  territory  now  known  as  Davis  Township.  There  were  no  roads  but  path- 
ways were  made  through  the  forest  by  deer,  sixty  of  which  they  one  time 
counted  in  one  drove  while  standing  in  the  doorway  of  their  cabin  home.  On 
this  occasion  Mr.  LeFever,  thinking  that  he  could  not  miss  all  of  them,  took 
down  his  trusty  old-style  rifle  and  shot  into  the  drove,  killing  one.  This 
weapon  he  still  has  in  his  possession,  and  with  it  has  killed  deer  at  200  long 
paces  distant.  For  many  years,  during  the  early  history  of  Starke  County,  he 
carried  on  an  extensive  hunting  and  trapping  business,  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal means  of  sustenance  in  those  days,  and  even  today  many  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Starke  County  recall  the  fact  that  he  was  admittedly  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  this  line.  He  is  a  pioneer  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and 
it  is  to  such  men,  who  braved  the  dangers,  privations  and  hardships  of  life  in 
a  new  country,  that  the  country  owes  its  present  prosperity. 


-••••< 
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JOHN  W.  BRUMMITT. 

Porter  County,  Indiana,  has  many  fine  farms  and  agricultural  tracts.  There 
are  comparatively  few  inferior  tracts,  and  each  farmer  tries  to  outdo  his  neigh- 
bor in  the  raising  of  ci'ops  and  the  improvement  of  his  land.  Of  the  many 
fine  attractive  places  none  are  more  conspicuous  than  that  belonging  to  our 
subject  on  which  he  was  born,  September  12,  1859,  his  parents  being  William 
and  Mary  (Lucas)  Brummitt.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Aaron  Brummitt, 
was  born  near  Leeds,  or  Ossett  Common,  England,  and  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  weaver.  He  died  at  about  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Wilby  and  she  lived  to  the  age  of  about  eighty-five 
years.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Henry,  Reuben,  Mark,  James, 
William,  Mary  and  Ann.  Henry  lives  at  Furnessville,  Indiana,  Reuben 
died  in  Canada;  James  died  in  Florida;  Ann  (Early)  lives  in  Waterloo,  Can- 
ada, and  Mary  (Teale)  and  Mark  still  reside  in  England.  William  Brummitt 
was  born  in  England,  August  23,  1833,  and  like  his  father  before  him  was  a 
weaver  by  trade.  He  was  married  in  England  in  1854,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1856  went  to  Canada  where  he  remained  one  season.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  removed  to  Chicago,  and  a  few  days  later  came  to  Furnessville,  Indi- 
diana,  where  he  purchased  and  located  on  three  acres  of  land,  which  cost  him 
$24,  and  on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  residing.  From  time  to 
time  he  added  to  this  tract  until  he  became  the  owner  860  acres,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved.  He  has  owned  and  sold  other  tracts  of  laud  and  now 
has  in  his  name  100  acres,  twenty  of  which  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
strawberries.  In  1886  he  removed  to  New  Carlisle  and  engaged  in  the  agri- 
cultural implement  and  hardware  business,  with  his  two  sons,  Arthur  and 
Mark,  but  the  duties  of  this  calling  were  to  arduous  for  him,  and  in  tlie  1898 
he  retired  and  invested  in  240  acres  of  land  in  St.  Joseph  County,  and  in 
addition  to  this  and  the  estate  above  mentioned,  owns  valuable  land  in  Dakota, 
Michigan  and  Chesterton,  Indiana,  and  is  a  money  lender,  all  of  which  has 
been  the  result  of  his  own  energy  as  he  landed  in  this  country  with  but  little 
means.  He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Pine  Township  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  and  one  term  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Indiana.      Up  to  1876  he 
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was  a  Republican  iu  politics,  since  which  time  be  has  been  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  Democracy.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  born  to 
them  seven  children:  Elizabeth,  who  died  on  the  ocean  while  enroute  for  this 
country;  Mark  L.,  John  W.,  Maria,  a  school  teacher;  Jennie  ( Goody koontz), 
whose  husband  is  a  minister  of  the  Christian  Church;  Emily  (Loring)  of 
Valparaiso,  and  Arthur  R.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  members  of 
long  standing  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  socially  the  father  is  a  member  of 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Indiana  Infan- 
try, and  was  discharged  with  his  regiment  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  John  W. 
Brummitt  was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing.  He 
first  attended  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  and  afterward 
attended  the  Valparaiso  Normal  College,  after  which  he  taught  penmanship 
for  some  time.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  father  kindly  gave  him  the 
opportunity  of  raising  stock  of  his  own,  and  by  the  time  he  had  attained  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  the  sum  accruing  from  this  business  amounted  to  $1,- 
300,  $300  of  which  he  spent  in  attending  college.  The  remainder — $1,000 — 
he  purchased  246  acres  of  his  father,  for  a  consideration  of  $8,500,  and  has 
since  made  the  most  of  his  money  iu  the  raising  of  stock  and  fruit.  He  is  a 
wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  man,  is  intelligent  and  well  posted  on  all 
topics  of  the  times  and  in  1890  was  elected  assessor  of  his  township,  and 
appointed  notary  of  his  county,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  September  26, 
1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma  Newman,  who  was  born  at 
Furnessville,  March  8,  1861,  a  daughter  of  Ernest  and  Minnie  Newman, 
natives  of  Germany,  their  union  taking  place  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  To 
them  a  family  of  five  children  have  been  given:  Marion  P.,  Ida  P.,  Jessie 
M.,  Emily  M.,  and  Neva  R.  The  mother  of  these  children  is  an  earnest 
member  of  tlie  Christian  Church. 


•  •• 
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WILLIAM  T.  CONCANNON. 

This  much  respected  citizen  who  has  had  charge  of  the  poor  house  of  La 
Porte  County  for  the  past  five  years,  is  possessed  of  those  advanced  ideas  and 
progressive  principles  which  seem  to  be  among  the  chief  characteristics  of  the 
average  Ohioan.  He  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  February  7,  1837,  to 
the  marriage  of  William  Concannon  and  Margaret  Schnorf,  and  is  of  German- 
Irish  descent.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  born 
February  1,  1789,  but  as  early  as  1838  he  came  to  the  Hoosier  State 
settling  at  West  Point.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  he  followed 
the  same  at  the  above  named  place  until  1843,  when  he  came  to  La  Porte 
County,  and  located  at  Westville,  where  he  still  continued  his  trade.  Mrs. 
Concannon  died  about  1874,  but  Mr.  Concannon  is  still  living  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He  is  very  active  and  energetic  for  his  years,  and 
his  memory  is  excellent.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  this  most  worthy 
couple,  four  are  now  living:  Wilson,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy;  Louise, 
married  Hiram  Cook,  and  resides  in  Oklahoma;  her  father  resides  with 
her.  James,  resided  in  Montana  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 
1884;  Margaret  Ann,  married  Thompson  Blue,  and  resides  in  Danville, 
Indiana;  William  T. ;  Elizabeth  puphonia,  married  John  Shortle,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Wichita,  Kansas ;  John,  soon  followed  the  footsteps  of  his  mother 
in  1875. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the  common  schools 
of  Durham  Township,  and  when  but  a  small  boy,  he  selected  farming  as  his 
occupation  in  life.  •  In  1856  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Kosanua  Has- 
kell, of  Clinton  Township,  LaPorte  County,  and  to  this  union  there  were  two 
children  born:  Eliza  Jane,  married  Benjamin  Henton,  and  now  resides  in  New 
Durham  Township,  LaPorte  County ;  and  Kary,  residing  in  Kansas  City.  In 
the  year  1870,  our  subject  was  again  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bryson,  also  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  One  child  was  the  fruit  of  this  union:  Nellie 
Maud,  who  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Concannon  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  and 
has  been  an  active  party  worker.  His  services  were  recognized  and  appre- 
ciated, and  in  1889,  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  County  Infirmary  Di- 
rector.     This  establishment  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  and  under  the  ef- 
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ficient  management  of  Mr.  Concannon,  who  has  made  many  improvements,  it 
has  become  noted  far  and  wide.  The  farm  includes  250  acres,  which  he  super- 
intends with  great  success  and  excellent  judgment,  and  no  man  is  better  fitted 
for  the  position  he  now  holds,  than  our  subject.  Everything  about  the  place 
indicates  that  an  experienced  hand  is  at  the  helm,  and  that  there  has  been  no 
mistake  in  selecting  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Concannon  to  superintend  things.  His 
daughter,  Miss  Nellie  Maud,  graduated  at  the  LaPorte  High  School  in  1890, 
and  subsequently  attended  school  in  Michigan  City,  but  on  account  of 
ill  health  was  obliged  to  abandon  her  books  for  a  time.  She  is  an  artist  of 
considerable  ability,  and  also  a  great    lover  of  music. 


>••• ' 


JAMES  EDMUND  BRYANT. 

Special  adaptability  to  any  particular  calling  in  life  is  the  one  necessary 
adjunct  to  permanent  success.  No  matter  how  much  the  determination  which 
characterizes  a  man's  start  in  business,  unless  he  is  to  the  manner  born,  he 
will  find  to  his  sorrow  that  his  line  has  been  falsely  cast,  and  the  quicker  he 
draws  aside  and  takes  up  another  calling,  the  better  it  will  be  for  him.  The 
career  of  James  Edmund  Bryant  has  been  a  successful  one,  and  he  is  today 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  which  is  the  result  of  noble  energies  rightly 
applied.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  E.  Bryant  &  Co.,  grain  dealers  of 
Hebron,  Indiana,  and  as  he  was  born  in  this  city  March  5,  1839,  and  has 
resided  here  all  his  life,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  the  place,  and  has  lent  material  aid  in  its  improvement.  Simeon  and 
Elizabeth  (McCauly)  Bryant,  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Boone 
Township,  Porter  County,  Indiana.  The  father  is  of  German  descent,  and  is 
a  relative  of  the  eminent  American  poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant.  Both  par- 
ents were  born  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  but  about  1835  removed  to  Indiana 
and  settled  near  Pleasant  Grove,  Lake  County,  but  they  soon  after  came  to 
Boone  Township,  Porter  County,  and  here  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1871.  Politically  he  was  an  ardent  Kepublican,  and  during 
the  progress  of  the  Civil  War  was  an  abolitionist.      He  and  his  wife  were  con- 
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nected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  latter  survived  him  until 
July,  1893.  In  the  public  schools  of  Hebron,  James  E.  Bryant  received  his 
early  educational  training,  but  later  he  attended  school  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
then  pursued  his  literary  education  in  the  State  University  at  Bloomington, 
and  finally  finished  at  Valparaiso.  After  completing  his  education  he  returned 
to  Hebron,  soon  after  which  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry  as  Ser- 
geant of  Company  I,  with  which  he  served  for  nearly  three  years,  participat- 
ing in  many  severe  skirmishes.  He  was  several  times  surrounded  by  the 
enemy,  one  time  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  and  barely  escaped  with 
his  life.  He  was  captured  at  Sunshine  Church,  Georgia,  while  on  the  Stone- 
man  raid,  which  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Macon,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Bryant  was  acting  as  orderly  and  was  carrying  messages.  He  after- 
ward had  several  opportunities  of  escaping,  but  would  not  desert  his  friends 
who  could  not  go  with  him.  He  was  kept  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville  for  about 
a  month,  was  later  removed  to  Florence,  where  he  was  exchanged  near  the 
close  of  the  war.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Hebron  where  he 
followed  farming  for  about  a  yeai",  then  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits at  Hebron,  but  his  establishment  unfortunately  burned  down  November 
24,  1891.  During  all  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
grain  also,  and  now  carries  on  this  business  exclusively,  being  more  than  ordi- 
narily successful.  His  business  has  run  from  $20,000  to  $40,000  per  year. 
During  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Hebron,  but  was  removed  by  Andrew  Johnson.  Later  he  was  returned  to 
the  position  by  Congress,  and  held  the  oflfice  continuously  for  twelve  years.  He 
has  always  been  a  Republican  politically,  has  served  his  township  as  Trustee, 
and  has  always  been  prominent  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section.  In 
April,  1871,  he  married  Sarah  S.  Pratt,  a  native  of  Crown  Point  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  C.  N.  Pratt,  one  of  the  old  and  honored  residents  of  the  county.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bryant  three  children  have  been  born,  two  of  whom  survive:  William 
P.,  born  March  31,  1872,  and  died  October  14,  1873;  Nellie,  born  June  3,  1874, 
and  Florence  born  September  12,  1889.  Mr.  Bryant  is  the  owner  of  a  magnifi- 
cent stock  farm  about  one-half  mile  south  of  the  village,  where  he  gives  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  that  noble  animal,  the  horse.  He  is  a 
member  of  Walter's  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  at  Hebron, 
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  that  place. 
He  is  a  worthy  citizen  in  every  respect,  which  fact  is  borne  out  by  the  good  will 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
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M.  J.    STINCHFIELD. 

M.  J.  Stinchfield  is  a  native  of  East  Corinth,  Maine,  where  lie  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  December,  1855,  to  D.  L.  and  E.  B.  (Herrick)  Stinch- 
field, both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  the  Pine  Tree  State,  but  who  removed 
to  Illinois  in  1862  and  settled  in  Elgin,  Illinois.  The  father  was  an  honor- 
able and  industrious  tiller  of  the  soil,  but  had  only  just  got  located  in  Illinois 
and  ready  for  the  energetic  carrying  on  of  his  calling,  when  he  was  taken  ill 
with  small  pox,  which  resulted  in  his  death  about  a  month  after  locating  in 
the  State.  His  widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  her  children. 
M.  J.  Stinchfield  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hebron,  and  when  old 
enough  began  learning  the  business  of  telegraphy,  and  after  becoming  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  this  calling,  he  was  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Com- 
pany, with  whom  he  remained  for  about  seven  years.  In  1882  he  gave  up 
this  business,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  J.  E.  Bryant  &  Company  of  Hebron,  Indiana,  in  addition  to 
which  he  conducts  a  successful  coal  and  lumber  business.  He  has  always 
afi&liated  with  the  Republican  party,  is  influential  in  its  local  councils,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  a  prominent  candidate  for  Auditor  of  Porter  County.  He 
has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Township  Trustee  for  four  years,  and  is  at  present 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Hebron,  having  always  been  a  patron  and 
active  supporter  of  the  public  school  system.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  of  Hebron.  He  was  married  in  May,  1878,  to  Miss 
Phoebe  Fehrman,  a  daughter  of  Christian  Fehrman  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  later  became  a  resident  of  Hebron,  Indiana,  in  which  place  his  breathed 
his  last  in  1866.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stinchfield  a  family  of  five  children  have 
been  born:  Guy,  Bessie,  Carrie,  Charlie  and  Melvin. 


>  •••  •- 
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A.  S.  NICHOLS. 

That  salt  is  an  indispensable  article  to  humanity  is  a  well-known  fact, 
and  it  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  profitable  source  of  revenue  to  the  whole- 
sale dealer,  who  makes  it  a  point  to  keep  an  excellent  quality  constantly  on 
hand.  In  this  branch  of  human  endeavor  A.  S.  Nichols  has  been  active,  and 
he  has  given  it  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  since  about  the  year  1886, 
dealing  principally  in  dairy  and  fine  table  salt.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn  Yann, 
Yates  County,  New  York,  where  he  was  born  on  the  12th  of  February,  1841, 
a  son  of  Alexander  and  Deborah  V.  (Gardner)  Nichols,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  Rhode  Island,  and  from  this  worthy 
couple  he  inherits  Scotch-Irish  blood.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Alexander 
Nichols,  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  but  the  father,  Alexander  Nichols,  Jr.,  tilled  the 
soil  for  a  living,  and  while  following  this  occupation  secured  a  competency.  The 
latter  remained  in  the  State  of  his  birth  until  1875,  at  which  time  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  which  place  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  his  death  in  1881.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1863,  bore  him  two  children, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  only  survivor.  The  latter  was 
reared  to  the  healthful  but  rather  monotonous  life  of  the  farmer's  boy,  and 
like  the  great  majority  of  the  youths  of  his  day,  was  given  the  advantages  of 
the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  but  they  were  conducted  on  a 
very  inferior  system,  and  conseqiiently  were  of  little  benefit  to  him.  He 
remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  then  decided  to  seek  a  home  for  himself  in  the  West,  and  in  1865  located 
at  Mason,  Michigan,  as  station  agent  for  the  Saginaw  branch  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad.  He  retained  this  position  until  1872,  then  went  to  West 
Bay  City,  at  which  place  he  discharged  like  duties  for  three  years.  In  1875 
he  came  to  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  at  which  place  he  was  railroad  agent  for 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  was 
offered  the  general  agency  of  the  Louisville,  New  Albany  &  Chicago 
Railroad,  his  headquarters  being  at  Michigan  City,  a  position  he  accepted 
and  held  for  ten  years,  when  he  resigned  to  give  his  whole  attention  to 
business  enterprises  of  his  own,  which  had  grown  into  quite  extensive 
proportions.      The  wholesaling  of    salt  has  kept  him  fully  employed  up  to 
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the  present  time,  and  as  a  business  man  he  has  shown  that  he  is  shrewd, 
practical,  far-seeing,  yet  strictly  honorable  withal,  and  in  both  social  and 
business  circles  he  has  numerous  warm  friends  and  admirers.  He  was  at 
one  time  City  Kecorder  at  West  Bay  City,  was  Township  Treasurer  at  Mason, 
Michigan,  where  he  also  held  the  position  of  Township  Treasurer  and  Deputy 
Sheriff.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  in  which  worthy 
order  he  is  the  present  Worshipful  Master  and  Past  Eminent  Commander  of 
the  Knight  Templars.  This  order  has  a  strong  attraction  for  Mr.  Nichols, 
and  he  has  attended  all  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  either  by  proxy 
or  by  right  of  election.  He  also  belongs  to  the  National  Union  and  For- 
resters. He  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Frances  B.  Hathaway,  of  Yates 
County,  New  York,  who  has  borne  him  two  children :  Stella  Adelle  (deceased), 
and  Elmer  Arthur.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  politically  the  former  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  man  of 
advanced  views,  is  anxious  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  city  in  which  he 
makes  his  home,  and  is  thoroughly  public  spirited  in  every  way,  in  fact  a  man 
of  intelligence  and  progressive  views. 


>  •  •  •  ' 


WILLIAM  H.  RIFENBURG. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  is  an 
upright,  pushing  man  of  business,  and  made  for  himself  an  enviable  record 
during  the  war  between  the  States  of  the  Federal  Union.  He  owes  his  nativ- 
ity to  Summit,  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  where  he  was  born  October  22, 
1834,  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Banks)  Rifenburg.  He  traces  his  ancestry 
directly  back  thi-ough  his  father,  Aaron,  Henry  and  John  to  Peter  Rifenburg, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland  during  colonial  days,  the  name  at  that 
time  being  spelled  Rifenbarek.  Peter  Rifenburg  settled  in  Dutchess  County, 
New  York,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  death.  His 
son,  John,  moved  to  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  and  there  married  a  Con- 
necticut woman  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  three  sons,  one  of  whom, 
Peter,  became  a  minister;  Henry,  another  son,  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
22 
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New  York.     His  wife  was  a  Miss  Clark  of  Connecticut,  who  bore  him  three 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Caroline,   Harriet,  Hettie,  Harry,  Ebenezer  and 
Aaron.     Harry  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years,  and  Ebenezer 
located  in  Wisconsin.      Aaron  Rifenburg,  son  of  Henry,  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1802,  and  lived  and  died  in  Schoharie 
County,  his  demise  occurring  in  1884.     He  held  a  number  of  township  offices, 
and  like  his  father  before  him  was  a  Democrat  politically.      He  was   married 
twice,  and  by  his  first  wife  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
reached  mature  years:  William  H.,  John,  who  died,  leaving  a  family;  Hiram, 
Ebenezer,  who  was   a  soldier  in  a  New  York  regiment  during   the  war ;   Per- 
melia  (Gallop)  and  Hettie    (Gordon).      Mr.  Rifenburg's  second  wife  was   a 
sister  of  his  first,  but  no  children  were  born   of  this   union.       The  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Schoharie  County  in  1808,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Patience  (Rodman)  Banks,  also  of  Schoharie  County.  William 
Banks,  who  served  the  colonies  in  the   Revolution,  came  of  Holland   Dutch 
stock,  and  his  rightful  name  was  Millspaugh,  but  during  his  boyhood  he  had 
a  habit  of    terming  everything   "  as  good  as  a  bank,"  and  he  finally  came  to 
be  called  "  Banks  "  by  his  friends,  and  he  eventually  adopted  the  name.    Mrs. 
Aaron  Rifenburg  was  a  member  of  the   Baptist  Church,  and  both  herself  and 
husband  were  highly  respected  people   in  the   section  in  which  they  resided. 
Aaron  Rifenburg  was  not  a  member  of  any  church,  and  seems  to  have   placed 
common  honesty  higher  in  importance  than  a  belief  in  any  creed.      He  called 
himself  a  "  Punctonian,"  meaning  that  he  was  punctual  in  paying  his  debts, 
telling  the  truth,  etc.     William  H.  Rifenburg  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  as  his  father  was  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing connected  with  education,  he  received  a  more  than  ordinarily  thorough 
trainincr.      He   came  West  in   the  fall   of  1853,    and  spent    one    year    lum- 
bering in  Allegan  County,   Michigan,  two  years  were  then   spent  in  Minne- 
sota, and  he  located  a  claim  in  Forest   City,  which  he  assisted  in  laying  out. 
At  this  place  his  claim  shanty  with  its  contents  was  plundered  and  destroyed 
by  the  Indians.     In  the  spring  of  1857  he  came  to  Hobart,  Indiana,  and  began 
clerking  in  a  store,  but  shortly  after  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which 
he   tilled   for  one  year.     In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Ninth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Green  Briar,  West  Virginia, 
and  at  Buffalo  Mountain,  and  in  several  raids  and  scouting  expeditions  in  the 
winter  of  1861-62,  and  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Sergeant  for  bravery 
in  the  battle  of  Buffalo  Mountain.     At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  wounded 
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in  the  left  arm,  above  the  elbow  and  in  the  shoulder,  and  in  August  of  the 
same  year  was  discharged  for  disability.  He  then  returned  home,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  for  about 
fifteen  years  or  up  to  January,  1893,  he  conducted  a  lumbering  business.  He 
is  now  President  of  the  SchoU  Steel  WhiflBetree  Manufacturing  Company,which 
was  established  in  1892.  Mr.  Rifenburg  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  has  filled 
many  township  offices  very  acceptably.  He  was  married  December  25,  1858, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Stearns,  who  was  born  in  Porter  County,  Indiana,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  Stearns,  and  the  only  child  of  this  mai-riage  was  Mary,  wife  of  John 
J.  Wood.  He  was  left  a  widower  in  April,  1863,  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
took  Miss  Anna  Howe,  who  was  born  in  England,  a  daughter  of  George 
Howe,  a  gardener  by  occupation.  She  bore  him  twin  boys,  but  died  in  child- 
birth ;  the  children  died  also.  His  third  marriage  was  to  Sabrina  Sawyer,  a 
daughter  of  Philo  Sawyer  and  Charlotte  (Tanner)  Sawyer,  natives  of  New 
York  and  of  English  origin.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living:  Grace,  a  teacher;  Maud  and  Ruth.  Mr. 
Rifenburg  has  given  his  children  good  educational  advantages,  and  the  eldest 
graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute.  Mr.  Rifenburg  and 
his  wife  and  daughter  Mary  are  charter  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
of  the  Sunday  School  of  which  he  has  been  Superintendent  for  twenty-five 
years.     He  lias  been  active  in  temperance  and  other  good  work. 


.•••. 


FREDERICK  BURSTROM. 

The  business  of  the  merchant  is  not  only  one  that  may  be  the  road  to 
success,  but,  what  is  better  in  this  country,  certainly,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
honorable  of  vocations,  and  those  engaged  in  it  are,  as  a  class,  composed  of 
the  very  ablest  and  brightest  of  the  land.  In  the  list  of  worthy  and  honorable 
business  men  of  Porter  County,  Ind.,  the  name  of  our  subject  appears  as  one  in 
every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Ostergyllen,  Sweden,  where  he  was  born  July  17,  1826,  a 
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son  of   Andrew  and  Louisa  (Linburg)  Burstrom  and  grandson  of  Peter  Bur- 
strom,  who  was  employed  as  a  ship  builder  by  the  Swedish  government.     The 
latter  reared  a  family  of  six  children:  Peter,  who  became  captain  on  an  ocean 
vessel;  Andrew;  Charles,  a  tanner  by  trade;  John,  a  trader ;  Louisa,  who  died 
unmarried,  and  a  sou  whose  name  is  forgotten.     Andrew  Burstrom  became  a 
tanner  by  trade  and  lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-eight  years  and  three 
months,  his  death  occurring  in  1851.     He  was   married  twice,  and  by  his  first 
wife,  who  died  in  July  1826,  had  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  married  and 
reared  families,    namely:    Elizabeth    Chinblom,   Johanna  Grouquist,  Ulerika 
Guudell,  Charlotte  Ekeblad,  all  of   whom  are  dead.     Nicholas  and  Frederick 
are  still  living.     The  rest  not  mentioned  died  unmarried.      Nicholas  has  been 
married  twice,  had  five  children  by  his  first  wife  and  two  by  his  second  wife. 
He  is  seventy-nine  years  of  age  and  lives  in  Sweden.     Andrew  Burstrom's  sec- 
ond wife  was  Caroline  Karlsburg,  but  this  union  did  not  result  in  the  birth  of 
any  children.    Frederick  is  the  only  one  of  the  Burstrom  family  that  immigrated 
to  the  United  States.     Frederick  Burstrom  received  a  good  education  in  his 
native  land,  being  under  the  instruction  of  a  private  teacher  for  some  time, 
after  which   he  spent  two   years  in  college   at  Eksee.      When  he  had  attained 
about  the  age  of  eighteen   years   he   was   called  home  to  take  charge  of  his 
father's  tannery,  the  latter  having  become  too  old  to  operate  it  successfully, 
and  he  continued  to  control  this  business  until  his  removal  to  the  United  States 
in  October,  1852.      He  reached  this  country  after  a  voyage  of  fourteen  weeks, 
landing  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  after  which  he  went  direct  to  Boston, 
thence  to  Chicago   where  he  worked   the  first  winter  in  a  tannery.     In  the 
spring  of  1853  he  went  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  he  worked  in  a  saw- 
mill for  one  year,  then  purchased  a  100-acre  tract  of  land  at  $6  per  acre  which 
he  improved  and  sold,  with  the   exception   of  about  ten  acres  which  he  still 
owns.     In  the  fall  of  1866  he  moved  to  Paxton,  Illinois,  and  there  formed  a 
partnership  with  Herman  AVistrand  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  three  years 
later  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  determined  to  revisit  his  old  home  in  Sweden, 
and  during  the  nine  months  that  lie  remained  in  that  country,  his  health  was 
completely  restored.     He  then  returned  to  this  country  and  to  his  farm,  which 
he  successfully    operated  until   November,    1892,  when  he   purchased  a  half 
interest  in  a  store  at  Porter  in  partnership  with  August  Pillman,  and  has  given 
it  the  most  of  his  attention  up  to  the  present  time.     He  has  always  been  a 
man  of  much  public  spirit,  is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  section, 
and  has  spent  both  time  and  money  to  aid  all  enterprises  of  a  worthy  nature. 
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The  principles  of  the  Republican  party  have  always  received  his  heartiest 
approval,  and  he  has  served  two  terms  as  Trustee  of  his  township  and  one 
term  as  County  Commissioner,  in  which  capacity  he  showed  excellent  judg- 
ment, and  won  the  approval  of  both  political  friends  and  enemies.  During  the 
progress  of  the  great  Civil  War  he,  in  November,  1864,  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Thirty-Fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Regiment,  and  until  he  received  his  discharge 
in  the  fall  of  1865  his  command  operated  in  Alabama,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee and  Louisiana.  His  first  wife  was  Catherine  Wistrand,  who  died  in 
1890,  without  issue.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  October  15,  1891, 
was  Mrs.  Hannah  Dahlbeck  of  California,  late  widow  of  Gottlieb  Dahlbeck, 
and  daughter  of  L.  M.  Hall.  She  was  born  in  Sweden,  February  21,  1856. 
She  came  with  her  parents  who  had  three  other  children,  Anna,  Joseph  and 
Caroline,  to  this  country  in  1867,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Berlin,  Illinois, 
where  her  parents  lived  until  the  death  of  her  father  in  1885.  Mrs.  Bur- 
sti'om  was  educated  in  Minnesota  at  Gustavus  Adolphus  College,  St.  Peter, 
after  which  she  became  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  an  occupation  which 
she  followed  in  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  She  was  married  to  her  first 
husband,  Gottlieb  Dahlbeck,  in  Oakland,  Nebraska,  March  5,  1885,  and  bore 
him  two  daughters,  Mary  L.  C.  M.  and  Edna  R.  A.  They  moved  to  California 
in  1888,  where  her  husband  died  June  27,  1889.  She  has  borne  Frederick 
Burstrom,  one  son,  Paul  Frederick  Samuel,  who  was  born  July  29,  1892. 
Frederick  Burstrom  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Sweden  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church,  the  former  having  been  a  deacon  and  trustee  for  twenty- 
five  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  church  in  1853,  and  it  was 
regularly  organized  and  connected  with  the  Angstanna  Synod  three  years 
later.     Mr.  Burstrom  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 


AUGUST  HENRY  KNOSMAN. 

It  is  only  occasionally  a  man  is  met  who,  by  sheer  force  of  character, 
has  arisen  from  humble  surroundings  to  an  important  and  responsible  position 
and  one  commanding  the  respect  of  his  fellow-men.  Such  a  man  is  he  who 
forms  the  subject  of  this  sketch.       A  product  of   Licking   County,   Ohio,  his 
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birth  occurred  February  28,  1862;  a  son  of  August  H.  and  Hannah  (Sulli- 
van) Knosmau,  the  father,  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  mother,  of  Ireland.  The 
father  came  to  America  in  1852,  locating  first  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
married,  but  later  embarking  in  the  restaurant  business  in  Columbus. 
Still  later,  he  settled  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  but  a  short  time  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  our  Civil  War  established  himself  in  the  distillery  bus- 
iness at  Newark.  Although  a  foreigner,  Mr.  Knosman's  short  residence  in  the 
United  States  had  imbued  him  with  an  intense  love  for  his  adopted  country. 
The  peril  of  the  nation  at  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  aroused  his  patriotic 
sense  of  duty  and  he  enlisted  under  the  old  flag  as  a  member  of  the  Seventy-sixth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  a  period  of  three  years,  six  months  of  this 
time  being  an  inmate  of  that  infamous  rebel  prison,  Andersonville.  The  effects 
of  his  hoiTible  experience  at  this  place  resulted  in  his  death  in  1867. 

It  was  at  the  age  of  five  years  that  the  immediate  subject  of  tliis 
sketch  was  left  fatherless,  his  mother's  death  occurring  two  years  later.  Thus, 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  he  was  left  an  orphan,  with  no  other  relatives 
to  whom  to  look.  He  was  placed  with  a  guardian  and  was  given  the  advantage 
of  public  school  education.  In  1874  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  went  to  Toronto, 
Canada,  where  he  attended  college  three  years.  In  1877  he  returned  to  New- 
ark, Ohio,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  embarked  in  life's  battle  upon  his  own 
responsibility,  carrying  water  for  railroad  hands  at  Fort  Recovery,  Ohio,  for 
fifty  cents  per  day.  At  this  place  he  became  connected  with  an  engineering 
corps,  was  promoted,  and  for  seven  or  eight  years  followed  engineering  through 
the  Eastei'n,  Southern,  Middle  and  Western  States,  thirty  in  number.  While 
on  a  surveying  trip  in  Arkansas,  in  the  interest  of  the  Memphis,  Arkansas  & 
Kansas  Railroad  in  July,  1886,  he  was  taken  ill  with  mountain  malarial  fever 
and  so  reduced  in  health  and  finance  that  he  came  to  Indiana  for  relief. 
The  spring  of  1887,  he  became  paymaster  and  book-keeper  for  Miller, 
Loomis  &  Gill,  who  were  the  contractors  and  constructors  of  forty  miles  of 
railroad  in  Missouri,  with  headquarters  at  La  Plata.  For  about  three  years 
he  continued  in  this  capacity.  He  also  was  associated  with  the  Chicago 
&  Alton  Railroad  Company  in  Southern  Illinois  for  a  time.  In  March,  1890, 
he  became  book-keeper  and  paymaster  for  a  contracting  firm  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad,  but  in  July,  of  the  same  year, 
returned  to  Knox,  Indiana,  which  has  since  been  his  permanent  home,  although 
it  has  nominally  been  his  residence  since  February,  1881.  The  fall  of  1890, 
he  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics,   following  which  he  was  appointed 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  343 

Deputy  Sheriff  under  Jacob  Vanderwheele  but  which  he  gave  up  to  embark  in  the 
hotel  business,  but  later  was  associated  with  W.  A.  Pierson,  dealer  in  general 
merchandise,  as  salesman.  An  ardent  Democrat  in  politics  be  became  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  his  party  in  1892,  for  the  office  of  Auditor  of  Starke  County,  to 
which  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  211  votes,  leading  the  State  ticket  fifty- 
eight,  which  demonstrates  his  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  people  of  Starke  County,  whom  he  numbers  as  his  friends  regardless  of  pol- 
itics. Mr.  Knosman's  wide  experience  particularly  adapts  him  for  his  position, 
and  already  he  has  made  much  improvement  in  the  work  of  auditor.  He  has 
a  genial  disposition,  is  an  excellent  companion,  a  keen  business  man,  and  is 
Captain  of  Company  H,  Second  Regiment  Infantry,  Indiana  Legion,  by  com- 
mission of  Governor  Matthews.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  North  Judson 
Lodge,  No.  438,  F.  &  A.  M.,  North  Judson  Chapter  108,  R.  A.  M.,  Logans- 
port  Council  No.  11.  R.  &  S.  M.,  Valparaiso  Commandery  No.  28,  K.  T.,  and 
Knox  Lodge  No.  296,  K.  of  P. 


>  ••• ' 


MISS  MARY  EILEEN  AHERN. 

As  mediums  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  masses,  public  col- 
lections of  books  take  rank  second  only  to  the  common-school  system.  The 
State  library  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  has  been  steadily  prosperous,  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  being  increased  year  by  year,  and  the  careful  selection  and 
completeness  of  the  collection  gives  it  a  value  second  to  very  few.  The  State 
Librarian,  Miss  Mary  Eileen  Ahern,  is  a  lady  thoroughly  equipped  by  intimate 
knowledge  of  books  for  the  care  of  the  library.  To  the  requisites  of  ability 
she  adds  those  of  temperament,  and  all  patrons  of  the  library  will  agree  in 
acknowledging  her  painstaking  and  uniform  consideration  and  courtesy  in  ren- 
dering assistance  to  those  pursuing  any  particular  branch  of  inquiry.  This 
lady  removed  with  her  parents  to  Spencer,  Indiana,  in  1890,  and  there  she 
attended  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  High  School  in  May,  1878. 
In  October,  1878,  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  she  began  teaching  school 
at  Bloomfield,  Indiana,  and  was  thus   engaged  for  two  years,  meeting   with 
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unusual  success  in  that  capacity.  Returning  to  Spencer  she  taught  in  the 
high  schools  of  that  city  for  four  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1884  she  removed 
to  Peru,  Indiana,  where  she  made  her  home  until  the  spring  of  1889.  On  the 
1st  of  April  of  that  year  she  became  assistant  librarian,  and  on  January  23, 
1893,  she  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  as  State  Librarian,  which  position 
she  now  fills  in  a  very  able  manner.  Possessed  of  rare  culture  and  attain- 
ments Miss  Ahern  discharges  her  duties  with  highly  commendable  zeal  and 
ability.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  her  parents  Miss  Ahern  is  second  in 
order  of  birth.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  a  country  that  our  people 
have  heard  or  read  more  or  less  of;  a  land  that  seems  to  be  the  breeding  place 
for  the  production  of  the  brain,  the  energy  and  muscle  that  move  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Her  mother  was  an  O'Neill  of  County  Clare,  a  very  noted  family  of 
that  county,  and  she  was  a  lady  possessed  of  great  force  of  character  and 
remarkable  financial  ability.  She  died  when  Miss  Ahei'u  was  but  twelve 
years  of  age.  The  father,  William  Ahern,  was  a  .native  of  County  Cork,  and 
like  many  of  his  native  countrymen,  his  day-dream  was  for  liberty,  and  the 
right  to  cope  with  his  fellow  men.  As  a  consequence  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1852,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Indianapolis,  where  he  was 
married.  He  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Spencer,  Indiana,  and  is  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  many  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  The  children  born  to 
this  estimable  couple  are  named  as  follows:  Johanna,  a  resident  of  Spencer, 
and  wife  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  who  is  County  Clerk  of  Owen  County,  Indiana ; 
Mary  E.,  and  James.  Our  subject  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Library 
Association  held  at  San  Francisco,  California,  in  1891,  and  is  now  secretary  of 
the  State  Library  section  of  the  National  Library  Association.  She  is  the 
founder  of  the  Library  Association  of  Indiana,  of  which  she  has  been  secre- 
tary since  its  organization,  and  was  secretary  of  High  School  section  of  the 
State  Teachers'  Association  for  two  years. 


>  ••• ' 
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CONRAD  BENDER. 

This  free  country  of  America  affords  numberless  instances  of  men  who 
have  made  their  way  alone  in  life,  having  nothing  upon  which  to  depend  but 
their  own  strong  arms  and  determination  to  do  and  to  succeed.  Such  men 
are  always  self-reliant,  their  necessities  having  taught  them  that  what  is  done 
must  be  done  through  themselves  alone.  They  are  worthy  and  well  qualified 
to  perform  what  duties  they  are  called  upon  to  discharge,  and  are  almost  uni- 
versally leaders  of  thought  in  their  communities,  and  lead  lives  of  great  use- 
fulness. Such  a  man  is  Conrad  Bender,  who  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Horuau,  near  Frankfort,  Germany,  September  1,  1844,  his  parents  being  Peter 
Conrad  and  Catherine  (Bender)  Bender.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Conrad 
Bender,  was  a  native  of  the  same  country,  and  although  a  shoe-maker  by 
trade,  he  gave  the  most  of  his  attention  to  farming.  During  the  French 
Kevolutiou  he  served  in  the  German  Army,  and  died  about  1852,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Miller,  died  in 
1850,  having  become  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Catherine  (Kargus), 
who  died  in  Nebraska;  Margaret,  who  died  in  Germany,  leaving  a  family; 
Madalena  (Paul),  of  Lake  County,  Indiana;  Eva  (Welk),  of  Germany;  Eliz- 
abeth (Jacobi),  who  died  in  Milwaukee;  Anna  (Krebs),  who  died  in  Ger- 
many, leaving  a  large  family ;  Peter,  who  died  in  Germany,  leaving  a  family ; 
Christian,  who  also  died  there,  leaving  a  son  and  eight  daughters ;  Peter  and 
Mat.,  the  latter  dying  unmarried.  Peter  Conrad  Bender  was  born  on  the  30th 
of  March,  1817,  in  Germany,  and  was  married  on  the  14th  of  November,  1842- 
He  for  some  time  labored  on  a  railroad  in  the  German  Empire,  but  in  January, 
1855,  became  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  reaching  this  country  after  a 
five  week's  ocean  voyage.  He  at  once  went  west  to  the  city  of  Chicago,  and 
thence  came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  he  began  working  by  the  day, 
and  rented  land  until  the  fall  of  1863,  when  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  for 
which  he  paid  $13  per  acre.  This  land  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  after- 
ward eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  added  to  his  original  purchase.  In 
1879  he  sold  this  property,  and  until  September,  1883,  he  made  his  home  with 
his  son,  Conrad,  after  which  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Marshall  County,  Kan- 
sas, where  they  made  their  home  for  seven  years.      At  the  end  of  that  time 
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they  retured  to  Indiana,  and  in  tbe  fall  of  1891  moved  to  Merrick  County, 
Nebraska,  where  they  reside  with  a  son.  The  father  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine  childi'en,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in 
Germany.  The  others  are  Conrad ;  Joseph,  who  served  in  a  Michigan  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  War:  Jacob,  of  Nebraska;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four;  Martin,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Peter  was  killed  in  Kansas  when 
thirty-four  years  of  age;  Frank,  a  resident  of  Kansas,  and  Margaret  (Schill), 
who  resides  in  Chicago.  Conrad  Bender  came  with  his  mother  and  six  chil- 
dren to  the  United  States  in  January,  1856,  landing  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.  He  has  resided  on  a  fai-m  ever  since  coming  to  this  country,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  When  fourteen 
he  began  working  by  the  month,  and  continued  thus  employed  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen.  In  October,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Eighty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  but  in  April,  1865, 
was  attached  to  the  Forty-eighth  Indiana,  participating  in  the  engagement  at 
Whiteside,  North  Carolina,  and  also  in  several  skirmishes.  He  received  his 
discharge  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  July,  1865,  after  having  participated  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  After  his  return  he 
worked  on  different  railroads  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  made  a  trip 
west  and  worked  in  Chicago  for  one  season.  He  then  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  April,  1877,  after  which  h« 
rented  land  for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, and  located  on  it  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year.  Since  that  time 
he  has  greatly  improved  it  in  many  ways,  especially  in  regard  to  farm  buildings 
of  different  kinds,  and  has  found  a  profitable  source  of  revenue  in  keeping  a 
dairy.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Suhr,  was  born  in  Germany, 
a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Fredreka  (Lichtwarle)  Suhr,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1870,  and  located  in  South  Chicago.  Mr.  Suhr  was  a  miller  in 
Germany.  He  came  to  this  country  with  three  children:  Fredreka  (Harder), 
of  Chicago;  Henry  and  Emma.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  June, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She  had  been  married  twice,  first  to 
Charles  Schmidt,  by  whom  she  had  one  sou — Charles.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  the  following  children  have  been  born:  Edward  F.,  John  H.,  Martha  F., 
Ida  A.,  Bertha  A.,  Albert  C.,and  Frank  J.  The  eldest  child  was  Arthur,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Bender  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  while 
he  is  a  Roman  Catholic. 
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ARCHIBALD    BEAL. 

Archibald  Beal  was  born  April  22,  1830,  at  Willsborough,  Essex 
County,  New  York.  His  father.  Dexter  Beal,  was  born  April  4,  1800,  in 
Athens,  Windham  County,  Vermont.  His  grandfather  was  Abel  Beal.  His 
ancestors  came  from  Hingham,  England,  in  1685  and  settled  in  Hingham, 
Massachusetts.  The  name  was  then  spelled  "Beale"  but  afterward  the  final 
"e"  was  dropped.  Archibald's  mother's  name  was  Sarah  French,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  In  1839  the  family  removed  from  Willsborough  to  Ohio  and 
settled  on  the  Wyandot  reservation,  among  the  Indians.  Here  the  father 
died,  May  10  of  the  following  year,  and  the  family  was  broken  up,  and  the 
mother  and  the  six  children  were  obliged  to  care  for  themselves.  The  country 
was  new,  provisions  scarce,  and  prices  high,  and  there  was  much  suffering. 
Two  of  the  sons  died,  leaving  two  and  the  two  daughters.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
Archibald,  the  eldest,  succeeded  by  hard  work  and  economy  in  providing  a 
home  for  the  mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  by  studying  at  night  in 
acquiring  sufficient  education  to  become  a  teacher  of  a  common  school.  As 
soon  as  his  funds  would  permit,  above  the  needs  of  the  family,  he  attended 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  on  returning  he  was 
chosen  teacher  of  the  school  at  Brush  Kidge,  Ohio,  which  position  be  held 
until  the  spring  of  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Mishawaka,  Indiana.  Here, 
during  the  summer,  he  acted  as  solicitor  for  a  local  firm  and  as  agent  for  an 
eastern  book  house.  In  the  winter  he  taught  school  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
following  spring  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  was  elected  Principal  of  the  schools 
at  Wyandot,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1857.  During  his  engage- 
ment at  Wyandot,  and  on  August  3,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Emily  Hutchinson,  at  Mishawaka.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1857 
he  moved  his  family,  wife,  two  children,  and  mother,  to  Mishawaka.  Here 
he  engaged  as  book-keeper  for  Graham  &  Travis,  carriage  and  wagon  man- 
ufacturers and  hardware  dealers,  who  failed  that  fall  and  were  succeeded  by 
George  Millburn  &  Co.  The  new  firm  retained  the  book-keeper  until  August 
1,  1858,  when  he  purchased  the  "Mishawaka  Enterprise,"  on  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Millburn,  and  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business.  He  continued  the 
publication  of  this  paper  until  late  in  the  fall  of  1865,  when  he  sold  it  to  N. 
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V.  Brower,  having  a  short  time  before  purchased  of  Alfred  Wheeler,  Hon. 
Schuyler  Colfax's  partner,  the  "St.  Joseph  Valley  Eegister,"  of  South  Bend,  In- 
diana. During  his  residence  in  Mishawaka,  as  well  as  in  Ohio,  he  was  elected 
to  several  important  offices,  among  them  that  of  one  the  trustees  of  the  town 
and  president  of  the  board;  also  one  of  the  school  trustees  and  president  of  the 
board.  Not  being  permitted  to  enlist  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  a  soldier, 
he  made  a  vigorous  fight  through  the  "Enterprise,''  in  speech  and  in  every  pos- 
sible way,  for  the  Union  cause,  being  sent  on  important  missions  to  the  State 
Capital,  and  giving  of  his  means  to  pay  bounty  to  volunteers.  His  office  was 
left  several  times  without  printers  by  their  volunteering,  and  the  publication 
of  the  paper  delayed,  but  never  suspended.  November  1,  1865,  he  became 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  "Register,"  at  South  Bend,  and  moved  his  family 
there  the  next  spring.  He  was  the  first  to  begin  publication  of  local  matter 
and  the  first  to  start  a  steam  press  in  the  city.  In  the  fall  of  1871,  he  was 
the  leader  of  a  party  of  editors  of  Northern  Indiana,  in  a  tour  throughout  the 
south.  While  at  South  Bend  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  (having  united  with  that  organization  while  at  Mishawaka)  and  held 
the  offices  of  class  leader  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  twelve 
years,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  etc.  He  was  prosperous  in  business, 
adding  to  his  establishment  a  book-bindery,  a  daily  paper,  and  a  large  station- 
ery store,  besides  erecting  a  fine  residence,  and  at  different  times  was  asso- 
ciated with  several  others  in  business  partnerships,  but  in  the  fall  of  1878 
was  obliged  to  sell  everything  to  pay  security  debts,  having  signed  notes  for 
his  friends,  and  thus  a  competency  was  swept  away.  The  next  year,  1879, 
was  spent  in  trying  to  collect  outstanding  claims,  and  in  January,  1880,  he 
purchased  of  Charles  G.  Powell,  the  "La  Porte  Herald,"  and  consolidated  it 
with  the  "La  Porte  Chronicle,"  thus  forming  the  La  Porte  Printing  Company, 
job  printers  and  publishers  of  the  prosperous  "Daily  and  Weekly  Herald,"  of 
which  he  was  elected  (and  is  yet)  business  manager,  secretary,  and  treas- 
urer. In  1882,  the  family  moved  to  La  Porte,  where  thej-  have  since  resided. 
Since  living  in  La  Porte,  Mr.  Beal,  in  addition  to  his  secular  labor,  has  been 
engaged,  as  before,  almost  continuously  in  church  and  Sunday  School  work, 
being  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  class  leader,  steward,  etc.,  until  resigning 
these  positions  of  his  own  accord.  He  assists  in  revival  meetings  and  fills 
appointments  for  circuit  preachers,  when  they  are  in  need  of  help.  He  is  the 
father  of  three  children,  all  living:  Willis  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Martha  E.  The  two 
former  are  married,  the  first  residing  in  La  Porte,  and  the  second,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
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Warner,  iu  Ogden,  Utab.  Martha  E.,  lives  at  borne.  In  1892,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beal  vi-sited  her  brother,  iu  California,  and  traveled  over  10,000  miles  in  the 
Western  states,  including  a  visit  to  their  daughter,  in  Ogden,  Utah.  On  their 
return  Mrs.  Beal  was  taken  suddenly  ill  on  the  train,  and  died  very  unexpect- 
edly after  reaching  Chicago,  May  18.  Her  remains  were  brought  home  and 
tenderly  laid  at  rest  in  Pine  Lake  Cemetery.  Her  death  was  a  great  shock 
to  her  family  and  friends,  and  an  irreparable  loss. 


DANIEL  LA  FEVER. 

The  philosophy  of  success  in  life  is  an  interesting  study,  and  affords  a 
lesson  from  which  others  can  profit.  The  occupation  which  Mr.  Le  Fever  has 
followed  successfully,  and  which  has  been  known  and  honored  since  the  world 
began,  is  that  of  farming,  and  his  eighty-acre  tract  of  land  is  tilled  in  such  an 
admirable  manner  that  it  yields  an  income  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  himself 
and  family.  Mr.  Le  Fever  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Davis  Township, 
Starke  County,  Indiana,  October  20,  1854,  to  Samuel  and  Frances  M.  (Wrig- 
ley)  Le  Fever,  and  on  the  old  place  he  was  brought  up  and  received  his  rudi- 
mentary knowledge  of  the  art  of  husbandry.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  section  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  on  a  rented  farm  in  Washington 
Township.  Two  years  later  he  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  and 
this  he  manages  in  a  most  progressive  and  enlightened  manner.  His  views 
on  all  matters  of  general  interest  are  sound,  and  in  1888  he  was  chosen  as  a 
suitable  man  to  fill  the  responsible  position  of  County  Commissioner,  a  posi- 
tion to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1890,  and  which  he  is  still  holding.  The 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  have  always  received  his  approval  and,  being 
interested  and  active  in  the  support  of  them,  he  wields  considerable  influence 
throughout  his  section.  Mr.  Lb  Fever  was  married  November  21,  1875,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Groshaus,  a  native  of  Washington  Township,  Starke  County, 
by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Mary,  born  October  20,  1876;  Martha,  born 
October  5, 1878,  and  Edward,  born  February  19.  1885.  Mr.  Le  Fever  takes  pride 
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in  assisting  all  public  enterprises,  and  is  public  spirited,  liberal  and  high- 
minded.  His  entire  career  has  been  upright  and  honorable,  and  he  is  in 
every  way  worthy  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held.  He  has  a  pleasant  and 
comfortable  home,  in  which  the  most  cordial,  yet  a  thoroughly  unostentatious, 
hospitality  is  dispensed,  and  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  favorites  in  the  social 
circles  of  their  section. 


'••••- 


WARREN  C.  RANSBURG. 

The  protection  afforded  by  the  laws  of  a  country  are  inestimable.  When 
the  people  overturn  the  jurisdictions  of  their  nation,  a  chaos  prevails  in  which 
the  good  is  lost  sight  of  in  the  terrible  mobs  and  riots  of  the  liberty-drunken 
citizens,  as  exemplified  in  the  bloody  revolution  in  the  city  of  Paris.  A  wise 
people  is  that  which  abides  by  the  edicts  of  its  head,  and  employs  agents  to 
explain  the  methods  of  that  body.  Prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the  foremost  of 
the  brilliant  circle  of  lawyers  in  the  city  of  LaPorte,  Indiana,  stands  the  name 
of  Warren  C.  Ransburg,  who  has  a  most  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of 
the  complications  of  law,  and  has  steadily  advanced  to  the  honorable  position 
he  now  occupies  in  the  estimation  of  the  members  of  his  profession,  and  his 
large  clientele.  He  was  born  in  Salem  Township,  Steuben  County,  Indiana, 
July  16,  1855,  a  son  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Stryker)  Ransburg,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  and  the  latter  in  Steuben  County, 
New  York.  The  Ransburgs  come  of  fine  old  German  stock  and  the  town  of 
Rendsborg,  in  Holstein,  Germany,  was  named  in  honor  of  this  family.  Tlie 
paternal  grandfather,  Christian  Ransburg,  became  a  wealthy  planter  of  Mary- 
land, but  he  was  eventually  called  from  life  in  Steuben  County,  Indiana.  Like 
his  father  before  him,  David  Ransburg,  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  liv- 
ing, which  calling  he  was  pursuing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1871,  in  Branch 
County,  Michigan.  The  mother  still  resides  in  the  vicinity  of  Quiucy,  Mich- 
igan, on  her  farm,  and  although  in  her  seventy-sixth  year,  is  yet  hale  and 
hearty.  Of  five  children  born  to  them,  three  are  living,  Lewis  C,  who  lives 
on  the  old  home  farm  in  Michigan;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Horace  G.  Bidwell,  of 
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Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  Warren  C.     The  two  children  deceased  were  Francis 
M.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Catherine  M.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Gilbert  D. 
Lyon,  of  Michigan.     Warren  C.  Ransburg  was  reared  to  the  healthy  and  in- 
yigorating  life  of  the  farm,  and  in  helping  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  home 
place  he  obtained  stout  muscles  and  strengthened  an  already  good  constitution. 
When  there  was  no  work  to  be  done  on  the  home  place,  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  vicinity,  which  were  mostly  conducted  on  the  old  subscrip- 
tion plan,  and  pursued  the  paths  of  learning  sitting  on  the  slab  seats  without 
any  backs,  which  were  in  vogue  at  that  period.     At  the  time  of  the  father's 
removal  to   Steuben   County,  Indiana,  he  purchased  what  was  known  as  the 
Crusen  Tavern,  which   had  been  a  half-way  house  fof  outlaws,  and  he  was 
very  active  in  driving  this  very  undesirable  class  of  people  out  of  the  country. 
After  the  death  of  the  head  of  the  family  Warren  C.  began  working  out  by 
the  month,  and    attended  school    during  the  winter    seasons  until    he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a   "Hoosier  Schoolmaster,"  and  con- 
tinued to  "wield  the  birch"  during  the  winter  mouths,  and  farm  during  the 
summers,  until   he  had   acquired  sufficient  means  to  defray  his   expenses   at 
college.     At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  entered  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School,  at  Valparaiso,  as   a  member  of  the  Senior  class,  although  he  had 
attended   no  other   school,  with  the  exception  of   a  few  months  spent  in  the 
High  School  at  Quincy,  Michigan,  the  greater  part  of  his  education  having  been 
obtained  by  night  work,  after  his  day's  labor  was  ended.     He  graduated  from 
the  above  mentioned  institution  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1878,  the  follow- 
ing year  being  spent  as  Principal  of  the  High  School,  at  Hannah,  Indiana. 
Following  this  he  was  Principal  of  the  schools  at  Westville,  Indiana,  for  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  a  close  student  of  natural  history  and  pre- 
pared several  valuable  cabinets  of  specimens.     He  made  two  trips  through  the 
caves  of  southern  Indiana  and  Kentiicky  and  in  all  traveled  over  two  hundred 
miles  under  ground.     Following  this  he  engaged  in  the  publishing  business 
in  Valparaiso  and  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the   Northern  Indiana  School 
Journal,  a  position  for  which  his   extensive   experience  in  the  school-room 
amply  fitted  him.     Later  he  published  "The  American."     In  1886  he  accepted 
the  position  of  Principal  and  Superintendent  of  the  schools  at  Quincy,  Mich- 
igan, and  retained  this  position  for  nearly  two  years.     From  the  early  days 
of  his  manhood  he  had  given  considerable  attention  to  law,  and  having  pre- 
pared himself  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  this  profession  he  opened  an 
office   in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  in   August,  1887,  and  has  built  up  a  patronage 
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which  fully  occupies  his  time  and  attention.  In  1888  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Cleveland-Thurman  Club,  took  part  in  the  management  of  that  cam- 
paign. He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Attorney  of  LaPorte  County,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  which  office  he  has  made  an  enviable  record  for 
himself.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  all  things  old — "  old  friends,  old  books,"  etc., 
and  during  the  many  years  that  he  has  resided  in  different  towns  and  cities, 
he  has  ever  remained  faithful  to  that  noble  animal,  the  horse,  for  which  he 
acquired  a  great  affection  during  his  farm  life.  He  usually  keeps  two  or  three 
good  horses,  and  hardly  a  day  passes  that  he  can  not  be  seen  either  driving  or 
riding  horseback.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  K.  O.  T.  M., 
the  Koyal  Arcanum  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  State  Detective  Association.  While  in  literary  and  educational 
work  he  came  in  contact  with  many  prominent  writers  and  lecturers  and  some 
of  his  experiences  may  with  profit  be  given ;  while  on  his  cave-inspecting  tour 
he  heard  of  Esq.  Boone's  Cave  and  Mill,  and  wrote  to  that  gentleman  concern- 
ing them,  and  in  due  time  received  the  following  reply  on  a  postal  card: 

"Your  letter  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  my  cave  received  and  in  reply  will 
say  that  I  am  dead  and  have  been  for  more  than  fifty  years.  My  cave  is  a 
small  affair,  just  large  enough  for  my  bones.  I  know  of  no  specimens  in  it 
that  would  be  of  interest  to  you."     I  remain  yours  truly,  BoONE. 

Mr.  Kansburg  has  always  been  a  great  admirer  of  Bob  Burdette  and  at 
one  time  wrote  to  him  to  open  a  course  of  lectures  at  Valparaiso,  and  in  answer 
came  back  promptly  the  following  characteristic  reply; 

"My  Dear  Ransburg — 

"  Thou  art  so  near  and  yet  so  far — 
For  I  am  here  and  you  are  thar, 
So  close  beneath  the  setting  sun 
My  willing  feet  will  scarcely  run. 
Through  all  the  summer's  scorching  heat 
In  sad  sea  waves  I'll  bathe  my  feet. 
I  cannot,  will  not  think  it  best 
To  give  June  lectures  way  out  West; 
In  fact,  until  some  time  next  fall, 
T  will  not  lecture  none  at  all." 

Yours  fraternally, 

Bob  J.  Burdette." 
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Mr.  Eansburg  tells  an  incident  of  Benjamin  F.  Taylor,  the  author  of 
■"Between  the  Gates,"  and  "Theophilus  Trent,"  etc.  While  at  Quincy,  Mich- 
igan, to  fill  an  engagement  made  him  by  Mr.  Ransburg,  he  expressed  a  desire 
to  meet  the  latter's  family,  and  taking  Mr.  Ransburg's  little  daughter  on  his 
knee  he  asked  her  if  she  did  not  wish  to  hear  a  story,  and  then  told  her  the 
story  of  Theophilus  Trent  in  a  manner  that  would  equal  his  best  effort  on  the 
rostrum.  Two  or  three  times  he  remarked  that  this  was  his  first  story  and  he 
wondered  if  it  would  be  his  last.  He  died  soon  after  and  seemed  to  have  a 
premonition  of  approaching  death,  although  at  that  time  in  good  health.  Mr. 
Ransburg  was  married  November  23,  1881,  to  Miss  S.  Orella  Beahn,  of  LaPorte 
County,  Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  two  interesting  little  daughters,  Vera 
Oenone  and  Gladys  Allien. 


>  •••  •- 


PLINEY  P.   GORDON,  M.D. 

Tlie  profession  of  the  physician  and  surgeon  is  one  that  has  drawn  to 
it,  at  all  periods  of  its  history,  the  brightest  and  most  upright  of  men,  and 
prominent  in  this  respect  is  Dr.  Gordon,  whose  cheerful  confidence  in  the  sick 
room  is  often  as  potent  as  his  medicines,  and  he  is  at  all  times  a  student  in 
his  profession,  ever  grasping  after  new  truths  in  science.  He  keeps  himself 
thoroughly  posted  in  his  profession,  his  diagnoses  being  almost  instantaneous 
and  very  rarely  incorrect.  He  has  ever  been  a  gentleman  of  great  steadfast- 
ness of  purpose,  and  seldom  fails  to  accomplish  what  he  undertakes,  while  his 
kindness  and  consideration  in  the  sick  room  can  not  fail  to  be  appreciated. 

Dr.  Pliney  Powers  Gordon  is  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Lucy  (Powers) 
Gordon.  He  was  born  in  Tioga  County,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  December  21, 
1835.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm  and  given  the  privileges  of  a  common 
school  and  academic  education.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  War- 
ren Burns  at  Bronsou,  Michigan.  In  1863  he  entered  the  Michigan  University 
at  Ann  Arbor.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medi- 
cal College,  Immediately  after  leaving  college,  he  located  in  Hobart,  Indiana, 
23 


354  PICTORIAL  AND 

where  be  has  since  remained,  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  in 
connection  with  which  he,  with  his  brother,  John  M.  Gordon,  as  partner, 
has  owned  a  drug  store,  and  done  business  in  Hobart  for  twenty-five  years. 
Dr.  Gordon  has  been  connected  with  many  interests  of  the  town,  and  has  ever 
shown  himself  a  loyal  citizen;  a  promoter  of  all  wise  and  good  schemes, 
wherein  citizens  and  town  could  be  benefited;  slow  and  cool  of  judgment,  his 
counsel  is  often  sought  and  acted  upon.  He  has  served  as  Coroner  two  terms, 
was  twice  a  member  of  the  Pension  Board  under  President  Cleveland,  has 
always  been  an  active  Democrat  in  principles  and  politics.  Socially,  he  is  a 
polite,  humorous,  witty  and  agreeable  man.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Dr.  Gordon  was  married  December  27,  1869,  to  Miss  Hettie  Rifenbark, 
a  native  of  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary 
(Banks)  Rifenbark.  To  this  union  four  children  have  been  given,  but  oue 
living  to  maturity,  Howard  E.  Gordon.  Dr.  Gordon  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  his  wife  August  3,  1891.  She  was  a  gentle,  estimable  woman, 
an  excellent  wife  and  mother,  an  earnest,  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  which  she  had  been  connected  many  years,  and  by 
whom  she  is  held  in  loving  remembrance.  Edwin  Gordon,  the  father  of  Dr. 
Pliney  Powers  Gordon,  was  the  son  of  John  Gordon,  Jr.,  and  (Sarah  Rath- 
bone)  Gordon.  He  was  born  in  Leslie  Township,  Broom  County,  New  York, 
April  7,  1800,  and  there  made  his  home  until  he  reached  early  manhood, 
when  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  Although  he  had  previously  been  engaged 
in  the  tanning  business,  he  turned  his  attention  to  lumbering  in  that  State. 
In  1840  he  removed  to  Macomb  County,  Michigan,  then  to  Oakland  County, 
and  in  1844  settled  in  the  township  of  Bethel,  Branch  County,  Michigan, 
where  he  purchased  ninety  acres  of  good  farming  land.  He  was  a  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles  up  to  1856,  when  he  became  a  Republican.  He 
was  a  man  of  high  moral  principles,  and  a  warm,  merry  heart.  He  attended 
the  Methodist  Church  with  his  family,  but  never  united  with  any  church 
organization.  He  was  better  educated  than  the  majority  of  men  of  his 
age.  He  died  at  Bethel,  Michigan,  January  4,  1857,  and  is  buried  at  Gilead, 
Branch  County,  Michigan.  The  wife  of  Edwin  Gordon  was  Lucy  (Powers) 
Gordon.  She  was  born  October  11,  1802,  at  Westminister,  West  AVindham 
County,  Vermont.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Manasseh  and  Susanna  (Pain) 
Powers,  and  the  youngest  of  twelve  children.  She  was  a  woman  endowed 
with  unusual   patience   and  clear,   hopeful  Christian   principles.     With  her 
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children  she  was  firm,  mild  and  generous  to  the  utmost  degree.  Her  life  was 
a  continual  benediction  to  her  family.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  survived  her.  She  was  a  conscientious,  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcojial  Church  for  more  than  sixty  years.  She  died  with  her 
son,  John  M.  Gordon,  at  Hobart,  Indiana,  March  23,  1882,  and  was  buried 
beside  her  husband  in  Gilead,  Branch  County,  Michigan.  The  children  of 
Edwin  and  Lucy  Gordon  are  Wallace  W.  Gordon ;  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  War,  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry  of  Volunteers,  and  a  lumberman 
by  occupation.  He  died  at  Hobart,  Indiana,  May  6,  1893;  was  buried  at  his 
home,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin;  Sarah  S.  (Roe),  of  Bronson,  Michigan;  Roxania 
M.  (Truesdell),  of  Bronson,  Michigan;  L.  Britannia  (Henderson),  of  Detroit 
Michigan ;  Dr.  Pliney  P.  Gordon,  of  Hobart,  Indiana;  John  M.  Gordon,  Hobart, 
Indiana,  and  Mary  J.  (Dudley),  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

The  children  of  Manasseh  and  Susanna  (Pain)  Powers,  the  grand- 
parents of  Dr.  Pliney  Powers  Gordon,  were  Polly,  who  never  married;  Nelson, 
Pennsylvania;  Sally  (now  Mrs.  Flint),  of  Utica,  New  York;  Susan  (Mrs.  Mans- 
field), of  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania;  Simeon,  a  physician,  of  Nelson,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Roxania,  who  is  married,  Nelson,  Pennsylvania;  Lot,  a  Presbyterian 
preacher;  Mary,  who  died  in  Vermont;  Pliney,  a  physician,  of  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan; Lydia  (Mrs.  Roberts),  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan;  Lucy  (Mrs.  Edwin 
Gordon),  the  mother  of  Dr.  Pliney  P.  Gordon.  Manasseh  Powers  was  a 
minute  man  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  often 
officiated  as  a  minister  in  the  local  churches.  The  father  of  Edwin  Gordon 
was  a  Scotchman  by  birth  and  bringing  up.  While  attending  school  in  his 
native  home,  he,  with  three  of  his  schoolmates,  was  seized  by  a  British  press 
gang,  forced  into  the  English  service  and  brought  to  this  country.  He  was  a 
private  in  Capt.  Robert  Scott's  Company  of  foot.  At  his  own  request,  having 
provided  a  man  in  his  place,  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  on  December 
4,  1779,  near  White  Hall,  New  York.  He  attended  school  for  a  while  in  this 
country,  and  by  association  with  the  Indians  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of 
their  language,  and  the  French,  that  he  was  interpreter  for  a  Mr.  McKensie, 
who  was  employed  by  the  Government  to  explore  some  portion  of  the  Indian 
territory,  and  was  in  his  service  about  two  years.  He  finally  settled  in  Broom 
County,  New  York,  where  he  became  a  farmer.  His  wife,  Sarah  Rathbone, 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  Rathborne,  was  the  widow  of  Joseph  Main,  for  seven 
years,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  John  Main,  when  he  married  her.  She  was 
a  sister  to  Maj.  R.  Rathbone  and  a  first  cousin  to  Mrs.  Doet  Willard,  of  Shef- 
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field,  Massachusetts.  John  Gordon,  Jr.,  was  her  second  husband.  They  had 
six  children:  Mary  (Mrs.  Ambrose  Millard);  Groves,  the  eldest  son;  Laura, 
(Mrs.  Thomas  Boise);  Britannia  (Mrs.  Dr.  Pliney  Powers);  Mercy,  who 
died  a  young  girl  at  home,  and  Edwin  Gordon,  the  father  of  Pliney  P.  Gor- 
don, M.  D. 

After  John  Gordon,  Jr.'s,  death,  his  widow  married  a  Mr.  Councilman, 
a  man  of  property,  with  whom  she  lived  several  years.  When  a  widow,  the 
third  time,  she  lived  with  her  son,  John  Main,  in  Mainsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
She  died  and  was  buried  there,  aged  ninety-four.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  from  the  time  she  was  fourteen  years  old.  Her  parents  lived 
and  died  in  that  belief  also.  Her  second  husband,  John  Gordon,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Scotland,  in  or  near  Edinburg,  March  17,  1763.  He  died  April  17, 
1828,  at  Beula,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  buried  there.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Groves)  Gordon,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  * 


'  •  •  •  < 


GEORGE  C,  DORLAND. 

(deceased.) 
There  is  no  power  greater  or  more  effective  than  the  silent  influence  of  a 
noble  life.  This  truth  is  fully  illustrated  in  the  life  of  every  good  man,  and 
especially  in  that  of  George  C.  Dorland,  who  was  formerly  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  business  and  social  interests  of  LaPorte.  He  came  originally 
from  the  Keystone  State  born  in  Lycoming  County,  March  23,  1844,  and  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather,  George  Dorland,  having  been  born  in 
"  Bonny  Scotland,"  March  25,  1770.  After  coming  to  this  country  the  grand- 
father settled  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  reared  a  large  family. 
His  son,  John  S.  Dorland,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
September  30,  1817,  and  died  in  Lycoming  County,  that  State,  August  20, 
1852.  He  married  Miss  Rebecca  Oakes,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Dorland  lived  in  Pennsylvania  after  her  husband's  death  until  the  marriage 
of  her  son,  George  C,  when  she  came  to  Indiana  and  lived  with  him  until  her 
death,  October  2G,  1892.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  their  marriage,  George 
C.  was  the  eldest.     The  second,   Libbie  D.,  married  Herman  Reynolds  and 
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makes  her  home  in  LaPorte;  Mollie,  who  married  George  M.  Miller,  died  in 
LaPorte  in  1884;  Mattie  T>.,  married  J.  G.  Miles,  Jr.,  and  resides  at  New 
Carlisle,  Indiana,  and  Joseph  O.,  resides  in  Greenburg,  Kansas,  where  he  is 
an  extensive  stock-raiser.  When  eight  years  of  age  the  original  of  this 
notice  was  left  fatherless,  and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  Coming 
to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  he  made  his  home  with  his  uncle,  Nathan  S. 
Dorland,  near  Door  Village.  His  education  was  restricted  to  three  winters 
in  a  country  school,  and  on  the  9th  of  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three  months.  In 
September,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  quartermaster  sergeant  of 
the  regiment,  and  the  most  important  events  of  his  military  history,  as  he 
wrote  himself,  were  the  facts  that  he  was  never  ill,  was  never  severely 
wounded,  was  never  in  the  hospital,  and  was  always  ready  for  his  rations. 
His  comrades  say  of  him  that  he  was  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier.  He  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was  one  of  the  youngest  in  the  regiment, 
being  only  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted.  He  was  with  Grant, 
McClellan  and  Thomas,  and  participated  in  the  following  engagements: 
Shiloh,  Liberty  Gap,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  siege  of 
Corinth  and  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged.  At  the 
battle  of  Stone  River  a  cannon  exploded  and  destroyed  one  of  his  ears.  On 
the  27th  of  November,  1863,  he  was  discharged  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and 
on  the  following  day  he  re-enlisted  with  the  same  regiment  with  which  he 
remained  until  discharged,  December  2,  1865.  During  all  this  service  he 
asked  for  but  one  furlough  of  two  weeks  to  visit  his  relatives.  His  introduc- 
tion to  Gen.  Grant  was  rather  peculiar.  He  was  driving  a  mule  team,  and  on 
meeting  the  General  and  his  party,  tried  to  urge  his  team  out  of  the  Gen- 
eral's way,  but  was  thrown  off  in  front  of  the  great  commander  and  threw  mud 
in  his  face.  His  first  acquaintance  with  Gen.  Thomas  was  in  serving  coffee 
and  beans  to  the  "  Rock  of  Chickamauga,"  and  being  brought  favorably  to 
the  notice  of  this  gallant  leader,  he  formed  an  interesting  acquaintance  with 
him.  Although  taken  prisoner  at  Chattanooga,  a  few  hours  later,  while  on 
the  march  to  one  of  those  "Hell  holes,"  known  as  war  prisons,  one  of  the 
prisoners  stepped  on  the  heel  of  another  arousing  his  ire.  A  fight  ensued  to 
the  great  enjoyment  of  the  guards,  and  our  subject  with  two  companions, 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  excitement,  escaped  in  the  thicket.  His 
presence  of  mind  is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  incident :  While  riding 
along  one  day  he  found  two  rebels  by  the  roadside  each  armed  with  muskets. 
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Reaching  for  bis  saddle  equipments  as  though  for  a  jjistol,  he  told  them  to 
thrown  up  their  hands.  Involuntarily  they  did  so.  He  secured  their  mus- 
kets, took  off  the  caps  and  marched  them  to  camp.  They  were  much  cha- 
grined when  they  learned   that  he  was   unarmed   and  said    "  it  was  a  d d 

Yankee  trick."  Mr.  Borland  was  a  thorough  soldier,  and  was  as  ready  for  a 
foraging  expedition  as  for  more  dangerous  service.  He  could  always  be 
found  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  had  many  narrow  escapes.  At  one  time 
his  canteen  was  shot  out  of  his  hand,  another  time  a  bullet  went  through  his  hat, 
again  a  bullet  struck  him  in  the  back  but  his  life  was  saved  by  the  tin  plate 
which  was  a  necessary  part  of  a  soldiers  outfit.  Still  another  time  he  was 
shot  in  the  ankle.  At  one  time,  when  on  picket  duty,  he  had  an  amusing 
experience.  He  saw  moving  in  the  breeze  what  appeared  to  be  a  man.  He 
challenged,  and  on  receiving  no  response,  fired  twice.  Investigating  he  found 
two  bullets  in  a  stump  on  each  side  of  which  were  tall  mullen  stalks.  AVhen 
the  war  closed  Mr.  Dorland  came  to  LaPorte.  He  obtained  a  position  as 
Deputy  Recorder,  and  this  position  held  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  for 
eight  years.  After  this  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  was  at  one 
time  in  partnership  with  J.  D.  Phelps  and  William  Wilbei-ham  for  about 
three  years.  Selling  out  he  embarked  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, first  in  partnership  with  John  Organ,  and  later  with  his  son,  J.  Yene 
Dorland.  He  was  always  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  lb75  he  was  nom- 
inated city  clerk,  and  although  in  a  Democratic  city,  he  was  easily  elected, 
and  aerain  in  1879.  He  also  served  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  water  works. 
Mr.  Dorland  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Indiana  Orphan's  Home,  and 
acted  as  secretary  of  that  institution  until  his  death.  It  was  at  his  sugges- 
tion that  the  Baptist  Assembly  Grounds  were  established.  On  the  16th  of 
September,  1867,  Mr.  Dorland  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Rosetta  Closser,  a 
native  of  LaPorte  County,  where  she  still  resides.  Her  father,  Nicholas  W. 
Closser,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  LaPorte 
County,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  was  active  in  his  support  of  all  just 
measures  for  its  advancement.  His  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Mr.  Dor- 
land and  wife  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  survive:  J. 
Vene  Dorland,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  work;  Frank  C,  born  Jan- 
uary 15,  1870,  died  when  seven  years  of  age;  Ralph  O.,  born  November  28, 
1872,  is  a  graduate  of  the  LaPorte  High  School.  He  is  now  pursuing  a 
course  in  Electrical  Engineering  at  Perdue  University;  Glenn  and  George 
died  in  infancy;  Arthur  G.,  and   Adah    R,,  who  are   now   at  home  with  their 
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mother.  Mrs.  Dorland  is  an  active  church  and  social  worker,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  an  earnest  Christian.  She  is  a  sister  of 
D.  P.,  J.  B.,  S.  M.,  and  the  late  J.  A.  Closser,  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
LaPorte  for  several  years.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  Mr.  Dorland  was 
converted  and  became  an  active  and  faithful  Christian.  When  it  was  thought 
of  organizing  "  The  Indiana  Baptist  Publishing  Company  "  to  manage  the 
business  of  "The  Indiana  Baptist,"  Mr.  Dorland  was  one  of  the  first  men 
consulted  and  at  once  advised  such  a  step  and  lent  his  influence  in  such  a  way 
as  to  become  a  valuable  factor  in  the  successful  management  of  the  business 
and  was  a  director  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  It  was  while  returning  from 
a  meeting  of  the  directors  at  Indianapolis  that  the  train  on  which  he  was 
traveling  was  wrecked  and  he  was  killed.  This  was  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1893.  Probably  no  man  in  LaPorte  was  more  universally  known  and  liked 
than  Mr.  Dorland.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  nearly  every  society, 
church  or  business  movement  calculated  to  advance  the  moral  or  business 
welfare  of  the  city.  He  was  a  Christian  gentleman  in  all  the  walks  of  life, 
and  no  man  ever  lived  in  LaPorte  who  was  more  generally  useful  to  the  com- 
munity and  whose  life  was  more  commendable.  His  death  was  deeply 
deplored  by  everybody  who  knew  him,  and  his  memory  will  be  revered  even 
beyond  his  generation.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Dorland  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  at  LaPorte,  and  Patton  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  LaPorte.  In  the  Masonic  order  he 
took  high  rank,  being  connected  with  LaPorte  Commandery  No.  12,  the 
Blue  Lodge,  and  served  one  year  as  Grand  Patron  for  the  State  of  Indiana 
for  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


'  ••  •  < 


J.  YENE   DORLAND. 

A  new  departure  in  the  line  of  humanitarianism  is  always  a  welcome 
visitor  and  eagerly  embraced  by  the  great  public,  who  ever  stand  ready  to 
further  the  aims  of  great  institutions.  It  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  provide  for  the  comforts  and  future  advantages  of  his  wife  and 
family,  and  in  no  manner  can  this  end  be  more  readily  and  effectively  served 
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than  thi'ough  the  provisions  extended  by  the  assurance  system  of  the  great 
companies  of  the  States.  The  Phenis  of  Brooklyn,  Royal  of  Liverpool,  Cale- 
donia of  Scotland,  Sun  of  London,  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia,  Traders 
of  Chicago,  Franklin  of  Evansville,  Fidelity  and  Casualty,  Accident  and  Plate 
Glass  of  New  York  are  all  represented  by  our  subject.  J.  Vene  Dorland  is 
one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  the  city  of  LaPorte,  Indiana.  He  was 
born  August  15,  1868,  in  the  city  of  LaPorte,  being  the  son  of  the  late 
George  C.  Dorland,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  work.  In  addition  to  a 
high  school  education,  Mr.  Dorland  took  a  commercial  course  in  Holmes 
Shorthand  Business  College.  On  January  1,  1890,  he  became  a  partner  of 
his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  George  C.  Dorland  &  Son,  and  at  the  death  of 
his  father  he  succeeded  to  the  business.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1891,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Belle  R.  Fail  of  LaPorte  County,  and  daughter  of  John  N. 
Fail,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Kankakee  Township.  One  daughter,  Ruth,  was 
born  to  this  union  on  the  17th  of  March,  1893.  Politically  Mr.  Dorland  fol- 
lows in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  being  an  ardent  Republican.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  including  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter, 
Council,  Commandery  and  Eastern  Star.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  S.  of 
V.  When  but  twenty  years  of  age,  he  secured  the  contract  for  numbering 
the  streets  of  the  city,  and  while  thus  engaged  made  a  very  handsome  map  of 
LaPorte,  which  now  adorns  the  city  hall.  With  the  proceeds  of  this  work  he 
visited  Europe  during  the  summer  of  1890,  and  traveled  over  a  large  portion 
of  Great  Britain  on  his  bicycle.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  secre- 
tary of  the  LaPorte  County  Agricultural  Association,  and  for  the  years  1892 
and  1893,  he  acted  as  secretary  for  all  the  various  Masonic  organizations. 
During  the  years  1891  and  1892  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  church. 
In  August,  1893,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  Pine  Lake  Assembly. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  of  the  city,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  all  enterprises  for  its  upbuilding. 


•  ••• 
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*MRS.  MAY  WRIGHT  SEWALL. 

Mrs.  May  "Wright  Sewall,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
World's  Congress  of  Representative  Women,  convened  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Worki's  Congress  Auxiliary  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  is 
a  native  of  Wisconsin ;  her  parents,  however,  were  both  from  old  New 
England  families.  After  graduating  from  the  Northwestern  University  at 
Evanston,  Illinois,  Mrs.  Sewall  taught  public  schools  in  Michigan,  and  was 
soon  made  the  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Plainwell,  in  that  State.  She 
became,  later,  the  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Franklin,  Indiana,  and 
teacher  of  English  and  German  in  the  high  school  of  Indianapolis.  From 
this  position  she  resigned  in  1880,  upon  her  marriage  with  Theodore  L.  Sew- 
all, principal  of  a  private  school  for  boys  in  that  city.  In  1882  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sewall  opened  a  private  school  for  girls,  known  as  the  Girls'  Classical 
school,  which  was  immediately  successful,  and  has  become  widely  known. 
Mrs.  Sewall's  profession  is  thus  that  of  a  teacher,  her  specialty  being 
English  literature;  her  school  duties  occupy  the  first  and  highest  place  in 
her  attention,  and  demand  and  receive  a  large  share  of  her  time.  From  her 
infancy  Mrs.  SeAvall  was  trained  to  a  strong  belief  in  the  right  of  women  to 
wider  opportunities  for  education,  and  to  a  fuller  share  in  the  honors  and 
the  profits  of  business,  professional  and  industrial  activity  than  they  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed.  Her  energies  were  enlisted  in  these  reforms  soon  after  reach- 
ing womanhood,  and  for  twenty  years  she  has  been  a  strong  ally  of  every 
cause  that  promoted  the  advancement  of  women.  She  was  first  actively 
connected  with  the  National  Woman  Suffrage  Association,  in  which  her  power 
was  immediately  recognized  and  in  which  she  held  for  many  years  the  arduous 
and  responsible  office  of  chairman  of  the  executive  committee.  She  was  one 
of  tlie  promoters  of  the  International  Council  of  Women,  which  convened  in 
Washington  in  1888,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  perpetuating  its  influence 
through  permanent  international  and  national  councils  of  women.  In  the 
organization  of  both  of  these  bodies  she  subsequently  aided.  Mrs.  Sewall 
was  one  of  the  committee  that  formulated  the  plan  for  the  General  Federation 
of  Women's  Clubs.     She  is  a  member  of  the  Association  for  the  Advancement 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Chicago  "  Woman's  News,"  of  Saturday,  February  13,  1892. 
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of  Women,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Union  Iniernaiionnle  des  Sciences  et 
des  Ai'ts,  of  Paris;  a  member  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  of 
Sorosis,  etc.  In  her  own  home  Mrs.  Sewall  has  played  a  most  active  part 
in  the  work  of  organization  for  social  reform  and  other  purposes.  Thus,  she 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Indianapolis  Women's  Club,  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Art  Association,  of  the  Indianapolis  Equal  Suffi-age  Society,  of  the 
Indiana  State  Suffrage  Society,  of  the  Indianapolis  Ramabai  Circle,  of 
the  Indiana  branch  of  the  Association  of  Collegiate  Alumnae,  of  the  Uni- 
versity Extension  Work  in  Indianapolis,  under  the  auspices  of  this  latter 
society,  of  the  Indianapolis  Local  Council  of  Women;  of  the  Indianapo- 
lis Woman's  Exchange,  and  of  the  Indianapolis  Contemporary  Club.  She 
also  originated  the  plan  of  the  Indianapolis  Propylaeum,  an  incorpor- 
ated joint  stock  company  of  women,  which  has  erected  a  handsome  build- 
ing for  social  and  educational  purposes.  Mrs.  Sewall  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Hovey  a  member  at  lai-ge  of  the  Board  of  World's  Fair  Mana- 
gers for  Indiana,  and  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  women's  work  and 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  education  in  that  body.  Being  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women,  and  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leading  women 
of  Europe,  from  several  summers  spent  in  England,  France,  Germany  and 
Italy,  Mrs.Sewall  was  made  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  aWorld's  Congress 
of  Eepresentave  Women.  A  worker,  a  thinker,  a  writer  of  virile  ability,  Mrs. 
Sewall  is  withal  a  most  womanly  woman,  loving  pretty  dresses,  pictures,  books 
and  perhaps  most  of  all  fine  china ;  she  has  a  beautiful  collection,  gifts  of  friends 
and  souvenirs,  whose  history  she  delights  to  relate  to  sympathetic  listeners.  A 
large  number  of  contributions  to  the  press,  on  various  siibjects,  historical,  lit- 
erary, reform;  in  particular  contributions,  editorial  and  other,  to  the  "Woman's 
Journal,"  Boston;  the  "  American  Woman's  Journal,"  New  York;  the  "  Indi- 
anapolis Journal ;"  the  "Woman's  Tribune,"  "  Dress,"  "Journal  of  Speculative 
Philosophy;  "  the  "Woman's Magazine,"  the  "Arena,"  the  "Cycle,"  the  "Union 
Signal;'"  the  "Indianapolis  Times,"  the  "Boston  Traveler,"  the  "Woman's 
Penny  Paper,"  London,  England.  A  large  number  of  pamphlets  and  mona- 
graphs  principally  on  education  and  reform  topics  in  particular  relating  to  organ- 
ization and  work  among  women.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned:  Disin- 
herited Childhood  (published  by  the  Moral  Education  Society,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  1881);  Report  on  the  Position  of  Women  in  Industry  and  Edu- 
cation in  the  State  of  Indiana  (prepared  for  the  New  Orleans  Exposition 
at  the  request  of  the  Commissioners  for  Indiana,  1885) ;     Women  as  Educat- 
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ors  (address  before  the  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Women,  New 
York,  October,  1887) ;  The  Domestic  and  Social  Effects  of  the  Higher  Edu- 
cation of  Women  (an  address  read  before  the  Western  Association  of  Colle- 
giate Alumnse,  Ann  Arbor,  December,  10,  1887);  Report  on  the  Higher 
Education  for  Women  in  the  United  States  (read  at  the  session  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Women,  March  26,  1888;  printed  in  the  report  of  the 
proceedings);  the  Industrial  Relations  of  Women  to  the  State  (an  address 
prepared  for  the  Indiana  Board  of  Agriculture) ;  Woman's  Work  in  America, 
(the  chapter  on  the  Education  of  Women  in  the  West;  Holt  «k  Co.,  1891); 
Exposition  day  in  the  Schools  (prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Committee 
on  Education  of  the  Indiana  Board  of  World's  Fair  Commissioners,  Indiana- 
polis, 1891) ;  preliminary  address  for  the  World's  Congress  of  Representative 
Women,  Chicago,  1892) ;  Form  of  Constitution  of  Local  Councils  of  Women, 
Indianapolis,  1892;  pamphlet  outlining  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Women's 
Work  of  the  Indiana  Board  of  World's  Fair  Commissioners,  1892;  History  of 
the  Indianapolis  Art  Association  (Vougg's  Art  Folio,  March,  1892) ;  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  (in  the  "Arena,"  August,  1892);  Introduc- 
tion to  a  Symposium  on  Women's  Dress  (in  the  "Arena,"  September,"  1892). 


>  •••  < 


JOHN   MANNERING. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  especially  iu  the  settle- 
ment of  Porter  County,  Mr.  Mannering  has  been  closely  identified  with  its 
material  affairs  and  associated  with  its  progress  and  development.  He  comes 
of  AVelsh  and  English  stock,  and  inherits  the  thrift  and  simplicity  of  the  for- 
mer as  well  as  the  dogged  perseverance  and  determination  of  the  latter  class 
of  peo[)le,  attributes  which  have  gone  far  to  make  him  successful.  Prior  to 
the  American  Revolution,  the  paternal  grandfather,  then  a  young  man,  came 
to  America,  and  in  this  country  he  was  married  and  reared  a  family  of  four 
children :  John,  William,  Priscilla  and  Maria,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  The 
family  located  in  Delaware,  and  there  lived  for  many  years.  William,  the 
father  of  the  present  representative  of  the  family,  left  Delaware  in  company 
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with  hisbrotlier,  Jolm,  when  he  was  but  twenty  one  years  old  and  eaiue  to  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  the  most  of  the  journey  thither  being  made  on  foot,  a  fact  which 
speaks  eloquently  for  his  determination,  pluck  and  endurance.  From  South 
Bend  he  went  to  Cass  County,  Michigan,  where  he  established  a  wagon  shop, 
having  learned  the  trade  of  wagon  making  in  Delaware,  and  for  some  time 
carried  on  his  trade  at  Edwardsburg.  While  there  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth W.  Smith,  daughter  of  Cameron  and  Lottie  Smith,  one  of  their  ten  chil- 
dren: John,  George,  Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Emeline,  Wesley,  Kitty,  Henry,  Mary 
and  Cannon,  of  whom  the  following  are  living:  Emeline,  wife  of  Nathan  Grif- 
fith, of  Michigan,  by  whom  she  has  two  sous  and  two  daughters:  Lydia,  who 
resides  in  Michigan ;  Wesley,  married  to  Almeda  Dunning,  by  whom  he  has 
five  children ;  John,  married  to  Clara  Beaidsley,  lives  in  Iifdiana,  and  has  six 
children  ;  Cannon,  married  to  Sarah  Dunning,  lives  in  Cass  County,  Michigan, 
and  has  three  living  children,  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Mrs.  Manneriug).  Mr. 
Mannering  remained  in  Michigan  until  1868,  then  with  his  family  came  to 
Porter  County,  Indiana,  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  familj-  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  his  widow  dying 
October  20, 1884,  at  seventy-one  years  of  age.  The  latter  part  of  Mr.  Mauner- 
ing's  years  were  devoted  to  farming,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Porter  County,  he 
bought  160  acres  of  land,  and  later  forty  acres  more.  There  was  a  house  on  the 
land  when  he  bought  it,  hut  no  other  buildings,  but  this  was  soon  remedied, 
and  many  improvements  made  until  the  place  would  hardly  be  recognized  for 
what  it  was.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manneriug  six  children  were  born:  John;  James, 
who  married  Adaline  Shafer  and  has  three  children,  Louis,  Melvin  and  Charles, 
resides  in  Texas;  William,  bachelor;  Mary,  wife  of  Alexander  Jarnel,  lives  in 
Delaware;  Cassius,  married  Catherine  Sarver,  resides  on  the  old  place  and 
has  one  son,  Dick  I.,  and  Edgar.  The  Mannering  homestead  is  finely  located 
on  choice  land,  its  appointments  are  excellent  and  there  is  a  general  air  of 
thrift  about  the  place  that  betokens  the  farmer  who  understands  his  business. 
The  brothers  are  living  together  contentedly  and  a  more  jovial  or  whole-souled 
set  of  men  it  would  be  hard  to  find.  They  have  enough  of  this  world's  goods 
to  make  them  comfortable  and  are  taking  the  world  easy.  Though  educa- 
tional advantages  were  not  good  in  their  yoiithful  days,  their  natural  mother 
wit  and  much  reading  have  placed  them  among  the  intelligent  and  well  in- 
formed men  of  their  section.  The  family,  root  and  branch,  is  Kepublican,  but 
William  Mannering  cast  his  first  and  last  Democratic  vote  for  General  Jack- 
son.    The  brothers  have  not  connected  themselves  with  any  religious  denomi- 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HKCORD.  805 

nation,  but  Mrs.  Cassius  Manneriiig  is  a  cousisteut  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  William  Mannering  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  in  1861,  and  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  At  Boonville,  Mississippi,  he  was  four 
times  wounded  and  was  taken  prisoner,  but  was  left  on  the  field  by  the  enemy 
who  supposed  he  could  not  live.  He  afterward  reached  his  comrades  and  in 
the  course  of  time  recovered  sufficiently  to  return  home.  He  carries  three 
buckshot  in  his  body  now  as  a  reminder  of  the  great  struggle  between  the 
North  and  the  South.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  in  1862 
on  account  of  disability,  and  returned  to  his  home. 


>  •••  < 


JULIUS   C.   HATTER. 

The  prudent  ways  and  careful  methods  of  the  Teutonic  farmer  are  con- 
spicuous in  Starke  County,  where  so  many  representatives  of  the  German  race 
have  settled,  and  Julius  C.  Hatter  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  although  he  is 
but  a  German  by  descent.  He  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  May  11, 
1841:,  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Noland)  Hatter,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Hatter,  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Ohio,  at  an  early  day  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  Starke 
County,  Indiana.  George  Hatter  made  his  home  in  Highland  County  all  his 
life  and  there  he  successfully  tilled  the  soil  until  April  14,  1865,  when  he 
was  called  from  life,  his  wife's  death  having  preceded  his  a  few  years.  Julius 
C.  Hatter  spent  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm  and  was  given  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1862,  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  secured  work  on  a  farm  and  by 
1870  he  had  saved  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to  purchase  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides  and  which  he  has  since  conducted  in  a  highly  success- 
ful and  intelligent  manner.  His  estate  comprises  ninety-two  acres  about  two 
miles  north  of  Knox,  and  although  the  place  is  smaller  than  many,  it  is  tilled  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  yield  a  more  satisfactory  income  than  many  larger  places. 
In    1870,    Mr.    Hatter  was   married  to  Miss  Louisa  Hill,  a  native  of  Hardin 
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County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Richards)  Hill,  and  to 
their  union  five  children  have  been  given:  Ida  M.,  James  C,  Ennis  R.  (de- 
ceased), Alpharetta  and  Ethel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatter  are  members  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  steward 
and  class  leader,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Hatter 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Regiment,  with  which  he 
served  until  December,  1865,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  engagements 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  on  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,  besides  num- 
erous skirmishes. 


•  ••' 


MARK   R.  WRIGHT,  M.D. 

As  a  prominent  physician  Dr.  Mark  R.  Wright  has  done  much  for  the  cause 
of  suffering  humanity,  and  won  honor  and  the  evidences  of  deserved  success  for 
himself.  While  engaged  in  the  cares  of  his  laborious  profession,  he  has  not 
forgotten  to  fulfill  all  the  demands  of  good  citizenship,  and  no  enterprize  of 
a  worthy  public  nature  has  appealed  to  him  in  vain  for  support.  He  was  born 
in  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  November  3,  1835,  and  his  parents,  Pryor  and 
Labitha  (Adamson)  Wright,  were  natives  of  the  Old  North  State.  Alexander 
Wright,  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  was  in  many  of  the  most  prominent  engagements.  About 
1823  he  settled  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  but  he  subsequently  moved  to 
Howard  County,  this  State,  and  here  his  death  occurred  in  1851,  when  quite 
an  aged  man.  When  but  a  child  Pryor  Wright  was  left  fatherless,  and  when 
about  seven  years  of  age,  or  in  1823,  he  came  with  his  grandparents  to  Wayne 
County,  Indiana.  They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county.  Pryor 
grew  to  manhood  there,  married,  and  became  a  prominent  agriculturist.  About 
1836  he  moved. with  his  family  to  Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  was  among  tiie 
pioneer  settlers.  He  entered  land  from  the  Government,  walking  the  entire 
distance  to  Wiuamac,  seventy  miles,  to  the  laud  office.  Mr. Wright  remained 
a  resident  of  Miami  County  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in 
1886,  and  contributed  his  full  share  toward  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  county.     In  the  wilds  of  that  county  our  subject's  youthful  days 
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were  passed,  and  his  scholastic  training  was  received  in  the  pioneer  log 
school  house,  which  was  three  miles  from  his  home.  In  fact,  schooling  in  the 
Doctor's  days  was  considered  of  secondary  importance,  clearing  and  logging 
being  the  principal  things  to  be  considered  then.  He  went  to  school  a  few 
mouths  in  the  winter,  and  on  stormy  days  when  outdoor  work  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  in  this  manner  grew  to  manhood.  Until  1860  he  followed  farm- 
ing in  Miami  County,  and  he  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Cor- 
nelius Hector,  at  Gilead,  Miami  County,  and  remained  with  his  preceptor  until 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  In  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twenty - 
sixth  Indiana  Regiment,  and  was  in  active  service  until  mustered  out  May  18, 
1864.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  leading  engagements,  and  fought  bravely 
for  the  old  flag.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  right  leg  at  Morgan's 
Bend,  and  this  destroyed  the  muscles  and  tendons  so  that  he  never  since  has  had 
good  use  of  the  same.  Being  unable  to  remain  in  the  service  after  receiving 
his  wound,  he  came  home  and  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He  received  a 
pension  of  $10  per  month.  At  the  time  of  being  wounded,  the  Doctor's 
brother,  Samuel  Wright,  was  in  the  same  battle  and  was  killed.  In  1868  Dr. 
Wright  began  practicing  at  Silver  Lake,  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  and  car- 
ried this  on  very  successfully  until  1874,  when  he  located  at  Pleasant  Plains, 
Huntington  County.  There  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1883,  and  then, 
after  practicing  at  Marion,  Indiana,  for  a  couple  of  years,  he  returned  to 
Silver  Lake,  on  account  of  his  wife's  health.  She  died  there  iu  June,  1886, 
and  the  following  fall  Dr.  Wright  came  to  Knox,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
carrying  on  a  successful  practice.  He  served  as  Coroner  of  the  county  one 
term  by  appointment,  and  has  since  been  twice  elected  to  that  position,  hold- 
ing it  at  the  present  time.  The  Doctor  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  Ohio 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati  in  1867  and  1868,  and  has  been  connected  with 
medical  societies  for  many  years,  being  now  a  member  of  Indiana  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  He  joined  the  Good  Templar's  Lodge  in  1857,  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  being  surgeon  of  the  Post  at 
Knox,  No.  290.  The  Doctor  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  married  first  January  8,  1865, 
to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Sherbondy,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Three  children  were  given 
them,  one  of  whom  is  living:  Dora,  wife  of  George  Lai-imore,  of  Streator, 
Illinois.  The  Doctor  chose  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Josephine  Favorite,  their 
nuptials  having  been  celebrated  in  1887. 
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HON.   THOMAS   A.   HENDRICKS. 

No  man  in  the  State  of  Indiana  ever  attained  the  ideal  citizenship,  the 
affection  of  his  neighbors  or  the  lasting  regard  of  the  Democracy  of  the  State 
in  a  higher  degree  than  Thomas  A.  Hendricks.  The  purity  of  his  private  life, 
his  simple,  unassuming  ways,  his  keen,  analytical  mind,  his  brilliancy  as  a 
debater  and  his  shrewdness  as  a  political  manager,  forever  place  him  among 
the  most  eminent  men  of  the  nation.  John  Hendricks,  his  father,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  the  family  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pennsylvania.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Thomson,  and  early  in  the 
year  1820  moved  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  and  settled  at  Madison,  where  a 
brother,  William  Hendricks,  who  served  as  Congressman,  Governor  and  United 
States  Senator,  had  preceded  him.  John  Hendricks  was  a  deputy  surveyor  of 
public  lands  of  Indiana,  a  position  acquired  under  the  administration  of 
President  Jackson.  He  moved  to  Shelby  County  in  1822,  which  was  the  family 
home  for  years.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Zanesville, 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  September  7,  1819.  He  was  reared  in  Indiana  to 
manhood,  and  attended  college  at  South  Hanover.  Early  in  youth  he  evinced 
a  predilection  for  the  study  of  law,  and  after  pursuing  the  usual  course  of 
instruction,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Shelbyville.  His  success  as  a  lawyer 
was  not  rapid,  as  is  usually  the  case  of  prominent  men,  but  was  gi'adual  and 
fairly  remunerative.  The  game  of  politics  was  always  fascinating  to  him, 
and  is  so  interwoven  with  his  public  career  that  in  his  case  they  are  well 
nigh  inseparable.  In  1848  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  declining 
a  reuomination,  and  in  1850  was  unanimously  chosen  senatorial  delegate  to 
the  convention  empowered  to  amend  the  State  constitution.  In  1851  he  was 
elected  to  Congress,  was  re-elected  two  years  later,  but  in  1854  was  defeated 
for  the  same  position.  Much  to  his  surprise,  and  wholly  unsolicited  on  his 
part,  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  by  President 
Pierce  in  1855,  and  for  a  period  of  four  years  he  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  this  office.  In  1860,  when  national,  State  and  local  politics  were  in 
a  volcanic  condition,  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  Gov- 
ernor, but  was  defeated  by  Col.  Henry  I.  Lane,  who  resigned  the  position  in 
favor  of  Oliver  P.  Morton,  in   order   to   accept   the   election  of  United  States 
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Senator.  Through  Mr.  Hendricks'  indefatigable  efforts  and  personal  popu- 
larity, the  State  elected  a  majority  of  Democratic  legislators  in  1862,  and 
they,  in  turn  for  his  faithful  services,  rewarded  him  by  electing  him  United 
States  Senator.  His  career  as  Senator  was  somewhat  different  from  that  of 
many  of  the  prominent  members  of  his  party  in  the  North.  He  favored  the 
earnest  prosecution  of  the  war,  voting  for  all  measures  to  that  end:  he 
opposed  conscription,  and  advocated  all  measures  tending  to  the  enlistment  of 
troops  and  the  payment  of  bounties.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  maintained 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  States  in  rebellion  had  never  been  out  of  the  Union, 
they  were  entitled  to  their  full  and  usual  representation  in  Congress,  and 
that  these  States  should  have  entire  control  of  their  respective  State  govern- 
ments. He  opposed  the  constitutional  amendments  on  the  grounds  that  the 
rebellious  States  were  not  represented,  and  because,  in  his  opinion,  sufficient 
time  should  elapse  for  passion  to  cool  and  prejudice  abate  before  such  action 
should  be  taken.  After  his  term  of  sis  years  as  Senator  had  expired,  he 
devoted  his  time  to  the  exclusive  pi'actice  of  law,  and  having  previously 
(1860)  moved  to  Indianapolis,  he  found  an  extensive  field  for  his  talents. 
Against  his  protests  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  in  1872,  and  was  decis- 
ively elected,  serving  as  chief  executive  officer  of  the  State  four  years.  He 
became  the  political  idol  of  the  Democrats  of  the  State  and  their  earnest  sup- 
port, and  his  national  popularity  gained  for  him  the  vice-presidential  nomi- 
nation in  1876,  but  was  defeated  with  Gov.  Tilden.  In  1884  he  was  again 
honored  by  a  nomination  for  this  exalted  office,  and  was  elected  with  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.     In  the  midst  of  his  administration  his  career  on  earth  ended. 


•  •  •  •  ' 


KEY.   LEWIS  COMER. 

The  influence  of  a  great  and  good  man  will  be  ever  expanding  with  the 
lapse  of  time,  and  his  deeds  of  charity  and  acts  of  love  will  live  to  com- 
memorate his  name  and  perpetuate  his  memory.  Probably  no  man  was  better 
known  in  North  Indiana,  because  of  his  religious  and  chaiitable  character, 
than  Eev.  Lewis  Comer,  and  no  man  was  more  highly  esteemed.  He  was 
born  in  that  grand  old  mother  of  States,  Virginia,  December  25,  1798,  and  in 
his  boyhood  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  grew  to 
mature  years  on  a  farm.  From  early  youth  he  had  been  of  a  religious  turn, 
an  earnest  and  arduous  student  of  the  Bible,  and  when  twenty-three  years  of 
24 
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age  he  began  preaching,  having  united  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  been 
baptized  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  After  this  he  traveled  all  over  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  going  on  foot  and  preaching  the 
gospel,  and  against  slavery.  At  one  time  he  traveled  over  thirty  miles  before 
breakfast,  and  then  had  to  wait  until  they  ground  corn  and  churned.  He 
had  made  an  appointment  to  preach,  but  on  arriving,  he  found  that  his  clothes 
were  so  ragged  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  until  they  were  mended. 
For  some  time  he  lived  in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  on  the  19th  of  April,  1837, 
he  came  through  from  Michigan  in  a  wagon,  and  located  on  Morgan  prairie, 
Porter  County.  At  the  land  sale  during  the  fall  of  1837  he  bought  106  acres 
of  land,  on  which  was  a  little  log  cabin  with  earth  floor,  and  he  and  family 
took  possession.  His  first  duty  after  arriving  in  this  new  country  was  to 
preach  the  funeral  of  a  Mr.  Agnew  who  froze  to  death,  and  the  sermon  was 
preached  in  the  little  log  cabin.  The  same  year  (1837)  Mr.  Comer  began 
oro-anizing  a  little  baud  of  Christians,  consisting  of  five  members,  and  his 
first  sermon  was  preached  in  a  school  house.  Only  two  of  these  members  are 
now  living,  Mrs.  Comer  and  Mrs.  Adams.  Our  subject  built  up  a  large  organi- 
zation, and  assisted  in  erecting  a  nice  church  there  before  his  death.  He 
was  the  first  minister  to  come  to  Northern  Indiana,  and  preached  the  first 
funeral  and  organized  the  first  church  in  Porter  County.  He  was  noted  for 
his  charity,  the  traveler  was  ever  welcome  at  his  door,  and  he  never  took  a 
cent  for  accommodations.  When  Mr.  Comer  first  settled  in  Porter  County, 
the  country  was  wild  and  unsettled,  and  thickly  populated  with  Indians  and 
wild  animals.  He  assisted  in  building  churches  and  in  paying  preachers  all 
over  the  county,  and  never  would  accept  any  compensation  for  his  services. 
His  death  occurred  January  21,  1876,  and  it  could  be  truly  said  that  a  great 
and  good  man  was  gathered  to  his  fathers;  but  his  virtues  live  after  him,  and 
his  reputation,  sustained  under  the  conflict  of  a  long  career  of  extraordinary 
activity,  bears  no  blemish,  and  his  name  is  everywhere  mentioned  with  respect 
and  honor.  He  was  married  May  3,  1830,  to  Miss  Catherine  Baum,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  still  living.  She  is  now  eighty-seven  years  of  age, 
is  very  active,  and  finds  a  comfortable  home  with  her  daughter  in  Valpai'aiso. 
She  is  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Rebecca,  deceased; 
Samuel,  died  in  the  hospital  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  War;  Josephus,  of  Kansas;  Henrietta,  wife  of  Jacob  Fisher  of  Porter 
County,  and  Cytheria,  wife  of  Heber  Stoddard  (see  sketch).  This  is  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  Porter  County,  as  well  as  one  of  the   most  respected. 
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For  many  years  Mr.  Comer  preached  all  the  funerals  and  performed  all  the 
marriages  in  the  county.  At  one  time  Mr.  Comer  was  called  upon  to  preach 
at  a  point  across  the  Kankakee  river  and  left  home  without  money,  expecting 
to  get  enough  to  pay  his  ferry-boat  fee,  but  he  was  not  offered  any  money, 
and  the  owner  of  the  ferry-boat  sued  him  for  seventy-five  cents,  his  fare 
across. 


'••••- 


JOHN   G.   ERDLIT2. 

Lake  County  has  many  aspiring  young  members  of  the  legal  fraternity, 
and  he  of  whom  we  write  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  cope  successfully 
with  briefs,  parallel  cases,  and  general  legal  forms,  and  has  a  dash  of  origi- 
nality in  his  method  of  pleading  a  case  to  judge  and  jury  that  is  promising 
for  his  future.  He  is  a  product  of  Manitowoc  County,  Wisconsin,  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Frances  (Munich)  Erdlitz,  natives  of 
Vienna,  Austria.  In  1866  the  family  braved  Neptune's  tender  mercies  and 
<;ame  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wisconsin.  As 
the  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  he  conducts  a  merchant  tailoiing  establish- 
ment at  Branch,  that  county.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  estimable 
couple,  as  follows:  Mrs.  W.  Reindl,  of  Michigan;  Joseph,  Frank,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Fager,  and  John  G.  The  latter,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  seven 
years  of  age  when  he  left  Wisconsin  and  removed  to  Menominee,  Michigan, 
upper  peninsula,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  high  schools.  Later  he  pre- 
pared under  a  private  tutor  for  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  subsequently 
embarked  in  the  newspaper  business,  holding  the  position  of  city  editor  on 
the  Menominee  "Democrat."  Following  this,  he  entered  the  University  of 
Michigan,  taking  a  special  course  iu  the  literary  department,  and  preparing 
especially  in  political  sciences,  philosophy  and  literature.  He  entered  the 
law  department  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1892,  being  immediately  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  of  Michigan.  He  at  once  opened  an 
oflSce  at  Menominee,  Michigan,  where  he  built  up  a  good  practice ;  but  feeling 
a  desire  to  venture  out  from  home,  he  decided  to  seek  new  pastures.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1893,  he  located  iu  Whiting,  Indiana,  and  has  resided  iu  that  city  up  to 
the  present  and  has  built  up  a  good  business.  Mr.  Erdlitz  has  made  a  record 
for  himself.  While  at  the  University  of  Michigan  he  was  leader  of  one  of 
the  best  literary  societies  and  editor  of  University  of  Michigan  daily  paper. 
He  took  part  in  all   the  political  demonstrations  of  his  town   and  county,  and 
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in  1892  was  one  of  the  orators  of  bis  class.  The  office  of  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Menominee  County,  Michigan,  was  tendered  bim,  but  he  refused  it, 
and  he  was  also  offered  other  political  positions,  all  of  which  he  positively 
refused.  He  has  taken  part  in  all  senatorial  and  congressional  conventions, 
and  during  the  fall  of  1892  stamped  the  upper  peninsula,  and  became  widely 
known  as  a  speaker  and  orator.  Mr.  Erdlitz  was  married  October  25,  1898, 
to  Miss  Minnie  B.  Wilson,  a  charming  young  lady  of  Menominee,  Michigan. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  His  standing  at  the 
bar  is  deservedly  high,  and  although  but  just  entering  upon  the  dawn  of  a 
successful  career,  has  already  won  golden  laurels. 


>  •••< 


HEBER   STODDARD. 

Among  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  developed  a  high  order  of  ability 
in  connection  with  the  material  interests  of  Porter  County,  and  whose  rare 
personal  and  social  qualities  have  given  them  a  deserved  and  added  promi- 
nence, Mr.  Stoddard  is  conspicuous.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Morgan  Township,  January  9,  1849,  and  as  a  consequence  all  his  interests  are 
centered  here.  His  parents,  William  and  Ann  (Einker)  Stoddard,  were 
natives  of  Canada  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  They  came  to  Porter 
County,  Indiana,  about  the  year  1837,  when  the  same  was  almost  a  wilder- 
ness, and  settled  on  land  where  Mr.  Stoddard  has  resided  ever  since.  He  is 
a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  county,  and  was  County  Commis- 
sioner in  1862.  All  his  life  he  has  tilled  the  soil  and  has  met  with  substan- 
tial results,  as  his  fine  farm  testifies.  His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters.  In  this  family  two  of  the  sons 
have  been  Sheriff  and  one  Recorder  of  the  county.  The  mother  passed  away 
in  the  year  1892.  Our  subject  grew  to  mature  years  in  his  native  county, 
and  divided  his  time  in  youth  in  attending  the  district  school  and  in  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm.  In  1864,  when  but  a  boy,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  Indiana,  for  one  hundred-days'  service.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  came  home  sick  and  was  not  able  to  re-enlist.  In 
1874  he  was  married  to  Miss  Cytheria  Comer,  of  this  county,  and  five  living 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  William  L.,  Katie  A.,  Olive,  Henry  S.,  and 
Samuel.     They  had  another  child,   F.   B.,  who  is  now  deceased.     After  his 
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marriage  Mr.  Stoddard  moved  to  the  north  end  of  Morgan  Township,  where 
he  still  owns  a  fine  farm,  and  in  1890  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Trustee  of 
the  Township.  This  position  he  resigned  after  being  elected  Sheriff  Decem- 
ber, 1892.  Mr.  Stoddard  has  made  a  most  capable  public  official  and  is  fear- 
less in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  is  a  successful  business  man,  too,  and 
one  who  has  won  many  warm  friends  by  his  upright,  honorable  career.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the'Republican  party,  and  socially  he  is  a  G.  A.  R. 
He  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 


'  •••  < 


HON.   SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 

Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax  was  a  true  representative  of  what  an  American 
boy  can  become  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  His  life  began  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  March  23,  1823,  and  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  prior  to 
his  birth,  he  became  the  only  living  child  of  a  widowed  mother.  Geu.  Will- 
iam Colfax,  his  grandfather,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  when 
only  nineteen  years  old,  and  was  a  close  and  confidential  friend  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. Gen.  Colfax  married  Hester  Schuyler,  and  their  thii-d  son  was  Schuy- 
ler Colfax,  who  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It  was  in  his 
native  city  that  Schuyler,  Jr.,  received  his  early  schooling.  At  ten  years  of 
age  he  began  clerking  in  a  store,  and  at  thirteen  immigrated  westward  and 
found  a  home  in  New  Carlisle,  Indiana,  whei'e  he  clerked  until  1841,  when 
he  moved  to  South  Bend.  Prior  to  attaining  his  majority  he  served  as  reporter 
of  the  Senate  for  the  "  State  Journal,"  and  later  was  appointed  Deputy  Auditor 
of  St.  Joseph  County.  Instinctively  he  liked  and  seemed  to  grasp  the  ideas 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  newspaper  man.  Purchasing  the  "  St.  Joseph 
Valley  Register"  in  1845,  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  he  continued  its 
editor  and  publisher  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  obtaining  renown  as  a 
brilliant  writer  ou  all  the  principal  topics  of  the  day.  His  first  election  to 
office  was  in  1850,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  new  constitution  of  the  State.  As  a  Whig  he  was  nominated,  much  to  his 
surprise,  for  Congress  in  1851,  but  was  defeated  by  about  200  votes,  claimed 
by  his  friends  to  have  been  illegally  cast  at  Michigan  City.  The  year  follow- 
ing he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  which  nominated  Gen. 
Scott  for  the  Presidency,  and  in  1854  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-fourth  Con- 
gress by  1,776   votes,    although    the  district  the    preceding  election  gave   a 
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Democratic  majority  of  1,200.  In  1858  be  was  re-elected  to  Congress,  and 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Postoffices  and  Postroads.  He  was 
elected  to  the  special  session  of  Congress  (the  Thirty-seventh)  called  to  pro- 
vide for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  was  active  in  raising  troops  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Rebellion.  At  the  organization  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Con- 
gress Mr.  Colfax  was  elected  Speaker  on  tlie  first  ballot,  and  in  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Congress  was  re-elected  to  the  position  by  a  majority  of  103  votes.  At 
the  organization  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  Mr.  Colfax  was  a  thii-d  time  elected 
Speaker,  which  fact  attested  his  popularity  with  his  colleagues.  The  favor 
with  which  his  name  was  received  was  not  confined  to  the  halls  of  Congress, 
but  extended  all  over  the  country,  and  so  manifest  was  this  that  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republican  party  for  the  ofiice  of  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  in  1868,  and  was  triumphantly  elected.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office  he  returned  to  South  Bend  and,  declining  further  political 
preferment,  was  practically  retired  fi-om  active  life  until  his  death.  His  home 
life  was  one  of  purity,  happiness  and  affection.  He  was  an  ardent  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  founder  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca  degree.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  devoted  his  leisure  to  the  delivery  of  lectures,  princi- 
paUy  upon  the  life  and  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  work  was  found  in  almost  every  Northern  State  in  the  Union.  Mr. 
Colfax  died  in  Mankato,  Minnesota,  January  13,  1885. 


-•••••- 


/ 

'   DR.  J.  G.  YANDEWALKER. 

The  standing  of  every  pi-ofessiou  is  marked  by  the  character  of  the  man 
who  represents  it.  Deplorable  as  it  is,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  induce- 
ments offered  by  the  medical  profession  for  the  gratification  of  personal  ambi- 
tion and  the  accomplishment  of  selfish  ends,  have  drawn  into  it  men  whose 
influence  has  been  only  to  degrade  the  profession.  When,  therefore,  we  find 
a  man  of  true  worth  and  genuine  ability,  giving  his  energies  to  the  elevation 
of  his  profession,  it  is  but  just  that  he  should  receive  the  eulogies  of  men. 
Such  an  one  is  Dr.  J.  G.  Vandewalker,  a  well-known  practitioner  of  Lake 
County,  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  New  York,  January  31,. 
1831,  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Thompson)  Vandewalker,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  of  good  old  Knickerbocker  stock.  Tlie  mother's  peo- 
ple were  related  to  Gen.  Stark  of  Revolutionary  fame.      The  paternal  grand- 
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father,  Martin  Vandewalker,  and  two  of  his  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the 
Colonial  Army  during  the  War  of  Independence,  and  the  two  brothers  were 
killed  in  the  service,  one  at  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  New  York,  and  the  other 
in  battle  with  the  British  and  Indians.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Robert 
Thompson,  served  under  Col.  Campbell  in  the  struggle  with  the  mother  coun- 
try. The  grandparents  died  in  York  State,  having  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  John  Vandewalker  was  also  a  farmer-,  and  died  in  LaPorte, 
County,  Indiana,  in  1889,  where  the  mother  also  died  about  1878.  They  came  to 
this  section  about  1842,  and  here  reared  their  nine  children,  of  whom  the 
Doctor  was  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  LaPorte,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Momence,  Illinois,  and  began  reading  medicine 
and  also  studying  law,  and  was  so  shrewd  and  apt  in  the  latter  that  he  soon, 
had  considerable  to  do  in  this  line.  He  also  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  medicine,  and  in  1853  returned  to  LaPorte  and  there  successfully  practiced 
for  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Lake  County,  and  in  March  of  the  same 
year  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Beattie,  after  which  he  worked 
on  a  farm  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  employed  by  the 
American  Bible  Society  as  traveling  salesman  and  lecturer,  which  position  he 
filled  until  the  summer  of  1862,  when  he  moved  to  Lisbon,  Noble  County, 
Indiana,  and  on  the  11th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  his  country  in  various  capacities  iiutil  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  detailed  as  hospital  steward  with  Dr.  Taylor,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  hospital  at  Richmond,  Kentucky.  Here  the  whole 
command  was  captui'ed  and  sent  home  for  exchange,  after  which  he  went  to 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  when  his  command  was  moved  out  he  was  sent  back 
for  medical  supplies  for  the  regiment,  and  while  returning  was  captured.  He 
was  paroled  soon  after,  and  was  returned  to  Indiana  for  exchange,  after  which 
(December  29,  1862)  he  was  ordered  by  Adtj.-Gen.  Noble,  of  Indiana, 
to  report  to  the  city  hospital  at  Indianapolis.  Never  having  drawn  any  pay 
from  the  Government,  he  was  out  of  money  and  walked  to  Ft.  Wayne,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-four  miles,  through  snow  a  foot  deep.  He  stopped  at  Less- 
man's  Hotel,  and  not  having  the  money  to  pay  for  a  bed,  he  asked  permission 
to  sit  up  in  the  bar-room  all  night,  which  was  granted.  About  midnight  two 
members  of  the  State  Legislature  came  in  the  hotel,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Vandewalker  talked  over  a  plan  concocted  by  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle,  by  which  they  intended  to  compel  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
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from  the  Union,  to  impeach  Lieut. -Gov.  Moi'ton,  and  disarm  the  ten  Kegi- 
ments  of  State  Legion,  place  their  arms  in  the  Arsenal  and  then  liberate  the 
Rebel  prisoners  at  Camp  Morton.  They  would  then  arm  them  with  the  guns 
in  the  Arsenal,  and  capture  all  the  military  supplies  of  the  United  States  at 
Indianapolis,  declare  the  State  out  of  the  Uniou,  and  call  home  troops  from 
the  field,  besides  many  other  projects  which  seemed  to  them  very  feasible. 
The  Doctor  instead  of  reporting  to  the  Indianapolis  hospital  went  direct  to 
the  Governor  and  Col.  Halloway,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  governor's  office 
as  private  secretary.  He  gave  the  latter  a  statement  of  the  facts  discovered, 
and  arranged  a  meeting  with  tlie  Governor  January  3,  1863,  and  in  his  pres- 
ence and  that  of  Judge  Martiudale,  Gen.  Noble,  and  a  notary  public,  told  his 
story.  The  Governor  ordered  all  troops  back  into  camp,  and  put  the  Doctor  on 
detective  duty  watching  these  legislators  for  six  weeks.  He  was  then  ordered 
back  to  Noble  County,  nominally  detailed  to  ai'rest  deserters,  and  to  organize 
Union  Leagvies  to  join  the  State  Legion,  and  there  remained  until  March, 
1863,  during  which  time  he  organized  two  companies  of  State  troops,  and 
mustered  the  Kendallville  Guards  into  the  State  service.  He  was  then 
ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Smith  of  the  regular  army  at  Detroit  for  the  same 
service,  but  not  liking  this  work,  he  gave  it  up  with  the  expectation  of  going 
to  the  front.  He  reported  to  Gen.  Carrington,  and  was  ordered  to  join  the 
regiment  at  Memphis,  and  took  the  position  of  sharp  shooter  with  his  com- 
pany, in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  campaign.  He  was 
then  detached  from  the  infantry  service  and  assigned  to  Battery  D,  First 
Missouri,  in  the  capacity  of  hospital  steward,  with  which  he  remained  until 
March  20,  1864,  when  they  disbanded  and  he  again  reported  to  his  company. 
He  was  then  in  the  battles  of  Eesaca  and  Kingston,  after  which  his  company 
was  detached  from  the  regiment  and  became  a  part  of  John  A.  Logan's  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Headquarters  Guard.  After  the  battle  of  Eesaca,  the  Doc- 
tor was  placed  in  charge  of  the  medical  supplies  of  this  corps,  but  when  Sher- 
man began  his  March  to  Sea,  he  remained  with  his  command  without  any  spe- 
cial duty  until  it  was  ordered  to  North  Carolina,  and  by  special  order  he  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  Receiving  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Riley 
at  Goldsborough.  At  the  time  of  the  surrender  he  was  relieved  from  duty, 
but  was  held  subject  to  order  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  field  hospitals  in 
case  of  battle,  but  was  never  called  upon.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  June  8, 1865,  and  received  his  discharge 
iit  Indianapolis,  Indiana,   June   21,  1865.     He   at  once   returned    to    Noble 
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County,  Indiana,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  at  the  end  of  six 
years  removed  to  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  nearly  eight  years  later  to  Medarys- 
ville.  In  October,  1878,  he  went  to  Soutiieast  Kansas,  and  in  1879  moved 
to  Davenport,  Nebraska,  where  he  practiced  both  medicine  and  law,  and  was 
also  in  the  real-estate  business  until  November,  1882.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a  successful  medical  practitioner  of  Hammond,  Indiana.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  as  a  lawyer  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  in  1876.  and  in  addition  to 
his  medical  practice  gives  some  attention  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  through 
his  own  efforts  has  gained  a  comfortable  competency.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  Past  Grand,  Past  Chief  Patriarch  of  the 
Encampment,  and  Captain  of  Sheridan  Canton  No.  43,  of  Hegewich,  Illinois. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  has  served  as  Post  Commander  three 
terms.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  the 
Stale  of  Indiana,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Associ- 
ation of  the  State  of  Nebraska.  The  Doctor  has  been  married  twice,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Jennie  Simpson. 


-••••• 


S,   E.   SWAIM. 

Among  the  newspaper  men  of  the  Hoosier  State  who  have  done  so  much 
in  the  past  and  are  planning  so  wisely  to  help  forward  the  interests  of  their 
section  in  the  future,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  S.  E.  Swaim.  This  gen- 
tleman is  the  editor  of  the  "Daily  News,"  at  Hammond,  which  is  justly  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  best  and  most  readable  papers  published  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Swaim  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Zionsville,  Indiana,  January  6,  1864,  and 
there  grew  to  mature  years.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  after  which  he  taught  school  in  Boone  County,  Indiana,  for  three 
years,  meeting  with  fair  success  as  an  educator.  Later  he  became  the  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  "Zionsville  (Indiana)  Times,"  carried  this  on  for  two 
and  a  half  years,  when  he  purchased  half  interest  in  "Paoli  (Indiana)  News." 
This  paper  he  conducted  for  a  short  time,  and  then  established  the  "Lake 
County  News,"  April  2,  1890,  under  the  firm  name  S.  E.  Swaim  &  Company, 
his  wife,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Swaim,  being  the  Company  of  the  firm.  On  the  16th  of 
July,  1891,  Mr.  Swaim  began  issuing  "Daily  News,"  and  has  attained  consider- 
able fame  as  an  editor,  and  a  forcible  trenchant  writer.  His  was  the  first 
Democratic  paper  ever  established  in  the  county,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
the  official  organ  of  the  city  of  Hammond,  and  Lake  County. 
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HANS   BORNHOLT. 

Porter  County,  Indiana,  like  many  other  parts  of  the  State,  has  been 
benefitted  by  an  influx  into  it  of  a  better  class  of  German  emigrants,  who  have 
helped  to  builJ  up  the  agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity  of  this  section 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Hans  Boruliolt,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  and  intelligent  farmers  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Holstein,  North  Ger- 
many, March  4,  1838,  and  is  a  sou  of  Mas  and  Catherine  (Hadeufeldt)  Born- 
holt.  The  father  was  a  well-known  farmer  in  Germany  and  there  two  of  his 
children  were  born,  Hans  and  Claus.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  and 
Mr.  Bornholt  selected  his  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Anna  Hendricks, 
who  bore  him  six  children:  Catherine,  Wiebke,  Anna,  Maggie,  Max,  and 
Jacob.  Mr.  Bornholt,  who  was  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  views,  died  in  his 
native  country  when  seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  honor  and 
uprightness  and  was  recognized  as  a  leader  in  any  worthy  enterprise.  Hans 
Bornholt  received  in  his  native  village  a  good  common  school  education, 
according  to  the  German  laws,  and  remained  in  the  school  room  until  sixteen 
years  of  age.  After  this  he  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father  for  ten  years 
longer,  and  then  started  out  to  engage  in  the  struggle  of  life  for  himself.  As 
America  offered  many  inducements  to  an  energetic  young  man,  superior  to 
any  other  country,  he  cast  his  lot  here,  emigrating  from  Hamburg,  and 
arriving  in  New  York  in  March,  1864.  He  came  immediately  to  Valparaiso, 
where  he  had  an  acquaintance  fi'om  Germany,  and  worked  as  a  laborer  until 
February  5,  1865.  He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-first  Kegiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  A.  H. 
Goodwin,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  September, 
19,  1865,  receiving  his  papers  at  Indianapolis.  He  served  in  guarding  Gov- 
ernment property  at  Nashville  and  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  and  contracted 
chronic  diarrhoea,  at  Nashville.  He  remained  in  camp  however,  until  he  was 
reduced  from  a  large  man  to  one  weighing  ninety-eight  pounds.  He  was 
sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  for  about  ten  days,  and  then  returned 
to  Valparaiso,  so  weak  that  he  could  not  carry  his  knapsack  from  the  depot. 
Few  thought  he  would  live,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  could  do  any 
work  at  all,  and  fifteen  years  before  he  could  do  a  full  day's  work.  He  has 
not    fully  recovered   from   his  service    even    yet,   and    probably  never  will. 
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On  the  4th  of  March,  1869,  he  married  Miss  Angy  Harback,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  the  daugliter  Glaus  and  Dorothey  (Engwessen)  Harback.  both 
natives  of  the  old  country,  where  they  passed  all  their  lives.  Mrs.  Boruholt, 
who  was  born  in  Holsteiu,  April  13,  1844,  came  to  America  in  1865,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  She  came  direct  to  Valparaiso,  where  her  brother, 
Carson  Harback,  was  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bornholt  have  been  born  six 
children:  Carl  F.,  Gustave  E.,  Julius  E.,  Hans  Leo,  Lydia  A._,  and  Angy  R. 
Our  subject  bought  cattle  for  Conrad  Horn,  for  eight  years,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  butcher's  business,  for  himself,  in  Valparaiso,  remaining  there  until 
1886,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm.  While  a  resident  of  Valparaiso,  he 
was  Trustee  of  that  city  for  four  years.  He  traded  town  property  for  his 
farm,  which  consisted  of  240  acres,  but  j^revious  to  this,  in  1885,  he  had 
bought  eighty  acres  of  laud  north  of  his  present  residence.  In  1887,  he 
bought  forty  acres,  southeast,  so  tliat  he  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  360  acres, 
with  an  excellent  house,  substantial  out-buildings,  etc.  He  runs  a  large 
dairy  of  forty  cows,  and  in  this  he  is  assisted  by  his  sons  and  family.  The 
milk  is  shipped  to  Chicago,  and  he  is  doing  a  prosperous  business.  He  is 
giving  his  children  good  educational  advantages  and  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  them.  In  religious  views,  he  is  an  Evangelist,  and  an  elder  in  the  church, 
and  in  politics,  he  is  a  strong  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Fifty-six  Post,  at  Valparaiso.  Mr.  Boruholt  is  a  self-made  man,  and  has 
made  all  his  property  by  his  own  exertions,  and  those  of  his  excellent  wife. 
Honest,  upright,  and  intelligent,  he  is  one  of  the  county's  most  influential 
German-American  citizens,  and  is  well  liked  by  all.  In  1892,  he  visited  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  enjoyed  the  same  very  much,  having  been  absent  about 
twenty-eight  years. 


>  ••• ' 


HON.   HENRY  H.    RAGON. 

This  gentleman's  walk  through  life  has  been  characterized  by  a  sturdy 
independence,  uncompi'omising  honesty,  great  energy,  and  the  utmost  loyalty 
to  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his  country,  and  he  may  truly  be  said  to  be  a 
man  among  men.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Wyandotte  County  (at  that  time  Crawford  County),  Ohio,  March  8, 
1837,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Duddleston)  Ragon,  also  of  that  State, 
the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  son  of  Eli  Ragon,  a  native  Mary- 
lander,  and  Rebecca  (Stewart)  Ragon,  a  daughter  of  James  Stewart  of  Scot- 
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land.  Eli  Ragon  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  during  which  time  he 
served  his  country  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Ohio,  where  he  afterward  set- 
tled, in  1827,  where  he  became  an  industrious  tiller  of  the  soil.  The  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm,  received  fair  educa- 
tional advantages,  which  he  improved  by  study  during  leisure  moments 
while  working  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  teaching 
school,  and  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  a  portion  of  each  year  suc- 
cessfully, from  1856  to  1884,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  serving 
his  country,  during  the  Civil  War.  When  the  call  for  Union  troops  was  made 
Mr.  Eagon  responded  to  the  call  and  joined  Company  H,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  at  Melmore,  Ohio,  September  25,  1861,  and  during  the 
eighteen  months  he  was  in  the  service  of  this  regiment  he  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Moorefield,  Bullpasture  Mountain  (McDowell),  Cross  Keys, 
Cedar  Mountain,  and  several  skirmishes.  He  entered  the  service  as  a  private, 
and  when  mustered  out,  on  account  of  physical  disability,  held  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant.  He  was  immediately  appointed  to  the  Secret  Service  for 
the  Government,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  one  year,  as  a  detective  in 
the  Fifth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  meantime  served  as  Cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Battalion,  O.  N.  G.,  which  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  Government  Service,  in  May,  1864,  as  the  144th  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  Mr.  Ragon  took  the  field  as  captain  of  his  company,  and 
served  in  the  regular  100-day 's  service,  and  also  some  of  the  time  com- 
manded his  regiment.  He  did  service  in  Maryland  and  Vi*rgiuia,  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  engagement  at  Berryville,  West  Virginia.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  as  captain  of  this  company,  September  2,  1864.  He  was  a  very 
active  worker  in  the  establishment  and  organization  of  the  Burnham  Post  No. 
276,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  elected  its  commander,  in  which  capacity  he 
sei-ved  six  terms.  In  1887,  he  represented  this  district  in  the  National 
Encampment,  at  St.  Louis,  and  in  1889  was  chief  mustering  officer  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  for  Indiana.  In  1892-3  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration for  the  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Indiana,  and  was  elected  Junior  Vice 
Department  Commander,  for  the  Department  of  Indiana,  April  5,  18.94.  In 
April,  1867,  he  became  a  resident  of  Lowell,  Indiana,  and  has  ever  since  been 
actively  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  place.  He  has  been  principal  of 
the  schools  of  Lowell  three  years,  but  was  also  for  some  time  engaged  in  car- 
riage building,  and  carpenter  work.  Meantime,  in  1885,  he  joined  A.  A. 
Winslow,  in  the  publication  of  the  "Lowell  Tribune,"  with  which  he  was  con- 
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nected  until  September,  1892,  when  his  son,  Elmer  E.,  purchased  his  interest 
in  it.  In  1884,  he  was  elected  Township  Trustee,  and  was  re-elected  in  1886, 
to  succeed  himself.  Upon  the  expiration  of  this  service  to  the  public,  he 
was  honored  with  the  nomination,  and  eventually  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, from  his  district,  in  which  responsible  official  capacity  he  served  with 
marked  ability.  His  principal  work  in  the  Legislature  was  the  assistance  he 
rendered  in  getting  a  bill  passed  appropriating  money  for  the  removal  of  the 
rock  obstruction,  at  Momence,  Illinois,  thus  rendering  it  possible  to  reclaim 
a  million  acres  of  land.  He  was  first  married  in  Ohio,  to  Miss  Lefee  Stevens, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Henriette  (Ogg)  Stevens,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons 
and  one  daughter;  Elmer  E.,  of  Lowell,  Indiana,  and  Minnie  L.,  wife  of  Oliver 
M.  Collins,  O'Neill,  Nebraska.  Two  sous,  Allen  and  Almou,  died  in  infauc}'. 
He  married  his  present  wife.  Miss  Jennie  A.  Smith,  of  Lowell,  Indiana,  and 
by  her  has  four  sous  and  two  daughters;  Leonard  W.,  Lola  M.,  Myrtie  E., 
and  Cordie  U.  John  and  George  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ragon  is  a  daughter 
of  Uriel  and  Sally  (Sampson)  Smith,  and  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  March  1,  1847.  She  came  to  Lowell,  Indiana,  November,  1869. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  her  mother  of  Massachusetts.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Ragon  is  a  Republican,  and  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and 
opinions.     He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


I  •  •  •  < 


ANDREW  J.   SMITH. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  the 
section  in  which  he  resides,  for  his  ujmght  and  honorable  walk  through  life 
is  well  worthy  the  emulation  of  all.  He  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Jos- 
eph River  at  Mottville,  Michigan,  March  20,  1861,  his  parents  being  John  A. 
and  Emeline  (Shellenberger)  Smith,  and  his  grandfather  John  Smith.  The 
latter  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  during  his  early  career,  followed 
the  calling  of  a  farmer  and  teamster,  in  the  latter  capacity  traveling  from 
Baltimore  to  Pittsburgh.  About  1852  or  1853,  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  having  been 
several  times  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  was  also  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  was  of  German  extraction, 
his  father  having  come  to  America  from  that  country. 
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John  A.  Smith,  was  born  in  Little  York,  Pennsylvania,  June  29, 1832,  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  coopers'  and  carpenters'  trade,  in  later  life  becoming 
an  extensive  contractor.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  St.  Jos- 
eph, Michigan,  and  there  made  his  home  until  April,  1866.  He  then  located 
on  a  farm  in  Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  and  there  he  has  made  his  home 
up  to  the  present  time,  being  one  of  the  first  men  to  move  buildings  in  that 
section,  and  now  following  the  calling  of  a  bridge  contractor.  He  served  in 
the  capacity  of  County  Commissioner  three  years,  as  Drain  Commissioner 
six  years,  being  elected  to  these  positions  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was 
one  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  married  and 
reared  families,  and  is  a  leading  member  of  the  A.  F.  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  but  aside  from  these  has  not  been  a  member  of  any  secret  organization.  He 
has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss  Burns,  who  bore  him 
one  child  that  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  His  second  wife  bore  him 
five  children:  Andrew  J.,  Alice  (Madlem),  Phoebe  (Jackson),  James  P., 
and  Sadie.  The  mother  of  these  children  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church.  She  is  one  of  ten  children  that  were  born  to 
Tobias  Shellenberger.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  and  High  School  at  Goshen,  Indiana, 
and  later  graduated  from  the  Valjjaraiso  Normal  College  in  the  summer 
of  1885.  Preceding  this,  he  had  taught  for  about  six  years  in  the  common 
schools  of  Elkhart  County,  and  six  years  in  tho  graded  schools  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  took  charge  of  the  schools  at  Hobart,  over 
which  he  very  successfully  presided  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  began  working  for  a  publishing  company,  with  which  he  remained 
four  months,  and  in  the  fall  of  1890,  he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  White, 
embarked  in  an  enterprise  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  which  they  continued 
about  four  months.  He  returned  to  Hobart  March  18,  1891,  and  took 
charge  of  the  "Hobart  Gazette,"  and  in  July  of  the  same  year  bought  the  entire 
paper,  which  he  has  since  conducted  in  a  very  intelligent  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  the  spring  of  1892,  he  took  Mr.  White  in  as  a  partner,  and  they  have 
since  run  an  independent  political  organ.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  July  7,  1884,  to  Miss  Elva  Stiwald, 
who  was  born  in  Avon,  Ohio,  in  1862,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Maine 
(Sheldon)  Stiwald,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  spec- 
ulator Ijy  occupation.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  lad,  here  mar- 
ried, and  ever  afterward  made  his  home.  He  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Daniel  and  Elva. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  383 


CEN.   ALYIN   PETERSON   HOYEY. 

Gen.  Alvin  Peterson  Hovey,  who  died  while  serving  his  first  term  as 
Governor  of  Indiana,  was  a  native  Hoosier,  his  birth  occurring  in  that  widely 
famed  County  of  Posey,  September  6,  1821,  and,  like  thousands  of  others  who 
rtttained  prominence  in  American  history,  his  lot  in  youth  was  one  of  hardship, 
and  gave  no  hint  of  the  honors  that  a  strong  intellect,  fairly  used,  coupled  with 
unwearying  industry,  were  to  bring  him.  In  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  which  were  then  of  the  poorest,  but  which  are  now  much  better,  he 
managed  to  pick  up  a  rudimentary  education  which  he  supplemented  by 
hard  study  after  the  active  work  of  his  life  had  begun.  He  studied  law,  and 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1843,  when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
he  entered  at  once  upon  what,  his  youth  and  surroundings  considered,  was  a 
successful  and  lucrative  practice  as  an  attorney  at  Mount  Vernon.  For 
seven  years  he  devoted  himself  to  his  profession,  but  about  1851  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  by  which  the  constitution  of 
Indiana  was  revised,  and  so  greatly  did  he  distinguish  himself  in  that  body, 
that  in  the  next  year  he  was  chosen  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  his  State,  and  after  three  years'  service  upon  the  bench,  was,  in  May, 
1884,  made  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana,  but  held  the 
position  only  a  few  months.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Pierce,  in  1855, 
United  States  District  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Indiana,  from  which  he 
was  removed  by  President  Buchanan  because  of  having  been  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  Douglas.  During  the  war  with  Mexico  he  was  a  lieutenant,  but  his 
company  failed  to  secure  an  entry  into  one  of  the  regiments  assigned  to  Indi- 
ana. Wlieu  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  came  upon  the  country,  although  lie  had 
never  had  any  military  training  and  had  never  shown  the  slightest  aptitude  or 
inclination  for  the  military  profession,  he  instantly  cast  aside  his  personal  con- 
siderations, enlisted  in  the  service,  and  started  out  as  a  colonel  of  volun- 
teers, by  appointment  of  Governor  Morton.  His  command  was  first  employed 
in  Arkansas,  where,  without  any  opportunity  of  becoming  distinguished 
ill  battle,  he  so  bore  himself  that  he  won  the  admiration  of  his  superiors. 
Shortly  after  the  reduction  of  Fort  Donelsou,  for  meritorious  service,  he 
was  commissioned  Brigadier-General,  and    a   short    time    after,    was    made 
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Major-General,  although  he  did  not  receive  his  commission  until  two  years 
after  it  was  granted.  In  time  his  chance  came  to  show  the  mettle  of  which  he 
was  made.  Transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  just  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  memorable  campaign  which  ended  on  July  4,  1863,  in  the  surren- 
der of  Vicksburg,  he  was  assigned  to  an  important  command.  At  the  battle 
of  Champion's  Hill,  which  was  the  pivotal  one  of  the  brief  and  brilliant  series 
of  engagements  by  which  Gen.  Pemberton  was  forced  back  with  his  entire 
army  into  Vicksburg,  Gen.  Hovey  so  executed  the  task  which  fell  to  his 
lot  that  Gen.  Grant  spoke  of  him  in  his  official  report,  in  terms  of  high- 
est praise,  awarding  him  the  honor  of  the  victory  at  Champion's  Hill,  which 
Grant  himself  called  the  "  key  battle  "  of  his  movements  to  get  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg.  After  the  fall  of  this  place  he  was  sent  to  the  field  of  duty  where 
he  could  gain  no  military  laurels,  but  where  his  sei-vices  were  of  vital  value  to 
the  Union  cause,  for  he  was  put  in  command  of  the  District  of  Indiana,  where, 
with  the  powerful  aid  of  Oliver  P.  Morton,  then  Governor,  he  pi-osecuted  and 
kept  the  disaffected  element  under  control.  The  war  being  ended  he  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  army  in  October,  1865,  and  soon  after  was  appointed 
United  States  minister  to  Peru,  having  declined  the  mission  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
which  had  been  tendered  him.  After  holding  the  post  of  minister  to  Peru  for 
five  years,  he  resigned  it  in  1870,  when  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  law,  to  which  he  confined  himself  for  the  next  sixteen  years, 
but  all  the  time  having  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  both  .national  and 
State,  he  put  his  ability  as  a  public  speaker  at  the  service  of  the  Eepublican 
party,  having,  prior  to  the  war,  been  a  Democrat.  In  1866  he  was  a  candidate 
of  his  party  for  Congress,  and  was  elected  in  a  close  district.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  he  showed  so  much  civic  ability,  that  in  1886  he  was  made 
.the  nominee  of  kis  party  for  Governor  of  his  State,  and  entered  at  once  upon 
the  hottest  political  campaign  the  State  has  ever  known.  As  a  result  of  the 
canvass  he  received  a  plurality  of  votes  of  2,200  over  his  competitor.  Gen.  Mat- 
son  who  had  been  a  gallant  Union  soldier,  had  shown  a  capacity  for  civic  office, 
and  was  in  every  way  the  strongest  candidate  the  Democrats  could  have  nom- 
inated. Being  tlius  chosen  as  the  first  Republican  Governor  Indiana  has 
had  since  the  war,  Gov.  Hovey  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  in 
their  discharge  displayed  the  same  courage,  clear  intellect  and  unsullied  integ- 
rity with  which  he  ever  met  every  other  function  allotted  to  him.  While  ful- 
filling the  requirements  of  his  office,  he  was  taken  ill,  and  died  November  23, 
1891.  He  was  a  ripe  Latin  scholar,  was  determined  and  self  reliant,  a  frequent 
contributor  to  magazine  literature,  and  a  poet  of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
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FREDERICK  J.  C.   LONG. 

A  mau's  life  work  is  the  measure  of  his  success,  and  he  is  truly  the  most 
successful  man  who,  turning  his  powers  into  the  channel  of  an  honorable 
purpose,  accomplishes  the  object  of  his  endeavor.  He  is  one  of  that  noble 
class  of  men  whose  attention  is  devoted  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  his 
county,  and  he  has  for  some  time  past  actively  assisted  in  making  Porter  County 
a  garden  spot  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  the  State.  Mr.  Long  is  a  product 
of  Germany,  his  birth  occurring  in  the  Province  of  Mecklenburg,  October  20, 
1856.  He  was  unfortunately  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years  and  was 
adopted  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Frederick  Long,  with  whom  he  came  to  the 
"  laud  of  the  free  "  when  about  ten  years  of  age.  In  the  fall  of  1867  they 
settled  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  followed 
varioiis  honorable  occupations,  his  earnings  being  appropriated  by  the  people 
who  had  adopted  him.  He  remained  with  these  thrifty  people  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  as  he  agreed,  and  in  1872  he  came  to  Porter  County 
and  secured  employment  in  a  brickyard,  where  he  remained  up  to  1891,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  located  on  a  farm  of  seventy-one  acres,  owned  by 
his  wife,  which  he  is  successfully  tilling.  In  every  walk  of  life  he  has  con- 
ducted himself  in  an  honorable  manner,  to  which  fact  the  numerous  friends 
he  has  gathered  about  him  testify.  Having  decided  that  it  is  not  good  for 
man  to  live  alone,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1881,  he  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss 
Rose  Hageman,  who  was  born  at  Porter,  Indiana,  May  27,  1863,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Hannah  J.  (Gossett)  Hageman,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on 
aiiother  page  of  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren have  been  given:  Gerry  E.,  Jennie  and  Cora.  Mrs.  Long  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and 
she  is  a  woman  of  great  nobility  of  character  and  has  many  warm  personal 
friends.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  is  prominent  in  all 
good  work,  as  is  also  her  husband,  whose  qualities  of  heart  and  head  are  of 
the  best.     Mr.  Long  has  a  brother  who  resides  in  Germany. 
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SOME   INCIDENTS  OF  "YE  OLDEN  TIWE." 

WRITTEN    BY    MISS    SARAH    BOND    FOB    THE    BENEFIT    OF    HER    GRANDNEPHEWS 

AND    GBANDNIECES. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1834,  Jesse  and  Mary  (Vore)  Bond,  with  their  chil- 
dren— Sarah,  Isaac,  Silas,  William  and  Eliza — left  the  home  of  William  and 
Charlotte  (Hough)  Bond,  the  paternal  grandparents,  where  they  had  been 
for  some  two  months,  and  located  in  a  home  of  their  own  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  LaPorte,  Indiana.  They  came  to 
this  region  from  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  County,  Michigan,  arriving  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1834,  and  remained  with  William  Bond  until  the  father  Rnd 
grandfather  had  erected  a  rude  habitation  for  their  occupancy.  This  con- 
sisted of  posts  set  in  the  ground,  half  weather  boarded  and  half  roofed  with 
the  same  material.  Weeds  were  higher  than  the  children's  heads  at  that 
time,  and  rattlesnakes  were  plentiful,  and  several  were  killed  by  the  father 
near  the  door  of  his  home.  The  first  day  they  located  in  their  new  abode, 
although  the  fireplace  was  unfinished  and  cooking  stoves  were  not  then  in  use, 
the  mother,  with  the  aid  of  her  daughter,  Sarah,  who  was  then  a  lass  of  about 
ten  years,  managed,  with  such  facilities  as  they  had,  to  get  dinner  for  about  a 
dozen  harvest  hands,  and  their  table  was  a  box.  Another  child,  Lydia, 
remained  with  her  grandparents  for  some  time  after  the  removal  of  her 
parents,  for  her  grandmother  had  met  with  quite  a  serious  accident,  and  hatl 
dislocated  her  left  elbow  by  a  fall,  and  Lydia  was,  unfortunately,  kicked  by 
a  mare  in  the  forehead  and  nearly  killed.  She  was  at  this  time  but  twelve 
years  old,  but  she  carried  the  scar  to  her  grave.  The  farms  of  William,  John 
and  Jesse  Bond  joined,  and  the  wife  of  the  latter  boarded  the  harvest  hands  of 
each  for  some  days,  after  which  they  moved  on  to  another  farmer's  to  do  his 
cradling.  At  that  time  the  threshing  had  to  be  done  before  it  was  time  to 
sow  wheat.  The  grandfather's  threshing  was  done  with  a  machine,  but  they 
were  then  often  obliged  to  thresh  with  a  flail,  and  tramp  out  the  grain  with 
horses.  Jesse  Bond  made  him  a  barn  out  of  two  log  corn  cribs,  and  after  his 
wheat  had  been  threshed  the  straw  was  stacked  around  these  buildings,  and 
the  result  was  a  good,  tight  and  warm  barn  for  the  protection  of  his  stock. 
Jesse  Bond  by  hard  labor  soon  managed  to  enclose  his  house,  completed  his 
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fireplace  and  added  the  luxury  of  a  small  cook  stove,  after  which  he  was  well 
prepared  to  brave  the  rigors  of  the  long  and  severe  winters.  While  the  father 
was  thus  profitably  employed,  his  brothers,  John  and  Ira,  were  breaking  his 
prairie  land  for  him,  on  which  he  was  to  sow  wheat,  and  later  helped  him  to 
get  his  crop  in,  their  labors  being  finished  about  the  middle  of  September. 
During  this  time  the  children  were  not  idle,  and  as  the  nvits  ripened  they 
gathered  bushels  of  hazel  nuts  and  shell-bark  hickory  nuts,  and  later  their 
time  was  fully  occupied  in  preserving  the  newly  sprouted  grain  from  the  rav- 
ages of  the  wild  geese  and  sand-hill  cranes,  which  numbered  thoiisands  upon 
thousands.  They  carried  with  them  to  the  fields  an  old  musket  which  had 
belonged  to  their  great-grandfather,  Edward  Bond,  whose  wife  was  Martha 
Rogers,  a  cousin  to  the  martyr,  John  Rogers,  who  ran  away  from  England 
with  his  two  brothers,  John  and  Benjamin,  and  with  this  old  gun,  which  could 
make  a  loud  noise  but  do  little  damage,  they  managed  to  preserve  the  greater 
part  of  the  crops,  and  the  boys,  Isaac,  Silas  and  William,  learned  to  shoot. 
There  were  three  lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  this  pioneer  home  which  seemed  to 
be  the  feeding  and  breeding  ground  of  the  geese,  from  which  fact  it  can  be 
inferred  that  the  children  were  by  no  means  idle.  The  father,  or  his  brothers, 
frequently  went  out  and  brought  back  a  fat  goose,  a  prairie  hen  or  quails,  the 
result  of  their  skill  with  the  rifle  or  trap.  In  those  days  bald  and  gray  eagles 
were  numerous,  and  they  fed  their  young  on  the  young  ducks  and  geese  that 
were  floating  upon  the  lakes,  and  Miss  Sarah  Bond,  in  her  youth,  has  seen 
them  carry  off  a  young  lamb  or  pig  from  her  father's  fields,  and  has  frequently 
seen  the  male  and  female  carry  off  a  lamb  or  pig  apiece,  at  the  same  time,  to 
their  nest  in  Bald  Hill  grove.  On  one  occasion  when  Silas,  William  and  Eliza, 
who  were  eight,  six  and  four  years  old,  respectively,  were  playing  along  the 
brook  or  branch  between  the  lakes  west  of  the  house,  they  were  attacked  by 
the  eagles,  and  for  safety  hid  under  the  bushes.  When  dinner  time  came 
Sarah  was  sent  to  call  them,  and  her  call  brought  a  reply  from  Silas,  who  told 
her  their  predicament.  She  ran  back  to  the  house,  gave  the  warning  to  her 
mother  and  sister,  Lydia,  who  in  turn  informed  the  father  and  brother,  Isaac, 
and  started  on  the  run  across  the  field  to  the  children's  aid.  In  her  progress 
she  stepped  on  a  blue  racer  snake  with  her  bare  feet,  but  did  not  stop  to 
apologize,  but  continued  her  flight  and  soon  reached  her  brothers  and  sister. 
In  her  efforts  to  beat  the  eagles  back  she  was  soon  joined  by  the  rest  of  the 
family,  but  the  birds  were  so  vicious  and  determined  that  their  wings  often 
touched  their  heads  as  they  flew   past.     The  children  were  taken  out  from 
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under  tlie  bushes,  but  they  were  attacked  several  times  on  their  way  to  the 
house,  although  all  danger  was  over.  The  children  were  careful  in  their 
choice  of  a  play  ground  after  that,  and  gave  the  branch,  between  the  lakes,  a 
wide  berth.  For  several  years  after  locating  in  this  section  there  were  no 
schools  to  go  to,  but  the  children  received  good  moral  instruction  from  their 
parents,  and  eventually  grew  to  honorable  manhood  and  womanhood.  Sarah 
Bond  well  remembers  the  time  that  she  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  were 
taken  by  their  parents  to  see  David  Scott  hung  on  the  17th  of  June,  1837 
(she  thinks),  his  fate  being  held  up  as  a  warning  to  all  those  who  did  wrong. 


CYRUS  N.  CARNES. 

Among  the  sons  of  Ohio  who  brought  with  them  to  the  Hoosier  State  the 
enterprise  and  thrift  which  have  ever  distinguished  the  native  Ohioan,  we  are 
gratified  to  be  able  to  name  Cyrus  N.  Carnes,  who  was  born  in  Knox  County, 
that  State,  February  26,  1827.  His  parents,  William  and  Jane  (Harris) 
Carnes,  originally  came  fi'om  Virginia  and  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
Knox  County.  William  Carnes  entered  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  there,  which 
he  cleared,  improved  and  upon  which  he  lived  for  many  years.  He  afterward 
settled  in  Delaware  County  where  he  died  about  the  year  1874.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  the  War  of  1812  and  received  a  land  warrant  and  a  pension  from  the 
government  for  the  services  he  had  rendered.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years.  On  the  old  home  farm  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Cyrus  N.  Carnes  was 
reared,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  rural  home.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  after  his  marriage  he  farmed  one  season  in 
Delaware  County,  then  moved  to  Union  County  where  he  bought  a  farm  and 
began  establishing  a  home  for  himself  and  family.  He  continued  to  till  the 
soil  there  successfully  for  seven  j  cars,  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  where  land  was  cheaper.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Kailroad 
Township  and  located  thereon  in  the  spring  of  1864.  This  property  consisted 
of  115  acres  and  was  slightly  improved,  having  an  apology  of  a  house  thereon. 
Here  Mr.  Carnes  began  the  work  of  improvement  and  here  he  has  since  resided, 
being  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  and  successful  farmers  of  the  county. 
His  property  has  been  acquired  by  years  of  hard  work  and  at  the  present  time 
he  is  the  owner  of  over  500  acres  of  fine  farming  land.     He  is  a  veteran  of 
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the  late  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  Company  E,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry  in 
the  fall  of  1864  and  served  with  the  same  until  the  termination  of  hostilities. 
He  was  with  General  Sherman  in  his  memorable  March  to  the  Sea,  the  duty 
of  his  regiment  being  to  look  after  the  bridges.  Mr.  Carnes  was  married  in 
Delaware  County,  Ohio,  in  1854,  to  Miss  Eliza  Heminger,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  who  died  about  three  years  after  their  marriage,  leaving  him 
with  one  child  to  care  for,  William  H.,  who  is  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Sumner 
County,  Kansas,  and  has  been  County  Clerk  there  for  four  years.  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine (Wynegar)  Welsh  became  Mr.  Carnes'  second  wife,  and  to  them  three 
children  have  been  given:  Worthington,  Sherman  and  Euphie.  Mr.  Carnes 
is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
"dyed  in  the  wool"  Kepublican. 


HON,    DAVID   TURPIE. 

There  is  not  a  name  of  a  living  citizen  of  Indiana,  with  possibly  one  or 
two  exceptions,  which  is  more  widel}'  or  more  favorably  known  than  that  of 
the  long-time  jurist  and  legislator,  Hon.  David  Turpie,  who  has  been  twice 
elected  as  United  States  Senator  from  this  State  and  is  a  leading  member  of 
the  Marion  County  bar,  his  experience  as  a  law  maker  and  judge  in  Indiana, 
and  as  a  legislator  at  Washington,  covering  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  the 
intervals  in  which  he  has  not  been  in  public  service  having  been  given  to  the 
successful  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr.  Turpie  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
after  due  preparation,  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  in  1849,  and  at  once  began  a 
career  that  early  marked  him  as  a  man  of  uncommon  ability.  In  1854  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Wright,  whom  he  later  succeeded  in  the  Senate,  as  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  two  years  later  he  became  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court.  He  resigned  both  of  these  offices,  however.  Meantime  in  1853, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  and  in  1858  was  again  elected 
to  that  office.  He  was  first  elected  United  States  Senator  in  1863,  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  immediately  succeeding  Hon. 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  who  served  by  appointment  of  the  Governor.  In  1874-75 
he  was  again  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  General  Assemblj'  of 
Indiana  and  was  honored  with  the  speakership  of  that  body  and  was  the  last 
to  preside  as  such  in  the  old  State  House.  In  1878,  when  a  commission  of 
three  was  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  of  Indiana,  he  was  appointed  as  one  of 


390  PICTORIAL  AND 

its  members  and  served  in  that  capacity  during  the  succeeding  three  years. 
He  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland,  in  August,  1886,  United  States 
District  Attorney  for  the  State  of  Indiana  and  filled  that  office  most  ably  and 
acceptably  until  March  3,  1887,  when  he  resigned,  having  ou  February  2 
previous,  been  elected  United  States  Senator,  and  on  the  following  day  he 
again  took  up  the  honors  and  responsibilities  of  that  exalted  position.  The 
career  of  Judge  Turpie  has  been  a  most  successful  and  most  useful  one.  The 
laws  of  the  State  will  ever  bear  the  impress  of  his  labor  and  his  genius.  He 
was  an  ideal  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Indiana.  As  a 
United  States  Senator  his  course  was  one  of  dignity,  integrity  and  devotion  to 
his  State  and  Country  and  he  served  on  such  important  committees  as  the 
committee  on  pensions,  the  committee  ou  privileges  and  elections,  the  com- 
mittee ou  transportation  to  the  seaboard,  etc.  As  a  delegate-at-large  to  the 
National  Democratic  Convention  at  St.  Louis,  in  1888,  he  was  wise  and  efficient 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.  As  a  political  organizer  he  has  few  superiors. 
As  a  public  speaker  he  is  forcible,  convincing  and  pleasing.  There  are  few 
statesmen  in  Indiana  who,  through  a  period  equally  long  have  met  with  such 
hearty  and  unswerving  apjH'oval  on  the  part  of  their  constituents.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat  because  he  believes  that  a  prevalence  of  the  practical  results 
of  Democratic  doctrine  will  benefit  the  country.  In  his  private  life  and  iu  his 
intercourse  with  his  fellowmen  he  is  thoroughly  and  consistently  democratic, 
because  he  is  in  and  through  everything  •  most  thoroughly  American,  most 
truly  democratic  from  the  very  instincts  of  his  being. 


NICHOLAS  W.   CLOSSER. 

(DECEASED.) 

Among  the  noble  men  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  who  fulfilled  their 
destiny  and  are  now  no  more,  may  be  mentioned  Nicholas  W.  Closser,  who 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  12,  1812.  His  first 
recollection  is  of  having  moved  to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  when  he  was  about 
three  years  of  age  and  he  was  subsequently  taken  by  his  parents  to  Butler 
County,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  From  that  place 
they  moved  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  at  which  place  they  arrived  January  8, 
1823,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  they  engaged  in  farming.  During  his 
minority   Nicholas  W.  aided  his  father  in  clearing  four  large  farms,  and  dur- 
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iug  tbis  time  acquired  a  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  all  the  details 
of  agriculture.  He  was  a  pupil  in  the  first  Sabbath  School  organized  in 
Marion  County,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  identified  himself 
with  Sabbath  School  work.  In  1828  he  was  converted  and  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  near  Indianapolis,  but  subsequently,  upon  a 
more  careful  examination  of  the  Scriptures,  he  became  dissatisfied  with  the 
doctrine  of  this  church  and,  in  1840,  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Door  village,  with  which  he  retained  membership  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  LaPorte,  June  22,  1891.  March  14,  1833,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Eebecca  Parker,  a  daughter  of  William  Parker,  formerly  a  millwright 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  who  died  in  Illinois,  and  to  their  union  the  following 
children  were  given:  Daniel  P.,  Elizabeth  H.,  Jerome  B.,  Sylvanus  M., 
Joseph  A.  and  Emily  E.  One  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Closser  came  with 
his  family  to  LaPorte  County  and,  as  he  came  with  ox  teams,  the  journey 
thither  from  Indianapolis  occupied  twenty-one  days.  He  engaged  in  farming 
and  dealing  in  lumber  and  operated  two  sawmills,  one  propelled  by  water  and 
the  other  by  steam.  He  made  the  first  table  and  bedstead  in  the  township, 
in  fact,  did  not  hesitate  to  put  his  hand  to  anything  to  improve  his  condition, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  was  successful  financially.  In  addition 
to  the  enterprises  above  mentioned  he  also  engaged  extensively  in  the 
purchase  of  real  estate,  then  retired  and  spent  his  declining  years  in  LaPorte. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  section,  and  he  and  his  brother  were  the 
first  teachers  of  music  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He  served  in  a  number  of 
official  capacities,  was  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  a  time,  and  was  a  partic- 
ipant in  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1832.  He  always  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  was  identified  with  the  Whig  and  Eepublican  parties. 
Daniel  P.  Closser,  son  of  the  above,  was  brought  to  LaPorte  County  when 
about  two  months  old  and  fortunately  received  a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Franklin  College.  Having  been  brought  up  to  the  occupation 
of  farming,  he  returned  to  that  occupation  after  finishing  his  education  and 
remained  with  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
determined  to  "try  his  wings,"  went  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  opened  a  gen- 
eral mercantile  store  in  the  ■\'icinity  of  that  city,  for  an  uncle,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  and 
united  his  fortunes  with  those  of  Miss  Margaret  A.  McCormick,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Theodocia  McCormick,  early  settlers  of  that  section.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Closser   the  following  children  liave  been  given:     Sarah  P.,  wife 
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of  Ed.  Micliael,  of  LaPorte;  Clarence  Edwin,  who  is  in  the  drug  business 
and  is  married  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Wilcox;  Charles  Lincoln, 
who  is  a  farmer  of  LaPorte  County  and  is  married  to  Susan  Ladd ;  Hattie 
D. ;  Clara  Belle,  who  died  in  infancy;  William  H.,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
CloBser  Bros. ;  Rose  Abbie,  married  Fred  N.  Schultz,  of  Elkhart,  Indiana; 
Louis  F.,  married  Lura  D.,  daughter  of  William  A.  Banks,  and  Maggie  M., 
who  resides  in  LaPorte  with  her  sister,  Sarah.  After  his  marriage  Daniel  P. 
Closser  purchased  a  steam  sawmill,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  found  him- 
self in  debt  $2,400,  and  in  1860  he  disposed  of  his  mill  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  his  uncle,  Bronson  Parker,  amounting  to  eighty  acres.  This  farm  he 
cleared  and  in  connection  with  this  work  operated  a  sawmill  belonging  to 
William  Maderas,  his  work  being  done  entirely  at  night  throughout  one  win- 
ter. In  1867  he  disposed  of  his  farm  at  $40  per  acre,  after  which  he  became 
traveling  salesman  for  the  M.  &  J.  Rumely  Company  for  several  years. 
He  purchased  the  farm  in  1867,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1885, 
which  is  a  well-improved  place  and  is  conducted  in  an  intelligent  and 
succeBsful  manner.  In  1885  he  moved  to  Kingsbury  and  engaged  in  dealing 
in  grain  and  live-stock.  On  May  2,  1886,  God  suddenly  called  to  her  reward 
his  beloved  companion,  Margaret  A.  In  the  full  vigor  of  womanhood  she  was 
stricken  down  with  apoplexy,  and  in  two  hours  was  at  rest.  This  loss  proved 
the  most  severe  stroke  of  his  life,  as  their  marraige  had  been  a  very  happy 
one.  On  October  25,  1888,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Susan  Adell,  daugh- 
ter of  Major  Atkii),  of  Crown  Point,  and  now  resides  in  Kingsbury,  close  to 
his  farms  and  surrounded  by  all  bis  children  but  the  one  daughter,  who  lives 
at  Elkhart.  He  has  made  a  success  of  every  enterprise  to  winch  he  has  given 
his  attention,  and  as  a  traveling  salesman  was  particularly  successful.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  served  in  the  capacit}'  of  Township 
Constable  and  Trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is 
Superintendent  of  the  Cemetery  Association  and  has  twice  been  President 
of  the  Pioneer  Association.  He  assisted  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the 
new  Courthouse  and  has  been  active  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and  at 
this  writing  is  improving  and  building  two  houses  in  Kingsbury,  and  clear- 
ing land  on  one  of  his  farms.  He  is  firm  in  the  belief  of  Solomon  who  says, 
"I  once  was  young  and  now  I  am  old,  and  I  never  have  seen  the  righteous 
forsaken  nor  his  seed  begging  bread." 
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JOHN   M.   WHITE. 

All  the  successful  business  men  of  tlie  West  are  self-made  men.  From 
poverty  and  obscurity  they  have  fought  their  way  in  life's  battle  to  promi- 
nence and  honor.     In  their  lives  and  success  may  be  found  demonstrated 

"  The  rank  is  but  the  guinea's  stamp — 
The  man's  the  man  for  a'  that." 

A  volume  of  the  honorable  and  upright  business  men  of  Lake  County, 
Indiana,  would  be  incomplete  unless  mention  were  made  of  John  M.  White, 
who  is  an  industrious,  law  abiding  and  honored  citizen  of  East  Chicago,  Indi- 
ana, of  which  town  he  is  one  of  the  cit}'  councilmen.  He  is  a  product  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  first  saw  the  light  of  day  May  5,  1854,  of  which  State 
his  parents,  Clark  and  Eliza  A.  (McKean)  White,  were  also  natives.  Clark 
White  was  born  October  9,  181 1,  and  althoiigh  he  for  many  years  followed 
the  cai'penter's  trade,  he  is  now  living  in  retirement  on  a  farm  in  Albany 
County,  New  York.  To  himself  and  his  wife  a  large  old  fashioned  family  of 
twenty-one  children  was  born.  lu  his  natal  county  John  M.  White  was 
reared,  and  in  its  public  schools  he  acquired  a  practical  education.  Until 
1880  his  life  was  spent  in  farm  labor,  and  while  laboring  in  the  open  air  and 
sunshine  his  muscles  were  hardened  and  strengthened  and  the  hue  of  health 
tinged  his  cheek.  He  left  the  farm  to  take  a  position  on  the  Albany  &  Sus- 
quehanna E.  K.,  and  was  engaged  in  this  work  on  different  roads  for  about 
seven  years,  being  for  some  time  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R.  R.  In  1887 
he  accepted  the  position  of  weighmaster  for  the  G.  F.  Swift  &  Company's 
packing  house,  but  three  years  later  he  came  to  East  Chicago,  Indiana,  where 
he  has  been  j^rofitably  employed  in  the  tank  works  up  to  the  present  time. 
Mr.  White  started  out  in  life  with  little  or  no  means  and  has  worked  his  way 
up  in  the  world  by  himself,  and  his  life  affords  a  strong  proof  of  what  may 
be  done  by  an  honest  purpose  to  make  the  best  of  one's  opportunities.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  City  Council  in  March,  1894,  and  has  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Republican  Club  for  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  the  American  Protective  Association,  and  was  active  in  organizing  the 
Brotlierhood  of  Railway  Trainmen,  of  which  honorable  order  he  was  the  first 
treasurer.     In  February,  1891,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Lela  C.  Doolittle,  of 
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Oneonta,  New  York,  an  intelligent  and  amiable  lady,  who  is  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  White,  by  his  own  efforts,  has 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competency,  has  a  pleasant  home,  and,  since  locat- 
ing in  East  Chicago,  he  and  his  amiable  wife  have  gathered  about  them 
numerous  friends. 


BYRON   K.    ELLIOTT. 

This  well-known  jurist  and  author  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1835,  of  that  sturdy  Pennsylvania  stock  which  has  furnished  to 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  country  some  of  their  most  progressive  and  sub- 
stantial citizens.  James  Elliott,  his  grandfather,  immigrated  to  Ohio 
from  Pennsylvania  in  1799.  Until  1849  Judge  Elliott  lived  at  Hamilton, 
Ohio.  Later  he  made  Cincinnati  his  home  until  December,  1850,  when  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Indianapolis,  where,  at  the  "  Old  Seminary,"  under 
the  tutelage  of  Mr.  Lang,  he  completed  the  education  he  had  begun  at  Ham- 
ilton Academy  and  continued  at  Furman's  Seminary.  In  February,  1858,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  May,  1859,  was  elected  City  Attorney,  though 
he  was  then  only  twenty-four  years  old,  and  was  in  the  first  year  of  his  prac- 
tice. After  the  outbreak  of  the  Eebellion  he  was  in  the  hundred-days' 
service  as  a  captain  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  Eegiment,  and 
later  was  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Milroy.  Returning 
to  Indianapolis,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  1865,  1867 
and  1869,  successively,  was  elected  City  Attorney.  In  October,  1870,  be  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Court,  an  office  which  he  resigned  in  November, 
1872,  to  accept  the  office  of  City  Solicitor,  which  was  unanimously  tendered 
him  by  the  Common  Council.  In  1873  he  was  again  elected  City  Attorney. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  to  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court.  Four  years  after- 
ward the  Eepublicaus  elected  him  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Cen- 
tral District  of  Indiana.  He  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  same 
position  in  1886  and  elected.  In  1892  he  was  again  nominated  for  the  office, 
but  in  common  with  all  the  other  candidates  of  his  party,  was  defeated.  He 
has  served  many  terms  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  and  out  of 
his  profession  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  purest,  fairest  and  clearest-sighted 
judges  in  the  State,  and  there  is  not  a  judge  anywhere  in  whose  rulings  and 
opinions  more  implicit  confidence  is  placed  than  in  his.  He  has  gained  a 
national    reputation    as   a   writer   of  legal   literature.      Three   volumes,  "The 
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Work  of  the  Advocate,"  "The  Law  of  Roads  and  Streets,"  and  "Appellate 
Procedure,"  were  the  joint  production  of  the  Judge  and  his  son,  William  F. 
Elliott.  These  works  are  published  by  the  Bowen-Merrill  Company,  of  Indi- 
anapolis. "  The  Law  of  Eoads  and  Streets  "  has  the  largest  and  most  gen- 
eral circulation  of  any  law  book  brought  out  in  recent  years.  "  The  AVork  of 
the  Advocate"  elicited  a  two-page  review  in  the  Albany  "Law  Journal,"  in 
wliich  the  book  is  highly  praised,  not  alone  for  its  value  to  lawyers,  but  for 
its  literary  merit.  "  It  is  a  pleasure,"  wrote  the  able  reviewer,  "to  read  such 
an  excellent  style,  never  diflfuse  and  never  barren,  supplied  with  striking 
antitheses  and  enlivened  with  apt  anecdotes.  The  Judge  is  always  acute  and 
inweuious."  Commentiue  on  "  The  Law  of  Roads  and  Streets,"  the  "Central 
Law  Journal  "  of  St.  Louis,  adds  "  The  high  reputation  and  wide  experience 
of  Judge  Elliott  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana  is  such  that 
our  readers  need  not  be  told  that  he  is  capable  of  preparing  a  thoroughly  good 
law  book.  He  is  the  oldest  and  by  common  consent  the  leading  member  of 
fliat  court,  and,  indeed,  in  point  of  learning  and  ability,  occupies  a  place  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  eminent  jurists  of  this  country.  His  opinions  on  the 
bench  always  exhibit  great  care,  thought  and  laborious  research,  and  contain 
terse,  vigorous  statements  of  the  law."  The  latest  work,  "Appellate  Pro- 
cedure," although  it  has  not  long  been  in  use,  has  taken  a  place  as  a  standard 
authority.  It  is  quoted  with  approval  by  many  of  the  courts  throughout  the 
country,  and  is  much  used  by  members  of  the  bar  of  many  of  the  States. 
Judge  EUiotfs  address  on  the  subject  of  "Local  Self-Governmeut,"  read  before 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Bar  Association  at  Indianapolis,  in  1890, 
is  regarded  as  a  masterpiece  of  thought  and  diction.  His  oration  at  the 
memorial  services  held  at  Goshen,  in  1890,  in  honor  of  the  deceased  judge, 
J.  A.  S.  Mitchell,  is  a  perfect  classic,  and  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
efforts  of  its  kind  ever  delivered  in  Indiana.  Judge  Elliott  is  a  lecturer  on 
equity  and  jurisprudence  at  the  De  Pauw  University  at  Greencastle,  and  the 
Northwestern  University  at  Chicago.  The  old  saying  to  the  effect  that  it  is 
the  man  who  makes  the  office  honorable,  not  the  office  which  dignifies  the  man, 
was  aptly  exemplified  by  Judge  Elliott's  five  terms  of  service  as  City  Attorney, 
during  which  he  made  the  position  one  of  importance,  worth  a  good  lawyer's 
tenure  and  attention,  whereas  it  had  been  a  mere  party  makeweight  previously. 
He  has  added  dignity  and  respect  likewise  to  every  other  of  the  important  places 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill. 
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MICHAEL  HOGAN.  > 


San  Pierre,  Indiana,  can  well  be  proud  of  the  amount  of  brains  and 
energy  possessed  by  her  representative  citizens,  for,  taken  as  a  whole,  there 
are  none  brighter,  more  intelligent,  or  with  more  ability  and  push  in  any 
direction,  and  among  the  number  is  Michael  Hogan,  who  has  charge  of  the 
interests  of  "  Uncle  Sam  "  at  that  place.  He  is  a  product  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  May  8,  1837,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Broomfield) 
Hogan,  natives  of  the  Isle  of  Erin,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1830. 
They  first  located  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  later  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  about  1837  entered  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  but  did  not  remove 
to  that  section  until  1842.  He  became  well-to-do  and  in  1880  died  on  the  farm 
which  he  had  first  entered,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  in  1879.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  five  years  of  age  at  the  time  his  parents  set- 
tled in  Fulton  County,  and  there  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  pub- 
lic school  education.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  and  after  farming  for  himself  for  one  year  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Fiftj'-ninth  Indiana  Kegiment,  in  the  early  part  of  1865,  and 
was  in  the  service  until  the  war  closed,  doing  guard  duty  the  most  of  the  time. 
After  the  war,  in  1866,  he  located  in  Monticello,  White  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  in  1879  he  removed  to 
Winamac,  Indiana,  and  there  successfully  conducted  a  mercantile  establish- 
ment for  a  few  years.  He  then  traded  his  stock  for  a  farm  in  Railroad  Town- 
shijj,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  iipon  which  he  located  in  May,  1884.  He 
remained  on  this  farm  until  1892,  when  he  bought  some  residence  property  in 
San  Pierre,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  May,  1892,  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  San  Pierre,  took  possession  of  the  office  the  following 
June,  and  still  acceptably  fills  the  position,  although  he  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics.  While  a  resident  of  Monticello,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council,  was  Town  Treasurer  and  Marshal,  and  while  living  at  Winamac  he 
was  Town  Treasurer.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  127  acres,  but 
his  attention  is  given  to  other  matters.  In  1859,Miss  Rosanua  Bennett  became 
his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  a  daughter  of  Henry  P.  and  Phoebe 
(Hudkins)  Bennett,  and  she  and  Mr.  Hogan  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 
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FRANK   KONOPASEK. 

A  uoble  class  of  men  have  built  up  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wayne 
Township,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  have  made  it  a  garden  spot  in  the  great 
commonwealth  of  the  State.  Among  those  who  have  been  active  and  efficient 
in  the  work  is  he  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  the  county  for  many  years,  and 
in  every  walk  of  life  has  conducted  himself  in  an  honorable  and  upright  man- 
ner. He  is  a  Bohemian  by  birth,  and  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1835,  a  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Stebron)  Konopasek,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Bohemia,  where  they  lived  and  died.  The  father  was  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  of  him  the  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  much  of  his  knowledge  of 
husbandry.  The  latter  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  prior 
to  leaving  that  country  to  come  to  America,  he  became  the  owner  of  about 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  tilled  in  an  intelligent  and  successful  manner. 
He  was  married  in  Bohemia,  and  in  1856  disposed  of  all  his  interests  there  and 
came  to  America,  with  the  expectation  of  bettering  his  financial  condition.  He 
first  purchased  a  farm  in  Illinois,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  few  years,  then  set- 
tled in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago,  where  he  successfully  carried  on  a  dairy  for 
some  time.  In  1877  he  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  with  his  family,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  Township,  and  by  toiling  early  and  late, 
by  the  exercise  of  all  his  mentality,  and  by  the  practice  of  a  judicious,  yet  a  by 
no  means  niggardly,  economy,  his  efforts  have  been  substantially  rewarded  and 
at  the  present  time  he  is  the  owner  of  615  acres  of  land.  It  is  but  necessary  to 
give  a  glance  over  his  broad  acres  to  know  that  a  man  of  intelligence,  thrift,  and 
energy  has  control  of  affairs,  and  his  views  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  hus- 
bandry are  considered  of  the  soundest,  and  at  all  times  to  be  relied  upon.  He 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  his  place  annually 
produces  a  large  amount  of  wheat.  The  buildings  thereon  are  commodious 
and  substantial,  and  present  a  neat  and  tasteful  appearance.  In  1853  Mr. 
Konopasek  wedded  Miss  Valentine  Poba,  by  whom  he  has  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren :  Mary,  Joseph,  Frank,  Rosa,  Charley,  and  Amelia.  Mr.  Konopasek  sup- 
ports the  measures  of  the  Eepublican  party,  and  his  first  vote  in  this  country 
was  cast  for  the  martyred  president,  Al)raham  Lincoln. 
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MIKE   CERYENY. 

Generally  age  and  experience  are  essential  to  success  and  promotion.  In 
the  example  before  us  we  have  a  man  without  any  special  fortuitous  circum- 
stances rising  by  his  own  force  of  character,  energy  and  good  judgment  to 
the  front  ranks  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  This  gentleman  is  a  product  of  Bohe- 
mia, where  he  was  born  March  15,  1844,  a  son  of  Albert  and  Katie  (Cinkaj- 
zel)  Cerveny,  who  were  also  born  in  Bohemia,  where  they  lived,  married  aad 
died,  being  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In  the  land  of  his  nativity  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated,  but  hearing  and  reading  glowing 
descriptions  of  the  opportunities  offered  to  young  men  in  this  country  he 
decided  to  try  his  fortune  here,  and  accordingly,  in  1866,  landed  at  the  city 
of  New  York.  He  immediately  turned  his  footsteps  westward,  and  soon 
secured  employment  in  a  large  wholesale  lumber  yard  in  Chicago,  where  be 
remained  profitably  employed  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  saloon  business  on  the  West  Side,  and  for  a  period  of  six  years  conducted 
an  orderly  and  popular  establishment,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  disposed 
of  his  stock  and  came  to  Starke  County,  making  a  purchase  of  160  acres  of 
land  in  Railroad  Township.  This  land  he  has  resided  on  ever  since,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  both  brain  and  brawn  has  greatly  improved  it  in  various  ways, 
especially  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  fences.  As  his  means  have  permitted 
he  has  increased  his  acreage  from  time  to  time  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of 
240  acres  of  as  fine  agricultural  laud  as  can  be  found  inside  the  borders  of 
Starke  County.  His  residence  is  a  handsome,  commodious  and  conveniently 
arranged  structure,  and  his  barns  and  other  outbuildings  are  roomy  and  well 
constructed.  In  1871  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  "  it  is  not  good  for  man 
to  live  alone,"  and  took  for  himself  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Katie 
Kokoska,  also  a  native  of  Bohemia,  by  whom  he  has  three  interesting  chil- 
dren: Annie,  Josie  and  John  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cerveny  have  long 
been  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a  Republican  of 
the  stanchest  kind,  and  supports  the  measures  of  his  party  on  all  occasions. 
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JOSEPH   A.    BYERS. 

The  country  of  America  affords  numberless  instances  of  men  who  have 
made  their  way  alone  in  life,  having  notliing  upon  which  to  depend,  but  their 
own  strong  arms  and  a  determination  to  do  and  to  succeed.  Such  men  are 
always  self-reliant,  their  necessities  having  taught  them  that  what  is  done 
must  be  done  through  themselves  alone.  They  are  worthy  and  well  qualified 
to  perform  what  duties  they  are  called  upon  to  discharge,  and  are  almost 
without  exception  leaders  of  thought  in  their  communities  and  lead  lives  of 
great  usefulness.  In  considering  the  men  of  this  class  the  name  of  Joseph 
A.  Byers  suggests  itself,  for  the  reason  that  he  has  made  his  way  onward 
and  upward  in  the  world  by  the  force  of  his  own  talents.  He  was  born  in 
Noble  County,  Ohio,  February  15,  1854,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Beatty) 
Byers,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in  Ohio. 
John  Byers  was  reared  and  married  in  his  native  State,  and  after  the  latter 
event  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Noble  County,  where  his  wife  died,  and  he 
later  married  Elizabeth  Beatty.  His  next  change  of  residence  was  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  but  two  years  later  he  came  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Bartholomew 
County.  In  1865  he  came  with  his  family  to  Starke  County  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Railroad  Township,  but  two  years  later,  before  he  could  clear  or 
improve  his  farm  to  any  great  extent  he  became  blind,  and  for  six  years  was 
totally  helpless,  being  confined  to  his  bed.  He  lived  until  February,  1884, 
at  which  time  he  was  nearly  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  survived  by 
his  widow  three  years.  Joseph  A.  Byers  lived  in  his  native  State  until  he 
was  about  eight  years  old,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  continuously  in 
the  Hoosier  State.  He  was  about  thirteen  years  old  when  his  father  became 
blind,  and  it  devolved  upon  him  to  support  and  talre  care  of  the  family,  which 
he  did  for  thirteen  yea,rs.  This  duty  he  found  to  be  particularly  arduous, 
owing  to  his  extreme  youth  and  the  newness  and  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country,  but  with  far  more  thoughtfulness  and  stability  than  his  years  war- 
ranted, he  bent  his  shoulders  to  his  task,  and  in  time  success  crowned  his 
efforts.  On  the  farm  was  a  small  log  cabin  of  one  room,  14x16  feet,  but  as 
years  passed  and  he  succeeded  in  clearing  and  improving  the  place  and  get- 
ting a  start,  he  erected  a  hewed  log  house,  16x18  feet,  which  at  that  time  was 
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considered  a  fine  dwelling.  Under  these  conditions  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
as  his  efforts  were  directed  in  the  right  channel  his  means  increased,  he  was 
eventually  enabled  to  erect  a  handsome  and  comfortable  home  of  eight  rooms, 
in  which  his  parents  resided  with  him  until  their  respective  deaths.  Having 
accumulated  considerable  real  estate,  he  disposed  of  the  old  home  farm  of 
eighty-six  acres,  and  has  just  completed  another  residence  on  the  farm  of 
ninety-six  acres  which  he  owns.  He  also  owns  property  in  North  Judson  and 
Knox,  and  recently  erected  a  handsome  residence  on  the  former  place,  and 
also  built  a  house  on  some  farm  property  which  he  owns  in  Railroad  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Byers  was  married  February  5,  1891,  to  Miss  Anna  Vanek,  a 
native  of  Blatua,  Bohemia,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Lizzie  A.,  born 
December  13,  1891,  and  Mary  E.,  born  April  9,  1893.  Mr.  Byers  is  a  popu- 
lar citizen  of  his  township,  and  has  served  it  in  the  capacity  of  Trustee  for 
about  seven  years.  The  first  time  he  was  elected  to  this  position  by  a  majority 
of  eighteen  in  a  township  of  fifty-seven  democratic  majority,  and  the  last 
time  was  re-elected  by  a  Republican  majority  of  fifty-two  votes.  He  has 
always  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  his  township  is  the  wheel  horse  of 
his  party.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


HON.  WILLIAM   S.    HOLMAN. 

Hon.  William  S.  Holman,  who  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past  thirty- 
foiir  years  has  been  a  representative  in  Congress  from  Indiana,  and  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  men  now  in  public,  was  born  in  Dearborn  County,  this 
State,  December  6,  1822,  his  parents  being  Jesse  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Master- 
son)  Holman.  His  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Indiana,  having  settled 
in  Dearborn  County  about  the  year  1810,  and  was  quite  prominently  con- 
nected with  public  affairs,  at  one  time  coming  within  one  vote  of  being  elected 
to  the  United  States  Senate.  William  S.  Holman  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  in  youth,  and  for  two  years  was  a  student  at 
Franklin  College.  He  taught  school  for  a  time,  wedded  Abagail  Knapp 
before  attaining  his  majority,  read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  when  old 
enough,  and  when  twenty-one  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  his  native  county. 
In  1849  he  was  chosen  Prosecuting  Attorney,  elected  senatorial  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1850;  in  1851  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House 
of  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  18o2  was  elected  to  the  Common  Pleas  bench. 
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serving  as  such  to  the  end  of  the  term.  In  1858  he  began  his  Congressional 
career  by  being  elected  from  the  old  Fourth  district,  and  although  tbe  district 
has  been  twice  changed,  he  has  almost  continuously  retained  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. The  fact  of  Judge  Holman  having  been  so  long  in  office  speaks  in  no 
uncertain  manner  as  to  his  personal  popularity,  and  the  satisfaction  he  has 
rendered  to  his  constituents.  During  this  long  time  he  has  served  on  some 
of  the  most  important  committees,  and  has  been  chairman  of  many  of  them. 
For  years  he  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  theory  that  the  Govern- 
ment's business  should  be  transacted  in  a  purely  business  manner,  and  that 
the  distributions  of  the  public  funds  should  be  conducted  as  carefully  as  in 
the  case  of  private  methods.  All  appropriation  bills  are  carefully  considei'ed 
by  him  and  hisniimerous  "Mr.  Speaker,  I  object"  has  gained  for  him  the  uni- 
versal appellation  of  the  "Great  Objector."  Many  consider  that  his  plentiful 
objections  are  caused  by  eccentricity  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  notoriety. 
Many,  also,  proclaim  that  oftentimes  his  objections  are  needless,  unworthy  of 
the  man,  and  that  for  personal  and  party  aims,  he  objects  to  the  spigot,  and 
oversees  the  leak  at  the  bunghole.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Judge  Holman  has 
unquestionably  saved  the  couutry  the  needless  expenditure  of  vast  sums.  His 
latest  great  objection  was  his  acrimonious  opposition  to  the  Congressional 
appropriation  of  $500,000  in  favor  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at 
Chicago.  In  this  matter  he  voted  with  the  Southern  delegates,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  almost  unanimous  support  of  his  colleagues  for  the  measure. 
During  the  war  he  was  a  Union  Democrat,  and  was  an  active  supporter  of 
President  Lincoln's  war  measures.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  char- 
acters now  in  public  life. 


DANIEL   H.    STANTON. 

There  is 'no  greater  pleasure  for  the  hand  and  pen  of  the  historian  or 
biographer  to  perform  than  iu  recording  the  life  and  achievements  of  a  man 
who  has  begun  life's  battles  under  adverse  cii'cumstances,  and  through  his 
own  unaided  efforts  has  secured  the  general  acknowledgment  of  being  an 
honest  man,  a  gentleman  and  the  possessor  of  ample  means.  Such  a  man 
is  Daniel  H.  Stanton,  a  successful  farmer  and  at  present  a  member  of  and 
President  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners.  He  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  September  13,  1812,  a  son  of  Jesse  C.  and  Eachel  (Purkey- 
pile)  Stanton,  the  former  a  native  of  Warwick  County,  Indiana,  and  the 
26 
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latter  of  Penusylvauia.  When  about  oue  year  of  age  Jesse  C.  Stanton  was 
taken  to  Kentucky  by  his  parents  and  shortly  afterward  to  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  of  which  section  they  were  among  the  pioneers.  Here  Jesse  C.  Stan- 
ton was  reared  and  became  an  old  and  honored  resident.  He  for  many  years 
held  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  one  time  was  engaged  in 
general  merchandising,  but  the  most  of  his  attention  was  given  to  the  honor- 
able and  independent  occupation  of  agriculture.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son,  Daniel  H.,  in  Starke  County,  June  20,  1887,  the  death  of  his  wife  having 
occurred  in  1854.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  common  school 
education  in  his  native  county,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  his  services  were 
needed  on  the  home  farm,  he  tiid  not  attend  as  regularly  as  could  have  been 
desired.  After  the  removal  of  his  father  to  town,  he  remained  in  the  country 
and  followed  that  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  being  paid  by 
the  month.  After  a  time  he  began  renting  a  farm,  continuing  until  his 
removal  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  in  February,  1868.  He  then  purchased  a 
small  farm  in  Washington  Township,  erected  thereon  buildings  as  his  means 
permitted,  and  in  other  ways  made  many  improvements  in  the  way  of  clearing 
and  cultivating.  He  was  a  man  of  progressive  views,  and  being  also  indus- 
trious, his  operations  were  attended  with  success,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
105  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  poli- 
tics, is  a  Democrat  of  pronounced  type,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  of 
three  years  as  County  Commissioner,  over  which  body  he  presides  as  Presi- 
dent. From  the  spring  of  1882  to  1886  he  served  as  Trustee  of  Washington 
Township,  and  in  these  capacities  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  capable  and 
trustworthy  official.  He  was  married  in  May,  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hall, 
a  native  of  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Victoria  E.,  wife  of  Stephen  D.  Tucker;  Thomas  F.,  mar- 
ried to  Bertha  Kizer;  Florence  R.,  wife  of  Walter  Gibbs;  Delia  T.,  wife  of 
Grant  Macomber;  Dora  J.,  wife  of  Jasper  Kizer;  Marvin  C.,  Iva  P.,  and 
Pleasant  S.,  still  remain  at  home  and  single. 


DAVID  BEEBE. 


The  facility  with  which  the  American  soldier  laid  down  the  implements 
of  warfare,  at  the  close  of  the  great  conflict  between  the  Northern  and  Soutli- 
ern  States,  and  adapted  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  has  been  the  won- 
der   of    all    nations,    and    scarcely    less    surprising    than    gratifying    to   the 
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American  people  themselves.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  who  donned 
the  blue  uniform  and  fought  bravely  for  the  old  flag,  serving  with  distinction 
throughout  the  Rebellion,  and  he  is  also  one  of  those  who  took  up  the  burden 
of  life  bravely  after  the  war  and  won  a  home  and  competency  for  himself  and 
family.  He  is  a  native  of  Columbus,  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  November  8,  1829,  a  son  of  Stephen  E.  and  Sarah  (Gallant)  Beebe,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Vermont  and  the  latter  in  Connecticut.  They 
were  taken  to  Ohio  by  their  parents,  when  children,  and  there  were  educated, 
grew  to  maturity  and  eventually  mari'ied.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Stephen  E.  Beebe,  with  three  of  his  sons,  Sheldon, 
Simeon  and  Seth,  served  in  tlie  War  of  1812,  lending  valuable  aid  to  their 
country  during  this  trying  time.  The  union  of  Stephen  Beebe  and  Sarah 
Gallant  was  consummated  in  Franklin  Couut}^  in  1826,  after  which  they 
removed  to  Crawford  County,  at  which  time  the  Wyandotte  Indians  held  a 
reserve  in  that  section.  When  Wyandotte  County  was  organized  Mr.  Beebe 
found  that  he  was  a  resident  of  the  same,  and  here  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  the 
fall  of  185-4  when  he  came  to  Starke  County,  locating  in  Wayne  Township 
on  the  farm  on  which  David  now  resides.  This  farm  had  been  entered  and  Mr. 
Beebe  did  not  remain  on  it  but  a  year  when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  where  lie 
died  in  1864,  his  widow  surviving  him  until  1891.  David  Beebe  was  a  small 
lad  at  the  time  of  his  parent's  residence  in  Wyandotte  County,  and  he 
remained  at  home  until  he  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  for  three  years  was  in  various 
places  of  his  native  State.  He  then  returned  home  and  there  remained  until 
the  fall  of  1852,  when  he  came  to  Starke  County  and  entei-ed  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Wayne  Township,  which  was  then  in  its  natural  state,  but  as  he  was 
unmarried  he  did  not  make  any  improvements  on  this  tract  at  that  time. 
He  secured  employment  on  farms  in  Starke  and  Pulaski  Counties,  but  made 
his  home  in  the  former,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  spring  of  1855  to  Miss  Mary  Lane,  a  native  of  Bartholomew 
County,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Calvin)  Lane.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Beebe  settled  on  his  farm  and  began  to  improve  and  establish 
a  home,  but  in  1862  dropped  his  farming  implements  to  enlist  in  Company  B, 
Eighty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  he  joined  on  the  16th  of 
July,  and  with  which  he  served  almost  three  years,  being  mustered  out  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  discharged  at  Indianapolis  in  June,  1865.  He  was  in 
active  service   almost  the  entire  time,   and  took  part  in   many  leading  bat- 
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ties,  among  which  were  Perryville,  Bull's  Gap,  Duck  River,  Franklin,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Dalton,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Marietta,  Dallas,  Raccoon  Mountain,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Savannah, 
with  Sherman  on  his  March  to  the  Sea,  and  was  at  Charlottesville,  at  which 
Johnston  surrendered.  He  marched  with  his  regiment  all  the  way  from  the 
latter  place  to  Washington,  D.  C,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  thirty-mile 
ride  on  a  railroad  in  Tennessee,  and  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review.  Besides 
the  long  list  of  battles  here  given,  he  participated  in  various  skirmishes, 
beinsr  wounded  in  one  of  these  at  Franklin,  Tennessee,  by  a  buckshot  which 
entered  his  left  side  and  pierced  his  left  lung.  He  carries  the  lead  to  this 
day  and  that  lung  is  totally  useless.  During  all  his  service,  including  the 
time  he  was  wounded,  he  was  never  in  the  hospital.  After  the  war  he 
returned  home  and  has  been  industriously  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  ever 
since.  Through  years  of  hard  work  he  has  prospered,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  now  the  owners  of  a  fine  farm  of  220  acres,  the  old  homestead  having 
been  deeded  by  liim  to  his  wife  and  children  at  the  time  he  entered  the  army. 
Mr.  Beebe  is  now  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  North  Judson,  and  the 
Starke  County  Soldiers'  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
usually  in  local  affairs  votes  for  the  man  he  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office 
irrespective  of  party.  He  and  his  wife  have  five  children :  Hector  K.,  Eugenie 
E.,  Eura  A.,  George  O.,  and  Oliver  P.  (deceased).  Mrs.  Beebe  died  March 
5,  1887,  since  which  time  the  daughters  have  had  charge  of  the  domestic 
affairs,  and  the  sons  have  done  most  of  the  farming.  Eugenie  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Asa  Flagg,  and  has  one  child. 


JONAS   DIPERT. 


This  enterprising  and  wide-awake  tiller  of  the  soil  is  a  representative 
pioneer  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  his  fine  farm  of  180  acres  speaks  for 
itself  as  to  his  thrift  and  successful  methods  in  pursuing  his  chosen  calling. 
He  is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  September  13, 
1833,  a  son  of  Jonas,  Sr.,  and  Christina  Dipert,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
immigrated  to  Marion  County,  Ohio,  in  1829,  of  which  section  they  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers.  In  the  month  of  October,  1849,  the  family  immigrated  to 
Indiana  and  settled  in  Pulaski  County,  where  the  father  was  called  from  life. 
His  widow  remained  there  for  a  few  years,  but  in   1864  moved  to  Starke 
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County,  Indiana,  where  she  passed  tbe  closing  scenes  of  her  life.  Jonas 
Dipert,  Jr.,  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  moA'ed  to  the 
Hoosier  State,  and  two  years  later  he  started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself.  He  came  to  Starke  County  and  located  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Grovertown,  in  October,  1849,  and  as  the  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad  was 
then  in  process  of  construction,  he  secured  employment  as  a  grader,  but  after 
he  had  pursued  this  occupation  for  about  one  month  the  contracting  firm 
failed  and  Mr.  Dipert  never  received  a  cent  for  his  labor.  He  was  out  of 
money  and  was  in  debt  for  his  board,  but  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
work  with  Samuel  Koontz,  Sr.,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  mouths  he  was 
in  his  employ.  June  15,  1852,  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  10, 
Oregon  Township,  for  which  he  paid  $350,  and  paid  $1  to  bind  the  contract. 
He  borrowed  the  $350  of  his  former  employer,  Mr.  Koontz,  but  as  he  was 
not  able  to  make  his  payments,  he  sold  an  eighty  acre  tract  of  land  in  order 
to  hold  the  other  eighty  acres,  and  thus  finished  his  payment.  At  this  time 
the  laud  was  covered  with  timber  and  no  improvements  had  been  made,  but 
he  was  an  earnest  and  energetic  worker  and  soon  a  considerable  portion  of 
this  land  was  cleared  by  the  sturdy  stroke  of  his  ax.  In  October,  1855,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  L.  Troutman,  a  native  of  Fulton 
County,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  J.  (Dyson)  Troutman, 
soon  after  which  Mr.  Dipert,  with  his  wife,  moved  into  a  house  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  Kooutz's  mill,  but  as  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
place  remained  there  only  three  weeks.  He  then  put  up  a  shanty  twelve  by 
fourteen  feet,  at  the  mill,  which  he  was  then  engaged  in  operating,  and  there 
they  remained  nine  months.  In  September,  1856,  they  located  on  the  eighty 
acres  where  his  house  now  stands,  where  they  put  up  a  shantj'  ten  by  twelve 
feet,  one  corner  post  of  which  was  a  white  oak,  another  a  jack  oak,  the  third 
a  post  set  in  the  ground,  and  at  the  other  corner  were  two  posts,  over  which  a 
quilt  was  hung  for  a  door.  In  this  humble  abode  he  and  his  wife  lived  for 
some  time,  during  which  he  worked  for  forty  days  on  the  old  Rumbo  ditch. 
With  the  means  thus  earned  he  procured  lumber  and  nails  and  built  a  house 
sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  containing  two  windows,  and  in  this  they  lived 
thirteen  months.  In  the  meantime  his  faithful  wife  was  not  idle,  and  through 
her  own  efforts  cleared  about  three  acres  of  ground,  which  Mr.  Dipert  seeded 
to  corn.  The  following  winter  they  moved  to  Knott's  Crossing,  where  they 
boarded  the  men  that  were  employed  to  cut  cordwood  for  the  Lake  Erie  <fe 
Western   Railroad.     Their    house    was    sixteen    bj'    eighteen    feet,    the    bed 
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extended  along  one  side  of  the  house  and  was  made  of  ash  railing,  and  the 
slats  were  split  from  hickory  poles.  This  enterprise  resulted  disastrously, 
for  the  contractor  failed  and  they  never  received  any  money  from  their  board- 
ers, but  with  undaunted  energy  they  again  returned  to  Koontz's  mill  and  once 
more  took  up  the  duties  of  farming  and  saw  milling.  While  thus  employed 
he  was  persuaded  by  Ambrose  Troutman  to  take  charge  of  the  latter's  farm 
while  he  went  to  Illinois  to  settle. an  estate  belonging  to  the  grandparents  of 
Mrs.  Dipert,  and  from  which  Mrs.  Dipert  eventually  received  a  small  amount 
of  money.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Dipert  deeded  his  wife  forty  acres  of  land  and 
after  some  time  she  purchased  another  forty.  While  on  the  Troutmau  farm 
Mr.  Dipert  put  in  forty  acres  of  wheat,  which  yielded  well,  and  after  a  time 
he  removed  to  Pulaski  County,  where  he  remained  nearly  one  year.  He  then 
decided  to  return  to  his  own  farm,  which  he  did  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and 
although  he  had  no  stock,  with  the  exception  of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  he  began  the 
work  of  clearing  and  improving  his  place.  He  had  no  wagon  or  money  to 
purchase  one  with,  and  he  accordingly  sawed  wheels  for  one  from  a  white  oak 
tree  and  made  a  vehicle  which  answered  his  purpose  until  he  was  able  to  pur- 
chase one.  He  and  his  wife  labored  hard,  were  economical,  but  were  compelled 
for  a  long  time  to  put  up  with  inconveniences  and  discouragements  of  pioneer 
life.  Deer  were  plentiful  and  manj-  a  night  they  were  lulled  to  sleep  by  the 
howling  of  wolves  until  the  country  was  more  thickly  settled.  In  time  roads 
were  established,  school  houses  and  churches  built,  and  the  darkness  of  the 
forests  gave  place  to  the  sun-light  of  well  cultivated  fields.  In  the  Spring  of 
1866  Mi\  Dipert  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  house  by  fire,  soon  after  which 
he  built  the  house  in  which  he  is  now  living,  paying  for  the  same  with  his 
insurance  money,  amounting  to  $250,  and  by  the  sale  of  a  few  head  of  cattle. 
In  after  years  he  sold  some  horses,  cattle,  and  other  stock  and  by  purchase 
and  trading  became  the  owner  of  another  forty  acres  of  land,  then  forty  more 
in  Section  17,  and  twenty  acres  in  Section  9,  which  makes  him  a  fine  farm  of 
180  acres  in  Oregon  Township,  Starke  County.  One  of  these  forties  and  the 
twenty  acres  belong  to  his  wife,  in  addition  to  that  which  she  owns  mentioned 
above.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dipert  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  he  is  a  Republican  politically,  although  he  was  reared  a  Democrat. 
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LIGHTCAP  BROS. 

This  well-known  firm,  which  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  clothing,  hats  and 
gents'  furnishing  goods  generally,  is  composed  of  Harry  and  Bert  Lightcap, 
who  are  wide-awake,  pushing  and  enterprising  young  business  men,  destined 
to  make  their  mark  in  the  commercial  world.  The  business  was  established 
in  July,  1893,  and  is  conducted  in  a  two-story  brick  building,  24x80  feet, 
which  was  erected  in  the  spring  of  1893  by  George  Lightcap,  at  a  cost  of 
about  18,500.  These  gentlemen  carry  a  stock  of  goods  valued  at  about 
$10,000,  and  do  annual  business  of  some  $15,000,  which  is  remarkable  for  the 
short  time  that  they  have  been  in  business.  Harry  Lightcap,  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  North  Judson,  Indiana,  June  24,  1871,  was 
here  reared  and  educated,  and  consequently  he  has  the  interests  of  his  natal 
place  warmly  at  heart.  His  early  life  was  passed  in  the  mercantile  establish- 
ment belonging  to  his  father,  during  which  time  he  obtained  such  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  commercial  life  that,  although  young  in  years  he  was  old  in 
experience,  and  was  eminently  fitted  to  commence  business  for  himself  at  the 
time  he  did.  He  has  resided  in  Starke  County  all  his  life,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  which  were  spent  in  Nebraska  and  California.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  politically  is  a  Republican. 
Bert  Lightcap,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  is  also  a  product  of  North 
Judson,  his  birth  occurring  there  on  the  80th  of  November,  1872.  His  early 
educational  training  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  after 
which  he  finished  his  education  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at 
Valparaiso,  which  institution  he  attended  two  terms.  From  the  time  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  store,  and  like  his  brother 
acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  mercantile  trade.  He  and  his  brother 
have  a  well  selected  and  complete  line  of  goods,  are  courteous  and  attentive  to 
their  patrons,  and  that  a  bright  future  is  before  them  can  not  be  doubted.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 
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MRS.   SARAH   T.   BOLTON. 

(DECEASED.) 

The  picturesque  type  of  women  to  which  Mrs.  Sarah  T.  Bolton  belonged 
is  fast  passing  away,  and  soon  it  will  become  merely  traditional  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  As  the  years  go  on  this  type  recedes  farther  and  farther  by 
the  advancement  of  civilization.  Sarah  Tittle  Barrett,  the  eldest  child  of 
Jonathan  B.  and  Esther  (Pendleton)  Barrett,  was  a  native  of  Newport, 
Kentucky,  born  December  18,  1811.  Her  ancestors  were  of  good  lineage, 
her  grandparents  being  distinguished  by  their  ability  and  for  their  patriotic 
services.  When  Sarah  was  a  little  girl  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Indiana 
to  reside.  Her  reminiscences,  quoted  from  her  life,  written  by  the  late  J.  W. 
Gordon,  were  to  this  effect:  "  As  there  was  no  road  for  wheels,  we  were  obliged 
to  travel  on  horseback."  They  accomplished  their  journey  in  safety,  and 
reached  their  home,  which  was  a  log  cabin  with  piincheon  floor  and  all  the 
rude  furniture  of  the  pioneer.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  first  inspiration 
of  poetical  thought  came  to  the  little  girl,  who  in  later  years  became  the 
poetess  whose  name  and  verse  are  known  to  the  world  around.  Amid  the  rude 
life  of  the  early  settler  Sarah  passed  her  youth,  sliariug  the  duties  of  the 
household.  She  had  no  educational  advantages.  She  learned  to  cook,  sew, 
knit  and  wash.  None  could  afford  to  be  idle.  But  in  that  life  she  established 
good  habits  of  mind  and  body,  and  in  it  were  laid  the  foundations  of  a  noble 
character.  When  Sarah  was  quite  a  young  woman  the  family  moved  to  Madi- 
son, where  the  children  might  be  educated.  She  was  much  behind  children 
of  her  own  age,  but  it  was  an  incentive  to  her.  She  advanced  rapidly,  and  was 
soon  among  the  foremost  in  the  school.  Hon.  Jeremiah  Sullivan  allowed  her 
the  use  of  his  library,  and  this  delighted  her.  Sarah  T.  Barrett's  first  pub- 
lished poem  appeared  in  the  Madison  "  Banner  "  when  she  was  about  fifteen. 
From  that  time  until  she  was  married  she  wrote  nearly  every  week  for  the 
newspapers  of  Madison  and  Cincinnati.  She  attracted  the  attention  of  literary 
people  by  her  productions,  and  in  this  way  became  acquainted  with  Nathaniel 
Bolton,  who  owned  a  paper  in  Madison,  and  this  led  to  their  marriage  October 
21,  1831.  They  removed  to  Indianapolis,  and  Mr.  Bolton  went  into  business 
with  his  step-father.  Judge  Smith.  They  established  the  "  Indianapolis 
Gazette,"  the  first  newspaper  ever  published  in  the  State  capital.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Bolton  settled  upon  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  the  hospital  for  the  insane 
now  stands.  They  moved  into  the  town  for  awhile,  where  a  daughter  was 
born  to  them,  and  then  went  back  to  the  farm,  where  a  son  was  born.  At  this 
date  Mr.  Bolton  planted  the  trees  that  now  line  the  land  from  the  national 
road  to  the  hospital.  So  many  people  stopped  at  their  house  that  they  finally 
decided  to  make  it  public,  and  a  sign  "  Tavern  by  Nathaniel  Bolton  "  was 
raised.  Mrs.  Bolton  attended  to  all  the  housework.  Here  parties  were  given 
at  every  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  among  those  who  were  there  were 
Kobert  Dale  Owen,  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Michael  G.  Bright,  and  others.  In  October, 
1840,  Col.  Eichard  M.  Johnson,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  visited 
there,  and  a  grand  reception  was  given.  Mrs.  Bolton  wrote  a  poetical  address 
for  the  occasion.  There  was  no  great  occasion  from  that  day  to  the  time  of 
her  death  that  Mrs.  Bolton  did  not  write  poetically  upon  the  subject.  Her 
power  of  imitation  was  very  strong,  and  it  is  said  her  poem  on  "  Poe's  Death" 
in  the  style  of  his  "  Raven  "  equalled  his  own  immortal  verses  in  rhythmic 
measure  and  poetic  thought.  In  1847  Mr.  Bolton  was  elected  State  librarian, 
and  at  that  time  the  general  supervision  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  State 
House  devolved  on  the  librarian,  and  Mrs.  Bolton  assisted  him  in  his  work. 
There  was  great  need  of  carpets  for  the  Senate  chamber  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, as  the  Legislature  would  soon  convene.  Mrs.  Bolton  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  purchased  some,  and  after  their  arrival  there  was  no  one  to  sew 
them.  Mrs.  Bolton  did  this  work.  While  thus  engaged  she  planned  and 
wrote  a  poem,  "  Paddle  Your  Own  Canoe,"  which  has  been  translated  into 
many  languages  and  sung  all  round  the  globe.     A  verse  from  it: 

"  Nothing  great  is  lightly  won, 

Nothing  won  is  lost. 
Every  good  deed  nobly  done 

Will  repay  the  cost. 
Leave  to  Heaven  in  humble  trust 

All  you  will  to  do, 
But  if  you  succeed  you  must 

Paddle  your  own  canoe." 

Mrs.  Bolton  wrote  fifteen  songs  which  were  long  popular,  and  yet  she  was 
never  enriched  one  dollar  by  them.  "  I  Can  Not  Call  Her  Mother,"  and  "A 
Reply  to  Katy  Darling  "  were  among  them.  Mrs.  Bolton  accompanied  her 
husband  to  Switzerland,  where  he  was  appointed  a  consul,  and  while  there 
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she  traveled  extensively.  Mr.  Bolton  was  taken  ill  abroad,  and  only  lived  to 
reach  home.  He  died  in  1858.  Love  of  country  was  always  an  inspiration 
with  Mrs.  Bolton,  and  no  poem  of  the  war  did  more  to  rally  the  friends  of  the 
Union  than  her  "  Union  Forever,"  written  in  March,  1861.  She  was  a  woman 
of  keen  intellectual  powers,  which  she  retained  to  the  last.  She  had  the 
eccentricities  of  genius,  and  these  were  as  interesting  in  their  way  as  her 
more  conventional  moods.  The  music  of  her  imagination  has  sung  to  many 
another  heart.  In  1880  "  The  Life  and  Poems  of  Sarah  T.  Bolton  "  was  com- 
piled by  Hon.  J.  W.  Gordon.  Some  of  her  best  poems  are  not  included — 
one  especially,  "The  Wentworths."  Some  of  her  poems  are  as  popular  and 
well  known  as  scriptural  stories,  but  often  the  name  of  the  writer  none  who 
repeat  them  could  tell.  To  the  knowledge  of  her  friends,  no  writing  of  hers 
was  ever  rejected  by  a  publisher.  Her  sympathetic  nature  found  expression 
in  lines  at  all  times.  The  songs  she  sang  will  ever  be  conspicuous  in  literary 
annals  of  the  Hoosier  State.  She  was  not  a  believer  in  any  particular  creed. 
Her  death  occurred  August  4,  1893.  Of  two  children  born  one  son,  James  P., 
only  survives  her. 


WILLIAM   KLEIHEGE. 

The  pursuits  of  life  are  as  varied  as  are  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  men, 
and  it  is  an  interesting  and  useful  study  to  observe  the  degree  of  their  assim- 
ilation. William  Kleihege,  a  popular  and  skillful  carpenter  of  Hammond, 
Indiana,  has  followed  that  calling  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  although 
his  attention  is  also  given  to  other  pursuits  at  the  present  time,  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  and  most  reliable  workmen  in  Lake  County.  He  is  a 
native  of  Prussia,  born  June  4,  1842,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Isabelle  (Borg- 
mann)  Kleihege,  both  of  whom  died  in  Germany.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
resided  in  his  native  laud  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  about  eighteen, 
when  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and  after  a  voyage 
of  forty-two  days,  landed  at  New  York  City.  From  that  place  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  from  there  to  St.  Louis,  thence  down  the  Mississippi  River  to 
New  Orleans.  From  that  place  he  crossed  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Galveston, 
Texas,  and  located  in  Austin  Countj',  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1861,  at  which  time  he  was  forced  into  the  Rebel  Army  in  Company  H, 
Eleventh  Texas  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  twenty-two  months.  He 
took  part  in  several  severe  engagements,  much  against  his  will,  and  at  the 
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first  opportunity  which  presented  itself,  he  deserted  at  Baton  Ro\ige,  Louis- 
iana, and  was  picked  up  by  Union  gunboat  No.  11.  He  was  then  transferred 
to  the  gunboat  "Lafayette,"  and  for  three  weeks  was  kept  in  jail,  and,  upon 
being  released,  had  but  forty-two  cents  iu  money.  For  three  months  there- 
after he  was  on  the  "Sally  Robinson,"  a  union  transport  boat,  and  the  fol- 
lowing spring  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  began  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  later  following  it  in  Belleville  and  Indianapolis.  In  1864  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  here  followed  his  trade  until  1871,  when  he  went  to  Lake 
County,  Indiana,  and  bought  a  farm  on  the  Calumet  Eiver,  near  Hammond, 
which  he  worked,  in  connection  with  his  trade,  for  some  time.  Iu  1872  he 
began  working  with  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
iu  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  the  carpenter's  gang  until  1893.  He  put  up 
many  of  the  most  substantial  and  imposing  buildings  of  this  company,  be- 
sides a  number  of  buildings  belonging  to  himself,  conspicuous  among  which 
is  H  fine  brick  business  block.  In  1890  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County 
Commissioner,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  for  eight  years, 
being  placed  in  these  responsible  positions  by  his  numerous  Republican 
friends.  On  May  1,  1894,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Ham- 
mond, on  the  Republican  ticket,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  As  a  business  man 
he  has  been  successful,  and  has  earned  every  dollar  he  possesses  by  hard 
labor,  economy  and  the  exercise  of  that  intelligence  which  nature  has  bestowed 
u[)on  him,  which  is  of  no  mean  order.  January  11,  1866,  he  was  married  in 
Chicago  to  Miss  Mary  Fischer,  by  whom  he  has  two  children :  William  and 
Lizzie.  The  maiden  name  of  his  present  wife  was  Magdalena  Yolk,  by  whom 
he  has  one  child:  Mary. 


MAX  C.   THIEM. 


To  be  happy,  we  strive  for  the  acquisition  of  wealth  or  position,  and  if 
one  is  possessed  of  the  first  and  has  native  ability  and  ambition,  the  second 
falls  to  him  as  his  natural  heritage.  In  the  acquirement  of  wealth,  fortune 
smiles  on  those  alone  who  are  watching  for  the  opportunity  she  offers,  and  the 
firm  of  Tapper  &  Thiem,  whose  business  is  dealing  iu  flour  and  feed  at  Ham- 
mond, Indiana,  is  one  which  has  shown  itself  to  be  composed  of  wide-awake, 
systematic  business  men.  Mr.  Thiem  was  born  in  Liegnitz,  Germany,  March 
2,  1874,  and,  although  young  in  years,  is  recognized  as  a  very  prominent  busi- 
ness man.     His  parents,  Carl  and  Pauline  (Gumprecht)   Thiem,  were  natives 
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of  Germany,  but  on  July  7,  1881,  they  came  to  the  United  States  anil  settled 
in  Hammond,  where  they  now  reside.  Max  C.  Thiem  was  but  a  small  boy 
when  brought  to  this  country,  and  he  had  but  one  year's  schooling  in  Ger- 
many. After  settling  in  Hammond,  he  attended  the  schools  there  and 
received  a  fair  English  education.  On  the  14th  of  August,  1893,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Anton  H.  Tapper  in  the  flour  and  feed  business,  and  they 
have  made  a  complete  success  of  this.  Mr.  Thiem  is  a  stirring,  pushing 
young  business  man  and  is  bound  to  make  a  success  of  life.  He  owns  some 
real  estate  in  Hammond,  which  he  has  earned  by  his  own  industry,  and  his 
future  prospects  are  bright. 


THOMAS  G.   LYTLE. 

It  is  an  undeniable  truth  that  the  life  of  any  man  is  of  great  benefit  to 
the  community  in  which  he  resides,  when  all  his  efforts  are  directed  toward 
advancing  its  interests,  and  who  lives  according  to  the  highest  principles  of 
what  he  conceives  to  be  right.  Such  a  man  is  Thomas  G.  Lytle,  ex- Mayor 
of  Valparaiso.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Lytle  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of  the 
city,  six  terms  of  two  years  each,  and  no  more  capable,  popular  and  efficient 
officer  ever  held  that  position.  For  years  his  name  has  been  a  familiar  one 
to  the  people  of  Porter  as  well  as  surrounding  counties,  and  his  genial  and 
sincere  nature,  no  less  than  the  responsible  position  he  held  so  long,  has 
tended  to  bring  about  this  result.  He  is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
born  in  Wayne  County,  and  of  German  and  Scotch  descent.  His  ancestors 
settled  in  this  country  in  Colonial  days,  and  his  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Aaron  Lytle,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  but  when  a  young  man  went  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Miss  Hannah  Jones.  At  first  he  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
but  later  in  life  he  became  a  farmer.  To  his  marriage  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  mature  years:  Richard;  Margaret,  who  died  young;  Aaron 
W.,  Thomas  G.,  Sallie  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Lytle  became  moderately  well  off 
and  lived  to  be  seventy  years  of  age.  He  came  to  Porter  County  in  1841, 
settled  on  Horse  Prairie,  but  moved  from  there  to  Valparaiso  in  185'^,  his 
death  occurring  two  miles  north  of  that  city.  He  was  a  man  of  positive  char- 
acter, and  took  a  decided  interest  in  political  affairs.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  State  Senate.  The  Whig  party  to  which  he  belonged  being 
in  a  minority  in  his  district,  he  was   defeated.      He   later   espoused   the  prin- 
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ciples  of  the  Republican  [)arty.  Socially,  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow.  Thomas  G. 
Lytle,  the  original  of  this  notice,  was  born  December  3,  1824,  and  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  day  received  his  scholastic  training.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  came  with  his  father  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  and  was  here  mar- 
ried in  1847  to  Miss  Idilla  Allen,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Alma  F.  From 
1849  to  1852  Mr.  Lytle  followed  farming,  and  then  settled  in  Valparaiso, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  the  following  year.  In  the  fall  of 
1854,  when  the  Republican  party  was  first  organized,  he  ran  for  Sheriff  and 
was  elected.  He  then  sold  out  his  drug  business  and  served  as  Sheriff  for 
four  years;  then  entered  the  dry  goods  business  in  Valparaiso  with  D.  A.  Salyer. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  organized  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  elected  Captain,  serving  in  South  Ten- 
nessee and  North  Alabama,  and  guarding  railroads  and  bridges.  In  the  fall 
of  1864  he  returned  to  Valparaiso,  and  resumed  merchandising.  In  1868  he 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Valparaiso,  and  held  that  position  until  1872.  In  1867, 
in  company  with  D.  A.  Salyer  and  his  brother,  Richard,  he  built  a  pajjer-mill 
aud  ran  it  for  about  ten  years.  In  1880  he  was  again  elected  Mayor  of  the 
city,  and  so  ably  and  satisfactorily  did  he  fill  this  position,  that  he  held  it 
until  1892,  with  the  exception  of  two  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  unaffiliated 
Odd  Fellow.  Mr.  Lytle's  first  wife  died  in  the  spring  of  1861,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1865  Mr.  Lytle  married  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Leramon)  Margeson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Margeson  moved  from  Southern  Indiana 
to  Porter  County  in  1854.  Mr.  Lytle's  last  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  living  children:  Effie  M.,  Elma  M.,  Elvan  A.  and  Arthur  W.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lytle  are  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  he  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  In  1892  Mr.  Lytle  moved  to  a  farm  of  190  acres,  and  on  this  he  has 
since  resided.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Valparaiso,  and  a  man  whose 
standard  of  honor  is  very  high.  In  1867  he  became  interested  in  a  paper 
mill,  and  in  1876  in  the  grocery  trade. 


JAMES   WHITCOMB   RILEY. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley,  the  famous  Hoosier  dialect  poet  whose  verses 
have  so  pleased  the  public  during  the  past  decade,  was  born  at  Greenfield, 
Hancock  County,  Indiana,  about  the  year  1852.  His  scholastic  training  was 
not  of  the  highest  order,  as  his  youthful  proclivity  seemed  to  be  of  the 
Bohemian  order.      His  father,    a   lawyer   of  large    practice,    induced   him  to 
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become  a  disciple  of  Blackstone,  but  bis  career  as  sucb  was  of  short  duration, 
as  he  ran  away,  aud  shortly  thereafter  was  discovered  as  an  adjunct  of  a  patent 
medicine  concert  wagon.  For  a  number  of  years  he  traveled  around  the 
country  following  various  callings,  such  as  sign  painter,  actor,  revising  and 
recasting  plays,  songs,  etc.  Of  keen  observation  he  readily  absorbed  nil 
worthy  of  being  seen,  and  hearing  all  worthy  of  being  said.  Undoubtedly, 
during  this  time,  he  acquired  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  Hoosier  people, 
their  ways  and  their  peculiar  idiom.  When  about  twenty-three  years  old,  he 
began  contributing  dialect  verses  for  the  press.  The  poet,  the  author  and 
the  artist  who  have  attained  distinction  and  won  the  plaudits  of  the  world, 
have  usually  obtained  renown  by  selecting  their  theme  from  the  common 
walks  of  life.,  Mr.  Kiley,  in  selecting  the  homely  backwoods  Hoosier  as  his 
subject,  with  his  quaint  ways  and  odd  characteristics,  and  surrounding  his 
theme  with  a  pathos  for  which  his  pen  is  noted,  has  became  a  national  char- 
acter. Some  of  his  best  known  productions  are:  "Neighborly  Poems;" 
"Sketches  in  Prose  and  Occasional  Verse;"  "Afterwhiles;"  "Pipes  o'  Pan;" 
"Rhymes  of  Childhood  Days;"  "Old  Fashioned  Eoses;"  and  "An  Old  Sweet- 
heart of  Mine."  His  production  "Little  Orphant  Annie"  has  become  almost 
world-known  as  a  beautiful  nursery  rhyme.  Mr.  Riley  is  gifted  as  a  public 
reader,  and  the  popularity  of  his  verses  has  increased  because  of  his  public 
rendition  of  them.     His  home  is  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis. 


EDWARD   M.   BURNS. 

This  worthy  citizen  is  one  of  the  prominent  officials  of  the  G.  A.  E.  of 
Valparaiso,  and  a  man  well  respected  by  all  acquainted  with  him.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  sterling  Scotch  stock,  and  his  grandfather,  Peter  Burns,  came 
from  that  country  to  this,  and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  he  reared  his 
children,  five  in  number,  John,  James,  William,  Samuel,  and  one  daughter, 
not  remembered.  Peter  Burns  was  an  engineer  in  the  works  in  Athens 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  fine  mechanic.  He  was  hard  working  and  indus- 
ti'ious  and  an  honorable,  upright  man.  His  son,  James  Burns,  father  of 
subject,  was  born  in  America,  and  was  an  officer  in  the  Eebellion,  being 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  B,  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Eegiment.  He 
was  captured  with  most  of  his  entire  command  at  Gettysburg,  aud  was  confined 
in  both  Libby  and  Andersonville  prisons,  and  afterward  in  Salisbury  prison, 
being  a  prisoner  over  twenty-two  months. 
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When  in  good  health  he  had  weighed  195  pounds,  and  when  released  from 
prison  he  tipped  the  scales  at  ninety-five  pounds.  He  made  his  escape 
from  prison  three  different  times,  once  from  Libby,  and  was  captured  by 
rebel  pickets  next  day.  His  second  escape  was  from  Andersonville,  where 
he  was  re-captured  by  means  of  blood-hounds.  The  third  attempt  was 
from  Salisbury,  and  he  would  have  escaped  here  had  he  not  been  so  weak. 
He  was  captured    by  a  patrol. 

Mr.  Burns  was  in  Buruey's  famous  division  and  in  many  battles,  the 
Twentieth  Indiana  being  in  the  same  division.  He  never  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  his  imprisonment,  and  died  in  the  Keystone  State  about  1880. 
In  his  active  days  he  was  an  engineer  and  boatman.  He  was  first  married  to 
Miss  Frances  Baker  of  Pittsburgh,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children:  Sam- 
uel, William,  Edward  M.,  Mary  E.,  and  George  W.     Mrs.  Burns  died  in  the 

fifties,  and  Mr.  Burns'  second  wife  was  Miss  Hannah .     The  last  uuiou 

resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children:  John,  Clara,  Perry,  Sarah,  Payton, 
Laura,  Cora  and  Nora  (twins).  Samuel  Burns,  the  eldest  son,  by  the  first 
wife,  was  in  the  same  Regiment  with  his  father,  and  was  shot  dead  in  battle 
at  Chancellorsville.  William  was  in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  was  wounded 
and  died  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Edward  M.,  our  subject,  was  born 
near  Chauncy,  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  received  but  little  education  until 
after  the  war.  He  was  a  strong,  rugged  boy,  and,  after  the  death  of  the 
mother  and  the  second  marriage  of  the  father,  he  was  put  out  to  live  with 
William  H.  Maxwell.  This  was  when  he  was  about  five  years  of  age.  In 
1853,  Mr.  Maxwell  moved  West,  and  settled  in  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  and 
from  there  to  Selma,  Delaware  County,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1854:.  From  there  he  went  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Jackson 
County,  but  in  1856  moved  to  Linn  County,  and  in  the  spring  of  1860  to  La 
Porte  County,  Indiana.  Here  our  subject  left  him,  for  he  had  been  a  cruel 
master  and  gave  him  no  education  whatever. 

Our  subject  went  to  work  for  a  Mr.  Wright  of  LaPorte  until  the 
war  broke  out,  and  on  the  18th  of  April,  directly  after  the  firing  of  Fort 
Sumter,  he  enlisted  in  the  first  company  that  went  from  LaPorte  Countv 
in  the  three  months'  service.  At  Indianapolis  this  was  organized  into  the 
State  Guards,  Company  G,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  under  the  same  organization,  June  14,  1861.  On 
July  11th,  he  was  with  his  company  at  Rich  Mountain,  but  the  enemy  re- 
treated, and  later  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Greenbrier,  West  Virginia.     Leav- 
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ing  West  Virginia,  he  went  with  his  command  via  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia, 
to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  thence  marched  through  Kentucky  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  and  later  fought  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  After  this  he  was 
in  the  retrograde  movement  back  to  Loiiisville,  and  was  under  fire  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Perryville  for  four  hours.  The  regiment  returned  to  Nashville,  and  on 
the  25th  of  December,  1862,  marched  out  for  Murfreesboro,  and  was  in 
the  battle  of  Stone  River.  Out  of  440  men  of  the  Regiment,  forty-four 
were  killed,  and  199  killed  and  wounded.  The  only  two  regiments  that 
held  their  position  all  day  were  the  Fifteenth  and  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  and 
the  Fifteenth  was  the  only  regiment  that  made  a  counter-charge  during  the 
battle.  Had  this  position  been  lost  the  battle  would  have  been  lost.  Mr. 
Burns  was  captured  and  held  prisoner  for  about  one-half  hour,  when  he  was 
re-captured  by  the  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry.  During  this  battle,  a  ball 
passed  through  his  blouse  on  the  side  and  another  cut  the  skin  on  the  right 
side  of  his  head,  from  the  effect  of  which  the  nerves  are  affected  to  this  daj-. 
At  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  which  was  a  two -days  fight,  the  wounded 
were  gathered  up  and  brought  into  a  field  hospital.  The  tents  not  being  suf- 
ficient, rails  were  piled  up  and  set  fire  to  keep  the  wounded  warm,  it  being  the 
31st  of  December.  A  cold,  drizzling  rain  set  in.  Mr.  Burns  was  one  of 
the  soldiers  detailed  to  assist  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  The  scene  was  heart- 
rending. Many  of  the  dying  soldiers  would  send  messages  to  loved  ones  at 
home.  A  young  Ohio  soldier,  not  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  had  been 
struck  in  the  shoulder  by  a  piece  of  shell  which  turned  in  passing  through, 
and  tore  away  the  entire  right  breast.  When  dying  he  called  Mr.  Burns  to 
him  and  said:  "  Raise  me  up."  Mr.  Burns  did  so,  and  the  boy  said,  "Raise 
me  on  my  feet."  Mr.  Burns  replied:  "  Oh,  no;  I  would  not  try,  you  can  not 
stand  on  your  feet."  He  answered,  "  Oh,  I  must;  I  want  to  see  my  mother," 
and  dropped  back  dead. 

His  brigade  was  the  first  to  enter  Chattanooga,  and  was  through  the 
entire  siege  of  Gen.  Bragg  thei'e.  On  the  re-organization  of  the  army, 
the  Fifteenth  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Sheridan's  Division.  Mr.  Burns  was 
in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  his  regiment  made  a  charge  up  the 
ridcre  to  the  right  of  Bragg's  headquarters,  charged  in  front  of  the  Washing- 
ton Battery  and  captured  the  famous  "  Lady  Buckenridge."  This  regiment 
went  into  the  charge  with  330  men,  and  in  forty-five  minutes  had  202  killed 
and  wounded,  all  the  officers  but  one  being  killed  or  wounded.  This  regiment 
had  more  than  twice  as  many  killed  as  any  other  regiment.      The  brigade  and 
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regiment  then  marched  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  thence  to  Strawberry  Plains, 
and  returned  to  Knoxville  and  Loudon,  then  Chattanooga.  At  the  latter  place, 
the  Fifteenth  was  detailed  on  special  duty  to  guard  Chattanooga,  and  remained 
until  June,  186-4,  when  it  returned  to  Indianapolis,  and  was  mustered  out  June 
30,  1864.  During  all  the  time  Mr.  Burns  was  with  his  regiment,  he  was  in 
active  service  except  about  two  weeks,  when  he  was  sick  in  the  hospital 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama.  In  July,  1864,  he  returned  to  Westville,  Indiana, 
and  attended  school  until  Febnxary  10,  1865,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  and 
enlisted  from  the  Ninth  Ward  for  one  year.  He  was  sent  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, thence  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  assigned  to  Company  B,  Fourth 
Unitetl  States  Veterans'  Volunteer  Infantry,  commonly  known  as  Hancock 
Veteran  Corps.  This  command  was  sent  to  Washington  city  and  guarded  the 
prisoners  who  were  in  tiie  conspiracy  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln. 

Mr.  Burns  was  one  of  the  guards  on  the  prison  wall  when  Payne,  Har- 
old, Atzerott  and  Mrs.  Surratt  were  executed  July  7,  1865.  The  four  were 
hung  from  the  same  scaflfold  at  the  same  time.  The  regiment  then  went  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  one-half  of  it  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Com- 
pany B  being  among  the  number.  In  October,  returned  to  Camp  Chase  and 
took  partin  the  inauguration  of  Governor  Cox.  They  remained  at  this  post 
until  discharged,  February  16,  1866,  after  which  Mr.  Burns  returned  to  West- 
\iille,  Indiana,  and  attended  school.  At  the  same  time  he  worked  in  a  factory 
until  June,  1867,  when  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and  attended  a  school 
in  Ohio  for  three  months.  Keturuing  to  Westville,  Indiana,  he  remained 
there  teaching  school  in  the  winters  of  1868  and  1869  near  Kingsbury,  LaPorte 
County,  Indiana,  and  making  a  record  as  a  successful  and  popular  teacher. 
He  continued  teaching  and  attending  school  in  Kankakee  County,  Illinois,  until 
1872  and  1873,  after  which  he  taught  ten  months  in  LaPorte  County,  Indiana. 
In  1874  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  and  embarked  in  the  sewing  machine  busi- 
ness until  1877,  and  that  year  he  taught  school  in  LaPorte  County,  five 
months.  The  next  year  he  was  in  the  sewing  machine  business  in  Valparaiso, 
and  was  afterward  engaged  in  clerking  in  that  place  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
when  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  Post  ofiice  at  Valparaiso.  He  was  also  in 
the  Fort  Wayne  Railroad  as  mail-agent,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up  this  posi- 
tion on  account  of  his  health.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  clerking  in  Valpa- 
raiso. In  1890  he  was  appointed  Township  Trustee  of  Center  Township, 
and  this  position  he  still  holds.       On    the   4th  of   December,    1884,   he   was 
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married  to  Miss  Leanora  E.  Woodruff,  daughter  of  Norman  B.  and  Mary  J. 
(Collier)  Woodruff,  and  three  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Norman 
J.,  Adelbert  D.  and  Lillian  F.  Mr.  Burns  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  was 
Adjutant  of  the  post  four  years,  senior  vice-commander,  and  is  now  Commander. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  President  of  the  Building  Committee 
and  one  of  the  chief  promoters  in  the  erection  of  the  "  G.  A.  R.  Monumental 
Hall,"  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  corporation  which  erected  this  build- 
ing. He  is  a  substantial  and  prominent  citizen,  and  is  active  in  all  good 
work. 


HENRY  SEEGRIST. 

No  matter  how  unfavorable  the  outlook  in  life,  or  how  little  encourage- 
ment  is  received,  there  are  some  who  will  succeed  in  whatever  they  under- 
take, while  others,  placed  in  the  same  position,  will  give  up  in  des[>Hir. 
Henry  Seegrist  is  one  of  those  who  has  won  the  iiniversal  respect  of  his  fel- 
lows for  the  push  and  energy  that  he  has  at  all  times  manifested,  and  it  is 
universally  acknowledged  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  officials  of  Starke 
County,  for  he  is  faithful  and  painstaking  and  at  all  times  courteous  and 
obliging,  in  fact,  a  beau  ideal  officer.  He  comes  of  a  fine  old  Colonial  Penn- 
sylvania family,  that  originally  came  to  this  country  from  Germany;  but  he, 
himself,  was  born  on  his  father's  well-conducted  farm  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
September  16,  18-49,  and  was  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents' 
removal  to  Michigan,  and  about  twelve  years  old  when  they  settled  in  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  on  a  farm  north  of  San  Pierre,  in  Railroad  Township.  Like 
the  average  farmer's  boy  of  his  day  he  received  the  usual  common  scliool 
education,  attending  the  public  schools  when  his  services  were  not  required 
on  the  farm,  and  while  still  in  early  manhood  he  began  learning  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  but  worked  at  it  but  a  short  time.  He  remained  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  the  following  spring  started  out  to 
fight  life's  battle  for  himself,  and  secured  employment  on  a  large  stock  farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  English  Lake,  holding  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  same 
for  a  number  of  years.  As  necessity  compelled  him  to  rely  solely  upon  his 
own  resources,  he  wisely  used  much  care  in  the  expenditure  of  his  means,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  engajje  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself  on  a  small 
scale  in  1877,  his  place  of  business  being  English  Lake.  By  careful  attention  to 
business  and  the  exercise  of  all  his  intellectual  faculties,  lie  prospered  finan- 
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cially,  and  on  various  occasions,  as  his  patronage  demanded,  he  added  to  his 
stock  of  goods,  until  he  had  a  most  completely  equipped  store.  He  continued 
to  pursue  this  calling  most  successfully  until  the  fall  of  1891,  when  he  sold 
out  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  County  Recorder,  an  office  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  in  the  fall  of  1890.  The  manner  in  which  he  has  filled  this 
position  has  won  for  him  the  highest  praise  from  political  friends  and  foes 
alike,  but  has  been  especially  pleasing  to  his  Democratic  constituents,  who 
have  honored  him  by  a  unanimous  renomination,  there  being  no  other  candi- 
date sufficiently  sure  of  the  nomination  to  enter  the  field.  He  has  fullv  mer- 
ited the  confidence  that  has  been  reposed  in  him,  for  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands every  detail  of  his  official  duties,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  re-elected 
by  an  increased  majority.  During  President  Cleveland's  first  administration 
Mr.  Seegrist  was  placed  in  chai-ge  of  Uncle  Sam's  interests  at  English  Lake, 
where  he  held  the  postmastership  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He  was  also 
Assessor  of  his  township  for  some  time,  and  has  at  all  times  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section.  He  is  well  known  throughout 
Starke  County  for  his  sturdy  integrity  of  character,  for  his  accuracy  and  hon- 
esty as  a  business  man,  and  for  his  efficiency  and  faithfulness  as  a  public 
servant.  In  1874  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  H.  J.  Perry,  and  their  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children:  Lillian  G.,  Ruth  E.,  Florence  C,  Perry 
E.  (deceased),  and  a  daughter  that  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 


DR.  HORACE  M,  EVANS. 

Dr.  Evans  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Valparaiso,  and  professor 
of  one  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the  Normal  School.  He  is  of 
Scotch- Welsh-German  origin,  and  his  ancestors  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  that  grand  old  mother  of  States,  Virginia,  in  Colonial  days.  Abraham 
Evans,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  pioneer  Methodist  minister  of  Indiana, 
and  was  seventy-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  At  an  early  day 
he  came  West,  to  Harrison  county,  Indiana,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  preach- 
ers (Hoosier  State),  being  known  far  and  wide.  During  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  became  blind  from  an  accident,  and  for  more  than  ten  years  was 
known  as  the  "blind  preacher."  He  married  a  Miss  Venner,  and  to  them 
were  born  nine  children,  whose  descendants  are  scattered  throughout  the 
West.      Isaac  W.  Evans,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hari'ison  Countv.. 
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Indiana,  and  received  a  collegiate  education  at  Hartsville,  Indiana.     Later  he 
became  a  teacher,  and  was  at  one  time  Principal  of  the  ward  schools  of  Lou- 
isville. Kentuckv.  having  charge  of  important  schools  in  different  places.     He 
became  Professor  of  Sciences  at  Valparaiso  City  School  in  1890,  but  resigned 
his  position  in  1891,  and   is  now  living  in  that  city,  retii-ed  from  the  active 
duties  of  life.     For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  ruling  elder  in  his  church,  the 
Presbvterian,  and  socially  he  is  a  Mason,   an  Odd-Fellow,  and  a  Knight  of 
Honor.     His  wife,  who  was  originally  Miss   Mary  McRae,  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.      Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  North  Caro- 
lina.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  were  born  five  children :  Horace  M.,  Claudius  M., 
Marv  E..  Walter  H..  who  is  now  Principal  in  the  High  School  of  Valparaiso,  and 
Guv  H.     Dr.  Horace  M.  Evans,  our  subject,  was  born  April  15, 1860,  on  a  farm 
in  Harrison  County,  Indiana,  and  his  early  education  was  received  in  the  district 
and  craded  schools  of   Elizabeth,  Harrison  County.      At  the  youthful  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  teaching  in  the  country  schools,  received  thirty-three  doUai-s 
per  month,  and  boarded   himself,  walking   daily  a  distance    of   five    miles. 
He  taught  five  years  in  Harrison  County,  and  then  four  years  in  Posey  County, 
Indiana,  being  Principal  of  the  ward  schools   at  Mt.  Vernon.      Later  he  was 
Principal  of  the  Farmersville  schools,  where  he  had  five  assistants,  and  while 
teaching  he  attended  the  Normal  School  at  Danville.  Indiana.     In  the  spring 
of  ISSo  he  came  to  Valparaiso  and  took  the  Scientific  and  Medical  course, 
t^raduating  in  1886.     The  same  year  he  became  Professor  of  Natural  Sciences 
in  the  Normal.     During  the  year  1891-'92  he  attended  the  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity Medical  School  of  Chicago,  and  was  graduated  from  the   same  April 
26.  1892.     Immediately  after  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Valparaiso, 
but  continued  his  professorship  in   the  Normal.      The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the    Countv  Medical  Association,  and  Assistant  Sm-geon   of  the  Nickle-Plate 
Eailroad.     He  is  President  of    the  Valparaiso    School    Board  and  Pension 
Examiner.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  socially  an  Odd-Fellow,  having 
filled  all  the  chairs,  and  being  Captain  of  Canton  Baum  for  three  years.      Dr. 
Evans  was  married  May  30,  1889,  to  Miss  Anna  Maud  Skinner,  daughter  of 
Hon.  D.  F.  Skinner,  who  is  President  of  the  First  National  Bank.      Two  chil- 
dren have  been  given   the  Doctor  and  wife:   DeForest  Vt'.,  and  Anna   Euth. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  active  work- 
ers in  the  same.     The  Doctor  has  been  elder  for  two  years,  was  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  School,  and  was  leader  of  the  choir  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  is  a  self-made  man.  for  he  began  a  poor  boy  and  made  his  start  in  life  by 
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teaching.  He  had  but  fifty  dollars  when  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  and  was  lib- 
erally assisted  fiuancially  by  Prof.  Brown,  who,  without  security,  loaned  him 
S300  to  complete  his  studies.  The  Doctor  has  been  unusually  successful, 
and  is  the  leading  medical  practitioner  at  the  Normal  SchooL 


HON.   TIMOTHY   E.    HOV/ARD. 

To  become  distinguished  at  the  bar  requires  not  only  capacity,  but  also 
sound  judgment  and  persevering  industry.  These  qualifications  are  combined 
in  no  gentleman  at  the  St  Joseph  County  bar  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 
Timothy  E.  Howard.  A  careful  and  accurate  adviser,  and  an  earnest  and  con- 
scientious advocate,  his  success  at  the  bar  has  been  achieved  by  the  improve- 
ment of  opportunities,  by  untiring  diligence,  and  by  close  study  and  correct 
judgment  of  men  and  motives.  Like  so  many  of  the  eminent  men  of  the  pres- 
ent day  his  early  career  was  a  humble  one,  for  he  was  reared  on  his  native  farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  he  was  bom  January  27, 1S3T, 
and  there  he  soon  came  to  know  the  meaning  of  hard  work.  BUs  parents, 
Martin  and  Julia  (Beahan  i  Howard,  were  both  natives  of  the  Isle  of  Erin,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  their  earlv  davs.  the  former  first  setting  foot  on  Ameri- 
can  soil  about  the  year  1S32.  After  a  short  stay  in  the  Green  Mountain  State 
he  came  to  Ann  Arbor.  Michifcan.  a  few  miles  from  where  he  eventually  entered 
some  Government  land,  then  in  a  very  wild  state.  There,  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  and  far  from  any  other  human  habitation,  he  erected  a  little  log  cabin, 
where  he  lived  until  his  means  [permitted  better  improvements,  and  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  The  elder  Howard  resided  on  this  farm  until 
he  paid  the  last  debt  of  nature  in  1S51.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was 
Township  Clerk,  and  had  held  other  minor  township  and  district  offices.  His 
widow  survived  him  until  March,  1892.  There  are  now  only  three  surviving 
members  of  their  family  of  seven  children:  Timothy  E.,  Michael  F.  and 
Julia  A.  Timothy  E.  Howard  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and,  although  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  he  took  upon  his  slen- 
der and  youthful  shoulders  the  management  of  the  home  farm,  and  with  the 
intelligent  counsel  and  advice  of  his  worthy  mother,  he  made  a  success  of  his 
undertakings.  His  earlv  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  rural  districts,  but  he  was  later  fortunate  enough  to  be  sent  t^  the  '•  Old 
Seminary ""  at  Ypsilanti,  and  to  the  University  of  Michigan  at   Ann  Arlx)r, 
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(M)joviiig  ill  tlio  foiiiior  institution  the  iustruotioiis  of  that  model  teacher,  Prof. 
tlosoph  Estnbrook,  niiil  in  tlie  latter  that  of  the  genial  sciiolnr,  Dr.  Erastus  O. 
Havoii.  He  taught  in  the  district  schools  near  Ann  Arbor  for  two  years. 
About  this  time  he  secured  a  chance  to  teach  and  attend  school  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  and  at  once  gladly  closed  with  the  otFer,  and 
t'rntii  tliat  imtod  institution  of  lenniing  he  graduated  in  18152.  In  February  of 
tliiit  year  he  forsook  his  alum  nuiter  in  order  to  tight  liis  country's  battles,  and 
enlisted  in  Company  I  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  tlie  fortunes  of 
which  he  followed  until  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  received  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  neck  and  left  shoulder,  and  was  sent  to  Evansville  on  a  hospital 
boat  and  placed  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  where  he  remained  about  two  months, 
rpon  recovering  he  ciinie  home  on  a  furlough,  and  being  honorably  discharged 
as  unfit  for  fmther  duty,  lu>  returned  to  teacliing  at  Notre  Dame,  graduating 
tlierefrom  that  year.  He  held  his  position  of  instructor  in  that  institution  for 
about  twenty  years  altogetlier.  In  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
County  Clerk,  and  served  four  years,  during  which  time  he  was  also  a  member 
of  the  City  Council.  While  at  Notre  Dame  he  studied  law  and  received  his 
tliploma. but  did  not  practice  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Coxinty  Clerk. 
Since  thou  he  has  been  an  active  practitioner,  and  his  knowledge  of  law  and 
his  intelligence  in  all  matters  of  public  interest  were  I'ecognized  by  his  being 
elected  to  the  otlice  of  State  Senator  in  188t),  and  by  being  honored  with  a 
re-election  in  18'.'0.  He  is  the  author  of  the  Momeuce  bill  for  the  drainaire 
of  the  Kankakee  Valley,  and  was  chairman  of  the  special  senate  committee  in 
olinrge  of  the  school  text-book  law.  He  secui'ed  the  extension  of  the  new  elec- 
tion law  to  township  and  city  elections,  and  drafted  the  new, revenue  law.  He 
also  introduced  and  pressed  to  passage  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the 
A[>pellate  Court.  He  had  charge  in  the  Senate  of  Indianapolis'  city  charter, 
also  of  the  suburban  street  railway  bill,  both  of  which  became  laws.  For  sev- 
eral years  Mr.  Howard  served  as  City  Attorney  of  South  Bend,  aiul  also  as 
County  Attorney  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Since  1880  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  Iv  In  November,  189'2,  he  was  electeil  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  took  his  seat  upon  the  bench  January-  2, 
181>8.  The  following  character  sketch  istaken  from  the  "  Evansville  Journal," 
and  was  written  while  the  present  Supreme  Judge  was  a  member  of  the  Senate 
in  1891:  "Senator  Timothy  E,  Howard,  of  St.  Joseph  Conn ty,  is  without 
ijuestion  the  most  influential  member  of  the  u|)per  house  of  the  Legislature. 
He  is  tall,  spare,  with  a  mild  and  rather  sad  mien.     His  shength  lies  in  his 
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grput  fairness  aud  liberality,  coupled  with  a  keen  discernment  of  motives 
beliiiid  actions.  He  himself  never  hesitates  to  explain  fully  his  reasons  for  any 
line  of  action,  and  when  lie  has  explained  there  is  always  a  large  following  of 
senators  who  find  that  they  may  agree  with  him  exactly.  He  is  a  Christian 
gentleman,  mild,  courteous,  patient,  unresentful,  a  fine  illustration  of  the  oft- 
disputed  fact  that  a  man  of  lofty  character  and  unyielding  principle  can  suc- 
ceed in  political  life.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  never  hesitates  to  oppose  his 
j)ftrty  (associates)  when  principle  requires  it." 


J.    M.    WANNER. 


Youth  is  the  great  stimulator,  the  feeder,  the  tonic  of  the  migjity  system 
Hiul  network  of  commercial  and  financial  enterprise.  Whilst  age  furnishes  the 
trunk  of  the  tree,  youth  is  the  verdure  that  causes  the  leaves  to  burst  forth  and 
instill  the  industrial  paths  with  new  vim  and  energy.  Among  the  wide-awake, 
systematic  business  men  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  J.  M.  Wan- 
ner, who,  though  young  in  years,  is  now  superintendent  of  the  mammoth  con- 
cern of  The  G.  H.  Hammond  Com{)any.  His  birth  occurred  July  (i,  1857, 
in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State  Ins  parents,  Peter  C.  and  Sarah 
A.  (Mayer)  Wanner,  were  also  born.  The  father  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and 
carried  on  a  large  establishment  for  many  years.  Satisfied  that  he  has  done 
his  share  of  hard  work  he  is  now  retired  fi-om  the  active  duties  of  life.  Of 
the  four  living  children  born  to  his  marriage,  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The 
latter  was  educated  in  a  private  school  in  his  native  county,  and  later  entered 
his  father's  tannery,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  getting  a  thorough 
insight  into  the  business.  In  187f5,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  came 
West  and  located  at  Goshen,  Indiana,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  uncle, 
Henry  Wanner,  in  the  hide  aud  leather  business  until  1879.  At  that  date  he 
bought  his  uncle's  interest  and  continued  the  business  alone  until  1882,  when 
he  sold  out  aud  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  he  associated  iiimself  with 
G.  A.  Budd  &  Co.  in  the  same  business,  as  traveling  buyer,  and  continued 
this  until  1891,  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  embarked  in  the  hide  broker's 
business  for  himself.  This  he  carried  on  successfully  until  June  1,  189.3,  when 
he  moved  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  lias  since  been  superintendent  of  The 
G.  H.  Hammond  Company's  immense  concern  here.  He  has  entire  super- 
vision over   the    Hammond  houses,  which  employ  about   1,200  men,  and  is 
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admirably  fitted  for  his  position.  In  the  month  of  May,  1880,  he  was  married' 
to  Miss  Dessie  Clay,  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  and  one  son,  Harry,  has  been  born, 
to  this  union.     In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wanner  is  independent. 


COL.    R.    D.    WALSH. 

A  man  who  by  strength  of  character  and  mental  powers  rises  to  promi- 
nence in  the  enterprises  in  which  he  engages,  is  a  monument  to  the  progress- 
and  industry  of  his  race.  With  the  development  and  advancement  of  any  great 
commonwealth  are  indissolubly  connected  the  names  and  careers  of  certain 
men  who,  uniting  their  efforts,  and  with  the  love  of  their  country  at  heart, 
have  sought  the  advancement  of  their  respective  callings,  and  thus  reflected 
credit  not  only  upon  themselves  but  upon  their  posterity.  Indiana  has  within 
her  borders  many  men  toward  whom  she  may  point  the  finger  of  jjride,  and 
whose  names  are  synonymous  with  her  advancement  morally,  intellectually  and 
financially.  Such  a  man  we  find  in  Col.  E.  D.  Walsh,  whose  career  is  a  re- 
markable example  of  the  success  that  comes  to  him  who  strives,  for  his  suc- 
cess in  life  has  not  been  the  result  of  chance,  but  of  his  individual  and  con- 
tiniious  effort.  Col.  Walsh  was  born  in  Peterborough  County,  Ontario,  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county.  He  received  a  common 
school  education  early  in  life  but  subsequently  was  under  a  private  teacher 
for  some  time.  His  parents,  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Ford)  Walsh,  who  came 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  in  1844,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to  Canada  in 
1825,  whither  they  returned  after  a  short  residence  in  the  States.  The  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist  and  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
his  life  in  Canada,  as  did  his  wife.  Twelve  children  Avere  the  fruits  of  this 
union,  eight  of  whom  are  li»ving.  Col.  Walsh,  the  eldest  of  the  sons  living,. 
while  a  resident  of  Canada,  followed  lumbering,  taking  his  timber  to  the 
Quebec  market.  He  made  several  trips  to  the  States  on  a  lookout  for  a 
location,  and  in  1862  brought  his  wife  over  and  located  at  Corey,  Pennsylvania. 
He  entered  on  a  contract  to  build  the  Oil  Creek  E.  R.,  completed  this  1862, 
and  then  worked  for  the  Pennsylvania  E.  R.  Co.,  helping  construct  their  road 
from  Franklin  to  Meadville.  He  was  superintendent  of  construction  and  for 
some  time  held  that  position  after  the  road's  completion.  Following  this  he 
built  the  Alleghany  Valley  E.  E.  from  Warren  to  Pittsburg.  While  engaged 
in  railroad  work,  when  the  rebels  came  into  Pennsylvania,  he  enlisted  in  the 
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war,  but  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought  and  the  rebels  driven  out, 
he  returned  to  private  life.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  organizing  the  Fenian 
Brotherhood  in  1865;  in  1866  he  went  west  and  was  engaged  as  a  contractor, 
superintendent  of  work,  and  served  in  different  capacities  on  the  Union  Pacific 
E.  E.  until  it  was  completed  in  1869.  In  1870  he  went  with  the  Central 
Pacific  for  one  year  and  then  entered  Kansas,  where  he  was  superintendent  of 
work  for  M.  K.  &  T.  E.  E.  He  was  with  this  company  for  three  years,  making 
connection  with  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  E.  E.,  and  then  went  with  the 
latter  company,  remaining  with  the  same  for  three  years.  Eeturuing  to  Penn- 
sylvania, he  built  a  coal  road  from  Larabee  to  Bunker  Hill,  and  subsequently 
entered  the  Buckeye  State  where  he  assisted  in  building  the  Sciota  Valley  E. 
E.  After  this  he  built  the  Springfield,  Jackson  &  Pomeroy.E.  E.,  then  the 
St.  Clairsville  and  Bellaire  E.  E.  and  afterwai'd  a  raili-oad  from  Youngstown 
to  Pittsburgh.  Eeturning  to  Ohio  he  built  the  valley  railroad  from  Canton  to 
Cleveland.  Next  he  went  to  Colorado  where  he  helped  build  the  Denver  & 
Eio  Grande  over  the  Marshall  Pass,  connecting  with  the  Denver,  Eio  Grande 
&  Western  at  Junction  City.  He  was  engaged  two  years  on  the  Alpine 
tunnel,  and  then  embarked  in  the  mining  business  in  Colorado,  being 
interested  in  several  diggings.  Eetiarning  to  St.  Louis,  he,  with  a  partner, 
Michael  Coffey,  built  the  Broad  Gauge  from  East  St.  Louis  to  Cairo.  Later, 
he  went  to  Nebraska  and  built  the  approaches  to  Union  E.  E.  bridge  at  Eulo. 
Here  he  moved  more  dirt  than  any  other  contractor  ever  did  in  the  same 
length  of  time,  300,000  yards  being  taken  away  in  90  days.  After  this  he 
built  20  miles  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Sante  Fe  E.  E.  from  Galesburg, 
west.  He  built  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  E.  E.  and  then  came  to  Chicago, 
Indiana,  where  he  built  the  Chicago,  Calumet  &  Terminal  E.  E.  This  con- 
tract ojjened  the  eyes  of  the  Colonel  to  the  advantages  of  East  Cliicago,  and  he 
located  there  in  1888.  He  had  the  honor  of  using  his  axe  on  the  first 
tree  cut  on  these  grounds,  and  assisted  in  laying  out  the  town,  being  the 
contractor  for  all  the  street  work.  He  put  up  ten  of  the  first  buildings  in  the 
city,  and  in  1889  the  residents  had  an  election  and  incorporated  the  town  of 
East  Chicago,  the  Colonel  being  elected  first  President  of  the  Board.  He  was 
Treasurer  of  the  city,  also  Trustee,  and  is  a  well  known  and  representative 
citizen  of  the  thriving  town.  Perhaps  no  man  is  better  known  in  the  county 
than  he,  for  by  strength  of  character  and  mental  powers,  he  has  acquired  a 
handsome  competence,  and  his  genial,  social  manner  have  won  him  many 
warm  friends.   The  Colonel  was  married  in  Ontario  to  Miss  Hanna  Curtain,  who 
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died  iu  1871.  Eight  children  were  born  to  this  union,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. While  contracting  on  the  U.  P.  R.  R.  the  Colonel  got  in  battle  with  the 
Indians  at  Rock  Creek,  Wyoming,  and  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the 
instep.     This  put  him  on  crutches  for  two  years. 


F.  W.  CLINTON. 


Mr.  Clinton  began  business  in  East  Chicago  in  1889,  erecting  a  two  story 
frame  building,  20x36  feet  for  storeroom  and  dwelling,  and  was  the  first  grocery 
store  in  the  town.  His  business  advanced  until  1893,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  have  more  room,  and  built  a  fine  brick  building.  He  carries  a  varied 
assortment  of  delicacies  of  the  season,  and  the  shelving  and  counters  are 
arranged  to  the  best  advantage,  showing  off  the  large  quantities  of  goods  in 
the  most  attractive  manner.  Our  subject  is  a  representative  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  his  birth  occuring  in  Kalamazoo  County,  May  9th,  1854.  His 
parents,  Eli  and  Catherine  (Toby)  Clinton,  were  natives  of  Ithaca  and  New 
York,  respectively.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
remained  in  the  East  and  in  Michigan  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Lake 
County,  Indiana,  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Hobart,  where  his  death  occured 
in  1892.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Clinton  was  twice  married,  five 
children  having  been  born  to  his  first  union  and  only  one  living,  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Bass.  The  second  union  to  our  subject's  brother  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children,  Frank  W.,  Stephen  D.,  George  W.  and  Emma  R.  Previous  to 
the  age  of  seventeen,  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  He  then  began  learning  the  carpenter  trade,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship.  Later  he  followed  his  trade  until  the  year  1885,  and  then 
embarked  iu  merchandising  at  Ainsworth,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  nearly 
four  years.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Ainsworth  the  first  year  he 
was  there,  and  held  the  oflSce  all  through  Cleveland's  administration,  except 
about  two  weeks  before  election,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  Democrat.  In  De- 
cember of  the  year  1889  he  came  to  East  Chicago,  and  erected  a  building  in 
which  he  began  selling  groceries.  On  the  25th  day  of  February  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  the  first  day  sales  amounted  to  |1.35,  and  simular  amounts  each 
day  for  the  first  month,  except  some  days  when  he  did  not  take  in  a  cent;  but 
after  the  first  month  his  sales  began  increasing  until  they  frequently 
amounted  to  $2,300  per  month.     The  building  erected  in  1893  is  of  brick, 
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two  stories  in  height,  24x75  feet  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  city  for  his  purpose. 
Mr.  Clinton  was  appointed  Town  Treasurer  of  East  Chicago  October  6th, 
18S9;  was  elected  Town  Trustee,  which  he  held  one  term.  In  March,  1893, 
East  Chicago  became  a  City,  and  Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  City  Treasurer,  and 
holds  that  position  at  the  present  time.  He  is  a  Notary  Public,  and  has  held 
various  other  positions.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  I.  O.  F.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Guarantee  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  and  the  Standard  Loan  and  Invest- 
ment Company,  of  which  he  has  been  local  treasurer  and  collector  nearly  five 
years.  Has  served  two  terms  as  Treasurer  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge.  He  was 
married  in  1873  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Hutton,  daughter  of  Levi  Hutton,  of 
Lake  County,  Indiana,  and  six  children  were  the  fruits  of  their  union :  George 
D.,  William  W.,  Alice  M.,  Earl  D..  Koyal  E.  and  Grace  M.  Mr.  Clinton  is 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  the  place  and.  has  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful. 


FRED.   J.    FIFE. 


The  solid  comfort  of  a  stylish,  well-fitting  suit  of  clothes  is  very  great, 
entailing  a  feeling  of  self-respect  which  can  not  very  well  be  put  into  words. 
The  customers  of  Fred  J.  Fife,  of  East  Chicago,  Indiana,  invariably  have 
such  experience,  because  he  always  gives  them  fits  admirably  adjusted  to 
their  bodies  and  in  the  very  latest  styles.  Besides  being  the  popular  dealer 
in  gents"  furnishing  goods,  etc.,  Mr.  Fife  is  Postmaster  of  East  Chicago,  and 
is  a  most  capable  and  worthy  official.  He  came  originally  from  Hastings, 
Canada,  born  December  1,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth 
(^ Walsh)  Fife,  natives  of  Canada,  also,  and  of  Scotch  and  Irish  origin  respect- 
ively. The  parents  still  make  their  home  in  their  native  country,  where  the 
father  is  actively  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  they  are  well  respected  in 
the  community  where  they  reside.  Fred  J.  Fife,  the  original  of  this  notice, 
received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Hastings  and  early  in 
life  he  became  familiar  with  the  mercantile  business  as  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  store.  Later  he  obtained  employment  in  different  cities  and  thus  gained 
a  thorough  insight  into  the  mercantile  business  before  branching  out  for  him- 
self. In  March,  1888,  he  came  to  the  States  and  located  in  East  Chicago, 
Indiana,  where  he  worked  for  his  uncle,  Redmond  Walsh,  who  was  then  con- 
tractor for  paving  the  streets  of  the  town.     He  filled  the  position  of  book- 
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keeper  and  was  also  paymaster  while  with  his  uucle.  In  December,  1888,  he 
opened  the  first  store  in  that  city  and  has  since  carried  a  nice  line  of  gents' 
furnishing  goods,  etc.,  and  has  met  with  unusual  success  in  this  calling.  Men 
of  good  judgment,  like  our  subject,  seek  to  learn  the  wishes  of  their  patrons, 
and  Mr.  Fife  flatters  himself  that  he  has  succeeded  in  an  unusual  degree  in  so 
doing.  He  was  in  this  vicinity  when  not  a  sod  had  been  turned  to  start  the 
town,  and  thus  he  is  a  pioneer  of  East  Chicago.  On  the  16th  of  February, 
1894,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  East  Chicago  under  President  Cleveland, 
and  took  charge  of  the  same  on  the  1st  of  April  of  that  year.  Mr.  Fife  served 
as  Town  Clerk  for  one  year,  being  the  first  clerk  of  the  place,  and  he  has  also 
been  a  notary  public  since  he  came  here,  and  secretary  of  the  Democratic  club 
since  its  organization.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  the  city,  and  controls  a  flourishing  business,  which  is  steadily  growing 
under  his  able,  conservative  management.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  of  East  Chicago.  Mr.  Fife  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  Guarantee  Savings  &  Loan  Association  of  Minneapolis  and  is  secre- 
tary and  treasui'er  of  the  same.  He  is  agent  for  Treat  <fc  Emery,  big  real 
estate  owners  and  dealers  of  East  Chicago. 


K.   H.   BELL. 


The  entire  life  of  this  gentleman  has  been  passed  in  ceaseless  activity, 
and  has  not  been  without  substantial  evidences  of  success.  He  is  an  excellent 
type  of  the  enterprise,  industry  and  self-reliance  so  noticeable  in  the  Indiana 
business  man  and  a  work  of  this  kind  would  not  be  complete  were  not  mention 
made  of  his  career  and  its  results.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
October  17,  1852,  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Hannah  (Weaver)  Bell,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle  and  the  latter  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  Chicago  in  1840  and  1833,  respectively,  were  married  in 
Will  County,  Illinois,  after  which  they  kept  an  hotel  in  Chicago,  until  1 865, 
when  Mr.  Bell  retired.  Later  Mr.  Bell's  time  was  fully  occupied  in  looking 
after  his  real  estate  and  other  interests,  and  while  thus  employed  was  called 
from  life,  the  death  of  his  wife  also  occurring  there.  To  them  three  sons  and 
a  daughter  were  born,  the  last  mentioned  being  dead.  Joshua,  resides  at 
Joliet,  Illinois;  Benjamin,  resides  in  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  K.  H.  The 
latter  was  reared  in  Chicago  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
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place.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  school  and  began  keeping  books  for  a 
wood  and  coal  firm  and  later  entered  the  employ  of  Field,  Leiter  &  Co.,  being 
employed  in  their  wholesale  house.  This  business  did  not  siiit  him,  however, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months  service  he  embarked  in  the  live  cattle  and 
dressed  beef  business,  in  Chicago,  with  Thompson  Bros.,  and  by  this  firm  was 
sent  to  Europe,  where  he  spent  some  time  as  their  representative.  Upon  his 
return,  somewhat  broken  down  in  health,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Willard  Sons  k  Bell  Company  of  South  Chicago,  in  which  com- 
pany he  still  retains  an  interest.  After  a  time  he  once  more  engaged  in  the 
dressed  beef  business,  although  he  had  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  iron 
business,  which  tripled  its  output  during  his  active  connection  with  the  com- 
pany, but  that  business  did  not  agree  with  him.  In  1888  he  was  asked  to  take 
charge  of  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company,  at  Hammond,  Indiana,  which  posi- 
tion he  accepted  and  held  until  June,  1893,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant 
general  manager  of  the  concern,  which  is  one  of  the  four  largest  and  oldest 
packing  houses  in  the  United  States.  These  works  employ  1,500  persons,  all 
of  whom  are  practically  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Bell.  Upon  taking 
charge  of  this  establishment  Mr.  Bell  moved  to  Hammond  and  has  since  iden- 
tified himself  with  every  interest  of  the  place,  being  accounted  one  of  its 
foremost  citizens.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Commercial  Bank  and  general 
manager  of  the  Xorthern  Indiana  Railroad.  He  was  married  March  11,  1879, 
to  Miss  Emma  Willard,  of  Chicago,  a  native  of  Boston,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children :  Emily  G.  and  Anna  W.  Mr.  Bell  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M., 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  in  his  political  proclivities  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican. 

CONRAD   BAKER. 

Conrad  Baker  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania,  February 
12.  1817.  He  was  educated  at  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  and 
afterward  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Stevens  &  Smyser,  of  that  city,  his  pre- 
ceptors being  the  late  Thaddeias  Stevens  and  Judge  Daniel  M.  Smyser.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1839,  at  Gettysburg,  and  practiced 
law  at  that  place  for  two  years.  He  emigrated  west,  and  settled  at  Evans- 
ville  in  1841.  and  resided  there  until,  having  been  elected  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, the  office  of  Governor  devolved  upon  him  by  the  election  of  Gov.  Morton 
to  the  United  States  Senate  in  January,  1867,  since  which  time  he  resided  at 
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Indianapolis.  In  1845  he  was  elected  to  represent  Vanderburg  County  in  the 
General  Assembly  and  served  one  term.  In  1852  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  district  comprising  counties  of  Warrick  and 
Vanderburg,  and  served  about  eighteen  months,  when  he  resigned.  In  1856  he 
was  nominated  for  Lieutenant-Governor  by  the  Republican  party,  without  his 
knowledge  and  without  having  sought  the  nomination,  on  the  ticket  witli 
Oliver  P.  Morton  as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  and  they  were  defeated.  In 
1861  Mr.  Baker  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  First  Cavalry,  Twenty- 
eighth  Regiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  served  as  such  for  over  thi-ee 
years.  From  August,  1861,  to  April,  1863,  he  commanded  either  his  own 
regiment  or  a  brigade  in  the  field  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Mississippi.  In 
April,  1863,  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  reached  him  by  telegrapli  at 
Helena,  Arkansas,  requiring  him  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
and  report  to  the  provost-marshal-general.  He  obeyed  the  instructions,  and, 
on  his  arrival  at  Indianapolis,  he  received  an  order  detailing  him  to  act  as 
assistant-provost-marshal-general  for  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  as  such,  to 
organize  the  provost-marshal-general's  bureau  in  Indiana.  He  performed 
the  duties  of  provost-marshal-general,  superintendent  of  volunteer  recruit- 
ing, and  chief  mustering  officer  until  August,  1864,  when,  his  term  of  mili- 
tary service  having  expired,  he  was  relieved  at  his  own  request,  and  a  few 
weeks  afterward  was  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  regiment.  The  Repub- 
lican convention,  wliich  met  in  1864,  nominated  Gov.  Morton  for  re-election, 
and  presented  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball,  who  was  in  the  field  for  the  office  of 
Lieutenant-Governor.  Gen.  Kimball  declined  the  nomination,  and  thereupon 
the  Republican  State  committee,  without  Mr.  Baker  being  a  candidate  or 
applicant  for  the  position,  unanimously  tendered  him  the  nomination  for 
Lieutenant-Governor.  In  1865  Gov.  Morton  convened  the  General  Assembly 
in  special  session,  and  immediately  after  the  delivery  of  his  message  started 
for  Europe  in  quest  of  health,  leaving  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  charge  of 
the  administration  of  the  executive  department  of  the  State.  Gov.  Morton 
was  absent  for  five  months,  during  which  time  the  duties  of  the  executive 
office  were  performed  by  Lieut.-Gov.  Baker.  In  February,  1867,  Gov.  Mor- 
ton was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  duties  of  governor 
again  devolved  upon  Gov.  Baker.  He  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the 
Republican  convention  of  1868,  for  Governor  and  was  elected  over  the  Hon. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks  by  a  majority  of  961  votes.  He  retired  from  the 
executive  chair  in  1873  and  at  once  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  becoming  a 
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member  of  the  firm  of  Baker,  Hord  &  Hendricks,  of  which  firm  he  was  a 
member  at  the  time  of  his  death.     In  the  memorial  adopted  by  his  associates 
of  the  Indiana  bar,  the  character  of  Gov.  Baker  is  discussed  in  the  followiner 
language:  "  The  death  of  Gov.  Baker  deprives  Indiana  of  one  of  its  worthiest 
and  most  eminent  citizens.     On  its  dead-roll  of  soldiers  and  civilians  there 
is  not  any  name  that  occupies  a  more  honorable  or  conspicuous  place  than  his. 
Its  history  would  be  grossly  incomplete  without  any  mention  of  his  life  and 
public  services.     His  name  is  written  in  the  records  of  its  courts  as  a  lawyer 
and  as  a  judge;  it   is  on  the  journals   of  its  Legislature;  it  may  be   found 
among  the  archives  of  its  executive  department,  and  it  has  an  important  place 
in  its  military  annals.     Wherever  it  appears  the  State  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  a  name  that  was  never  stained  by  a  single  vice  or  sullied  by  one  dishonor- 
able act;  whose  owner  always  and  everywhere  wore  upon  his  breast  the  white 
flower  of  a  blameless  life.     The  fierce  light  which  beats  upon  every  candidate 
for  political  distinction  disclosed  no  spot  upon  his  character;  slander  was  dis- 
armed by  his  piirity  and  detraction  was  stricken  dumb.     Mortuary  literature 
abounds  in  benevolent  falsification,  but  it  can  be  guilty  of  none  in  its  unstinted 
praise  of  him.     The  most  sensitive  conscience  is  not  strained  in  the  com- 
memoration of  his  virtues  or  by  the  concealment  of  any  shortcomings.     It 
would  be  impossible  to  overrate  him,  for   the  highest  eulogy  is  the  simple 
truth.     In  every  act  and  relation  of  his  long  and  xiseful  life,  the  simplicity 
and  goodness  of  his  nature  were  manifested,  as  they  were  revealed  in  every 
lineament  of  his  singularly  benignant  features.    As  a  lawyer,  he  was  conscien- 
tious, painstaking  and  industrious,  a  safe  and  judicious  counselor,  faithful  to 
to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  and  regardful  of  his  own  duties  to  the  court. 
He  had  the  implicit  confidence  of  the  courts,  because  they  knew  he  would  not 
consciously  mislead  them,  or  suffer  them  to  be  misled.     His  forensic  triumphs 
were  due  to  the  sincerity  and  earnestness,  the  skill  and  judgment  with  which 
he  advocated  and  managed   a  cause,  instead  of  tlie  arts  and  devices  of  the 
orator,  for  which  he  indulged  in  a  quiet  and  humorous  contempt.     The  bar  of 
Indiana  may  have  had  more  brilliant  members,  but  it  never  had  one  more 
justly  distinguished  for  the  depth  and  accuracy  of  Lis  professional  learn- 
ing.    His  brief  period  oi  service  on  the  bench  was  long  enough  to  demon- 
strate his  peculiar  fitness  for  the  discharge  of  judicial  functions,  and  to  afford 
an  unmistakable  earnest  of  subsequent  distinction  as  a  judge,  had  he  chosen 
to  continue  as  one.     Indiana  has  never  had  a  wiser  or  better  administration 
of  its  affairs  than  while  he  was  its  Governor.     He  gave  to  the  administration 
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of  them  a  dignity  and  elevation  of  character  which  had  its  source  in  himself. 
In  the  field  and  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  he  displayed  a  tranquil  courage 
and  a  calm  fortitude  which  never  deserted  him  under  any  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  war.  A  striking  illustration  of  these  qualities  is  afforded  liy  an  act  of  his 
while  he  was  provost-marshal-general  at  Indianapolis.  An  unruly  and  bellig- 
erent mob  of  soldiers  was  threatening  with  destruction  the  office  of  a  news- 
paper which  had  incurred  their  hostility.  He  went  among  them  alone,  and 
at  great  personal  risk,  and  stopped  the  assault  as  soon  as  it  begun.  It  was  at 
a  time  when  the  Union  sentiment  was  intense  and  proscriptive,  and  his  inter- 
ference in  behalf  of  a  newspaper  that  had  become  the  object  of  its  passionate 
fury  was  simply  heroic.  His  sense  of  justice  could  not  be  subjugated  by 
popular  clamor,  and  it  was  broad  enough  to  include  those  who  were  regarded 
by  his  associates  and  comrades  as  the  enemies  of  his  country.  The  patriotism 
which  made  him  a  soldier  actuated  him  as  a  citizen,  and  it  never  degenerated 
into  mere  partisanship.  In  his  social  and  domestic  life  the  virtues  which  marked 
his  professional  and  public  career  had  their  counterpart.  The  '  honor,  love, 
obedience  and  troops  of  friends,'  which,  according  to  the  poet,  '  should  accom- 
pany old  age,'  have  followed  him  to  the  edge  of  the  grave,  and  attest  the 
universal  and  heartfelt  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  has  left  a  fragrant 
memory,  and  the  precious  legacy  of  a  good  example,  which,  through  many 
years  that  are  yet  unborn,  will  stimulate  and  encourage  the  virtuous  efforts  of 
those  who  have  known  and  survived  him.  What  Anthony  said  of  the  dead 
Brutus  is  applicable  to  Conrad  Baker:  His  life  was  gentle;  and  the  elements 
so  mixed  in  him  that  Nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world,  '  This 
was  a  man.'  " 


HENRY   BECKMAN. 

The  calling  of  the  merchant  is  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  honorable  of  all  lines  of  industry.  Exchange  and  barter  are  two  of  the 
world's  most  important  factors,  and  without  these  the  public  would  indeed  find 
themselves  in  a  sad  plight.  Above  all  it  is  necessary  that  the  line  of  goods 
should  be  pure  and  the  merchant  reliable,  two  features  combined  in  the  mer- 
cantile career  of  Henry  Beckman,  a  prominent  grocerymau  of  Hammond, 
Indiana.  Mr.  Beckman  is  a  product  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  was 
born  January  21,  1865,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Matilda  (Weinroth)  Beckman, 
both  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1870  and  located  near  Holland,  Michigan, 
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■where  they  resided  for  about  five  years.  Matilda  Beckman  died  April  22, 
1874.  Peter  Beckman  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Bloom,  Cook  County, 
Illinois,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  thence  to  Cedar  Lake 
in  1880,  and  there  followed  the  same  occupation  until  1891,  when  he  came  to 
Hammond,  Indiana,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  learned  the  brick 
mason's  trade  in  his  native  land,  but  did  not  work  at  this  calling  after  coming 
to  the  United  States.  Of  five  children  born  to  himself  and  wife  four  are  now 
living:  Henry,  William,  Hermann,  and  Gusta;  Martha  is  deceased.  Henry 
Beckman  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  brought  to  this  country,  and  here  he 
was  brought  up  to  the  healthful  and  honorable  pursuit  of  farming,  his  edu- 
cation being  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  left  the 
shelter  of  the  parental  roof  to  "  paddle  his  own  canoe,"  and  for  some  time 
worked  at  general  labor.  Upon  locating  in  Hammond  he  secured  employ- 
ment with  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company  at  a  small  salary,  but  by  the  exer- 
cise of  strict  economy  he  saved  the  most  of  his  earnings,  and  subsequently 
had  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  with  which  to  commence  business  on  starting 
out  for  himself.  Later  he  engaged  in  railroading  and  helped  to  build  both  the 
Chicago  &  Erie  and  the  Nickel  Plate  railroads.  This  business  he  followed  in 
different  capacities  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  employ  of  J.  B.  Smith,  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  two  years.  Having  accumulated  a  few  hundred  dollars,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Frank  D.  Merrill,  and  the  spring  of  1888,  opened  a  grocery  store 
at  his  present  place  of  business.  On  June  5,  1888,  Mr.  Beckmann  purchased 
his  partner's  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the  establishment  in  a  most  sat- 
isfactory manner,  winning  a  large  and  paying  patronage  by  the  prompt  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  always  responded  to  his  patrons'  wants,  and  by  the  hon- 
orable and  upright  manner  in  which  he  has  always  conducted  his  transactions. 
He  keeps  a  full  and  fine  line  of  all  articles  pertaining  to  his  branch  of  business, 
and  he  and  his  clerks  are  at  all  times  found  to  be  coui'teous  and  accommodat- 
ing. He  is  justly  considered  one  of  the  leading  young  business  men  of  Ham- 
mond, and  has  made  all  his  possessions  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  a  fact  of 
which  not  all  can  boast.  In  connection  with  his  establishment  he  runs  a  free 
delivery  wagon,  which  has  been  found  to  be  a  source  of  great  convenience  to 
his  patrons.  He  was  married  June  22,  1890,  to  Miss  Minnie  Kroenig,  of  Gar- 
field Boulevard,  Englewood,  Illinois,  by  whom  he  has  a  son  and  daughter, 
Willie  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Beckman  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  Politically,  he  has  always  been  a  warm 
Republican. 
28 


434  PICTORIAL  AND 


C.  W.   CAMPBELL,  M.D. 

Among  professional  men,  and  especially  those  of  the  medical  profession, 
there  is  so  much  competition  in  every  large  city  that  the  man  who  rises  to  a 
position  of  special  prominence  and  distinction  through  his  own  efforts,  may 
justly  be  accredited  with  the  possession  of  more  than  average  ability.  Such 
a  man  is  Dr.  C.  W.  Campbell,  who  is  one  of  the  foremost,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  popular  physicians  of  Hammond,  who  has  acquired  in  a  compara- 
tively few  years  such  a  position  as  many  strive  for  a  life-time  to  obtain.  He 
was  born  in  Monterey,  Indiana,  October  15,  1850,  a  son  of  Francis  G.  and 
Delia  A.  (Campbell)  Campbell,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York,  respectively. 
The  Campbells  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Buckeye  State,  in  which 
State  the  fatiier  followed  the  calling  of  a  merchant,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
editor  and  publisher  of  a  newspaper.  In  1848  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  where  he  died  of  pneumonia  in  1877,  his  wife  having 
been  called  from  life  May  1,  1873.  Of  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to 
them,  five  are  living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third.  He 
was  reared  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  and  there  obtained  the  rudiments  of 
his  scholastic  education,  his  vacations  being  spent  first  in  farm  labor,  and  then 
in  assisting  his  father  in  the  store.  This  life,  however,  was  not  agreeable  to 
his  tastes,  and  he  instinctively  turned  to  the  broad  field  and  noble  calling  of  the 
physician  for  his  life  work,  and  as  a  means  of  fitting  himself  for  the  practice 
of  this  profession  he  entered  the  Medical  College  of  Indiana,  at  Indianapolis, 
from  which  he  was  later  graduated.  He  began  practicing  at  Blue  Grass,  Ful- 
ton County,  Indiana,  and  during  the  twelve  years  that  he  remained  there  he 
built  up  an  enviable  reputation  and  a  lucrative  practice.  In  1891  he  came  to 
Hammond,  Indiana,  and  has  been  unusually  successful  as  a  physician.  He 
has  brought  such  tireless  energy  and  ability  to  his  life  work  that  it  is  not  too 
much  to  expect  from  him  great  achievements  in  the  future.  Although  the 
doctor  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office  of  any  kind,  his  whole  time  and  attention  being  occupied  by  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in 
which  he  occupies  the  position  of  medical  examiner.  In  1873  Dr.  Campbell 
led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Ellen  Wallace,  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  by 
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whom  he  has  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Mar- 
garet, Ethel,  Claudius,  Fay,  Merley,  and  Dean  H.  The  doctor  and  his  family 
attend  the  Baptist  Church  and  move  in  the  highest  social  circles  of  Hammoud. 


JOSEPH   ZOUN. 


This  gentleman  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  useful  citi- 
zens of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  here  to  chronicle  the 
events  that  mark  his  life  as  one  of  prominence.  Material  wealth  must  not 
exclude  the  riches  of  character  and  ability  in  recounting  the  virtues  which 
have  been  brought  to  this  country  by  foreign  citizens,  and  in  this  connectiou 
we  will  speak  of  Joseph  Zoun  who  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Austria,  March  23, 
1858,  his  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Prussia)  Zoun,  being  also  natives  of  that 
country.  In  1866  they  came  to  America  and  shortly  after  located  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  but  became  dissatisfied  with  this  location  and  moved  to  Iowa,  but 
remained  in  that  State  only  a  short  time.  They  then  returned  to  Chicago 
where  they  made  their  home  until  1876,  at  which  time  they  removed  to  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  the  Township  of  Wayne.  Here 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zoun  spent  several  years  of  their  life,  but  in  1890  returned  to  Chi- 
cago and  there  now  reside.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  Zoun  familv 
to  this  country,  Joseph  Zoun  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  and  in  the  great  city 
of  Chicago  he  attained  to  man's  estate.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  his  parents 
were  quite  poor  he  was  unfortunately  deprived  of  educational  advantages,  and 
when  still  young  in  years  was  obliged  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  family. 
He,  however,  received  a  practical  education  in  the  great  school  of  life  and  was 
early  taught  to  rely  upon  his  own  resources.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
worked  in  a  planing-mill  in  Chicago,  and  one  year  after  the  removal  of  his 
parents  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  he  also  came  to  the  farm,  and  while  here 
acquired  a  thorough  liking  and  knowledge  of  the  work  and  decided  to  make 
it  his  life  occupation.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  through  hard 
work,  economy  and  energy  he  now  owns  103  acres  of  fine  upland,  which  is 
well  improved  and  which  makes  him  a  comfortable  home.  He  has  made  his 
own  way  in  life  and  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  surmounted  the  numerous  obstacles  that  have  strewn  his  pathway.  He 
was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Mary  Prokop,  a  native  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to 
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America  with  her  parents  when  a  child.  To  this  union  five  children  have 
been  given:  Josie,  Frank,  Celia,  John,  and  Joseph.  In  politics  Mr.  Zoun  is 
a  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  oifice. 


A.    L.   JONES. 


The  career  of  a  lawyer  is  a  succession  of  contests,  and  the  successes  made 
in  the  legal  field  are  probably  more  than  in  any  other  calling  in  life  examples 
of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest."  To  become  distinguished  at  the  bar  requires 
not  only  capacity,  but  also  sound  judgment  and  persevering  industry,  and 
these  qualifications  are  admirably  combined  in  A.  L.  Jones.  This  gentleman 
came  originally  from  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 
August  10,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  William  W.  and  Belinda  (Jones)  Jone.s, 
natives  of  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania.  The  Jones  family 
is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  the  early  members  who  came  to  this  country  settled 
in  the  Old  Dominion.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Richard  W.  A.  Jones,  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  moved  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  thence  to 
Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1852  when  ninety-one  years  of  age. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Jones,  died  in  Virginia.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  father  of  our  subject  removed  with  his  mother 
from  Virginia  to  Holmes  County,  Ohio.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  until  1847,  when  he  came  to  Porter  County, 
Indiana,  and  located  on  "Horse  Prairie,"  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
resided  until  the  spring  of  1849.  In  the  fall  of  the  previous  year  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  Porter  Circuit  Court  and  moved  to  Valparaiso  in  1849. 
His  term  of  ofiice  expired  in  November,  1855,  and  in  April,  1856,  his  death 
occurred.  The  mother  died  iu  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1893,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  and  not  a  death  has 
occurred  iu  the  family  except  the  father  and  mother.  There  are  seven  sous 
and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Hannah,  wife  of  John  Hughes  of  Kansas; 
A.  L.,  subject;  Margaret,  wife  of  William  Norris  of  Kansas;  Samiiel  H.,  of 
Kansas;  Lewis  R.,  of  Story  County,  Iowa;  Thomas  F.,  of  Iowa;  William  A., 
of  Arizona;  Giles  A.,  of  Kansas;  Elias  A.,  of  Arizona,  and  Mary,  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Loux,  of  Kansas.  The  original  of  this  notice  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Porter  County,  and  up  to  that  time  he  had 
been  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  old  county  seminary.     Later  he 
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entered  ludiaua  State  University,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1855.  Previous  to  this  he  had  read  law  for  some  time,  and  after  graduating, 
he  became  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk,  a  position  he  held  for  little  over  four  years, 
or  until  the  spring  of  1860.  In  the  meantime  he  had  read  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1857.  In  1860  he,  began  practicing  his  pro- 
fession and  in  March,  1862,  he  entered  the  army  as  a  citizen  clerk  iu  the 
quartermaster's  department,  and  served  in  the  south,  and  was  at  Winchester 
when  Milroy  was  driven  out  in  May,  1863.  Until  the  middle  of  May,  1863, 
he  was  in  the  quartermaster  department,  and  he  then  retui-ued  home  and 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  assisting  in  recruiting  the 
company.  He  became  quartermaster  of  his  regiment,  and  this  position  he 
filled  until  mustered  out  in  March,  1866.  From  July,  1864,  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  was  on  detached  duty,  and  when  the  army  was  mustered  out,  he 
was  assistant  quartermaster  on  Custer's  Staff  at  Austin,  Texas.  After  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  he  returned  home,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
which  he  has  since  been  diligently  engaged.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue,  and  this  position  he  held  until 
1870.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from  1869  to  1873. 
Mr.  Jones  has  never  sought  office,  but  has  attended  strictly  to  his  legal  afPairs, 
and  is  one  of  the  able  attorneys  of  the  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Baugh,  a 
native  of  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  they  have  two  children:  Frank  P.,  the 
present  Mayor  of  Valparaiso,  and  Miss  Grace,  a  teacher  in  the  High  Schools. 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  In  1889  he  became  connected  with  the 
Valparaiso  Law  School  as  one  of  the  instructors,  in  which  connection  he  is 
still  identified.  His  practice  is  confined  to  LaPorte,  Porter,  Lake  and  Starke 
Counties,  and  in  the  Supreme  and  Appellate  Courts  of  the  State. 


FRANK   P.   JONES. 

(MAYOIi    OP    VALPAUAISO). 

Although  the  official  work  of  this  gentleman  has  extended  over  very  few 
years,  it  has  brought  him  before  the  gaze  of  the  citizens  of  Valparaiso,  Indi- 
ana, and  in  him  his  constituents  have  found  a  man  of  ability  and  integrity, 
and  one  whose  activities  have  ever  been  employed  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity.    A  native  of  Valparaiso,  born  November  12,  1858,  he  is  verj'  careful 


438  PICTORIAL  AND 

to  guard  the  city's  interests  and  has  made  a  very  eflBcient  and  trustworthy 
official,  being  now  Mayor  of  the  place.  He  is  a  son  of  Aaron  L.  and  Jennie 
B.  (Baugli)  Jones,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  In  the 
public  schools  of  Valparaiso  our  subject  received  his  scholastic  training  and 
in  that  city  he  grew  to  mature  years.  In  1877  he  graduated  at  the  high 
school  and  he  then  began  the  study  of  law  under  his  father,  with  the  firm  of 
Jones,  Dermott  &  Jones.  Soon  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began 
practicing  his  profession  under  the  above  name  until  Mr.  Dermott  retired 
when  the  firm  became  Jones  &  Jones.  This  continued  until  1885,  or  the 
relationship  still  exists  practically.  In  the  winter  of  1886  Mr.  Jones  left  the 
citv  and  was  absent  for  a  year  or  two,  engaged  in  contracting.  Resuming  his 
profession  on  his  return  he  continued  the  same  until  elected  to  the  office  of 
Mayor  of  Valparaiso  in  1892.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  young  man  but  a  bright  future 
is  opening  before  him.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs  and  is  an 
ardent  Democrat.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  For- 
esters of  America.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  F.  Ben- 
nett, who  died  November,  1885,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter,  Kate  L.  Mr. 
Jones  is  young  yet,  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  and  much  as  he  has  already 
achieved,  his  history,  if  he  lives,  lies  largely  in  the  future. 


GEN.  ABEL   D.    STREIGHT. 

(DECEASED.) 

The  sketch  here  given  is  a  tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  a  man  whose 
brave  and  honorable  life  was  an  example  to  all,  and  although  marked  by  hard 
and  undeviating  labor,  demonstrated  sterling  qualities  that  characterized  his 
career.  For  many  years,  his  name  was  inseparably  linked  with  the  progress 
and  development  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  whose  annals  bear  testimony  to 
the  integrit}-  of  his  character  and  the  brightness  of  his  intellect.  He  was 
born  in  Wheeler,  Steuben  County,  New  York,  June  17,  1828,  and  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  passed  upon  a  farm,  where  he  had  before  him  examples 
of  industry  and  perseverance.  Like  the  average  country  boy,  he  had  the 
advantages  of  a  common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  pur- 
chased of  his  father,  his  time,  until  twenty-one,  paying  S60  per  year  for  the 
same.  Having  a  taste  for  mechanics,  he  readily  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
"ithout  instruction,  and  before  attaining  his  nineteenth  year  he  had  taken  a 
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contract  for  the  erection  of  a  large  mill,  which  he  successfully  completed.  At 
this  early  period  he  also  owned  a  large  sawmill,  acquired  by  his  own  labor, 
and  he  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  at  Wheeler,  New  York,  where 
he  remained  until  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1858.  The  following 
year  found  him  a  resident  of  Indianapolis,  where  he  became  a  publisher,  con- 
tinuing this  business  until  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion.  It  was  at  this 
crisis,  that  the  patriotism,  earnestness  and  indomitable  purpose  of  Gen. 
Streight  was  brought  into  prominent  notice  and  marked  him  as  a  man  of 
foresight,  possessing  all  the  qualities  of  a  successful  leader.  Realizing  the 
importance  of  prompt  and  energetic  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  he  published  an  exhaustive  pamphlet,  in  which  he  clearly  embodied 
the  cause  of  the  Nation's  calamity  and  indicated  the  measures  necessary  to 
insure  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  the  integrity  of  the  constitution,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He  believed  compromise  with  th« 
enemies  of  the  Government  to  be  a  mistake,  and  advocated  forcible  means,  if 
necessary,  to  compel  obedience  to  the  laws.  He  proved  conclusively  the 
fallacy  of  a  temporary  pacification  policy,  and  by  voluminous  quotations  from 
letters  written  from  the  founders  of  the  Government,  demonstrated  it  to  be  a 
Government  of  the  people  collectively,  and  not  of  the  States.  In  defense  of 
the  Union,  whose  integrity  he  so  earnestly  defended  with  his  pen,  he  entered 
the  service  on  September  4, 1881,  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  rendered  effective  service  until  March  13,  1865,  when  he  retired  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  brigadier-general,  having  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Perryville,  Stone  River,  Day's  Gap,  Crooked  Creek,  Blount's  Farm,  engage- 
ments, with  AVheeler's  Cavalry,  at  Dalton  and  Shoal  Creek,  near  Florence, 
Alabama,  in  which  he  commanded  five  brigades;  Columbia,  Franklin,  Nash- 
ville, and  again  at  Columbia,  in  which  he  forced  the  passage  of  Duck  River. 
On  May  3,  1868,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  until  February  9,  1864,  when,  with  108  of  his  fellow  prison- 
ers, he  escaped  by  a  tunnel  excavated  from  the  prison  walls  to  the  street.  In 
this  connection,  and  as  a  matter  of  history,  it  is  well  to  state  that  Gen.  Streight 
planned  the  tunnel  under  the  walls  of  the  notorious  Libby  Prison,  through 
which  he  and  his  companions  crawled  to  liberty,  notwithstanding  some  other 
writers  to  the  contrary.  No  one  can  know  the  anxiety  of  the  participants  of 
this  famous  event,  and  the  name  of  A.  D.  Streight  will  be  remembered  through 
generations  to  come,  as  the  hero  of  the  occasion.  After  an  interval  of  rest  he 
re-entered  the  sei-vice.     In  prison,  Gen.  Streight  was  like  the  shadow  of  some 
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great  rock  in  the  desert.  Men  instinctively  gathered  around  him.  He  wa& 
their  counselor,  friend  and  champion.  In  him  they  reposed  all  confidence, 
intrusting  to  him  their  money,  and  laying  before  him  their  grievances,  and 
sharing  with  him  their  every  thought.  It  was  Gen.  Streight  who  defiantly 
wrote  the  Rebel  Secretary  of  War,  compelling  an  increase  of  rations  and  more 
humane  treatment.  While  the  enemy  hated  him,  yet  they  feared  him,  and,  if 
recaptured,  his  life  would  have  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  daring  and  patriotism. 
On  returning  to  civil  life  he  resumed  the  business  of  a  publisher,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  where  his  widow 
now  resides.  In  1865  he  embarked  in  the  himber  business,  making  a  specialty 
of  walnut  and  hardwood  lumber,  to  which  was  subsequently  added  chair 
manufacturing  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  was  successful  and  prosperous  in 
business  affairs,  and  contributed  much  to  the  development  and  welfare  of  Indi- 
anapolis. He  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  politics,  and  as  a  Repub- 
lican participated  in  many  of  the  campaigns.  In  1876  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  and  as  an  evidence  of  his  popularity  and  standing  ran  more  than 
1,000  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Here  he  was  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  leader* 
of  the  party.  Among  the  measures  supported  by  him  was  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  new  State  house  building,  the  principal 
provisions  of  which  were  adopted.  In  1880  he  was  one  of  the  Republican 
candidates  for  the  nomination  of  Governor,  and  although  an  unsuccessful 
aspirant  for  gubernatorial  honors,  press  and  people  were  unanimous  in  their 
endorsement  of  his  irreproachable  honesty,  iron  will,  unusual  intelligence, 
and  thorough  patriotism.  Gen.  Streight  was  married  January  14,  1849,  to- 
Miss  Lovina  McCarty,  a  native  of  Bath  Township,  Steuben  County,  New  York, 
and  daughter  of  Mrs.  Flossie  McCarty,  a  native  of  Sussex,  New  Jersey,  who 
came  to  Seneca  County,  State  of  New  York,  and  afterward,  when  Lovina  was 
eight  years  of  age,  to  Steuben  County,  that  State.  Mrs.  Streight's  father  was- 
a  farmer.  By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Abbott,  Mr.  McCarty  became  the 
father  of  eight  children,  seven  daughters  and  one  son,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years  except  one:  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Fairfield,  who  resides  at 
Green  Hill,  Steuben  County,  New  York ;  Emeline,  widow  of  William  Rogers,, 
resides  in  Michigan ;  Reuben,  married  Miss  Emily  Briggs,  and  is  now  deceased, 
his  death  occiirring  June  30,  1890;  Lovina,  widow  of  Gen.  Streight;  Delilah, 
widow  of  William  Hughes,  resides  in  Idaho;  Mar}',  married  John  Goodsell,  in 
1854  and  died  in  1857;  Cordelia,  wife  of  John  Ingersoll,  died  July  16,  1892, 
and  Samantha  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  months.      Gen.  Streight  had 
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but  one  son,  John,  who  now  resides  in  Cincinnati.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Kosa,  daughter  of  David  Shipman,  of  Kingstown,  Indiana.  She  died  July 
20,  1892.  The  General  was  never  a  member  of  any  of  the  secret  organiza- 
tions, but  belonged  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  Gen.  A. 
D.  Thomas  Post,  G.  A.  K.,  of  Indianapolis.  Although  he  was  a  member  of  no 
church  he  was  always  liberal  and  tolerant  in  his  views,  and  when  questioned 
by  Eev.  Sharpee,  his  regimental  chaplain,  during  his  last  sickness,  said :  "  I  was 
placed  hei-e  by  a  just  God,  who,  when  my  mission  here  is  done,  will  take  care 
of  me."  Gen.  Streight  died  May  27,  1892,  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.  He  had 
never  been  well  after  his  incarceration  in  Libby  Prison,  but  had  attended  to 
his  business,  nevertheless.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  he  was  a 
great  sufferer,  having  the  grip  three  times,  the  last  time  suffering  five  weeks 
with  it.  This,  together  with  camp  diarrhoea,  and  Bright's  disease,  carried  him 
off.  He  attended  to  business  up  to  two  weeks  before  his  death.  A  month  prev- 
ious to  that  sad  event  he  called  his  wife  to  his  side,  and  told  her  that  he  desired 
that  after  his  death  his  body  be  placed  in  the  yard  of  the  home.  There  he  had  lived 
with  his  devoted  wife  since  the  fall  of  1864,  and  there  to-day  lies  all  that  is 
mortal  of  Gen.  A.  D.  Streight,  the  patriot  and  citizen,  who  needs  no  costly 
urn  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  gallant  deeds.  Every  Decoration  Day 
the  veterans  of  the  war  cover  the  tomb  of  their  dead  comrade  with  flowers. 


WALTER   LIGHTCAP. 

The  exhaustless  pages  of  history  fail  to  disclose  an  older  or  a  more  hon- 
orable calling  than  that  of  the  general  merchant,  and,  among  its  votaries  in 
North  Judsou,  none  command  a  higher  degree  of  respect  than  Walter  Light- 
cap  whose  walk  throughout  life  has  been  characterized  by  the  most  honorable 
business  methods,  by  strict  fairness  and  the  sweet  spirit  of  charity.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Melmore,  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  he  first  saw  the  light, 
November  7, 1842,  his  parents,  Levi  and  Mary  (Smith)  Lightcap,  having  been 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
with  his  parents  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  in  June,  1855,  and  settled  in 
Wayne  Township,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  where  North  Judsou 
now  stands,  at  which  time  the  country  was  very  sparsely  inhabited,  there 
being  but  two  houses  between  the  Lightcap  homestead  and  San  Pierre,  which 
was  then  but  a  straggling  hamlet.      The  early  days  of  Walter  Lightcap  were 
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charactei'ized  by  hard  work,  for  he  energetically  assisted  in  clearing  and 
improving  the  home  farm,  but  unfortunately  the  most  of  his  education  was 
obtained  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  family  from  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  then  only  during  the  winter  months  for  about  three  terms  after  coming 
to  Starke  County,  Indiana.  The  structure  in  which  he  pursued  the  paths  of 
learning  was  made  of  logs  and  was  of  the  most  primitive  description,  while 
the  pedagogues  who  presided  over  them  were  by  no  means  noted  for  their 
erudition.  When  the  alarms  of  war  resounded  throughout  the  land  Mr. 
Liglitcap  offered  his  services  to  his  country,  and  in  September,  1861,  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Kegiment,  with  which  he  served  by 
re-enlisting  until  the  war  closed.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Stone  Biver  and  Chickamauga,  besides  participating  in  various  skirmishes. 
At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  while  lying  on  the  ground,  he  was  struck  by  a 
minie  ball  which  passed  through  his  clothing,  cutting  the  flesh  across  his 
back,  and  leaving  a  large  scar.  Had  the  ball  gone  one  inch  lower  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  killed  him.  He  entered  the  service  as  a  private,  was  pro- 
moted to  corporal  and  was  later  commissioned  sergeant  of  his  company,  being 
mustered  out  as  such.  After  the  war  Mr.  Lightcap  returned  home  and  set- 
tled at  North  Judson,  which  at  that  time  was  being  rapidly  built  up,  pur- 
chased a  small  stock  of  groceries  and  opened  an  establishment  of  his  own. 
His  father  was  filling  the  office  of  Postmaster  at  that  time  and  the  office  was 
located  in  his  store.  About  two  years  later  A.  P.  Nash  bought  an  interest 
in  the  business  and  for  two  years  the  firm  was  Lightcap  &  Nash.  These 
gentlemen  were  then  succeeded  by  E.  H.  Johnson,  who  was  Postmaster  at  that 
time.  About  one  year  later,  however,  Mr.  Lightcap  and  his  father  purchased 
the  business  and  Mr.  Lightcap  was  made  Postmaster,  a  position  he  filled 
with  ability  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  Decem- 
ber, 1870,  Mr.  Lightcap  went  into  partnership  with  his  brother  George,  and 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  years  they  carried  on  a  successful  general  mercantile 
establishment.  For  one  year  following  this  Mr.  Lightcap  was  in  business  at 
Dunham,  Indiana.  In  August,  1893,  he  established  himself  in  business  at 
Nortli  Judson,  in  his  present  substantial  business  building  which  he  had 
erected,  and  carries  a  stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  $2,000.  He  aims  to  carry 
the  best  goods  in  the  market,  and  he  stands  high  as  an  exponent  of  those 
principles  which  go  to  accomplish  success  and  permanency  in  business.  He 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  citizens  of  the  county,  and  during  the  long 
term  of  years  that   he   has  been    connected  with   the   commercial  interests  of 
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North  Judson,  naught  lias  ever  been  said  to  his  discredit,  in  fact,  it  may  to 
bis  credit  be  said  that  he  has  ever  enjoyed  a  lucrative  patronage.  The  polit- 
ical affairs  of  his  section  have  ever  been  of  great  interest  to  him,  and  being 
popular  with  all  classses  he  became  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for 
the  office  of  County  Treasurer  but  could  not  overcome  the  Democratic  major- 
ity, although  he  carried  his  township,  which  always  gave  a  Democratic 
majorit}'  of  abou'l  thirty-six,  by  eighteen  votes.  Mr.  Lightcap  was  married 
in  October,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Stewart,  a  native  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Palmer)  Stewart,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  in  Virginia. 
They  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Starke  County,  in  which  they  located  in  1856. 
Thej'  removed  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1870,  where  they  were  eventually 
called  from  life,  having  lived  and  died  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lightcap  became  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Charles  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  mouths;  James 
B. ;  Freddie  O.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  five  months:  Mary  E., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  one  month,  and  John  S.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lightcap  are  leading  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of  which 
the  former  has  been  a  trustee  for  many  years  and  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath School  for  thirteen  years. 


GEORGE   LIGHTCAP. 

To  our  noble,  pushing,  hard-working  business  men  is  due  the  great  pros- 
perity, wealth  and  advancement  of  Starke  County,  Indiana.  To  their  zeal, 
energy  and  integrity  will  its  future  greatness  be  indebted,  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  and  among  those  names  prominent  in  the  promotion  of  successful 
business  enterprises  in  this  city,  none  will  stand  higher  or  occupy  the  position 
more  justly  than  does  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  resided  here 
from  his  early  boyhood.  In  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  he  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  January  27,  1844,  a  son  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Smith)  Lightcap,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  Levi  Lightcap  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  when  young,  and  was  reared  and 
married  in  that  county,  the  last  mentioned  event  being  consummated  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tiffin.  In  1849  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wood  County,  Ohio, 
and  in  June,  1855,  started  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  but  while  en  route  stopped 
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in  Booue  County  to  pay  hia  father-in-law  a  visit,  and  wasofiFered  by  the  latter 
the  farm  of  forty  acres  on  which  he  resided  if  he  would  locate  thereon.  This 
proposition  was  accepted  and  the  Iowa  trip  abandoned,  and  Mr.  Lightcap  and 
his  family  located  in  a  house  situated  about  one  mile  northeast  of  North  Jud- 
6on.  They  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  resided  on  their 
farm  until  the  opening  of  the  great  Civil  War,  when  Mr.  Lightcap  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  North  Judson,  which  place  was  then  in  its  infancy.  He 
became  one  of  the  principal  factors  in  the  establishment  and  upbuilding  of  the 
place,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  leading  and  successful  merchant  there. 
He  was  the  first  agent  for  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad  at  North  Judson,  and  held 
the  position  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  called  from  this  life  in  1870,  and 
his  widow  now  enjoys  the  comforts  of  a  splendid  home  with  her  son,  George. 
Her  father.  Christian  Smith,  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  on  a 
farm  in  Boone  County,  Indiana.  George  Lightcap  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  his  eleventh  year,  and  during  his  first  residence  in  this  section  he 
assisted  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  grubbing  the  home  farm,  but  when  the 
war  came  up  he  dropped  his  hoe  to  don  a  blue  uniform  and  shoulder  a  musket, 
and  in  1863  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  war  terminated,  being  mustered  out  at  Indianapolis  in  Octo- 
ber, 1865.  He  was  in  active  service  all  the  time,  and  while  he  did  not  take 
part  in  any  of  the  leading  engagements,  he  was  in  various  skirmishes  and  did 
valiant  service.  After  the  war  he  returned  home,  and  for  about  five  years 
thereafter  was  engaged  in  carpentering  at  North  Judson.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
he  succeeded  his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  returning  home  from  Mis- 
souri, where  be  had  been  for  about  ten  mouths,  for  that  purpose,  which 
business  had  formerly  been  conducted  by  his  father  and  brother,  Walter.  The 
firm  then  became  W.  &  G.  Lightcap,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  was  well 
known  as  such  throughout  Starke  County.  At  the  end  of  this  time  Walter 
Lightcap  retired  from  active  commercial  life,  but  George  continued  to  conduct 
the  business  until  July,  1893,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired  to  his  farm,  one- 
half  mile  north  of  town,  where  he  owns  160  acres  of  valuable  land.  Shortly 
before  moving  here  he  had  erected  one  of  the  handsomest  two-story  brick 
residences  in  the  county,  and  his  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  hospitable  ones  for  many  miles  around.  Besides  this  farm  he 
owns  225  acres  of  laud,  and  valuable  business  property  in  North  Judson.  He 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  improve  and  build  up  the  place,  and  has  erected  some 
of  the  best  houses  of  biisiness  in  the  place,  the  latest  being  a  handsome  two- 
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story  brick  business  block,  24x80  feet,  which  was  erected  in  tlie  spring  of  1893, 
and  which  is  occupied  by  his  sons.  He  has  probably  done  as  much,  if  not 
more,  for  the  town  than  any  man  in  it  to-day.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board  ever 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  place.  During  the  administration  of  Grant  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Xorth  Judson,  and  held  the  position  until  the 
first  administration  of  Cleveland,  when  he  was  replaced  by  a  Democrat.  When 
Gen.  Harrison  came  into  office  he  was  again  given  the  position.  As  a  farmer 
he  is  a  most  enterprising  and  pushing  one,  and  in  order  to  devote  his  attention 
to  this  business  he  disposed  of  his  mercantile  establishment.  He  expects  to 
engage  extensively  in  the  growing  of  small  fruits,  and  at  present  has  one  of  the 
largest  cranberry  marshes  in  this  section  of  Indiana,  from  which  he  ships 
about  2,000  bushels  annually.  His  careful  and  shrewd  business  methods, 
coupled  with  his  enterprise  and  strict  integrity,  have  been  the  stepping  stones 
to  his  success,  and  that  his  present  prosperity  is  well  deserved  can  not  be 
denied.  Miss  Khoda  E.  Herrod,  who  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  in 
1849,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Given)  Herrod,  became  his  wife  in 
1868,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Harry, 
Albert,  Ernest  and  Benjamin.  Mr.  Lightcap  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M. 
at  Xorth  Judson,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  and  ti'easurer,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  E.,  and  at  the  present  time  is  commander  of  his  post. 
He  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Republican,  the  men  and  measures  of  which  party 
he  has  supported  on  all  occasions. 


JOHN   W.    LAIN. 


This  enter[)rising  business  man  of  North  Judson  is  a  native  of  Barthol- 
omew County.  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  February  26,  1847,  a  son  of  Aaron 
and  Susan  (Cox)  Lain,  natives,  respectively,  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and 
Pennsylvania.  Of  the  pioneers  who  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  Aaron 
Lain  was  one  of  the  first,  for  he  located  in  this  section  with  his  familv  in 
December,  1854,  on  a  farm  four  miles  east  of  North  Judson,  comprising  320 
acres.  This  land  was  totally  unimproved,  and  here  he  labored  in  the  timl>er, 
marsh,  and  sand  hills,  to  establish  a  comfortable  home  for  himself  and  family, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868.  His  widow  survives  him  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  resides  with  her  children  in   North 
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Judson.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  nearly  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Starke  County,  and  very  distinctly  recalls  the  overland  trip 
from  Southern  Indiana,  the  camping  out,  etc.,  all  of  which  was  invested  with 
a  great  charm  for  him.  The  family  passed  the  winter  in  a  log  cabin  adjoin- 
ing their  homestead,  but  in  the  meantime  the  father  was  busily  engaged  in 
erecting  a  cabin  on  his  own  land.  He  and  an  elder  brother  assisted  their 
father  in  clearing  the  land,  and  he  well  remembers  his  first  experience  at  rail 
splitting,  wliich  numbered  fifty-seven  rails  the  first  day,  a  feat  of  which  he 
was  exceedingly  proud.  The  majority  of  the  farm  work  fell  upon  the  slender 
shoulders  of  the  boys,  as  the  father  was  badly  crippled  with  rheumatism,  and 
physically  unable  to  do  much  hard  work,  but  he  could  not  remain  idle,  and 
much  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  hunting,  by  which  he  supplied^  his  family 
with  meat.  Mr.  Lain  now  has  in  his  possession  the  horns  of  the  last  deer 
killed  by  his  father,  and  prizes  them  highly.  Mr.  Lain  was  early  innured  to 
hard  labor,  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  fii'st  school  established  in  Wayne 
Township,  which  was  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan.  He  attended  about 
three  months  in  the  winter,  and  a  part  of  that  time  was  devoted  to  chopping 
wood,  etc.,  going  to  school  when  not  otherwise  engaged.  Under  these  con- 
ditions he  grew  to  honorable  and  sturdy  manhood.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  1880,  and  having  become  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land,  he  at 
that  time  disposed  of  it,  and  came  to  North  Judson,  where  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad  for  two  years,  after  which  he  opened  a 
meat  market.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois,  Indiana  &  Iowa 
Railroad,  working  on  the  extension  to  Knox,  after  which  he  became  foreman 
of  a  coal  chute,  and  has  been  so  engaged  ever  since,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
employes  of  that  company  at  present.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  Wayne  Township,  is  well  known  and  highly  respected,  and  has  served  as 
Assessor  of  his  township  from  1880  to  1886.  He  was  married  January  9, 
1873,  to  Miss  A.  Nimrod,  a  native  of  Whitley  County,  Indiana,  by  whom 
he  has  six  children:  Mary  A.,  William  A.,  Oly  M.,  Eura  E.  (deceased) ;  Oliver 
B.  and  Grover.  Mr.  Lain  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  being  a 
charter  member  of  North  Judson  Lodge,  and  in  politics  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  an  active  worker  for  his  party.  He  was  left  a  widower 
January  17,  1890. 
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JAMES  F.   NOLAND,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  young  man  of  much  promise  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  the  honors  that  have  already  come  to  him  are  indeed  well  deserved, 
and  are  but  preludes  to  higher  and  more  distinguished  stations  that  await 
him.  Although  there  is  no  calling  upon  earth  that  demands  greater  self-sac- 
rifice, unselfishness  and  devotion  than  that  of  the  physician,  yet  these  most 
necessary  qualities  are  not  lacking  in  Dr.  Nolaud,  who  in  addition  possesses 
a  fine  mind,  and  is  thoroughly  well  read  in  his  noble  calling.  He  is  a  pro- 
duct of  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1862,  his  parents  being  Wesley  and  Sarah  (Korner)  Noland,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  in  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  brought  up  to  a  knowledge  of  farm  life  in 
Shelby  County,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  paid  his  father  $50  for 
his  time  until  he  attained  his  majority.  The  first  shoes  he  ever  wore  were 
purchased  with  proceeds  obtained  by  splitting  rails  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
per  day,  and  as  the  Nolands  became  residents  of  Shelby  County  when  Ohio 
was  yet  a  territory,  Wesley  Noland  had  abundant  experience  in  the  art  of 
rail  splitting,  grubbing  and  hard  work  generally.  After  securing  his  time 
the  news  that  gold  had  been  discovered  in  California  was  spread  broadcast, 
and  Mr.  Noland  was  attacked  by  a  severe  case  of  the  "fever."  He  started 
overland  with  an  ox  team  for  the  western  Eldorado,  but  crossed  the  plains 
mostly  on  foot,  and  during  this  time  had  many  exciting  experiences.  For 
several  years  he  mined  very  successfully,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  200  acres 
of  land  in  the  Sacramento  Valley,  where  the  city  of  Sacramento  now  stands. 
This  being  his  first  trip  of  any  duration  from  home,  and  being  quite  young,  he 
had  become  homesick,  sold  out  and  returned  east,  thinking  the  country  too  far 
from  civilization  to  ever  amount  to  anything.  He  then  remained  in  Ohio  a 
number  of  years,  after  which  time  he  came  to  Indiana  and  finally  located  on 
a  farm  in  Pulaski  County,  where  he  is  now  a  prosperous  and  well  known 
citizen.  His  wife  died  many  years  ago.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  his  natal  county,  and  fortunately  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  Winamac,  Logansport,  and  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School 
at  Valparaiso.     At  an  early  day  he  manifested  a  strong  liking  for  everything 
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pertaining  to  medicine,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  be  began  the 
study  of  medicine  and  chemistry,  teaching  school  during  the  winter  months 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Winamac. 
His  medical  preceptor,  Dr.  H.  E.  Pattison,  resided  in  that  place,  with  his 
office  over  the  drug  store  above  mentioned,  and  gave  Dr.  Noland  particularly 
good  opportunities  for  pursuing  his  studies  and  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  pharmacy.  He  continued  here  for  six  years,  and  having  saved  sufficient 
money  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  took  a  course  in  chemistry  in  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  graduating  in  1886,  and  the  following  year 
graduated  from  that  institution  as  an  M.  D.  Shortly  after  this  he  came  to 
North  Judson,  in  which  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  has  a  large 
general  practice  which  keeps  him  fully  employed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Railroad  Surgeons,  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  former  being  one  of  the  largest  surgical  associations  extant,  embrac- 
ing the  United  States,  Mexico  and  Canada,  the  membership  being  nearly 
2,000.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  that  body  in  Chicago  in  June, 
1888,  the  Doctor  was  a  delegate  and  assisted  in  the  drafting  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wabash  Eailway  &  Erie  Railway  Sur- 
geons' Society,  being  Physician  and  Surgeon  for  the  P.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  E.  R., 
the  W.  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  R.,  the  C.  &  E.  R.  R.,  and  the  I.  I.  &  I.  R.  R.  At 
the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  North  Judson,  the  Doctor  was  elected  Trea- 
surer and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four  successive  terms.  He  was  married 
February  28,  1883,  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Dunn,  a  native  of  Logansport,  Indiana, 
and  a  daughter  of  M.  H.  Dunn,  an  extensive  grain  merchant  of  Star  City. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  at  North 
Judson,  and  is  a  Knight  Templar  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  28,  at 
Logansport.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  a  partisan.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1888,  he  purchased  the  drug  stock  and  residence  property  of  Dr.  William 
Perry,  deceased,  and  to  each  has  since  made  many  additions  and  improve- 
ments, his  residence  being  a  handsome  and  very  conveniently  arranged  one. 


GEORGE  W,  RIGGLE,  M.D. 

The  atmosphere  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  seems  fitted  for  the  produc- 
tion of  a  cultivated  and  progressive  body  of  physicians,  the  spirit  of  the  people 
being  in  harmony  with  the  aspirations  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  pro- 
fession after  the  highest  possible  attainments  in  the  noble  science  of  healing. 
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There  is  no  place  for  the  ignorant,  the  illiterate,  or  the  charlatan,  and  if  any 
such  by  chance  comes  this  way,  they  speedily  discover  that  the  sick  —  and 
they  that  Lave  imaginary  ills,  even  —  have  been  taught  to  despise  those  who 
have  not  wisdom  and  understanding.  In  the  number  of  urbane  and  skilled 
physicians  of  this  section  Dr.  Riggle  holds  an  important  place,  and  his  patron- 
age extends  over  a  wide  territory  and  is  among  the  best  people  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  April  15,  1844,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Mary  (Myers)  Eiggle,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  latter  in  Maryland.  When  a  young  man  Peter  Eiggle  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  land  in  Coshocton  County.  He  was  married 
there,  and,  prior  to  removing  to  Hardin  County,  the  same  State,  he  improved 
a  good  farm  and  became  well-to-do.  He  died  in  Hardin  County  in  1860,  and 
his  widow  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  in  1874.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Hardin  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  he  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
He  saw  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  in  his  early  youth,  for  he  assisted  in  clear- 
ing a  woodland  farm  in  a  new  country;  but  this  exercise  in  the  pure  out-door 
air  strengthened  his  muscles  and  improved  his  constitution,  and  also  taught 
him  habits  of  industry  which  have  ever  since  remained  with  him.  Two  years 
after  the  death  of  his  father  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Miami  County, 
Indiana,  and  located  at  North  Grove,  where  the  Doctor  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1867  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Albright,  and  in  1874  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  but  only  continued  it  until  1875,  when  he  took  a  course 
of  lectures  at  the  Ft.  AVayne  Medical  College,  and  during  the  term  of  1879 
and  1880  he  graduated  from  that  institution.  After  taking  his  course  in  1875 
he  removed  to  Champaign,  Illinois,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a 
brother  in  a  drug  store,  which  was  managed  successfully  by  the  latter.  The 
Doctor  practiced  medicine  there  for  one  year,  then  removed  to  Sumner,  Indiana, 
a  town  then  "booming,"  and  erected  there  a  large  business  block  and  resi- 
dence, but  after  three  years  of  hard  work  he  abandoned  the  field  at  a  severe-> 
loss.  He  then  went  to  Pierre,  Dakota  (in  1882),  where  he  at  once  enteredl 
upon  a  lucrative  practice  and  made  a  reputation  for  himself.  In  the  vicinity 
of  that  place  he  purchased  a  large  farm  of  one  thousand  acres,  erected  a  hand- 
some residence  thereon,  stocked  it  well,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  finally 
lost  all  his  buildings  by  fire,  and  much  stock  from  contagious  maladies,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1888  returned  to  Indiana  and  located  at  Rochester.  The  follow- 
29 
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ino-  fall,  however,  he  came  to  North  Judson,  and  here  he  has  since  carried  on  a 
most  successful  practice,  far  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  He  also, 
for  a  time,  conducted  a  drug  store,  but  owing  to  the  pressing  demands  of  his 
profession,  he  has  turned  the  care  of  this  establishment  over  to  his  sous.  In 
addition  to  laying  out  the  subdivision  on  South  Main  street  of  North  Judson, 
a  portion  of  which  is  valuable  business  property,  the  Doctor  has  a  good  farm 
adjoining  the  town.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  useful  citizens  of 
the  place,  and  has  filled  the  position  of  Health  Officer  for  four  years.  In 
1868  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Harriet  L.  Dawson,  a  native  of  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  five  children:  Aaron  E.,  Marion  E.,  Maud 
E.  and  Emma  E.  (twins),  and  Peter  E.  The  eldest  son,  Aaron,  is  mar- 
ried and  studying  pharmacy;  Marion  is  studying  medicine  and  Peter  is  a 
student  of  law.  Dr.  Riggle  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he 
has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  first 
Odd-Fellows'  Lodge  in  South  Dakota,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  same. 
Politically,  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  type,  but 
his  maiden  vote  was  cast   for  Abraham  Lincoln. 


HON.  LON.    E.   BERNETHY. 

The  pursuits  of  life  are  as  varied  as  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  men,  and 
it  is  an  interesting  and  useful  study  to  observe  the  degree  of  their  assimila- 
tion. Hon.  Lon.  E.  Bernethy  is  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  as  he  is  possessed  of  original  and  practical  ideas,  with 
the  enterprise  to  push  his  ideas  to  a  successful  termination,  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful both  as  regards  reputation  and  the  prosecution  of  business.  He  is  a 
product  of  Logansport,  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  January  21,  1856,  a  son  of 
James  and  Eliza  J.  (Washburn)  Bernethy,  of  Irish  descent,  and  natives,  res- 
pectively, of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  The  father  was  called  from,  this  life  in 
1886,  but  his  widow  still  survives  him,  and  is  a  resident  of  Eochester,  Indiana. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  natal  county,  in  the  public  schools 
of  which  he  received  his  initiatory  education.  "When  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  began  the  study  of  telegraphy  with  the  C,  C.  C.  &  I.  C. 
K.  E.,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  and  lias  remained  in 
the  employ  of  that  road  ever  since,  being  promoted  at  various  times.    In  May, 
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1872,  he  came  to  North  Judsou,  and  in  1879  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
agent  at  this  place,  a  position  he  still  retains,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  he 
is  trusted  and  honored  by  the  road  officials.  The  office  over  which  he  Ijolds 
sway  gives  employment  to  sis  men,  and  transacts  a  business  of  $40,000  to 
$50,000  per  month.  Being  at  all  times  active  in  political  circles,  he  was,  in 
1878,  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  served  with  ability  in  this  capacity  for 
four  years.  In  1888  he  became  the  Democratic  nominee  for  the  Legislature 
for  the  counties  of  LaPorte,  Starke  and  Pulaski,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  1,140  votes,  his  record  as  a  legislator  being  so  admirable  in  every  way  that 
at  the  end  of  his  term  he  was  re-elected  by  a  phenomenally  increased  majority 
of  between  3,400  and  3,500  votes.  He  introduced  several  bills  in  the  house, 
one  of  which  was  to  permit  corporations  to  lay  pipe  lines  the  same  as  railroad 
companies,  which  bill  became  a  law.  AVhile  a  legislator  he  also  had  tiie 
opportunity  and  pleasure  of  supporting  the  fee  and  salary  law,  and  the  school- 
book  law,  and  the  Australian  system  of  balloting;  in  fact,  he  was  keenly  alive 
to  everything  tending  to  benefit  the  State,  and  was  by  no  means  backward  in 
supporting  and  pushing  the  interests  of  the  counties  which  he  represented. 
Mr.  Bernethy  is  a  member  of  the  honorable  order  of  Masons,  North  Judsou 
Lodge  No.  438,  North  Judson  Chapter  No.  108,  the  St.  Johns  Commaudery 
at  Logansport,  No.  24,  and  has  served  as  Master  of  his  lodge  at  North  Judson 
three  different  terms.  He  is  also  a  member  of  tiie  K.  of  P.,  North  Judson 
Lodee  No.  276,  and  has  been  Chancellor  Commander  two  terms.  He  was 
married  January  8,  18'iQ,  to  Miss  Callie  J.  Murphy,  a  native  of  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Street)  Murphy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernethy  have  a  child  by  adoption,  Ruth,  a  bright  little  girl  of 
five  years,  who  has  found  an  excellent  home  in  the  Bernethy  household. 


V/ILLIA.M   PAYN. 


Among  the  highly  honored  old  residents  of  Railroad  Township,  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  may  be  mentioned  William  Payn,  whose  walk  through  life 
has  been  characterized  by  the  most  honorable  business  methods.  He  is  of 
the  stuff  of  which  good  citizens  are  made,  is  law  abiding,  public  spirited  and 
charitable,  and  that  he  has  proven  a  useful  addition  to  the  section  in  which  he 
lives,  is  attested  by  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  its  inhabitants. 
He  is  a  product  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  the  •21st  of 
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December,  1831,  a  sou  of  David  and  Sarah  (McClain)  Payn,  who  came  from 
Hardin  County  of  the  Old  Dominion.  They  settled  in  Ohio  during  pioneer 
days,  being  taken  to  that  State  by  their  parents,  and  in  Licking  County 
David  Payn  was  reared,  educated  and  married,  and  also  tilled  the  soil  suc- 
cessfully for  many  years.  In  1852  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Union 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  eventually  passed  from  this  life.  William  Payn,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Licking  County,  and  like  the 
majorityof  youths  of  his  day  he  received  a  common  school  education.  When 
his  parents  removed  to  Union  County,  he  accompanied  them,  at  which  time  he 
was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  there  he  began  tilling  the  soil  for 
himself.  In  June,  1862,  with  a  view  to  bettering  his  financial  condition,  he 
came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  with  his  family  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Rail- 
road Township,  where  his  home  has  ever  since  been,  and  where  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In  January,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  One  hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Regiment,  with  which  lie 
served  until  the  war  closed,  being  mustered  out  at  Harper's  Ferry  in  August, 
1865.  He  was  all  through  Maryland  and  Virginia  doing  guard  duty,  but  was 
not  a  participant  in  any  engagement  of  importance.  On  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1853,  Mr.  Payn  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.Wynegar,  a  native  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  to  their  union  a  good  old-fashioned  family  of  thirteen 
children  were  born:  Florence  (deceased) ;  Alexander,  Sarah  J.,  William  E., 
Joseph  H.,  John,  Ella,  Gilbert,  Samuel  and  Catherine  (twins);  Blanche, 
Elizabeth,  and  Sherman  (deceased).  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called 
to  that  "  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns  "  in  June,  1885.  Mr.  Payn  has 
always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a  man  of  much  discernment  and 
sound  judgment. 

THOMAS  J.  AGNEW,  M.D. 

Health  is  tlie  most  precious  gift  of  nature,  and  how  to  retain  it  and  how  to 
regain  it  when  lost,  are  matters  of  vital  moment.  Some  obtain  health  in 
travel,  others  in  physical  recreation,  and  both  are  beneficial  but  they  do  not 
always  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  Medical  science  must  be  resorted  to,  and 
a  good  physician  employed.  Starke  County,  Indiana,  is  especially  favored  in 
this  respect,  for  she  numbers  many  excellent  physicians  among  her  profes- 
sional men.  Prominent  among  those  who  have  won  golden  laurels  in  this 
respect  stands  the  name  of  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Agnew.     He  is  a  product  of  the 
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State,  born  in  Pulaski  County,  August  26,  1858,  and  although  young  in  years 
has  a  knowledge  of  medicine  that  many  older  men  might  envy.  His  parents, 
Joseph  B.  and  Louisa  (Boldry)  Aguew,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York 
State,  respectively,  and  the  Agnevvs  were  among  the  early  settlers, of  Pulaski 
County,  Indiana.  Joseph  B.  Agnew  is  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  some  of  its  leading  battles,  and  during  the  conflict  with 
that  country  lost  one  of  his  legs.  He  has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  Pulaski 
County  for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  fill  the  office  of  County 
Clerk  and  Recorder,  and  in  later  years  was  County  Treasurer  two  terms.  He 
has  retired  from  active  -  business  life,  and  is  now  making  his  home  in 
Winamac.  Dr.  Thomas  J.  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  county  in  which  he 
was  born,  and  until  eighteen  years  of  age  he  resided  on  a  farm.  He  then 
removed  to  Arkansas,  and  for  ionr  years  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, then  returned  to  Pulaski  County  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
the  Doctors  Thompson  as  his  preceptors,  and  in  1885  was  fitted  to  enter  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  February,  1887. 
The  following  month  he  came  to  San  Pierre  and  entered  upon  a  general  prac- 
tice, which  has  increased  in  magnitude,  until  it  now  occupies  his  attention 
almost  day  and  night,  and  is  among  the  very  best  people  of  the  county.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Pension  Board  of  Examiners  for  Starke  County,  and 
received  his  appointment  in  August,  1893,  and  is  also  a  surgeon  for  the  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  &  Iowa  Railroad,  a  position  he  has  very  acceptably  filled  for 
three  years.  While  he  has  always  carried  a  most  successful  practice  since 
coming  here,  he  also  owned  and  operated  a  drug  store  successfully  from  1889 
until  January,  1893,  when  he  sold  his  stock  of  goods  to  Isaac  Clark,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  his  pi'actice  alone.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Democrat.  The 
Doctor  was  married  in  1887  at  Winamac  to  Miss  Anna  Collins,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  daughter  of  Stacy  and  Rebecca  (Brown)  Collins. 


JACOB   SCHLOER. 

The  old  maxim  that  "a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country,"  which  has  come  to  be  applied  not  only  to  prophets,  but  men  in 
nearly  every  profession,  trade  and  walk  in  life,  is  most  completely  contro- 
verted in  every  community  in  the  country  by  the  manifestation  of  high  esteem 
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ou  the  part  of  the  people  for  able,  honorable  and  public  spirited  citizens. 
Jacob  Schloer  is  a  native  of  that  country  whose  citizens  are  noted  for  their 
industry,  frugality  and  honesty,  Germany,  and  thfoughout  liis  career  he  has 
shown  that  he  is  possessed  of  those  characteristics  in  an  eminent  degree.  He 
is  a  native  of  Kleinimderfeld  by  Wurzburg.  Germany,  born  June  7,  1853,  and 
his  early  training  was  received  in  the  manual  schools  of  his  native  land.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Kohl)  Schloer,  were  also  natives  of  Germany, 
and  the  former  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  a  calling  which  he  followed  with 
good  success  in  connection  with  tilling  the  soil.  He  died  in  Germany  iu 
1871  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  j-ears,  and  in  that  country  his  widow  still  re- 
sides. To  them  a  family  of  six  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Anna,  a  resident  of  Germany ;  Jacob ;  Kuniguuda.  who  died  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana;  Mary,  who  is  the  proprietress  of  an  hotel  at  Wurzburg,  Germany; 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  and  John,  also  a  resident  of  that  city.  Jacob 
Schloer  began  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade  at  an  early  age,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  father,  and  followed  that  occupation  exclusively  until  his  removal 
to  America  about  the  time  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year,  at  which  time 
he  decided  to  try  his  luck  in  the  new  world.  He  and  a  sister,  who  is  now 
dead,  embarked  for  this  country  in  1S73,  landed  at  New'Tork  City,  thence  to 
Buffalo  in  1873,  where  Mr.  Schloer  remained  for  two  years  working  at  his 
trade.  He  was  possessed  of  but  little  means  upon  his  arrival  here,  and  as  he 
also  had  to  support  his  sister  he,  for  some  time,  found  it  a  very  hard  thing  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  From  Buffalo  he  removed  to  Blue  Island,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  opened  a  job  shoe  repairing  shop,  and  in  1879  came  to  Lake 
County,  Indiana,  and  three  years  later  to  the  town  of  Hammond,  where  his 
successful  business  ventures  have  placed  him  in  an  independent  financial 
position.  He  now  has  a  well  appointed  establishment  and  as  he  deals  in  the 
most  substantially  made  and  shapelj^  boots  and  shoes,  his  house  is  liberally 
patronized  by  the  best  people  of  the  town  and  country,  and  he  is  now  estab- 
lished ou  a  sound  financial  basis.  lie  has  helped  materially  in  incorporating 
Hammond  as  a  city,  and  in  ISSo  he  was  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Second 
ward  to  represent  them  iu  the  city  legislature.  After  a  two  year's  service  he 
was  again  chosen  to  that  position,  but  declined  the  renomiuation  owing  to 
pressing  business  matters.  However,  he  accepted  the  nomination  at  the  last 
city  election  at  the  solicitation  of  his  many  friends  and  was  elected  by  a  hand- 
some majority.  When  the  Greenwood  Cemetery  Company  was  organized  a 
short  time  ago,  he  was  elected  President,  which  position  he   holds  with  credit 
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to  himself  and  honor  to  the  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters  of  America,  of  which  he  is  Recording  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, and  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He 
was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Matilda  Kunz,  a  native  of  Germany,  by  whom  he 
has  seven  children:  Frank,  John,  William,  Matilda,  Liss'a,  Frances  and  James 
Patrick.  Mr.  Schloer  is  energetic  and  enterprising,  not  only  as  a  business 
man,  but  as  a  city  official,  and  in  politics  has  always  been  a   stanch  Democrat. 


H.  G.  MERZ,  M.D. 


Among  the  many  prominent  men  of  Hammond,  none  enjoys  a  more 
enviable  reputation  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  at  Castor- 
ville,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas,  December  5,  1869.  The  Eev.  Henry  Merz 
and  Anna  (Germann)  Merz,  his  parents,  were  natives  of  Switzerland.  The 
father  was  sent  to  this  country  as  a  missionary  of  the  Liitherau  faith,  arriving 
soon  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War,  and  took  charge  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Castorville,  where  he  remained  five  years  and  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born.  He  then  removed  to  Fredericksbui'g,  Texas,  remaining  a 
few  years  when  he  was  called  to  Kuthersville,  Texas,  to  take  charge  of  the 
High  School.  After  serving  there  four  years  he  moved  to  Austin,  Texas,  where 
all  his  time  and  energy  was  employed  in  missionary  work,  and  in  organizing 
and  building  up  churches.  There  he  remained  five  years,  and  in  1886  removed 
to  Chicago,  where  he  was  intimately  concerned  in  missionary  work  until  Novem- 
ber 8, 1893,  when  he  was  called  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  take  charge  of  the  Sul- 
phur Springs  Orphanage,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  He  was  the  father 
of  three  children,  all  of  whom  arrived  at  maturity:  H.  G.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Lydia  and  Anna,  his  two  sisters.  H.  G.  Merz  was  born  in  a  little 
log  cabin,  and  the  advantages  for  educational  and  social  advancement  in  Texas 
at  that  early  day  were  very  limited.  His  early  education  was  carried  out 
under  his  father's  supervision,  until  his  fourteenth  year,  when  he  entered  a 
business  college  at  Austin,  Texas,  from  which  institution  he  graduated,  after 
which,  for  two  years,  he  was  employed  in  and  had  charge  of  a  large  book- 
store. He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Bragg,  of  Austin,  and 
upon  moving  to  Chicago,  he  was  employed  for  six  months  in  a  Homeopathic 
drug  store.  In  1888  he  matriculated  at  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College, 
graduating  in  1892,  after  a  four-year  course.      During  his  attendance  at  the 
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College,  he  was  appointed  Interne  at  the  Emergency  Hospital.  In  February, 
1893,  he  removed  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  wliich  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  superior  attainments,  of  prepossessing  appearance  and  manners, 
inspiring  confidence  and  trust  among  his  patients.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
surgery  and  is  more  than  ordinarily  well  read  in  liis  chosen  specialty.  He 
was  married  in  1891  to  Miss  Lena  Birkner,  of  Chicago.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Homeopathic  Institute  and  Hahnemann  Association. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 


GOV.  CLAUDE   MATTHEWS, 

Generally  age  and  experience  are  essentials  to  success  in  whatever 
branch  of  human  endeavor  a  man  may  see  fit  to  devote  his  life,  and  it  is  an 
indisputable  fact  that  public  men  seldom  rise  to  distinction  suddenly.  How- 
ever, in  the  example  before  us,  we  have  a  man  without  any  special  fortuitous 
circumstances  rising  by  his  own  force  of  character,  great  energy  and  good 
judgment,  to  the  position  of  chief  executive  of  his  State.  It  is  not  the  nurse- 
ling of  weal  til  and  fortune  who  has  been  dandled  into  manhood  on  the  lap  of 
prosperity,  that  carries  away  the  world's  honors,  or  wields  the  mightiest  influ- 
ence; but  it  is  rather  the  man  whose  earlier  years  were  cheered  by  few  offers 
of  aid,  and  such  has  been  the  experience  of  Gov.  Claude  Matthews,  who  was 
born  in  Bath  County,  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  a  son  of  Thomas  A.  and  Eliza 
(Fletcher)  Matthews,  both  bi'anches  of  the  family  being  farmers,  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  serving  as  one  of  Kentucky's  representatives  in  Con- 
gress. He  attended  such  schools  as  his  native  State  afforded  until  he  attained 
his  fifteenth  year,  then  removed  to  Mason  County,  his  father  having  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  Maysville.  Here  the  schools  were  of  a  better  class,  and 
he  availed  himself  of  these  opportunities  by  riding  six  miles  each  way  daily. 
In  1863  he  entered  Center  College,  of  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  in  June,  1867, 
was  graduated  from  that  institution.  On  January  1,  of  the  following  year, 
he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Martha  R.  Whitcomb,  the  only  child  of  the  late  James 
Whitcomb,  Governor  of  Indiana  from  1843  to  1849,  and  the  same  year  of  his 
marriage  removed  to  his  farm  near  Clinton,  Vermillion  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home,  being  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  rais- 
ing of  grain  and  stock.     The  county  of  Vermillion  has  always  been  strongly 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  457 

Kepiiblican,  and  althougli  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  he,  in  1876,  was 
persuaded  to  make  the  race  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  300,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  county  that  year  had  a  Republi- 
can majority  of  nearly  400  on  the  State  ticket.  In  1882,  by  the  advice  of 
friends,  Mr.  Matthews  decided  to  make  the  race  for  the  State  Senate  in  the 
district  composed  of  Park  and  Vermillion  Counties,  and  although  this  district 
had  a  Republican  majority  of  1,000,  he  was  defeated  by  less  than  300,  which 
fact  speaks  for  itself  as  to  his  popularity.  In  1890  he  was  called  upon  by 
his  constituents  to  head  the  State  ticket  for  Secretary  of  State,  and  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  nearly  20,000.  In  the  State  Convention  of  1892,  although  a 
candidate  for  renomination  as  Secretary  of  State,  bis  party  again  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  the  ticket  as  candidate  for  Governor,  to  which  position  he  was  tri- 
umphantly elected,  and  has  since  discharged  his  duties  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  win  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all.  Mr.  Matthews  has  always  been 
engaged  in  faiming,  and  at  the  close  of  his  official  life  expects  to  return  to  that 
work.  He  is  a  man  of  positive  character,  strong  intellect,  capable  of  a  great 
amount  of  labor,  and  no  man  is  more  loyal  in  his  citizenship,  more  faithful  in 
friendship,  more  devoted  in  home  life  or  more  worthy  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
men  than  Gov.  Claude  Matthews.  He  has  been  prominently  connected  with 
the  stock-breeding  interests  of  the  State,  and  has  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
short-horn  cattle.  He  was  also  an  active  member,  and  is  yet,  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and  upon  the  agricultural  affairs  of  his  section  he 
has  left  the  impress  of  his  own  energy  and  keen  discernment. 


BENJAMIN   G.  CRISMAN. 

A  life-time  of  hard,  earnest  endeavor  in  pursuing  the  occupation  of  the 
husbandman,  coupled  with  strict  integrity,  honesty  of  purpose  and  liberality 
in  all  directions,  has  resulted  in  placing  Mr.  Crisman  among  the  truly  respected 
and  honored  citizens  of  Porter  County.  He  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm, 
and  though  the  active  management  of  this  has  fallen  into  other  hands,  he  is 
yet  interested  in  its  management,  and  is  active  and  hale  for  one  of  his  advanced 
years.  He  was  born  June  9,  1814,  at  Sinking  Valley,  Huntingdon  County, 
Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being  Benjamin  and  Merelis  (Tingling)  Crisman. 
His  grandfather,  Frederick  Crisman,  came  to  this  country  from  Germany 
prior  to  the  War  of  Independence,  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  reared 
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a  large  family  and  died  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  Benjamin  Crismau,  the- 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  July  14,  1772,  in  Maryland,  in 
which  State  his  parents  resided  for  some  years,  but  later  became  a  success- 
ful miller  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1820  he  went  to  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and 
purchased  a  160-acre  farm  which  he  improved,  and  upon  which  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  after  the  close  of  the  great  Civil  AVar.  He  and 
his  wife  reared  a  family  of  eight  children:  Isaac,  deceased;  Kachel  (Gill), 
of  Ohio,  deceased;  Hannah  (Idenire),  deceased;  Frederick,  who  died  in 
Porter  County,  Indiana;  Thomas,  who  also  died  there;  Kuth  (Hardisty), 
deceased;  Eliza  (Shoup),  who  died  in  Kansas,  and  Benjamin.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  politically  the  former  was  a  Whig 
and  Kejiiiblican.  The  early  life  of  Benjamin  G.  Crisman  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  after  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  continued  to  remain  with 
and  assist  his  father,  receiving  one-third  of  the  crops  raised  for  his  services. 
In  18-49  he  went  by  wagon  to  Porter  Count}-,  Indiana,  where  he  purchased  a 
240-acre  tract  which  he  greatly  improved  with  the  assistance  of  his  seven 
sons.  He  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth  Baughman,  March  2,  1836,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Nancy  (Hoover)  Baughman,  a  farmer  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
she  was  one  of  their  eight  children.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Crisman  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Addison,  Isaac  and 
Oliver,  who  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  War;  Wesley;  Frederick;  Milton; 
Nancy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine;  Henrj',  Jane,  wife  of  Eugene  Cole 
of  Michigan,  and  Clara,  wife  of  Joseph  Bender.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  December  15,  1888,  having  been  an  active  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Hannah  Foster,  widow  of  Samuel  Foster, 
became  Mr.  Crismau's  second  wife.  She  was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Cochran)  Carroll,  who  came  from  Ireland 
and  Canada,  respectively.  Mr.  Cari'oU  became  a  resident  of  Canada  when 
about  twelve  years  old,  and  there  later  became  the  proprietor  of  a  distillery. 
About  1830  he  moved  to  Ft.  Wayne,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  he  died  on 
a  farm  April  21,  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a  Democrat. 
His  wife  died  in  1859,  having  become  the  mother  of  five  children:  Charles, 
Mary  (McGraw)  of  California;  Jane  (Graham);  Catherine  (Fuller);  and 
Hannah.  Mr.  Carroll's  second  wife,  Sarah  Greer,  bore  him  three  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Mr.  Crisman  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  William  H. 
Harrison  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harrison. 
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ISAAC  CRISMAN. 

Agricultural  pursuits  have  formed  the  chief  occupation  of  this  gentleman,, 
and  the  wide-awake  manner  in  which  he  has  taken  advantage  of  every  method 
and  idea  tending  toward  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  his  property  has  had 
considerable  to  do  with  his  success  in  life.     In  addition  to  being  a  successful 
farmer,  he  is  a  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  has  given  much  attention  to 
questions  of  public  import.      Mr.  Crisman  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,. 
June  3,  1839,  a  son   of  Benjamin  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Baughman)  Crisman,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  herein.     Young  Isaac  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  receiving  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages,  after  which  he  worked  for  himself  until  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army  in  August,  1862,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  E,  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Infantry.      He  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Lexingtonr 
Perryville,  Gallatin,  Lebanon  and  Nashville,  at  which  place  he  was  for  some- 
time in   the  hospital   in  tlie   Zollicoffer  House   and  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee. 
March  6,  1863,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  returned  home  to  devote  his  attention  to  farming  until  Novem- 
ber, 1864.     His  health  by  that  time  was  partially  restored  and  he  re-enlistecJ 
in  Company  D,  Twenty-third  Indiana,  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  after  which  he  took  part  in  numerous  skirmishes  on  the 
Oconee  Eiver  in  Georgia,  principal  among  which  was  at  Salkehatchie  Swamp. 
He  was  one  of  the  Division  that  waded  the  Salkehatchie  Swamp  on  the  3cl 
day 'of  February,  1865,  where  the  "Johnnies"  thought  the  "Yanks"  must  hava 
wings  to  iiy  from  tree  top  to  tree  top.     There  were  thirty-four  streams  running- 
tlirough  this  swamp  from  knee  deep  to  waist  deep.     He  was  at  the  taking  of 
Fort  McAlisteron  tlieOgeechee  Eiver,  in  the  rear  of  Savannah,  and  was  in  the^ 
battle  of  Bentonville,  North  Carolina.      He  received  his  discharge  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  July  29,  1865,  after  having  participated  in  the  Grand  Keview 
at  Washington.      After  his  return  home  he  followed  farming  until  the  spring 
of  1872  when  he  opened  a  first-class  general  store  at  Crisman,  of  which  place- 
he  was  the  first  Postmaster.      In  August,  1874,  he  disposed  of  his  stock  of 
goods,  purchased  a  farm  of  seventy  acres  and  has  resided  on  the  same  ever 
since.      He  has  greatly  improved  the  place,  and  although  his  farm  is  by  no 


fci 


460  PICTORIAL  AND 

means  as  large  as  some,  it  is  tilled  with  care  and  discretion  and  yields  a  larger 
income  than  many  more  extensive  farms.  He  has  always  been  a  Kepiiblican 
in  his  political  views  and  cast  his  maiden  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  political  matters  and  has  served  two  terms  as  Town- 
ship Trustee  and  five  years  as  Assessor.  He  was  married  December  12, 1871, 
to  Miss  Jane  White,  who  was  born  in  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  August  24, 
1847,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Fannie  (Spencer)  White,  who  were  born  in 
Clark  County,  Ohio,  but  in  1845  moved  to  Illinois.  After  a  short  time  they 
returned  to  their  old  home  in  Ohio,  but  about  1850  began  keeping  an  hotel 
in  Will  County,  Illinois,  remaining  three  years  at  Matteson.  In  1873  they 
came  to  Porter  County,  and  Mr.  White  became  the  proprietor  of  a  grocery 
store  at  Crisman  which  he  sold  in  April,  1886,  also  a  farm  of  forty  acres.  He 
then  moved  to  Vilas,  South  Dakota,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  died  at 
Crete,  Will  County,  Illinois,  in  the  winter  of  1892,  while  there  on  a  visit.  He 
was  Captain  of  an  Illinois  company  during  the  Mexican  War,  for  a  number  of 
years  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Will  County,  Illinois,  and  was 
also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  was  twice  married  and  by 
his  first  wife  became  the  father  of  six  children:  Jane,  John  A.,  Abbie  Eose; 
Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen ;  Benjamin  F.  and  Isaac.  The  mother 
was  born  March  17,  1823,  and  died  March  28,  1857.  Mr.  White's  second 
wife  was  Sarah  Chamberlain,  the  widow  of  John  Chamberlain,  and  this  wife 
also  bore  him  six  children,  five  of  whom  were  reared:  Martha  (Hoig),  Edwin, 
Henry,  George  W.  and  Albert  C.  His  second  wife  still  survives  him  and 
resides  in  Dakota.  She  had  one  child  by  her  first  husband.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crisman  five  children  have  been  born,  only  two  of  whom  are  living:  B. 
Allen  and  Lucy  M.  Wilber  F.,  Myrtie  M.  and  Fannie  E.  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crisman  have  many  warm  friends  in  the  community  in  which 
they  reside  and  are  with  justice  considered  useful  citizens. 


ABRAHAM  J.  WESTERYELT. 

The  sketch  here  given  is  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  man  whose  noble 
and  honorable  life  was  an  example  to  all,  and  although  marked  by  hard  and 
undeviating  labor,  demonstrated  sterling  qualities  that  characterized  his 
career.  He  is  a  product  of  Broome  Count}',  New  York,  and  was  born  on  the 
18th  of  December,  1808,  of  which  section  his  parents,  Abraham  and  Catherine 
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(Van  Blascum)  "Westervelt,  were  also  natives.  The  entire  family  came  to 
LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  in  1838,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  LaPorte 
the  parents  resided  until  their  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketcii  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm,  but,  after  a  time,  turned  his  attention  to  house-building,  which 
calling  he  followed  for  about  sixteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  lie  once 
more  returned  to  farming  and  followed  that  calling  until  March,  1888,  when- 
he  retired  from  this  work  and  moved  to  the  town  of  LaPorte,  but  only 
enjoyed  his  rest  from  his  labors  but  a  short  time,  as  he  was  called  from  life  on 
the  11th  of  that  month.  The  farm  of  which  he  was  the  owner  was  a  valuable 
one  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  improved  in  the  county.  It  was  prairie 
land  and  is  now  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  orchard,  etc.,  in  fact, 
everything  about  it  indicates  that  he  was  a  man  of  thrift,  industry  and  enter- 
prise. He  was  married  in  1835  to  Miss  Mary  Freeman,  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  and  to  them  two  children  have  been  given:  Andrew  J.,  who  was 
born  September  18,  1837,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Marj'  I.,  who  was  born 
October  5,  1839.  Abraham  J.  Westervelt  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business,  in  connection  with  farming,  and  through  his  own 
efforts  became  one  of  the  largest  real  estate  dealers  in  LaPorte  County.  He 
moved  to  town  March,  1868,  but  ran  his  farm  until  the  spring  of  1888,  when 
he  rented  it.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and  filled  tiie  ofiice  of 
County  Appraiser  for  five  years.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member  of  many  years  standing,  and  he  was 
highly  lionored  and  respected  of  all  men.  His  children  affiliate  with  the 
same  church  as  did  he,  and  his  son  has  also  followed  in  his  footsteps  as 
regards  politics,  and  is  a  warm  Republican.  The  latter  looks  carefully  after 
the  property  left  by  his  father,  and  is  pi'oviug  himself  to  be  a  careful,  shrewd 
and  far-seeiug  man  of  business. 


CAFT.  ITHAMAR   D.  PHELPS. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  for  coming  generations  the  record  of  one  who  was 
very  prominently  connected  with  laying  the  solid  foundation  of  tlie  prosperity 
of  LaPorte  Count}-,  a  brief  account  of  the  life  of  Capt.  Ithamar  D.  Phelps  is 
placed  in  this  work.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  this  county  and 
has  always  been  closely  identified  witli  its  development,  by  his  liberal  con- 
tributions to  aid  the  social,  material  and  religious  advancement,  and  he  has 
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doue  much  to  bring  to  its  present  standing,  the  thriving  city  of  LaPorte. 
■Quebec  was  the  place  of  our  subject's  nativity,  his  natal  day  occurring  at 
Staubridge,   February    7,    1822.       His  parents,    Philo    and    Sarah    (Hogle) 
Phelps,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and   Quebec,   respectively.     The   father 
followed   the  occupation  of  a   tiller   of  the   soil   and   continued    it   until   his 
<leath,  in  1842.     In  1846  the  mother  accompanied  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  and  died  in  Michigan  City  in  1852.     They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  survive:     MaryM.,  married  Har- 
risou  Jewell  aud  resides  in  Michigan  City,  and  Anna  L.,  married  a  Mr.  Moutel 
and  lives  in  Quebec.      Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  last  named  city  and  in 
Forest  Village  Academy.      After  that  he  remained  under   the  parental  roof 
until  after  the  death  of  the  father,  when  he  sold  the  old  homestead  and  moved 
to  LaPorte  County.      He  clerked  in  the  Lake  House  for  nearly  two  years,  aud 
for  two  years  more  had  charge  of  the  telegraph  office  at  Michigan  City.    After 
this  he  clerked  for  A.  D.  Porter  &  Co.  for  nearly  two  years,  and  subsequently 
established  a  boot  and  shoe  store  with  a  Mr.  Patterson,  under  thefirm  name  of 
Patterson  &  Phelps.      This  business   was  carried  on  for  three  or  four  years, 
when  the  store  was   consumed   by  fire.      In  May,  1852,  Mr.  Phelps  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss   Susan   A.  Chapman,  of  Newburg,  New  York,  and   two  children 
■were  given  this  union:     1.     Mary  Lawson,    born  January  25,  1855,  married 
William   F.  Wilson,  who   died  in  Kansas  in  1888.      Mrs.    Wilson   has  since 
resided  with   her   father.      She  had   two  sons:   Frederick   Phelps  and   Girard 
Audrew.    2.    William  Girard,  born  April  28,  1858,  married  Miss  Marion  Peer, 
aud  tliej'  have  one  child:     Dorothy.      Our  subject  was  tlie  first  Marshal  of 
Michigan  City,  serving  in  that  capacity  two  years,  and   he   was,  at   the  same 
time,  Constable  and  Deputy  Sheriff.      When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  serving 
as  guard  of  the  penitentiary,  at  Michigan  City,  and  in   July,  1862,  he  entered 
the  service  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  K,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry.    His  most  important  battle  was  Stone  Kiver,  and  he  participated 
in  numerous  skii'mishes.      During  the  battle  of  Stone  River  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Captain.      The  regiment  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfrees- 
boro  until  April,  1863,  and  in  May  of  that  year  it  was  put  to  flight  and  pur- 
sued bv  4,000  Confederates.      As  the  ammunition  was  damaged  by  water,  the 
entire  brigade  was  forced  to  surrender.      Our  subject  was  confined  in  Libby 
Prison  for  about  a  year,  and  then  was  removed  to  Macon,  Georgia,  where,  on 
the  approach  of  Gen.  Sherman,  the   prisoners  were  removed  to   Charleston, 
remaining  there  two  months.     Yellow  fever  then  broke  out  aud  they  were 
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removed  to  Columbus,  Soutli  Carolina,  where  they  were  confined  until  Sher- 
man returned  from  the  sea.  February  17,  1865,  they  were  taken  to  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina,  and  an  exchange  was  agreed  upon,  and  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1865,  our  subject  was  once  more  within  the  Union  lines.  While  in 
Libby  Capt.  Phelps  assisted  in  tunneling  out  of  the  same,  but  was  recap- 
tured. He  was  with  Lieut.  Keynolds,  Lieut.-Col.  Walker  and  others,  and 
while  waiting  in  a  certain  place  the  Confederates  made  their  appearance. 
Capt.  Phelps  said:  "Boys,  let's  light  out,"  and  they  proceeded  to  do  so. 
Favored  by  the  darkness,  they  eluded  their  pursuers.  Capt.  Phelps  had  a 
map  of  the  region  previous  to  his  escape  and  served  as  guide  to  the  party. 
Col.  Walker  was  taken  sick  and  our  subject  kindly  agreed  to  stay  and  take 
care  of  him.  The  others  proceeded  on  their  way  and  reached  the  Union  lines 
in  safety.  The  next  morning  found  our  subject  and  his  charge  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  railroad  track,  and  Col.  Walker  went  to  the  station  and  gave  himself 
up,  wliile  Capt.  Phelps  started  for  Williamsburg.  He  traveled  all  day,  but 
was  overcome  by  fatigue  and  illness,  caused  by  exposure,  and  slept  in  the 
bushes  until  daylight.  The  next  morning  he  started  again,  and  although 
scouts  were  in  sight,  they  were  easily  evaded.  That  night  he  was  suddenly 
startled  by  the  word  "  halt,"  and  saw  two  Confederates  on  horseback  at  the 
forks  of  the  road.  To  the  question,  "  where  are  you  going?"  our  subject, 
who  saw  that  all  was  up,  replied:  "I  was  going  to  Williamsburg,  but  have 
changed  my  mind."  On  bis  return  trip  he  was  allowed  to  ride  a  horse, 
while  his  captors  walked.  He  was  treated  kindly,  but  subsequently  was 
placed  in  Libby  again,  remaining  there  until  the  final  liberation  of  prisoners. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Capt.  Phelps  returned  to  LaPorte  County  and  was 
immediately  elected  Sheriff,  serving  five  years.  This  election  caused  him  to 
locate  in  the  town  of  LaPorte,  and  there  has  remained  since.  He  is  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  LaPorte  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Insurance  Inspector  in  September,  1885,  which  position  he  has  filled 
with  great  credit  until  the  present.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  LaPorte  Commandery,  also  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  LaPorte. 
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DR.  H,  H.  LONG. 

This  intelligeut  auci  successful  medical  practitioner  is  endowed  by  nature 
witli  such  gifts  as  characterize  true  manhood  and  progressive  citizenship  in  all 
that  the  words  imply,  and  is  descended  from  honorable  ancestry  that  served 
with  distinction  in  the  American  Eevolution,  manifesting  their  love  for  truth, 
justice  and  right  and  for  their  country  by  deeds  of  valor  on  many  a  bloody 
battlefield.  Both  his  paternal  great  grandfathers  were  soldiers  under  General 
Washington,  and  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Manhattan,  the 
Longs  being  of  Dutch  extraction.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
are  William  and  Susan  (Muldoon)  Long,  and  are  now  residents  of  Millers- 
burg,  Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  the  latter  having  been  born  on  the  green  Isle 
of  Erin.  Dr.  H.  H.  Long  was  the  tenth  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  and 
was  born  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  January  11,  1S62.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Elkhart  County,  and  the  graded  schools  at  Millersburg, 
and  he  began  life  for  himself  by  teaching  his  home  district  school,  and  with 
the  proceeds  thus  acquired,  attended  two  terms  of  the  Goshen  Normal.  In 
1879-80  he  taught  in  the  graded  school  of  Wakarusa,  and  between  terms,  in 
company  with  another  teacher,  he  organized  and  conducted  two  select  schools 
which  were  largely  attended  by  young  people  who  were  fitting  themselves  for 
teaching.  During  this  time  he  determined  to  prepare  himself  for  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  began  reading  with  Dr.  A.  S.  Sensenich,  of  Wakarusa,  after 
which  he  went  to  New  Carlisle  where  he  taught  one  year,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  at  Garrett  City,  Indiana.  This  business  was  successfully 
carried  on  for  about  eighteen  months,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  disposed 
of  his  stock  and  entered  Kush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  where  he  remained 
one  year.  He  then  retured  to  New  Carlisle  where  he  farmed  and  taught 
school  for  several  years,  and  in  1887  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Fawcett, 
to  which  union  one  child  has  been  given:  Victor  F.,  born  March  18,  1890. 
After  a  time  he  gave  up  farming  and  accepted  a  position  as  business  manager 
of  the  "Lucky"  Baldwin  stables  of  thorough-bred  horses,  which  position 
was  held  for  two  years,  during  1889-90.  Having  now  accumulated  sufiicient 
means  by  hard  work  and  all  around  "liustling"  he  once  more  entered  Rush 
Medical  College,  from   which  he  was   graduated  among   the  first  of  his  class. 
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March  28,  1893.  In  order  to  make  himself  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the 
profession,  he  spent  his  vacations  in  clinical  and  dispensary  work,  and  thus, 
with  the  large  clinical  facilities  afforded  by  the  college,  he  was  enabled  to  enter 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  an  excellent  knowledge  of  both  medi- 
cine and  surgery.  He  first  opened  an  office  at  Kingsbury,  April  18,  1893, 
where  he  has  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  patronage.  He  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake  medical  practitioners  of  his  section,  endeavors  to  keep  abreast  with 
advanced  medical  thought,  and  is  winning  a  reputation  which  those  older  in 
the  profession  might  envy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Garrett  City  Lodge,  No. 
537,  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 


JOHN   BRODIE. 


Among  the  sons  of  Scotland  who  have  brought  with  them  to  this  country 
the  sturdy  habits  of  industry  and  integrity  which  have  ever  marked  those  of 
that  nationality,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  name  John  Brodie,  who  is  Direc- 
tor of  State  Prison  North,  and  a  prominent  resident  of  Valparaiso.  Age  has 
not  laid  its  dignifying  hand  upon  our  subject,  but  the  weight  and  responsibil- 
ity of  the  above  mentioned  position  have  been  assigned  him,  because  of  his 
peculiar  fitness  as  a  man  of  ability  and  rare  judgment.  He  was  born  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  November  28,  1854:,  and  when  two  years  of  age  was 
brought  b}'  his  parents  to  America.  They  settled  near  Montreal,  Canada, 
and  there  the  father  received  his  final  summons.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother  also  passed  her  last  days  there.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  two  of  whom  are  living:  our  subject  and  Eliza  who  resides  in 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  John  Brodie  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  a  log  school-house.  His 
scholastic  training  was  rather  limited  as  he  did  not  attend  school  after  reach- 
ing the  age  of  ten  years.  In  1877  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and' 
thence  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  a  short  time.  In  1879  he  came  to 
Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  railroad  contracting,  building  a  part  of 
the  Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Later  he  bought  a  farm  near  Valparaiso,, 
Indiana,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  engaged  as  an  agriculturist.  He^ 
owns  320  acres  of  land  and  is  one  of  the  county's  most  substantial  and! 
worthy  citizens.  He  was  elected  a  director  of  the  State  prison  in  1891,  and  is 
a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  his  business.  For  one  term  he  was  a 
30 
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member  of  the  City  Council.  Mr.  Brodie  has  been  the  carver  of  his  own 
destiny  and  has  made  it  au  honorable  one.  Affable  in  his  manners,  courteous 
in  his  address,  firm  in  his  convictions  and  faithful  in  his  attachments,  he  is 
well  liked  in  the  community  where  he  makes  his  home.  While  it  can  not 
positively  be  said  that  he  is  a  relative  of  John  Brodie  of  Dickens'  "Nicholas 
Nickleby,"  he  is  a  native  of  Scotland  and  possesses  the  honest,  rugged,  warm- 
hearted traits  given  that  character.  Mr.  Brodie  was  married  to  Mrs.  Schenck, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  although 
liberal  in  his  views. 


EDWIN  J.  FORREST. 

Edwin  J.  Forrest,  is  a  successful  and  rising  attorney  at  law  of 
Crown  Point,  Indiana.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  New  Boston, 
Linn  County,  Missouri,  March  9,  18G8,  a  son  of  Samuel  T.  and  Sarah  C. 
(Stone)  Forrest,  who  now  reside  in  Springfield.  The  early  life  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  was  spent  in  his  native  county, 
at  which  time  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Adams  County,  Nebraska,  and, 
after  receiving  a  good  common  school  education,  he  supplemented  it  with  a 
course  at  Hastings  College,  at  Hastings,  Nebraska.  At  a  somewhat  later 
period  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  "Western  Kansas,  where  he  taught  school 
for  about  a  year,  then  spent  one  season  in  Colorado,  after  which  he  went  to 
W^'oming,  and  for  one  season  was  a  "cowboy  of  the  Wild  West"  on  the  plains 
of  Wyoming.  He  was  very  ambitious  of  acquiring  a  good  ediication,  and  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  returning  east  as  supercargo  on  a  cattle  train,  to 
Omaha.  After  working  in  that  city  for  some  time  he  went  to  Chicago,  soon 
after  which  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Gault  House  as  night  watchman,  a  posi- 
tion he  held  for  a  year  and  a  half,  during  which  time  he  saved  the  means  to 
•enable  him  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  stenography  at  the  Metropolitan  Busi- 
ness College,  which  he  completed  and  used  as  a  means  to  further  his  financial 
prosperity.  He  then  accepted  a  position  in  the  ofiice  of  Curtis,  Ross  &  Chit- 
tenden, as  law  reporter.  In  the  meantime  he  had  entered  Lake  Forest  Uni- 
versity as  a  student  of  the  law  department,  and  while  remaining  with  the  above 
mentioned  gentlemen,  and  faithfully  fulfilling  his  duties,  he  completed  a  very 
thorough  course  of  study  and  was  graduated  in  an  honorary  course  from  that 
institution  in  1892.     He  then  decided  to  locate  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
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fession,  atCown  Point,  and  taking  advantage  of  a  good  opening  bere,  he  has 
ever  since  been  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  place.  He  is  aspiring, 
pusliiug  and  energetic,  and,  although  still  joung  in  years,  he  already  gives 
promise  of  becoming  eminent  in  his  profession.  He  is  now  serving  as  County 
Attorney  by  appointment  from  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Chicago  College  of  Law.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  of  F.  of  America,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
of  the  World,  has  served  as  its  commander,  and  is  now  past  commander.  His 
wife  is  Ella,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Mary  (Young)  Du  Bois. 


MATTHIAS  MUELLER. 

The  old  country  has  conti'ibuted  to  the  new  many  estimable  citizens,  but 
she  has  given  us  none  more  worthy  of  respect  and  esteem  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  now  retired  from  active  business  life.  The  rare  oppor- 
tunities which  the  United  States  has  given  to  men  of  courage,  honesty  of 
purpose,  integrity  and  energy,  have  been  wisely  taken  advantage  of  by  Mr. 
Mueller,  and  he  is  now  in  an  independent  financial  position.  He  was  born  in 
Daun,  Bavaria,  March  27,  1822,  to  Valentine  and  Margaret  Mueller,  who  were 
worthy  citizens  of  Dann,  the  former  being  a  wood-turner  by  occupation.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  their  four  children  (two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters), and  fortunately  secured  a  good  education  in  the  land  of  his  nativity. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  shoemaker's 
trade  at  Dann,  and  completed  his  term  in  three  years,  after  which  he  traveled 
as  a  journeyman  through  Saxe  Meningen,  one  year,  Saxe  Weimar  six  months, 
and  was  then  in  Berlin  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  United  States  offered  a  fine  field  to  one  of  his  energy  and 
push,  and  in  1846  he  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
about  three  years,  working  at  his  trade.  In  the  latter  part  of  1848  he  removed 
to  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  some  three  years  later  to  Crown  Point,  Indiana, 
where  he  carried  on  a  shoemaking  business  far  about  three  years.  From  that 
occupation  he  branched  into  the  hotel  and  saloon  business,  but  retired  from 
this  occupation  a  short  time  since,  although  he  met  with  reasonable  success 
in  its  pursuit.  His  success  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  has  come  of  his  devo- 
tion to  right  and  his  tenacity  of  purpose,  and  he  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  comfortable  competency,  the  result  of  his  own  push  and  perseverance.     He 
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was  married  in  this  country  in  1853  fo  Miss  Barbara  Euh,  a  native  of  Hessen, 
Darmstadt,  and  daughter  of  Peter  Euh,  who  also  came  to  this  country.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  two  sons  and  two  daughters  have  been  born :  Ed,  Emil 
B.,  Emma  and  Lena.  Mr.  Mueller  has  always  kept  out  of  the  political  arena, 
and  has  never  aspired  to  political  preferment. 


PROF,  JAMES   FREMONT   KNIGHT. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  that  "  a  good  education  is  the  best  inheritance 
that  parents  can  leave  their  children."  Riches  may  take  to  themselves  wings 
and  fly  away,  but  a  good  education  will  last  through  life.  Many  there  are 
who  cannot  aflford  more  than  a  common  school  education,  means  and  circum- 
stances preventing  a  higher  course  of  tuition,  but  to  those  who  can  afford  it, 
no  better  wa}'  of  spending  their  money  is  to  be  found.  Among  the  promi- 
nent educators  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  Prof.  James 
F.  Knight,  who  is  the  popular  and  successful  superintendent  of  schools  at 
LaPorte.  He  came,  originally,  from  the  Keystone  State,  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
October  6,  1857,  and,  on  the  paternal  side,  he  inherits  the  sturdy  characteris- 
tics of  his  Scotch  ancestors.  His  grandfather,  Abraham  Knight,  emigrated 
from  that  country  to  this  in  1820,  and  settled  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  George  W.  Knight,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  killed  in  tlie  battle  of  Fairfax  Court  House,  during  the  Civil  War. 
His  wife  still  survives.  Prof.  James  F.  Knight  was  educated  at  Hillsdale 
College  and  subsequently  pursued  a  law  course  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
completing  the  same  in  1889.  Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  taught  in 
the  public  schools  of  LaPorte  County,  and,  upon  the  completion  of  his  law 
course,  he  was  urged  to  accept  the  principalship  of  the  Central  High  School 
in  the  city  of  LaPorte,  a  position  he  held  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people  until  the  appointment  of  Superintendent  Hailmann  to  the 
National  Superintendency  of  Indiana  Schools,  left  vacant  that  position  at 
LaPorte.  Prof.  Knight  was  immediately  chosen  as  the  one  man  best  quali- 
fied to  carry  on  the  work  which  his  distinguished  predecessor  had  performed 
so  successfully.  As  a  citizen,  the  professor  is  progressive  and  ever  ready  to 
ally  himself  with  any  worthy  cause.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  scholarly  attain- 
ments, and  impresses  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  as  being  an  earnest, 
efficient  and  capable  official.      His  grasj)  of  any    subject  that  he  handles  is 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  469 

thoroughly  compreheusive  and  exhaustive.  His  humor  is  refined  and  grace- 
ful, and  his  diction  finished  and  elegant.  Prof.  Knight  has  probably  a  larger 
acquaintance  with  leading  educational  men  of  Indiana  than  any  other  young 
man  in  his  part  of  the  State.  He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Kindergarten  and  the  New  Education.  On  the  24th  of  December,  1874, 
he  married  Miss  Margarett  Ella  Whitmer,  and  his  family,  at  present,  consists 
of  his  wife  and  three  children:  Lillian  Eloise,  Earle  Whitmer  and  John 
Kussell.  He  is  extremely  fond  of  children  and  devoted  to  his  family.  His 
love  for  his  own  little  ones  makes  him  especially  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of 
every  child  under  his  care  in  the  public  school. 


LEWIS   B.  COCHENOUR. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  chronicle  the  history  of  a  man  whose  life  has  been  one 
of  honor  and  success,  and  although  he  is  now  only  in  the  zenith  of  his  career, 
he  has  accumulated  a  fortune  that  enables  him  to  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  true  comforts  of  a  home  that  is  made  beautiful  by  the  sweet  spirit  of 
kindliness  and  mutual  appreciation  among  the  members  of  the  family.  He 
was  born  in  Wyandotte  County,  Ohio,  January  4,  1846,  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Susanna  (Bibler)  Cochenour,  both  natives  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio.  When 
a  boy  Andrew  Cochenour  removed  with  his  parents,  Abraham  Cochenour  and 
wife,  to  Wyandotte  County,  Ohio,  where  they  entered  laud,  and  were  among 
the  very  earliest  settlers.  After  the  marriage  of  Andrew  Cochenour  in  Wyan- 
dotte County,  he  followed  farming  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  but  previous  to 
that  had  for  some  time  been  engaged  in  carpentering.  He  was  also  a  minister 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  for  many  years  conducted  Sunday  ser- 
Yices  in  the  vicinity  of  which  he  lived.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  where  they  arrived  on  the  1st 
of  .May,  and  here  he  purchased  a  farm  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death 
February  17,  1888,  his  burial  occurring  February  18th,  on  his  seventieth 
birthday.  Lewis  B.  Cochenour  remained  in  his  native  county  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Kosciusko  County. 
Id  his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  father,  and  during  the 
Bammer  months  assisted  his  father  in  that  work  and  on  the  farm.  When 
nearly  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  school,  although  he  had  had 
but  a  common  school  education  himself,  and  pursued  this  calling  during  the 
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winter  mouths  for  about  seven  years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  and  began 
devoting  his  entire  attention  to  its  cultivation.  In  1882  he  discontinued  this 
work  and  opened  a  hardware  store  at  Marmount,  Indiana,  which  he  conducted 
with  success  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  he  shipped  his  stock  of  goods  to 
Sumner  County,  Kansas,  and  there  traded  the  same  for  some  hotel  property, 
of  which  he  is  still  the  owner.  In  the  spring  of  1885  he  came  to  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Washington  Township,  on  which  he 
is  still  residing.  He  had,  previously,  resided  here  about  three  years,  having 
come  here  in  1879.  His  estate  comprises  100  acres,  situated  about  three 
miles  east  of  Knox,  and  is  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  his  handsome 
residence  having  been  erected  in  1893,  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,200.  In  addi- 
tion to  tilling  his  land,  he  operates  a  saw-mill  on  his  place,  which  he  erected 
in  the  spring  of  188^,  is  doing  a  flourishing  business,  his  j-early  average 
amounting  to  300,000  feet.  He  is  well  known  for  his  enterprising  and 
progressive  views  on  all  matters  and  owing  to  his  honorable  business 
methods,  he  has  won  a  host  of  friends.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  for  iive  years  held  the  ofdce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
his  township,  although  it  has  a  Democratic  majority  of  forty.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  4,  1869,  to  Miss  Emma  Chaplin,  a  native  of  Kosciusko  County, 
Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Elmer  W.,  Franklin  E.,  Ella  N.,  and 
Bessie  M.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Cochenour  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Kosci,usko  County,  and 
her  father,  Morris  Chaplin,  became  a  wealthy  and  influential  citizen  of  that 
county.  Several  members  of  the  Chaplin  family  became  distinguished: 
William,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Cochenour,  was  a  noted  minister  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church  and  was  well  known  throughout  the  Northwestern  States,  while 
S.  A.  Chaplin,  also  an  uncle,  was  a  noted  Second  Adventist  minister,  attained 
a  national  reputation  as  a  theologian  and  was  called  upon  to  solve  knotty 
problems  of  that  nature  from  eminent  people  all  over  the  country. 


WILLIAM  CHRISTOPH. 

This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Starke  County,  Indi- 
ana, and  there  is  no  one  who  more  fully  illustrates,  in  his  career,  the 
unbounded  energy  and  activity  of  the  agriculturists  of  his  section  than  does 
he.  ,  He   started  out  in   life   a   poor  boy,  without  prestige  of  any  kind,  but, 
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through  force  of  will,  pluck  and  perseverance,  he  is  classed  among  the  useful 
and  successful  men  of  the  county.      He  is  of  German  origin,  for  he  was  born 
in  the  old  country,  November  4,  185S,  but  his   parents  died  when  he  was  too 
young   to    remember  them,    and  he  was   brought  up  by  his   uncle,   Charles 
Christoph.      When  seven  years  of  age  he  came   to  America   with  his  uncle's 
family,  and,  with   them,  located  in   Chicago,  where   he   attended  the  German 
Lutheran   schools   for   three  years.      He  then   came  with  his  uncle  to  Lake 
County,  Indiana,  and,  when   not  assisting   him  in  tlie   work   of  the   farm,  he 
attended  school  at  Eobertsdale,  now  known  as  Sheffield.     In  February,  1875, 
the  family  came  to  Starke    County,  locating  at  Hamlet,  and  here  Mr.  Chris- 
toph secured  work  on  the  Fort  Wayne  Railroad  as  a  section  hand.     After  ten 
years  of  arduous   and  faithful  labor,   he  was  rewarded   for  his  industry  by 
being  made  foreman,    and   in   this   capacity  continued  until   June    10,  1893, 
when  he  sent  in  his  resignation.     During  the  time  that  he  was  with  the  road, 
he  practiced  close,  yet  never  niggardly,  economy,  and  thus  secured  sufficient 
means  to   purchase  a  farm,  upon    which   he   located,  after   retiring   from    his 
position  with  the  Fort  Wayne  road.      The  farm,  now  amounting  to  314  acres 
of  valuable  land,  had  no  improvements  on  it  whatsoever  wlien  he  purchased 
it,  but  in  the  short  space  of  time  that   he  has   resided  on  it,  he  has,  through 
the  exercise  of  the  utmost  energy,  cleared  a  considerable  portion  of  it,  erected 
thereon  a  comfortable  farm  residence,  necessary  buildings  for  the  shelter  of 
his  stock  and  grain  and  has  constructed  a  large  amount  of  fence.      The  first 
year  that  he  settled  ou  the  place  he  put  up  about  100  tons  of  hay  without 
assistance,  the  season  being  far  advanced  when  he  commenced.     This  fact  is 
worthy  of  note,  for  the  reason  that  it  serves  as  the  keynote  to  his  success,  and 
is  an  apt  illustration  of  the  energy  and  push  that  have  ever  characterized  his 
efforts.      Mr.  Christoph  was  married  in  August,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Leiby, 
a  native  of  Marshal  County,  Indiana,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  five 
children:   Charles,  who  died  at  the   age   of  five   years;  William  E.,  Orval  A., 
and  two  children  that  died  in  infancy.      The   mother   of  these  children  died 
Marcli  28,  1890,  and  in  1891    Mr.  Christoph   took   for   his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Josephine  (Brazier)  Louderback,  a  native  of  Delaware,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child:  Albert.     By  her  first  husband  she  became  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Elmer  E.,  Edgar  A.,  and   Clarence   H.     Mr.  Christoph  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  G.  T.,  the  K.  of  P.,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  at  Hamlet,  of  which  he  has  acted  as  Trustee.     He  is  now 
Superintendent  of    the    Sunday    School,   politically  is  a  Republican,    and, 
although  at  one  time  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  refused  to  serve. 
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SEWARD  LIGHTNER. 

The  self-made  mau  is  entitled  to  respect  in  America,  aud  he  ^ets  it. 
He  represents  all  that  is  vigorous  and  substantial  in  our  American  institu- 
tions, and  Lake  County,  Indiana,  has  manj-  such  men,  noteworthy  among 
whom  is  Seward  Lightnei',  who  is  a  progressive  and  wide-awake  mau  of 
affairs.  He  was  born  in  Kussiaville,  Howard  County,  Indiana,  January  5. 
ISoO,  a  son  of  Daniel  D.  and  Polly  (Seward)  Lightuer,  and  grandson  of 
John  Lightuer,  whose  father  came  from  Holland  aud  settled  in  Virginia, 
where  he  reared  ten  stalwart  sous.  lu  the  Old  Dominion  Johu  Lightuer 
was  born,  and  from  there  he  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812.  with  the  rank  of 
Captain.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  moved  to  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio;  one  year  later  he  died,  July  i.  1S19.  Daniel  D.  Lightuer  was 
one  of  five  children:  John,  Elias,  David,  Daniel  and  Bathsheba,  and  was 
born  in  Virginia,  Mav  21,  1810.  At  about  the  age  of  fifteen  vears  he  came 
to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  stone  cutter 
and  plasterer.  In  184:2  he  came  to  Eussiaville,  Howard  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  for  some  time  followed  his  trade  and  was  also  engaged  iu  the 
mercantile  business  for  a  few  years.  Iu  1860  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  on  the  Kepublicau  ticket,  and  while  serving  in  this  responsible 
position,  made  a  name  for  himself  as  an  honorable,  faithful  and  capable 
legislator.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  became  a  resident  of  Hobart,  Indiana, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  on  October  14,  18S8.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  during  his  latter 
years  turned  his  attention  to  other  pursuits.  To  himself  and  wife  a  familj' 
of  eight  children  were  given:  Elvira  (Allen);  Juliet,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  months  in  1842;  Thearen,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years  in  1S53; 
Louaun  (Johnson) ;  Cora  (Flick),  Seward  and  two  others.  Polly,  the  mother, 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Seward,  who  was 
a  coiisin  of  the  illustrious  William  H.  Seward.  Seward  removed  from  his 
native  State  of  Vermont  to  Ohio,  settled  in  Howai'd  County,  Indiana,  in  1844; 
■died  October  24,  1854.  His  wife  was  Eleanor  Baker,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  the  following  children:  William,  Charles,  Levi,  Julia,  Polly 
.and  Matie.     Seward  Lightuer  received  a  district  school  education,  and  at  the 
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age  of  fifteen  years  began  learning  the  trade  of  bricklayer  and  plasterer  with 
his  father.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  for  himself  as  a  bricklayer 
and  contractor,  and  followed  this  occupation  up  to  the  present  time.  January, 
1893,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  N.  Nicholas  in  the  sale  of  hardware, 
an  occupation  he  has  since  followed  in  connection  with  his  building  interests 
with  reasonable  success.  For  five  years  he  served  as  Township  Assessor,  and 
is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  Township  Trustee.  He  made  the  race  for 
County  Treasurer  in  1S92,  on  the  Ke[)ublican  ticket,  and  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  F.  k  A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  married  December  25, 
1872,  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  Frank,  a  daughter  of  Adam  N.  and  Hannah  (Huson) 
Frank.  Their  married  life  has  been  a  happy  and  prosperous  one,  and  they 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  The  following  items 
are  placed  in  compact  form  for  convenience  and  preservation:  John  Lightner 
and  Elizabeth  Reader  were  married  in  1805.  Ebenezer  Seward  and  Eleanor 
Baker  were  married  in  1810.  Daniel  D.  Lightner  and  Polly  Seward  were 
married  July  2,  1835.  Seward  Lightner  and  Ellen  M.  Frank  were  married 
December  25,  1872.  Polly  Lightner  died  February  24,  1885,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  Daniel  D.  Lightner  died  October  14,  1888,  aged  seventy- 
eiglit  years. 


JOSEPH  E.  JONES. 

The  American  people  not  only  travel  more  extensively  than  any  other 
people,  but  they  patronize  to  a  greater  extent  the  numerous  establishments  for 
the  hire  of  horses  and  carriages.  The  establishment  kept  at  North  Judson 
by  Joseph  E.  Jones  is  a  distinctly  well-appointed  one,  and  is  liberally  patronizeil 
by  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  vicinity  as  well  as  by  the  traveling  public. 
Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Indiana,  June  4,  1852,  a  son  of 
Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Whitney)  Jones,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  in  Kentucky.  The  parents  of 
Ebenezer  Jones  were  natives  of  Georgia,  but  at  an  early  day  became  residents 
of  Indiana,  but  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Morgan  and  Johnson  Counties, 
and  was  married  in  the  latter,  settling  there  on  a  farm.  In  1851  he  removed 
to  Starke  County  and  entered  160  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  Township,  about 
half  a  mile  west  of  what  is  now  North  Judson ;  in  fact,  an  addition  of  the 
latter  place  is  laid  out  on  this  old  homestead.    The  land  he  entered  was  ejitirely 
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uuimproved,  aud  there  were  very  few  settlers  in  the  township  at  that  time, 
but  he  energetically  began  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  his  land,  with 
the  aid  of  ox  teams,  of  which  he  had  three  yoke.  After  remaining  three 
years  here,  there  being  no  educational  advantages  for  his  children,  he  returned 
to  Johnson  County  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  better  opportunities,  and 
for  three  years  rented  a  farm  there.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm  in  Starke 
County,  and  here  made  his  home  until  his  death  in  February,  1866.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  April  8,  1885.  Joseph  E.  Jones  was  reared  in  the  vicinity 
of  where  he  now  resides,  and  in  his  youth  received  such  educational  advantages- 
as  could  be  had  at  that  time.  He  was  left  fatherless  at  about  the  awe  of  four- 
teen,  aud  after  that  the  management  of  the  farm  fell  upon  his  own  shoulders, 
and  for  many  years  thereafter  he  assisted  his  mother  in  the  care  of  the  family, 
there  being  five  children  younger  than  himself.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Jones 
located  in  North  Judson,  where  he  carried  on  a  painting  business  successfully 
until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  became  a  candidate  for  Sheriff  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  after  a  most  lively  campaign  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
nineteen,  defeating  the  Democratic  candidate  for  re-election  in  a  county  hav- 
ing a  Democratic  majority  of  250.  At  the  end  of  his  first  term  he  was 
re-elected  by  a  majority  of  105,  and  served  four  years  in  all,  in  a  manner  highly 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  After  retiring  from  office  he,  located  at  North 
Judson,  erected  there  a  building  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which  he 
has  carried  on  very  successfully  ever  since.  He  keeps  ten  head  of  excellent 
horses,  a  large  number  of  first-class  turnouts,  and  his  patrons  at  all  times 
find  him  accommodating,  courteous  and  honorable.  In  February,  1879,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Nealis,  a  native  of  Greensbui'g,  Indiana,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children:  Charles  E.,  George  N.,  Elizabeth  H.,  aud  Grace  D.  Mr. 
Jones  is  a  charter  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  No.  694,  at  North  Jud- 
son. In  [>olitics  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  classed 
among  the  "  hirstlers  "  of  his  party. 


HAMLET   HAY   COMPANY. 

This  well-known  company  was  organized  September  2o,  1889,  at  which 
time  it  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000,  which  has  since  been 
increased  to  $20,000.  The  present  ofiicers  are  H.  A.  Ellingson,  president  and 
treasurer,  and   C.  J.  Danielson,  general  manager  and  secretary,  while  K.  L. 
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Danielson  is  also  connected  with  the  company.   The  original  incorporators  were 
succeeded  by  the  present  officers  in  1892,  all  of  whom  are  men  of  good  busi- 
ness judgment  and  of  the  strictest  integrity.     The  company  deals  exclusively 
in  hay,  bailing  from  six  to  eight  thousand  annually,  about  one-half  of  which 
is  raised  on  lauds  owned  by  that  company,  which  amouuts  to  about  1,400  acres 
and  of  leased  lands,  some  3,000  acres.     They  also  own  two  large  warehouses, 
with   a   storage  capacity  of  2,500  to   3,000   tons,  and   they  have   all  sorts  of 
improved  machinery  to  facilitate  their  business,  among  which  is  a  lately  added 
cutting-machine  for   cutting   baled   hay,   to  be  used  in  ground  feed.      Their 
machinery  is  propelled  by  two  steam  engines,  and  their  establishment  gives 
employment  to  from  twenty  to  one  hiandred  hands  and  from  four  to  fifty  teams,, 
according  to  the  season.      Messrs.  Danielson  and  Ellingson  are  pushing  aiul 
energetic  men  and  have  been  the  main  factors  in  the  building  up  of  the  town 
of  Hamlet,  and  were  instrumental  in  the  construction  of  the  Bobbins'  Ditch, 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  beneficial  in  this  section  of  the  State,  being  four- 
teen miles  long,  and  reclaiming  20,000  acres  of  land  in  Starke  County  alone 
and  benefiting  nearly  as  much  more.      In  company  with  other  Starke  County 
capitalists,  thej'  have  a  process  for  curling  wild  prairie  hay,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  mattresses,  etc.,  and  they  already  have  a  factory  in  successful 
operation   at  Lansing,    Illinois,   and  others  will   be  established  in   the   uear 
future,    at  Hamlet,    La  Crosse   and   North    Judson,   an   enterprise  which   is 
destined  to  grow  to   enormous   proportions.      H.  A.   Ellingson,  of  this  com- 
pany, was  born  in  Norway,  April  G,  1857,  a  son  of  N.  and  Amelia  S.  (Har- 
vey) Ellingson,  also  of  that  country.      The  father  was  a  merchant  tailor  and 
died  in  his  native  land  in  1874,  being  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  resides 
in  Chicago,  Illinois.     H.  A.  Ellingson  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
country  and  learned  the   merchant  tailors'   trade  of  his   father,  at   which   he 
worked  for  about  three  years.     In  1874  he  came  to  America,  going  direct  to 
Chicago,  where  he  secured  a  position  in  the  wholesale  clothing  house  of  Kahn^ 
Schoenbrun  &  Co.,  as  cutter.     He  continued  with  them  until  1889,  being  pro- 
moted and  serving  six  years  as  superintendent  of  the  manufacturing  department 
at  a  salary  of  $2,000  per  year.     He  then  secured  a  similar  position  witii  Aus- 
trian, Wise  &  Co.,  where  he  remained  until  1891,  when,  owing  to  the  ill  health 
of  his  wife,  he  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  but  returned  the  following  year.     Irr 
July,  1892,  he  came  to  Hamlet  and  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  J.  Danielson  in 
his  present  business,  which  is  the  most  extensive  in  that  line  in  the  State.    Mr^ 
Ellingson  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Mary  Danielson,  a  native  of  Norway^ 


476  PICTORIAL  AND 

who  was  brought  by  her  father,  C.  L.  Danielson,  to  the  United  States,  -nheu 
she  was  about  nine  years  of  age.  To  her  union  with  Mr.  EUingson  one  child 
was  born — Amy — November  25,  1887,  and  on  the  16th  of  July,  1892,  the 
mother  died  in  Chicago.  Mr.  EUingson  is  a  member  of  the  United  Work- 
men, and,  in  politics,  is  a  Democrat.  Cliarles  J.  Danielson  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, September  30,  1856,  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Sophia  (Norgren) 
Danielson,  who  left  their  native  laud  to  come  to  America  in  1866,  settling  in 
Chicago.  The  father  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  but  did  not  work  at  that 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Chicago  in  1887  and  his  widow 
survives  him.  Charles  J.  Danielson  was  ten  years  old  when  he  came  to 
America,  and  in  the  city  of  Chicago  he  was  reared  and  educated.  Being 
obliged  to  shift  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen,  his  educational 
advantages  were  limited.  He  followed  teaming  and  other  work  during  his 
youth,  and  later  had  charge,  for  five  years,  of  the  trimming  and  manufactur- 
ing department  of  E.  Rothschild  &  Bros.,  wholesale  clothiers.  In  1880  he 
engaged  in  the  clothing  and  boot  and  shoe  business  for  himself  in  South  Chica- 
go, which  he  carried  on  until  the  spring  of  1888,  when  he  came  to  Hamlet. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  successfully  connected  with  the  Hamlet  Ha}'  Com- 
pany and  is  doing  well  financially.  He  was  married  September  23,  1886,  to 
Miss  Kittio  L.  Fierstiue,  a  native  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children:  Charles  W.,  born  March  16,  1888,  and  Hubert  F.,  born  Novem- 
ber 27,  1890.  Mr.  Danielson  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar;  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the 
chairs,  the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  I.  O.  G.  T.      He  is  a  Republican  in   politics. 


A.  J.  HENRY. 


This  gentleman  is  descended  from  a  family  who  settled  in  America  dur- 
ing the  colonial  history  of  the  country,  braving  the  dangers  and  enduring  the 
hardships  of  life  in  a  new  and  unbroken  laud,  inhabited  by  the  prowling 
bear,  and,  what  was  far  worse — -the  wild  redmau.  The  great-grandnioth^r  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  scalped  by  the  Indians,  but  survived  this 
calamity  and  lived  out  her  allotted  years.  The  Henrys  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Clinton  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ft.  Henry,  in  the  vicinity  of 
■which  place  members  of  the  family  still  reside,  was  named  in  their  honor.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  George  Henry,  was  drowned  while  trying  to  wade  the 
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West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  Kiver,  having  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil  dur- 
ing life,  as  were  his  forefathers  before  him.  Thomas  Henry,  his  son,  is  a 
native  of  the  Kej'stone  State,  and  although  he  has  now  reached  the  eighty- 
second  mile-stone  of  his  life,  he  is  yet  quite  a  hale  and  active  man.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Slianer,  is  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  also  remarkably  well  preserved  for  one  of  her  years,  being  now  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  To  this  couple  a  family  of  seven  children  were  given,  six 
of  whom  survive:  Maggie,  Tillie,  Flora,  Corda,  H.  W.  and  A.  J.  A.  J.  Henry 
was  born  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Clinton  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  5, 
1856,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  in  assisting  his  father,  and  in  attending 
such  schools  as  were  held  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  In  1879  he  came  west, 
and  while  stopping  at  White  Cloud,  Michigan,  was  employed  by  a  lumber  firm 
as  inspector,  which  position  he  filled  with  marked  ability  until  1881,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  City  and  was  employed  as  foreman  by  Ransom  &  Eoot, 
lumber  dealei's,  discharging  his  duties  with  efficiency  for  three  years.  For 
eighteen  months  thereafter  he  was  foreman  for  Jonathan  Boyce,  then  became 
his  general  superintendent  with  full  charge  of  the  business,  continuing  thus 
until  his  employer  retired  from  business  in  1891.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Henry 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  on  his  own  responsibility,  which  he 
carries  'on  in  a  very  successful  manner.  His  repi;tation  as  a  dealer  in  lumber 
has  gone  abroad,  and  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  an  energetic  and  live  busi- 
ness man,  well  known  in  commercial  and  financial  circles,  and  his  patronage 
is  constantly  on  the  increase.  In  1892  he  was  urged  most  strenuously  by  his 
many  friends  to  make  the  race  for  Sheriff  of  LaPorte  County,  but  as  that  county 
was  almost  solidly  Democratic  Mr.  Henry  was  loath  to  enter  the  political 
arena,  but  finally  gave  his  consent  to  do  so.  He  received  a  unanimous  nomi- 
nation, and  in  November,  1892,  was  elected  with  a  satisfactory  majority,  a 
fact  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be   proud,  for  the  National   and    State 

tickets  in  LaPorte  County  gave  a  Democratic  majority  of^ — .     Mr.  Henry 

is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  business  affairs  of  his  section,  and  the  creditable 
condition  of  mercantile  life  in  Michigan  City  is  due  in  a  great  extent  to  the 
enterprise,  energy  and  intelligence  of  her  prominent  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers. Mr.  Henry  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
whom  he  married  on  the  20th  of  January,  1889,  and  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emma  Frehse,  a  native  of  Michigan  City,  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  faith  they  expect  to  rear  their  only  child,  Chai-les  L. 
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LOUIS  C.  FOUST. 

It  is  the  men  of  broad  and  comprehensive  views  vi'ho  give  life  to  com- 
inuuities — men  who  have  foresight  and  energ}%  pluck  and  push  to  forward 
their  interests  and  still  retain  an  untarnished  reputation  through  it  all.  Such 
a  man  is  Louis  C.  Foust,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  well-known  lumber  firm 
of  White  &  Foust,  of  North  Judson,  Indiana.  Mr.  Foust  was  born  in  Cham- 
•■paign  County,  Ohio,  November  21,  1846,  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  J. 
(Carmin)  Foust,  who  were  born  in  Ohio.  The  Fousts  were  first  residents  of 
Pennsylvania  after  coming  to  this  county,  while  the  Carmins  were  Ohioans. 
William  Foust,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  boss  distiller, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  followed  that  line  of  business.  In  1861  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  settled  on  a  farm  near  Logansport, 
but  after  a  very  short  residence  there  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Seventy-third 
Indiana  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  thi-ee  years,  participating  in  many 
leading  battles,  being  in  the  noted  raid  under  Col.  Streight.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  this  time,  but  after  remaining  in  captivity  for  a  short  time  was 
paroled.  After  the  war  Mr.  Foust  returned  home,  and  after  a  short  time  came 
to  Starke  County,  settling  on  a  farm  which  he  had  entered  a  number  of  years 
before  while  residing  in  Ohio,  which  consisted  of  '290  acres,  located  two  and 
a  half  miles  north  of  North  Judson.  About  twenty-five  acres  had  been 
cleared,  and  a  log  cabin  had  been  erected  thereon  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the 
family.  This  farm  Mr.  Foust  greatly  improved,  and  made  it  his  home  until 
after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1883,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  south- 
eastern Kansas,  where  he  still  resides.  Louis  C.  Foust  made  his  home  in 
his  native  count}'  until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of  Logansport.  In  1864  he  enlisted  as  a  recruit  in 
<!ompany  G,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Eegiment,  and  when  the  old  Seventy- 
third  was  discharged  he  was  transferred  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Marietta,  Georgia, 
in  December,  1865,  after  a  service  of  nearly  two  years.  During  this  time  he 
was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  for  some  time 
;lay  at  the  point  of  death  in  a  southern  hospital.  He  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  sharp  skirmishes  and  saw  considerable  active  service.      After  the  war  he 
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remained  with  his  parents  in  Starke  County,  Indiana,  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  after  which  he  began  teaching  school  and  doing  farm  work.  Later 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Keller,  Scott  &  Co.,  and  for  four  years  hud 
charge  of  their  dry  goods  department,  in  fact  held  various  positions  in  the 
store.  Under  Cleveland's  first  administratieu  he  was  made  Postmaster  at 
North  Judson,  which  position  he  filled  with  ability  for  four  years.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  M.  D.  Eatinger  in  the  drug  and  sta- 
tionery business,  but  owing  to  failing  health,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  as 
Postmaster,  he  retired  to  his  farm  for  a  few  years.  By  March,  1893,  he  had 
so  far  recovered  as  to  permit  of  his  return  to  North  Judson,  at  which  time  he 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  lumber  yard,  the  other  proprietor  being  Mr. 
White.  In  1868  Mr.  Foust  was  mari-ied  to  Elizabeth  J.  Craig,  a  native  of 
Jennings  County,  Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Omer  E.,  Nettie 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  William  A.  and  Clara  L.  Mr. 
Foust  has  been  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  for  over  twenty  years,  and 
has  served  as  Master  of  North  Judson  Lodge  for  seven  years,  and  at  present 
is  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  has 
filled  several  offices  in  that  order,  aud  is  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
represented  his  post  as  delegate  to  the  State  Encampment  at  Evansville  in 
1893,  and  while  there  was  selected  as  one  of  two  delegates  from  the  Thirteenth 
Congressional  District  to  the  National  Encampment  at  Indianapolis.  He  was 
again  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Encampment  by  his  post  in  1894.  In 
politics  Mr.  Foust  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
County,  Judicial,  Congressional  aud  State  Conventions.  He  is  an  enterpris- 
ing and  pushing  citizen,  and  has  always  contributed  generously  to  the  best 
interests  of  North  Judson.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  the  graded  school 
system  was  established,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mi'.  Foust,  aud  he  was 
made  the  first  President  of  the  Board.  He  is  one  of  the  finest  men  of  his 
section,  and  as  such  is  highly  esteemed  by  all. 


HON,  MARTIN   T.  KRUEGER. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has  been  established  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Michigan  City  since  1877,  aud  in  that 
time  has  developed  a  connection  and  patronage  greatly  redounding  to  his  credit. 
He  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  November  10,  1853,  and  is  one  of  a 
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family  of  iiiue children  that  came  to  this  country  with  their  parents  and  located  at 
Michigan  City  in  1864.  Necessity  compelled  him,  early  in  life,  to  leave  home 
and  care  for  himself,  and  securing  em25loyment  as  a  farm  hand,  he  followed  that 
vocation  during  the  summer  months,  and  attended  the  district  schools  iu  the 
winter,  paying  for  his  board  in  labor.  In  March,  1870,  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  machine  department  of  the  Haskell  &  Barker  Car  Company,  in 
Michigan  City,  which  position  he  left  a  j'ear  later  to  learn  the  trade  of  cover- 
ing saddle  trees,  a  business  that  flourished  at  that  time.  This  industry  soon 
collapsed,  however,  and  Mr.  Krueger  found  employment,  temporarily,  with 
Orr  &  Sous,  manufacturers  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  In  the  spring  of  1872 
he  went  west  as  far  as  Meudota,  Illinois,  and  for  nearly  six  years  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  in  LaSalle,  Lee  and  Bureau  Counties,  excepting 
only  a  period  of  about  six  months  that  he  was  iu  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company.  In  the  fall  of  1877  he  returned  home  and  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Fred  G.  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson  died  the 
next  year  and  Krueger  continued  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  of 
his  late  instructor,  and  also  continued  to  read  law,  as  his  time  would  permit. 
In  May,  1879,  he  was  elected  City  Clerk  of  Michigan  City.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1881  and  again  in  1883.  In  1884  he  was  elected  a  representative  of 
LaPorte  County,  in  the  Indiana  Legislature;  in  1885  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Michigan  City.  He  was  nominated  for  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Indiana  by  the  Democratic  State  Convention  iu  1886,  but  the  entire 
ticket  upon  which  lie  ran  was  defeated.  He  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
law  in  the  LaPorte  Circuit  Court  in  the  spring  of  1887,  and  has,  since  that 
time,  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice.  Mr.  Krueger  was  elected  Mayor  of  Mich- 
igan City  in  May,  1889,  and  re-elected,  without  opposition,  in  1891.  The 
State  Legislature,  in  1893,  extended  his  term  of  office  until  September,  1894, 
and  this  term  he  is  now  serving.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  Michigan  City  since  June,  1888,  and  has,  all  that  time,  officiated  as 
Secretary  of  said  Board.  For  a  brief  period,  he  owned  and  published  the 
"Freie  Presse,"  a  German  weekly  paper  of  Michigan  City,  but  owing  to  his 
inability  to  give  it  his  personal  attention,  he  merged  it  with  the  "  LaPorte 
Journal."  In  1891  he  organized  a  company  that  founded  the  "Freie  Lanze," 
a  German  weekly,  now  published  in  this  city,  of  which  company  lie  is  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Krueger  cast  his  first  vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tildeu  for  President  and 
has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  He  is  a  member  of  all  tlie  Masonic  bodies, 
including  the   Scottish   Eite.      He   organized   the   Hermit  Club  of  Michigan 
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City,  a  social  organization  that,  in  1893,  built  a  magnificent  club  house  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  known  as  "  The  Hermitage,"  and  is  the  club's 
president.  He  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Kose  Reuspies  of  Michigan 
City.     They  have  three  children:    Thomas  H.,  Edward  S.,  and  Helen. 


CHRISTIAN   SAUTTER. 

In  Mr.  Sautter  is  found  a  man  whose  business  career  is  decidedly  inter- 
esting, showing  the  competency  which  can  soon  be  obtained  by  the  natives  of 
other  lands.     It  has  been  truly  said  that  he  who  is   careful   in    small  things, 
and  who  earns  a  reputation  for  honesty  and  reliability  by  observing  the  prom- 
ises he  has  made,  is  already  on  the  high  road  to  a  consummation  of  his  hopes. 
Such  a  one  is  Christian  Sautter,  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  at  North  Judson, 
Indiana.     He  was  born  in  Altingen,  Germany,  May  23,  1859,  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Catharine  (Klotz)  Sautter,  who  were  also  born  in  the  old  country.     The 
father  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade  and  followed   the   calling  of  a   contractor 
throughout  Germany,  England,  France,  Italy,  etc.,  for  many  years  and   made 
a  reputation  for  himself  in  that  line  of  work.     He  died  in  Germany,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1893,  his  wife  having  died  November  24,  1893.     Christian  Sautter  was 
reared  in  his  native  country  and  was  given  a  liberal  education,  but  when  four- 
teen year.s  of  age   was  apprenticed  to  tlie  shoemaker's  trade,  at  which   he 
served  two  years  and  a  half.      Despite   the  protests  of  his  father,  he  then  left 
home  and  started  out  for  himself,  and  until  he  attained  his  twentieth  year   he 
worked  at  his  trade  in  the  Eepublic  of  Switzerland.     He  then  returned  to  his 
native  land  and  remained  with  his  parents  for  about  a   year,   when  he  again 
became  restless  and  dissatisfied  and  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America. 
He  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York   September   16,  1881,  at  which   time  his, 
sole  capital  consisted  of  the  munificent  sum  of  four  cents,  but  by  good  luck 
he  at  once  secured  work,  and  for  nearly  a  year  he  remained  in  that  city.      He 
then  came  west  as  far  as  Lafayette,  Indiana,  but  about  ten  months  later  went, 
to  Canton,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for   about   one    year.      At    the- 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Lafayette  and  secured  employment  with  his. 
former  employer,  with  whom  he  remained  successfully  and  profitably  employedl 
for   about  four   years.     In    May,  1886,  he  opened  a  shop   of  his  own  at  San- 
Pierre,  Indiana,  but  at  the  end  of  six  months,  although  reasonalily  successful 
there,  came  to  North  Judson  and  opened  an  establishment.     In  addition   to 
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au  excellent  repairing  establislimeut,  he  carries  a  well  selected  stock  of  boots 
aud  shoes,  aud  those  iu  search  of  footwear,  which  is  at  once  comfortable  and 
durable,  should  not  fail  to  call  on  him.  His  career  has  directly  refuted  the 
old  statement  that  "a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,  "  for,  though  he  has  seen 
considerable  of  the  world,  he  has  looked  out  for  the  main  chance  and  has 
been  keenly  alive  to  his  own  interests,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  others. 
He  has  become  a  popular  business  man  of  North  Judson  and  his  establish- 
ment is  liberally  patronized  by  the  elite  of  the  city.  He  was  married  August 
IS,  1886,  to  Miss  Louisa  Keemkorf,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  by  whom 
lie  has  two  children:  Carl,  born  July  8,  1887,  and  Lydia,  born  June  24,  1889. 
Mr.  Sautter  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  of  North  Judson,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Rebeccas  and  the  Maccabees.  In  politics  he  is  not  a  partisan,  but  votes 
according  to  his  judgment  and  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  fitted  for 
the  office. 


KELLER   &   NAVE. 

This  well-known  firm  of  general  merchants  was  established  in  1881 
by  Keller  &  Co.,  and  was  the  first  store  to  be  established  at  Ora,  Indiana, 
aud  the  business  at  that  time  far  exceeded  its  present  proportions.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  Mr.  Keller  began  doing  business  alone,  but  two  years  later 
the  present  firm  was  established  which  consists  of  Ezekiel  Keller  and  Tete 
^ave.  They  carry  an  extensive  and  well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise 
■of  about  §4,500,  consisting  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots,  shoes,  and  hard- 
ware, and  do  a  business  of  more  than  §20,000  annually.  The  heads  of  this 
firm  are  well  known  in  the  commercial  circles  of  their  section,  are  acknowl- 
edged by  even  the  most  pessimistic  to  be  men  of  honor,  and  as  a  natural 
sequence  their  establishment  is  well  patronized  by  the  best  people.  Ezekiel 
Keller,  the  senior  member  of  this  firm,  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Penn- 
;svlvania,  January  3,  1845,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Koch)  Keller,  natives 
of  Germany  who  came  to  America  when  young,  with  their  parents,  and  settled 
iu  the  Keystone  State.  Ezekiel  was  reared  iu  his  natal  State  on  a  farm,  aud 
like  the  majority  of  the  farmers'  youths  of  his  day  he  was  given  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  iu  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  In  his  early  man- 
liood  he  made  several  trips  to  Indiana,  remaining  about  a  year  each  time,  and 
would  then  return  to  his  farming  interests  iu  Pennsylvania.  In  1877  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  that  State  and  turned  his  footsteps  westward,  settling 


I 


BIOfJRAFUICAL  RECORD.  483 

at  Xorth  Judson,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Jacob  Keller,  with  whom  he  remained  some  four  years.  At  that  time  the 
Erie  Railroad  was  being  giaded,  and  Mr.  Keller  came  to  what  is  now  Ora  and 
established  the  first  store  at  this  point,  and  at  once  entered  upon  a  successful 
mercantile  career.  He  is  consequently  the  pioneer  merchant  of  the  place,  and 
since  the  railroad  has  been  completed  he  has  prospered  financiallr.  When 
he  first  engaged  in  business  he  was  commissioned  Postmaster  of  Ora.  and 
held  this  office  for  some  eight  years,  but  it  has  now  passed  into  other  hands 
and  Mr.  Kellers  time  is  fully  occupied  with  his  business  interests.  He  was 
married  in  January,  1880,  to  Miss  Carrie  Kost,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  eight  years  old,  and  she  and  her 
husband  are  now  the  parents  of  five  children:  Peter  (deceased):  Clara  A., 
Charles,  William  and  Harry.  Mr.  Keller  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  his  wife  of  the  German  Lutheran.  In  politics  he  has  alwavs 
been  a  Eepublican.  He  was  previously  married  in  1869  to  Louisa  Keller,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  1875,  having  become  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Maggie  J..  Edith  M.  and  Elnora. 

Tete  Nave,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Keller  &  Xave,  is  an  East 
Tenuesseean  by  birth,  and  first  saw  the  light  on  the  Tth  of  January.  1854. 
his  parents  being  John  T.  and  Lorina  (Jones)  Nave,  who  were  bom  in  that 
State,  but  in  1863  located  on  a  farm  in  Marion  County,  Indiana.  About  three 
years  later  they  removed  to  Starke  County,  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
North  Judson,  where  John  T.  Nave  died  March  17,  1888,  his  wife's  death 
occurring  on  the  3d  of  December,  of  the  same  year.  As  Mr.  Nave  was  a 
resident  of  Tennessee  when  the  Civil  War  came  up  he  was  pressed  into  the 
Confederate  service,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  deserted  and  came  north,  as 
the  cause  of  the  South  was  greatly  against  his  principles.  He  was  a  partici- 
pant in  several  engagements,  and  came  very  near  being  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Stone  Eiver,  a  miuie  ball  grazing  his  forehead.  Tete  Nave  was 
ten  years  old  when  his  parents  came  north,  and  thirteen  years  of  age  when 
they  came  to  Starke  County.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Starke  County,  although  his  advantages  in  this  respect  were 
by  no  means  of  the  best.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years 
old,  then  worked  out  by  the  month  for  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm,  railroad, 
etc..  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Illinois,  after  which  he  went  to  Tennessee.  Here 
he  lived  four  years  engaged  in  teaming  and  various  pursuits,  but  in  February, 
1881.  once  more  came  to  Starke  Countv,  and  located   at  Ora.      He   at  once 
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entered  the  employ  of  E.  Keller,  for  some  time  carried  the  mail  and 
hauled  all  goods  into  the  place  prior  to  the  construction  of  the  Erie  railroad. 
In  July,  1887,  he  opened  a  general  mercantile  store  at  Ora  which  he  operated 
successfully  until  January  1,  1892,  when  he  and  Mr.  Keller  consolidated  their 
interests  and  the  present  firm  of  Keller  &  Nave  was  formed.  During  Harri- 
son's administration  Mr.  Nave  was  Postmaster  of  Ora,  which  position  he  held 
a  little  over  four  years,  but  was  oiasted  when  the  Democrats  came  into  power. 
August  17,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Taylor,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  second  cousin  of  ex-Gov.  Eobert  Taylor  of  that  State.  Mr. 
Nave  is  a  Kepublican  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a  progressive  man  of 
business,  and  a  decided  acquisition  to  the  section  in  which  he  resides. 


DR,   WILLIAM   E,    PUTNAM, 

Men  do  not  choose  professions  under  accidental  circumstances,  or  if  they 
do,  their  names  almost  invariably  become  enrolled  on  the  list  of  lamentable 
failures.  In  writing  the  biographies  of  the  "  successes  "  of  the  different  voca- 
tions, we  write  for  future  as  well  as  present  readers;  and  they  will  ask  "why 
successful,  and  how?  "  In  answering  this  question  it  is  but  necessary  to  give 
a  short  sketch  of  the  career  of  Dr.  William  E.  Putnam,  of  Whiting,  Ind.,  for 
he  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man  and  the  struggles  and 
triumphs  of  his  career  will  teach  a  useful  lesson  to  the  rising  generation.  He 
is  a  product  of  Goodrich,  Mich.,  where  he  was  born  in  1861,  but  six  months 
after  his  birth  his  parents,  Edward  and  Mary  Putnam,  separated  and  a  kind 
aunt,  Mrs.  Betsey  Kay  Wilson,  took  care  of  him  until  he  was  seven  years  old. 
At  that  tender  age  he  started  out  to  fight  life's  battles  as  a  newsboy  in  Sag- 
inaw, Mich.,  and  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nine  years  he  became  a  bell- 
boy in  a  hotel  in  that  city.  He  began  working  in  a  lumber  yard  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  but  at  this  time  began  to  realize  the  need  of  a  good  education  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  pursuing  the  paths  of  learning  in  a  log  school 
house  on  the  Flint  Eiver  in  Michigan.  He  labored  from  four  o'clock  a.  m.  to 
eleven  p.  m.  for  the  men  with  whom  he  made  his  home,  and  all  for  the  privilege 
of  attending  school  five"  hours  a  day,  but  by  the  time  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  determined  to  enter  the  Valparaiso  Normal  School,  which  was 
under  the  management  of  Prof.  H.  B.  Brown,   in    which  institution  he  took  a 
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four  years'  course.  During  this  time,  iu  order  to  defray  liis  expenses,  lie 
"  pocketed  his  pride"  and  waited  on  table  and  sawed  wood,  and  so  earnest  and 
conscientious  was  be  in  bis  labors  botli  in  school  and  out,  that  the  attention 
of  Prof.  Brown  was  called  to  him,  and  be  assured  young  Putnam  that  if  be 
ever  stood  in  need  of  a  friend,  he  would  be  that  friend.  While  working  bis 
way  through  school  at  Valparaiso,  he  was  chairman  of  half  a  dozen  debating 
societies  and  iu  the  Mock  Congress  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  of 
Chicago,  and  iu  reply  to  the  question  "Can  a  poor  boy  study  medicine?  "  the 
Doctor  is  eminently  fitted  bj'  experience  to  answer  in  the  affirmative,  for  dur- 
ing this  time  he  also  married  and  purchased  a  little  home  in  Saginaw,  Mich., 
iu  which  he  installed  his  mother  and  which  he  dedicated  to  her  use  for  life. 
At  twenty-eight,  be  finished  a  four  years'  course  at  Rush  Medical  College  and 
began  practicing  bis  profession  in  Menominee,  Mich.,  but  iu  1890  moved  to 
Whiting,  Ind.  For  some  time  after  locating  iu  this  place  be  continued  bis 
medical  and  surgical  studies  iu  Rush  Medical  College,  attending  lectures  iu 
this  institution  two  days  oiit  the  week  and  pursued  the  study  of  clinical  sur- 
gery and  the  new  treatment  of  diseases  in  the  Presbyterian  and  Alexiau  Bros. 
Hospitals.  Dr.  Putnam  is  now  the  surgeon  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  the 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Compauj',  The  Lake  Shore  Ry.  Co.,  the  B.  &  O. 
Ry.  Co.,  and  the  Calumet  Terminal  Ry.  Co.,  and  is  also  medical  examiner 
for  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  the  New 
York  Life,  the  Equitable  Life  of  New  York  City,  the  Michigan  Mutual,  the 
Uuiou  Central  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the  Masonic  Aid  of  Chicago,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  K.  of  P.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Maccabees,  the  Foresters,  and  the  Kuights 
of  St.  Johns.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  finest  surgeons  in  Northern  Indiana 
and  his  reputation  as  such  has  already  gone  abroad  and  has  won  him  a  lucra- 
tive practice.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  K.  of  P.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Foresters  and  the  Maccabees.  He  is  also 
chairman  of  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  Suuday 
School  superintendent,  iu  fact,  is  active  in  church  work.  In  1886  be  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Wilson,  of  Menominee,  Mich.,  by  whom  be  has 
four  handsome,  attractive  and  intelligent  children:  Lizzie,  Irene,  Eugene  and 
Edna.  The  Doctor  ranks  very  high  iu  the  medical  fraternity,  and  bis  diag- 
nosis of  a  disease  is  comprehensive,  accurate  and  quick,  his  application  of 
remedies  speedy  and  bold,  and  the  result  is  that  his  patronage  is  continually 
and  rapidly  growing  in  proportions,  and  at  the  same  rate  be  is  prospering 
financiall)-. 
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GEORGE  M.   OSBOKN. 

(DECEASED.) 

TLe  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all;  notliing  of  the  phj-sical  mau  is  left. 
The  moDument  which  his  children  or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the 
cemetery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  liis  life,  his  achievements, 
the  work  he  has  accomplished,  which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpet- 
uated by  a  record  of  this  kind.  To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions 
we  engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  collect  the  attainable  facts 
of  their  history.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people 
of  the  country  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  their  pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement  and  relate  the  story  of  their  progress.  Among  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  stands  the  name  of  George  M 
Osborn  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  30,  1802.  When  a  boy  he  immi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  where  the  family  was  among 
the  fii-st  pioneers.  Here  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  married  Miss 
Anna  Hull,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  For  a  number  of  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  engased  in  farming  in  the  Buckeve  State,  but  in  18iO  he  sold  out 
and  removed  with  his  family  to  Starke  County,  landing  in  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington Township  in  June  of  that  year.  He  entered  eighty  acres  of  laud  near 
Eagle  Lake.  At  that  time  his  familv  consisted  of  his  wife  and  sis  children: 
Japheth,  Lucy,  William,  John  W..  Eliza  and  Samuel.  There  were  but  five 
other  families  in  the  county  at  that  time,  not  a  church  or  school  house,  nor 
even  a  road  laid  out.  In  fact  there  was  no  school  for  several  years  afterward. 
Preaching  was  held  in  the  log  cabins  of  the  settlers  and  the  Osborn  home  was 
the  resort  for  religious  services  and  Sunday  School.  The  first  white  man  to 
die  in  the  county  was  Peter  Tuman  who  came  from  Ohio.  His  death  occurred 
in  1842  and  Mr.  Osborn  made  the  cofiiu  for  interment.  Our  subject  also  laid 
out  the  first  road  in  Starke  County,  and  built  the  first  frame  house  in  1843  for 
his  brother-in-law.  William  Atkinson.  This  house  is  still  standing,  three 
miles  east  of  Ober.  At  the  time  Mr.  Osborn  settled  in  what  is  now  Washing- 
ton Township,  Starke  County  was  not  organized  but  was  attached  to  Marshall 
County.  He  erected  a  log  cabin  and  began  at  once  to  clear  and  improve  a 
portion  of  the  wilds.  In  those  early  days  they  had  nothing  to  help  themselves 
with  except  their  own  strong  hands  and  sturdy  independence.     Indians  were 
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numerous  aud  wolves  were  pleutiful  and  troublesome,  often  killing  sheep  and 
other  stock.  Mr.  Osborn  did  not  live  to  see  many  improvemeuts  made  in  the 
county,  his  death  occurring  in  July,  1844.  His  wife  had  died  during  the 
April  previous.  Shortly  after  his  residence  there  Mr.  Osborn  got  apple  seed 
from  the  east  and  planted  the  first  orchard  in  the  county,  some  of  the  trees 
still  standing  on  the  old  place.  The  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  left  six 
orphans  alone  in  the  world,  in  a  new  country  among  Indians  and  wild  animals. 
The  eldest  was  twent}'  years  of  age  aud  the  youngest  four.  The  eldest,  Japli- 
eth,  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  July  24, 1824,  and  died  July  2,  1882. 
He  never  married  and  was  a  substantial  farmer  of  Starke  County  for  many 
years.  Lucy,  the  eldest  daughter,  died  in  the  spring  of  1867.  AVhen  Mr. 
Osborn  first  settled  in  the  county  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  mill  over  in  Marshall 
County,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  it  being  the  only  mill  in  the  section.  This 
mill  had  but  one  set  of  burrs,  and  corn,  rye,  wheat,  buckwheat  and  everything 
went  thi'ough  the  same  hopper.  No  complaints  were  made  about  poor  flour  in 
those  days.  It  was  considered  first-class  and  a  luxury  to  have  wheat  bread. 
Mr.  Osborn  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  made  barrels,  and  half-bushels  for  the 
surrounding  couutrj-.  Flax  was  raised  from  which  the  clothing  was  made. 
Wild  game  furnished  them  meat;  they  frequently  feasted  on  venison,  and  at 
times  killed  a  wild  hog.  They  had  very  little  sugar  at  that  time  aud  used  wild 
honey  instead  as  it  was  very  plentiful.  Of  the  other  children  born  to  Mr. 
Osborn's  marriage,  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  William  Turnbull  and  now  resides 
on  a  farm  in  North  Bend  Township,  this  county.  Her  husband  died  about 
1891. 


WILLIAM  OSBORN, 

Among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Starke  County  who  came  from  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  have  here  made  an  indelible  impress  upon  the  agricultural 
districts  of  the  county,  none  deserves  more  honorable  mention  than  does  Will- 
iam Osborn,  for  he  is  not  only  well  to  do  in  worldly  goods,  but  is  rich  in 
friends  aud  in  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  product  of  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  born  August  4,  1827,  while  his  parents  were  residing  in  that 
section  for  a  short  time.  From  his  first  year  until  his  thirteenth,  his  home 
was  in  Delaware  County,  but  in  June,  1840,  he  was  bronght  by  his  parents  to 
Starke  County,  Indiana,  of  which  he  is  now  the  oldest  settler  living.  He  well 
remembers  the  wilderness  which  existed  at  that    time,    and  that  the  redman 
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was  numerous  but  not  troublesome.  A  man  by  tlie  name  of  Garver  had 
previously  settled  iu  the  neighborhood  iu  which  the  Osborn  family  located, 
and  had  rented  some  land  to  the  Indians,  who  had  raised  a  few  acres  of  corn, 
and  the  father  of  AVilliam  Osborn  purchased  corn.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  William  was  left  an  orphan,  and  as  he  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  entire  burden  of  their  support  fell  upon  his  youthful  shoulders, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  work  early  and  late  to  "  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door." 
After  clearing  considerable  land  iu  Washington  Township,  he,  with  his  younger 
brothers  and  sisters,  moved  to  North  Bend  Township  iu  1846,  where  they 
entered  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land,  which  was  much  more  fertile  and  valuable 
land  than  where  they  had  first  settled.  Owing  to  the  great  responsibility 
that  rested  upon  him  at  the  death  of  his  parents,  which  occurred,  about  four 
years  after  the  family  had  located  in  this  section,  he  was  deprived  of  educa- 
tional advantages.  For  some  time,  he  worked  out  by  the  month  for  $6.00 
per  month,  and  never  received  over  $12.00  per  month  for  his  services.  By 
hard  work,  careful  management  and  economy,  lie  at  last  got  a  start,  and  has 
long  been  classed  as  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  and  substantial  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  county.  During  the  first  years  of  his  residence 
here,  there  was  no  way  of  obtaining  money  except  in  the  sale  of  furs  and 
skins  from  deer  and  other  wild  animals.  There  was  no  market  and  no  use  for 
a  market,  as  there  was  onlj'  enough  raised  for  home  consumption.  Later,  he 
hauled  wheat  to  Michigan  City,  a  distance  of  forty-two  miles,  and  after  paying 
toll  over  bridges  and  plank  roads,  would  receive  fifty  cents  per  bushel  for  his 
grain,  and  then  thought  he  was  doing  well  and  driving  an  excellent  bargain. 
In  this  way,  years  passed  by,  new  settlers  arrived,  the  county  was  organized 
and  towns  began  to  spring  up  here  and  there,  real  estate  began  to  be  more  and 
more  valuable,  until  at  the  present  time  the  estate  of  380  acres  of  which  Mr. 
Osborn  is  the  owner,  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  in  the 
■county.  The  owner  has  spared  no  pains  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
and  on  this  place  are  three  dwelling  houses,  three  barns  and  three  wind  pumps, 
two  of  the  places  being  given  over  to  tenants.  Mr.  Osborn  is  one  of  those 
few  men  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  during  the  long  term  of  years 
that  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county,  his  good  name  has  remained 
untarnished,  and  much  has  been  said  in  his  praise  for  the  faithful  manner 
in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  that  have  come  to  him  through  life. 
He  is  of  a  commanding  presence,  is  intelligent  and  well  posted  on  all  matters 
of  general  interest,  and  he  has  ever  been   a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
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ci'at  party.  He  wields  a  wide  influeuce  iu  the  political  affairs  of  his  section 
aud  has  frequently  beau  urged  to  become  a  candidate  for  different  offices,  and 
could  have  held  any  office  within  the  gift  of  the  county  had  he  desired  to  do 
so,  but  he  has  always  steadfastly  refused  political  preferment,  much  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  own  private  affairs.  In  February,  184'J, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Owens,  a  native  of  Bartholomew  County, 
Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  the  following  children:  Amos,  who  resides  on  and 
tills  a  part  of  the  old  homestead;  William  W.,  a  resident  of  Ober;  John,  a 
banker  at  Marmont;  George  M.,  who  also  resides  on  the  old  homestead: 
Leonard,  and  Delia,  who  married  Albert  Overmeyer,  and  resides  iu  Marshall 
County.  Mr.  Osborn  and  his  worthy  wife  are  members  of  the  Advent  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon. 


WILLIAM   W.   OSBORN. 

Many  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising  citizens  of  North  Bend 
Township  are  natives  of  this  county,  and  have  here  spent  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives.  In  them  we  find  men  of  true  loj'alty  to  the  interests  of  this  part 
of  the  State,  who  understand,  as  it  were,  by  instinct  the  needs,  social  and  indus- 
trial, of  this  vicinity,  and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  resources. 
They  are  therefore  better  adapted  to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger,  and  are 
probably  without  exception  warmly  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  their  native 
place.  William  W.  Osborn,  one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  North  Bend 
Township,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  this  town- 
ship, June  30,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Louisa  (Owens)  Osborn.  He 
was  reared  in  the  old  home  place,  and  like  the  average  farm  boy,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools.  Later  he  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Plymouth,  and  in  this  way  secured  a  fair  education.  On  the  farm  of  his 
father  he  learned  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  which  have  remained 
witl)  him  through  life,  and  which  have  brought  him  in  substantial  returns. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  took  charge  of  his  father's  large  estate,  and 
carried  on  the  work  very  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  In  April,  1891,  he 
moved  to  Ober,  where  he  has  a  handsome  and  commodious  residence,  and  he 
is  now  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  and  hay.  His  annual  ship- 
ments amount  to  over  100  car  loads,  his  markets  being  at  Pittsburgh,  Balti- 
more, Washingfton  and  other  eastern  cities.     In  addition  to  his  business  at  Ober 
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he  owns  200  hay  meadow  acres  in  Washingtou  Township  and  200  acres  more 
pasturage  growing  with  a  good  flowing  well  on  same,  in  North  Bend  Township. 
Although  a  young  man  our  subject  has  accumraulated  a  fair  share  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  as  a  farmer,  as  well  as  business  man,  has  displayed  excel- 
lent judgment.  His  happy  domestic  life  began  September  18,  1880,  when 
Miss  Inez  Anderson,  a  native  of  Somerset,  Indiana,  became  his  bride.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Susanna  (Drook)  Anderson.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Maud  P.,  born 
September  28,  1881,  and  Kalph,  born  September  20,  1890.  Mr.  Osborn  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  at  Knox,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  that  order. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  United  Brethren  Church,  iu  which 
Mr.  Osborn  has  served  as  steward,  and  they  are  active  and  earnest  workers  iu 
the  same.  In  politics  Mr.  Osborn  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  County  Treasurer  in  1892.  Although 
Mr.  Osborn  has  met  with  many  losses  and  discouragements,  he  has  ever  per- 
severed, and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  tiiis  section.  In  the 
spring  of  1881,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  he  lost  nearly  all  his  stock  by  fire, 
but  he  went  actively  to  work  again,  and  is  now  on  a  firm  foundation. 


DR.   JOSEPH   C.   WATSON. 

The  inscription  on  the  old  Grecian  temples,  "  Know  thyself,"  is  written 
in  the  hearts  of  men  of  this  generation  who  devote  their  lives  to  the  healing 
of  the  sick  and  the  prpvention  of  disease.  So  earnestly  and  so  persistently 
and  so  scientifically  have  they  pursued  their  investigations,  and  so  generously 
have  they  imparted  their  knowledge  each  to  the  other,  that  it  now  really 
seems  as  though  the  power  of  life  and  death  were  in  the  hands  of  the  live 
and  progressive  physicians  of  to-day.  Their  operations,  especially  in  the  line  of 
surgery,  have  given  to  the  profession  the  distinction  of  the  greatest  among  the 
great.  Dr.  Watson  makes  a  specialty  of  tliis  branch  of  the  practice,  and  has 
become  well  known  throughout  Lake  and  surrounding  counties.  He  was  born 
in  Warsaw,  Indiana,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1859,  to  John  B.  and  Saloma 
(Heisler)  Watson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  in  1829,  and  the  latter  in  1835.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph 
Watson,  was  also  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1800,  and  was  of  Scotch 
origin.     He  was  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  by  occupation,  but  at  an  early  day 
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he  became  a  resideut  of  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  called  from  life 
iu  April,  1865.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  in  his  religioiis  belief  was  a 
Universalist.  His  wife,  Barbara  Bender,  bore  him  twelve  children,  ten  of 
whom  married  and  reared  families:  James,  of  Rochester,  Indiana;  David,  wha 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  now  lives  at  Beber,  California;  Samuel,  also 
served  in  the  war  and  resides  at  Beber;  Jacob,  served  in  the  war  and  died 
at  Carson  City,  Nevada,  unmarried;  George,  lives  in  Iowa;  Joseph,  of  Mt. 
Gilead,  Ohio;  John,  William,  Barbara  (Smith),  Louisa  (Smith),  Amanda 
(McGowen),  and  Catherine.  John  B.  Watson  received  a  good  education  iu 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  teaching  the  greater  part 
(if  his  life.  He  held  a  number  of  township  offices,  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1855' 
lie  came  to  Warsaw,  Indiana,  iu  which  place  he  made  his  home  until  his  death 
in  January,  1883,  having  a  few  years  previous  to  that  time  been  in  the  drug 
business.  His  widow  and  two  children  survive  him:  Joseph  C.  and  John  B. 
Marearet,  now  deceased,  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  P.  S.  Coole;  Ida  died 
unmarried  and  another  child  died  in  infancy.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Charles  Heisler,  who  came  from  Stuttgart,  Ger- 
many, about  1816,  and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  he  subsequently  operated 
a  distillery.  After  a  time  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Lexington, 
Ohio,  and  in  1853  came  to  Warsaw,  Indiana,  where  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  to  which  occupation  he  reared  his  sons,  George  and 
Frederick.  His  daughters  were  Mariah,  Mary,  Sarah,  Lousia,  Letitia  and 
Saloma.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the  town  of  Warsaw,  and 
in  1877  opened  a  drug  establishment  iu  that  place,  which  he  conducted  for 
about  ten  years.  In  the  meantime  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  Shackelford  in  1885,  and  iu  1886  he  entered  the  Medical  College  of 
Indiana,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1888.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  located  at  Knox,  Indiana,  but  in  1890  became  a  resident  of 
Hobart.  Throughout  his  practice  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  surgery,  ha.s 
performed  many  difficult  operations,  and  has  served  as  surgeon  of  lioth  the 
railroads  at  Knox,  being  now  the  surgeon  of  the  New  York,  Chicago  it  St. 
Louis.  Socially,  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  For- 
esters of  America.  July  10,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Yates,  a  native  of  New  Harrisburg,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  AVilliam  and 
Esther  (Drudge)  Yates,  uatives  of  Ohio.  The  father  was  of  German  descent, 
a  miller  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Big  Rapids,  Michigan.      Mrs.  Watson  was 
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oue  of  their  seven  cliildren,  four  sous  and  three  daughters,  and  is  herself  the 
mother  of  one  chikl,  Lew  W.,  by  Dr.  Watson.  This  worthy  couple  occupy  a 
prominent  place  in  public  estimation,  and  tliey  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


GEORGE   W.   EXAYER. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  the  present  very  efficient  Trustee  of  North  Bend 
Township,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
enterprising,  reliable  and  substantial  citizens  of  the  county,  in  the  affairs  of 
which  he  has  always  shown  a  decided  interest,  and  which  he  has  aided,  both 
by  money  and  influence.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  April  11, 
1854,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Baker)  Exaver,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many to  America  many  years  ago,  the  father's  attention  throughout  life  being 
devoted  to  tilling  the  soil.  George  AV.  Exaver  was  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Fulton  County,  where  George  grew  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  details  of  farming.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  rural  home  for  two  or  three  months  during  the  year,  but 
as  at  that  day,  tliey  were  not  conducted  in  a  ver}'  commendable  manner,  his 
progress  in  the  paths  of  learning  was  not  as  rapid  as  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  In  February,  1884,  he  moved  and  settled  on  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  North  Bend  Township,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  and  on  this 
farm  lie  has  since  continued  to  make  his  home,  althougti  he  has,  through 
industry  and  good  management,  greatly  improved  it  in  the  way  of  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  and  put  it  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
a  Trustee  of  his  township,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  was  re-elected 
for  four  years,  which  term  will  expire  during  1895.  He  has  been  an  efficient 
and  competent  official,  as  his  long  tenure  of  office  would  indicate,  and  has 
many  friends  among  those  who  differ,  as  well  as  among  those  who  agree  with 
him  politically.  On  the  24th  of  September,  1878,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss 
Samautha  Pontions,  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1884,  bought  land  in 
and  moved  to  Starke  County,  Indiana.  By  his  wife  he  has  sis  children,  as 
follows:  Mary  A.,  George  W.,  John  A.,  Charles  F.,  Frank  L.,  and  Philomeua 
J.,    the  latter  of  whom  died  April  18,  1894.      Mr.  Exaver  is  a   member  of  the 
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K.  O.  T.  M.,  at  Monterey,  Indiana,  and  is  M.  A.  of  Tent  No.  69.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party  have  always  found  in  him  a  warm  and  active 
supporter  and  he  has  always  been  a  patron  of  causes  calculated  to  benefit 
the  section  in  which  he  makes  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 


JOHN   FISCHRUPP. 

From  early  historical  days,  when  Northern  Italy  was  the  Mecca  of  mer- 
chants, and  when,  by  internecine  troubles  and  foreign  wars,  were  scattered 
the  goldsmiths,  workers  in  steel,  leather  merchants  and  dealers  in  oriental 
stuffs  to  the  four  winds,  Germany  has  been  at  the  head  of  commercial  life. 
No  other  merchants  show  such  great  energy  and  such  foresight  as  do  they. 
Those  that  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  brought  with  them 
their  strength  in  this  direction,  and  to  them  America  is  indebted,  in  a  great 
degree,  for  being  so  widely  known  as  one  of  the  greatest  marts  of  the  world. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  Frederick  and  Pauline  (Keluer)  Fischrupp,  wei-e 
natives  of  Germany,  and  there  resided  until  about  1854,  when  they  came  to 
the  United  States.  They  first  settled  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  the  father 
carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe  business  there  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Whiting,  Indiana,  and  a  most  worthy  citizen.  His  children, 
seven  in  number,  were  named  as  follows:  Minnie,  Anna,  Mary,  Louise, 
Sophia,  John  and  Fred.  TJie  original  of  this  brief  memoir  was  born  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  December  23,  1866,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  citj'.  During  his  youth  he  learned  the  painter's  trade  and  followed  it  for 
some  time  in  Chicago,  but  in  1887  he  came  to  Whiting,  where,  in  1890,  he 
and  his  brother  Fred  opened  a  grocery  store  on  a  small  scale.  Their  lousiness 
increased  rapidly  and  they  now  carry  a  large  stock  of  groceries,  supplies,  etc., 
iinder  the  firm  name  of  Fischrupp  Bros.  They  also  deal,  to  some  extent,  in  real 
estate,  and  have  been  very  successful  in  both  this  and  merchandising.  They 
own  considerable  real  estate,  aside  from  the  store  and  the  building  adjoining 
it,  and  they  are  reliable  and  enterprising  young  business  men.  Our  subject 
is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm.  He  was  married  October  24,  1893,  to  Miss 
Ida  Zarndt,  of  Tolleston,  Indiana.  Fred,  the  brother,  was  born  in  Chicago 
in  1872.  Being  the  youngest  of  the  firm  he  received  an  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  year  1892  graduated  in  the  Byrant  and  Stratton's 
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Business  College  of  Chicago.  Making  au  early  start  iu  business  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  was  successful  iu  all  he  uudertook  which  makes  the  future 
very  bright.  He  has  also  had  the  experience  of  being  a  carpenter  and 
painter  and  hardwood  finisher,  and,  last  of  all,  bookkeeper,  which  is  the 
most  worthy  part  in  business,  while  he  now  is  one  of  the  head  of  the  firm, 
and  maintains  the  name  of  a  worthy  and  upright  citizen  of  his  town,  being 
very  popular  with  the  public. 


ANTON   H.    TAPPER, 

In  noting  the  business  interests  of  a  city  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  point  to  the  success  of  such  a  house  as  tliat  of  Tapper  &  Thiem,  dealers 
m  flour  and  feed,  at  Hammond,  Indiana,  for  the  reason  that  their  success  may 
be  used  as  a  fair  gauge  of  the  average  of  prosperity  in  the  comnmnity.  Like 
many  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  county  Mr.  Tapper  is  a  native  of  German)', 
born  in  Emden,  March  14,  1868,  his  parents  being,  Bertus  and  Gretze  (Klof- 
korn, )  Tapper,  natives  of  tlie  old  country.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
a  sailor,  died  iu  the  old  country.  The  mother  subsequently  married  Mr.  Tap- 
per and  the  children  were  given  that  name.  About  1873  the  family  took  pas- 
sage for  the  United  States  and  on  arriving  on  this  coast,  made  direct  for 
Chicago.  There  the  parents  resided  for  some  time  and  them  moved  to  Lan- 
sing, Illinois.  In  1880  the  Tapper  family  moved  to  Hammond  and  there  has 
resided  ever  since,  Mr.  Tapper  the  father  having  died  in  1881.  Four  cliiklren 
were  born  to  Mrs.  Tapper's  first  union,  our  subject  being  the  only  survivor. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hammond  and  for  some  time  after- 
ward was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  In  1887  he  embarked  in  his 
present  business  and  iu  August,  1893,  took  iu  as  partner,  Mas  C.  Thiem.  They 
have  'succeeded  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectations  and  command  the 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  in  a  business  way.  Our 
subject  has  considerable  property  to  look  after,  owning  much  real  estate  him- 
self and  looking  after  that  owned  by  his  mother.  A  magnificient  structure  is 
now  in  pi'ocess  of  building  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  He  is  a  wideawake,  thorough 
^oing  young  man  and  is  possessed  of  unusual  business  acumen. 
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WILLIAM   H.    SNYDER. 

He  who  is  careful  iu  small  things  and  who  earns  a  I'eputation  for  honesty 
^ud  reliability  by  strictly  keeping  the  promises  he  has  made,  is  already  on  the 
road  to  a  successful  and  useful  life.  As  a  sound,  upright  and  reliable  man 
there  is  none  more  worthy  the  name  than  William  H.  Snyder,  of  Ora,  Starke 
County,  Indiana.  He  was  born  at  Columbus,  Indiana,  December  19,  1854 
and  is  a  son  of  James  B.  and  Maritta  (Thompson)  Snyder,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  father  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  moved 
from  Ohio  to  Columbus,  Indiana,  and  the  same  year  (1853)  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Thompson  and  here  William  H.  was  born.  Soon  after  this 
the  family  moved  back  to  Ohio  where  the  second  child,  Mary  Ellen,  was  born, 
and  then  the  family  moved  to  Minnesota  where  they  remained  one  year,  during 
which  time,  the  wife  and  mother  (Maritta)  died.  Mr.  Snyder,  with  his  two 
children,  then  went  back  to  Ohio,  his  former  home,  and  while  there  married 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Julia  Miller,  and  soon  afterward  started  again  for 
Minnesota,  but  was  detained  for  three  months  at  Wabash,  Indiana,  by  the  sick- 
ness of  his  wife  and  upon  resuming  his  journey  was  again  detained  for  the 
same  reason  in  Cook  County,  Illinois,  where  he  finally  concluded  to  remain 
and  where  he  farmed  for  two  years.  He  then  gave  up  the  idea  of  going  to 
Minnesota  and  concluded  to  locate  in  Michigan,  but  on  the  way  to  that  State 
stopped  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years 
and  also  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  shoemaking.  At  the  end  of  the  two  years 
he  moved  to  Pulaski  County  and  there  rented  a  farm  for  two  years,  succeeding 
which  he  lived  for  eleven  years  iu  Starke  County,  then  went  back  to  Pulaski 
County  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  for  twelve  years  and  then  bought 
a  fai'm  and  village  property  at  Ora,  Indiana  and  here  still  resides  and  operates 
a  livery  barn.  Honest,  industrious  and  persevering,  he  has  accumulated  a  fair 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  in  all  his  business  dealings  bears  the  name  of 
an  honest  man. 

William  H.  Snyder,  his  son  and  our  subject  was  married  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  to  Miss  Sarah  Brown  who  was  born  in  Starke  County,  Indiana, 
and  bore  her  husband  five  children;  Nellie,  Dora  and  Nora  (twins)  living, 
James  and  Harvey,  deceased.     The  latter  was  born  in  Pulaski  County  and  the 
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others  in  Starke  County.  Mr.  Snyder  farmed  in  these  two  counties  until  1883 
when  he  moved  to  Illinois  where  he  continued  that  occupation  five  years.  In 
1882  he  and  his  wife  separated  and  in  1888  were  legally  divorced.  In  1891 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillie  French  who  bore  him  three  children 
and  died.  The  children  were  Pearlie,  Hattie  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Upon 
his  return  to  Starke  County  Mr.  Snyder  farmed  for  one  year  and  then  moved 
to  Ora  and  opened  a  saloon  which  he  conducted  three  years  and  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  Charles  Eeinbolt  and  they  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  on 
agriculture,  undertaking  and  the  saloon  business  and  are  doing  a  business  of 
§8,000  per  annum.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  man  of  good  address  and  makes  a  good 
citizen.  He  takes  an  interest  in  all  movements  that  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
public.     In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Democrat. 


MICHAEL   KELLEY. 

The  intelligence  and  ability  shown  by  Michael  Kelley  as  a  progressive 
tiller  of  the  soil,  and  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  advancement  of 
measures  for  the  good  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  caused  him  long  since  to 
be  classed  among  the  leading  citizens  of  his  section.  All  that  he  has  achieved 
or  gained  has  principally  come  as  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  and  he  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  determined  way  in  which  he  faced  and  overcame  many 
difficulties.  He  is  a  native  of  the  green  Isle  of  Erin,  born  September  29, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Kodger  and  Johanna  (Carroll)  Kelley,  natives  of  that 
country  also.  Led  by  the  promises  of  the  western  prairies  of  this  country, 
the  father,  Eodger  Kelley,  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1850,  and 
landed  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852,  the  mother, 
Johanna,  with  three  children,  Michael  being  the  youngest,  came  to  this 
country  also;  lauded  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  joined 
the  husband  and  fatlier  in  the  city  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  at  which  place  they 
remained  for  a  short  time.  In  the  fall  of  1856.  they  came  to  Starke  County, 
Indiana,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  North  Bend  Township,  where 
both  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  tlie  father  dying  in  18G3,  and  the 
mother  in  1873.  Michael  came  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  with  his  parents 
when  about  eleven  years  of  age,  and  his  youthful  days  were  passed  in  helping 
his  father  till  the  soil.  His  scholastic  training  was  received  in  the  common 
schools,   and  after  the  death  of  the  father,   the  farm  was  carried  on  by  the 
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cliildreu.  Oar  subject  lias  resided  in  North  Bend  Township  ever  since  ami  is 
now  the  owner  of  two  farms,  one  of  320  acres  and  one  of  197  acres  of  land, 
besides  some  city  property  in  Knox;  all  the  result  of  industry  and  good 
management  on  his  part.  His  buildings  are  all  first-class  and  everj-thing 
about  the  place  indicates  that  an  experienced  and  skillful  hand  is  at  the  helm. 
Scarcely  had  he  become  of  age  when  he  was  elected  Assessor  of  North  Bend 
Township,  giving  general  satisfaction,  and  iu  the  year  1874  was  elected 
County  Recorder,  and  served  two  terms  of  four  years  each,  filling  that  posi- 
tion in  a  very  satisfactorj'  manner,  during  which  time  he  helped  to  prepare 
and  write  up  a  set  of  abstract  books  of  Starke  County,  which  is  considei'ed  to 
be  as  good  a  piece  of  work  as  there  is  in  the  State.  Aside  from  these  eight 
years,  he  has  resided  on  Iiis  farm,  with  the  exception  of  about  one  year  spent 
in  Winamac,  Indiana.  On  the  1st  day  of  June,  1876,  Mr.  Kellej-  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Josephine  M.  Malany,  a  native  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  seven 
children  have  been  given  them:  John,  Leo,  Eva,  Agues,  Jennie,  Anastasia  and 
Mabel.  Mr.  Kelley  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Maccabees  at  Monterey, 
and  he  and  Mrs.  Kelley  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs.  Uprightness  and 
honesty  have  marked  his  career  in  life,  and  he  has  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all. 


SAMUEL   K00NT2,    SR. 

Since  the  year  1847,  this  worthy  citizeu  has  been  a  resident  of  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  and  has  made  his  home  iu  the  vicinity  of  what  is  familiarly 
known  as  ■'  Koontz's  Lake."  He  comes  of  worthy  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock 
which  has  never  failed  its  countrj'  in  time  of  war  or  peace,  and  his  ancestors 
were  active  participants  in  the  struggles  with  our  hereditary  enemy — Great 
Britain — during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  AVar  of  1812,  He  owes  bis^ 
nativity  to  Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  in  the 
year  1814,  and  remained  under  the  slielter  of  the  parental  roof  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  during  wliicli  time  he  had  acquired  a  practical  train- 
ing as  a  tanner,  a  business  he  afterward  pursued  in  Ohio,  from  the  time  of 
his  arrival  there,  in  1835,  until  his  removal  to  the  section  in  which  he  now 
resides,  in  1847,  He  was  then  a  young  man  of  fine  physique  and  possessed 
suflBcient  penetration  to  realize  that  that  portion  of  Starke  County  in  the 
vicinity  of  Koontz's  Lake  was  the  ideal  spot  on  which  to  make  a  home  for 
32 
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himself  and  bis  little  family,  and  there  he  and  his  descendants  remain  in 
undisputed  possession  of  over  2,000  acres  of  fine,  arable  land.  He  first  entered 
600  acres  of  land  which  he  tilled  for  some  time,  then  built  thereon  a  sawmill, 
and  after  a  time  recalling  his  early  training  as  a  tanner,  he  erected  a  tannerj' 
near  the  site  of  his  present  gristmill,  but  upon  finding  this  by  no  means  a 
profitable  investment,  he,  in  1850,  established  his  present  gristmill.  The 
erection  of  this  mill  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  early  settlers,  who  patronized 
it  for  forty  miles  around,  and  the  United  States  Government  recognizing  Mr. 
Kooutz's  efforts  sent  surveyors  to  the  scene  who  eventually  conferred  upon 
Samuel  Kooutz,  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  the  sole  right  and  own- 
ership of  all  the  waters  known  as  Koontz's  Lake,  in  consideration  of  the  fact 
that  this  gristmill  should  be  kept  in  active  operation  for  the  convenience  of 
tlie  then  present  and  incoming  settlers,  ad  infinitum.  These  considerations 
were  carefully  carried  out  by  Mr.  Koontz,  Sr.,  as  long  as  he  actively  superin- 
tended the  mill,  and  at  present  just  as  faithfullj'  by  his  sou,  Samuel  Kooutz, 
Jr.,  who  has  been  in  active  charge  since  1862.  AYheu  the  great  Civil  War 
came  on  Mi-.  Koontz,  Sr.,  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Union,  was  outspoken 
in  his  views  and  taught  his  children  to  love  the  grand  old  stars  and  stripes 
and  the  land  which  gave  them  birth.  Mr.  Koontz  has  been  married  twice  and 
by  his  first  wife  became  the  father  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  survive, 
Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Daniel,  and  by  his  second  wife  became  the  father  of  four 
children,  three  daughters  surviving.  One  is  the  wife  of  Attorney  H.  A.  Wood- 
worth,  another  the  wife  of  P.  C.  Woodworth,  farmer,  and  the  third  is  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Paul,  a  successful  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Marshall  County.  Although 
Mr.  Koontz  has  liberally  endowed  his  children  with  lands  and  money,  yet  he 
possess  in  his  own  right  his  old  time  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  with 
about  1,000  acres  of  some  of  the  finest  land  of  which  this  country  can  boast, 
in  adjacent  portions  of  Starke,  Marshall  and  St.  Joseph  Counties.  Although 
in  his  eightieth  year,  he  is  the  picture  of  health  and  vitality,  a  fine  example 
.of  the  correct  mode  of  living  and  obeying  the  laws  of  nature. 


SAMUEL  KOONTZ,  JR. 

This  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  father  is  an  Ohioan  by  birth,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Koontz's  Lake  in  1847  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
He  grew  up  a  sturdy  youngster  with  a  keen  intellect  and  practical  views,  and 
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at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  was  capable  of  taking  complete  charge  of  his 
father's  mill,  which  he  has  operated  most  successfully  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  always  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighboi's  and  fellow  citizens, 
and  has  held  a  number  of  important  official  positions,  being  elected  in  the  fall 
of  1890  to  the  position  of  County  Treasurer  of  Starke  County.  Although  the 
county  was  overwhelmingly  Democratic,  Mr.  Koontz  came  very  near  running 
ahead  of  every  competitor.  The  most  of  his  attention,  however,  is  given  to  his 
mill,  which  of  late  years  has  been  enlarged  bj'  the  addition  of  a  top  story  and 
fitted  up  with  machinery  of  the  rolling  mill  process  of  the  latest  and  most 
approved  kinds.  With  its  fine  line  of  machinery,  it  is  no  wonder  that  this 
mill  has  now  the  reputation  of  turning  out  a  grade  of  flour  second  to  none  in 
the  United  States,  and  equalled  (if  at  all)  by  a  very  few.  Its  capacity  is 
forty  barrels  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  such  is  the  demand  that  the  mill 
has  to  be  run  unceasingly,  and  even  then  the  demand  cannot  be  supplied. 
Mr.  Koontz  has  a  pleasant  home,  beautifully  located  near  his  mill,  surrounded 
by  fruit  trees,  with  a  fine  natural  forest  in  the  background,  making  a  rural 
retreat  fit  for  monarcbs,  and  one  highly  appreciated  by  Mr.  Koontz  and  his 
interesting  family,  which  consists  of  his  wife,  a  daughter,  Laura,  and  a  son, 
Edward,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a  fii"st-class  miller,  having  learned  the  trade 
under  the  able  instruction  of  his  father,  and  now  owns  a  clothing  store 
in  Walkertou. 


SIMON   BYBEE. 


A  well  conducted  newspaper  is  an  excellent  educator,  and  not  alone 
for  this  is  it  to  be  commended,  for  it  is  also  an  excellent  advertising  agent, 
and  wields  a  wide  influence  in  shaping  the  moral  and  political  views  of  the  people 
of  the  section  in  which  it  is  issued.  The  "  North  Judson  News,"  is  an  admir- 
ably conducted  paper  in  every  way,  and  its  proprietor  and  editor,  Simon 
Bybee,  who  is  also  an  attorney-at-law,  is  well  fitted,  both  by  education  and 
experience,  to  conduct  it  successfullj'.  He  is  a  native  of  Kosciusko  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  February,  1851,  a  son  of  Pleasant 
and  Nancy  (De  Witt)  Bybee,  he  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  she  of  Fayette 
County,  Ohio.  Pleasant  Bybee  immigrated  with  his  parents  to  Indiana  in 
1848,  and  settled  with  them  on  a  pioneer  farm  in  Kosciusko  County,  where  he 
was  brought  up  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tilling  the  soil,  and  also  to  stock 
raising,  in  which  his  father  was  among  the  very  first  to  engage  in  that  section 
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of  the  State.  In  1851  he  took  up  his  abode  near  Sevastopol,  Kosciusko 
Count)-,  Indiana,  and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  September  "21, 
1872,  becoming  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  section.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  early  commissioners  of  that  county,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Mex- 
ican AVar.  Pleasant  Bybee  was  married  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio.  In  1S70 
he  removed  to  Fulton  Oountj',  where  he  became  a  prosperous  and  iniluen- 
tial  citizen,  and  the  owner  of  one  of  the  largest,  best  improved  and  most  valu- 
able farms  of  that  section.  He  was  called  from  life  in  1872,  and  his  widow 
is  now  a  resident  of  Jsorth  Judsou. 

Simon  Bybee  spent  his  early  life  in  the  healthful  out  door  life  uf  the 
farm  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Fulton  County,  and  in  Franklin  College 
he  received  a  liberal  education.  He  graduated  from  the  above  mentioned 
institution  in  1879,  and  for  six  years  thereafter  he  was  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Kewanee,  Indiana.  During  this  time  he  began  the  study 
of  law,  in  fact,  had  made  law  a  partial  study  all  his  life,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1886,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Starke  County,  at  North  Judson,  and 
at  once  began  practicing  that  profession,  which  he  has  since  very  success- 
fully continued,  being  the  only  attorney  of  the  town.  Since  locating  here, 
he  has  been  on  the  defense  of  nearly  every  noted  criminal  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  County,  about  two  hundred  in  all,  and  has  conducted  his 
cases  to  a  successful  issue  in  nearly  every  instance.  He  has  also  practiced 
before  the  courts  of  Fulton,  Pulaski  and  Porter  Counties,  in  fact,  is  among 
the  most  intelligent,  shrewd  and  successful  lawyers  of  Northern  Indiana, 
for  he  is  a  correct  judge  of  men  and  motives,  is  painstaking  in  the  prep- 
aration of  his  cases,  and  is  an  eloquent,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker. 
In  1892  Mr.  Bybee  wa's  the  Eepublicau  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  in 
the  Forty-fourth  Judicial  District,  but  even  his  extensive  acquaintance  and 
popularity,  could  not  overcome  the  Democratic  majority,  although  he  ran 
700  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  September  15, 1889,  he  established  the  "North 
Judson  News,  "  a  weekly  paper,  published  in  the  interests  of  all  worthy 
enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  community,  and  it  has  attained  a  large 
circulation.  It  is  a  seven-column  folio,  and  is  ably  edited.  Socially  Mr. 
Bybee  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  I. 
O.  G.  T.  Apiil  30,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Melissa  Bryant,  a  native 
of  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lucy  (Nichols)  Bry- 
ant. To  them  two  children  have  been  born:  Cevilla  and  Lulu.  The  eldest 
one  being  now  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  the  manager  of  the  "  News."  Lulu,  the 
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second,  is  a  graduate  of  the  North  Judsou  High  Schools,  and  is  well  equipped 
to  battle  with  the  scientific  problems  of  the  future.  The  entire  family  have 
their  birthdays  in   February,   a  very  rare  occurrence  indeed. 


ALFRED   1.   BROOKEK. 

There  is  no  more  important  business  in  a  community  or  one  in  which  its 
exponents  are  in  greater  demand  than  the  brick  contractor,  for  the  major- 
ity of  buildings  at  the  present  day,  are  made  of  this  material,  and  it  requires 
a  man  of  undoubted  intelligence,  as  well  as  experience,  to  make  a  success 
of  this  line  of  work.  Such  a  man  is  Alfred  I.  Brooker,  who  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  considei'able  prominence.  He  is  a  product  of  Litchfield,  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  September  4,  1845,  his  parents, 
AVarren  and  Mary  A.  (Kire)  Brooker,  having  been  born  in  the  Nutmeg 
State.  They  removed  to  Medina,  Ohio,  about  1835  where  Mr.  Brooker  entered 
and  improved  a  farm,  operating  at  the  same  time  a  sawmill.  He  died  in  the 
fall  of  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  having  been  a  Whig  and 
Republican  politically  throughout  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gatioual  Church,  of  which  his  widow,  who  survives  him,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  is  also  a  worthy  member.  To  them  twelve  children  were  born, 
eleven  of  whom  reached  maturit}':  AVilliam,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican 
war,  and  also  served  in  the  One-hundredth  Ohio  Cavaliy  during  the  Civil  war: 
Warren  was  a  musician  in  the  Union  Armj-  during  the  Eebellion;  Mary  A., 
(Kellogg)  of  Ohio:  Emeline  (Reid),  who  died  at  Warsaw,  Ohio;  Lucius, 
who  served  in  the  One-hundredth  Ohio  Cavalrj-,  as  Lieutenant;  Nettie  (Trav- 
ers).  who  is  dead;  Hiram,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Indiana;  Merritt  W.,  of  Ohio;  Jane,  who  has  been 
married  twice,  and  is  now  a  Mrs.  Nickson  of  Michigan ;  Fred,  who  died  in 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  that  died  in  iufaucy.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
AVarren  Brooker,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  his  ancestors  having 
come  from  England.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
dying  in  full  communion  with  the  Congregational  Church.  Alfred  I.  Brooker 
spent  the  healthy  and  happy  life  of  the  farmer's  boy  until  he  attained 
his  thirteenth  year,  when  he  began  the  manufacture  of  brick  with  his  brother, 
Fred,  being  thus  employed  during  the  summer  months.  At  the  age  of  fifteen, 
he   took   an   interest   in   the   business,   and    in    1865,   went   to   Toledo,   Ohio, 
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where  lie  was  engaoretl  in  the  niauufacture  of  brick  until  about  1873,  after 
which  he  worked  for  wages  at  Napoleon.  From  that  point  he  went  to 
Defiance,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1883,  thence  to  Toledo,  where  he  started  a 
brickyard  for  a  brother,  and  successfully  operated  it  for  five  years.  After  the 
discovery  of  gas  at  Findlay,  he  went  to  that  point  and  opened  a  brickyard,  of 
whicli  he  has  been  superintendent  ever  since.  Here  he  began  operating  an 
hydraulic  plant,  the  first  one  to  be  established  outside  tha  city  of  St.  Louis.  In 
April,  1890,  he  came  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  built  a  plant,  and  has  l)een 
its  superintendent  ever  since.  He  is  the  general  superintendent  of  three 
nourishing  plants,  which  have  an  annual  output  of  28,000,000  brick,  and  he 
has  a  well  established  reputation  for  being  the  best  brick  maker  in  the 
country.  As  a  Republican,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  his  section,  but  his  manifold  business  interests  would  have  pre- 
vented him  from  entering  the  political  arena  were  he  so  inclined. 

Mr.  Brooker  has  been  married  twice,  first  to  Mrs.  Fannie  (Tiers)  Button, 
a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Frances  Yiers,  the  former  of  whom  was  of  German 
origin.  He  and  his  wife  reared  one  son,  Henry,  and  two  daughters:  Delia 
and  Fannie.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooker  eight  children  were  given:  Edith, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ;  Nettie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Scott 
Ross;  Charles;  Frances;  Grace;  HaiTy  and  Homer.  Mr.  Brooker  was  left 
a  widower  in  September,  1S87,  and  he  afterward  led  to  the  altar.  Georgia 
Aber,  a  native  of  Humboldt  County,  California.  Mr.  Brooker  and  his  pres- 
ent wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  was  his  first  wife 
before  him.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen,  progressive,  public  spirited  and  intelligent, 
and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  he  is  a  thorough  master  of  the  business  to  whick 
his  attention  is  directed. 


ANDREW   J.    UNCAPHER. 

Enterprise  and  energy  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  successful  growth  ami 
development  of  a  community.  Probably  to  no  other  one  man  does  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  owe  so  much  as  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  For  years  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  county's  best  inter- 
ests, and  has  contributed  as  much  as  anj'  one  man  of  the  county  to  its  rapid 
growth  and  development  during  the  past  few  years.  A  man  of  unquestioned 
integrit)',  of  shrewd  business  ability,  generous  to  a  fault,  and  beloved  by  all 
who  are  fortunate  to  number  him  as  an  acquaintance  and  friend,  he  has  attained 
a  success  and  commercial  standing  that  is  second  to  none  in  Starke  County, 
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He  is  a  product  of  Cole  County,  Missouri,  born  July  30,  1842,  being  a  son 
of  Israel  and  Margaret  (Ult)  Uncapher,  uatives  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania.  His  parents  immigrated  to  Marion  County,  Ohio,  in  1837, 
being  among  tLe  early  pioneers  of  that  county,  and  after  a  residence  of  five 
years  there,  removed  to  the  then  far  western  wilds  of  Missouri,  but  later 
returned  to  Ohio.  Israel  Uncapher  was  a  mechanic.  In  Ohio  he  was  engaged 
in  milling,  but  after  settling  in  Missouri,  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1853 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  settling  near  Grover- 
town,  wheu  he  followed  farming  until  his  death  in  1881.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Starke  County,  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  and  for  twelve 
years  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Oregon  Township.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  first  Township  Clerks  of  Oregon  Township.  His  wife  survives  him. 
Andrew  J.  Uncapher,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  about  eleven 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Starke  County.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he  assisted  in  the  improvement  of  the 
farm  from  its  wild  state.  He  early  learned  the  lesson  of  hard  work,  and  the 
ai'duous  duties  imposed  upon  him  in  those  early  days  of  his  career  instilled 
into  him  habits  of  industry,  which  were  in  no  small  degree  responsible  for  the 
success  in  life  he  has  since  attained.  He  depended  upon  the  pioneer  schools 
for  what  education  he  was  enabled  to  receive,  consequently  the  broadening  and 
development  of  a  fine  intellect  has  been  acquired  principally  from  experience 
in  business  and  judicious  reading.  He  remained  on  the  homestead  with  his 
father  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  life  for  himself  on  a 
capital  which  consisted  wholly  of  plenty  of  energy  and  a  will  to  succeed. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  went  west,  and  later  returned  and  canvassed 
for  books,  making  $100  to  $150  per  mouth.  He  then  sold  sewing  machines, 
making  $50  per  week,  and  soon  afterward  built  one  school  house,  taking  it 
from  the  stump  for  $501.  Succeeding  this,  he  taught  the  Home  School  one 
term,  and  at  the  same  time  planted  and  grew  five  acres  of  potatoes  and  got 
500  bushels,  which  he  sold  in  the  patch  for  $250.  He  bought  and  shipped 
potatoes  east  by  the  car,  making  $100  per  week,  and  then  built  and  com- 
menced the  general  merchandise  business.  A  few  months  previous  to  this,  he 
had  married  Mary  E.  McCormick,  and  they  worked  heart  and  hand  together, 
Mary  E.  being  engaged  to  her  husband  while  he  was  in  the  store.  Up  to 
this  time  there  has  never  been  one  unpleasant  woi'd  between  them.  All  has 
been  love  and  success.  Mr.  Uncapher,  while  growing  up  to  manhood,  studied 
and  tried  to  put  in  practice  how  to  become  a  perfect  man,  and  how  to  take  the 
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best  care  of  himself.  His  preferred  drink  was  cold  water,  the  example  bis 
father  had  taught  him.  He  has  never  used  tobacco  in  any  way,  never  uttered 
an  oath  in  his  remembrance  in  his  life;  never  drank  one  quart  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  his  life,  always  kept  out  of  wicked  company,  and  always  tried  to  make 
home  pleasant. 

Mr.  Uueapher  has  had  a  most  happy  religious  experience.  He  felt  called 
to  do  something  for  God,  and  was  so  impressed,  that  he  donated  the  land  neces- 
sary for  a  cemetery,  and  his  little  son,  Charley,  was  the  first  to  be  buried  therein. 
Soou  after  this,  both  Mr.  Uueapher  and  wife  were  converted  and  were  bap- 
tised while  at  the  general  conference  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  held  at 
Indian  Tillage,  Indiana,  by  Elden  Fletcher  Thomas.  Since  his  conversion  he 
has  been  very  useful  in  church  circles,  as  Sundaj^  School  superiutendent, 
class  leader,  delegate  to  conferences  and  conventions,  and  in  man}'  other  ways 
has  proved  his  love  for  God,  the  church  and  humanity. 

At  present  Mr.  Uueapher  has  a  building  24x110  feet  in  ground  area,  two 
stories  high,  and  carries  a  complete  stock  of  general  merchandise  of  from 
So, 000  to  §10,000.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  interests,  he  has  also  been 
active  and  successful  iu  other  lines  of  trade,  and  owning  over  3,000-  acres  of 
land  in  Starke  and  Marshall  Counties,  besides  a  sub-division  iu  Chicago,  with 
substantial  structures  thereon.  When  he  engaged  in  business  at  Grovertown 
biit  little  over  twenty-five  years  ago,  he  had  comparatively  nothing,  while 
to-day  he  is  the  possessor  of  property  valued  at  more  than  §100,000.  No 
deserving  person  ever  called  upon  Andrew  J.  Uncapher  and  went  away  empty 
handed,  but  on  the  contrary  had  reason  to  sing  his  praises  of  generosity  of 
heart.  Being  a  consistent  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  his  gen- 
erous impulses  have  also  been  marked  in  this  respect,  having  practically  built 
a  handsome  brick  ediCce,  which  was  lately  dedicated  free  from  debt,  the  cost 
of  the  same  being  from  §2,500  to  $3,000,  Mr.  Uncapher  having  paid  more 
than  one-half  of  its  cost.  He  has  also  done  much  for  the  town  in  which  he 
lives,  having  owned  the  land  on  which  Grovertown  was  founded,  aud  is  prac- 
tically the  father  of  the  place.  For  twelve  years  he  served  as  Postmaster,  and 
for  a  similar  length  of  time  has  served  as  express  and  ticket  agent  of  the 
Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  railroad.  In  politics  he  has  alwaj's  been  a 
Democrat,  and  while  he  is  one  of  the  active  workers  of  his  party,  he  has  never 
aspired  to  or  held  office,  his  varied  business  interests  being  paramount  to 
political  preferment.  His  children  are  Sidney  A.,  Dora  A.,  Kuea  P.,  Cuba  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  ;  Charley  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year ; 
Mary  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months;  Albert  J.  and  Mark  E. 
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FRANK   A.    LePELL. 

Enterprising  metliods,  wlieu  combined  with  study  and  experience,  will  put 
any  business  man  on  a  prominent  road  to  success  and  gain  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  the  manager  of  the  enterprise.  In  this  connection  few  concerns  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business  have  acquired  a  higher  position  than  that 
conducted  bj-  our  subject,  F.  A.  LePell.  He  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best 
conducted  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  city  and  is  a  young  man  who  has 
made  quite  a  reputation  for  himself  in  North  Indiana.  Mr.  LePell  was  born 
October  3,  1SG3,  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  F.  and 
Margaret  (Kee)  LePell,  the  former  of  French  descent.  In  tracing  back  the 
genealogy  we  find  that  the  family  came  originally  from  Germany  but  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  family  were  born  in  France.  Our  subject's  grand- 
father, Frederick  LePell,  and  his  father,  Alexander  F.  LePell,  came  to  the  city 
of  Valparaiso  in  1842,  before  the  city  was  laid  out  and  they  were  the  first  under- 
takers and  furniture  dealers  of  Porter  County.  They  made  their  own  caskets 
and  had  an  extensive  business.  They  also  manufactured  their  own  furniture. 
The  undertaking  business  has  been  handed  down  in  this  family  from  the  greats 
grandfather  who  carried  on  the  business  in  Berlin,  Germany,  on  the  river 
Elbe.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  business  in  Valparaiso  until  his 
death  which  occurred  in  August,  1885.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Their 
children,  three  in  number,  grew  to  mature  years  and  their  names  are  as  follows: 
George,  Otto  and  Frank  A.  The  latter  enjoyed  for  some  time  the  reputation 
of  being  the  youngest  undertaker  in  the  United  States.  He  grew  to  man's 
estate  in  Valparaiso  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  At 
an  early  age  he  learned  the  undertaker's  trade  of  his  father  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  assumed  charge  of  all  the  business  which  he  has  since  car- 
ried on  very  successfully.  He  is  also  skilled  in  the  art  of  embalming  and  is 
unsurpassed  in  performing  other  matters  in  an  equally  satisfactory  way.  In 
1883  Mr.  LePell  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Brown,  a  native  of  Porter  County, 
and  two  sons  and  a  daughter  have  blessed  this  union:  Floyd,  Frank  and  Ethel, 
Oar  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being 
past  grand  representative  of  the  last  named  organization.      He  and  Mrs.  LePell 
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are  members  of  the  Cliristiau  Church  and  he  is  serving  his  second  term  as- 
treasurer  of  tlie  same.  Mr.  LePell  is  a  genial,  courteous  young  man  and  has 
attained  a  higli  degree  of  prominence  both  in  business  and  social  circles. 


ERNEST   F.    KUNERT, 

An  honorable  business  man  and  one  who  richly  deserves  his  success  in- 
life,  is  Ernest  F.  Kunert,  agent  for  Fred.  Miller's  Brewing  Company.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State  born  in  Tolleston,  June  8,  18G2,  and  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Augusta  (Aurich)  Kunert,  both  natives  of  Germany.  In  1857, 
when  a  single  man,  the  father  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled in  Tolleston,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  being 
the  first  merchant  of  the  town.  He  here  met  and  married  Miss  Aurich  and  in 
this  town  the  father  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  following  merchandis- 
ing until  his  death  March  21,  18 — .  The  mother  is  still  a  resident  of  Tolles- 
ton. Their  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  on  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Amelia  *Fedder,  Ernest  F.,  "William  C,  Mary,  Louise,  Arthur,  Walter, 
Clara  and  Hattie.  Ernest  F.  Kunert  passed  his  boyhood  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Tolleston,  where  at  an  early  age  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resour- 
ces. At  first  ho  worked  at  anything  which  would  bring  him  in  an  honest  dol- 
lar, and  in  1880  he  came  to  Hammond,  before  that  place  amounted  to  much. 
Here  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some  time  and  was  subsequently 
employed  with  the  spring  works  for  about  a  year.  In  1883  he  opened  a  gro- 
cery store  which  he  continued  about  one  year  when  he  was  burned  out.  After 
this  he  moved  to  Clark  Station  and  opened  a  saloon,  and  also  worked  in  an  ice 
house  for  two  years.  Moving  back  to  Hammond  he  ran  a  saloon  for  a  short 
time  and  was  then  made  agent  for  the  Godfrey  Brewing  Company  of  Chicago. 
In  March,  1892,  he  was  made  agent  of  his  present  company  and  has  been  un- 
usually successful.  He  owns  considerable  real  estate  and  is  quite  comfortably 
situated.  At  the  present  writing  he  is  candidate  for  City  Treasurer  on  the  Repub- 
lican  ticket  and  has  fair  chances  of  being  elected.  Mr.  Kunert's  happy  do- 
mestic life  began  in  November,  1882,  when  he  was  married  in  Lake  County  to 
Miss  Minnie  Borchert,  a  native  of  that  county.  Six  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Laura,  Linda,  Emma,  Bettie,  Hulda  and  Freda.  Mr.  Kunert  and  family 
hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  I.  O.  F.  of  America. 
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NATHAN  MIGATZ. 

Tailoring  first  became  au  art  in  the  clays  of  Beau  Bruinmel  and  Coont 
d'Orsay.  There  had  been,  prior  to  the  time  of  Kiug  George,  who  reigned  in 
those  days,  no  set  rules  for  the  making  of  garments,  the  bulk  of  clothing 
being  "home-made.''  The  trade  of  the  tailor  has  now  developed  into  one  of 
the  greatest  industi-ial  arts  of  America.  Nathan  Migatz,  who  learned  the 
tailoring  trade  in  London,  England,  and  who  is  now  a  prominent  clothier  of 
Whiting,  Indiana,  is  a  product  of  Poland,  born  August  10,  1867.  When  thir- 
teen years  of  age  he  left  his  native  country  and  went  to  London,  England, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  tailor  operator  for  three  years.  Recognizing 
the  superior  advantages  afforded  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  sailed  for 
this  country  in  1883  and  landed  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  he  stopped 
for  about  eighteen  months,  working  at  his  trade  part  of  the  time,  but,  for  the 
most  part,  acting  as  agent  for  the  Metropolitan  Installment  House.  He  next 
went  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for  some 
time,  and  then  returned  to  Newark  and  Chicago.  In  the  latter  place  he  was 
in  the  clothing  business  until  May,  1891,  when  he  came  to  AVhitiug  and 
opened  a  clothing  store,  with  a  small  stock.  Business  increased  rapidly  and 
he  soon  had  to  enlarge  his  stock.  He  now  carries  a  full  line  of  clothing  and 
gents'  furnishing  goods,  and  is  doing  a  fine  business.  He  occupies  a  large 
frame  building,  which  is  stored  full  of  goods,  and,  being  an  eaterprising 
young  man,  is  bound  to  make  a  success  of  life.  He  started  out  in  life  with 
little  else  than  an  unlimited  amount  of  pluck  and  determination  and  has  built 
up  a  lucrative  business.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Bertha  Stieglitz,  a  native  of  Austria,  and  one  child — Helen — has  been  born 
to  this  union.  Mr.  Migatz  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  K.  of  P., 
M.  O.  P.,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  K.  and  L.  O.  H.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  On  the  15th 
of  July,  1893,  he  took  in,  as  partner  in  liis  business,  his  brother-in-law.  Max 
Stieglitz,  who  is  a  native  of  Austria.  The  latter  came  to  the  United  States 
February  25,  1880,  and  located  in  South  Chicago,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  clothing  business,  with  our  subject,  for  three  years.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  K.  of  P.  and  of  the  Northwestern  Insurance  Company.  On  the  lltli  of 
March,  1894,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hanna  Marks,  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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CHARLES   PITZELE. 

In  Mr.  Pitzele  is  found  a  man  whose  business  career  is  a  decidedly  inter- 
estiug  one,  sbowiuff  the  competency  which  can  soon  be  attained  by  the  natives 
of  other  lands.  Capital  does  not  always  necessarily  manifest  itself  in  the 
form  of  dollars  and  cents.  There  is  another  special  feature  of  capital,  and 
that  is  the  guise  of  good  clothing.  A  man  with  a  fine  suit  of  clothes  on  his 
back,  has  capital  in  the  simj)le  fact  of  his  personal  appearance,  and  he  owes 
the  origin  of  this  capital  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Charles  Pitzele,  dealer  in  gents' 
furnishing  goods,  etc.,  at  Whiting,  Indiana.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Austria,  April  18,  1861,  and  there  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  that  countrj'.  He  then  left  the  land  of  his  birth  and 
crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  amid 
strangers.  He  immediately  made  his  way  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  peddled 
goods  for  a  short  time.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  making  button  holes 
by  machinery,  in  Chicago,  and  this  kept  him  employed  for  some  time.  In 
IS'JO  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  with  a  partner,  in  South  Chicago,  and 
carried  this  on  until  1891,  when  he  came  to  Whiting  and  opened  a  store  on  a 
small  scale.  Although  his  store  was  small  at  first,  his  business  increased  so 
rapidly  that  he  now  has  a  large  store  and  is  doing  remarkably  well.  He  owns 
the  property  he  occupies,  which  consists  of  a  large  frame  building,  covering 
two  lots  of  fifty  foot  frontage,  and  he  carries  a  large  stock  of  goods.  Mr. 
Pitzele  is  a  competent  and  reliable  business  man  and  his  success  is  doubly 
assured.  He  has  won  many  warm  friends  since  residing  in  Whiting  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community.  No  wortliy 
movement  is  allowed  to  fail  for  want  of  support  on  his  part,  for  he  is  ready  to 
assist  in  all  public  enterprises.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  the 
K.  of  P.,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  K.  and  L.  O.  H.,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all 
these  societies.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Jennie  Galbracher, 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  on  the  12th  of  March,  1882.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  B.  B.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Pitzele  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 
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ROBERT  G.    ROSS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  just  in  his  prime,  and  as  he  has  trusted 
to  his  own  strong  arm  and  healtliy  brain  for  his  success  in  life,  he  has  not 
been  disappointed.  He  began  life  for  himself,  with  little  or  no  capital,  and 
his  privileges  were  somewhat  limited,  but  a  steady  purpose  to  do,  with  ail  his 
might,  what  was  required  of  him  to  do,  has  made  him  a  successful  man  of 
afPairs.  He  was  born  in  the  laud  of  thistles  and  heather  January  20,  1849, 
his  natal  place  being  Edinburgh.  His  parents,  John  and  Huenna  (McGray) 
Ross,  left  Bonnie  Scotland  for  America  in  1849,  and,  upon  reaching  this 
country,  located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  After  a  time  he  removed  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  bat,  in  1889,  became  a 
resident  of  East  Chicago,  Indiana,  his  deatli  occurring  here  in  1893,  his  wife's 
death  preceding  his  by  a  few  years.  To  them  a  family  of  seven  children 
were  born,  five  of  whom  are  living,  of  whom  Robert  is  the  eldest.  He  was 
but  an  infant  at  the  time  of  his  parent's  removal  to  this  country,  and,  upon 
reaching  a  suitable  age,  was  ])laced  in  the  public  schools  in  Cleveland  and 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  li«  also  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  taking  it  up 
when  fourteen  years  of  age.  From  Youngstown  he  went  to  Marietta,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  about  sixteen  years,  for  some  time  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
foreman  of  a  rolling  mill.  He  then  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
a  guard  in  the  penitentiary  for  about  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
resigned  and  went  to  Chicago  and  acted  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  a  roll- 
ing mill  for  some  time.  He  subsequently  became  engineer  for  the  Union 
Iron  &  Steel  Works,  was  next  with  tlie  Pullman  Iron  &  Steel  Works,  at  Pull- 
man, Illinois,  in  the  mechanical  department  and  subsequently  became  super- 
intendent of  the  rolling  mill  at  that  point.  He  subsequently  resigned  his 
position  there  and  formed  the  Straight  Fibre  Iron  Company,  at  Forty-first 
street  and  Stewart  avenue,  Chicago,  but  in  1889  came  to  East  Chicago,  Indi- 
ana, where  he  erected  his  present  plant,  of  which  he  has  been  superintendent. 
When  this  plant  is  working  its  full  capacity,  he  has  charge  of  about  fiOO  men, 
whom  he  handles  with  skill  and  intelligence,  his  long  experience  in  this  line 
of  work  making  him  fully  equal  to  his  duties.  He  is  one  of  the  couucilmen 
of  East  Chicago,  is  a  trustee  and  member  of  the  Republican  Central  Com- 
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luittee,  and  is  a  prominent  man  and  valuable  citizen  of  East  Chicago.  Soci- 
ally, lie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  the  I.  O.  O.  F. — the 
Encampment.  He  was  married  November  27,  1887,  to  Miss  Mary  Theis  of 
Chicago,  by  whom  he  has  one  child:  Lottie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and,  as  a  citizen,  he  is  public  spirited 
and  helpful  toward  all  public  interests,  for  no  man  has  the  prosperity  and  well 
being  of  the  great  mass  of  his  fellow-citizens  more  nearly  at  heart  than  he. 


W.   B.    READING. 


The  city  of  East  Chicago,  Indiana,  is  fortunate  in  having  for  its  attorney 
W.  B.  Reading,  for  he  is  an  energetic,  intelligent  and  faithful  officer.  He  is 
a  native  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  where  he  was  born  November  4,  1864,  a  son 
of  Byron  E.  and  Anna  M.  (Spaulding)  Reading,  the  former  a  native  of  Eng- 
land and  the  latter  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  Byron  E.  Reading  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  insvirance  business  at  Anderson,  Indiana,  and  although 
he  has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section, 
he  has  never  sought  political  honors  for  himself,  the  quiet  of  every-day  life  suit- 
ing his  tastes  much  better  than  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  politics.  Of  three 
sons  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  W.  B.  Reading  is  the  eldest.  He  was  reared 
in  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  and  there  received  his  early  education,  which  he 
afterward  completed  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  graduating  from  the  Law 
Department  in  1888.  In  his  early  life  he  spent  several  years  in  the  different 
countv  offices  of  Lake  Count}^  at  Crown  Point,  and  devoted  his  spare  moments 
to  the  study  of  Blackstone,  and  for  some  time  before  graduating  in  law  he 
practiced  his  profession.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  he  attained  his 
majority,  immediately  after  which  he  became  Deputy  Prosecuting  Attorney 
for  Lake  County.  January  1,  1889,  he  located  in  Hammond,  soon  after  which 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  F.  Knotts,  which  continued  until  December, 
1890,  when  this  partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Reading  then  practiced 
alone  until  December,  1892,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George  B. 
Slieerer,  and  the  firm  has  since  been  Reading  &  Sheerer.  They  have  a  full 
share  of  the  patronage  of  their  section,  and  are  justly  classed  among  its  most 
intelligent,  capable  and  trustworthy  attorneys.  They  labor  faithfully  in  the 
interests  of  their  clients  at  all  times,  study  their  cases  carefully,  and  as  a 
result  are  seldom   taken  bj'  surprise  by  their  opponents.     Mr.  Reading  was 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  511 

appointed  Towu  Attoruey  for  East  CLicago  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation  in 
the  spring  of  1889,  and  when  it  was  made  a  city,  in  1893,  he  was  made  City 
Attorney,  a  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  built  up  quite  a  satisfactory  prac- 
tice, and  for  a  lawyer  of  his  years  has  a  reputation  Avhich  few  enjoy,  and 
wliich  older  practitioners  might  well  envy.  He  was  married  May  27,  1890, 
to  Miss  Effie  M.  Farmer,  of  Crown  Point,  and  they  move  in  the  highest  social 
circles.  His  allegiance  to  the  faith  and  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
has  been  constant  and  enthusiastic,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  the  K.  of  P.  He  has  been  chairman  of  city  and  township  central 
committees  for  four  years,  is  secretary  of  the  county  central  committee,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  congressional  and  State  conventions,  and  is  well  known 
among  politicians. 

CHARLES   W.    HEIMBACH. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  American  people  are  great  travelers,  it  has 
become  necessary  that  well  appointed  livery  stables  should  be  established  in 
all  cities.  One  of  the  best  appointed  stables  in  Hammond  is  that  which  is 
owned  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Heimbach,  of  which  he  has  been  the  proprietor 
since  1885.  It  is  stocked  with  twenty-two  head  of  well-groomed  and  reliable 
horses,  besides  a  number  of  good  vehicles,  and  as  his  establishment  is  well 
patronized,  he  is  very  reasonable  in  his  charges.  In  connection  with  this  he 
has  for  years  been  engaged  it  street  contracting,  and  in  this  respect  has  done 
tlie  most  of  the  contract  work  in  Hammond,  and  under  his  wise  and  experienced 
supervision  the  most  of  the  grading  has  been  done.  Mr.  Heimbach  possesses 
all  the  most  worthy  characteristics  of  those  of  his  nativity,  being  industrious, 
thrifty  and  honest,  and  has  had  the  happj'  faculty  of  accumulating  a  goodly 
share  of  this  world's  goods.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  July  22, 
1861,  a  son  of  Anton  and  Mary  (Schaffer)  Heimbach,  and  with  them  embarked 
for  the  United  States  in  March,  1864,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  Yoi'k. 
From  that  place  they  came  west  to  Chicago,  where  they  lived  until  the  spring 
of  1871,  when  they  removed  to  what  is  now  Hammond,  Indiana.  Charles  W. 
Heimbach  was  one  of  the  four  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  this  country.  AVhile  a  resident  of  Chicago  he 
attended  both  the  Haven  and  Dearborn  Schools,  and  after  coming  to  Ham- 
mond he  attended  the  Catholic  schools  for  some  time.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  learned  the  butcher's  trade,  and   followed   this  occupation   for   some   time 
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in  tlie  employ  of  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Compan}^  and  was  also  for  sometime 
with  the  well  known  George  F.  Swift.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  con- 
tracting, and  has  done  some  big  work  in  this  line  in  Hammond.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  for  four  years  served  as  Alderman  from 
the  Second  Ward  in  the  City  Council.  He  is  Deputy  High  Chief  Ranger 
and  Chief  Ranger  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  and  is  Master  Work- 
man in  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Mr.  Heimbach  started  in  life  without  a  dollar,  and 
his  present  possessions  have  been  acquired  in  the  last  ten  years.  His  prop- 
eitj  is  quite  valuable,  and  he  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  the  way  in  which 
he  has  surmounted  the  many  obstacles  that  have  strewn  his  patliway,  and  has 
bent  the  force  of  circumstances  to  his  will.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Schaffer,  in  1880,  by  whom  he  has  three  children:  William,  Touie  and 
Katie. 


T.    E.    BELL,  D.D.S. 

In  this  country,  wliere  so  many  young  men  are  thrown  upon  their  own 
resources  at  an  early  age,  and  are  often  obliged,  while  yet  inexperienced  and 
unfamiliar  with  their  own  tendencies  and  inclinations  to  choose  their  occu- 
pation in  life,  it  cannot  always  lie  expected  that  most  suitable  or  most  congen- 
ial pursuits  will  be  selected.  In  the  old  country,  where  too  often  genius  and 
ambition  are  both  absolutely  op[)osed  to  the  old  adage,  "  follow  3'our  father, 
my  son,  and  do  as  your  father  has  done,"  young  men  do  not  have  the  advan- 
tages they  do  here.  In  this  country  it  is  the  trend  of  legislation  to  place  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  full  development  of  talent  and  the  skyward  expansion 
of  genius,  and  thus  the  youth  of  this  country  usually  liuds  as  suitable  an 
occupation  as  did  T.  E.  Bell,  who  chose  the  calling  of  a  dentist,  and  has  found 
it  admirably  suited  to  his  qualifications  and  desires. 

He  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  September  23,  1864,  a  son  of  John 
and  Ellen  (McKechuie)  Bell,  who  were  of  English  and  Scotch  descent,  respec- 
tively. The  father  was  a  railroad  contractor  for  a  number  of  years,  and  Iiad 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  of  the  Midland  Divi- 
sion in  Canada  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  born  in  Canada,  and  the 
motlier  on  the  Bermuda  Islands.  They  resided  in  New  York  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  now  live  in  Kingston,  Ontario,  in  the  vicinity  of  wiiioh  place 
the  father  owns  large  farming  interests.  Dr.  T.  E.  Bell,  is  one  of  their  eigjit 
children,  and  until  he  attained  his  sixteenth  year  assisted  his  father  on  the  faini. 
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iu  the  meantime  attending  tlie  public  scbools.  He  then  became  an  employe 
on  the  Grand  Trunk  Kailroad,  iu  the  locomotive  department,  but  at  tbe  end  of 
a  few  years  began  the  study  of  dentistry,  and  later  entered  the  Old  Dental 
College  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  institution  be  was  gradu- 
ted  iu  1887.  Immediately  following  this,  he  came  to  Hammond,  Indiana,  an 
entire  stranger,  and  opened  an  office  in  partnership  with  N.  D.  Edmunds,  of 
Crown  Point,  Indiana,  which  connection  continued  until  the  fall  of  1887,  at 
which  time  Dr.  Bell  opened  an  office  of  his  own.  He  has  built  up  a  practice 
of  large  proportions,  and  has  a  well  appointed  office  at  81  and  83  West  State 
street.  He  lias  already  won  a  reputation  for  skill  that  is  by  no  means  local, 
and  what  he  endeavors  to  do  he  does  well.  His  charges  ai'e  reasonable,  and 
being  generous  and  considerate  he  never  pushed  his  debtors.  He  is  a  young 
man  who  has  made  many  friends  throughout  Lake  County  and  by  his  honorable 
and  manly  walk  through  life  has  won  tbe  highest  esteem  of  the  citizens  of 
Hammond.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  A.F.  &  A.M.,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  K.  of  P., — the  Uniformed  Rank,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  married  June  2,  1891,  to  Miss  Lena  Holman,  of  Ham- 
mond,   Indiana. 

S.   ROSS  MARTIN. 

Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  place  where  on  the  IGth  of  April, 
1853,  S.  Ross  Martin  came  into  the  world  to  make  a  record  for  integrity  and 
uprightness  which  will  be  remembered  in  years  to  come.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  representative  young  men  of  the  county,  and  the  most  efficient  clerk  of 
Valparaiso.  His  father,  James  Martin,  was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  born 
in  County  Donegal,  and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  he  was  broixght 
to  America  bj'  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania. 
The  grandfather,  Robert  Martin,  purchased  a  farm,  and  after  his  death,  thi& 
passed  into  the  hands  of  James  Martin,  and  is  still  owned  by  the  Martin  fam- 
ily. The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man"s  estate  on  this  farm,  and  was 
married  in  that  county  to  Miss  Euphana  McArthur,  a  native  of  Crawford; 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Like  his  father,  he  tilled,  the  soil,  and  passed  his  last: 
days  on  the  old  farm  iu  that  county.  His  wife  also  died  there.  Ten  childrem 
were  given  this  worthy  couple,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Mary,  wife  of  J.  J. 
Picker,  of  Crawford  County;  Margaret,  wife  of  Ira  A.  Frizzle,  of  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania;  Nelson,  of  Jamestown,  Pennsylvania,  an  ex-member 
33 
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of  the  Peuusylvania  Legislature;  James  S.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  S.  Ross,  our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
In  addition  to  a  common  school  education,  our  subject  attended  the  Jamestown 
Seminary  and  the  Meadville  Business  College,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution in  1871.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
cabbages,  turnips  and  heavy-weight  stock  lost  their  interest,  and  he  went 
to  Jamestown,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk,  book-keeper  and  Assistant 
Postmaster  for  some  time.  After  this  he  was  connected  with  general  merchan- 
dising  until  1885,  and  then  in  the  fall  of  the  year  he  took  Greeley's  advice, 
and  came  West.  For  a  short  time  he  stopped  in  Pleasant  Township,  Porter 
County,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  later  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
the  postoffice,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  During  this  time  in  1890, 
he  was  elected  City  Clerk,  and  filled  that  position  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner, 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1892.  Mr.  Martin  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  is  one  of  Valparaiso's  most  estimable  young  men.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  In  the  year  1880  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lottie  Anderson,  a  niece  of  Gen.  Biggert,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Porter  County.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin:  Iva,  twelve  years  of  age,  and  Ethel  five  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


A.  F.  HEINEMAN. 


The  thought  which  presents  itself  to  the  conservative  and  far-seeing  mind 
"when  the  question  is  projjounded  as  to  what  essentials  are  necessary  to  a  man's 
success  in  business  is  that  they  are  industry,  sobriety  and  economy,  and  the 
history  of  well-established  enterprises  like  that  conducted  by  Heineman  & 
White,  leading  druggists  of  Valparaiso,  will  corroborate  this.  The  senior 
member  of  the  firm,  A.  F.  Heineman,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  and  was  born 
December  16,  1861,  and  here  he  grew  to  mature  years.  As  a  necessary  con- 
sequence he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  and  development  of 
the  city,  taking  a  native  pride  in  its  advancement.     His  parents,  Valentine  and 

Margaret  ( )  Heineman,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and   came  to  this 

country  about  1850.  The  father  first  settled  in  the  Empire  State,  but  subse- 
quently came  to  Valparaiso,  where  he  followed  the  brick  mason's  trade,  erect- 
ing some  of  the  best  buildings  in  Valparaiso.      At    the  present  time  lie  is 
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engaged  in  raising  bees  and  still  resides  in  Valparaiso.  He  is  well  respected 
in  Porter  County,  and  was  City  Councilman  for  a  number  of  terms.  Three 
children  were  born  to  bis  marriage:  A.  F.,  T.  A.,  and  Emma.  In  the  schools 
of  Valparaiso  our  subject  received  a  thorough  education,  and  after  leaving  the 
Normal  School  he  took  a  business  course,  thus  fitting  himself  in  an  admirable 
manner  for  his  subsequent  prosperous  career.  For  about  five  years  after  leav- 
ing school  he  was  in  the  drug  store  of  W.  P.  Wilcox,  and  then  went  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  took  a  course  of  lectures.  Later  he  was  employed  by  Fuller 
&,  Fuller,  wholesale  druggists  of  Chicago,  and  had  charge  of  the  city  sales. 
With  that  firm  he  remained  five  years  and  then  went  toClevelaud,  Ohio,  where 
be  was  with  the  firm  of  Strong,  Cobb  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  for  about 
one  3'ear.  Keturning  to  Valparaiso  he  was  with  his  former  employer  for  a 
short  time,  and  in  1888  purchased  the  stock  and  carried  on  the  business  alone 
until  1890,  when  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  E.  E.  White.  Mr.  Heineman  is  an 
enterprising  young  business  man,  and  his  reputation  for  integrity  and  honor- 
able methods  is  of  the  highest.  He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  National 
Union.  For  eight  years  he  has  been  a  lessee  of  the  Valparaiso  Opera  House, 
and  makes  it  a  point  to  get  some  of  the  best  attractions  and  amusements  to 
come  to  this  city.  He  was  married  in  188G  to  Miss  Etta  Brown  of  Willoughby, 
Ohio.     She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


CHARLES   M.  GOGAN. 

These  are  favorable  opportunities  in  men'slives,  which,  if  taken  advantage 
of,  will  take  them  far  along  the  road  toward  the  consummation  of  their  ideals, 
and,  too,  there  are  those  who  have  a  strange  intuition  of  that  time  and  avail 
themselves  of  it.  But  never  does  this  mysterious  aid  come  to  those  without 
ambition  and  fixed  purpose.  Determined  effort  invites  success.  Included  in 
the  narrow  circle  of  men  who  have  fought  the  battle  successfully  is  Charles 
M.  Gogan,  passenger  engineer  on  the  P.  Ft.  W.  &  C.  R.  R.  He  is  a  product 
of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Oneida  County,  September  22,   1844,    to  the 

onion  of  John  and  Jane  ( )  Gogan.     The  father  was  born   in  Dublin, 

Ireland,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Sheffree,  who  was  of  French  origin, 
her  i^rents  having  been  born  in  that  country.  Some  time  in  the  thirties  the 
parents  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  and  settled  in  Oneida  County,  New  York. 
Later  they  moved  to  LaPorteCounty,  Indiana,  and  in  1858  came  to  Valparaiso, 
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where  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives  were  passed.  The  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  was  also  a  successful  dairyman.  Of  the  eiglit 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  only  tliree  now  survive.  The  original 
of  this  notice  received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  common  schools,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  Valparaiso.  Two  years  later, 
or  in  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  served 
through  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Austin,  Texas,  under  Gen.  Custer,  in 
1865.  Although  so  young  Mr.  Gogan  was  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  who 
ever  ti"od  the  red  sod  of  a  battle  field.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Holly  Springs, 
Mississippi,  Ft.  Pillow,  Vicksburg,  Guutown,  thirty-two  engagements  in  all, 
and  was  a  sergeant,  being  first  chief  of  orderlies  under  Gen.  Custer.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Valparaiso  and  soon  after  began  railroading  on 
the  P.  Ft.  W.  &  G.  R.  R.  as  fireman.  After  two  years  he  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  and  ran  a  freight  for  some  time,  but  later  Avas  given  a  passenger 
engine,  which  he  has  been  running  for  the  past  seventeen  j'ears.  He  ran  the 
limited  train  between  Chicago  and  New  York  for  a  number  of  years,  and  lias 
won  a  record  as  the  bravest  and  fastest  running  engineer  on  the  whole  system 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  ran  the  fastest  train  in  the  west — the  fast 
mail — with  engine  No.  167,  the  second  fastest  engine  on  the  road.  Generally 
he  pulled  three  or  four  mail  cars  and  as  many  express  cars,  making  the  run 
from  Chicago  to  Ft.  Wayne,  149  miles,  in  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Con- 
sidering the  number  of  stops  made  necessary  by  railroad  crossings  during  the 
first  twenty-five  miles  of  the  run,  this  is  really  remarkable  time.  To  be  a 
skilled  engineer  requires  courage  and  nerves  like  steel,  and  the  man  who  pulls 
out  with  a  train  load  of  passengers  to  dash  into  the  darkness  at  the  speed  of 
a  mile  a  minute,  needs  plenty  of  self-confidence  and  nerve.  Mr.  Gogan  is  a 
fine  looking  man,  with  a  massive,  well-knit  frame,  keen  bright  eyes,  hair 
slightly  sprinkled  with  gray,  and  impresses  those  who  meet  him  in  a  casual 
way  as  one  who  has  drifted  easily  and  naturally  into  his  business.  He  has 
been  with  the  Fort  Wayne  R.  R.  Co.  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  with- 
out a  day's  loss  of  time,  and  is  one  of  the  most  valued  men  on  the  road.  His 
train  has  carried  more  dignitaries  over  the  road,  more  special  trains  with 
Presidents  and  other  noted  people,  than  any  other  on  the  line.  'Mr.  Gogan  is 
an  interesting  conversationalist,  and  can  relate  many  thrilling  experiences, 
but  he  has  never  met  with  an  accident.  The  Valparaiso  Commandery  adopted 
resolutions  thanking  Mr.  Gogan  for  his  kindness  and  thoughtfulness  of  guests 
of  whom  he  had  charge   in   a  trip  across  the   Rocky  Mountains  to   Denver, 
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Colorado.  Our  subject  started  from  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  and  lias 
now  reached  the  top.  He  has  accumulated  considerable  property  and  has  a 
good  cash  account.  A  short  time  ago  he  sold  property  that  he  owned  in  Chi- 
eago  for  $9,000  cash,  and  he  owns  a  nice  home  in  Valparaiso.  Mr.  Gogan 
was  president  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry  Association,  and  was 
presented  with  a  handsome  gold-headed  cane  at  their  last  reunion  held 
at  Marion,  Indiana,  in  1890.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  life-long  member  of  Pleiades  Blue 
Lodge  and  Worley  E.  Egan  Chapter  of  Chicago.  He  is  past  eminent  com- 
mander of  Valparaiso  Commandery,  and  led  the  same  to  Denver  in  1892.  Mr. 
Gogan  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Kate  O'Connell,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  He  is  a  substantial  citizen  of  Porter  County,  and  a  liberal  donator 
to  all  public  enterprises. 


ELMER   E.  WHITE. 

From  the  very  earliest  ages,  the  art  of  preparing  the  compounds  that  arrest 
and  remove  pain  and  heal  the  sick,  has  been  regarded  as  among  the  highest  of 
human  functions,  and  thus  it  is  that  so  much  interest  and  importance  attach 
to  the  calling  of  the  druggist  in  our  own  day.  Among  the  leading  and  most 
reliable  members  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  is 
the  firm  of  Heineman  <fe  White.  Their  stock  embraces  fresh,  pure  drugs  and 
chemicals,  patent  and  proprietary  remedies,  toilet  articles,  perfumery,  drug- 
gist's sundi'ies,  etc.,  supplemented  by  a  choice  line  of  imported  and  domestic 
eigars.  Mr.  White,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Valparaiso, 
July  24,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  F.  White.  Our  subject  was  only  about 
eighteen  months  old  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
Elias  Axe,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Valparaiso.  Young  AVhite  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  Valparaiso  and  subsequently  entered  the 
Normal  College  of  Valparaiso  where  he  took  a  commercial  course.  Afterward 
he  was  employed  by  L.  Rowley  &  Son,  then  Rowley  &  Letherman,  and  con- 
tinued with  the  two  firms  about  five  years.  Then  on  account  of  ill  health, 
asthma,  he  went  west,  traveling  through  Kansas,  Indian  Territory  and  Texas 
for  two  years.  He  was  greatly  benefitted  and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was 
employed  bj'  Morrison  &  Plummer,  wholesale  druggists,  for  about  eighteen 
months.  Returning  to  Valparaiso,  he  was  employed  by  A.  F.  Heineman  for 
about  ten  months,    after  which,  in  1890,  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
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store,  the  firm  name  being  Heineman  &  White.  This  is  one  of  the  neatest 
stores  in  the  city  and  a  large  stock  of  goods  is  carried.  Mr.  AVhite  was  mar- 
ried in  1891  to  Miss  Ina  C.  Moore,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic 
order.  He  is  a  self-made  young  man  and  deserves  much  credit  for  his  enter- 
prise. 

EDWARD   A.  MEE. 

The  modern    hotel  with  its   luxurious   appointments,  elegant  furnishings 
and  large  capacity,  is  a  strictly  American   institution,  whether   found  in  this 
country  or  Europe,  albeit  bearing  the  mark  of  European  innovations,  and  indi- 
cates the  gregariousness  and  love   of  luxury   of   the   inhabitants  of  the   New 
World.      The  hostelry  of  old  times  became  the  inn  ;  with  the  increase  of  travel 
and  the  growth  of  cities,  the  latter  became  the  hotel,  which  name  had  previously 
been  used  in  speaking  of  the  great  and  magnificent  residences  of  the  noble 
rich  in  Europe.     The  history  of  the  American  hotel  is  interesting  from  every 
point  of  view.     In  Valparaiso,  where  so  many  celebrated  houses  exist,  and 
with   which   so   many   famous  hosts  and  distinguished  visitors  are  connected, 
the  hotel  history  is  si^ecially  interesting.      Among  the  most  prominent  of  these 
is  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  whose  proprietor,  Edward  A.  Mee,  is  the  beau  ideal 
of  a  hospitable  landlord,   attending  to  the  wants  of  his  guests  most  efficiently 
and  without  ostentation.      He  is  a  native  of  Cook  County,  Illinois,    born   near 
Chicago,  October  27,  1849,  and  the  son  of  George  and  Kachel  (Fowler)  Mee, 
the   former   a   native   of   England   and   the   latter   of   Canada.      The    parents 
resided  a  short  time  in  Cook  County,  Illinois,  and  then  moved  to  Lake  County, 
Indiana,  where  they  reside  at  the  present  time,  near  Lowell.     The  father  is  a 
merchant  tailor  by  trade  and  this  he  follows  at  the  present  time.     Edward  A. 
Mee,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Lake  County,   Indiana,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  same.      Wlien  he  became  large  enough  and 
old   enough   to  manage   his  own  affairs,  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at 
Lowell,  Indiana,  and  followed  the   same  for  five  years.      After  this,  he  began 
keeping  hotel  and  ran  the  Kockwell  House  bar  in  Crown  Point  for  two  years. 
In  1887,  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana,   and    bought  out  the  Grand  Central 
Hotel,   of  which  he  has  since  been  the  capable  and  popular  proprietor.     He 
was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Mary  Ennis  of  Lake  County,    Indiana,   and  one 
child   has  been  given   this  union,   AVill  Carlton.      In  his  political  views,  Mr. 
Mee  is  a  Republican. 
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ALLEN   W.   REYNOLDS. 

TREASURER  OP  PORTER  COUNTY. 

A  narrative  of  success  in  life  affoi'ds  a  lesson  from  which  others  can  greatly 
profit.  In  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  there  was  born  September  18,  1846,  a 
sou  to  Allen  W.,  Sr.,  and  Harriet  M.  (Pratt)  Reynolds,  and  there  he  remained, 
a  sturdy  youtli,  until  eight  years  of  age.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
drummer  boy  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  maternal  great  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  same  war.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  the  Empire 
State  but  at  an  early  date  moved  to  Indiana,  LaPorte  County.  There  the 
father  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  well  caving  in  on  him  in  1846,  and  the 
mother  subsequently  married  Nahum  Cross,  who  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Reynolds 
second  marriage  occurred  in  1854,  and  her  death  occurred  April  17,  1890. 
Allen  W.  Reynolds  was  the  only  child  by  the  first  marriage,  but  there  were  two 
children  born  to  the  second  union,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  When 
eight  years  of  age,  our  subject  came  with  his  mother  to  Valparaiso,  and  in 
that  city  he  received  a  thorough  education.  During  his  boyhood,  he  learned 
the  baker's  trade  and  followed  this  for  about  eleven  years,  meeting  with  fair 
success.  In  the  year  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-eighth  Regiment,  in  the  100-days'  service,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
re-enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  until  cessation  of  hostilities.  His  time  was  spent  in  the 
Cumberland  Mountains.  Following  the  war,  he  returned  home  and  en- 
gaged in  the  bakery  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  marriage,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1871,  to  Miss  Abbie  Hayden.  After  that,  he  removed  to  Morgan 
Township,  this  county,  on  a  farm,  and  followed  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  elected  treasurer  of  the  county  in  the  fall  of  1890.  In  1892,  he  was 
re-elected  to  that  position,  and  in  that  capacity  he  has  shown  himself  courteous, 
obliging  and  efficient.  Nowhere  has  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  a  man's 
character  a  better  field  for  manifestation  tlian  in  official  work,  and  Mr. 
Reynold's  impress  on  this  sphere  of  public  duty  will  long  be  felt.  He  still 
owns  his  farm  and  is  an  extensive  stock  dealer.  To  his  marriage  has  been 
born  four  children,  as  follows:  Gordon  L.,  age  twenty  years;  Charles  A., 
age  fifteen  years;  John  G.,  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  Bernice,  age  four  years. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Reynolds  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically 
a  Democrat.     Mrs.  Reynolds  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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JOHN   MAXWELL. 

Among  the  old  soldiers  and  reliable  farmers  of  Porter  County,  Indiana 
stands  the  name  of  John  Maxwell  who  is  everj'where  respected  for  his  sterling 
worth.  He  was  born  in  Kingston,  Canada,  in  1830,  to  the  union  of  John  and 
Uorinda  (Morrison)  Maxwell  (see  sketch  of  George  Maxwell),  and  was  but 
five  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Porter  County,  Indiana. 
He  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  amid  the  rude  surroundings  of  pioneer  life,  attended 
the  primitive  log  school  house  of  those  days,  and  when  old  enough  to  choose 
his  occupation  in  life,  very  naturally  selected  agricultural  pursuits.  In  August, 
1862  he  enlisted  at  Val[)araiso,  Indiana,  in  Company  I,  Seventy-third  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private  and  was  in  active  duty  until  honorably 
discharged  July  2, 1865.  Diaring  that  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral and  afterward  sergeant.  His  first  fight  was  at  Perryville,  then  Stone 
River  and  his  regiment  was  camped  at  Nashville  when  Hood  made  his  raid. 
Later  his  regiment  was  detailed  with  other  regiments  to  go  with  Col.  Streight 
on  his  famous  raid,  and  started  out  on  foot.  They  were  armed  but  were  obliged 
to  secure  their  own  horses.  Mr.  Maxwell  became  the  possessor  of  a  mule  and 
not  liking  this  he  went  with  a  squad  of  soldiers  to  a  cotton  plantation  where 
he  found  a  tine  horse.  After  this  his  regiment  was  in  many  skirmishes  and 
at  Hall  Gap  a  severe  fight  occurred,  his  command  surrendering  a  few  miles 
from  Rome,  Georgia.  Mr.  Maxwell  was  taken  as  a  prisoner  and  held  at  Rome, 
Georgia,  a  few  days  after  which  they  wei-e  sent  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  thence 
to  Libb)'  Prison  where  he  was  confined  two  months.  While  there  his  rations 
were  about  two  spoonsful  of  black  beans,  a  little  hard-tack  and  water,  three 
times  a  day.  The  last  few  days  of  his  prison  life  a  small  piece  of  mule  meat 
was  given  him.  There  was  a  good  bakery  in  the  prison  and  negro  waiters 
would  frequently  pass  through  the  prison,  near  the  half-starved-to-death  pris- 
ners,  with  good,  hot,  white  bread,  but  not  any  of  it  did  they  get.  A  Union 
soldier  from  Tennessee,  who  was  nearly  starved,  told  Mr.  Maxwell  that  he 
could  not  stand  it  to  see  the  bread  pass  through  and  would  take  some  the  first 
■opportunity.  He  was  warned  if  he  did  that  his  punishment  would  be  worse 
than  starvation.  The  next  day  four  negroes  carrying  bread  stopped  near  a 
group  of  hungry  prisoners  and  the  soldier  siezed  a  small  piece.      He  was  im- 
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mediately  pounced  upon  by  two  guards,  who  bucked  aud  gagged  him,  and 
thrust  a  bayonet  into  his  moutii  back  of  the  gag,  cutting  his  mouth  severely. 
They  then  crossed  his  thumbs  and  tied  him  up  by  them  until  his  toes  just 
touched  the  ground.  Here  he  hung  for  half  a  day,  being  released  at  inter- 
vals of  an  hour  so  as  not  to  kill  him  outright.  His  thumbs,  hands  aud  wrists 
grew  black  and  he  bled  freely  at  the  mouth.  His  agony  was  intense  but  he 
could  not  utter  a  word  or  moan  of  pain.  When  he  could  endure  the  toiture 
no  longer  he  was  released  and  allowed  to  go.  He  finally  recovered.  Mr. 
Maxwell  remained  in  Libby  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  and  was 
finallj"  paroled  and  exchanged  at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  From  there  he  went  to 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  and  received  a  thirty  days'  furlough,  after  which  he 
rejoined  his  regiment  and  for  three  mouths  guarded  a  bridge  at  Larkinsville, 
Alabama.  After  that  he  guarded  Hurricane  Bridge  for  some  time,  then  for 
one  year  was  at  Huutsville  and  Decatur  and  was  then  sent  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee. Later  he  returned  home,  and  remained  with  his  mother  on  the  farm 
until  her  death.  In  January,  1889  he  married  Miss  Lucretia  E.  Baum,  daugh- 
ter of  Silas  and  Hannah  ( Weltmore)  Baum.  Mr.  Baum  was  born  in  Richland 
County, ,  and  it  was  of  German  descent.  He  was  married  in  Michi- 
gan and  five  children  were  the  result  of  this  union:  Mary  J.,  Lucretia  E., 
Laura  J.,  Francis  M.  and  Geneva  M.  Mr.  Baum  settled  in  Morgan  in  1851 
and  became  a  wealthy  farmer,  owning  500  acres  of  land.  He  was  a  hard- 
working, industrious  citizen,  and  a  soldier  in  the  early  Indian  wars.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Eepublican  aud  lie  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Baum  died  August  5,  1886  but  his  widow  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm.  Our  subject  has  ever  aflSliated  with  the 
Republican  party  and  is  an  industrious,  liard-working  citizen. 


GEORGE  MAXWELL. 

This  citizen  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  old  soldiers  of 
Pleasant  Township,  Porter  County,  Indiana.  He  inherits  much  of  his  push 
and  energy  from  his  Irish  ancestors,  his  parents,  John  and  Dorinda  (Morri- 
son) Maxwell,  coming  from  Dublin,  Ireland.  The  father  was  a  horsemen  in  the 
oUl  country,  but  about  1836,  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  first  settled  in  Canada. 
Later  he  moved  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  in  1842,  where  he  entered  a  tract 
of  land.      To  this  he  subsequently  added  160  acres,  which   made  him   a  good 
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home,  and  here  he  resided  until  his  death,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1872.  when' 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  became  a  substantial  farmer,  was  highly 
respected,  and  held  a  number  of  local  offices,  among  them  being  Township 
Trustee  and  Treasurer.  In  the  old  country  he  and  wife  were  members  of  th& 
Church  of  England,  but  after  coming  to  America  they  united  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  Mr.  Maxwell  was  deacon  for  many  years.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maxwell  were  born  eight  children,  as  follows:  William,  John, 
Arthur,  Edward,  Susannah,  George,  Maria  and  Mary  A.  Mr.  Maxwell  was 
an  industi-ious,  hardworking  man,  and  taught  his  children  lessons  of  per- 
severance and  industry,  which  have  remained  with  them  through  life.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a  Democrat,  but  during  the  Rebellion  he  became  a  strict 
Republican.  George  Maxw  ell,  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm,  in 
Pleasant  Township,  Porter  County,  March  22,  1844,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  old  log  schoolhoiise  of  that  day.  He  began  his  career  as  a 
farmer  when  seventeen  years  of  ajre,  and  on  the  utli  of  August,  18B2.  he 
enlisted  in  Capt.  Rolliu  M.  Pratt's  Company  I,  Seventy-third  Regiment,  Indi- 
ana Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  honorably  discharged  at  Indian- 
apolis, July  5,  1865,  having  served  his  country  faithfully  for  three  years. 
During  this  time  he  was  never  sick  and  was  ever  ready  for  active  service. 
His  first  battle  was  at  Stone  River,  where,  out  of  his  company  of  thirty-two- 
men,  sixteen  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  every  one  wounded  subsequently 
died.  After  this  battle  the  Federal  troops  fortified  the  town  of  Murfreesboro, 
and,  about  April  1,  our  subject's  regiment  went  with  Col.  Straight's  raid 
through  Alabama  and  Georgia,  the  object  being  to  prevent  the  Confederates 
from  reaching  the  Gulf,  and  to  destroy  all  munitions  of  war,  as  well  as  all 
military  forts  or  hostile  towns,  and  as  Col.  Streight  said:     "To  kill   all  the 

d- d  rebels  possible.''     The  regiment  was  mounted  infantry  and  at  Eastport 

the  company  was  equipped  with  good  muskets,  100  rounds  of  ammunition,  ten 
days'  rations,  an  army  pack  saddle,  but  were  required  to  furnish  their  own 
horses.  They  began  scouring  the  country  for  horses  and  Mr.  Maxwell  was 
out  four  days  before  he  found  a  horse.  He  then  came  across  a  fine  stallion  in 
a  fodder  shed,  and  although  the  planter  protested,  Mr.  Maxwell  obeyed  orders- 
and  took  the  horse.  He  then  joined  his  command  of  the  famous  raid  and 
fought  ip  the  following  battles  and  skirmishes:  Crooked  Creek,  Wildcat 
Hollow,  Day's  Gap,  and  Rome,  Georgia.  Four  miles  from  Rome  a  hard 
battle  was  fought  and  the  Federals  were  defeated.  Contrary  to  the  terms  of 
surrender,  the  soldiers  were  stripped  of  all  personal  property,  watches,  money- 
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and  extra  clothing,  and  Mr.  Maxwell  had  §30  taken  that  he  had  con- 
cealed in  liis  boot  leg.  His  watch  and  pocket-knife  were  taken,  as  was  also 
a  ring  from  his  finger.  After  this  he  was  sent,  with  other  prisoners,  on  a 
box-car,  to  Belle  Island,  an  annex  to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  remained  ten 
days,  being  in  a  dungeon  one  night.  After  being  paroled,  he  was  taken  to 
Petersburg  and  thence,  by  boat,  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  Baltimoi-e,  Camp 
Chase,  and  then  reported  at  Indianapolis.  Later  our  subject  was  in  the  battle 
of  Day's  Gap  and  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  the  ball  puncturing  the  bone 
and  making  a  severe  wound.  He  had  no  hospital  attention,  but  remained  with 
the  regiment  and  was  assisted,  by  his  comrades,  out  of  Libby  Prison.  After 
the  battle  of  Atlanta,  he  was  on  guard  duty  at  Larkinsville,  Alabama,  but 
was  subsequently  ordered  home.  He  then  followed  farming,  and  on  the  IStb 
of  December,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  J.  Patton,  daughter  of 
George  W.  Patton  (see  sketch).  For  four  years  Mr.  Maxwell  remained  on 
the  farm  with  his  wife's  parents  and  then  settled  south  of  Tassinong,  on  his 
present  farm  of  100  acres,  W'here  he  has  a  pleasant  rural  home,  good  barns 
and  out-buildings,  and  is  very  comfortably  fixed.  To  his  marriage  were  boru 
two  children:  Zeb  and  Eoy.  Mr.  Maxwell  owns  a  team  of  fine  horses  and 
has  a  half-mile  regulation  track  on  his  farm.  He  has  a  number  oi  blooded 
horses  and  his  stallion,  "Gold  Wilkes,"  by  Dispatcli,  4480,  is  a  royal  bred 
horse  and  bids  fair  to  make  a  very  speedy  one;  also  "  Longwood,"' 4968, 
standard  and  registered,  by  Onwood.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Maxwell  is 
a  Republican.  He  is  an  upright,  straight-forward  citizen,  is  well  liked  by  all 
and  has  many  warm  friends.  The  family  is  highly  respected  in  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  have  had  five  children,  but,  as  before  stated,  only  Zeb 
and  Roy  are  living.  The  ones  deceased  were,  Zellie,  born  October  6,  1875, 
and  died  November  12,  1882:  Courtie,  born  February  16,  1878,  and  died 
April  10,  1888,  and  Ray,  born  February  2,  1888,  the  latter  a  twin  with  Eoy. 
The  son,  Zeb,  was  married  February  7,  1894,  to  Miss  Florence  Niman. 


GEORGE  W.  PATTON. 

This  worthy  citizen  is  a  descendant  of  sturdy  Pennsylvania  German  stock 
on  his  paternal  side  and  of  German  and  French  stock  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house.  His  grandfather,  Patton,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter's  son,  Robert  Patton,  father  of  subject,  was  probably  born 
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iu  Licking  County,  Ohio.       Kobert  grew  to  mature  years  ami  was  married 
iu  Licking  County  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bartholomew,  the  daughter  of  John  and 

Drusiila  [ )  Bartholomew.      Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Patten,  Drusiila,-  Xancy,  John  and  George  W.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  a  farmer,  but  also  worked  in  the  timber,  like  many  people  living  near  the 
Muskingum  River.  He  was  accustomed  to  make  up  a  boat  load  of  farm  pro- 
duce and  take  it  down  the  several  rivers  to  Xew  Orleans  to  market.  From  one 
of  these  trips  he  never  returned  and  his  death  is  a  mystery  to  this  day.  His 
widow  came  to  Indiana  iu  1834  with  her  farther,  John  Bartholomew,  who  set- 
tled on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject.  He  brought  what  was  called  a 
float — an  Indian  right  to  320  acres  of  land — and  which  he  held,  as  it  was  a 
reserved  right  to  the  Indians.  He  also  pui'chased  200  acres  of  land  adjoining, 
of  the  Government,  so  that  lie  had  o'lO  acres  of  rich  land,  on  which  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  when  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  aud  deacon  for  many  years.  Well  known  and  well 
respected,  he  was  an  excellent  citizen.  During  theTTar  of  1812  he  was  a  gov- 
ernment scout  along  the  Ohio  Eiver  into  Kentucky,  operating  against  the 
Indians.  His  brother.  Joseph,  was  also  a  scout  and  became  a  Colonel  in  the  War 
of  1812.  commanding  a  regiment  under  Gen.  Harrison  at  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
canoe. John  Bartholomew  had  many  thrilling  adventures  with  the  Indians 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  delighted  iu  narrating  his  experi- 
ences. He  was  one  of  the  early  County  Commissioners.  To  his  mar- 
riage was  born  nine  children:  Jane,  Stephen,  Joseph,  -\lbert  John,  Cynthia, 
Elizabeth,  Belinda  and  Drusiila.  George  W.  Patton.  the  subject  of  this 
brief  sketch,  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  at  an.  early  date  be- 
came familiar  with  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm.  On  the  13th  of  December. 
1S46,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Adams, 
daughter  of  Henry  S.  Adams  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Porter  County, 
coming  fi-om  Michigan,  to  this  county  in  1834,  although  formerly  fi'om  Zanes- 
ville.  Ohio.  Here  Adams  became  a  wealthy  farmer.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  children:  Edward,  Eachel.  Nancy.  Elizabeth,  Lucinda.  Marga- 
ret. George,  Drusiila  and  Henrietta.  Mr.  Adams  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  and  lived  to  be  eighty  years  of  age.  His  widow  is  still  living  and 
is  eighty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
■Church  and  a  deacon  and  elder  iu  the  same  for  many  years.  This  worthy 
gentleman  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  support  religious  enterprises  and 
.assisted  largely  in  building  the  brick  church  in  Morgan  Township.       To  our 
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subject  and  wife  were  born  two  children ;  Harriet  J.  and  John  N.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Patton  settled  on  a  rented  farm  for  some  time  but,  subsequently 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Morgan  Township.  To  this  he  added  by 
subsequent  purchases  until  he  owned  320  acres  he  gave  160  acres  to  his  chil- 
dren and  now  has  160  acres  left,  all  well  cultivated  and  well  improved.  He 
has  ever  been  industrious  and  enterprising,  and  was  Township  Trustee  for  four 
years.  Mr.  Patton  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  an  elder  in  the  same 
for  many  years,  and  assisted  in  building  the  church  in  Morgan  Township.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  A  true  Christian  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  he  is 
universally  respected. 


F.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

This  practical  printer  and  able  editor  has  been  familiar  with  the  calling 
in  which  he  is  now  engaged  for  many  years,  for  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  printer's  trade  before  he  had  attained  his  thirteenth  year,  He  was  born 
on  the  3rd  of  May,  1843  at  Franklin,  New  Hampshire  and  the  law  of  the  asso- 
ciation of  ideas  caused  him  to  accept  the  namesake  of  his  natal  town  as  his 
ideal,  and  at  an  early  age  he  entered  the  office  of  the  "Statesman,"  of  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  At  an  early  day  he  began  to  realize  the  fact  that  bis  educa- 
tion was  not  as  good  as  it  should  be  and  in  order  to  better  fit  himself  for  his 
life  work  he  returned  to  school  and  completed  a  course  at  Sanbum  Seminary, 
now  Talburton  College,  in  1859.  In  1865,  anticipating  the  advice  of  another 
great  printer,  he  came  west  and  his  first  journalistic  experience  here  was  on  the 
Peoria,  (Illinoisj  "Transcript,"  after  which  he  was  employed  on  many  of  the 
leading  papers  of  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Illinois.  He  was  at  one  time  proprie- 
tor of  four  papers  at  Oilman,  Illinois  and  there  all  his  accumulations  of  years 
were  swept  away  by  fire.  Mr.  Robertson  was  attracted  to  Hebron  in  the  win- 
ter of  1892-93  and  although  several  unsuccessful  attempts  at- journalism  had 
been  made  in  that  little  place,  he  succeeded  in  successfully  establishing  the 
"Hebron  Leader"  and  impressing  upon  the  people  the  fact  that  a  newspaper, 
properly  supported,  may  be  made  an  active  factor  in  the  growth  of  a  town. 
His  policy  has  been  to  make  his  paper  the  best  family  journal  possible,  a  wide- 
awake and  reliable  paper,  earnestly  devoted  to  the  great  principles  upon  which 
the  Republican  party  was  founded,  but  independent  in  utterance  and  impartial 
in  criticism.  His  paper  never  fails  to  have  in  its  columns  something  that 
will  interest  and  attract  the  reader  and  something  that  is  of  an  instructive  na- 
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tui'e.  lu  fact,  be  is  live  newspaper  mau,  progressive  and  pushing,  is  always 
looking  for  new  ideas  and  has  himself  originated  many.  In  his  business  he 
finds  an  able  assistant  in  his  son,  Willie  H.,  who  was  born  April  1,  1874  and 
who  fully  understands  all  the  details  of  the  work,  for  he  may  be  said  to  have 
been  reared  in  the  business.  He  is  a  promising  young  newspaper  man,  pos- 
sesses a  keen,  clear  and  vigorous  intellect  and  in  the  editorial  world  bids  fair 
to  win  both  fame  and  fortune  for  himself.  In  1S69  Mr.  Kobertsou  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Sarah  Harold,  of  Livingston  County,  Illinois  and  Willie  H.,  above 
mentioned,  is  the  only  child  of  this  union.  Fraternally  Mr.  Robertson  affiliates 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 


ALBERT  F.  WILCOX. 

In  this  age  of  gross  and  almost  universal  adulteration,  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  refer  to  those  reliable  houses  where  the  public  is  assured  of  obtain- 
ing only  the  purest  and  best  goods,  and  where  no  imposition  is  practiced  upon 
credulous  patrons.  Such  is  the  responsible  and  orderly  establishment  of  Mr. 
AVilcox,  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  wines  and  brandies,  and  in  all  imported  wines 
and  liquors.  He  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Porter 
County,  Indiana,  and  is  a  product  of  Kouts,  Indiana,  where  he  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  January  1,  1857,  being  a  son  of  Eason  and  Mary  (Kouts)  Wil- 
cox, the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  citizens  of  Hebron, 
having  been  a  resident  of  Northwestern  Indiana  from  early  childhood.  Dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  honorable  pursuit  of  farm- 
ing, but  is  best  remembered  by  the  early  settlers  of  the  State  as  the  driver  of 
the  first  stage  ever  run  between  Michigan  City  and  Valparaiso.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Wilcox  resided  in  Kouts,  Indiana,  but  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Valparaiso,  in  which  city  he  opened 
a  first-class  saloon,  and  conducted  it  in  an  exemplary  manner  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  then  engaged  in  the  same  business  at  the  Union  Stock  Yai'ds 
near  Chicago,  where  he  at  once  built  up  a  brisk  and  active  trade,  but  fate 
seemed  to  be  against  him  there,  for  his  establishment  caught  fire  and  all  his 
possessions  were  consumed.  He  then  returned  to  Hebron,  with  no  other 
resources  than  his  indomitable  pluck  and  energy,  opened  another  establish- 
ment, and  soon  found  himself  out  of  deep  water  and  floating  on  a  prosperous 
tide.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  January  15,  1891,  he  left  his  family  well 
provided  for,  and  his  sou,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  the  possession   of  an 
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-excellent  busiuess.  His  first  wife  died  iu  1883,  arid  he  took  for  bis  secoud 
wife  au  Arkansas  lady,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  The  fruits  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were  four  children:  Sarah,  wife  of  W.  J.  Irvan,  I'esides  iu  Hebron; 
Martha  is  a  well-known  milliner  of  that  place;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  William 
Wilson,  of  Hebron,  and  Albert,  who  is  the  second  of  the  family  in  order  of 
birth.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hebron  and  in  the 
Valparaiso  Normal  College,  the  leading  educational  institution  of  Northwestern 
Indiana,  and  from  earliest  boyhood  lent  his  father  valuable  assistance  about 
his  establishment,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  head  of  the  house  succeeded  to 
his  present  profitable  busiuess.  Whatever  prejudice  may  exist  in  the  popular 
mind  against  the  calling  in  which  he  is  engaged,  it  is  known  and  acknowledged 
that  both  Easou  and  Albert  Wilcox  have  always  been  noted  for  the  most 
scrupulous  honesty  and  integrity,  for  the  ordei'lj^  manner  in  which  they  have 
conducted  their  houses,  and  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  welfai-e  of 
Hebron  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Wilcox  has  always  supported  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  and  is  a  member  of  the  honorable  order  of  Foresters. 


J.  K.  WILSON,  M.D. 

The  profession  of  the  physician  is  one  that  has  drawn  to  it  at  all  periods 
of  its  history,  the  brightest  and  most  honorable  of  men;  for  none  but  au  intelli- 
gent, well-informed  man  could  be  a  physician  at  all,  and  no  physician  not  a 
man  of  honor  could  long  retain  a  profitable  practice.  Porter  County  is  for- 
tunate in  its  physicians,  and  it  is  especially  so  during  recent  years,  in  its 
younger  generation  of  practitioners,  who  have  contributed  much  to  the 
enhancement  of  the  county's  reputation  as  a  center  of  medical  knowledge. 
Dr.  Wilson  is  a  representative  of  the  regular  school  at  Hebron,  is  a  native 
Hoosier,  and  owes  his  nativity  to  the  village  of  Leroy,  Lake  County,  where 
he  was  born  December  23,  1867.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Jane  (Mc- 
Kay) Wilson,  who  came  to  this  country  from  the  Isle  of  Erin  in  a  very  early 
day,  and  he  is  the  sixth  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  them,  ten  of  whom 
are  living  at  the  present  time.  Dr.  Wilson  was  educated  iu  the  public  schools 
of  Leroy  and  Hebron,  and  later  finished  his  literary  education  in  the  State 
Normal  College  at  Valparaiso,  in  which  he  was  a  faithful  and  industrious 
student.  After  leaving  this  institution  he  entered  the  oflice  of  Drs.  W.  B.  and 
J.  K.  Blackstoue,  with  whom  he  studied  off  and  on  for  about  three  years,  but 
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previous  to  this  had  been  a  "  Hoosier  Schoolmaster  "  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  gained  a  reputation  for  ability  and  thoroughness  which  has 
remained  with  him  during  his  experience  as  a  medical  practitioner.  In  1892 
he  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  being  a  classmate  of  Dr.  H. 
M.  Evans,  of  Valparaiso,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  work.  After 
graduating  Dr.  Wilson  practiced  for  about  a  year  in  Lansing,  Illinois,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  Hebron,  and  succeeded  to  the  practice  of  Dr.  J.  K. 
Blackstone,  and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  practice,  not  only  remunerative 
but  among  the  elite  of  his  section,  although  he  is  always  prompt  to  respond  to 
the  call  of  those  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  from  whom  he  never  expects  to 
receive  a  cent  of  remuneration.  His  reputation  has  already  extended  to  the 
surrounding  counties,  and  he  gives  every  promise  of  becoming  eminent  in  his 
profession.  Politically,  he  h^s  always  supported  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  while  interested  in  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  he  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters,  in  wliicli  he  is  medical  examiner.  September  12,  1893,  he  was 
married  to  Ada,  daughter  of  H.  W.  Bryant,  of  the  firuj  of  Bryant,  Dowd  & 
Co.,  of  Hebron.  The  Doctor  owes  his  present  prosperity  to  his  own  unaided 
efforts,  and  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  sur- 
mounted the  many  difficulties  that  have  strewn  his  pathways,  especially  at  the 
commencement  of  his  career. 


WILLIAM   H,  SNYDER. 

He  who  is  careful  in  small  thiisgs,  and  who  earns  a  reputation  for  honesty 
and  reliability  by  observing  the  promises  he  has  made,  is  already  on  the  high 
road  to  a  consummation  of  his  hopes.  As  a  discriminating  and  competent 
man,  there  is  none  more  worthy  the  name  tlian  William  H.  Snyder,  of 
Ora,  Starke  County,  Indiana.  Mr.  Snyder  owes  his  origin  to  Columbus, 
Indiana,  his  birth  occurring  December  19,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Eetta  (Thompson)  Snyder,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Indiana,  respectively. 
The  father's  youthful  days  were  about  equally  divided  between  his  native 
State  and  Ohio,  having  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  latter  State  when 
a  lad,  but  later  he  removed  to  Columbus,  Indiana.  There  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Thompson,  their  nuptials  having  been  celebrated  in  1867,  and  later 
moved   with  his  family  to  Marshall' County,  where  he  followed  farming.       In 
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connection  with  this  lie  also  followed  the  shoemakers'  trade,  and  was  kept 
quite  busy  at  this  in  those  days.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Pulaski 
County,  followed  farming  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  then  removed 
to  Starke  County.  Here  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  at  present  he  resides  in  Ora,  although  he  still  owns  his  fine  farms. 
Honest,  industrious  and  persevering,  he  has  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  what  is  better,  and  unclouded  record.  Our  subject  was  a 
young  man  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Starke  County,  and  as  he 
had  received  excellent  instruction  in  regard  to  agricultural  pursuits  from  his 
father,  he  naturally  selected  that  as  his  occupation  in  life.  When  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  started  out  for  himself  in  that  pursuit,  and  carried  it  on  suc- 
cessfully until  1890,  when  he  decided  to  make  a  change.  He  removed  to  Ora, 
engaged  in  the  saloon  business,  and  has  since  added  a  line  of  agricultural  im- 
plements. He  is  also  engaged  in  undertaking,  and  as  a  business  man 
stands  second  to  none.  His  combined  interests  represent  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  from  $3,000  to  $4,000.  In  the  year  1872  Mr.  Snyder  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Brown,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  eight  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  only  three  now  living,  Nora  and  Dora  (twins),  and 
Nellie.  Our  subject's  second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Lillie  French,  a  native 
of  Marshall  County,  and  three  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  James, 
Harvey  and  Pearl,  all  deceased.  Mrs.  Snyder  died  in  October,  1893.  In 
March,  1894,  Mr.  Snyder  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles  Reinhold,  and  a 
thriving  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the  title  of  Snyder  <fe  Rein- 
hold.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Demo- 
cratic principles. 

LAWSON    D.  ALLEN. 

Tlie  bustling  towns,  thriving  villages  and  cultivated  farms  of  Starke 
County,  Indiana,  have  so  long  been  common  objects  to  our  sight,  that  it  seems-. 
almost  beyond  belief  that  we  have  in  our  midst  an  honored  citizen  who  was- 
one  of  those  hardy  pioneers  and  who  saw  this  county  when  it  was  a  primeval' 
wilderness,  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  animals.  Such  is  the  case  withi 
Lawson  D.  Allen,  who  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  stock-raisers; 
of  this  county.  He  is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  April  30,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Hannah  (Brelsford) 
Allen,  and  grandson  of  Jeremiah  Allen,  Sr.,  who  was  of  sturdy  English  stock. 
34 
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The  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  ^A'ar  of  1812.  He  followed  farming  all 
his  life  and  died  on  the  homestead  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  whither  he 
had  moved  at  an  early  date,  being  among  the  pioneers.  The  parents  of  our 
suliject  were  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  May  9,  1809,  and  Decatur 
County,  Maryland,  October  18,  1811,  respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  tilled  the  soil  in  his  native  county  until  1844,  when  he  immigrated  with 
his  family  to  the  Hoosier  State.  There  he  entered  a  farm  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  Pulaski  County,  and  at  once  began  clearing  and  improving  the  same. 
There  his  death  occurred  September  1,  1891,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  to 
the  grave  March  3,  1881.  He  was  a  prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Pulaski  County  for  many  years,  and  for  sixty  years  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  home  was  the  stopping  place  for  all  pioneer 
preachers,  and  services  were  held  under  his  humble  roof  for  many  years. 
The  original  of  this  notice  was  about  eight  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
immigi-ated  to  Indiana  from  Ohio,  and  he  well  remembers  the  overland  trip. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  and  improving  the  home  place  in  Pulaski 
County,  and  under  his  superior  management  became  familiar  with  hard  work 
and  gained  his  wonderful  constitution.  Being  the  eldest  son  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  hard  work  occupied  almost  his  entire  time,  and  as  a  consequence 
he  obtained  but  a  limited  education,  and  that  in  the  rude  log  schoolhouse  of 
those  days.  Indians  were  numerous  and  in  the  fall  of  1844  over  500  were 
camped  near  his  home.  This  was  during  the  time  they  were  being  gathered 
together  to  move  farther  west.  However,  one  Indian  remained  near  Mr. 
Allen  for  about  a  year  afterward  and  our  subject  slept  with  him  on  more  than 
one  occasion.  Amid  these  rude  surroundings,  Mr.  Allen  grew  to  manhood,  and 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  1862,  when  he  bought  eighty-iive  acres 
of  laud  in  Starke  County.  There  he  resides  at  the  present  time.  As  the 
years  passed  along,  he  made  many  improvements  and  added  to  the  original 
tract  until  he  became  the  owner  of  240  acres.  He  is  now  in  the  corner  of  the 
joining  of  four  counties — the  only  case  of  the  kind  in  Indiana — ^and  a  portion 
of  his  land  lies  in  Fulton  and  Pulaski  Counties.  Mr.  Allen  was  married  on 
the  27th  of  Aiigust,  1869,  to  Miss  Samantha  E.  Nixon,  a  native  of  Hamilton 
County,  Indiana.  Five  children  were  given  them  as  follows:  Lotou  H., 
Estella,  William  P.,  Ada  M.,  and  Roy  F.,  all  now  deceased  except  the  first 
named.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  December  18, 1883,  and  Mr.  Allen 
selected  his  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Margaret  Stevens,  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio.     Fraternally  Mr.  Allen  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of 
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Mouterey  Lodge,  No.  660,  aud  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  In  politics  he  is  a 
"dyed  in  the  wool"  Republican,  aud  in  years  passed  was  a  leader  of  his  party 
in  North  Bend  Township. 


GEORGE  W.  OSBOKN. 

Nowhere  within  the  limits  of  Starke  County,  Indiana,  can  there  be  found 
a  man  who  takes  greater  interest  in  its  agricultural  pursuits  than  George  W, 
Osboru,  or  who  strives  more  continually  to  promote  and  advance  these  inter- 
ests. He  has  resided  here  all  his  life  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
county's  i-esources.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  June  30. 
1862,  and  is  a  sou  of  John  W.  Osborn,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Starke 
County,  coming  here  with  his  father,  George  M.  Osborn,  when  a  boj'.  Here 
John  W.  Osborn  grew  to  mature  years  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Meichler,  a 
native  of  Canada.  Later  he  entered  a  farm  in  North  Bend  Township,  erected 
a  log  cabin  and  began  at  once  to  clear  and  improve  his  farm.  By  industry 
and  perseverance  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  section,  and 
tilled  the  soil  successfully  until  the  year  1892,  when  he  retired  from  work, 
satisfied  that  he  had  contributed  his  full  share  towai'd  the  county's  advance- 
ment. He  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Marmont,  Marshall  County,  where  he 
has  a  comfortable  home.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rebellion  aud  fought 
bravely  for  the  old  flag.  On  the  old  homestead  in  this  county  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood.  Received  his  education  in  the  schools  of'  the  township. 
Until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  in  1884 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Nora  Leighty,  a  native  of  Ohio.  After  this,  he 
removed  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  on  which  he  resided 
and  farmed  successfully  for  seven  years.  After  that,  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Starke  Countv  on  account  of  his  father,  who  wished  him  to  take  charge  of 
the  homestead.  On  this  place  he  still  resides,  and  is  classed  among  the  thorough- 
going, practical  citizens  of  the  county.  His  farm  consists  of  220  acres  and  is 
well  improved.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn' s  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  children:  Clarence  E.  and  Mabel  E.  Mr.  Osborn  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  he  and  wife  are  earnest  workers  and  members  of  the  Progressive 
Brethren  Church.  The  Osborn  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
county,  and  its  members  are  highly  esteemed  as  citizens  and  neighbors. 
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GEORGE   NEUPERT, 

For  many  years,  or  since  boyhood,  Mr.  Neupert  has  given  the  occupation 
of  farming  liis  principal  time  and  attention,  and  that  a  lifetime  spent  in  pur- 
suing one  calling  will  result  in  substantial  success,  especially  if  energy  and 
perseverance  are  applied,  is  particularly  true  in  his  case.  He  was  born  io 
Bavaria,  Germany,  March  26,  1846,  a  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Keiser) 
Neupert,  who  were  also  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  they  lived  and  died. 
John  Neupert  was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  a  success- 
ful business  of  his  own.  He  died  about  the  year  1884.  George  Neupert 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
began  learning  the  baker's  trade  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  worked  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  He  then  started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself,  and  for  a  number  of  years  worked  at  his  trade  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  spending  four  years  in  the  last  named  coiantry.  After  making  a  short 
visit  home,  he  started  for  America  in  the  spring  of  1867,  and  after  spending 
eighteen  days  on  the  ocean,  landed  at  the  city  of  New  York  June  8  of  that 
year,  in  company  with  his  wife.  They  went  direct  to  Chicago,  then  to  North 
Judson,  arriving  in  the  last  mentioned  place  June  11.  Mr.  Neiapert  secured 
work  on  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  that  road  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  made  his  home  at  North  Judson.  Mr.  Neupert 
purchased  ninety-eight  acres  of  land,  three  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of 
North  Judson,  and  located  thereon  in  March,  1871.  About  twenty  acres  were 
under  cultivation,  on  which  a  small  log  cabin  had  been  erected,  and  in  this 
primitive  structure  he  lived  for  some  time,  devoting  himself  to  the  work  of 
clearing,  grubbing  and  improving  his  land,  and  through  his  indefatigable 
efforts  he  has  brought  it  to  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
been  energetic  and  thrifty,  his  efforts  in  the  accumulation  of  worldly  gooda 
have  been  prospered,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  amount- 
ing to  300  acres,  over  which  broad  acres  large  droves  of  stock  roam.  He 
erected  a  handsome,  commodious  and  convenient  residence  in  1885,  and  also 
has  a  fine  barn  and  various  other  out  bixildings  necessary  to  a  large  stock 
farm.  Mr.  Neupert  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Nier,  a  native  of 
Bavaria,   Germany,  and  daughter  of   Louis  and  Martha   Nier,  and  to  their 
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auiou  the  followiug  children  were  giveu:  Jennie,  deceased;  John,  deceased; 
Christopher,  George,  Frank,  Arthur,  Anna,  Kosie,  and  William,  deceased. 
Mr.  Neupert  and  family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  at 
North  Judson,  and  for  six  years  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  same.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  although,  in  local  and  county  affairs, 
he  is  by  no  means  a  partisan,  voting  for  the  one  whom  he  deems  best  fitted 
to  fill  the  office. 


JOSEPH   M.  HUBBARD. 

This  prominent  ex-railroad  official  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
North  Judson,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  active 
life  has  been  spent  on  the  rail,  in  different  but  always  responsible  capacities. 
He  is  a  product  of  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1851,  a  sou  of  Homer  and  Lydia  (McDonald)  Hubbard,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Before  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
had  attained  his  eighth  year,  the  silent  messenger  of  death  had  entered  the 
home  and  deprived  him  of  both  his  father  and  mother,  and  at  a  tender  age  he 
was  thus  left  dependent  upon  relatives.  He  was  taken  by  an  uncle  to  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  whom  he  assisted  in  a  grist  and  sawmill,  thoroughly  learning 
the  miller's  trade.  When  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  for  some  time  thereafter 
worked  in  the  lumber  districts  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  later,  on  a  rail- 
road in  that  State  for  about  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  home  of 
his  uncle  and  for  about  two  years  thereafter  was  in  his  employ  as  a  miller, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
became  a  fireman  on  the  Fort  Wayne  Railroad,  continuing  in  this  position  for 
about  one  year.  He  then  drifted  west  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  which  road  he  served  two  years,  with  headquarters  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  and  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  after  which  time  he  came  east  to  Cleve- 
land and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  (now  the 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio)  Railroad,  with  which  he  remained,  in  the 
capacity  of  conductor,  for  about  ten  years.  In  August,  1883,  he  accepted  a 
position  with  what  is  now  the  Chicago  &  Erie  Railroad,  and  was  a  conductor 
in  the  employ  of  that  road  for  many  years,  but  resigned  the  position  in  April, 
1894,  having  been  a  passenger  conductor  between  North  Judson,  where  he 
located  in  1888,  and  Chicago  for  six  years.     His  long  and   honorable   service 
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with  this  company  made  him  one  of  its  most  trusted  employes  audit  was  with 
regret  that  they  accepted  his  resignation.  He  is  tlie  owner  of  a  handsome 
home  in  North  Judson,  together  with  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  about  half 
of  which  is  inside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town.  In  the  near  future  Mr. 
Hubbard  contemplates  platting  the  same,  as  an  addition  to  the  town,  and  as 
this  property  is  desirably  located,  it  will,  no  doubt,  net  him  a  tidy  sum  of 
money.  His  future  interests  in  North  Judson  will  completely  occupy  his 
time  and  attention,  and  this  was  the  main  reason  of  his  resig-uation  with  the 
company  with  which  he  had  so  long  faithfully  served.  He  is  of  a  social  and 
genial  disposition,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  Chief  Conductor  of  Atlantic  Division,  No.  120,  and 
Chairman  of  Garrison  Commandery.  He  has  been  officially  connected  with 
the  same  ever  since  becoming  a  member,  and  is  one  of  its  most  influential 
and  liberal  supporters.  He  is  also  a  Knight  Templar  in  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M,, 
and,  politically,  has  always  supported  the  Eepublicau  party.  In  1877  he  led 
to  the  altar  Miss  Emma  Keidel,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny,  Peuusylvauia, 
in  1853,  and  to  their  union  two  children  have  been  given:  Effie  and  Sadie. 


WILLIAM   T.   COLLINS. 

Many  years  of  hard,  earnest  endeavor  in  pursuing  the  occupation  to  which 
he  now  gives  his  attention,  coupled  with  strict  integrity,  honesty  of  purpose 
and  liberality  in  all  directions,  has  resulted  in  placing  Mr.  Collins  among  the 
truly  respected  and  honored  farmers  of  his  section.  He  has  turned  his  powers 
into  the  channel  of  an  honorable  piirpose  and  as  a  natural  result  has  accom- 
plished the  object  of  his  endeavor.  He  is  a  native  of  Jay  County,  Indiana,  born 
October  7,  1848,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mildred  (Barrett)  Collins,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  when  children  were  taken  by  their 
parents  to  Jay  County,  Indiana  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  eventually 
united  their  fortunes.  They  lived  in  Jay  County  the  greater  portion  of  their 
lives  but  the  last  few  years  of  Mr.  Collins'  life  was  spent  in  Randolph  County, 
just  over  the  northern  line  of  Jay  County.  He  was  a  successful  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  as  his  walk  through  life  was  characterized  by  the  most  honorable 
business  methods,  he  won  the  resjsect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact 
He  was  called  from  life  in  1865,  but  is  still  survived  by  his  widow  who  makes 
her  home  in   Randolph  County.      William   T.  Collins  was  but  a  lad  when  his 
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parents  moved  to  RandolpL  County  and  there  he  attained  man's  estate  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  As  his  father  had  large  farming  interests 
there  was  plenty  of  hard  work  to  do  iu  improving  and  clearing  this  land,  and 
such  time  as  he  could  be  spared  from  these  duties  were  spent  in  pursuing  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  rural  home.  He  remained 
on  the  home  farm  until  the  spring  of  1863  and  then,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
years,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Indiana  Infantry  as  a  private,  with 
which  he  served  for  sixteen  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  He  soon  after  re-enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  Indiana  Infantry  and  was  with  this  commanduntil  the  war  closed,  receiving 
his  discharge  in  June,  1865.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
were  South  Mountain  and  several  sharp  skirmishes,  during  whichhe  carried  him- 
self iu  a  soldierly  and  praiseworthy  manner.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned 
home  and  once  more  took  up  the  duties  of  the  civilian's  life.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  1868,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  where  he  shortly  after  married  and  engaged  in  farming.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  he  returned  to  Randolph  County  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  his  removal  to  Starke  County  in  the  spring  of  1888,  with 
he  exception  of  about  two  years  which  he  again  spent  in  Montgomery  County. 
Upon  taking  up  his  abode  in  Starke  County  he  purchased  an  eighty-acre  tract 
of  land  in  Wayne  Township  and  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to  this,  and  as 
his  land  is  cultivated  in  an  intelligent  manner  and  according  to  improved 
methods,  the  income  derived  therefrom  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements. 
Although  he  has  resided  in  Starke  County  but  about  six  years  he  has  already 
made  numerous  friends  among  the  best  people  of  his  section  and  iu  the  fall  of 
1892  was  honored  by  an  election  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  County 
Commissioner  from  the  Third  District,  and  during  the  time  that  he  has  devoted 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  he  has  shown  the  best  of  judgment 
and  has  thoroughly  satisfied  his  constituents.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1868  he 
led  to  hymen's  altar  Miss  Mary  J.  Seymour,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County, 
Illinois  and  a  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Christian)  Seymour, 
who  were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  respectively,  and  when  chil- 
dren were  taken  to  Illinois  by  their  parents.  A  family  of  nine  children  have 
been  given  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins:  Estelle  E.,  William  H,  Minnie  M.,  Emma 
M.,  Boyce  S.,  Preston  (deceased),  Claude  C,  Illinois,  and  
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JEREMIAH   GOOD. 

Nothiug  is  truer  than  tliat  good  management,  fair  dealing  and  appli- 
cation to  business  will  result  in  profit  to  the  parties  interested.  Failure  rarely 
ever  comes,  unless  as  the  sequence  of  negligence,  rash  speculation  or  dishon- 
esty. The  field  of  business  is  large  and  usually  ripe  unto  the  harvest;  active 
workers  are,  as  a  rule,  rewarded  with  success.  This  is  true  in  the  case  of 
Jeremiah  Good  who  has  pursued  the  vocation  of  husbandry  on  his  own  account 
since  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  was  born  in  North  Bend 
Township,  Starke  County,  Indiana,  May  2,  1855,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Catherine  (Romig)  Good,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Jeremiah  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  College,  at  Valparaiso,  which  institution  he  attended 
two  terms.  He  engaged  in  teaching  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  a  call- 
ing he  followed  during  the  winter  months  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  November  17,  1877  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Martha  Coonfare,  a  native  of  Pulaski  Countj',  Indiana,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  A.  Coonfare,  who  were  pioneers  of  Pulaski  County,  and  for 
sometime  after  the  celebration  of  his  marriage  he  followed  both  teaching  and 
farming.  In  1882  he  was  elected,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  to  the  ofiice  of 
County  Clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  served  two  terms  of  two  years  each,  being 
the  first  native  resident  of  the  county  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  In  the  mean- 
time he  purchased  a  farm,  and  upon  retiring  from  the  clerk's  office  resided 
one  year  in  Knox,  then  removed  to  his  farm  three-quarters  of  a  mile  southeast 
of  the  Court  house  and  just  outside  the  corporation.  Here  he  owns  113 
acres  of  land  which  is  well  improved  by  good  buildings  that  have  been 
erected  by  Mr.  Good.  He  still  continues  his  school  duties  during  the 
winter  months  and  is  considered  one  of  the  skillful  educators  of  the  county. 
lu  addition  to  his  farm  he  has  a  house  and  lot  in  Knox,  valued  at  $1,200,  be- 
sides a  half  interest  in  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  North  Bend  Township.  All  that 
lie  has  become  possessed  of  in  the  way  of  worldly  goods  is  the  result  of  his 
own  enterprise,  energy  and  push,  combined  with  good  judgment  and  shrewd 
business  methods.  He  lately  leased  twenty-one  acres  of  ground  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  Fair  Groands,  and  in  numerous  other  ways  has  shown 
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the  interest  he  has  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  section.  He  wields 
considerable  influence  in  political  circles,  especially  among  the  German  element 
and  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Knox,  and  in  that  faith  are  rearing  their 
three  children:  Lief  Floyd,  Elva  Agues  and  Iden  Jeremiah. 


HENRY   SULT. 


This  gentleman  affords  in  his  life  and  its  success,  another  evidence  that 
industry,  economy  and  integrity,  constitute  the  keynote  to  honorable  com- 
petency. Although  his  career  has  been  a  rather  uneventful  one  some  les- 
sons of  genuine  worth  may  be  gleaned  therefrom,  for  he  is  a  man  of  unusual 
ability,  of  large  benevolence  and  of  broad  intelligence.  He  was  born  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  September  28,  1840,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Jane  (Bradful) 
Suit,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  He  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of  Oregon  Township, 
Stark  County,  Indiana,  and  in  this  section  died  some  thirty  years  ago. 
Henry  Suit  was  but  a  lad  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  Starke  Coixnty, 
Indiana,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Oregon  township  he  acquired  a  sufficiently 
good  education  to  fit  him  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  the  duties  of  farm  labor,  and  while  laboring  in  the  sunshine  and  in 
the  fresh  and  invigorating  air,  he  perfected  and  strengthened  an  already  good 
constitution,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  many  years  of  active  subsequent 
labor.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Oregon  Township  ever  since  coming  to 
this  section,  and  by  the  exercise  of  industry  and  perseverance,  he  has  become 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  on  which  he  has  resided 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  upright  life  he  has  led  has  been  the 
means  of  winning  him  numerous  friends,  and  when  once  gained,  he  has  the 
happy  faculty  of  retaining  them.  During  the  progress  of  the  great  and 
lamentable  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  18G4,  in  Company  A,  Fifty-third  Indiana 
Infantry,  with  whicli  he  served  until  the  war  closed.  He  went  from  New  York 
city  by  water  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  did  guard  duty.  He  is  now 
a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  and 
attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Susanna  (Koontz)  Shively,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Koontz,  Sr.  Her  first  hus- 
band was  killed  in  battle  during  the  Rebellion.  She  has  borne  Mr.  Suit  two 
children,  Samuel  and  William. 
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CAPT.    FRANCIS   M.   McDONALD. 

Ill  endeavoring  to  trace  the  genealogy  of  our  subject,  we  find  that  John 
McDonald,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Scotland,  but 
at  a  period  antedating  the  Kevolutiouary  War,  he  and  two  brothers,  came  to 
America.  John  McDonald  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  while  the  two  other  broth- 
ers went  South.  The  father  of  our  subject  Samuel  M.  McDonald,  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  at  an  early  day  immigrated  to  Stark  County, 
Ohio.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1S12,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Stark  County,  following  the  butchers'  trade  in  Canton,  that  State,  for, 
many  years.  In  selecting  his  wife,  he  chose  Miss  Charlotte  Sala,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,   and    of  German    origin.      Nine    children    were    born   to    this 

union,  our  subject  being  the in  order  of  birth.       In  August,   1840,  the 

family  removed  to  Lawrenceville,  Illinois,  and  there  the  father  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business.  Here  his  death  occurred  in  October  of  that  year.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Donald and  family  returned  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  but  in  1842,  she  removed 
with  her  children  to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  where  her  parents  had  settled.  Her 
death  occurred  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1876.  Our  subject's  maternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Sala,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America, 
located  on  a  farm  near  Philadelphia,  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land. 
He  was  also  a  physician,  but  subsequently  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Pitts- 
burgh, where  he  edited  the  first  German  paper  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains. He  also  owned  a  drug  store  at  that  place.  Later  he  removed  to  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  opened  the  first  drug  store  in  the  place,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
mei'chants  there.  Several  of  his  sous  became  well  known  physicians.  From 
Ohio  he  removed  to  Iowa  with  his  family,  and  there  died  when  ninety-nine  years 
of  age.  The  original  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
in  the  town  of  Canton,  April  6,  1834,  and  he  as  was  left  fatherless  when 
small,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources,  at  an  early  age.  He  was  but 
eight  years  old  when  his  mother  moved  to  Iowa,  and  when  still  quite  small, 
was  cabin  boy  on  the  Mississippi  River  between  Keokuk  and  St.  Louis.  When 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  returned  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  he  began 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  and  attended  school  during  the  winter.  In 
1854,  he  removed  to  Indiana,  aud  located  south  of  Whitlev,  where  he  worked 
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at  his  trade  until  the  war  broke  out.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty- 
fourth  Kegiment,  Indiana,  and  was  mustered  iu  August,  1861,  receiving  the 
commission  of  second  lieutenant  the  following  October.  While  in  the  army 
he  was  in  active  service  the  entire  time,  going  first  to  Calhoun,  Kentuckj-,  then 
to  South  Carrolltou,  and  he  participated  iu  the  battle  of  Fort  Donaldson, 
it  being  his  first  engagement.  The  captain  of  Coaipany  E,  Forty-Fourth 
Piegiment,  died,  and  our  subject  was  commissioned  captain,  a  position  he  held 
until  mustered  out  March  17,  1864.  After  Fort  Donaldson  the  principal 
engagements  were:  Pittsburg  Landing,  siege  of  Corinth,  and  after  the  last 
named  battle  the  regiment  went  to  Battle  Creek,  where  the  memorable  retreat 
occurred.  Afterward  Captain  McDonald  was  iu  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Ston» 
River,  Tullahoma,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  then  through  the  whole  At- 
lanta campaign  to  evacuation  of  Atlanta,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Keuesaw 
Mountain,  being  a  continuous  battle  ending  with  Jonesboro.  After  this,  he 
was  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  Franklin.  After  serving  his  country  faith- 
fully on  many  a  bloody  battlefield.  Captain  McDonald  returned  to  Whitley 
County,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  clearing  up  a  farm  of  160  acres.  On  this  he 
continued  to  live  until  coming  to  Starke  County,  Indiana,  in  1885.  He  soUl 
the  Whitley  Countj'  property,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  laud  one  and  a  half 
mile  south  of  Knox.  This  farm  he  has  improved  in  every  way,  good  build- 
ings, fences,  etc.,  and  he  is  classed  among  the  substantial  and  prosperous- 
farmers  of  the  county.  The  Captain  was  married  November  22, 1855,  to  Miss 
Fannie  Butler,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Willian* 
and  Nancy  (Haynes)  Butler,  the  former  a  native  of  Georgia,  and  the  latter  o£ 
South  Carolina.  Eight  children  have  been  the  result  of  this  union:  Emma  L. 
died  December  6,  1857;  Arthur  A.,  died  March  4,  1878,  when  twenty  years  of 
age;  Lycurgus  H.,  died  October  20,  1862;  Lottie  B.,  married  David  Leslie, 
and  resides  in  Whitley  Co\inty,  Indiana;  Fannie  L.,  born  February  12,  1866,. 
and  died  July  12,  1867;  Francis  R.,  born  July  7,  1868;  Olive  G.,  born  No- 
vember 30,  1871;  and  Bertha  L.,  born  March  9,  1875.  For  over  thii*ty  years; 
Captain  McDonald  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  filled  all  the  posi- 
tions in  the  subordinate  lodge,  representing  his  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge, 
and  he  was  a  district  deputy.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  anil 
has  passed  the  chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodges.  At  present  the  only  order 
with  which  he  is  actively  connected  is  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  Knox.  In  politics  Capt. 
McDonald  is  a  strong  Democrat.  His  brother,  Stephen  D.  McDonald,  was 
an  artist  of  no  mean  ability,  a  portion  of  the  paintings  used  in  the  Panorama 
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of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  Chicago,  being  his  work.  He  died  in  October, 
1890,  at  Kock  Island,  Illinois.  Minnie  Ream,  our  subject's  cousin,  is  a  scul[»- 
tress  of  note,  performing  the  work  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  at  Washington, 
D.  C     She  married  Major  Hoxie. 


ALBERT  MILLER, 

The  petty  difficulties  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides  find  their  way 
to  our  subject's  office  and  also  find  in  him  an  arbiter  that  as  a  rule  sends  the 
respective  parties  away  in  better  humor  with  themselves  and  with  the  world  in 
general  than  on  coming  to  him,  for  he  is  a  gentleman  who,  although  having 
an  extended  knowledge  of  the  prosaic  aspects  of  life,  is  prone  to  see  the 
pleasant  side,  and  gild  the  baser  metal  with  the  brightness  of  wisdom.  Mr. 
Miller  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  January  22,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jesse  F.  and  Maria  C.  (Cheshier)  Miller,  the  former  a  native  of  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandparents,  Adam  and  Mary  (Fitzgerald)  Miller,  were  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  but  were  among  the  very  earliest  pioneers  of  Ross  County,  Ohio. 
Adam  Miller  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  a  prisoner  in  Canada 
while  with  Gen.  Hull.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  accumulated  large 
landed  interests  in  Logan  County,  Ohio.  There  he  was  classed  among  the 
leading  and  successful  citizens  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1862.  In  politics  he  was  an  old  line  Whig.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Cheshier,  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion  but  of  English  origin, 
bis  parents  coming  from  that  country.  He  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  State,  being  an  overseer  of  large  plantations.  He  was  a  very  large 
man,  over  six  feet  in  height  and  weighing  between  three  and  four  hundred 
pounds.  He  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  during  the  Revolutionary 
AVar  was  but  a  small  boy,  although  he  distinctly  remembered  many  incidents 
of  that  conflict.  His  death  occurred  in  Ohio  in  1858.  The  father  of  our 
subject  remained  in  his  native  county  until  a  young  man  and  then  moved 
to  Logansport,  where  he  married  Miss  Cheshier.  He  subsequently  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  carpentering,  and  remained  in  Logan  County  most  of  his 
life.  However,  iu  1878,  he  moved  to  Allen  County  and  later  to  Hardin 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Knox. 
Here  he  resides  with  his  wife,  and  both  are  quite  advanced  in  years,  having 
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been  married  over  sixty  years.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Logan 
County  for  many  years,  and  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  being  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  served  as  colonel  of  the  State  militia  and  during  the 
Mexican  War  held  a  commission  as  colonel,  although  he  was  not  in  active 
service.  Albert  Miller,  our  subject,  was  i-eared  in  Logan  County,  and  there 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  working  with  his  father  a  number  of  years. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age,  on  December  26,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Twenty-third  Ohio,  President  Hayes'  old  regiment,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Cumberland,  Maryland,  in  the  summer  of  1865. 
He  was  in  active  service  the  entire  time  for  he  was  not  in  the  hospital  a  day, 
and  only  absent  from  the  company  one  week.  Some  of  the  leading  battles  in 
which  he  engaged  were:  Cloyd  Mountain,  New  River  Bridge,  Kernstown, 
Lynchburg,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  all  in  Virginia.  He  was  in  fourteen 
engagements  in  all.  Mr.  Miller  had  three  brothers  in  the  army,  one  of  whom, 
Leauder  C,  was  killed  at  Lost  Mountain,  Georgia,  during  the  advance  on 
Atlanta.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Miller  returned  to  his  home  in  Logan  County, 
and  was  married  tliei-e  March  15,  1870,  to  Miss  Mai'garet  C.  Clements,  a  native 
of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Ella,  who  married  Francis 
McDonald.  Our  subject  remained  in  Logan  County  until  November,  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Knox,  and  here  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  followed  con- 
tracting, carpentering  and  bridge  building  since  coming  to  Starke  County, 
and  during  most  of  the  time  he  has  served  in  some  official  capacity  in  Centre 
Township,  first  as  constable,  then  a  member  of  the  town  board,  and  for  the 
past  twelve  years  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  As  an  index  to  his 
popularity  it  may  be  stated  that  he  has  been  about  the  only  Republican  official 
the  township  has  had  during  all  that  time.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  leading  factor  in 
Republican  politics  of  the  county  and  a  representative  citizen  of  the  same. 
Mrs.  Miller  passed  away  in  April,  1891,  and  Mr.  Miller  was  married  on  the 
15th  of  August,  1893,  to  Mrs.  Belle  (Conner)  Howland,  daughter  of  John  F. 
Conner,  who  served  during  the  late  war  as  chaplain  of  One  Hundred  and 
First  Indiana  Regiment.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the 
L  O.  G.  T.  Of  the  former  he  has  served  two  terms  as  quartermaster  and  one 
term  as  commander  of  Knox  Post.  In  politics,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add. 
that  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
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MATTHEW  C.  BONER,  M.D. 

The  professional  career  of  a  skillful  and  devoted  physician  ever  furnishes 
material  of  great  interest  to  all  readers,  and  the  life  and  narrative  of  Dr.  Boner  is 
no  exception  to  this  general  statement.  His  father,  William  Boner,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  learned  the  hatter's  trade,  follow- 
ing the  same  for  many  years.  He  left  the  State  of  his  nativity  when  a  young 
man,  and  after  learning  his  trade,  and  for  a  number  of  years  traveled  and 
worked  at  his  trade.  He  was  married  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  in  1831,  to  Miss 
Jane  A.  Salladay,  and  subsequently  settled  in  Lexington,  that  State,  where  he 
carried  on  his  trade.  His  death  occurred  in  Knox,  Starke  County,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1882,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife  yet  survives  him,  and 
resides  in  Knox  with  her  children.  She  is  strong  and  is  eighty-four  years  of 
age.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  May  17,  1837,  and 
was  reared  in  his  native  place  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  attended 
the  Presbyterian  Seminary  at  Lexington,  after  leaving  the  public  schools.  In 
February,  1855,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana,  and  settled  at  Albion, 
where  the  following  winter  he  began  teaching  school,  continuing  this  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  during  the  winter  months.  He  also  assisted  his 
father  in  the  stone  mason  work  until  he  began  the  study  of  medicine.  This 
was  when  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
Drs.  Denny  &  Lemon.  In  1866,  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College, 
and  graduated  the  following  year,  subsequently  locating  at  Wolf  Lake,  Indi- 
ana. While  attending  college  he  made  his  own  way,  working  and  saving  his 
money  in  order  to  complete  his  education.  After  practicing  medicine  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Whitley  and  Kosciusko  Counties,  he  came  to  Knox  in  the 
summer  of  1877,  and  has  since  made  his  home  here.  He  is  among  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  the  county,  and  enjoys  a  good  practice.  While  a  resident 
of  Whitley  and  Kosciusko  counties,  he  was  a  member  of  the  medical  societies, 
and  after  locating  at  Knox,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Starke  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  served  as  President.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  same.  At 
present  he  is  Secretary  of  the  Town  Board  of  Health,  and  one  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad.     Dr.  Boner  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist  in 
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Lis  principles,  and  has  worked  earnestly  and  zealously  for  that  cause.  In  the 
year  1860  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  J.  Portuer,  a  native  of  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  who  bore  him  seven  children:  Codova,  Isabella,  Marshall, 
Matthew,  Condie,  Edith  and  AVilliam.  Matthew  has  graduated  in  medicine, 
and  is  at  present  practicing  witli  his  father.  Aside  from  his  medical  practice 
Dr.  Boner  is  a  regularlj'  ordained  minister  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
having  taken  a  theological  course,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  a  minister, 
although  he  carried  on  his  medical  practice. 


JOHN   G.   STEINMAN. 

This  citizen  who  is  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Steinman  <fe  Pritsch, 
is  one  of  the  prominent,  enterprising  business  men  of  Knox,  Indiana,  and  one 
who  understands  every  detail  of  the  milling  business,  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged.  This  business  was  established  May  1,  1891,  by  Steinman  & 
Reichart.  The  building  is  30x4:0  feet,  three  stories  high  and  cost  $1,000. 
The  machinery  consists  of  engine  and  boiler  of  forty-two  horse  power,  four 
stands  of  rollers,  one  single  and  three  double,  two  wheat  cleaners,  six  bolting 
machines,  also  a  buckwheat  outfit,  and  a  feed  rolling  machine.  The  mill  has 
a  capacity  of  fifty  barrels  per  twenty-four  hours,  and  operates  at  full  capacity 
most  of  the  time,  manufacturing  a  first-class  grade  of  fiour,  feed  and  buck- 
wheat. The  cost  of  equipment  was  $4,800.  Mr.  Steinman  was  born  in  Mar- 
shall County,  Bourbon  Township,  Indiana,  August  30,  1865,  to  the  union  of 
Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Keichart)  Steinman,  natives  of  Germany.  About  the 
year  1848  the  parents  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Marion  County,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Steinman  engaged  in  farming.  In  this  county  the  family  remained 
until  1865,  and  then  removed  to  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Stein- 
man purchased  a  farm  of  eight)-  acres,  and  where  he  now  resides.  On  this 
farm  our  subject  grew  to  mature  years,  and  received  a  good  English  and 
German  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  then  engaged  in  carpentering  and  saw  milling, 
prosecuting  the  former  in  summer  and  the  latter  in  the  fall  and  winter  months. 
He  followed  this  business  three  years,  and  then  entered  a  mill  at  Plymouth 
to  learn  the  miller's  trade.  After  mastering  this,  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself  at  Knox  in  company  with  John  Reichart,  as  above  stated.  Janu- 
ary, 1,  1892,  Mr.  Steinman  succeeded  to  the   business,  and  the  present  firm 


544  PICTORIAL  AND 

was  formed  in  July,  1893.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married  May  15,  1892,  to. 
Miss  Mary  A.  Miller,  a  native  of  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  and  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Danner)  Miller,  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steinman  are  members  of  the  German  Reform  Church,  and  in  politics 
the  former  is  a  Democrat. 


ISAAC  A.   STITT,  D.D.S. 

Of  the  new  dentists  or  professional  men.  there  is  none  more  rapidly  ris- 
ing in  the  estimation  of  his  patrons  and  the  general  public  than  Dr.  Isaac  A. 
Stitt,  of  Knox,  Starke  County,  Indiana.  This  gentlemau  is  a  Hoosier  by 
birth  and  bringing  up,  and  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  ( Frazee)  Stitt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Robert  Stitt  was 
one  of  a  family  of  ten  sons,  and,  in  company  with  five  brothers,  served  in  the 
Mexican  War.  One  of  these  brothers,  Jacob  Stitt,  was  wounded  at  Buena 
Vista,  and  for  valiant  service  in  that  war,  drew  a  pension  until  his  death. 
The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents  from  Allegheny  County, 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  Buckeye  State,  when  a  lad,  and  there  received  his  edu- 
cation. His  ancestors  for  many  generations  had  resided  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After 
growing  to  mature  years  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  Ohio,  Robert  Stitt  mar- 
ried, and  in  1837  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  wilds  of  Indiana.  He 
settled  in  the  Miami  Reserve,  and  entered  a  farm  of  IGO  acres,  which  was 
located  in  what  is  now  Wabash  County.  Here  he  experienced  all  the  priva- 
tions of  pioneer  life;  but  persevered,  and  by  industry  and  good  management 
established  a  home.  On  this  farm  he  resided  until  1852,  after  whicih  he  sold 
out  and  located  in  Miami  County,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1873.  Here  his  second  wife,  Mary  Frazee,  whom  he  had  married  in 
Wabash  County,  died  in  1871.  By  his  first  union  he  became  the  father  of 
two  children,  John  W.  and  Franklin.  The  former  was  a  veteran  in  the  Civil 
War,  enlisting  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1862,  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana 
Mounted  Infantry,  and  serving  all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tennessee,  September  30,  1864.  To  the  sec- 
ond union  ten  children  were  born,  eight  daughters  and  two  sons,  our  subject 
being  the  elder  son.  His  birth  occurred  in  Miami  County,  Indiana,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1854,  and  there  he  grew  to  mature  years.     During  his  younger  days 
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his  educational  advantages  were  not  of  the  best,  and  after  receiving  a  common 
school  education  he  began  teaching  in  the  district  schools  and  thus  made 
money  to  pursue  his  education  in  the  higher  educational  institutions.  After 
leaving  the  city  schools  he  attended  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  at  Valpa- 
raiso, and  the  State  Normal  at  Terre  Haute.  He  then  continued  teaching 
from  1876  to  1881,  when  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  under  Dr.  W.  A. 
Huff,  at  Peru,  Indiana.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  entered  the  University  of 
Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and,  after  a  very  thorough  course,  graduated  in  June, 
1885,  with  the  degree  of  D.D.S.  After  graduating.  Dr.  Stitt  located  at  Roann, 
Wabash  County,  Indiana,  where  he  carried  on  a  successful  practice  until  the 
spring  of  1891,  and  then  located  at  Knox.  While  a  resident  of  Roann,  Mr. 
Stitt  served  as  Trustee  of  the  Town  Board  three  years,  receiving  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  and  he  also  served  on  the 
School  Board  two  years.  Since  locating  in  Knox  Mr.  Stitt  has  come  into  a 
lucrative  practice,  being  the  only  resident  dentist  in  the  county.  He  was 
married  in  1879  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Edwards,  a  native  of  Miami  County,  Indi- 
ana, and  four  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Nellie  M.,  Bessie  M., 
Howard  M.,  and  Wilbur.  Dr.  Stitt  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  passed  the  chairs  in  the  first  and  last. 
At  present  he  serves  as  master  of  finance  of  the  K.  of  P.,  subordinate  lodge 
of  Knox.     In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat. 


FRANK  E.  REYNOLDS. 

Many  of  the  best  known  and  most  prominent  residents  of  LaPorte 
County,  have  been  born  and  reared  within  the  limits  of  the  Hoosier  State. 
In  them  we  find  men  of  loyalty,  enterprise  and  ambition.  The  county  has 
its  full  quota  of  vigorous,  thorough-going,  prosperous  men,  whose  popularity 
is  based  upon  both  their  social  qualities  and  their  well  known  integrity  and 
business  activity.  None  among  them  is  better  liked  by  those  who  have  deal- 
ings with  him  than  he  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mr.  Reynolds  has  beem 
actively  and  extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  horses  for  a  number- 
of  years,  and  is  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  business  acumen.  He^ 
was  born  in  this  county  September  24,  1850,  and  is  a  sou  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  (Folsom)  Reynolds,  the  father  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  the 
mother  of  New  York.  About  1832  the  parents  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
35 
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Indiana,  and  three  years  later  from  there  to  Rolling  Prairie,  LaPorte  County, 
where  they  were  among  the  earliest  settlers.  Mr.  Reynolds  purchased  a  farm 
in  Wills  Township,  this  county,  resided  upon  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
then  removed  to  South  Bend,  where  his  death  occurred  in  January  1855.  His 
brother,  John  Reynolds,  went  with  him  to  South  Bend,  and  they  were  in 
partnership  in  the  mercantile  business  for  several  years  there,  and  in  Buchanan 
and  Dayton,  Michigan.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Reynolds  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Zigler,  of  the  Studebaker  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  they  reside  in 
South  Beud.  By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  three  children, 
all  of  whom  survive:  Kate,  married  Abraham  France  of  South  Bend,  and 
George  W.,  is  also  of  South  Beud.  Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  these  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  South  Bend,  St.  Joseph  County,  aud  supplemented  a  good 
education  received  in  the  same  by  attending  Oberlin  College  for  some  time, 
aud  also  attending  the  college  at  Hillsdale,  graduating  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion iu  1869.  From  there  he  came  to  Rolling  Prairie,  where  he  was  on  a  farm 
for  two  years,  but  previous  to  this,  in  1869,  shortly  after  graduating,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  France,  a  native  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  Abraham  France,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rolling 
Prairie,  where  he  died  in  1892.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  been  born 
two  children:  Katie,  born  in  1871  and  died  in  1889,  and  George  W.,  born  in 
1873,  and  resides  at  home.  In  1871  Mr.  Reynolds  moved  to  South  Bend, 
where  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  railway  mail  service,  and  remained  there 
for  twelve  years.  Returning  to  LaPorte,  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged 
iu  buying  and  selling  horses.  He  conducts  his  affairs  upon  a  basis  of  ster- 
ling business  veracity,  and  is  adjudged  a  most  worthy  and  honorable  citizen, 
always  loyal  to  his  obligations.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  has  been  quite  an  active  worker  for  his 
party.     Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees. 


JAMES  KIDGWAY. 


This  prominent  old  pioneer  of  LaPorte  County,  although  passed  to  that 
bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns,  was  doubly  entitled  to  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  for  his  long  life  was  replete  with  acts  of  kind- 
ness, and  his  whole  career  marked  by  integrity  and  uprightness.  He  was  a 
native  of  Tuckerton,  New  Jersey,  born  in  1800,  and  was  there  educated.     He 
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was  married  in  that  State  to  Miss  Naomi  Willets,  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  later  engaged  iu  mercantile  pursuits  which  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  the  year  1837,  while  many  others  were  making  their  way  westward, 
Mr.  Kidgway  came  to  LaPorte  County  and  settled  in  the  town  of  LaPorte, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Martin 
Bros,  furniture  store.  He  conducted  this  business  until  1850,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  now  known  as  the  M.  J.  Kidgway  Stock  Farm,  and  i-esided 
on  the  same  until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  January  9, 
1882.  Mrs.  Eidgway  passed  away  on  the'  13th  of  May,  1886.  Politically 
Mr.  Ridgway  affiliated  with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties,  and  refused 
several  important  offices.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  his  marriage,  two 
only  survive:  John  W.,  Nathan,  who  was  born  January  22,  1837,  resided  in 
LaPorte  County  until  about  1883,  when  he  moved  to  Waverly,  Iowa,  and 
there  died  in  June,  1888;  Marion  J.,  born  May  28,  1843,  resided  on  the  old 
homestead  until  his  death  July  14,  1889.  He  married  Loretta  Nickols,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Nickols,  and  she  survives  her  husband;  and  Mary,  wife  of 
Henry  D.  Morrison,  resides  in  LaPorte.  John  W.  Ridgway  was  born  in 
Tuckerton,  New  Jersey,  March  28,  1824,  and  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  LaPorte,  and  assisted  his  father  iu  the  store  while  the  latter 
was  in  business.  In  1849  young  Ridgway  had  a  bad  attack  of  gold  fever, 
and  he  decided  that  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast  was  all  that  was  necessary  to 
drive  it  away.  During  the  time  he  was  in  California  he  engaged  iu  mining 
for  about  a  year,  and  although  he  made  no  very  great  finds,  he  was  unusually 
successful.  For  a  year  and  a  half  after  this  he  was  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, and  about  1854  he  returned  to  LaPorte  County.  After  this  he  resided 
for  a  time  on  his  excellent  farm  of  400  acres,  situated  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  out  of  town.  In  1862  he  returned  to  the  city  and  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising on  the  site  of Hotel,  where  he  remained  until  1870.     He 

then  retired  from  business  for  a  time  and  subsequently  opened  a  crockery  store, 
which  he  sold  out  about  January,  1894.  Mr.  Ridgway  was  married  in  1856, 
to  Miss  Melinda  Hunt,  a  daughter  of  Phineas  Hunt,  who  was  born  iu  the 
Territory  of  Ohio,  December  25,  1801.  The  Hunts  came  originally  from 
North  Carolina,  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  from  there  to  Ohio  and 
thence  to  Door  Village,  this  county,  April  15,  1835.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Ridgway  purchased  a  farm  near  Door  Village,  and  resided  on  it  until  about 
six  months  before  his  death,  which  occurred  June  13,  1881,  when  he  moved  to 


548  PICTORIAL  AND 

LaPorte.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Robinson,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  died 
December  17,  1885,  when  eighty-one  years  of  age,  her  birth  occurring  Sep- 
tember 25,  1804,  in  Grayson  County,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Ridgway  was  the  eldest 
of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  survive.  The  second  in  order  of  birth,  Eliza- 
beth, died  January  18,  1891,  when  sixty-one  years  of  age;  Lavina,  wife  of 
William  Wilson,  resides  in  LaPorte;  Duncan  M.,  resides  near  Rolling  Prairie; 
Sarah  Jane,  resides  in  Emporia,  Kansas;  Edwin,  resides  in  Ft.  Wayne; 
Martha  and  Mary  (twins),  the  former  died  in  Kingsburg,  July  4,  1869,  and 
the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Lambert,  who  is  Street  Commissioner  of  LaPorte ; 
and  Albert  P.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Hunt  served  his  county 
as  Commissioner,  and  also  as  Surveyor  for  many  years.  Politically  he  was  a 
Whig,  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks. 
Mr.  Ridgway  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  Mrs.  Ridgway  is  an  earnest 
Prohibitionist. 


DR.    H.   N.   ELLSWORTH. 

Prominent  in  the  professional  world  of  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  is  the 
name  of  Dr.  H.  N.  Ellsworth,  whose  services  to  humanity  are  worthy  of 
record  in  this  volume.  He  is  the  oldest  practicing  physician  in  the  county, 
locating  here  in  1850,  when  few  indications  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the 
county  were  apparent.  He  has  since  beeu  closely  identified  with  the  growth 
of  the  same  and  has  watched,  with  keen  interest,  its  progress  until  it  is  now 
numbered  among  the  most  thriving  and  important  counties  of  the  State.  By 
his  success  in  his  chosen  work,  he  has  won  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  physi- 
cian, and  the  good  will  of  the  citizens.  His  office  is  supplied  with  a  fine  line 
of  medical  literature  and  every  convenience  for  the  prosecution  of  his  studies. 
The  Doctor  was  born  in  Westford,  Vermont,  July  9,  1827,  to  the  marriage  of 
Thomas  Ellsworth  and  Lucy  Proctor,  both  natives  of  Deering,  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  former  born  in  1798  and  the  latter  in  1800.  He  is  of  English 
descent,  and  his  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  country. 
His  grandfather,  Thomas  Ellsworth,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 
War  of  1812.  The  parents  of  our  subject  moved  to  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  in  1832,  and  in  1844  they  came  to  LaPorte  County,  Indiana, 
settling  in  Union  Township.  Thomas  Ellsworth  was  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  voted  for  every  presidential  candidate  of  that  party  from  Jackson  to 
Buchanan.     He  was  educated  in  Vermont,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age 
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began  teaching,  following  that  profession  eveiy  winter  until  his  death,  Janu- 
ary 27,  1857.  He  taught  the  A  B  C's  to  many  of  the  oldest  settlers.  Mr. 
Ellsworth  was  a  prominent  man  in  LaPorte  County  and  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  died  February  27,  1884,  when 
quite  aged.  Dr.  H.  N.  Ellsworth  was  the  eldest  of  five  children,  all  of  whom 
survive.  The  second,  Hemau  8.,  born  July  20,  1828,  resides  in  California; 
Hiram  H.,  the  third  child,  was  born  June  1,  1831,  in  Westford,  Vermont; 
he  resides  in  Union  Township;  Horace  P.,  born  August  7,  1832,  resides  in 
Union  Township,  and  Edwin  S.,  born  March  21,  1835,  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  resides  in  Noble  Township,  this  county.  Our  subject  secured  a 
fair  education  in  the  districts  schools  of  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  and 
studied  medicine  with  various  physicians.  Later  he  was  in  the  medical  school 
at  Ann  Arbor  for  two  years,  and  in  1853  he  began  practicing  at  Union  Mills, 
this  county.  In  1855  he  located  at  Kingsburg,  and  here  he  has  since 
remained.  He  has  ever  had  a  very  large  practice  in  the  county,  and  for  forty 
years  followed  his  medical  duties  without  any  vacation  or  rest,  being  out  in 
all  kinds  of  weather  and  on  all  kinds  of  roads.  He  responded  as  promptly 
to  a  call,  when  he  knew  he  never  would  get  his  pay,  as  he  would  had 
he  been  paid  in  advance.  In  March,  1859,  Dr.  Ellsworth  was  married  to 
Miss  Polly  Davis,  a  native  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  born  January  24,  1832,  and 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Davis,  both  natives  of  Maryland.  Her 
parents  came  to  Goshen,  Indiana,  in  1830,  and  Mr.  Davis  built  the  first  court 
house  there.  When  Mrs.  Ellsworth  was  but  two  years  old  her  parents  moved 
to  LaPorte  County  and  purchased  320  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Davis  died  in  this 
count}',  February  29,  1839,  and  Mrs.  Davis  in  November,  1856.  Politically, 
the  Doctor  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat  and  has  voted  for  every  presidential 
candidate  of  that  party  from  Pierce  to  Cleveland.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
fraternity.  Dr.  Ellsworth  had  a  paralytic  stroke  February  9,  1893,  and  is 
BOW  retired. 


ROSWELL  N.  BENNETT. 

Justice  and  mercy  are  the  strong  pillars  of  law.  No  man  is  required  to 
do  that  which  does  not  lie  in  his  power  by  the  statutes  of  the  Government. 
Often  he  may  fail  in  his  conception  of  them,  and  in  this  do  the  exponents  of 
jurisprudence  prove  their  value  by  construing  for  him  the  correct  meaning 
and  leading  him  aright.     Eoswell  N.  Bennett,  attorney-at-law  at  Union  Mills, 
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Indiana,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  from  1890  to  1893,  is 
a  prominent  and  able  lawyer  and  is  noted  for  his  skill  in  handling  difficult 
cases.  He  was  born  in  Union  Mills,  December  3,  1853,  his  parents  being 
Roswell  N.  and  Mary  (Titus)  Bennett,  and  is  the  youngest  of  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  Decatur  L.,  the  latter  now 
living  in  Nebraska.  The  father  came,  originally,  from  the  Empire  State  and 
settled  in  Door  Village,  LaPorte  County,  in  1835.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  Later  he  removed  to  Union  Mills  and  followed  his  trade  there  uutit 
his  death,  in  January,  1868.  The  mother  had  passed  away  in  1862.  Mr. 
Bennett  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  an  active  worker  for  his  party.  Their 
two  children,  deceased,  were  named:  Axie  Jane,  married  William  Rodgers 
and  died  in  Nebraska,  and  Mary  L.  died  in  Union  Mills,  Indiana,  when  but 
twenty-one  yeai's  of  age.  The  early  scholastic  training  of  our  subject  was 
received  in  the  district  schools  of  LaPorte  County  and  the  high  schools  of 
the  town  of  LaPorte.      He  studied  law  while  working  at  the  forge  and  while 

learning    the trade,   and    subsequently   engaged   in   the   hardware 

business.  This  was  in  1880  and  he  followed  it  in  connection  with  Nathan  D, 
McCormick  until  1884,  when  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  study  of 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1885.  Since  that  time  he  has  practiced 
in  the  courts  of  LaPorte  County.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance 
business,  as  well  as  the  real  estate  business,  and  is  wideawake  and  enterpris- 
ing. Mr.  Bennett  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Eliza  Croft  of  Union  Mills, 
who  passed  away  October  13,  1878.  His  present  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Hattie  Collins,  a  native  of  Illinois,  whom  he  married  in  1881.  The  fruits  of 
this  union  were  six  children,  five  of  whom  survive:  Stella  J.,  born  October 
23,  1882;  Achsa  N.,  born  August  13,  1884;  Clara  H.,  born  November  10, 
1885;  Hazel,  born  March  13,  1890,  and  died  July  6  of  the  same  year;  Raidy 
P.,  born  October  3,  1891,  and  Howard  H.,  born  November  25,  1893.  In  his 
political  views,  Mr.  Bennett  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  four  years  and  has  held  other  township  offices,  discharging  the 
duties  of  all  in  a  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner.  He  was  elected  to  the 
above  mentioned  positions  in  a  Republican  township,  reducing  the  usual 
Republican  majority  of  ninety  on  personal  grounds  to  forty-eight  majority. 
On  the  9th  of  August,  1890,  he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as 
County  Commissioner  and  was  elected  to  that  position  by  a  majority  of  nearly 
1,200,  running  over  300  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
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DR.   ALPHEUS  M.    SMITH. 

Amoug  the  prominent  men  of  the  learned  professions  in  LaPorte,  Indi- 
ana, and  eminently  useful  in  the  alleviation  of  distress,  is  Dr.  Alpheus  M. 
Smith,  whose  skill  in  the  healing  art  is  well  known,  not  only  in  the  city  of 
LaPorte,  but  in  LaPorte  and  surrounding  counties.  For  twelve  years  he  has 
been  practicing  in  this  county,  and  the  professional  career  of  a  skillful  and 
devoted  physician  ever  furnishes  material  of  great  interest  to  all  readers.  So 
it  is  with  the  life  narrative  of  Dr.  Smith.  This  gentlemen  is  a  Hoosier 
by  birth,  the  light  of  day  first  beaming  upon  him  in  Warrington,  Hancock 
County,  where  he  spent  the  earlier  years  of  his  life.  He  obtained  such  educa- 
tion as  was  afforded  by  the  rather  crude  facilities  of  that  region,  and  being 
of  a  self-sacrificing  disposition,  he  remained  at  home  and  preferred  the  duties 
on  the  farm  that  his  brothers  might  remain  in  school.  He  was  the  fourth  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  among  them  three  are  prac- 
ticing medicine.  Dr.  R.  A.  Smith,  of  Greensborough,  Indiana,  has  a  prac- 
tice averaging  from  $8,000  to  |14,000  annually,  and  another  brother.  Dr.  I. 
M.  Smith,  is  a  celebrated  aurist  and  oculist  of  Winfield,  Kansas,  and  has  had 
eighteen  years  of  experience.  On  the  home  place  our  subject  learned  lessons 
of  industry  and  frugality  which  were  the  stepping  stones  to  success  in  later 
years,  and  developed  much  of  that  ruggedness  of  character  and  sturdy  self- 
reliance  which  have  since  distinguished  him.  Later  his  brothers,  appreciat- 
ing the  sacrifices  that  had  been  made  in  their  behalf,  in  turn  made  it  possible 
for  him  to  receive  the  education  he  so  much  craved.  He  applied  himself  to 
his  books,  secured  a  liberal  education  in  this  way,  and  subsequently  supple- 
mented this  by  a  course  in  the  medical  college  at  Indianapolis.  Receiving 
his  diploma.  Dr.  Smith  practiced  successfully  in  Hanna,  LaPorte  County,  for 
a  time,  but  desiring  to  locate  in  a  larger  town  he  removed  to  LaPorte,  where 
he  at  present  resides.  He  has  been  a  close  student  of  his  profession,  and  in 
his  mission  of  '•  healing  the  sick,"  his  generous  treatment  of  his  patients, 
his  liberality  and  kindness  of  heart,  have  won  for  him  not  the  respect  alone, 
but  the  earnest  regard  of  the  large  clientele  which  he  has  gathered  around 
him.  His  ability  as  a  practitioner  has  been  suitably  recognized  by  his 
appointment  as  physician  of  the  poor  of  LaPorte  city,  a  position  he  fills  in  a 
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very  creditable  manner.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Loduska  West,  is  a  daughter 
of  W.  H.  West,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Hanna.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  the  Doctor's  marriage,  and  all  are  at  home.  Dr.  Smith's  mother  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Carey, 
at  Valley  Falls,  Kansas.  The  father,  Isaac  Smith,  formerly  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Warrington,  has  passed  away.  Dr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a  successful  practitioner  and  a  much 
esteemed  citizen. 


J.   J.    STEDMAN,  M.D. 

A  prominent  writer  has  characterized  America  as  being  the  inventor's 
paradise.  Certain  it  is  that  no  country  in  the  world  has  done  so  much  in  the 
line  of  inventions  as  this  continent,  whence  have  sprung  the  most  noted 
patents  of  the  nineteenth  ceutui-y.  Among  the  individuals  who  have  become 
prominent  in  this  respect  stands  the  name  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Stedman.  He  invented 
a  decided  improvement  in  dental  plates,  and  a  patent  was  granted  for  the  same 
September  24,  1889.  It  does  away  with  the  large  suction  plate  in  common 
use.  The  plates  ai-e  very  small,  only  about  one-eighth  to  one-foui'th  the  usual 
size,  and  being  constructed  on  true  mechanical  principles,  fit  the  month  with 
perfect  accuracy.  Any  number  of  teeth  can  be  put  in  without  extracting  any 
good  teeth  you  may  have,  and  no  plate  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth.  The  patent 
plate  is  especially  adopted  to  lower  dentures,  since  it  is  well  known  that  the 
dental  profession  have  nothing  successful  to  offer  in  that  line,  and  furthermore, 
partial  lower  plates  have  not  nor  can  not  be  successfully  made  by  any  other 
method.  This  is  an  important  matter  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration 
that  lower  teeth  are  as  necessary  as  upper.  The  plates  are  held  firmly  in 
place  by  the  use  of  springs  attached  to  the  lower  plate,  but  not  fastened  to  the 
upper  plate,  causing  a  slight  pressure  between  the  upper  and  lower  plates,  in 
which  position  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  springs  do  not  in  any  manner 
interfere  with  the  movement  of  the  jaws,  or  otherwise  inconvenience  the  wearer. 
These  springs  were  patented  May  19, 1891,  and  May  3,  1892.  Dr.  J.  J.  Sted- 
man was  born  in  Ontario,  Wayne  County,  New  York,  February  24,  1831,  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  practicing  physicians  of  the  county.  His  parents,  Ben- 
jamin and  Abigail  (Sheldon)  Stedman,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Vermont,  respectively.  The  father  died  when  Dr.  J.  J.  was  not  yet  two  years 
old,  and  the  mother  in  1865.      Young  Stedman  received  his  education  in  the 
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district  schools  and  in  the  bigb  school  at Ohio.       Later  he  returned 

to  his  native  State,  and  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Perkins,  of  Rochester,  took 
medical  lectures  there,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Following  this  he 
began  the  practice  of  dentistry,  and  in  1855  removed  to  Hillsdale,  Michigan. 
In  March,  1862,  he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  milling  iu  the  Prairie 
State,  and  continued  this  for  twelve  years  when  he  returned  to  Wellington, 
Ohio.  There  he  remained  four  years  in  the  practice  of  dentistry,  and  then 
removed  to  LaPorte,  Indiana.  Later  he  returned  to  Ohio,  remained  for  some 
time,  and  then  again  returned  to  LaPorte,  where  he  has  been  practicing  his 
profession  for  the  most  part  since  April  11,  1849.  He  has  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  dentists.  In  February,  1891, 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  F.  R.  Carver,  also  a  successful  dentist, 
and  they  have  a  large  practice.  The  Doctor  has  sold  the  yearly  license  to  over 
1,100  dentists,  and  it  has  already  met  with  the  hearty  endorsement  through- 
out the  country.  He  got  tired  of  the  old  suction  plates,  and  concluded  that  he 
could  make  an  improvement.  He  awoke  one  night,  thought  it  all  out,  and 
arising  at  four  o'clock,  went  to  the  office  where  he  wrote  out  a  plan.  He  is 
realizing  a  large  revenue  from  his  patents.  The  Doctor  was  married  in  185(5 
to  Miss  Verena  Thompson,  a  native  of  Michigan.  Politicall}-,  he  is  a  protec- 
tionist Democrat. 


QUINCY  CRAM. 


In  no  way  can  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  city  be  determined  so  well 
as  by  the  progress  made  by  the  leading  business  houses  therein,  such  always 
standing  as  general  indices  to  the  city's  condition.  Among  such  business 
barometers  the  livery  stable  should  rank  in  the  midst  of  the  first.  LaPorte 
is  particularly  fortunate  in'  her  livery  interests,  and  the  gentlemen  engaged 
in  this  line  include  Quincy  Cram,  the  popular  proprietor  of  one  of  the  leading 
stables  in  the  city.  Mr.  Cram  owes  his  origin  to  this  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Cool  Springs  August  18,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Horace  and 
Phoebe  (Bales)  Cram,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  New 
York.  Iu  the  year  1849  they  removed  to  Indiana,  and  settled  in  Cool  Spring 
Township,  where  they  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  From  there  they 
went  to  Waterford,  LaPorte  County,  about  1875,  and  thence  to  Glenwood, 
where  they  reside  at  the  present  time,  and  where  they  are  highly  esteemed. 
Quincy  Cram  is   the  second  in  order  of  birth  of   five  children,  four  of  whom 
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are  living  at  tlie  present  time.  One  son,  Hiram  Cram,  is  a  prominent  horse 
trainer  in  Valparaiso;  David,  a  successful  farmer,  makes  his  home  in  Glen- 
wood,  Michigan;  Malvina  married  Frederick  Hager,  and  died  in  LaPorte  in 
1885;  Sarah  married  Frederick  Hager,  and  resides  in  Glenwood.  The  orig- 
inal of  this  notice  attended  the  district  schools  of  LaPorte  County,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  K.  K.,  where  he  remained  for  four 
^■ears.  After  this  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Marion  Kedway,  where  he  remained 
six  years,  and  then,  in  company  with  S.  M.  Closser,  conducted  the  Bald  Hill 
Stock  Farm  for  five  years.  Later  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  livery  sta- 
ble of  A.  P.  Orr,  and  conducted  that  business  for  many  years'  under  the  firm 
title  of  Orr  <fe  Cram.  In  1893  he  purchased  Mr.  Orr's  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  is  now  the  sole  proprietor.  Mr.  Cram  has  been  the  leading  horse- 
trainer  of  the  county,  and  has  had  in  his  hands  such  horses  as  Prince  M., 
sold  for  $2,600;  American  Boy  he  took  with  a  record  of  2:30,  and  gave  him 
one  of  2:20;  Fannie  R.  he  gave  a  mark  of  2:36  the  first  season;  Mamie  Gift, 
2:29|-;  Dexter  L.,  2:2Gi.  Mr.  Cram  has  been  unusually  successful  as  a 
trainer  in  the  country,  and  his  reputation  extends  far  and  wide.  He  has  one 
ciiild,  Daisy,  born  March  4,  1880,  who  is  an  expert  horsewoman.  She  drove 
American  Boy  in  2:31.  Socially  Mr.  Cram  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


ADDISON  J.    PHILLIPS. 

This  gentleman  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  old  settlers  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  chronicle  here  the  events  that  mark  his  life  as 
one  of  usefulness.  Material  wealth  must  not  exclude  the  riches  of  character 
and  ability  in  recounting  the  virtues  which  have  been  brought  to  this  region 
by  its  citizens;  and  amongst  its  most  precious  treasures  must  be  estimated 
the  lives  of  those  citizens  who  have,  by  their  intelligence  and  their  eminence 
in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  assisted  in  raising  the  standard  of  life  and  thought 
in  the  communities  in  whicli  they  have  settled.  No  one  has  probably  done 
more  in  this  line  than  Mr.  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  New 
York,  in  1822.  His  father,  Cyril  Phillips,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  as  a  means  of  livelihood  followed  the  occupation  of  boot  and  shoemaking 
and  contracting.  He  conducted  an  establishment  at  Pennfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  a  number  of  years,  then  removed  to  Brighton,  now  a  part  of  Eoch- 
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ester,  New  York.  lu  1842  he  came  to  Michigan  City,  by  way  of  the  great 
lakes,  but  for  two  and  a  half  years  thereafter  he  conducted  a  business  in  La 
Porte,  Indiana.  Following  this  he  continued  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in 
Michigan  City  for  ten  years,  and  there  was  called  from  life  in  1870  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  was  first  married  to  Vii'ena  Bateman,  whose  people  came 
from  England  and  settled  in  Genessee  Countj',  New  York.  To  them  seven 
children  were  given,  of  whom  two  sons  and  a  daughter  survive.  The  mother 
died  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Pliillips  wedded  Plii- 
lena  Joy,  of  Perriugton,  who  survived  him  twenty  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  drum  major  in  the  Continental  Army  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  and  carried  his  drum  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  H& 
helped  survey  and  finally  settled  in  Genessee  County,  New  York;  but  his 
death  occurred  at  Perringtou,  Monroe  County.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  magistrate  under  the  British  Government,  and  later  under  the  new 
republic — the  United  States  of  America.  Ladner  Phillips,  one  of  the  sous 
of  Cyril,  invented  and  constructed,  in  Michigan  City,  the  first  submarine 
boat  ever  built,  which  was  intended  for  use  in  securing  wreckage  sunk  in 
deep  water,  and  which  could  be  used  in  time  of  war,  its  cost  amounting  to 
S8,000.  It  was  lost  off  Long  Point  in  Lake  Erie,  in  1849,  in  attempting  to 
secure  valuables  lost  on  the  steamer  Atlantic.  Addison  J.  Phillips,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State, 
but  was  compelled  to  labor  many  hours  of  the  night  in  order  to  find  time  to 
attend  school.  He  was  always  very  desirous  of  obtaining  an  education,  ami 
his  days  of  study  did  not  end  with  his  youth,  but  were  continued  up  to  the 
time  that  his  eyesight  began  failing  him.  He  came  west  with  his  father, 
and  after  a  residence  of  three  jears  in  LaPorte,  he  came  to  Michigan  City, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  shoe-shop 
for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  continued  the  business  for  himself  until 
1861,  after  which  he  became  a  real  estate  dealer,  an  occupation  he  found  both 
profitable  and  agreeable,  and  which  he  continued  until  1886,  when  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  retire  from  active  work.  He  is  now  almost  blind, 
but  is  cared  for  by  his  son  William,  who,  with  his  family,  lives  with  him  on 
the  old  home  place.  He  has  always  been  a  life-long  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  is  the  oldest  member  of  that  j^arty  in  Michigan  Township.  He  has  always 
been  strictly  temperate,  never  smoked  a  pipe  or  cigar,  never  played  a  game 
of  cards,  ten-pins  or  billiards,  and  in  all  respects  has  been  a  model  citizen. 
He  has  held  a  number  of  city  offices  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.. 
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F.,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee  for  tweuty-five  years.  He  was  married  in 
1845  to  Eliza  R.  Haver  of  Michigan  City,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
She  was  educated  in  Cold  Springs  Seminary  of  Buffalo,  and  was,  by  virtue  of 
Ler  education,  a  strong  support  to  her  husband  in  his  business  life.  To  them 
sixteen  children  were  born,  eight  sons  and  eight  daughters;  but  all  of  them 
died  before  reaching  the  age  of  five  years,  with  the  exception  of  three  sons: 
William;  Addison  G.,  who  is  a  locomotive  engineer,  and  Karl  B.,  who  is  a 
machinist  in  the  Michigan  City  Car  Works.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  of  heart  disease  in  1887.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  throughout  her  busy  life  was  a  constant  reader  and  student.  She  was  a 
moral  and  intellectual  force  in  the  community,  and  her  advice  was  much  sought 
for  by  those  about  her.  She  was  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Webb,  the  mother  of  Ann 
Eliza,  nineteenth  wife  of  Brigham  Young,  and  for  some  six  years  conducted  a 
spirited  controversy  with  that  lady  on  the  subject  of  Mormonism.  How  far  her 
arguments  went  toward  the  conversion  of  Mrs.  Webb  some  time  after  is  now 
known.  She  was  a  great  lover  of  poetry,  and  was  ever  found  ready  and  willing 
to  impart  her  knowledge  to  others  on  all  subjects. 


WILLIAM   PHILLIPS. 

This  wideawake  and  enterprising  gentleman  is  the  eldest  living  son  of 
Addison  J.  Phillips,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  above.  He  was  born  in  Michi- 
gan City,  Indiana,  May  8,  185-i,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
city,  in  which  he  very  nearly  completed  the  high  school  course.  An  intense 
desire  for  business  induced  him  to  leave  school  to  enter  upon  the  struggle  for 
a  livelihood,  and  he  soon  after  secured  employment  with  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  as  an  apprentice  in  the  machinery  department,  and  with  this  com- 
pauj'  he  remained  for  seven  years.  On  the  removal  of  the  shops  to  Jackson, 
Michigan,  he  decided  not  to  go  there,  and  instead,  began  working  for  the  Brazil 
Coal  Company  at  Knightsville,  Indiana,  with  which  he  remained  one  year. 
During  the  strike  of  1870  in  the  coal  regions,  he  returned  to  Michigan  City 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Haskell  &  Barker  Car  Company  as  machinist,  and 
with  this  firm  he  has  remained  ever  since,  a  fact  that  speaks  eloquently  for  his 
faithfulness,  efiiciency  and  honesty.  During  1893  he  looked  after  the  steam 
fitting  and  repair  work  for  the  company,  and  has  proven  himself  capable  of 
filling  this  position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employers.     In  1874  he 
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became  a  membei-  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Micliigau  City,  and  during  the 
past  eight  years  has  been  its  chief,  and  in  every  respect  has  proven  himself 
an  efficient  one.  His  men  are  well  drilled,  prompt  and  active,  and  have  found 
that  their  confidence  in  their  chief  has  not  been  misplaced.  He  is  President 
of  the  water  board,  and  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  department.  He  has  always  been  an  active  worker  for  the  cause  of 
Democracy,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  and  treasurer  of  his  lodge  in  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  National  Organization,  and  also  of  insur- 
ance and  benevolent  organizations.  He  is  a  practical  and  intelligent  business 
man,  keenly  alive  to  his  own  interests,  but  it  must  be  said  to  his  credit,  never 
to  the  extent  of  wronging  others  out  of  a  penny,  and  although  he  is  but  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age,  he  has  a  competency  which  would  enable  him  to  live  in  ease 
the  I'est  of  his  life,  were  he  so  disposed.  He  is  genial,  frank,  thoroughly 
approachable,  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  less  favored  by  fortune 
than  himself,  he  is  a  general  favorite  among  his  business  associates,  as  well 
as  among  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  possesses  many  of  his 
worthy  father's  traits  of  character  and  the  keen  intellect  and  kindly  disposi- 
tion of  his  noble  mother,  and  his  career  thus  far  through  life  lias  been  a 
prosperous,  happy  and  successful  one. 


ARTHUR  A.  MAYNARD. 

The  story  of  the  life  of  the  worthy  citizen  should  be  given  to  the  public. 
It  should  be  read  by  all  our  people,  that  they  may  profit  by  the  example.  Its 
lessons  should  be  studied,  and  the  good  they  inculcate  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  the  youth  of  our  land.  All  may  glean  from  them  kernels  of  wisdom 
for  present  use,  and  store  up  knowledge  and  information  which  will  be  of  bene- 
fit in  after  life.  It  is  of  such  a  citizen  that  we  write,  for  although  he  has  but 
attained  his  prime,  his  life  has  been  a  useful  one,  and  well  spent. 

Arthur  A.  Maynard  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  November  15,  1850,  a 
son  of  Lorenzo  D.,  and  Julia  A.  (Odell)  Maynard,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Lockport,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Tonawanda,  New  York.  Lor- 
enzo D.  Maynard  was  a  harness  maker  by  trade,  and  upon  his  removal  to  Chi- 
cago, in  1848,  followed  that  occupation.  In  1849  he  was  taken  with  a  severe 
attack  of  gold  fever,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  he  started  with  a  party  of 
friends  to  make  the  overland  journey  to  California,  but  upon  reaching  Council 
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Bluffs,  the  party  broke  up,  owing  to  an  epidemic  which  broke  out  among  their 
uumbers,  and  Mr.  Maynard  returned  to  Chicago.  Shortly  after  thi.s  he 
located  at  St.  Charles,  Illinois,  where  he  opened  a  harness  shop,  and  con- 
tinued in  business  for  several  years.  He  then  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  took 
charge  of  a  cotton  seed  oil  plant  owned  by  Fisk  &  Durkee,  of  New  York,  in 
whose  employ  he  continued  until  the  bursting  of  the  dark  war  cloud  which  had 
so  long  hovered  over  the  country.  He  was  then  drafted  into  the  Confederate 
Army,  much  against  his  will,  for  his  heart  was  loyal  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
and  his  sympathies  were  thoroughly  with  the  Union,  and  he  soon  managed  to 
make  his  escape  b}-  obtaining  leave  to  go  to  his  factory  to  put  it  in  order.  He 
deceived  his  guard  by  supplying  them  with  liquor  in  the  reception  room  while 
he  looked  over  the  works.  He  ran  out  of  a  back  door  and  down  to  the  levee, 
where  he  jumped  into  the  wheel  house  of  a  boat  about  to  start  North.  He  fin- 
ally landed  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  as  a 
private,  his  own  bravery  and  good  fighting  qualities  eventually  winning  him  the 
position  of  captaiuof  Company  D,  Twenty-sixth  Missouri  Infantry.  He  fought 
at  Fort  Donaldson,  Island  No.  10,  Corinth,  and  some  minor  engagements  in  all 
of  which  he  escaped  being  severely"\vounded.  Previous  to  this  he  had  been  in 
the  Mexican  War,  and  his  knowledge  of  military  affairs  made  his  services  very 
valuable  to  the  Government,  who  greatly  needed  true,  tried  and  experienced 
soldiers.  Soon  after  he  reached  St.  Louis,  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  where 
they  made  their  home  iintil  the  close  of  hostilities.  Following  this.  Captain 
Maynard  was  foreman  of  the  Boomer  Bridge  Works  of  Chicago  for  some  time, 
or  until  failing  health  obliged  him  to  relinquish  this  occupation.  His  death 
occurred  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1880,  resulting  from 
spinal  trouble,  contracted  while  serving  his  country  during  the  Rebellion. 
His  wife  was  a  member  of  a  Canadian  family  that  went  West  about  the  same 
time  that  Mr.  Maynard's  did.  She  also  breathed  her  last  in  Chicago.  The 
early  life  of  Arthur  A.  Maynard  was  spent  in  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  but  on  account  of  the  various  moves  of  the  family,  his  opportunities 
for  schooling  were  few.  He  was  the  eldest  of  three  children:  Arthur  A., 
Almetta  I.,  and  Stephen  C,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  placed  in  a  grocery  store  of  Chicago,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  1871  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  which  he  rose  to  the  position  of  conductor.  He 
remained  in  the  railroad  service  nineteen  years.  In  August,  1889,  he  took  up 
-the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Crown  Point,  whither  he  had  moved 
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in  1875,  and  this  occupation  has  received  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  politics  lie  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1890  was  nominated 
on  that  ticket  for  county  clerk,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  In  1892  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  the  County  Democratic  Committee  which  he  still  holds, 
and  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  Deputj'  Sheriflf,  in  which  capacity  he  is 
still  acting.  He  was  married  May  30,  1877,  to  Effie  G.  Hudson,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sybil  Hudson  of  that  city,  the  former  of  Eng- 
lish birth,  and  the  latter  an  Ohioan  of  Eastern  extraction.  Mr.  Maynard  and 
his  wife  had  five  children:  Julia,  Ide,  Edna,  Frank  and  Arthur.  Mr.  May- 
nard is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  Foresters,  having  held 
oflSces  in  each  of  these  societies. 


WARREN   HARRIS. 

To  the  person  who  closely  applies  himself  to  any  occupation  which  he 
has  chosen  as  his  calling  in  life,  there  can  only  come  one  result — that  of  suc- 
cess, and  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  those  among  whom  he  has  made  his 
home.  Mr.  Harris  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  for  it  has  only  been  by  industry 
and  strict  attention  to  agricultixral  pursuits  that  he  has  attained  to  the  position 
which  he  now  enjoys.  He  was  born  in  Oxford  County,  Canada,  near  Ingersoll, 
September  6,  1841,  a  son  of  James  D.  and  Martha  Maria  (Jackson)  Harris, 
grandson  of  Arial  Harris  and  great  grandson  of  Arial  Harris,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  of  English  origin.  The  latter  was  a  participant  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  and  afterward  settled  in  Oswego  County,  New  York,  where 
he  eventually  died,  having  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  life. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Warren  Harris  was  born,  reared  and  died  in  Oswego 
County.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812, 
and  reared  a  family  of  seven  children:  Eli,  Ira,  James  D.,  Sylvester,  William, 
Gilbert  and  Eliza  (Turner).  After  his  death,  the  widow  with  her  family  re- 
moved to  Canada,  about  1830.  James  D.  Harris  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
New  York,  June  9,  1806  and  in  182G  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  bought  and 
improved  a  farm  of  100  acres.  He  was  called  from  life  April  3,  1866,  having 
for  many  years  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  twice  married 
and  his  first  wife  was  Miss  Esther  Harris,  who  bore  him  one  daughter,  Belinda, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Albert  Poat,  of  Canada.  His  second  wife  bore  him 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Arial  died  in  Canada,  leaving 
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a  widow  aud  son:  James  P.,  of  Canada;  Clark,  of  Sanilac  County,  Michigan; 
Warren;  John  J.,  who  died  at  Wheeler,  left  a  widow  and  sou;  Esther  L.  (Had- 
dock) of  Port  Huron,  Michigan;  Martha  M.  (Haddock)  of  Canada,  and  Mariah 
who  died  young.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in  Ogdensburg,  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  John  Jackson  who  was  a  member  of  the  same  family  as 
Gen.  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  views,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  when  over  sixty  years  of  age.  Warren  Harris  was 
reared  in  the  country  of  his  birth  and  received  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  after  a  permanent  residence  of  six  months,  began  traveling  over  various 
parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  New  York  and  North  Carolina.  In  1872  he 
located  at  Wheeler,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  but 
at  the  end  of  two  years  he  bought  a  farm  of  110  acres,  on  which  he  now  resides, 
in  Section  Two.  This  farm  he  has  greatly  improved  and  has  made  it  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  in  the  county.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Township  Trustee  and  has  since  filled  the  office  very  acceptably,  and  as  an  active 
Republican,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1894.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  as  a  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  is 
spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  married  Janu- 
ary 4,  1876  to  Miss  Jane  C.  Miller,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Anna  (O'Connor) 
Miller,  natives  of  Canada  aud  Ireland,  respectively,  the  former  beiug  a  carpen- 
ter and  builder  by  occupation.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  have  no  family,  having  lost 
two  little  ones  in  infancy. 

EDWARD   BATTERMAN. 

The  enormous  increase  iu  the  demand  for  carriages  aud  wagons  of  all 
grades  has  rendered  their  manufacture  a  prominent  industry  in  the  United 
States.  There  are  few  branches  of  industrial  trades  in  which  such  a  vast 
amount  of  capital  has  been  invested  and  uone  other  in  which  the  American 
manufacturer  has  by  his  skill  and  ingenuity  so  far  outstripped  his  competi- 
tors. One  of  the  well  known  aud  deservedly  popular  concerns,  whose  produc- 
tions are  iu  constant  and  ever  increasing  demaud,  is  that  of  which  Mr.  Batter- 
man  is  proprietor,  at  Hobart,  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  Crete,  Will  County, 
Illinois,  March  5,  1858,  to  Christ,  and  Johaunah  (Docher)  Batterman.  The 
grandfather  was  also  Christ.  Batterman  and  lived  and  died  in  Germany.     The 


BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  561 

fathei-  of  Edward  -was  boru  in  Hauover,  Germany  and  when  a  boy,  with  two 
brothers,  Henry  and  Fred,  and  one  sister,  came  to  the  United  States  (between 
1840  and  1845)  and  settled  on  a  farm  as  a  laborer.  He  died  at  Crete,  Illinois 
in  February,  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three-  years,  after  having  become  the 
owner  of  three  farms  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  containing  over  600  acres,  all  of 
which  he  became  possessed  of  through  his  own  industry  and  perseverance. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  widow,  who  was  also  born  in  Hamburg, 
Germany,  still  survives  him.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Herman  and  Fredericka 
Docher,  who  came  to  the  United  States  about  1845  and  settled  in  Lake  County, 
Indiana.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents ; 
Harmon,  Henry,  Edward,  Charles,  Albert,  Henrietta  (Borger),  Matilda  and 
August.  Edward  Batterman  received  a  district  school  education  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  yeai-s  began  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  at  Hobart.  Two 
years  later  he  started  out  in  business  for  himself  and  the  result  is  the  fine  agri- 
cultural implement  and  wagon  and  buggy  manufactory  of  which  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor. His  establishment  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  of  its  kind 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  and  the  vehicles  and  machinery  which  he 
turns  out  are  of  excellent  workmanship  and  have  become  well  and  favorably 
known.  His  establishment  gives  employment  to  from  six  to  eight  men.  Mr. 
Batterman  has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Foresters.  He  was  married  February  16, 1882 
to  Miss  Carrie  Richeards,  who  was  born  in  Cook  County,  Illinois,  a  daughter 
of  Gotlieb  Richeards,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  and  became  a 
farmer  in  Cook  County.  She  was  one  of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters  and 
herself  became  the  mother  of  two  children:  Lena  and  Fred,  the  latter  dying 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Batterman  and  family  are  Unitarian  in  religious  belief,  and 
he  is  a  wideawake  and  useful  citizen  of  the  county. 


JOHN  MATHEWS. 


This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Hobart,  Indiana, 
whose  probity  is  well  known  and  whose  career  has  been  distinguished  for 
enterprise.  He  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  November  3,  1833,  a  son  of 
David  and  Isabella  (McCalpiu)  Mathews,  grandson  of  John  Mathews,  and 
great  grandson  of  John  Mathews,  w-lio  came  to  this  country  prior  to  the  War 
of  Independence,  and  settled  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  The 
36 
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grandfather  was  born  in  that  county,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
also  took  part  in  several  Indian  raids.  In  an  early  day  he  came  to  Koss 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  but  left  that  State  in  1837  and 
came  to  Hebron,  Indiana,  where  lie  entered  and  improved  160  acres.  Here 
he  was  called  from  life  in  1849  when  over  ninety  years  of  age.  He  was  an 
Old  School  Presbyterian  and  was  active  as  one  of  the  founders  of  that  church 
at  Hebron,  and  politically  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  His  wife,  Nancy  Collier, 
bore  him  children  as  follows:  David,  James,  Nancy,  Collier,  William  and 
John,  of  Logansport,  Indiana.  William  died  in  California  after  having 
crossed  the  plains  in  search  of  gold.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
Ohio  about  1836.  David  Mathews,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  removed  to  Ohio  at  the  same  time  as  his  father, 
where  he  improved  a  farm.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed  this 
occupation  as  well  as  farming  after  coming  to  Indiana.  He  first  purciiased  a 
claim  of  160  acres  which  he  improved,  then  sold  it  and  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Valparaiso  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  About  1869  he  moved  to  Todd  County, 
Minnesota,  where  he  died  in  October,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
He  was  a  Whig,  took  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  in  his  religious  views 
was  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  married  three  times,  ^nd  by  his  first  wife  became 
the  father  of  four  children:  John;  Elizabeth  (Harsh)  of  Minnesota;  Kobei't 
H.,  of  Sterling,  Kansas,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  Cvntbia 
(McCorrihan)  of  Minnesota.  His  second  wife  was  a  Mrs.  Bissell,  who  died 
without  issue,  and  his  third  wife  was  Eliza  Kussell,  who  bore  him  two 
children:  William  C,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  Cyrus,  of  Walla  Walla, 
Washington.  His  third  wife  still  survives  him.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  district  school  education.  He 
began  teaching  vocal  and  instrumental  music  when  quite  young,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  began  learning  the  trade  of  a  saddler  in  Leesburg,  Indiana, 
after  which  he  worked  at  it  in  various  places.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Pliillipi, 
West  Virginia,  being  wounded  iu  the  right  arm  in  another  engagement  in 
that  State.  He  then  returned  home  with  his  regiment,  but  when  ordered  to 
the  front  again,  Mr.  Mathews  could  not  enter  the  field  with  his  command  as 
his  wound  had  not  yet  healed.  In  November,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana,  after  which  he  participated  in  the  siege  of  Chatta- 
nooga. After  the  battle  of  Mission  Kidge,  he,  with  twenty- two  men,  was 
detailed  on  provost  duty  and  was  a  participant  in  the  battle  of   Franklin   and 
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also  Nashville.  After  the  battle  of  Nashville,  he,  with  fifty-two  convalescents, 
was  sent  to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  participated  in  the  grand 
review  at  that  place.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in 
November,  1865,  and  soon  after  came  to  Hobart,  Indiana,  where  he  opened  a 
shop  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  some  time.  Later  he  opened  a  grocery  and 
bakery  establishment  which  he  conducted  with  excellent  success  until  1891, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  stock  of  goods  and  retired  from  active  business  life. 
He  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1886  and  in  April,  1892,  w-as 
appointed  Notary  Public,  and  since  that  time  has  done  a  notary  and  collecting 
business.  He  is  a  Eepublican  in  his  political  proclivities,  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  public  favor.  He  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being 
Louisa  Hardesty,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Reuch)  Hardesty.  This 
wife  died  about  a  year  after  their  marriage,  after  which  Mr.  Mathews  took 
for  his  second  wife  Mary  Crisman,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Bingle) 
Crisman.  They  have  one  sou,  "William  H.,  who  is  agent  on  the  P.  Ft.  &  C. 
R.  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathews  are  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church,,  are 
highly  esteemed  in  their  section,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  the  G.  A.  R. 


WILLIAM  A.  HANSFORD. 

Tlie  farming  class  of  America,  and  especially  of  the  northern  tier  of 
States,  is  noted  for  the  degree  of  intelligence  that  is  possessed  among  its 
representatives.  Mr,  Hansford  belongs  to  one  of  the  most  progressive  of 
families,  and  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  in  other  respects,  he  has 
endeavored  to  keep  out  of  old  grooves,  and  has  always  favored  the  adop- 
tion of  new  and  improved  methods  in  conducting  his  operations.  The 
Hansfords  originated  in  England,  and  the  grandparents  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  were  well-to-do  dairy  farmers.  Their  son,  John,  was  born  in 
Lancashire,  in  1813,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  left  the  home  of 
his  birth  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and  first  located  in  New 
Jersey.  He  worked  in  that  State  and  Pennsylvania  during  the  building  of 
the  Lehigh  Canal  as  cook,  and  also  at  blasting  rocks,  but  about  1836 
came  westward  to  Chicago.  Succeeding  this  for  about  seven  years  he 
resided  at  Thornton,  Illinois,  where  he  followed  farming  and  teaming,  and 
in    1843    he   removed  to  Indiana    to    the  farm  where  the    subject    of    this 
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sketch  now  lives.  While  at  Thornton  he  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  he  improved,  and  on  which  he  resided  while  in  that  section.  In 
1838  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Morgan,  by  whom  he  had  two  children: 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  Maria,  who  passed  from  life 
in  December,  1889.  Mr.  Hansford  was  married  a  second  time  April  i, 
1844,  to  Miss  Hannah  Dillingham,  a  native  of  Ohio,  to  which  union  eight 
children  were. given:  William,  who  died  in  1849;  Eri,  who  is  a  prosperous 
and  successful  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  Topeka,  Kansas;  Effie  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  Otis  King  and  lives  in  LaPorte  County  on  a  farm;  Ella  B.  is  the 
wife  of  Eeason  Reed,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Kansas;  Emma  C,  is  the 
wife  of  John  Sellman,  a  farmer;  William  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Jonah  S.,  is  located  on  a  portion  of  the  old  home  farm,  and  J.  L.,  who  is 
successfully  tilling  the  soil  in  LaPorte  Couutj'.  William  A.  Hansford,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing 
March  17,  1860,  and  on  this  farm  he  was  brought  up,  and  though  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  his  native  shrewdness  and  naturally 
good  mind  placed  him  among  the  intelligent  young  men  of  his  day.  He 
gave  his  assistance  to  his  father  up  to  the  age  of  about  twenty-one  years, 
then  began  farming  for  himself  in  Shawnee  Coiinty,  Kansas,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years.  He  then  removed  back  to  the  old  home  farm  in 
Indiana,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  went  to  Marion  County,  Missouri. 
A  year  and  a  half  later  he  came  to  Porter  Count}-,  Indiana,  once  more, 
and  here  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He  was  married  in  1S90  to 
Miss  Ida  Shroder,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Hannah  Shroder,  farmers 
bv  occupation,  and  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Minnie,  Lana, 
Mary,  Ida,  Sophia  and  Christopher.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
1880,  but  his  widow  still  survives  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hansford  have  but 
one  child  living,  their  eldest  born  having  died  at  the  age  of  three  months. 
Their  present  little  one  was  born  on  the  30th  of  August,  1893,  and  is 
named  Edith.  Mr.  Hansford  has  been  very  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  for  though  still  a  young  man,  he  is  the  owner  of  about  600  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  on  which  are  good  buildings  and  improvements  of  all 
kinds.  The  appearance  of  his  place  indicates  that  he  is  a  man  of  thrift, 
and  he  gives  every  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the 
county  before  many  years  have  passed  over  his  head.  Mr.  Hanford  is  a 
Democrat  politically,  but  is  liberal  in  his  views,  and  is  by  no  means  an 
aspirant    for  political    honors.      Although  not  a  member  of    any  church   he 
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believes  in  the  Golden  Rule,  and  in  matters  of  public  enterprise  he  is 
always  interested  and  a  substantial  supporter.  His  father  died  in  1890, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  mother,  in  1874,  when  about 
fifty-five  years  old.  The  family  are  well  known  in  Porter  County,  the 
members  of  which  are  deservedly  classed  among  its  most  substantial  citizens. 


JONATHAN  W.  CRUMPACKEK. 

Hon.  Jonathan  W.  Crumpacker,  State  Senator  from  the  First  District  of 
Indiana,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  at  LaPorte,  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  born  in  Westville,  September  G,  1854.  His  parents.  Shepherd  and 
Deborah  (Williams)  Crumpacker,  are  now  residing  at  Westville,  this  county, 
and  are  among  the  oldest  residents  of  the  same.  Owen  C.  Crumpacker,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  native  Virginian,  and  came  to  Westville,  Indiana, 
in  1834,  when  his  son  Shephard  was  but  ten  years  of  age.  He  died  in  1846, 
and  his  wife,  Hannah,  passed  away  in  1880,  when  eighty-six  years  of  age. 
Shepherd  Crumpacker  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  i-epresentatives  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  LaPorte  County,  and  no  man  in  the  county  occupies 
a  higher  position  for  energy,  enterprise,  public  spirit  and  integrity,  than  he. 
The  original  of  this  notice  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  but  subsequently  attended  Prairie  Home  Academy,  and  pursued 
his  law  studies  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  He  began  practicing  at  the  bar  of 
LaPorte  County  in  August,  1887,  and  soon  after  acquired  a  high  reputation  as 
a  practitioner  of  unusual  ability,  persistence,  force  and  adroitness,  and  as 
a  result  rose  rapidly  to  the  top  of  his  profession,  and  enjoys  a  large  practice 
and  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow-lawyers  and  the  people.  As  an  all 
round  lawyer  he  has  probably  few  superiors  among  the  bar  of  Indiana.  He  is 
calm,  dispassionate,  eloquent,  and  all  his  arguments  are  firmly  grounded  upon 
legal  and  equitable  principles.  Early  in  life  he  developed  a  taste  for  politics, 
and  when  but  twelve  years  of  age  he  was  much  in  the  society  of  that  great 
campaigner.  Senator  Pierce,  who  took  a  great  fancy  to  our  subject,  and  from 
whom  the  latter  acquired  a  great  love  for  politics.  A  life-long  Republican, 
he  was  placed  in  nomination  for  Mayor  of  LaPorte  in  1884,  with  Lieut.  Gov. 
Nye  as  his  Democratic  opponent,  and  as  the  city  gives  a  nominal  plurality  of 
300  Democratic,  Mr.  Nye  was,  of  course,  elected.  However,  Mr.  Crum- 
packer's  populai'ity  reduced  the  plurality  to  less  than  a  hundred,  on  personal 
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grounds,  equivalent  to  a  victory.  His  successful  municipal  canvass  made  him 
the  candidate  of  Lis  party  for  State  Senator  in  1892.  Tliei'e  seemed  little  hope 
of  success,  as  President  Cleveland's  plurality  in  the  county,  was  about  1,100, 
but  Mr.  Crumpacker's  popularitj-  asserted  itself  and  he  was  elected  by  the 
haudsome  plurality  of  126  votes.  He  received  every  courtesy  at  the  hands 
of  his  former  opponent,  Lieutenant  Governor  Nye,  while  in  the  senate, 
and  served  on  two  important  committees,  the  judiciary  and  railroad.  Mr. 
Crumpacker  is  a  married  man,  having  celebrated  his  nuptials  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Eegau,  of  LaPorte,  in  1881. 


JOHN   F.  FRITSCH, 

This  promiueyt  young  man  is  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Steinmau  & 
Pritsch,  millers,  of  Knox,  Indiana.  He  is  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Ohio, 
born  February  17,  1865,  and  inherits  his  push  and  perseverance  from  his 
Teutonic  ancestors,  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Karg)  Pritsch,  having 
been  born  in  Germany.  They  immigrated  to  this  country  in  1830,  settled  in 
Baltimore  for  some  time,  and  then  removed  to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  about 
1863,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business.  Here  he  resided  for 
about  three  years,  and  in  1866  removed  to  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  operated  a  sawmill  until  about  the  year  1879,  when  he  sold  the  same,  after- 
ward purchasing  a  farm  i;pon  which  the  famil)-  still  resides,  in  Mai'shall 
County.  In  the  last  mentioned  county,  our  subject  received  his  education, 
and  attained  mature  years.  He  continued  on  the  farm  until  July,  1893,  when 
he  came  to  Knox,  and  purchased  half  interest  in  the  milling  business  now  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  by  Steinman  &  Pritsch.  Mr.  Pritsch  was  married  No- 
vember 27,  1889,  to  Miss  Cora  Hatfield,  a  native  of  Marshall  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Hayues)  Hatfield.  Socially  Mr.  Pritsch  is  a 
member  of  the  Red  Men,  and  politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, thorough  going  young  man,  and  one  who  thoroughly  understands  his 
business. 

E.   N.   NORRIS. 

The  industries  pursued  in  the  city  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  are  numerous, 
and  few  of  them  are  of  more  importance  than  the  business  followed  by  Mr.  E. 
N.  Norris,  abstractor,  of  the  firm  of  Norris  &  Jones.     Both  are   men  of  strict 
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business  integrity  aud  licblj'  deserve  the  success  which  has  followed  their 
efforts.  Mr.  Norris  is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Seneca  County, 
October  24,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  E.  D.  and  Nancy  A.  (Wolf)  Norris,  natives 
respectively,  of  Maryland  and  Ohio.  The  father,  wdio  served  his  country  as  a 
private  soldier  in  the  ]ate*ar,  aud  has  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  he 
and  wife  are  still  residing  in  Bloomville,  Ohio.  He  is  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  life,  aud  he  is  a  man  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  are 
acquainted  witli  him.  Daring  his  boyhood  and  his  youth  our  subject  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  was  there  taught  habits  of  industry  and  perse- 
verance which  have  remained  with  him  through  life.  He  is  one  of  the  young 
men  of  Porter  County  who  have  carved  out  their  own  fortune,  and  left  the 
impress  of  their  industry  and  energy  upon  the  prosperous  city  of  their  adop- 
tion. He  secured  a  good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  and  Normal 
of  Valparaiso  and  in  Heidelberg  College  of  Tiffiu,  Ohio.  When  twenty  years 
of  age  he  left  the  farm  and  in  1876  came  to  Valparaiso.  For  several  j^ears  he 
taught  school  in  Porter  and  LaPorte  Counties,  and  then  for  three  years  he  was 
Deputy  Piecorder  under  W.  C.  Wells.  In  1886  he  was  elected  City  Clerk  and 
re-elected  in  1888,  holding  the  office  for  two  terms,  thus  proving  his  popular- 
itv.  He  started  in  the  abstract  business  while  Deputy  Recorder,  and  has  built 
up  a  lucrative  business,  taking  in  as  a  partner  R.  C.  Jones.  Mr,  Norris  also 
deals  in  real  estate  and  loans,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  his  business  in 
all  of  its  branches.  He  is  well  known  in  the  county  as  a  Republican,  and  is 
a  hard  worker  for  his  party.  Mr.  Norris  was  married  November  2,  1879,  to 
Miss  Lucetta  Jones,  of  Valparaiso,  and  four  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
three  sous  and  a  daughter: — Edith  V.,  John  G.,  Gordon  B.,  and  Eli  N.,  Jr. 
Mr.  Norris  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. — Encampment,  Uniformed  Rank,  and 
has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
has  passed  through  all  its  offices.  Mr.  Norris  is  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune aud  deserves  much  credit  for  his  perseverance  and  industry. 


ENGELBERT  ZIMMERMAN. 

Among  the  newspaper  men  of  Porter  County,  Indiana,  who  have  done  so 
much  in  the  past  and  are  planning  so  wisely  to  help  forward  their  section  in 
the  future,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Engelbert  Zimmerman.  This  gentleman 
is  the  editor  of  "  The  Messenger,"  of  Valparaiso,  a  breezy  sheet,  which  enjoys 
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a  good  circulation  and  is  published  in  the  interests  of  the  communit}-,  especial 
attention  being  paid  to  local  affairs,  making  it  a  history  of  the  events  that 
transpire  in  this  locality.  Moreover,  it  reviews  most  intelligently  the  public 
issues  of  the  day,  and  its  advertising  columns  are  well  filled  and  show  that  the 
business  men  of  Valparaiso  appreciate  it  as  a  medium  for  making  themselves 
known  to  the  people  at  large.  The  intelligent  and  able  editor  of  this  paper  is 
of  sturdy  German  stock,  his  birth  occurring  in  Blumenfeldt,  Grand  Duchy  of 
Baden,  December  10,  1839.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Walburg  (Neihardt) 
Zimmerman,  were  natives  of  the  same  place,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer  aud 
general  merchant.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Engelbert,  subject; 
Frank  J.  and  Margaret.  About  1847  the  family  immigrated  to  this  country  and 
during  the  winter  of  that  year  resided  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Mrs.  Zimmerman 
was  afflicted  with  inflammatory  aud  sciatic  rheumatism,  the  expenses  were 
heavy,  and  they  had  quite  a  serious  time.  In  the  spring  of  1848  the  family 
moved  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  via  the  Wabash  and  Lake  Erie  canal,  and  in 
this  city  Mr.  Joseph  Zimmerman  began  the  manufacture  of  polish.  By  industry 
and  thrift  he  made  a  decided  success  of  this  venture.  In  1861  he  went  to 
Columbia  City,  Indiana,  twenty  miles  west,  and  retired  from  active  work. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  1881  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was  an 
upright,  honorable  citizen  and  was  universally  liked  for  his  sterling  traits  of 
character.  Englebert  Zimmerman,  the  original  of  this  notice,  was  about  eight 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  and  he  received  all 
his  education  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  attending  St.  Joseph's  Academy  and  an 
evening  grammar  school  in  that  city.  His  school  days  ended  when  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  on  the  8th  of  January,  1854,  he  was  apprenticed 
for  four  years  to  Thomas  Tigar,  editor  of  the  "  Fort  Wayne  Weekly  Sentinel." 
Mr.  Tigar  was  an  old  aud  well  trained  English  printer  and  young  Zimmerman 
could  not  have  been  placed  in  better  hands.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he  was 
an  expert  type  setter  and  compositor  and  a  skillful  pressman,  having  been 
foreman  of  the  business  for  one  year.  Until  February  17,  1860,  he  remained 
with  his  employer,  and  during  that  time  he  took  only  the  few  legal  holidays  of 
those  days.  His  wages  the  first  year  were  one  dollar  per  week,  the  second  year 
two  dollars  per  week,  and  so  on  up  to  the  fifth  year  when  he  received  six  dollars 
per  week.  For  his  services  as  foreman  he  received  seven  dollars  per  week. 
Without  the  loss  of  a  day,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1860,  be  became  foreman 
and  local  editor  of  the  "  Columbia  City  (Indiana)  News,"  and  this  position 
he  held  until  November  14,  of   the   same  year,   when  he  bought  tiie  office. 
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Mr.  Zimmermau  conducted  this  paper  until  January  1,  1866,  and  then  returning 
to  Fort  Wayne,  started  the  "  Fort  Wayne  Democrat,"  a  daily  and  weekly 
Democratic  paper.  This  paper  he  conducted  until  November  14,  1868,  when 
he  went  to  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  bought  the  "  Wyandotte  Democratic 
Union,"  which  he  conducted  two  years.  From  there  he  came  to  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  and  founded  the  "  Weekly  Messenger,''  the  first  issue  being  March  7, 
1871.  Twenty  years  later,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1891,  he  started  the 
"Daily  Messenger."  Mr.  Zimmerman  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Valparaiso,  during  President  Cleveland's  first 
term,  serving  from  April  24,  1885,  for  nearly  four  years.  The  "Messenger" 
ofiice  is  the  best  equipped  for  job  printing  in  Valparaiso,  and  the  "Messenger  " 
has  always  been  conducted  in  a  systematic  and  steady  going  manner,  and 
the  enterprise  has  ever  been  a  financial  success.  The  "  Messenger  "  is  fearless 
and  oiit-spoken  in  its  advocacy  of  Democratic  principles,  has  always  advanced 
the  best  interests  of  the  town,  and  all  improvements,  and  has  been  a  stanch 
advocate  of  churches,  schools,  etc.  The  office  has  always  done  all  the  printing 
for  the  Normal  School  and  keeps  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  type  and  material, 
for  that  purpose.  It  issues  annually  20,000  Normal  catalogues  and  at  least 
400,000  circulars.  The  "Messenger"  has  recently  had  a  new  dress  of  new 
type,  at  a  large  expense,  and  the  office  has  all  the  modern  improvements.  It 
was  the  first  to  introduce  steam-power,  with  which  to  run  the  presses.  Mr. 
Zimmerman  is  sole  proprietor,  editor  and  publisher.  On  the  lltli  of  August, 
1862,  he  was  married  at  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Lueinda  H.  Watson, 
of  Lima,  Ohio,  and  nine  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Arthur  F.. 
born  in  Columbia  City,  October  11,  1863;  Joseph  E.,  born  in  the  same  place, 
December  20,  1864;  Clement  A.,  born  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  December  10, 
1866;  Andrew  J.,  born  same  place,  October  9,  1868;  Walburg,  born  in  Upper 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  April  9,  1870;  Grace  L.,  born  Valparaiso,  June  9,  1871,  and 
died  when  seven  years  of  age;  Horace  G.,  born  at  Valparaiso,  October  9,  1873: 
Lueinda  H.,  born  Valparaiso,  May  8,  1878,  and  died  when  two  years  of  age; 

and .     Mrs.  Zimmerman  died  May  3,  1878,  and  on  the   14th  of  June. 

1880,  Mr.  Zimmerman  married  Miss  Mary  A.  McMahon,  of  Hanna,  Indiana. 
Three  children  were  given  them:  Bertha  F.,  born  in  Valparaiso,  June  12,  1881: 
Engelbert,  born  in  Valparaiso,  December  20,  1884,  and  Mary  L.,  born  in  the 
same  city,  September  13,  1886.  Mr.  Zimmerman's  father  was  a  Catholic  in 
his  religious  views,  but  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Socially  he  is  a  Mason.     He  lost  his  second  wife  on  the  26tli  of  August,  1888.. 
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